
HOPE FOR KENYA 
By HARRY JAGUAR 

FOR some time in the future Kenya's 
destiny lies in the hands of the Kenya 

African Democratic Union, a party which 
emerged with a minority in the recent elections 
to Kenya's Legislative Council. KADU has 
already formed a government and has success
fully completed the first few weeks of the 
Legislative Council session. 

Mr. Ronald Ngala is the leader of KADU. He 
is a moderate and soft-spoken African who has 
always held the full trust of his fellow members in 
the Legislative Council, As leader of Government 
Business, Minister of Education, and leader of the 
party lhat commands a majority in the Legislative 
Council, it is he who will hold the key position in 
the new Kenya government. If he is successful, it 
will be because he is the Clement Attlee of African 
politics a man who inspires the trust of his equals 
and can hold a team together. He will be supported 
by moderate African leaders such as Masinde Muliro. 
educated at a South African university, and John 
Keen, whose father was a German and whose 
mother was from the Masai tribe. 

Responsible Government 

Kenya is now approaching the stage in which it 
will be granted sclf-governmenL It has already 
reached that point in its constitutional evolution 
which is sometimes described as "responsible govern
ment^ Politically it is one step behind Tanganyika 
and one step in front of Basutoland. 

The African elected members hold a majority in 
the Legislative Council over all the other racial 
groups combined, but there are still members repre
senting the Kenya Whites and the numerous Indian 
community. The Africans have not got a majority 
in the Executive Council (Kenya's Cabinet) and the 
Kenya Governor, Sir Patrick Rcnison, has certain 
reserved powers. He can. for instance, appoint official 
members to carry through government policy in the 
Council should his supporters get into difficulties. 

On the other hand, the Kenya Governor is keen 
to ensure the continued co-operation of Africans in 
government and was very anxious to get KADU 
members to commit themselves during the long 
period in which they hesitated before taking office. 

Before they formed the government, KADU were 
in an awkward position. Not only were they a 
minority party, but they would have to depend on 

the support of Whites and Asians to carry their 
policies forward. Moreover, they would be support
ing a "colonial" government, always risky for young 
African politicians on the threshold of their careers. 

In the recent elections of February, KADU 
emerged with 10 scats compared with 18 of the rival 
Kenya African National Union. Since then there 
have been the "national seat" elections by members 
of the Legislative Council sitting as an electoral 
college. These elections by members of all races 
benefited KADU by three seats and KANU by one; 
thus the totals among African elected members arc 
now KADU 15 and KANU 19. But KADU have 
been able to get the support of most of the European 
and Indian elected members; thus they can command 
about 30 voles in the Council. 

Prominent European members such as Michael 
Blundell, Wilfrid Havelock and Peter Marrian have 
accepted Ministries. The government is also sup-
ported by Indians such as Arvind Jamidar, a man 
who has had a long association with the African 
leaders. 

There was one decisive reason that kept the Kenya 
African National Union, the majority African parly. 
from forming the government. It was the Kenyatta 
question. KANU boasts of men like Tom Mboya. 
the hero of the Nairobi masses; James Gichuru, a 
venerated Kikuyu leader; Oginga Odinga, a militant, 
with Communist sympathies. These men are far 
more powerful than their KADU counlerparts and 
they all pledged themselves before the February 
elections not to form a government unless Jomo 
Kenyatta was unconditionally released from restric
tion. 

Potter of Kenyatta 

The power of Kenyatta is shown by the fact thai 
KANU refused lo form the government. KANU 
leaders have waited long for the day when they 
can take Ministries and govern their own country, 
but they are not willing to do this without Jomo 
Kenyatta. 

Over the past few years a single-handed campaign 
by Oginga Odinga to get Kcnyatta's release has 
grown into the most important issue in any African's 
electoral campaign. Without invoking Kenyatta's 
name elections cannot be won, popularity cannot be 
maintained. Kenyatta has been built up as "Father 
of the Kenya nation," as the panacaea for all Kenya's 
political ills. 

Most African leaders have campaigned for Kcn-
yalta because they have genuinely fell that he was 
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not implicated in Mau Mau, lhal he should end his 
exile and return to unite his people. But there are others 
who are using his name to further their own ends. 

Kenyatta is gradually revealing himself by means 
of Press conferences and messages passed to other 
leaders from his place of restriction. Commentators 
have been impressed by the lucidity of the 68-year-
old leader who has lived for more than seven years 
in a scorching desert prison. Moreover, Kenyatta 
still seems to speak with the moderation and good 
sense of the days before he was arrested for being 
the leader of Mau Mau. 

Though a government has been formed without 
promising Kcnyatta's release, the ultimate stability 
of the country still seems lo rest with him. KANU 
is committed to Kenyatta and is ready to elect him 
as president of the parly when he returns to ordinary 
life. With the powerful KANU leaders using Ken-
yalta's name against the present government, and with 
the majority of the people behind them, KADU 
cannot be expected to retain power for very long. 

II is government by a minority party, dependent 

on the voles of members from immigrant races and 
on government officials. Against it, is the militant 
KANU parly, with leaders of international standing, 
much influence in the Pan-African political world 
and wide experience in the methods of African 
nationalist agitation. 

Even the KADU leaders themselves do not expect 
their rule to be a long one. The l~ancastcr House 
constitution was accepted over a year ago as a 
temporary constitutional measure, one which would 
have to be replaced when the lime came for self-
government. Mr* Ngala has now staled that he 
expects Ken>a will get this self-government at the 
end of 1960. 

But the presenl government will give members 
of all races a chance to work together constructively 
for the future of Kenya, Much time is needed to get 
rid of the fears and suspicions thai divide one race 
from another and to establish a society without race 
distinction and social injustice. 

Despite Kenya's turbulent past there is a good 
chance that this can be accomplished. The recent 
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elections, which affected most Africans in different 
pans of the country, passed without any manifesta
tion of ill-fading between the races. Liberal Euro
peans were swept to power on the votes of their 
African constituents. African leaders spoke on white 
platforms. Everyone was surprised that the elections 
had passed off so smoothly and that racial bitterness 
had been buried. 

This trend may well continue in the future, for 
all races are fully aware that Kenya will soon become 
a "one-man-one-vote" democracy. This means a 
country with Africans politically dominant, but with 
the Whites and Indians providing professional, tech
nical and commercial skills for a long time in the 
future. 

Kenya's small "White settler" population has been 
particularly worried by African political advance. 
In the past they wanted Kenya to become a White 
colony- Recently they have abandoned this dream 
and arc hoping to extract promises from the African 
leaders of security of tenure in their farms in the 
highlands. 

But the Africans argue that they cannot be ex
pected to bind future governments in an independent 
Kenya by promises of guarantees that they might 
make today. They have no right to negotiate with 
a minority group of White settlers. Moreover, they 
realise that land resettlement for African farmers 
will be one of the most important tasks for any 
government in the future* 

A New Soriety 

Luckily more and more Whites are recognising the 
realities of the political situation in Kenya. Some of 
them have confidence that the African leaders will 
not expropriate their farms without fair compensa
tion. For if a future African government began to 
seize White capital, it would face economic collapse 
from which it could rescue itself only by falling 
on the mercy of one of the major world power 
blocs. 

Such a move is a possibility, even if a remote one. 
but there are certainly no signs of such a situation 
developing in Kenya politics today. None of the 
main political leaders, Kenyatta included, is com
mitted to Communism; while some of them such as 
Tom Mboya, James Gichuru. Ronald Ngala, Dr. 
Kiano and others have a deep respect for the 
Western way of life. They do not want to destroy 
what White skills and African labour have already 
built in Kenya. On the contrary, they want the 
White man to help them build their new society in 
an independent country. And those Whites who 
cannot bear the idea of African political dominance 
still have the opportunity to leave the country. 

The Black Sash, June, 1961 

*For the last time. Van der Merwe, just say. 
Here is the news,1 and not *Once upon a lime*." 


