
Self-inflicted Wounds 

^ H E FOREBODINGS expressed in our 
last issue tha t 1963 would prove a 

most unhappy year for South Africa were, 
i t seems, only too well founded. In the 
last few months, blow after blow has been 
struck a t our image as a democratic 
nation, and set South Africa farther and 
farther apar t from the countries of the 
West. If any proof were needed of our 
complete isolation, we have the Foreign 
Minister 's recent revelation of the lament
able failure of our foreign policies. 

Our greatest tragedy is that most of these blows 

have been self-inflicted. There was the publication 
and first reading of the Bantu Laws Amendment 
Bill, most of the clauses of which have now been 
held over until next year, possibly because the 
storms of protest which arose from many different 
groups showed how controversial the proposals 
were. The Transkei Bill was passed, launching the 
first of the "homelands" where Africans will en
joy civil rights and a limited form of "indepen
dence" in exchange for the total denial of rights 
in the rest of the country. There were drastic 
new proposals for Alexandra Township and simi
lar African freehold areas and a harsh Govern
ment directive to local authorities placing severe 
restrictions on African business men in the urban 
areas, even in their own townships. A proclama
tion under the Group Areas Act which has hung 
like a sword over Johannesburg Indians for many 
years has now descended upon them, and a stable, 
prosperous and law-abiding community will be up
rooted and possibly ruined. There have been dis
turbing trends in Parliament, irresponsible exhor
tations from high quarters for South Africans to 
stand together and "fight for White survival" and 
equally irresponsible threats of boycott and coun
ter-boycott directed against South Africa's critics. 

There was the enactment of this year's General 
Law Amendment Bill, which far outstrips the no
torious "Sabotage" Bill of 1962 in conferring ex
tensive powers on the Minister of Justice, and 
makes drastic inroads on the Rule of Law. Even 
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Dreamy non-listener. 
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SELF-INFLICTED WOUNDS (Continued) 

more alarming that the unseemly haste with which 
this extreme measure was rushed through Parlia
ment, supported by the official Opposition, was 
the unquestioning acceptance by most White 
South Africans that the Bill was necessary for 
the preservation of law and order. Not many 
years ago, the whole country would have been 
rocked with protest at the Government's perma
nent assumption in time of peace of such arbitrary 
powers as can only be justified in time of war or 
the gravest national emergency. 

Are a handful of men like Robert Sobukwe and 
the braggart Potlako Leballo indeed so dangerous 
that nothing will suffice to restrain them but the 
suspension of the normal processes of the law, of 
trial and due conviction in open court? Why do 
African leaders find themselves in such total op
position to the Government? Has apartheid, with 
the frustrations and limitations it imposes on the 
non-Whites, brought us so close to the brink of 
disaster that a doubtful security must be pur
chased at the expense of freedom and our tradi
tional democratic rights? 

For there is no doubt that enforced apartheid is 
at the root of South Africa's troubles. For fifteen 
years the Nationalist Government has pursued this 
mirage, at tremendous cost to the country as a 
whole and especially at the expense of the non-
Whites. One restriction after another has been 
placed upon them, their few remaining rights 
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have been whittled away, and law after law has 
heaped hardship, humiliation and degradation 
upon them. Reasonable and moderate protests 
have been harshly silenced, and not surprisingly 
the deep unrest of a voiceless people now finds 
vent in occasional outbursts of sabotage and vio
lence. Our policies have earned us hatred and 
resentment at home and opprobrium and threats 
from abroad. Almost without exception, the other 
African states are our avowed enemies, while we 
have become an acute embarrassment to our few 
remaining friends in the West 

Many White South Africans, who have grown up 
in a tradition of White superiority, find it hard to 
understand the West's rejection of White domina
tion and racial discrimination. They seem to have 
little comprehension of the grave disabilities 
under which our non-Whites suffer as a result of 
such discrimination, entrenched in laws which 
the Whites alone have power to change. Such 
disabilities affected all non-White groups in vary
ing degrees even before 1948, but they have been 
immeasurably intensified since the advent of the 
Nationalist Government, with its fanatical deter
mination to enforce apartheid by law and 4,keep 
South Africa White". This is impossible of attain
ment, because even if, under present policies, the 
Bantustans could be developed into stable indepen
dent "homelands" for the African people. South 
Africa would still remain a multi-racial country, 
with a privileged White minority and a migrant 
Black labour force. 

Thousands of rands have been spent on propa
ganda to "explain" and justify apartheid to the 
outside world* but what explanation can justify 
the injustice of the Pass Laws, the callousness of 
the Group Areas Act, the folly and cruelty of Job 
Reservation, the tragedy of Race Classification 
and the Immorality Act, the farce of Separate 
Amenities, the frustration of separate education 
or the cold inhumanity of the proposals in one 
version after another of the Bantu Laws Amend
ment Bill? The world will continue to judge this 
policy by its effects on human beings, and as 
long as the Government refuses to relax or aban
don enforced apartheid, our country will remain 
"the polecat of the Western World", More and 
more force will be required to stifle the grievances 
of our oppressed peoples, and we can expect more 
drastic laws year after year to give the Govern
ment more and more despotic powers. 

Enforced Apartheid, designed to preserve White 
civilization, will enslave us alL 
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