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Transvaal Black Sash Press Statement 

T^HERE is on record a Cabinet promise made by x Mr. R W. Botha, the Minister of Community 
Development, on August 23rd, 1962, to the effect 
that the Group Areas Act would not be used to 
deprive the present generation of Indian traders 
of their livelihood. Since then the Department of 
Indian Affairs has been created to look after the 
interests of the South Africa Indians and this 
promise must be considered as binding on Mr. 
Maree (the Minister in charge) as he now func
tions specifically as the guardian of the interests 
of the Indian people. 

How does the Government reconcile such a 
promise with the recent Group Areas Proclamation 
of Pageview as a White area? 

Pageview is an Indian area occupied by them 
for many years and used both for residential and 
business purposes. A great deal of money has been 
invested in buildings, shops and houses. It appears 
that the Group Areas Board and the Municipality 
will pay compensation for the buildings. The 
business goodwill cannot be paid for and the 
choice for the displaced traders will be to remove 
either to the Asiatic Bazaar in Fordsburg or to 
Lenasia. There is a limit to the number of traders 
who can make a living in the bazaar, and at 
Lenasia. 21 miles outside the city, there are no 
customers and trading is virtually impossible. An
other group of Indian traders is to be reduced to 
penury. Although there is a provision in the 
Group Areas Act for displaced traders to apply 
for permits to trade anywhere else in South Africa, 
in practice such permits are not granted. 

What of the Government promise? No more ef
fective way could be found of depriving the 
present generation of traders of their livelihood* 

What of the homes that have to be abandoned? 
We all know what our homes mean to us and the 
heartbreak that is attached to the loss of a well-
loved home built up over the years. 

This act is further evidence of the application of 
Apartheid — this neat pigeon-holing of people 
without regard for the ruin and misery of thou
sands. The Indian people will land up in their tidy 
group at Lenasia. Apartheid will be appeased. But 
what of the individual men, women and children? 
They must start a new life in a remote place 
with the added difficulties and expense of living^ 
out of town. What of the traders? Must they now 
stave off destitution by finding other employment 
in the limited fields open to them? 

It is a sad reflection on human nature that when 
people think of other people as a group, they lose 
the sense of their being human individuals with 
human feelings and aspirations. One of the results 
of Apartheid is that White South Africans are 
losing their humanity, and feel little or nothing for 
sufferings of groups other than their own. 

We. the Black Sash, wish to make the most 
strenuous protest against this new assault by the 
Government on our Indian fellow citizens. We 
base our protest on the grounds of its dreadful in
humanity and the faithlessness of the Government 
in breaking their promise given to the Indian 
people. 
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