
RUTH HAYMAN LAZAR 
IT was with great sorrow that we heard ot the 

death of Ruth Hayman. Ruth was one of the 
early members of the Black Sash and she will
ingly and generously gave us support and help 
on many different occasions. 

An Attorney by profession, she worked self-
lessly and courageously and with compassion 
to give legal assistance to those many people 
of all races who were accused of political 
offences. 

From the days of the Treason Trial in 1956 
until she was served with a banning order and 
house arrested in 1966 she worked tirelessly to 
preserve the rule of law and to fight for justice 
in South Africa. 

When the Black Sash in Johannesburg 
opened its Advice Office in 1962, Ruth gave 
advice and help on how to deal with the many 
problems with which Black people were faced. 
The cases which required legal action she 
handled herself and our cases with which she 
dealt were done Pro Deo. 

After she was banned and house arrested, 
Ruth tried to carry on with her legal practice, 
but found it almost impossible. When she rea
lised the detrimental effects on her family and 
on Mervyn, of the life they were now forced to 
live, she decided that they should emigrate to 
Britain. 

Ruth had not been long in London when she 
noticed in the supermarkets that foreign immi
grants were having language difficulties. She 

decided to help them and on her own she 
started a class to teach these foreign women 
to speak English. This idea caught people's 
imagination and an organisation of neighbour
hood schools was set up. Now there are nearly 
a hundred of these classes all over London. 

Comparatively recently she assisted in form
ing the National Association for Teaching Eng
lish as a Second Language. 

During the last five years I have seen a great 
deal of Ruin in London. The last time I saw her 
was less than a month before her death. This 
year Ruth was most concerned about the un
employment in Britain. She wanted to do some
thing to help so she asked me how to make a 
Hay Box. I made one for her and gave her the 
instructions on how to set about making them. 
She was about to start workshops where unem
ployed women could make these hay boxes not 
only to earn a little money but to help save fuel 
for cooking which costs a lot in Britain today. 
As well she wanted to make Black Rose Furni
ture Polish. 

Ruth will always be remembered with affec
tion and will be admired for her courage, her 
generous mind, her enthusiasm and above all 
for her kindness and compassion. She will be 
greatly missed not only by her family and the 
Black Sash but by many thousands of people 
in South Africa and London whom she helped 
in so many different ways. 
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