
12 February 1987 

'We cannot 
believe that 
you would 
make us 
foreigners 
in the land 
of our 
birth' 

Text by Marj Brown 

We hare lived and fanned at Braklaagle since /W6. 

Photographs by Gill deVlieg 

Our children will htt locked i/t/o 
mtemploymeiH »-

The Bahurutse ba ga Sebogodi 
of Braklaagle have lived on 

their land since before 1907, when 
they procured their title deed. Brak
laagle is an established Tswana 
village, nestling in the hills of the 
Marico in the western Transvaal It 
has a population of approximately 
9 000 people. 

There is a great history of 
resistance amongst these people. 
I hey first fought removal in 1938 
when a headman and 40 families 
were removed from a neighbouring 
farm. The village was saved by the 
outbreak of the Second World 
War. 

In 1958 thei r chief was 
imprisoned, in Pretoria, to try to 
break his resistance to removal The 
chief was imprisoned again, with 
his wife and a headman, for 
resisting the introduction of passes 
for women. No strategy succeeded 
in breaking the fierce resolve of 
these people to keep their land and 
iheir South African rights. 

Then, when the people had come 
to fed that the threat ol rcmmal 
was over, the South African go\ -
ernment de\ised a new plan 

lorced incorporai ion to lock 
them into the homelands. Without 
consulting the people, ihe South 
African and Hophuihaisuana gov
ernments decided to redraw the 
boundaries ol the homeland stales 
and to include the Bahurutse ba ga 
Sebogodi in Bophuihaiswana. 

This will mean that overnight (he 
people of Braklaagle will be robbed 
ol their chances ol South African 
citizenship and they will be heated 
as aliens in South Africa. 

Last year the Bophuihatswana 
government sent a 'replacement 
chief to Braklaagle in an attempt to 
depose John Sebogodi. who has 
ruled his people since 1949. Should 

the Bophuihatswana government 
succeed in this, the new chiel will no 
doubt agree to incorporation. Thus 
lorced removals, in the guise of 
lorced incorporation, continue, n 

In 1986 the Bahurutse kaya Sebogodi 
addressed a letter to the state 
president in which the) explained 
their position and asked to be left as 
they art/. The letter is reproduced 
here and the heading and captions 
are extracted from //. tlid.f 
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The pvtttv hi Mir vilfagc trift he inUttly 
dv\iroyed. [> 

Wv have devvtuped onr land, httilt 
tcboo/x, uimhnffls. and wish to remain 
on it. V 
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H"t were very v/ad that tie would be secure in our country as a result. A 

He (President AUttgopel bus already tried to depose our chief, who has ruled us since 1949. V 
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... nut ciitin' tilirji A*n jppfittf 
for o#r South Afrit jtt aiizcwhif* 

Behurutse be g* Sebogodl 
P.O. $o- 570 
ZUftUST 
2165 

P r e s i d e n t P,U» ilolhj 
Union B u i I d i n g 

D«^r P r e s i d e n t Sot ha, 

Wf i r < w r i t i n g t o you because we ere deeply concerned about the 
news t h a t we a r e to be i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o Bophuthet sweno • Ve 
cannot b e l i e v e that you would make us f o r e i g n e r s la the land of our 
b i r t h . w i t h o u t speak ing to us f i r s t . We Feel sure t h a t I f you 
kite 1 oof f e e l i n g * about the a l t e r you would s lop t h i s t e r r i b l e 
event tha t i f *S ure t o endanger our s u r v i v a l * 

Ve have l i v e d and farmed at Brak laegce s i n c e 1906* we have developer 
our l e n d , b u i l t s c h o o l * , w i n d m i l l * and wish to r e e i i n on I t . We 
and our c h i l d r e n cons ider o u r s e l v e s p o r t o f South A f r i c a * and our 
e n t i r e v i l l a g e has a p p l i e d for our South A f r i c a n c i t i z e n s h i p to 
be r e s t o r e d to u s t as you promised. We were very g l a d t h a t we 
would be secure I n our c o u n t r y as a r e s u l t * 

But now t h i s I n c o r p o r a t i o n w i l l des t roy e v e r y t h i n g . Our c h i l d r e n 
w i l l be locked I n t o unemployment I n the homeland of flophuthatswena. 
Ve w i l l be punished by P r e s i d e n t Mengope f o r r e i l s t l n f l I n c o r p o r a t i o n 
and a p p l y i n g f o r South A f r i c a n C i t i z e n s h i p , because he r e j e c t * 
d u a l c i t i z e n s h i p . He ha* a l r e a d y t r i e d t o depose our c h i e f who has 
r u l e d us s ince 19*»9- The peace I n our v i l l a g e w i l l be t o t a l l y 
d e * t r o y e d . 

At a t ime of u n r e s t i n our c o u n t r y , we f e e l i t Is c r i m i n a l f o r the 
government t o c r e a t e more p rob lems , a * we have never had any 
q u a r r e l w i t h i t , e x c e p t when i t has t r i e d to take our l a n d , which 
we purchased l e g a l l y . 

P lease r e c o n s i d e r th i * t e r r i b l e s i t u a t i o n . 
I t In your power to leave us a lone and t h a t 
peace i n South Af i c e . 

v 0 u r * * 

We know ypu have 
we can s t a y 1n 

mAbjfitfiffiR 

U'V ami MM1 ihthlnn mushier 
twnvfri'S part of South Afrh\t ,.. 


