
NORA SMOLLAN 

IT IS ALWAYS difficult to write about friends 
who are no longer with us. Nora Smollan is 

one of them. Not widely known even in her own 
Transvaal region she was one of those loyal, 
hard-working, gutsy back-room people who do 
much within their own limits but get none of 
the credit and never ask for it either. 

She worked at the Temple Emmanuel syna­
gogue employment/advice office (an extension 
of the Johannesburg Advice office) assisting 
black domestic workers with their pass prob­
lems, trying to find them jobs and educating 
the "White Madams" that even if the law does 
not state it, a domestic worker should have 
certain rights. She loathed the work but her 
sense of humour kept her going and she used 
to comment that she was never sure which was 
the more depressing — the ghastly pass laws 
or the ghastly "Madams". 

For the last two years of her life she con­
tinued her work in spite of much pain and the 
battle to live. She was a gentle, kind and 
thoughtful woman, tough when she had to be 
but always fair in her judgements and much 
respected by her friends and colleagues. 

Without the likes of Nora Smollan the Black 
Sash would cease to exist. She will be sadly 

j missed. Robin Harvey 

ABORTION — from page 15 

the 'removal of the residue of a pregnancy'. The 
figures are alarming and indicate the extent to 
which backstreet abortion has become the dange­
rous alternative to skilled care for South African 
women, in particular the poor. 

Taking a two year period from 1979 to 1980, a 
mere 770 women obtained legal abortions. Of 
them 535 were white and 235 were black. Com­
pare these figures with those of the 66 830 women 
hospitalised for 'the removal of the residue of 
a pregnancy' in the same period. Of these, 15 555 
were white and 51 275 were black. These figures 
represent a fraction of the women who have re­
sorted to backstreet abortion. 

It is clear that few black women have the time, 
money or proximity to more than one doctor to 
comply with the law. It is also clear that maternal 
health standards in South Africa are at a dange­
rously low level. 

But the effects of uncontrolled fertility and en­
forced childbirth do not end here. Poverty, mal­
nutrition, and unstable living conditions are part 
of the fabric of our society. They can only be 
exacerbated by legislation which denies individuals 
the basic human right to control their fertility. 

The known facts are of sufficient concern, but 
more research on this legislation is imperative. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION. BLACK SASH URGES 
THE MINISTER OF HEALTH TO APPOINT A 
JUDICIAL COMMISSION TO EXAMINE THE 
WORKING OF THE 1975 ABORTION AND STERI­
LISATION ACT. 
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