T

they could have amelivrated and softened such legislation had they made a different choice, but
pne equally valid from the legal vicwpoint,

The points I have mentioned are merely a few plums pulled eut of an cXxc¢eptionally rich pudding.
As well as heing conztantly fascinating, the whole work is c¢haracterized by moderation, fairness and
un%tl*staﬂding and is lightened by touches of irony and wry humour. Professor Dugard is never
snide.

The writing is limpid and beautifuily logieal. Jaryon — legal or otherwise — iz refreshingly abzent,
and tae author hasz a happy instinct for the right word

The critics guoted in the biuvb do the book an injustice. Tt i not of great interest only to legal
scholarz and students of South African affairs. It is imperative reading for anyone — lawyver or not
— wanting a ccherent and unemotional pisture of the South African legal order,

Princelon Undversity FPresp, hnrd cover, R17,95

SOWET(O — BLACK REYOLT, WHITE REACTION, John Kape-Berman

Thiz is an excopiionally wivid aeeount of Soweto and the events preceding and following June
1976. The author's aim is to elucidate the coherent purpose behind the system of apartheid, which
malies of black daily life ‘a Pilgrim's Progress through & world invented by Kafka' ' o

The readsr is made to see how blacks interpreted events, and aeeounts given in the ‘white' press,
even the Enpglish press, are frequently readjusted and eounterbalanced. One is directly confronted with
black bitterpess and hblack anger. Onc telling placard profesting aaginst Dr Kissinger's visit to South
Afriza in 1976 read: 'Kissinger, your visit to Arania ig bullshit. Even animals arc angry’.

One of the best chapters in the book is chapler 5 which searchingly and movingly conveys the
taste and texture of life in Saweto. In other chapters Mr Kane-Berman is not afraid to analyse
such sensitive subjects as the motives behind the burning of libraries and elinics. He iz particu-
larly interesting on the poar record of the Seuth African husiness community in rectifying the
situation, despite it8 protestatioms and material gestures of concern.

This is a vigorously written book which should not be missed. I forces even the ‘liberal® to
recognize the futility of merely tinkering with and speechifying about change. At our peril de we
hide behind an anwiliingness to face unpleasant but fundamental facts, an uvnwillingness based on
'the fear that any real attempt to vespond censtructively to the iotality of Llack demands for
change would involve preat material sucrifices’, L8

Raovan Press, soft cover, R8GO0

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Perhaps this poem should have been ealled
‘Ap shame!. I wrote it {n mild amuserent be-
¢ause Sash is s0 ¢ften aecused of Northein Sub-
urbery or else told to get out of things it doesn’t
understand and get back to its kitchen.

Eleanor Anderson

small talk

(on ihe impossibility of pleasing everyone)
Ench day I teol & cheering pot of soup

Awel fed it some hngry Tids

1o seewed to ke The mfuff.

The Hinel Bash, February 1878

Then someone gaid, 'But don't you gee
That teny, stiple scftemes Lizg thig
Are nothing like enough?

And ae T gought the company of those wlho strive
to mooti,
Asg best they can, the road For those
Whe find the fnws too rough,
Till someone. told wa, 'When a nation's heart
. growa cold
Na strivings of a group like this
Clan ever be enough’

O well, AR welll T guess P take my pot of soup
Awel feed iF to aope iy Lidde
Wha seem fo lihe e atuf].

Die Swart Sery, Felivuayie 1978



