
ANNIE BERTHA CONYNGHAM 

ANNIE BERTHA CONYNGHAM, born 
in 1874, the eldest but one of a family of nine 
was brought up on a farm on the South Coast 
of Natal at lfafa. 

She trained as a nurse at Grey's Hospital, 
Pietermaritzburg during the time of the Boer 
War (1898-1901). In 1902 she sailed for 
England with military wives and patients and 
was the only trained nurse on the ship. Whilst 
in England she took her Midwifery and Mas
sage training before returning to South Afri
ca. After this Miss Conyngham did private 
nursing for some years and when the 1914-18 
war broke out, she joined the Queen Alexan
dra Imperial Nursing Service and served in 
England and Salonika for some time. On the 
way to Salonika the boat stood by to take off 
wounded from Gallipoli — having no equip
ment for such nursing. They then sailed for 
Malta with the idea of leaving patients there 
onlv to find the Island was full. They had to 
sail to Gibraltar to land the wounded there. 
There they transhipped and sailed for Alex
andria where they were told to go to Salonika. 
They were attacked by Zeppelins several times. 

Miss Conyngham was invalided out in 1916 
and sailed for South Africa where she con
tinued with her nursing. 

She took up Christian Science about this 
t ime and later became a practitioner. She 
went to Boston to the Mother Church. Later 
she adopted a little girl. Elsa, (now Mrs. 
Cooper) , bought land in Pinetown and had a 
house built. She lived there for 30 years. 
After this she sold her house and went to the 
Knole Rest Home at Gillitts where she died 
on the 13th December, 1969 at the age of 95. 

She joined the Sash in 1955 and attended 
the first meeting in Durban together with her 
sister Miss Beryl Conyngham and Miss Mid-
dleton. She never missed a Sash stand unt i l 
prevented by illness, and took a keen interest 
in all its activities. 
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