
Separate but Equal 
a WAS SITTING on my doorstep this after

noon, watching from a distance the official 
opening of a new Municipal Swimming Pool. The 
whole enormity of the crime and evil of apar t 
heid with its hypocritical references to equal 
facilities hit mo like a ton of bricks. We a re 
close enough to have watched the whole th ing 
being built. The Africans dug the pool, pu t in 
the filtration plant, grew the grass and got 
drunk on the site on Fr idays for want of some
thing better to do; today the same Africans pu t 
up the bunting, carried the wire for the loud
speakers, carried the tables and chairs for the 
distinguished guests and swept the concrete. And 
at the given time, who jumped in in their privi
leged hundreds? All the little white bodies, and 
the Africans stood and watched, now on the other 
side of the fence of course, and smiled. I t ' s 
really those smiles which break my hear t most 
of all — they only have to smile and everyone 
says what wonderful na tures they have — a 

happy contented lot whose jaws are probably 
aching with the s t ra in . 

As I went indoors and ran the bath for my 
children another aspect of 'equal facilities' came 
to mind. A friend of mine remarked recently 
t ha t he didn't really mind Ailing his own bath 
a t night with a hose through the window from 
the tap outside, and then waiting an hour and a 
half for the immersion heater to wa rm i t up suf
ficiently •— that he was used to —- but what did 
annoy him was having to empty the bath af ter
wards, bucket by bucket, by which time the point 
of the operation was somewhat lost. The same 
good-natured smile? 

If, in this day and age, a humble bath-plug 
becomes a privilege ra ther than a r ight then I 
am sick and ashamed of my race classification. 
We could do well perhaps to remember t ha t the 
U.S. Supreme Court, in 1954 handed down a 
judgement which said tha t separate but equal 
facilities had proved inherently unequal. V X . 
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