
We Ixslievc that the Churches arc as distressed as we are about the way in which influx con
trol laws are affecting the family life of Africans. 

In the Advice Office* run by the Black Sash we continually meet heartbreaking cases that 
make a mockery of the value we place on the stability of marriage whether performed by 
Christian rites or tribal law and custom-

Influx control legislation means that in many cases married couples are denied the basin 
right to live together. It has reached the stage where a young man should examine a girl's 
reference book before allowing himself to fall in love with her. If she comes from a country 
area they will not be able to set up a home in an urban area. 

As will be seen from the enclosure a minister of religion can be placed in the dilemma when 
celebrating the sacrament of marriage, of knowing that the vows taken, in many cases cannot 
he fulfilled lK*cause the laws make it impossible for the couple to live together. In these cases 
the marriage ceremony becomes a meaningless ritual. 

White South Africans are solely responsible for these laws. White South Africans are respon
sible for the evils which stem from this legislation. White South Africans alone have the power 
to change the law. 

We ask the Christian Church in South Africa to take action to ensure that the laws of the 
Church are not violated by the laws of the country . 

(A letter sent to leaders of the Christian Church in South Africa by the Black Sash) 
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