
TROLLY is a more dangerous enemy to the 
good than malice. You can protest 

against malice, you can unmask it or pre
vent i t by force. Malice always contains 
the seeds of its own destruction, for it al
ways makes men uncomfortable, if nothing 
worse. There is no defence against folly. 
Neither protests nor force are of any avail 
against it, and it is never amenable to rea
son. If facts contradict personal preju
dices, there is no need to believe them, and 
if they are undeniable, they can simply be 
pushed aside as exceptions. Thus the fool, 
as compared with the scoundrel, is invari
ably self-complacent. And he can easily 
become dangerous, for it does not take much 
to make him aggressive. Hence folly re
quires much more cautious handling than 
malice. We shall never again t ry to reason 
with the fool, for it is both useless and 
dangerous. 


