
A Demand that will become Irresistible 

W E are dealing here with a demand so 
basically simple, so eminently reasonable 

and so obviously essential that it must in time 
become irresistible * . . Unless we are to erupt 
in violence and to end in chaos, this is clearly 
an essential demand in the present crisis in 
which we find ourselves . . . Our demand is 
that people should come together and talk 
and agree to draw up a new democratic con
stitution. When they do so, it must be at 
talks representative of the whole nation, and 
their decisions must be binding on the whole 
nation. We come with no prior demands 
about what should be embodied in the new 
Constitution, though most of us know what 
we want; all we ask is that we hammer out 

by common agreement, a solution to the 
problems which confront us all. 

The demand for a convention must become 
a powerful force backed by the overwhelming 
majority of our nation. There is a further 
advantage: what we are presenting is an idea, 
and ideas are indestructible. They are imper
vious to bans. And although Dr. Verwoerd 
must in time try to ban this idea, as he has 
banned people and organisations, he is wasting 
his time. The idea will endure, will persist and 
will grow into a mighty force. 
—Mr- Dennis Brutus, in an address to the 

Cape Provincial Consultative Conference 
organised by the S.A. Convention Move
ment, \4th October, 1961. 


