
COMMENTS FROM THE PRESS 
THE BLACK SASHERS ARE REALLY 

C U E D U P . . . 
So said Ronald Fisher in a rcpovt in Post of 

13th November. 
"1 went along for a sundowner with ihe gentle 

ladies of the Black Sash in the Peninsula Ihe 
other night," he writes, "But—and make no mis* 
lake about it—some of these good ladies arc 
quite fiery; others surprisingly militant in their 
political outlook. 

"I donT mean they'd start a national uprising 
overnight. But these housewives have the coun
try s situation — politically - pretty well sewn 
up , . . 

"These Sashers—spear-headed by Eulalie Slott 
and Molly Petersen—are all extremely sincere. 
And they are DOING something/' 

Bridges of Trust 

T HE Black Sash has done much to build 
bridges of inter-racial trust that are sorely 

needed, said Gerald Shaw in a leader page review 
published by the Cape Argus on 9th November. 

"It is in its unremitting campaign lo mobilize 
public opinion against the destruction of family 
life that the Black Sash has performed its greatest 
task. 

' 'The promptings of conscience can be disturb
ing -but they are always salutary, 

"As an important voice in White South Africa's 

conscience, the Black Sash has a valuable role 
to play in public life/" 

In a leading article the Argus commented; 
T h e political struggle is constantly before us 

but it is these devoted women who keep remind
ing Ihe nation that there is also a moral struggle. 
'Endorsing out/ for example, may have its poli
tical justifications but the separating of families, 
(he shattering of homes and the reduction of 
respectable citizens to homeless nomads in their 
own count r> offend all morality. . , • 

"The Cape can take pride in the fact that so 
many of its women are in the front ranks of 
the one organized, non-party, non-partisan moral 
assertion being made in the nation's public life. 
They have made of the black sash not only a 
sign of mourning but also a band of hope, 
because moral assertion has been carried, as it 
must be carried, into the field of practical appli
cation and effort. 

"The members do not content themselves with 
bemoaning broken homes and indignantly de
nouncing the dispersal of families. They strive 
to defend their rights, lo feed, clothe and assist 
mothers and children. This is something that, 
when the linal records come lo be written, will 
be scl down in honour not simply to an organiza
tion but to South African womanhood. , , . 

'The Black Sash puts forward no Bill of Rights 
but it has come to stand for justice and mercy. 
It is the women's creative contribution and a light 
shining forth bravely where the darkness is 
deepest/* 


