
NEW DEALS 

MANY of us have cherished Ihe hope 
that in the calmer atmosphere following 

the ending of the state of emergency and the 
referendum campaign a new deal for (lie non-
white people of South Africa would emerge. 
These hopes have been strengthened by the 
demands for changes in apartheid policy that 
have issued from many quarters, including 
some that are sympathetic towards Afrikaner 
nationalism. It has recently become clear, 
however, that if any changes are to conic 
about they will not be won without a deter
mined struggle, because the Prime Minister 
has resolutely set his face against any con
cessions. 

The expressions of disappointment that 
followed Dr. Verwoerd's announcement that on 
no account could Coloured people be per
mitted to enter Parliament suggest a lack of 
understanding of the character of the man 
himself and the nature of the philosophy that 
he holds. Verwoerdian apartheid is a rigorous, 
internally consistent system. There is no room 
within its framework for new deals, because 
in his view it itself is the best of all possible 
deals. The Prime Minister believes that if the 
system be weakened at any point its entire 
dissolution is only a matter of time. 

At the same lime the government believes 
that it can play its cards to better advantage. 
As far as the urban African is concerned, there 
is evidence of a desire to make apartheid work 
more smoothly. The Prime Minister said a few 
months ago that senior government officials 
would be posted in every large urban area to 
keep in touch with Bantu leaders and recog
nised Bantu authorities; this would ensure that 
ihe aspirations and needs of the urban Bantu 
population would always receive sufficient 
attention. He added that there would also be 
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visits from Commisioncrs-Gencral. that greater 
participation by urban Bantu in local govern
ment was receiving attention, and that efforts 
would be made to eliminate grievances. Since 
that statement was made the enforcement of 
reference books for African women has been 
postponed, and steps have been taken to 
establish closer liaison between the police and 
the Department of Bantu Administration and 
Development. 

A draft Bill has also been drawn up to 
amend and consolidate the laws relating to 
the urban African. It was intended to be con
fidential, but such an important matter could 
not be kept secret. One of the objects of this 
Bill appears to be a thoroughly objectionable 
provision for stricter control over local authori
ties in order to ensure that government policy 
is implemented. And there is no sign of a 
change in the policy of enforced apartheid 
itself. The Government is still under the 
delusion that "the aspirations and the needs 
of the urban Bantu" can be satisfied by 
administering apartheid more skilfully. 

Support for the idea of a new deal for the 
Coloured people has been mounting in the 
Cape. Various proposals indicating a change 
of attitude towards the Coloured people have 
been put forward by individual Nationalists 
and a special committee was appointed by Dr. 
Donges, leader of the Cape Nationalists, to 
review party policy as it applies to the 
Coloured people. 

Some Nationalists entertain the crude idea 
that by making concessions to the Coloured 
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people they can be brought into the white 
laager as allies against the Africans, and this 
viewpoint is unfortunately not confined to 
Government supporters. There are, however, a 
number of genuine new-deal Nationalists who 
are motivated by entirely praiseworthy con
siderations. 

Whatever the motivation, the Prime 
Minister was not in favour of this talk of new 
deals. He appointed a Cabinet Committee 
with himself as chairman to consider the 
matter and announced thai there would be no 
concessions. 

What's all this about a new deal? I've just dealt."—Cape Times. 



The important question that now awaits an 
answer is whether Nationalists who favour a 
new deal will stand up and fight for it. We 
hope that they will. 

Some critics dismiss with scorn all talk of 
new deals coming from Nationalists on the 
ground that they are insincere and in any 
event do nol go far enough. White South 
Africa has run out of time, they say. for a 
gradual repenlence: poverty, hardship and 
deep resentment of the indignities imposed by 
apartheid have become intolerable to the 
African people. The Black Sash is griniK 
aware of the dangerous possibilities that the 
future holds, but does not believe that it is 
futile to work for a change of attitude among 
the majority of the white people, or to urge the 
advocates of a new deal—even if it is only 
for the Coloured people, and however 
inadequate it may be — to intensify their cam
paign. Nationalists who see the need for 
reform carry a grave responsibility because 
among all the people of South Africa they 
arc the most favourably placed to achieve 
results. 

What can we do to hasten the advance along 
the road to better government? Ft is essential, 
in the first place, to keep on demonstrating to 
the white community as a whole the injustice 
of present policy. White people must be 
made to feel what it is like to be evicted from 
one's home, to lose one's job or to be forcibly 
separated from one's family. Secondly, we 
must bring about closer contact between the 
numerous groups of which our country is 
composed. We must bring together people of 
different races, of different language groups, 
of varying political outlook, because this is 
the best way to dissolve prejudices and create 
a belter understanding of South Africa's real 
needs. The work may not be spectacular, the 
results may often be disappointing, but it is 
an essential task if a genuine new deal for all 
our people is to be peacefully achieved. 
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