SOUTHERN TRANSVAAL'S

EXPERIMENT IN

CONSULTATION

UR “experiment in consultation™ is an

effort 10 provide one small bridge for
consultation  between  African and  white
women in the urban areas., and envisages a
series of regular, organised discussion groups
dealing with everyday subjects of interest to
Women i1 general.

The first conference was arranged for Seplember
October, and was held in three sessions, two after-
noon sessions, which were attended by 30 women,
and ong all-day session for general discussion, which
was open to all. This was attended by about 50
women, Al all three sessions attendance was equally
composed of African and white women. Those
taking part in the discussions were professional
women, nurses. teachers. clerical workers, boose-
wives and mothers. Nobody was asked to come as
the representative of any organisation —all were
individuals, and free Lo speak as thevy chose.

The women were divided inte thrée discussion
groups, and the subjects discussed were:

Income and Employment (working mothers. stan-
dards of living, cost of living, elc).

Parents and Children (old age, courting problems,
adolescence, citizen or delinguent?).

Education (for what? This included best use of
talents, use of leisure, ete.).

Army of Citizens

THLH‘.F. 15 an army of ordinary eitizens whao
have challenged the ahuses by persanal
action, such as the Black Sashers. a bodv of
women who have fought with leonine courage
and a delightful forthrightness. By their con-
stant attendance in the courts where the pass
cases were lried they slowed down the pacc
from some rattle-trap seconds to a decent
period where they was at least time for justice
o be done. and they often succeeded in com-
pelling the caurt to do it.— Rebecoa West, in
the Sunday Times, 15th April, 1960,
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SASHERS
IN ACTION

The frst day was spent in getting to know one
another, and discussing the given subjects; the second
in compiling papers co-ordinating the results of the
discissions; and on the third day the groups came
logether, the prepared papers were read, and general
discussion Tollowed.

The atmosphere was warm and friendly—discus-
sions were quite informal, nobody was alraid (o
speak. and all were eager to put their points of view.

The chairman of the group dealing with Income
and Employment, Mrs. Mzaidume, was cxcellent in
keeping members o the point and encouraging them
all to speak. This group produced a minimum basic
budpel which worked our at £33 per month and
included only the bare essentials-—one item was
£2 10s. per month for travelling expenses for only
one member of the family.

Parents and Children

Dr. Worris ook the chair of the group discussing
Parents and Children. The African women are as
worried as the Whites about the problem of delin-
quency, particularly among teenagers. and they also
have their ducktails. Those children attending
schools can do so for only three hours a day. in a
class of 70 to 8D, For the rest of the time, therc
is nothing for them to du, apart from a few social
centres.

At the end of the conference. the organiser, Mrs.
Morris, was presented with 4 bouguet jrom the
African wormen as a token of their pratieode. Therr
appreciation of her efforts to provide them with an
opportunity of meeting sympathetic white women
was overwhelming. She has since received a number
ul letters of congratulation, saying how interested
the writers had been, and how much they would
like 1o be included in future discussion groups.

Mrs. Morris received invaluable help in organising
this venture from Mrs. Phyllis Mzaidume. and Mrs.
Anne Welsh.

We feel that the while wome
other things — that the African women, becanse of
the restrictions on their lives. have to cope with
problems thal we, in the enmjoyment of our freedom
of movement, do not dream of—a very salusary
lesson even for women as well disposed as our
members; and that the African women, in their turn,
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CONSULTATION —Contimued

learned that all women. whatever thetr colour and
background, have similar

problems.

For the beneht of other Regions who might wish
to experiment in consultation. the following sugges-

tions are olfered:

family and domestic

P

It is important (0 sct a subject and provide a
list of questions for each group. to start {them
on their way., Each group chose its own leader.
and a secretary to make notes.

The groups should not be oo large.

It 15 essential to hold more than one meeting.
in order to build up the talks. Two would be

sufficient. but the series of three worked owl
very sasfacionty.

4. It is a pood idea to approach in advance one
or two pronunent African women who could
suggest themes for discussion and invite other
African women who could attend.

5. Prelimipary work and planning must be under-
taken, In this case. ropeod circular letters
were sent out. and  individual letters were
afterwards sent to the African women who had
indicated that they were interested. Rceplies
were received from all, and those who were
not able to {ake part expressed regret. Most of

the white participants were telephoned.

Reviewer of Education for Isolation asks:

EDUCATION FOR WHAT?

HE GOODWILL. skill and energy of the

women of the Black Sash are an assct {o South
Africa. Another special issue of their magazine
has just appeared, this time called Education for
Isolation (2s.). It shows these qualities of theirs,
The twentv-odd articles, pictures and guotes are
salid material, well presented. One piece, “Jabu-
lani!™”. about a farm school. 15 a little gem. Others,
like Mrs. McCormick’s on texi-books, are as good,
though serious and factual. There are guotations
that should not be forgotten, like Verwoerd in
the 1933 parliament: “When 1 have control of
Native education I will reform it so that Natives
will ke taught fraom childhood thal equality with
Europeans is not for them.”

The main attack, on Christian National Educa-
tion, leads the editor to ask parents to work for
“the establishment of schools in which children
of both language groups are given the opportunity
o know each other”. The word “ollicial” afier
“both™ would repair the error, but is this what
the Black Sash wants? Or have they also left
“White” out after “which”™? The sentence illus-
trates the weakness of the publication, of the
Black Sash itscll and of the muany valuable organ-
izations of similar guabbies who are toncerned
about South Africa. This is the weakness; —

® They only know what they DONT want, In
this ciuse — no Bantu Education, no C.N.E., no
sulary differentintion between Colowred and
White teachers, no pro-While bias 0 text-
books, no centralizabion, and many more noes,

@® Bul they don't know what they want instead,
or how to get it if they did know. At the

recent Nalional Conference on Education in
Durban. the most consistent atltack was on
ignorance. on retardation, on retribalization, on
illiteracy, bul no one could, or dared, say
how they were o be replaced.

® They can only be replaced in a4 new South
Africa, which Liberals believe cun only be
built on liberalism and democracy. People of
goodwill who belong to and work in organiza-
tions like the Black Sash must make up their
minds whether they agree or disagree,

® Contact welcomes their excellent lalest issuoe,
Ednpcationr for [sotation, and urges them 1o
face the question: If not for iselation, then

ecducation for what?
—Centact, 1Weh Sepiember, 1961,

“A Little Masterpiece”’

I'VE ALWAYS respected the Ladies of the Black
Sash for making such a good job of being White
South Africa’s conscience,

But today 1 sweep ofl my {astelul Homberg in
a particularly Tow and clegant bow to these ladies
— their special issue of “The Black Sash™ entitled
“Educalion for Isolatton™ is a little masterpicce.

Gel §l. (riends, and vou have the whole truth
about Separate Education (“*No mixing in langu-
age, culture, religion or race™) in a nutshell.
What's more — they give vou both sides of the
meture,

—Past, 11th Septentber, 1960,
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