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'lHK CO~ST U Rn CP Sami .uRreA··

Some Comment:. 011 the Statement FrOlll !'be Dock by Abralll Fiscber. of

the COlllIIlun1lt Partr of South At1'te.

-I beU...... "DeD I Jou..4 ttl. iUacal Cc.lWI1,t
Party that Boatb .ltl'lca had ••t 011.1: on • course
wblcb cou.ld lad 0D11 to C1T11 Q%' of the 1I0,t
Y1clou.a kiDd• • ••ilC.r1. pr0T14~ per f ect hl.torlcal
anmple or that. I belilTed, lDoreover, and ,tUl
beU.ve that such. cl't11 ....et' c"n ntlnl' be von by
t tl. Wb1hl or th1. country. Thay 1I1£l1t yin lome
1D1t l al rOunds. In the 10111 run the balance ot
torc•• 11 aca1n5t th_. both Inll1da and Ol.\ t d da
th. country••• •But v1n OJ' l o. a, ttl. conaaqulnce.
ot c1v1l VU' 1ofOU14 btl bO%'rl t r1nr aDd p~aJMnt.
Cllarl,. it 11 1arperatlft tha t an altel'Dat1VI
'~l1tl Cl11' be t ClU.Dd, tor 1n truth clT11 Val' 11 110
I.dlutlon' at all. '

- Abr... Ftscher

He who vanta to chane' th. 014 loe1et,.. bat recoU. frOID. th,
only . rr'CUM lIIethod, or do~ s o, end. up br accOIIIOClatl:ag b1JI..lt
to that .octet,.. H. thereby aea_ph the valu• • and clasl tlOJ'al1t7
of t he old .ociety, the .ervice. of t ho. e rulers and .upport e r s
be tranticall1 see ks t o enlilt in order t o e f f ect .ooial cb&nle.
In the r e l1l1t, be enter s lnto cODCub1Da, e vith th_ , and eobtlru
upon s C<XU'le ot a c t i on vb1ch, far fr~ br1Jl&1n& aboat t he d..ired:
loctal ch&zJ&e, . erely leads to prop03ed lurtace . ocU t l cat i ons of
the old lociety. We call IUc h a person a r etora1lt f or -a l ett
v1n& fellow tra~lar of the l tatUS quo' , In whose e,.s the cau.e
of l1beraUOIl 11 not ca=rpell1nl 8nOUV1 to pera1t t he 11... of all.
anna to Ittaln U. Bat w e ll a person, banns set hiII..lt the Ilol.
of radical IOCial cb'nee, i l pr epared: to ase t be svittest and
bold..t lIIIe t hod l t o achie.,. it, mean5 and end l are i n c OClJllete unit1l
and _ call him a revolutionary.

We ba'" before UI the ~eeeh whieb Abum P1Icher, lea der ot t he
Camun1. t Party ot South Africa ( CPSA) del1va red: trOll the Dock in
tbe Sooth African Supreme COQrt. It 11 called "'-hat I did val Rieht-.
CUr CQlllllleats oa bl. *pH ch are theretore Y11'tuallY an ana1yl1a of
the policies ot the CPSJ. who ..v to it t hat it Val vidaly c1rclllat ad
and did 10 vitb a cclUII.U an. He llCe we otten r efer t o ell"c erpts t2'ca.
Fischer's speech al CPSJ. .tateoen t ••

But, first ot &11, i t is alcesaary t o record that Pilcber ~ba:rked:
Ob bil coarse ot acti oa vit h deep pe rsona! convicti on and a r ...rk
able display ot Talour. 'Ib1l evokes OQr ad!!l iraUon and solidar i t y
vith him a,a1llst t he rulers ot t he countr y . HaVing laId that , there
are ma~ who vl11 di . a gr e e vith t he met bod. his Party a dop ted to
achieve their protessed aim of democr a t Ic change . They are metbod,
'Iihleb the C.P . ha'" doggedly t ollowed t or a number of years In <XU'
country, lIe thad!! whi ch l e«d further and fu r ther t rOlO\ t he elllol ot
lIberation and vtl lch t end t o let ~ck tho , trucele each tl~e t he ,
are .-pl oyed . Pi lcber ' s speech su..arlle, those C.P . tlet~ods . and
1D tald.n& U as the polDt ot departure t or another crUlc~S3 ot
t hea, _ ~!l 10 in. the_.h9P.e_ tlu1t ;1!.e t1ner_ counsels ot r e"roll,lUonau'
loci . Usn V1ll tiMlly preY1.ir Throu!thout the ;'~!;n eeveeea e r cr tJii"
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~rosecutlon or t he struggle.

"What I did vas Right " I s cer t a1nlT not cast i n t he MoUl d of Fidel
Castro' s "Hi st ory Will Absolve Me". Whereas t he t ormer sought .ceo
modat 1on wi t h the rulers, the latter defiantly stated the revOlutionary
objective or liquidating the r ul1ng clas:!! and do1ng 110 by t o11ow1nC
Danton' s prescriptioll or "aud acit,., llIar . audacit y , and once Jlor. auda
ci t y" . Fi schel" . speech 1. an abstract "crltlcl~ or veapons"' "whi1e
Castro as sailed bi , rulers by comb1n1nB "cri t icism Kith weapons •. . .,,'
Did Fischer'. own eDd justify t he t aith he had In t hem (the rulars)
that t hey would play the gema aceord1D& to the rUle, and finallY sit
down vi th his part,. in perfect un!t y to listen to t he voIce at r euon
and t hen llIat. prOTis1an tor • peaceful transition to democratic rul,?
More caner.tal'l did the ends of his part y j ustify t he means? Di4
tbose tneaD8 no 1.1llS f'\U'th.r and f'\U'tber a_,. nom the end, the,. ha4
in 1II1Dd. 'I ' It 1e thi. corJ..w dislocation between ends and lIIe,ans, as
tl%pressed in his Court ,;P" c!l ,. that ill th. euentia1 traledT ot tn.
n.cher .tort. l or rllno'". J.Utl II rea4 thread throulh C.P. po11ay is
tJI.1r wUl1nsnes. to "acCOlllOdat. the rUler. at e,"r,. tl1l"n, to the extent
ot water 1n,:'.d:1ND the llberation pl'Ocr__e, so that they lII1ght becaDe
amenable t o the idea ot ahar1n& paver with t he oppres,ed. . BT aocept1J:ll;
the assumptions aDd prelluppo.it1ons or t ha r nl1na: cla•• , he lIIet th_
unarme4 in the1r own battle-neld - t heir own "reasoning" in the t eeth
or appollition _ and beCanttl a capUn cr their special mora11tT. In .
conaequenc., hi_ polltica1 ends receded and bec..... 1II0re obscll1'e all the
lIIeans of a,"sininl tb_ became .ore 1nIlrrectual.

the C.P. IDake their retreat fr om Mlll"Xi llll under cover ot ,Har.t1I1'1l . Tbe
C.P. chance themllllvu frOlll profelllld Marxists to old-tash10ne4 libe
ral" but CaD on1T do _0 by chanc1ng Marxi sm ihelr into a liberal
doctl':lne. Poor Man. He 11 not here t o detend hbIlelr. Man vas verT
cJ.ear on tbe kernel or h1_ doctrine. In a l etter to J. We)'dtltlleyer_(1852)
he write,lJI-

"no credit i . due t o me tor di.c0V9r1nr~th. ex1l tenc. ot 01111••_
in lIIodern _oc1etT, nor t,he ItNggle between tbtltll. "

The CP do not sublcribe to thi. pith of MIU'%1S111 ! becau.e it oonntct_
vlth their OODCern over the t ate ot the privil eaga<l vh1t.. and their
ourrent coUaboration vith imperialillll.

'Where.s Mlll"X aays that "'orce i. ttle li1d1r1 t e or every ol d _oclet,.
carrY1nc'~1n its womb II nev one" tbe 'CP rule out t orce o~l.tel.7. 1'h1a
naturallY fiows from their abborrence ot t he dictatorl hip or th. pro
letuiat which in Ann"- d!IIPlT lIIeans an al'l!led black me:orl t y cru'b1nc
th. pr1v11edg•• ot the vb1tes 1D p neral and the 1mperialls t owners ot
the Ile~ .ot production in·particular.

Pilcher "ie qulte rr.nk that b. 11 11101'. concer ned OV9l" t he f ate ot the
'orbltes 1n a var of liberation t han be 11 over the bl acks . "I• •bell.ve"
he III"S, "that a ciY11 war can never be von by the whlte, of this
country" ano'! that 1n &l17 . ...nt "the consequences ct civil war would be
borrit:rtnl :and pe1'l!la11llnt".

lIhat the "horritytna" and "pemlU1llnt" cons equence s are, be does not
sp.n out, bUt lt 18 cJ.. ar that he r egardl the 1mpres s ot a black
proletar1at on tbe State, re,Ulttna: trom a revolution , a s more 1IIenac1nl:
than the r etention ot white tdnor1tT r ule by toree ot arms. It is
precisel,. this tear t or tbe tutur. ot the whites and t he1r pl a ce a l a
sp.cial group in a new societ y that Iuds the C. P. to r ul. out r evolU
tion. "or be saylll

nThe .01. ques tion tor t he future tor all ot us•• •• al'e~t whether
the change will come but onlT wheth.r t ne chang. cnn be brculht
about peae.tully and without bloO(!sb.dl and what th, podt 1on ot
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thg whU e man h goin!! t o be i n t he period iln."lledlately t ollow1ng
on the 83tabl lshment of democraoy"·

In essence, t his oeans t hat t hey are prepared t o wi tness t or an
l nder1n1ta period th9 perpetuation 01' white dOlJl!nat l on by t he
r uthless persecution and slow lIIess murder of t he bl ack ma jor i t y
rather than to opt t or a swift r evolutlol1Et ry way out t hat can_put
an end to three hundred years 01' race wars and genocide , They can
not agr_ to apUl a 11ttle blood ·now in or der to save a- l ot more
l ater, because the blood or t he ~lte minori t y might be i nvolved.

,
'Nei t har at that staga (1950) nor at any &tag. since t hen has a
Bocla11s t revolution beell on t he agenda in Sout h Atrlca". Fisher
assures Us. - or COlU'se not, when t he C.P. a lways had a ve s t eo:1
i ntere.t 1n cartain !" 'lecta of the statuI quo and lIhen t heir co1.
laboratlon with 1m~ . ~l81ism rUles out any action tha t threatens the
expropriation ot imper i al i st interests in Az.an1a, llke the mines
a nd pri~te manutacturing.

Having paced soci ali Slll int o coUl s t orage , the CP proceed t o 'Water
down even the lIIin1l!l.l1llI democra tic pl'ogr "= -:l wi th t heir emphas15 on
c hange by negot i a t i ons between t he opr ressor and t he oppressed,
exploiter and exploited. The type et Sta te the CP call t or 1a neither
nsh nor tow1.

It 1s bard to b~lieve, but it i s true t hat in thia day and a ge the
CP stUl lIIe a di chotomy between democracy and SOC1alislll , when 1t
has been proved. by Ute itselt t hat democracy can be consolidat ed
only by introduc ing s OCial ist measures as soon as the revolution
15 victorious. To 11lnit the pr ogramme ot t he democratic r e volution .
to the trpe-work or capit~il1ll 11 not to guarant ee the s uccess ot
democracY but t o repUdiate i t. H1story t estities t ha t a democra t 1c

_reve1ntion mus t e i t ber gr ON' over _i nto social iSlll or sut ter det ea t at
t he hands ot t hos e against whom wholesll1e expropriatory Qeasur es
are not taken in good t iDle.

It has never happened i n histor y t or t he propertied cl asses t o sit
in conterence wi t h t he peopl e they oppress so as to band over peace
tul l y and voluntarily a par t or t heir p.DWer. Nar.r merci l essl y
ridi cUled the German llber~s who , in 1649, called a parliament to
draw up a constitutirm t or a Uni t ed Gel'!'lany and then present it t o
t he Austrian overlords t or rat it1cation . This parl iament or con
vention ot democratic nannies and bourCeoisie l awyers deliber ated
t or waeks on constitutional nice t ies , gl oriously unconcer ned with
t he question ot e t t ect i ve power t o enfor ce t hei r consti tutional
dacisi~ak1ng. When . t her e t ore, the Aust r ian rulers had cmahed
the r evolts t hat had broken out i n ve r ious par ts ot t heir Empire ,
they could tur n t he i r a t tention t o this as ser.lbly of "ol d vanen" _
as Marx called t hem .. II;nd dispers e t hm y1 t hout any t r ouble.

Together with t he ANC , t he "cD::\rlun!sts" called an "A11-in"..conrerenc~"
,in Much 1 961 "and deci ded" , accor di ng t o Fischer , " to make one more
peacetul call on the Gove~ent to hold a Convention at least to
discuss the constituti on t or the new Republ ic ot Sou~h Atri ca tailing
whicb there should be a t bree_da y atay-atwhome at t he e nd ot H57". · .
Thi s contere nce was ree.lly "all~in" in t he sense t hat t he agent~
ot imper ialism wer e called upon to l e nd their support t o the idea
ot a nat ional convention . And i t t he Government still r ema.ined
i ntransigent, t here was to be a strictly controlled 3t rlke of limlte~
d urati on s o a8 not t o estr ange a nd j eopardise t he i nt eres t s ot
i mperia11lrm whos e ce-cpeeetacn the CP wanted t or an A;menheimer _
Wtbuu -.coali t ion w:Lthln the traMework ot nac-col onialism• .

What the CP wanted was vhat !!llrx cal led "a partial , merely pol i tica l
r evolution" which , 111th t he backing ot t he torces of law and or der ,
could be achi eved peacetu1ly. without a rousing the most down- trodde n
mass es who have lllore "radi cal chains '" t o break. The CP stood in .. 
dread ot: the most exploited sectices -. ot Az.:mte. , beeauae t heY t eared
a t horough reno~ticn or SOCiety .

• •• • ••• 8/



- 8 -

FEAR CF R:::V01OTI ON BY TIm BLACK MASSES

Seve~al times 1n the course of his speech, Fischer proudly pointed
to t he C.P. r ecord of warning t he rulers t hat unless they altered
t heir policy a r evolut1on would be unavoidable . I n f ect the C.P.
willi ngly and knowingly acted as the barometer of the political
pressures "bui lding among the ~sses so that t he r ul er s could .take
measures in good time t o deal with an 111lpending political storm or
beed the advice of' the C. P. to i nt r oduce such reforms as 'woUld sta
bilize the sit uation i n t he country.

• •
Fi scher says t hat i t was his duty t o- be ectlvetn t he C.P. "in View
or ••• t he dangerous c ircU1IIstances which have been cr ea t ed in South
Attica". He speaks ot the "extreoely dangerous s ituation into whi ch
South. Africa 1 s being 1..-1" by t he policies of t he goverIllllent ; o! , " ••• tbe
pre sent dangers in SO.. ·.:-1 Africa which would i ll!pel people t o act " . "The
sit uation create~." be warns , nwould immediatel Y be expl osi ve and lead
overnight t o extr eme unres t and violence." "s outn Africa," be conti
nues in the same vein, "had set out ·on a cour se which coul d l ea (l t o
-c i vil 'var ot: t he mos t vicious kind," ' and cor.clU(leu "liad our Yh1.te
p olitical leaders • • • •preached the poss i bi lt t y ot: lnt er ·racial cO
operation•••we might already have r eached a position ot: satety. ~ .

What kind ot- language is this , coming as it doe, t:rom "corrll!lan1sts"~
It amounts to t hi sl t he C. P. doubly perspir e 1n tear ot t he prospec t s
ot a rmed r e volution and tiM it lI'Iore "horrit:y1ng" tban t he continued
r ace violeJ1C1t and genocide c Ollllllitted by the r ulers . There is no other
int erpretation one can pl ace on t hese r emarks .

The C.P. were exhorting the goverment t o act at onc e betore t he libe
ration s truggl e came under t he i nt:lueoce of a l eaders hip that a~ed
at not hing leu t han a r adi caJ. social overtur n by me t hods ot armed
s truggle. In t hi s connection t bey r e ter to t heir se r vices to t he
rulers. Fi scher cites t he tJmkhonto Manifesto which saysl

"We or Umkhonto we Sizwe , have alwa ys sought t o achi eve libera
tion without bloodshed. and c i vil clash. We hop e . e ven a t th"' ·
Jete hOll!' , t hat our f'1rst act ions will awake e.ver yone to a~
realisation of' t he di sastrous sityat ion t o whi ch Nat ionalist
policy is l eading . 'de hppe t hat we will bring t he government
and its s upporters t o their senses betore i t Is t~te , sO
t hat both the government and its polic ies can be c ed bef ore .
mat t er s reach the desParate stage of civil war, ( emphasi s added)

Thp " t i rs t ac t ions" which Umkhonto (the mil itary wing of t he Congr ess .
.ulianoe whi e h i s under the spirit ual l eaders hip of t he C. P. ar.4 to ·
which t he Afri can Na t ional Congress or South At:rica is a junlO1' partner )
Undertook t o "bring t he gover nment a nd. i t s s upport ers to their senses"
were "sOl'1e highly cont r olled and r estrict i ve sabot age" against "care. 
tully sel ect ed t argets, t argets which could be a t tacked wit hout endan
gering lit'e an4 l imb.... (anel) whi c h , if' succeasfUlly atta cked, YOUJ.d
disrupt t he process ot governing. " .

The C.P . do not tell us t hat t hese tut ile methods not onl7 i ncreased
the intransigence ot' the whi t es , but exacerbated their r ace pre j udice,
compel l ing t he governnent at t he same t i me t o s t rengthen t heir armed
f'01'CeS and arm the whi tes more ert'ectively.

What is s i gnlt'icant he r e i s t hat, while the C.P. irrevocabl y r ul e out
f'arce and r e volutionary violence by t he masses, the r ace viole nce ot'
t he r uling cl a sses is sl~~ly deplored each time it occurs , and this in
r es ponse t o t he peacefUl method s ot the C.P . and t he organisati ons
i t controls . This i s I. double s tandar d ot mor al i t y which natur allY 
n otr.! t:r0!:l their concern over the Whi te vot er s and t he eJl;i s t i nc pro
perty rel ati ons. Thus the C. P. ac t ed in order t o prevent a recurr ence

. of the , "Paarl riots" and t he "Bashee murders" (both P.A.C. "led) whi ch
l ed to the l oss ot whit e l i ves. Their ac t i ons were calculated lito
have the efi'ect or det err ins extremists , whose numbers a nd I n t:'l uence

•••• •• •9/~1ERF.
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W8rA growing at cn alarming r at e. trom undertaking preciselY t hat ki nd
or terrorism \lhieh we have alwa ys sough t t o pr event . " (~pha515 added)

Eoually da!lU'l1ng I s t h e C. P. nay of t he Azan1en r evolution as not hi ng
eise t han t he beginni ng or a r ace war . The cal cul at ed r ace val'S or
t he r ulers down t he centur ies hold less t error t or t hem. But as s oon
a s t ha black masses undertake some sor t of conce r ted act i on to .counter
t he r ace _1'a or the vb1t es i n order t o prot ect t hemssl ves and improve
t heir conditions at life, then t he C.P. view of t hi s I s t he beglnnlng
and aggravet l on or r acial str ite . Lis t en t o this I .

" ••• there had baen grave unrest i n ~~ny par t s or t he count r y due
t o the applica tion of apartheid'" l a....s - 111 Zeer us t and SekhUkhu
nnan4:. In Durban and WlU"lIlbat hs, in Zululand a nd Pondoland.

"All tbese pointei' t o the aJ.tnO~t inevitable out br eak or violence
in its ll'l Ollt dan- '.r ous torm , a.,e , i ndiscriminate violence purely
on racial grounds . "

ThUll the steps t aken by tha poor peasants in these areas t o r esist the
measures o~ the rUlers t o destroy thei r crops, cull t heir cattle and
destroy their v11.1ages in order t o force t hem t o work tor st arvat ion
wages, are called by the C.P. "violence I n i ts mOl t danger oull torm";
more dangerou" that i s, t han t he violence ot t he State aga1n.st detenee
less people. The C. P. are more concerned over those organised actlo.n.s
by t he 1l\S;sses which "stimulate r ace antagonism" and lead to loss. or
wbite lives t han t hey are over t he acti ons ot the St at e ¥bieb incr..s e
race antagon1ms and the loss ot black lives a hundr ed times over.

ClPSA SEEX THI RE'l'E!'TI ON or MCB CATEGORIES

We have seen that, tar trom basing themselves on t he most e:cp1.oited
s ect ions ot the people, as ever y genuine COl!mIunist Par.t y doeSl the CPSA.
stood in dread ct: t hem, t earI ng t he "raci al" consequences ot heir
mass mobW sat i on. When they were or ganis ed at t imes then the C.P.
simply used them aa a pawn i n ordel' t o negot I at e ,rrom st r engt h witt!.
the ruling classes f ar petty r eforms t and t his t hey did with scant
r egard for 1Ivell, the sacr i f i ces and t he mor ale of the bl.eck mallses .

The attitude ot the C. P. t o the r ace dI T1si ons in Azanla Ia 1nt tmat e1.Y
connected witt!. their collaborati onist poU t i cl!l and t heir l.imited demo
cratic objectives. Their gos! ot a mul ti- racial i mperialist atate in
Azania rules out a cl ass approach to pol i t ics complet el y. Instead,
t he C.P. oper at es purel y within t he assumpt ions or t he race divisions
laid down ~ the despoti c .tates.

As a predominantly white organisation, t he C.P. could have done a
service to t he llIovement if t hey had attempted to ~ork among the whit e
workers, especial ly t he Atrikaanar '~orker, and helped t o bring them
t o t he11" working cl all' Il8cses. Not that whites shOUld only organise
whites and black8 organise blacks, but t hey were obviously more eeee
sible to the economically less pr i vileged whi t e worker s t han t he black
leaders of the movement. They could have made pr opaganda among t he
~hite workers ,hOlrlng that. because they are used by i mperi a1.iS1ll and
t he Atrikaansr bour geoi s1e as an 1nst r ument f or the oppr es , i on ot the
blacks, t he r Uling cl nsses t hereby st r engthen t heir aomi nat i on over
t h8lll . In the words or Mux, t hey can be t aught t he les son that "labour
with a ~hIt. skin cannot be f r ee whi le l abour with a bl ack skin 1 11 in
chains."

The C. P. concern is how "men ot ditrerent r aces (can) live and work
together in harmony and peace • t o coo-operat e f or t he good ot all."
They seek t o be al l things to all men and end up bv being nothing t o
anybody. "All t he peoples ." says Fischer, n••• •must be given a VOice
i n t heir own attalrs and in t he whole country whi ch t hay work in and.
t hay must be t aught t hat races cnn ~ive and wor k t ogat her in harmony. "

<
The C.P. do .not eve n maallur a up t o t he 'Liber al Par t y ot Sout h At r ica
t hat have opted t or a non-racial democracy under ~hich ther e wi l l be
no di st1nctions balled on r ace and each i$ sUJpl y reg~rded a s a hu~an
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being , and not a lI'l_be r ot any distinct i", .pec les.

~pha.i. is placed by t be C.P . on t he pree40a Charter or the Congress
£1l.i&QCe Which tare _.hadows t he r . t ent i on ot t be r ac . cate,ori •• in
a o-ocr a t i c South Afri ca . It s afll t

-All people . ball ba", . qual r ight , to use the11' ova ~,e
and t o d.",109 t heU ova t oUt cultur. and custocs i and ~.- .-

-£11 nat ional croups .hall be protected by law acalitst 1n.tults
to theU r a ce and national pr ide.-

In the Colonial vcn'ld, lmp. riali s:ll ' . traditional pollcy i. the 41Y1sion
ot t he p. opl. by azploi t ing tribal, r elici ous and r ac e di t t . r.DCes .
This il put ot .th. pollcy or dhide and rUle. I:dlp.ria1iSlll i s thus
able to . stablish it. be,~ony over the ooloni• • and s emi - coloni.s on
the balis or su ch dltte~ ~nces . To thil da y , ~perlalism t o.ters sucb
r acial dirterence s in or d.r to t hwart the movem. n t ror national
unitication and r ul l 1n4.p.nc1ence.

In A~n'l ~.r1al1sm and the Atrika~~ bour,e oi si. bad . reot ed witbin
t he trame-.crll: ot an intecrated soc1e ~)· t.'le barr ier . ot rac. in. order
to exclude the -Uricuw frQl t he boc!y-pol1t1c on t he aroundl ot tbeU
i nter iori t y and t he need to sare-&\1&l"4 the cUl tural .upreaacy or the .
'fbit e r ace. '1'h1• • • rn4 a s the basil t or the eeccceae .Ilper-exploi tat ion
or the .Uricans. The c r.ation of the "Cap. ColOW'ed- and - Indian
, r oupI , with JUlt 1 0 au ob s ocial pr iTU.ac. as VU,l. keep th_ apart
t r Oll. th. Uricsn.s , r- t not . nougb t o close the . ocial cult betv..n th_
and the Wit e . , w.. d.sign.-d to l OW the leed l ot r ac. dirtlions a=onc
t h. oppre.sed 80 t bet the vb1t.s could _ tntain th.i r supr_ a cy . t:be.e
, roup. vere calcula t ed to • • m as . oc i al butter. r or a ",.n 1Ih1te
.,,1I1ori t y a ga inst a turbulent black _ Jori ty and in thi. vay lIla int a in
a .oci al equU ibl'iUII•
•
the rulel'S ot South Urica . nc ooras. c Ultur al parallelln by e nc1Ol11.n1
each croup v1th a spec i al CUl tur e and exl:lorting them to de..1 09 alOl3l
the1:r own lines and t ake pride in t he1:r r ace and CU.tOllS.

Th. emphas i s on rac. pride and cust~ t hat divide Us i . an i~iduou.
attempt by "procr . ..ive " whites in t he t10vement to pre llerve t h.ir
i dentity and pr. vent t b8TJIselv. s trOlll bei ng e...._pad by t he bl acll: maJo:e'ity.
Th. C.P. th.r.tore rep.at.c1lY r eter t o t h, pOll i t ion ot the whites .s a
s pe cial group a a delllocratic AMnia , because the ,. ar. " .k1.Dc " buUt-in
bUl ot rights t or the wit. minori t y a. a tOl"lll ot pr otection as:a1n3t
t he dana.r. ot blacJr. .aJori t7 rule . 1b.1. is not OD1y a "" nue s tatioo.
ot r acial t ear., but r a ce pr.Judi c • •

With the r apid pollUcisation ot the _ • • • • in Azanla and the JrOlodq:
awarena.s that . ~es,it. t b.ir t orc i bl. diY1s i on on r a c i 31 l ines . all ot
the. s hare a COllQunl t :r ot a t e res t s , they are sl out"h.1nc ott. ' colourdi_. ,
-IMi anilJlll' an4 t r i be11_ in order t o t onl a unifi.d nntlOMl 1I0VGlsent .
r or t h. C. P . an4 t he AJl:-e<ln';r ess .tl.liance t o peddle .Dch thiD.(S as ' race
pr ide' and Mphas i l1D.( t....e need t o ..tnt a in r ace dir t.r.ncel i . the
.oat abJec t capitulation t o the white r acialists that va can find
a.DJ'Vber • •

lfhat we d o sa:r i ::l that i t 111 becCt!les " r evol uti01Vtry l e ader s h i p s 1mP17
t o r e t1ect passively t he c onsc i ous nes s ot t he ~sses . Th.i r dut,. is t o
transt orm a r ace - conscious nes s int o Q nati onal c onsciou. n. ' ll llO t hat the
pe ople do not l ook a t t he i r probl~s t hr oueh t he prism ot t i me-hallowed
r a c. co.te gories . Above 0.11 , t he mass or t he pe ople mus t ,de vel op a cl a s s
c onsciou sness tha t CM a lone urulermlM lind finall y ell11l1ll1"lt. f eel ~s
ot r ec. . ...

It the C. P. are conc. rned over the plac. ot the White mi nor i t y in a
d eMoc ratic Azanla and seek to r e t a i n it as a di st1net group , 8 0 that,
according to Fillch.r i t .ay ll.cura . , ' t a l%' shnre ' or political end
.c~ic power, then t hey are holding t h. r . volution t o ranaGm and
entrench ing t hat ftry r ll.c ialisn _eng t he whi tes whi ch th.y t . 1l.r in

• • • •• • •ll/the
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the bl acks . Indeed, hOli can a dictatorshi p ot vorker.s and poor ·
peasant s embracing t he ma jor i ty ot t~ e nation . share power vith a
pri v:11eged group that , moreover . elects t o stand aloot trOll1 that
nation?

The C. P. may protiatbly r e!lect on the policy Which the French Comnunist
Part y t oll mred in Algeri a t or a l ong time during t he civil ",ar . For t
in t he i nteres t s ot t he Fr ench settler s in Alger i a and as a manifes
tation of t he11' national chauvinism the Frencn CP persistently called
f or the r et ent i on of Algeria as an i nextricable part of. Franca . Thi s
disutrous policy exacarba, tad t he r ace t eelings IlIIIOng t he eeaens and
encour aged them t o make a last-ditcn stand , when the Fr ench CP wit h
their pr ofessed Marxi st pr inci ples should have exhorted t hBlll to 0 0
operate vith t he r evolutionary f orces to hel p r id t he country ot
Fr anch ~eriali~ and in thi s way shorten t be civil war.

There i s no hi ~t Drical pr oot t hat t he r uling classes surrender without
a bitter struzgle. Fi .scher 's reference t o t he peacetul extension by
i mperialism ot independence t o t he African stat es is ot cour se illusory.
What happened loIaS that under Colonial man pressure i mperiali8tll ",as
torced to groom a new ~native" r uling clas s t o act as the cu_todi ans
ot bel' Vested interests in t he Afri can country.

It i s the les son of history t hat the nos t al l -BllIb1'aclng liberation
ot a peopl e can be br ought about only oy an armed r evolution ot tbe
most sweeping kind . For no ruling class gives up by U .s 0Im vol i t i on
i t s eecoceue and poli t ical po...,er . r That a lllan's pr epart,. is f ' neJ-'y
lI'Ortb t ar more t han his very lif e ...~ a l-!achi aval l1an dict~ bor ne out
by t he struggle t o t he deat h of t he dominant clas ses in detence of
the11' possessions. Attempts t o argue ",i t h t hem r ationally to surr ender
do not hel p, because t hey are asked t o gi ve up , at their own expense ,
t o those on W eD t heir pr i Vileged positions depend. It i s presUlllptuous
cheek on the part ot t he C. P. t o expect t he Sout h Af r i can r uling olasses
t o respond t o "r easonabl e r equest s " and to aler t them to -the ~angera of .
r eVOlution so t hat theY would 1}~7oduce reto~s with the consent ot the
peopl e .

por a comprehensiTe
. " mmer,r ot l'.A.C. 
pollc;r. it. objective_,
programme and t he reTO
l uti onB17 pat h it baa

t raTersed in armed
_truggle;- ga t a cop,f
ot "l'.A.C. in Pe1'8pe~

tive". Ccpiea avai l a
ble at all PAC of~1oe••
~one wno speeka of
t he Azan1an r eTolution
1f1t hout referanoe 1;0

PAC 1& a :fiddler ot
Nero ~s ilk.
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