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Despite two decades of persistent, state-enforced removals in Natal, the majority of block spots  have not )
yet been eliminated in this province, and an estimated 230 000 people are living under threat of removal

as a result., (See AFRA Report 16, April 1982). Some of these places are relatively well-lnown - Matiwene's
Kop, Driefontein, S5t. Wendolins, Acton Homes. Most are obscure and disregarded, names that have meaning
only to the canunities living there — Langkloof, Beersheba, Free State, Bartman, Malota's Kraal, lusitania,
Comfields, Jonono's Kop, Undanyane, The Stick and mary, many more, scattered through most of the province.
Although the rate of removals has been sluggish in the last couple of years, this does not mean a reprieve

for these commnities. The goverrment has made it clear that it will not tolerate the continued exislence

of black-owned land in what it has defined ss the white countryside. A few conmmities may find thenselves
consolidated into KwaZulu without being physically moved. ‘The bulk, however, are to be stripped of their
titledeeds, cleared off their land and shumted into resettlement camps which eventually, when full enough,
will be handed over to KwaZulu. If this policy is successful, Natal will see many more Limehills and
Nondwenis and Compensations; there will be many more displaced and dispossessed people - dispossessed not only
of their land but, as supposed citizens of a self—poverning KwaZulu, of their rights to security, work,
justice and social welfare inside South Afirica as well.

This Report locks at the historical background to this process: how did black spots come into being? It
should be read in conjunction with Report 16.

What is a -black spot'? The term 'black spot', although widely used, is ideologically charged, an emolive
piece of progaganda bred out of white supremacy. It is often used extremely loocsely by goverrment ofTicials
to describe - condemn — any black oceupied area that they want to move. In ils strictest sense, however, it
describes land owned by Africans that falls ocutside the limited areas set aside for African occupation by
successive white goverrments (the reserves, now glorified by the name 'national states'). 'This land is
frechold; most black spots have titledeeds that predate the establishment of Union in 1910. Their deeds
proclaim, in the Gothic script of an earlier age, that the land is to be held "in perpetuity” by the buyer
and his heirs. In addition to these privately owned farms, 'black spot' may also be used to describe
certain mission-cwned properties which were bought, also a long time ago, by various churches on behalfl of
their African congregations - often paid for by their African congregations - and then leased to them.

i of African frechold land: The origins of African freehold land date back to the mid 19th century
when a small but vigorous and predominantly Christian peasantry was emerging within African sociely in Natal
(and other parts of the country). In response to expanding market opportunities, under pressure to enter the
cash econony in order to meet tax, rent and consumer demands, an increasing number of African households
began producing an agricultural swyplus for sale on the open market. At first this new class of small
farmers and entreprencurs was based mainly on white-owned or crown land but by the 1880s sone peasant
producers had begun to enter the property market as well. In 1851 Edendale, just outside Pietermaritz-

burg, was bought by an ex-Methodist missionary on behalf of his mission commniiy; Uthe land was then
Is:.h—diuideduﬁrq}icﬂ:,r sold off among his followers. These pioneers were followed by a group of men fram
the Ndaleni Mission, near Richmond, who, in 1861, bought some land in the Upper Umzimkiulu river valley.
There were at that stage no legal bars to African purchase of land - although there were definite lNinancial
and social bars - and the next three decades saw a rapid increase in the amount of land in African ownership.
Most purchases were inland where land was cheaper than on the coast, concentrated along the Drakensberg
foothills and in the northem districts round Ladysmith and Newcastle, where very little land had been set
aside as reserves. By 1870 Africans owned 12 357 acres in Natal; by 1880 this had increesed five-fold to
62 012 acres and by 1890 it had increased still further to 206 719 acres - a miniscule percent of the total
frechold land then allocated in the colony but the begimming of a radically different form of land tenure
f_imin African society and the base on which a tiny class of landowners was forming.
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/I-;iever,altiu@i the amount of land in African ownership continued to increase (to 397 754 acres in 1910),
the pace of purchases began to slacken and then fall off in thel890s. This relative decline coincided with
the fortunes of the African peasantry, of which it was a part. The apening of the gold and diamond mines
intheLastq.ﬂrherufﬂ're19'I:hmmb.wygavemsmmﬁhmstmmitemmemial@-iuﬂmEﬂmleaseda
voracious demand for cheap labour by both the mines and the farms of white South Africa. In response to these
new opportunities, the various white goverrments began laying the foundations of the modem migrant labour
system: restricting black access to land, controlling black mobility and passing a series of tax and land
laws designed to force blacks into wage labour. In Natal the white settlers .achieved responsible govermment
in 1893. memmmeﬁﬁrmmhﬁmlmmbh&ﬁmﬂsﬁmmmhﬂ.

In the 1890s the Mission reserves were prohibited from allowing individusl terure in their settlements; in
1903 ﬂ'rerhtallathnqm*hnmtumtﬁhmtﬂdtnreﬂ.ﬂeallﬁfﬁmhichatﬂmmlenfmlm. The
process of proletarianisation of the African population was further speeded up by a series of natural disasters
in::lu.u:lingt:attledisease.frmu&ﬁchnﬂwﬂﬂﬂumpmdmmﬂmllfmnmmmmmetcmmﬂﬂr
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B:jrﬁethmrhtaljnhﬁduﬁmiminlﬁlﬂ,Aﬁicma:qﬂ&itimuffm&i‘nldlaﬂlaiahmﬂyhemdﬂwﬂ
and the econaomic basis of the peasantry smashed. Nevertheless, a small but significant amount of land
remained in African hands and continued to murture an erbattled but relatively powerful stratum of African
society into the era of bantustans and homeland goverrments. In 1905 there were 1 545 registered landowners
in Natal and 3 in Zululand, owning an aversge of 250 acres each: the grandfathers and great-grandfathers of
the present generation of threatened landowners. They formed something of an elite within the wider African
society, linked to each other by a derse network of marriage alliances and a common, staunchly mission-
Christian culture. In addition to the landowners there were their tenants; by 1916 about two-thirds of

the total population of 39 250 living on these farms. Deprived of capital, bypassed by roads and railways
aﬂhed‘nﬁcalaﬁaistameb}.rﬂ'mstate.mlaﬂmmmmninghnmlymimfmrmth:mlmt
their farming. At the same time, the growing lendlessness in the reserves, coupled with unsatisfactory
conditions on white farms, was forcing many rural blacks to look for altemative sources of livelihood
and accomodation, Ttwmﬁmmmﬁnm,ﬁﬂﬁmdd,hm“emﬁledmﬂﬁfmldfm-
one of the few areas where people could get land that was not controlled by goverrment officals or their app-
ointees.

The passage of the segregationist Land Acts of 1913 and 1936 put an erd to any further African purchase of
land cutside the proclaimed reserves. Many black fams were incorporated into the reserves but some were

not. They beame isolated and contained, enclaves in the midst of the white hinterland. A cycle of
underdevelopment, reminiscent of what was already visible in the reserves, was slowly gathering force. Too
mary pecple, hq;mdmafhadmtﬂflaﬂ.ﬁmﬂﬁmtmmtlﬂnr:yetmﬂieb
jes still, with strong traditions and the precious assets of their own land. with the refinement of
apartheid policy after 1948, these communities became even more vulnerzble. Their very existence contradicated
- disproved- official arguments of traditional and separate ‘homelands' of the African  population. Thus
land, bought in good faith , occupied for generations, became classified as black spots - blotches on the
theary and practice of apartheid which would have to be eliminated.
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