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SISTER CHRISTINE OBOTSENG 

Died:  7 September 2009 
 
 
On September 8, 2009 an article on page 8 of the Sowetan read:  
 
“A Catholic nun, teacher and former anti-apartheid activist, Sr. 
Christine Obotseng has died. 

Sr. Christine died at the St. Angela’s Convent in Dobsonville, 
Soweto, on Monday after a short illness.  

She was a teacher at the Holy Cross in Diepkloof, Soweto. 
Before that she also taught at St. Mary’s in Munsieville and St. 
Peter’s - both on the West Rand, and then at St. Angela’s. 

Sr. Christine was, with the likes of Sr. Bernard Ncube, 
detained on several occasions for her work with communities 
and organisations fighting against apartheid. 

A memorial service will be held at St. Margaret Catholic 
Church in Diepkloof at 1pm tomorrow. 

She will be buried on Saturday at Sterkfontein cemetery after a 
service at St. Angela’s at 6.30 am.”  
 
Thank you Sowetan! 
 
For those who do not understand why an activist is buried at the 
unearthly hour of 6.30 am, then you have not read the Sowetan 
on Thursday and mainly on Fridays weekly.  
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These are only the paid advertisements of deaths. How many of 
the poorest of the poor have died, you will have to guess. 
 
Weekly on Saturdays and Sundays, as many as 30 to 40 are 
buried in many of the churches in Soweto and elsewhere. As one 
undertaker removes the coffin from the church another coffin is 
wheeled in.  
 
In Durban when we lost Comrade Florence Mkhize, after the 
service as she was being wheeled out another coffin arrived. We 
had to move to the floor below to have comrades and friends say 
their farewell to her. She was a great comrade and you will find 
her in my book (Footsteps in Grey Street). 
 
So Sr. Christine will be wheeled out, while another body comes 
into the church to be blessed and sent on her way to where she 
believed she was going to.  
 
Daily the newspapers in our neck of the woods will tell you 
those who have died, some with photographs, but mostly not. 
You must remember these notices are paid for! Sometimes these 
are included in the undertaker’s charges, sometimes not.   
 
The poor never reach the obituary columns. Remember they are 
in the majority in our country! Those killed by drunken drivers 
on the side of the road etc are mentioned in the news columns or 
the TV bites. 
 
I am presently reading my son Mosala Mosegomi’s book “Soweto 
Explodes”. You will be amazed at the students, teachers and 
some headmasters who contributed to the struggle against 
apartheid education (Bantu Education, 1954). Amos Masondo 
from Guateng was in the initial  SASM, African Student 
Movements and other organisations that went before it. Mosala 
will dispel the notion that June 16, 1976 was an event. 
 
Sr. Christine at Diepkloof, a teacher in those days right in the 
heart of Soweto, must have been one of those teachers, whose 
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support of her student’s struggle against the lowering of the 
Matriculation standards preparing them for serfdom was never in 
dispute. 
 

***** 
An account of her experience in detention, written by her and featured 
in the book “THEY’RE BURNING THE CHURCHES” by Patrick 
Noonan  - a priest in Sebokeng in the mid 1980’s (pg 191-194, 
published by Jacana), gives us a fascinating insight of this great icon: 
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***** 
 
The article of journalist Fikile-Ntsikelelo Moya in the Sowetan 11 
September 2009 (on the next page) tells you so much more of 
this grand struggle veteran. 
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We salute and thank you Sr. Christine! 
 
Hamba Kahle our comrade! 
 
Phyllis Naidoo 
9 September 2009.09.09 
Durban. 
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