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Presidential address - = = = = jBl'. Jd.8.Moroka,

As you are all ewere, this year's c¢onference of the African
National Gongress had been arrange to take placée in Kimberley. But
your head executive has had to follow closely the events of our
days, to study most oarefully the rather flwld political situation
in Sop%arrio&,w hy these eventa ,.andsmhat €heye .. .74 $rom
time '“"%iﬁS““ﬁZéi“iﬁﬁ'éEhEZEZ‘ok hthé &n;tgﬁle §;i?££Ual situation
these men to whom you have entrusted the destiny of fthe afrxican
hational vongress and who, during three evemntful Jyears have been
at the helm of the ship of Congress have deoclded that we should meet
here. 1 em extremely gratified to see s0 many of you here today
beocsuse i1 wish you to understand that the executive is alive to the
faet that while sloemfontein and possible kimberley would have been
mors central and therefore more accessible for the four provinaes
it 1s something to gladden my heart and to fire us all with a
reusing emotion of inspiration to know that the possible inconvenience
of this venue has neither deterred the provinoiel branches from A
@ending delegates nor dampened thelr zeal. Xt is therefore with an
abiding sense of my appreciation of this evidence of your econscious-
ness of your duty that 1 extend to you all - members of the executiwe,

delegates, members and the audience - my heartiest weloome.

yhe times through whieh the world is passing are turbulent
and pregnant with the most far-reaching consequences.We are gpectatyrs
at a ghobular game of inter-nationsl end national adjustments and
re-adjustments.ve are sometimes aetive particlipants in scme or all
of these games. The shadow of these eNents trails across the face 8f
the earth and we can avoid this shadow no less than we can avoid the
gloom of a solar eclipse. such landmarks in the story ef the world
today are the aorean war, the eiectlons ln the United otates of
america, the hardy anglo-rersian oil controversy, the international
debates at the United Mations vrganisation, the conference of the

vommonwealth primlers and the elaborate preparations now afoot

tor the coromation of wueen alizabeth,
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bloocdy platform from whioh the nations of the world are trying

%0 iron out dirferences in their waye or life. For better or for worae
the eleotions in americe are inescapably bound to sffect world trade
and international sesurity. ihe anglo-reraslan pil controversy in neither
& locsl nor a private disagreement. %he outceme of it is a worlide-wlde
concern of the greatest eoconomioc ¢onsequence. at the United sations
Wrganisation sessions leeders of mations are meking deoisions and are
putting forta suggestions of great moment for the future of worid
beace and international harmony. whether ox not We take an intelligant
interest in those debates; or whether OF not we atsach any signifioance
t0 those deoiasions and suggestions the nemisis of tne fate taat ig
peing forged in the anvil of that blacksmitn of pations will dog tane
footateps o©f the nations of the world. Ho man, no nations can flee
from it. ihe assenmbly of the primwe ministers of the Vommopwealth of
nations 18 e conferemce of men of that association of nations whoge
way of life has impressed itgelf 1ndex1bly'upen world politios and
politicel phblosophy.the world has never ignored and canrot Agnore

the ococmmon thoughts and combined actions of those men, around tne

erown of the oritish uvommonwealth of MNations ocentra the hopes and
aspirations of maces of BADy oolours and tongues. ihe preparasicons
Tor Rhe coronetion eof wueen slizabeth next year, therefore, exolite
those hopea and aspirations,

xhese internations] i and national agenales to which
4 have made not more tnan but é_pasains referanceé are tne ohannels
through whioh those forces whioh mould the destinies of men assume
conorete forme and fing rﬁalistle expression,

Un the continent of africa thers is abundant evidenee of the
restless operatfsh of the foreces of destiny.¥rom the wediterransan
Goasts of Morthera africa to the southermost ahores of the eoast
of the Ya e} from the eastern-board %0 the shores that are washed py
the aAtlentie ooe'n, the vast and mighty oontinent or Africa quivers
onminongly.shese rumblings and rumours of restlessness are olear and
unmmistakable signs or the shape of thinga vo come.3ihey are 8lgns ftox
me and you and everybody else to read 'wholly,and with dilizence ane
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4 have referrod t0 these faots pDecause J fear tnat there

is an unfortunate tendenoy amongst some people here and perhaps in
some other parts of the world to see thomselves as the only descendants
of Adam and Ave, or t0 lcoXk upon themgelivVes as the only heirs of those
ancestars of the human race,

south africa -~ the land of our birth, -~ should also be the
land of our happiness.lhat happiness will be our priceless heritage
if only we could establish proper and satis@rotory relations wish
those with whom we live inthis country. me appeal to tne Buropeans in
this country to look upon us as en integral part of tne population @f
south africa and that we are entitlea to the abundant frulit whioh this
eountry can give. &aduoation is the birthright of all mankind; and it
is the bouden duty of the state to make possible the best education
for all its oitizens. That is pernsps by far tne most important sertice
which the state can render to its eisizons. At the present time the
eduoatiopal systems which serve the dduoational needs of the afrivcenms
and the kind and extent of the education whioh is given to the afriocans
do not meet the sspirations and embitions of the africans. Only about
40 ® of the sohool~going african ohildren can find accommodetion in
the achoolsjand of that number 80 P are in the Sudb-utanderds, and ohly
34 B of t hese childrenm ever get to wtandard VI, gut of about 200
ohildren only one child ever gets a ohance attempt tne Junior Gerti-
fioate,

sduoation is one oY the greatest material and morsl investe
ments which any state oan meke. There is muoh arunkenness .tThe
sourge of dlgease ravages the population of south Afriea dbothe whise
and Non-White.juvenile delinquenoy is rampant.These sooial evils whioh
sap the life~blexd of bouth African nationhood can be combated with
graat efficiensy By the provision of sound education for ail the
people of mouth Afriea.vompulsory education, especially in the more
thickly poﬁﬁlataﬂ industriel aend coumerolal centres such as Johennesburg,
Oapesawn;:oru alizabeth,rretoria, surhan,Bastsondon Kimberley and
oloemruntain:shohld be introduoed in order to fight the evils I have

here enumerated. money cannot be spent better , and the Govermment
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'{.ueporto But 1 wish to wunderline some suggestions whioh the Heport

maxes.) plead for more schools. Yort Hare ¢annot cope with the pumber
of young African men and women who wish to find entrance thers. ¥he
establishment of another university or university ceollege %o relieve
the congestion there is an urgent need. $he seape of oourses to be
offered both at Fort Hare end at any other univemsity {nstitution®
which may be established in the future should be considerably widepmed
to enable african youth to prepare thamselves for a variety of brofe ssions
and flelds of study. Yut of about 800 African children only one is
receiving industrial training., fhere are not enough eehools offering
industrial and technical tuition to the africans. Those who offer
themselves for training in agrioulture should be given a more intensive
training than is offered at many of the Agrioultural institutions
opened to arfricans,

I submit that the mative affairs Department is not a suitable
department under whioh to plabe the control of the education of the
Africans.it 1s not a department of educatiops . experts.While the man
in that department may have been given hpeoial tralning in Native
administration, they will gertainly not be necessarily equal to the
demands of technical and solentifio knowledge in matters of education,
The eduoation of the africans should be pPlaced under the. Wanion
bepartment of sduoation , Arts and woience for the conditions under
whioch the education of the Africans is administered ere the seme as
apply to all other citizens in dSoush Afrioa,.fhe olroumstances are hhe
same, the degree of effisiency required is the same and the tests of
efficliency should be the same.

There is ome other line of thought in the neport which I consider
111 edvised.ihere seems to be a pet 1ldea amongst some People in solth
Africe.they fondly imegine that the africans are a loose unrelated
colleotion of tribes.we are not! ¢ I wish to Trepeat most emphatica¥ly
that we are an Africen nation.any arsifiocial cutting us up inte
isolated tribes is not only out of touoh with reality byt 4% is unwhse
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e ere reminded again and again, 1 wish to repeat that remindep

t she popujation of south Afrioca is not 2 mfllion,nor is it IO
millien, sut the population of couth Africa is X2} milliion. ¥his
aountry must develop to find food,shelter and employment for IR} milifon
1t ie immoral and uneconomic that the 2jmillion should provide thee
essentiels for the 10 mililon. blox can 4td Do junstified by any memns
that the 40 million should f£ind food,shelter and employment for the
2h million. One of the cbvious objeotivis of the trade union movement
48 that these essentiaels should be supplied adequately with the
danger of exploitation reduced %o the darest minimum.¥he economio |
prosperity and the soscial standard of that country in whioh the workers
are dissatisfied and disgruntlied under a sense of frustration is
engangered. Enlossthgkf‘réggfaans and labourers band themselves into

trade unions and unless those trade unions sre given statutory
recogaition by the Union Government these men and wemen will always
be exposed to the inoconveniences, handiocaps and hardships of o cuté-
throat systen of bargaining. fhat system is bound to lower morals in
the prooess of bargaining amongst the labourers and artisans,end that
13 tarn ie bound to affeot guelity and Volume of trede adversely} end
thaprefore not only do the labourers lose in the transaetion dut the
whole country is elso the poorer for it., Ho eountry cen ever hope

to raice the general level of oivilization end culture %o an
appreoieble stendard unless the ovils whioh the trade unions aim at
removing are removell, The Afriocan,for their own sake and for the salle
of ths country as a whole should go in for trade and other kindred
aotivities. They should be aliowed t0 trade wherever they are , anll
their treders’ liocences should not be restricted lioences. africans
pheuld be allowed %o build end own their traderd ' premises. And in
this regard the rmniocipalities oould be asked to co=-operate by ear-
merking eareas for this purpose.

Yhe people at sohietown are opposed to thelr removal by the
wovVernment , ‘khe govcrnment will do well €0 consider the matter
afyesh., Zhese ere mot offered title deeds for the new places to fhioh
they are to be removed. it is permanence of tenure whieh will °
develop a sense of responsibility t0 their property and give a sense



peal which ig not only my personal epfpsvach to the Bauropeams

_ ch also has permeated the officlal life of this orgasisation =

Jy’j the african kational Bongress = of whioh I am the head. I wish to
appeal to the muropeans of douth africe to extend to the Non-Buropasns
the hand of co-operation.tiouth Afriea will never be what we would
like 1t to be unless the burcpeans in this ocountry &o actively oco=ope-
rate with wX us, and we help one another 8o that the apfhoxious afid
hateful spirit of hatred and animosity should be liquideted, Wwe ..
ghould try hard %o bury those episodes of the past whioh / = wepPe
conceived in ignorance,fear and locathesome hatred. J appeal to the
suropeans to behave rightly towerds the africens, and 1 appeal to the
africans to heﬁave rightly to the murcopeans.My bellief is unshaken
i that we oan approach our differences in the spirit of live and let

live. in thet spirit couth africa oan become a heppy home, a belova d
fatherland for the sons and daughters of the Non~Suropeans and for
sons and daughters of the Buropeans.

| i wish to thank the south africen indlans,the ¢oloureds amd

1] those suropeans who ha¥e tried to help in the progress of the Afrisens
| %o that extent to whioh they further the material,scelal and political
well~being of the africans, they succeed in laying granite foundatimns
ef peade,prosperity and sound national heelth in this our fair land,
%hore oan be no greater patriots end statesmen than those men and

I wolen.

$hese pecple « the majority ef the ilndians in sSouth afrioca,
the Voloureds and the Burcpeans of wouth Africa - axe oitizens of
South Afrioa. All people in south Afrioca should ry to work with them
for the good of us all in this land,

whaet has happened recently at Fort mlizabeth end Ajmberley
is an unfortunate and forelgn note out of harmony with the the cherished
objeotives of the afrioan National vopgress. i wish t0 emphasise here
what 4 have already sald through the press to South aAfrica that those
tragie explosions are not in any shepe or form connected with the
african bational vongress. We certaeinly sympathise with those who
have been bereaved in those riots.psut I wish %o ocall upon you ell nht

to associste yourselves in any way with violence., in a malti-racial



sundeystandings theve may be they can be dissolved in othes and
more asveptable ways. _

it is the aim of the african National vongress %o el?mumte
all cauges and oirsumstances which tend %o engender friction betwaen
the africsns snd the suwcpeans,

‘mwar 411 star that has resentiy blightad ouy sky were the
tornado disesters whioh have strudk & heavy bliow upon our peeple on
tbe Bsef.kone of us, perhaeps, ¢an give a satisfeotory explanation of
why and the wherefore of it all.se stand stunned by the phenomenon.

Un ny own behalf and on behalf of the african Bational Oongress I extend
our deepest sympathy to the victinms « those who have lost property,hhe
wounded, the killed and the yeiatives of tavse who have thus suffered.
1 wish to thank those who are saorifiocing in time,money,convenience

and in other ways to help these afflicted people.l would 1like to single
out the municipalities end persons who are organising and contriouténg
to funds t0 help these people. 4 onll upon you to give Lin money and
zind towards the relief funds.

4 want o make ome more appeal %0 you. Our people are the
greatenst sufferers from the scurge of tuberculosis.ihe incidence of
that disease amongst the africans is ome of the highest in the world
The couth afrioen Nationel Fuberculosis Asscciation (8anta) is a werthy
apsovtintion for a worthy cause.dn its service 1% knows neither ocolowy
nor creed, But eve barring the fact that cur pesple are tke greatest
salferers,it behoves us % Jearn »ot only % help tw do things © . for
ourselves upon instructicns,but we must learn to take the muuui'e-

to de things curaseives.

a% the end of my term of office,i look baok upon a period of
thres histsaric and eventiul years.but it is ae I survey the ovents ¢f
the past thiree years £hat 1 feel grateful and proud.  wish %o thanic
firet of all my executive, and then the provinciel executives, end Shen
the masses of the african Hetional CQongress ror the wonderful support
you have all given to me. XYou haeve eil of you always rallied to evepy
call that & have sounded to you. Tou hav all of you alweys yisen to
the greatest demands of the most exaoting situations. Tha: hes made me
feel proud to pe your leader, and it has sustained me.lt is 80 easy
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In conclusion I wish to send to you, to the local and provincial
/4 branches you represent, and to the people of South africa, my messgge
of peace end goodwill end hope that you will all enjoy a merry

Christmas and a prosperous liew iear.

Uxs d'&l&%lﬁ
Presiden ral:

African Netionel €ongress.




