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THE COMMISSION IS RESUMED ON 11 MAY 1983

WOLFRAM KISTNER, still under oath:

MR VON LIERES: Dr Kistner, at the adjournment yesterday

we were still dealing with conscientious objection and the

article "Conscience in Conflict", and we had already dealt

with the status of the document, its intention and so forth,
There are just one or two loose ends | wish to tie up with
you. MWere you aware that there was a Committee of Justjce

and Reconciliation decision that such a statement or s docu-~

ment should be produced? --- Yes, 10
That is the one reported in the September 1975 minutes?

Could | show that to you please? | show you now the minutes

of the Committee Meeting of Justice and Reconciliation for

the periode 16 to 17 September 13975. Have you got that

in front of you? --- M'Lord, if | said yes, | referred to

the resolution which you read yesterday, from 1976, on the

document "Conscience in Confliece',

Yes, | refer now to the 1975 decision, that is the
document - | want to show you that. --- Yes,
I'f you turn to page 2, if you look at paragraph 20

8.4, you will see it says there amongst others that The
Reverend Wing presented a historical review of the question
of conscientious objection which the Committee found to
be extremely interesting and helpful. Have you got that?-=--
Yes,

I'f you then turn to page 3, you will see marked on
Page 3 that the Division recommended that 3 pamphlet on
conscientious objection be prepared incorperating the paper
of The Reverend Wing and further material. Do Yyou see that?

=== Yes. 30

If/...
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I f you now turn to page b4, where it is marked, you
say, a pamphlet - it says there, a pamphlet was proposed
and referred for action to the incoming Director? =--- Yes.

Are you aware of this particular decision of your
National Committee, the 1975 one? --- | am aware that |
was told that | should do work on this issue. | am not -
do not remember that there was any reference to these minutes,
or this decision, but | was told that they wanted a pamphlet
on this matter.

Now, the point | just want to make is this, that 10
even prior to your arrival at the South African Council
of Churches, a decision had already been taken? --- Yes.

That a document on conscientious objection has to
be prepared for publication. --- Yes.

And that the task to prepare that particular document
was entrusted to your Division? -- Yes,

Fine. Now, you have told us yesterday that this
historical review, in your view, should be amended in cer-
tain respects or should be altered, you are not quite happy
with the document as presently aduised: Now, although 20
the Executive and the National Committee were satisfied
with the contents of the document, | think it could be of
some importance if you could indicate to us in what respects
you would consider alterations to this particular document
"Conscience in Conflict"? =--- | must say | have not studied
that document again, |f | remember that | felt that the
research was not adequate at that time, and that in the
historical review | would have to have far more details
also on the background of conscientious objection in gene-
ral, in other countries and also in South Africa, 30

and/...
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-nd also the other history, what happened during the war,
Anglo-Boer War afterwards, the First World War, and | had
only used very secondary sources, and that was my feeling
at that time. Moreover | felt that the issue itself - |
was not sufficiently acquainted at that time with the is-
sue itself, but | could not now pin down details in that
document, what would have to be different.

Let us just deal with Part 4 of the document to which
we have referred yesterday, which we discussed. That is
the one with the heading "Conscientious objection, 10
5 Lever for General Rejection of the Scuth African System®.
Is there anything in that particular portion that does not
satisfy you? That is the cne you read yesterday? -- Yes.
M'Lord, first of all, the information which | got about
the Lusaka Conference was all information, at least about
what happened there, with regard to this resolution which -

information that could be used as backaround for understand-

ing how this resolution was - came about. Secondly, the
whole concept of holy war, | do not think | should also
have made more investigation of the concept of the 20

just war, and this is not yet in the document.

So subject to the correctness or otherwise of the
oral information you received and used in Part ki, there
is not really very much in Part 4 that you would consider
altered? --- Well, | mean, if you do research, then you
see what comes out of it, and then you decide what you have
to write or not, but | found that the basis for this was
inadequate.

But it may have been inadequate, but still you thought
it was sufficient to write in the manner you have 30

presented/. ..
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presented it here? --- | have ..

You completed the task you got from the General Secre-

tar?? === H'::l,, I & m
At that stage? =--- | said yesterday this was still
an incomplete piece of work, and if | remember correctly,

with Mr Rees, the General Secretary at that time, was con-
cerned to show the Executive Committee the work | had been
doing, because | was new. | do not remember that the Exe-
cutive Committee studied the document exactly.

Let us accept that for a moment, and let us also 10
accept that it is common cause between us that your Commit-
tee accepted the document as being fit for publication after
an introduction would have been prepared for it, the Execu-
tive accepted that recommendation, Now, from your personal
point of view, you demonstrate to us - to the Commission
that you are not quite satisfied with the research basis
on which this document has been prepared? =--- | said that
was my - the reason why | did not continue at that time,
and did not find to do that reseérch.

Now, all | am asking you now is, what specifical- 20
ly do you have in mind that you wish to restate in respect
of Part & of this particular - you have mentioned the Holy
War? -- The Holy War, the whole concept of conscientious
objection, the question of conscience, how can you test

conscience, what is conscience.

So these are additional features you would want to

incorporate there? --- Well, | did not say that | did -

it is only glancing at it now. | do not remember exactly
what | thought at that time, but | remember that | felt
that this is incomplete and it does not deserve 30

publication/...
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publication,
Now, the point is, what you would like to add to it
s extra material? --- Extra work and thinking.
Up to date, this document has not been repudiated
by anybody in the South African Council of Churches? =--=-
| do not think it has been taken account of very much.
Allright. But nobody has said, this is not a Council

document or it is inaccurate or we do not accept the con-

tents of it? So it stands as it stands? === | think, since
| was not prepared to publish it, | did not make it 10
acquainted very much in the SACC, and | suppose you know

how a meeting goes, where you have - an Executive Committee
meeting where you have gquite a log of issues, if that meet-
ing is over, the people usually do not study all the docu-
ments which were presented, except if they are asked to

do so and urged to do so, and this did not happen.

Well, you know, it is quite clear from your minutes
of your Justice and Reconciliation Committee meeting, that
this document was in fact discussed at length at this par-
ticular meeting. Do you recall that tﬁe meeting 20
instructed you for example to insert between pages 23 and
24 - 24 and 257 --- Yes, that ..

Some legislation on the military defence, and its

effect on the Black community. Do you recall that? =---

| do not recall it, but | saw it vesterday in the minutes.
Paragraph 9.1.17 =--- Yes. | do not know whether |

have the minutes - is it - yes, but are you - | read that

yesterday in the minutes.
It is elear from that that the Committee looked at
the document, they discussed the paper., as it says 30
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here, it is te be published as soon as possible, they say,
the Committee decided that The Reverend Wing and yourself
should work out a short introduction referring to the his-
torical background of the discussion on conscientious objection,
then it instructs that a short paragraph be inserted on
paragraphs 24 and 25, there is little doubt that sufficient
attention was paid to it, similarly members who were present
were Mr Rees, the then General Secretary, Reverend Massey -
| am mentioning a few, Reverend Naude and so forth, and
these people also attended the Executive of - of these 10
people also attended the Executive Me2etina when this was
confirmed., So the point | am just getting at is, from the
minutes it is obvious that a lot of attention = or shall
we say, that the document was discussed and subject to the
amendments that that Committee proposed, it was accepted.
ls that correct? === Well, if it is in the minutes, it must
be correct. |s that the minutes of the Executive Committee?

You have got the minutes before youl? =--- | do not
see them hare, no. | am sorry, | have not got my stuff.

ls not the real reason why this dncument was 20
not published, a completely different one? ls it not per-
haps attributable to the fact that in the SACC you had a
perception that the security legislation made it impossible
to publish in a relevant way material on crucial issues?
Was that not the reason why it was not published? --- |
do not believe that this was the case, because | do not
think that that was discussed, and | only remember my per-
sonal reservations against the contents and the inadequate-
ness of the paper, incompleteness of the paper itself.

Let me refer you to a two-page document of 30

yours/...
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yours entitled The Work of the Division of Justice and Recon-
ciliation marked A3.3.1.1 and then in brackets, in your
handwriting, 1977, question mark, It is undated and it -
| do not know whether that 1977 is your handwriting? --
That is my handwriting, yes.

s it? === Yes. | think - ves, it could be, at least.
| am not quite sure, but | think it could be.

Yes, it appears as if you were not quite sure whether
the document related to 1977 or not. That is why the ques-
tion mark is behind it. It is unfortunately undated. 1o

But let us look at it, right at the bottom of this documant,

let us just identify it first, It is titled "The Work of
the Division of Justice and Reconciliatien', it consists
of 1% pages? --- Yes.

And it sets out the three main areas of work of the
Division: it sets out the difficulties that are experienced
in the work and considerations for future work on page 2,
very broadly. MHNow, | would like to direct your attention
to what you write here under the heading "Difficulties ex-
perienced in Work', paragraph 4 - Rﬂmaa {iv) on page 20
1, sub-paragraph 3 there. VYou write here that the security
legislation makes it impossible to publish in a relevant
way material on crucial issues, for example, conscientious
objection. Do you see that? --- Yes, | have seen that,

Now, is that not actually the reason why this document
was not issued or published by the SACC? Because of the
fear that the security legislation may step in? --- As |
remember, M'Lord, this has not been considered with regard
to this document. | would think if the document would have

been completed, they would have checked it again, 30

but/...
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but | do not know, | do not know those details. | remember
only that | did not want to publish it,.
Yes. | mean, | cannot do otherwise than show you

what you have written yourself, the document in question
is a history or historical overview of conscientious objection,
--=- Yes.

Instructions were issued that it should be published,

yet it is never published as other documents of the SACC

were? You say you were not satisfied that it was accu-
rate enocugh, but in your own writings one finds the 10
reservations that | have read to you, that the security

legislation makes it impossible, this perception exists

that the security legislation makes it impossible to publish
in a relevant way material on crucial issues, for example
conscientious objection. The date on the document is 19777
-=-=- Yes,

The date of the decision to publish "Conscience in
Conflict" is February and March 1977. These two, | suggest
to you, are so reasonably closely related in time, that
this may very well be the reason. I dﬁ not know. l 20
did not write the notes? === M'Lord, | only can say what
was my motivation, and | cannot say anything else, that
this = that | could not continue with work on the matter
of conscientious objection, and there are other resolutions
of the SACC in many cases which were not implemented simply
because there was not the manpower to do it, and | was alone,
and | cannot say whether this was the reason or not, but
on my part, my reason was that one should not publish a
document which is not more reliable.

But this is the observation you made, that 30
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the security legislation is restrictive in the sense that
‘'t does not allow relevant material on crucial issues toO

be published. That is your observation; it is not mine? ---
Yes, but it says, for example, conscienticus objection,

and we know that that is a very critical issue, but it is

a general observation, if you publish something, you have
to be very careful. And | suppose that even if | had com-
pleted the piece of work, as happened with other books,
sometimes they were presented to lawyers for advice.

If it is accepted that the support expressed 10
for the liberation movements in that particular document,
WConscience in Conflict', would in fact amount to an in-
fringement of the security legislation, whatever the name
or title may be, then that would provide an obvious reason
not to publish the particular document. Would you agree?
| say if; | do not say it does or it does not? === Well,

that could have been the case, Yes.

Mow, you see, in this connection there is something
that is - | would very much like you toc explain co the Lom-
mission. If you turn to page 2 of ynur.dncument, under 20
the heading '"Considerations for Further Work®, you say:

""|'t appears that little can be achieved at present
in raising consciousness for Justice and Reconciliation
issues by conspicuous activities and public state-
ment, though these may also be necessary''.

Do you see that, paragraph 37 --- Yes.

And just go to the top one where you say, subparagraph

“"Priority should be given to stimulating and co-
operating with small groups within the different 30
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churches which are prepared to take risks in the hope
that they may influence a wider range of Christians',

And if we can now go back to paragraph 3, | will read to
you - page 2, the following sentence:
"“"In view of the diminishing tolerance level of the
authorities an increasing pressure emphasis =s=hould
be placed on assisting Christians in preparing in
underground activity on non-violent resistance, and
for sacrifice for a new order of society which guaran-
tees respect of human dignity" 10
etcetera. Could you explain to the Commission what you are
trying to convey with the suggestion that the emphasis should

be placed on preparing Christians for underground activity

on non-violent resistance? --- M'Lord, the first aspect
is that | say here that emphasis on public statements may
be necessary, but | really do not believe that this is the

priority at this stage of the work of the Justice and Reconcili
ation Committee, hecause one should concentrate more on

smaller groups, you can work better with smaller groups,

and if = and you have to create an undérstanding 20

for the issues in smaller groups in the churches particular-

ly, and that in such groups one can consider - large groups
will never - or consider non-violent resistance, in smaller
groups you can, because it always means taking risks. | f

you have a demonstration, of even if you do something within
the church only, within the limits of the church, you would
not get a great number of people doing such things, like
for instance only going on the street with posters, which
may be quite legzal.

Let me just see whether | understand vyou. The 30
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smaller groups, you can work better with them because they
will more easily take a risk than the larger groups? s
that what you say? -- Yes, and they would more easily under-
stand what it is about, because it means a certain commit-
ment, and in any parish, | would say the same, iT yo2u want
to introduce or make - create an understanding also for
matters in the church, | prefer to work Wwith a group in
order that the parish as a whole gradually understands,
amd thie is a nereral insiaht which has arown durinag the
past two years, in other churches as well, that the 10
time for big conferences is not = or big conferences do
not achieve, if you make statements, very often those state-
ments, very often are not implemented. You must have people
who are prepared to implement and to make sacrifices, per-
sonal sacrifices and 50 on.

Now, your insight that little can be achieved in rais-
ing consciousness for Justice and Reconciliation issues

by conspicuous activity such as public statements, led you

then to - this consideration that one should work with
the smaller groups who are prepared tc.take the risks? 20
-=-= Yes,

in non-violent actions? --- Yas. M'Lord, | say these

bigger meetings are also necessary, but if you make a state-
ment and there is no follewing behind you, then that does

not mean very much.

CHAIRMAN: What sort of risks did you have in mind would
the smaller groups be prepared to take? --- Decasionally
demonstrations, meetings, like - or things like Act Stop

has done, making psople aware of their rights, going into
the houses, talking to people about these matters, 30

that/...
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that is what | thought about.

You have not told me what sort of risks you contemplat=-
ed would be involved in the activities of smaller groups?
=== |If you have a dmonstration, you have a risk of - first
of all, the personal risk of getting ostracised, the risk
of being excluded from people who are close te you, that
is a risk, you can be arrested in a demonstration; that
has happened, even if you stand outside with posters, pro-

testing against certain events, those are risks to be taken,

ME YON LIERES: But those risks are all open risks, 10
when you walk in the street you demonstrate? --- That is
right.

¥ you carry a poster, the public at large can see?

-=-=- Yes,

Just take this one step further: these small groups
have to take risks, but now, you must prepare them for under-
ground activities? =--- Yes,

On non-violent resistance. Now, in my language under-
ground activity means a secret resistance movement or some-
thing similar? --- Yes, | 20

In yours too? =--- Well, | would see it like that.
| must say the term 'low profile' would have been better,
because | do not think | thought of organising a secret
organisation.

Yes, MNow, what did you have in mind that this under-
ground activity should comprise of? --- As | told you, the
whole question, for instance the gquestion of removals, the
question of issves like we have, people are arrested, that
you demonstrate, that you make pecple aware, that you get
people who are visiting the families. | thouaght 30

about/...



- 3847 - KISTHER

about these things. | never thought about having a secret

underground movement.

You see, | was just going to ask you now, the word
‘underground activities' immediztely conjures up a picture
of unlawful activities, === Yes, it does that.

And why is it necessary for the church that is suppos-

ed to act openly and above-board, for staff of the church,
which claims it acts open and above-board, to even contem-

plate activities such as underground resistance, and alil

that type of jazz? 10
CHAIRMAN: | would rather you did not use that sort of
word.

MR WON LIERES: | am sorry, M'iLord.

WITHNESS: M'Lord, | see that this word can lead to this

understanding, but you should also take into account the

word - the way in which | have actually worked. | have
never worked secretly, underground. All my papers have
been open. You have had access to them. |If you look at
the work of the Division, it has not been secret, under-
ground work. | 20
MR VON LIERES: But this is the .., ==-- And it would have

been foolish to do it like this. You would have all sorts
of secret places where you hide your stuff, and this has
not been the way in which the Division has worked, It has
worked within the churches without any secrecy.

Yes, | think the answer is possibly also that these
are considerations for further work. That is the heading
of the article, and this subdivision, you are not saying
you are doing it at the present moment, but these are con=
siderations for futurz work. That is the heading 30
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under which this item falls., ==-- Mr Chairman, if this paper
was written in 1977, today we have the year 1983, further
work has happened since that time, and you can convince
vourself that no secret activity has taken place, and was
not considered.
You see, there was som=2thing else that | found in

your papers, surrounding your collection of material to

prepare your - the Division's inset on the investment issue,
which | also found very strange. This is contained in

a letter you wrote to Dr Dejunrs of the Ecumenical 10
Research Exchange in the Netherlands. Do you know the
gentleman? -=-- | know him, yes.

And this letter of yours is marked D531, and it is
dated 18 January 1978, and in the second paragraph you ask
the gentleman whether it is possible that you could obtain
approximately 500 copies of the report, that is the ERE
Report from him. =--- Yes.

And that ERE Report concerned disinvestment, invest-
ment issues in relation to South Africa? --- That is right.

Then you say to him: - 20

"Under the circumstances under which we in South Africa

have to live and to work, it may be advisable to con-

tact authorities, either in the Netherlands or in

the Federal Republic of Germany, and ask them whether

the papers could be sent to us with their diplomatic

mail',

Would you just confirm whether that is a copy of the letter

you wrote te The Reverend Dejung? =--- That is right.
And what | have read to you, is that what was written
there? --- Yes, 30
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That this gentleman must use diplomatic pouches oOr
try to use diplomatic pouches of the Metherlands Government
or the German Government, to import documents you are locking
for? -=-- Well, | cannot deny that | have written this.

Yes, but why such covered, underground way of getting
in 500 copies of a pamphlet? --- Because we have had ex-
periences that we do not get these papers often, such =
that it is very difficult sometimes to get - we do not know
whether it will not be confiscated.

So do you consider the circumstances justify 10
the flouting of conventions? You know, a diplomatic mail-
bag is a highly respected article, not to be interfered
with by anybody? --- Yes.

And you see your way free to make use of a diplomatic

maiibag if it suits your ends? --- | did see that way free,

because | was anxious to get these papers (O be studied,
and | did not know whether we would get them.
Mow, it is gquite a drastic suggestion to somebody

overseas to make to such a person, to say, ask this govern-
ment or that government whether you caﬁ use his or 20
her mailbag. Has this happened on more than one occasion?
-=-=- Well, it was not my custom to do that.

Did you get other documents in a similar manner?
Through diplomatic mailbags? -- | remember similar occasions,

but very seldom.

From which countries? --- Well, | do not think 1 should
say that, M'Lord, | think in this case it was - | did
ask this person to use that channe!l, but | did - | remember
| think three occasions when | did get post through diplo-
matic channels. 30
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CHAIRMAN : Involving which countries? === The one was -

would have been Germany.

MR VON LIERES: The Federal Republic? -- Yes.
Hetherlands, ancother one? == | do not remember that.
Allright. Were these other countries who made their

diplomatic mailbags available, let me put it to you this
way, some of your overseas donor partners countries, or
countries in which some of your overseas donor partners
come from? You do not need to specify? -- | did not under-=
stand the guestion quite well. 10
The countries that allowed the use of their diplomatic
mai lbags, are those countries in which you have overseas
donor partners? =--- We have donor partners in the Federal

Republic of Germany.

And the other countries? --- Yes, but | do not remember
that | did get from other countries, diplomatic mail. And
| must say, | even do not - if | think about the mail |
got, | did not even know that it was necessary to use that
channel, It was not used by me, but used from that side,
not from this side. | 20

| see, you did not request them to use the channels?
They used it on their own? =-=- Yes,

Now, apart from this request, that this gentleman,
that Dr Dejuns wuses the diplomatic mailbags, did you direct
any other requests to any other perscons, in different coun-
tries to the Hetherlands, to use diplomatic bags to provide
you with whatever you were looking for?--- | do not remember
that.

Would this type of activity perhaps also te linked

toe the influence that you perceived the security 30
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situation in this country has on your witness? --- | do
not quit: understand the formulation o the question.

Well, let me try and be perhaps a bit more - or less
vagque. In your 1978 submission to the National Conference,
you write on page 4, under the heading "Difficulties ex-
perienced in the Work of the Division' as follows:

"The security legislation and the police measures

of the South African State are a serious hindrance

to the work of the Division. In view of the sur-

veillance and information system of the 5tate, 10

large-scale conferences no longer offer an cpportunity

for an open honest exchange of views'.
My question is this: your perception that the security -
well, first perhaps just confirm that what | have read to
you is what has been written in the National lonference
minutes? -=-- M'lord, that has been written by myself.

Now, that perception, what you perceived to be the
position, did that have any influence on your considering

Usin non-conventional methods of cemmunication such as
g ’

diplomatic mailbags? --- M'Lord, this does not refer 20
to communication with overseas. This refers to communicat-
ion within the country, in a small group, people are far

more open in speaking, and in a large conference, first
of all, you never know who is in that meeting, but in small
groups pecple are far more prepared to say what they think,
and that refers to that,

That is what you say there, but the ponint | am trying
to make is, you perceived that the security legislation,
the surveillance system, is a threat? =--- Yes, it

And the example you use to illustrate this 30
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threat is the fact that you may have informers in a large
gathering which make that gathering lose it vitality, as
an example? --- Yes.

Now, the general picture that the security legislation
and security surveillance poses a threat, just concern your-
self with that general picture; was that your - is that
your impression, was that your impression in 1978, that

the general activities of the security legislation and sur-

veillance were hampering your activities? =-- Yes, of course,
because this work has to do - this type of work in 10
the Division of Justice and Reconciliation in bringing people

together, and finding out their experiences, and they said
this themselves, certain people, | would not speak in a
large group.

Fine, | get the point. MNow, that being the position,
was that one of the factors or one of the considerations
that made you suggest the use of non-normal modes of com-
munication such as the diplomatic mailbag? --- Well, it
was simply the consideration to get the material.

Now, what about the use of couriers, whilst we 20

T
L |

are on Do you use couriers from time to time? =--- What
do you mean by couriers?

Persons who say they are a visitor in South Africa,

who going back overseas, you provide them with documentation

from the Council to take across, or if they come to visit
you, they bring documentation from overseas? --- | do that
always, for various reasons. | also do that sometimes with

my personal letters, simply because it is wvery fast, and
| have done that, yes., | do not see anything wrong in that.

Do you do that not only with regard to your 30
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personal mail but also with regard to your mail connected
with Justice and Reconciliation issues? --- Well, the of-
ficial mail goes largely b~ mail, but sometimes | send let-
ters to friends, even to my children, | sometimes send with
pecple who are visiting,

Now, .. === And | do not think | have made a very
strict distinction, but if somebody is there who can take
a letter guickly overseas, | give it to him.

Now, these non-normal modes of communication, Yyou
see, they bring me back to this underground activity 10
that you have spoken about earlier. Why is it necessary?
-=- M'Lord, | do not think it is non-normal modes of com-
munication. | think it is very normal modes of communicat-
ion, because if | get a visitor and he communicates with
a person overseas, whom | know, and he knows that person,
| use that channel. | do not see how that is non-normal.
lt is rather personal.

Well, let us take a matter we dealt with yesterday,
the making available - or the finding in the files of the
South African Council of Churches a cuﬁfidential 20

letter written by the President of the EKD, Dr Hammer. ===

Yes.

That is not normaly, surely, to find it in the Council
files? 1t should never have been here? --- Well, that was
an unsigned letter also which | do not like.

The original German was not unsigned., === Well, the
note was unsigned by the person who sent it, did not sign
it.

You see, that also indicates non-normal ... ==-- The
anonymous character of that letter is abnormal, ves. 30
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But is it the task of the church to function anything

other than openly? --- The task of the church in - is a
public function. There can be situations where the church
has to do things in a personal way. | remember this has

been the case in many instances between the church in the
Federal Republic of Germany and in the other part, the
Socialist part of Germany. This has been the case of com-
munication in the early church, also, where there were dif-
ficulties in communication, and there have been numerous
occasions where this method was used, but that does 10
not say that the church has not got a public function. But
it is not something abnormal in the history of the church

at all, and we prefer even by - to have communication not

by letter-writing, but by having visitation,

Whilst we are talking about communication, you also
have telex facilities to averseas? -- Yes.

And - is the - in your view, the situation in South
Africa so abnormal that the Council cannct operate openly,
transparently? 1s it to abnormal that the Council must
use covered methods of communication aﬁd contact 20
and get down to small inconspicuous groups who operate?

--- | do not think this reference to small groups can be
interpreted in that way. | admit that the word 'underground’
conveys that impression, which was not my type of working,
and ! would net be able to work like that, and even with

the letters which | send overseas with visitors, you were
able to find them in the filing system. They ;iélﬁﬁt kept
secret. There were some letters which are marked

'Confidential', and those letters which are marked 'Con-

fidential' in my files, which were accessible to 30
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you and were not kept at any secret place. | sometimes
communicate certain things to people also within the country,
trying to discuss with them whether these are - these are
impressions, whether these impressions are correct, but

there was no effort to do secret work in the Council of
Churches on my part, and | do not think it can be said on

the part of the Council as a whole.

CHAIRMAN: Would the activities uncer the - operated in

consequence of the establishment of the Asingeni Fund, was

that not designed to be secret, at least in part? =--- 10
| am not - the Asingeni Fund, it is true that now | am re-
sponsible for the - as head of a2 cluster of division for

the Dependants' Conference which draws its money from Asingeni,
but | am not very well informed about the origins of Asingeni.
| think that would be a question to be put to Bishop Tutu.

| must say, if | would have worked, had the intention te

do secret work, the way in which | did it, it would have

been the most foolish way.

MR YON LIERES: Another example that may fall in this
class is the visitors - Ecumenical Uisitﬂrﬁ Programme. 24
-=-= Yes,

This is dealt with by and handled by ASATI, is that
right? =--- ASATI? ASAT! is an institution dealing with

theological institutions.

| am sorry, who handles the Ecumenical Visitors Pro-
gramme? =-=-- There is - a person is employed, a lady who
is employed, and it is a group of pecple from different
denominations, including the Reman Catholic Church.

When you originally wrote this letter in connection
with the soliciting of funds te put up such a Visitors 30
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Programme, you suggested that this fund could possibly be
handled by ASATI who deal with a lot of visitors. Do you
remember that? -- Yes, | do not - | remember that | wrote
about this. This was the question where the office could
be located, and we had to look for an office, and it was
the office of this lady, was located in the same building
where the ASATI| has their offices, and the question alse

then arose who can - how can the money be administered,

L £ -

cause vou need Facilities Tor that, and tharefore ASATI

was chosen as the - | think the secretary of ASATI 10
has certain functions with regard to that fund, to arrange
the fund.

Other covert activities are for example, secret ac-

tivities then, the payment of moneys to trade unions out

of the discretionary part of the Asingeni Fund? =--- M'lLord,
| would like to have some information, how far this
Ecumenical Visitors Programme is a covert activity. | do
not ..

Let me just clear this position. Your original sug-
gestion was that this Visitors Programme could be 20
housed under ASATI| or something like that. =--- 1t has been

housed in the same building as ASATI, and initially we did
not have a - a fund had to be established, an account, and
initially that took some time, and we had for a transition
period, it was with ASATI and later it was given an own
account and ..

Who is managing the Visitors' Programme? --- A board
of trustees,

And the employee that runs this programme, who pays
her? --- |t is paid from that account. 30
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That is an account which is managed by whom, the board
of trustees? --- That is right.

Tte board of trustees, is it linked to the SACC? --

No, there are persons - Bishop Tutu is one of the members
of the trustees.

And the other trustees? --- There are people like -
from the Roman Catholic Church, Archbishop Hurley, Bishop
Manus Buthelezi, then those are the trustees. | do not
remember the other ones, and then there is a commitise which
does the more regular work. 10

So the point is, it was the SACC's, more specifically
your Division's idea, probably more specifically your idea
to arrange this Ecumenical Visitors Programme so that these
visitors could meet up with relevant people who could inform
them praoperly. You do not arrange this under the Council
of Churches, you go and you arrange a special erganisation
for which you set up a board of trustees, and that organisat-
ion now is to conduct the Visitors Programme. Why did you
not just keep it under the SACC's wing? --- There have been
special reasons for not doing this, an& first of all, 20
the idea did not come from me, but from a representative
of the Roman Catholic Church, and they wanted - they saw
hew | was overburdened with visitors, and | personally had
the concern to get these many visitors coming, more detached
from myself. Also | noticed that you can very easily abuse
visitors. Each persen or each - involved a certain type

of work, tries to convey that this work is the most impor-

tant, and therefore we planned = we discussed this matter
and said we would like to have an office which is indepen-
dent from any particular church institution, s0 as to 30
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enable the visitors not to be dominated or to be directed
by the particular interest or concern of one particular
church worker, because | have experienced how easily that
happens, that you put yourself and your own concerns in

the centre and other aspects are .ot taken account of.

CHAIRMAN ; In any event, you say there was nothing secret
about the establishment of this programme? -- No, there
is nothing secret. There is an auditor. | do not see how

LIS <an Le Jarmeu as uhoeérgrounuy activity,

MR VON LIERES: Let us just look at this particular 10

idea. This is all set out in a letter of 28 August 1881,
directed to The Heue(ﬁnd Conring. Now, the reason why you
actually want to set up this particular thing, this particular
Visitors Programme, is set out in the second paragraph,

and | would like to read this to you:

"At the same time we are aware of the intensifying

efforts of the South African Government to influence

visitors in a particular way through the services

of Government-sponsored, supported travel agencies

and information bureaux''. 20
Do you recall that sentence? -- Yes.

Now, that sentence is related to something that appears
on page 2 of the letter, the third paragraph, and that reads
as follows:

"In our work we experience the disastrous effects

of visits of people who come to our country and who

return home without having had any experiential en-

counter with the suffering and the growing frustrat-
ion of a great number, if not the majority of South

Aricans, and without having undertaken an effort 30
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to obtain an insight into the underlying causes of
the situation'.
Do ycu recall that particular sentence? --- Yes. M'Lord,
| would be grateful if | could see that letter.
Yes, | will give it to you in a second. Then - that
is basically your motivation to counter the Government pro-

paganda. Could | put it like that? =--- That is some of

the motivation.

Mow, what happens aane?  The next thing taat aappens
Is that vyou enter into an agreement with the EKD that 10
you will not receive any visitors and they will not receive

any visitors from South Africa, or you from Germany, unless
these visitors have been prcoperly announced through church
channels. |Is that correct? --- The SACC has done that,

not myself.

Yes, | am sorry, | do not mean you perscnally. The
SACC? -- Yes,

Now, | want to suggest to you that in fact this whole
Visitors Programme is geared to try and achieve an informat-
ion monopoly as far as church leaders a}e concerned, 20
or church figures who visit between South Africa and

Germany, and that is the essence of i1t, and that is why

you created a separate organisation? --- M'lLord, | do not
think this suggestion is correct. First of all | said that
this was a personal difficulty of my own. | could not cope
with all the visitors, and | did not want visitors to be

tied to my person.

Excuse me, | do not mean you personally. | say the
SACC wants to create an informaticn monopoly and provide
only that type of information which it thinks a 30
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visitor should receive. --- M'Lord, exactly, that was the
purpose that we said we must have a place where visitors
can go who are not only dependent on the SACC, and | wonder
whether that is in this letter, but it has been discussed
like that.

You see - what do you say to my suggestion? | do
not want to confuse you .,

CHAITRMAN: I suggest that the witness - the witness wants

to read the whole letter so ;hat he can deal with what is
put to him. 10

WITNESS

This service has been rendered by me hitherto
mainly in a private capacity, outside the office hours with
my home as base. However, it is assuming such proportions
that it can no longer be handled in this way. That was

one reason, and the other reason was the fact that this
was, as was pointed out, the intensifying efforts of the
South AFrican Government and my concern was to get visitors
to have more independent information, and the Roman Catholic
Church had emphasised the need too, and actually initiative
came from the Roman Catholic Church, anﬂ | do not 20
think it is said explicitly in this letter, but | had said
that such an office should be independent also from the
SACC, and in my personal taking care of visitors, | took
care that they also visited, if they were prepared te do
so, and if they had the time, of course visitors very often
have their concerns which they have already determined be-

fore, but if they have the time, to go to members of the

Duteh Reformed Church, to hear their side, of certain
trends in the Dutch Reformed Church, | took care that they
visited people in my own church, who are thinking 30
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along completely different lines than myself, and | was
concerned that there should be an office with rather more
independent, and | see the Government propaganda especial=
ly, if you read the reports of visitors who have returned
to Germany, that they have been influenced also in a one-
sided way. It is true that these organisations, like the -

certain organisations which are supported by the Government,

try at least, they say they give you - they often say you
can choose, a visiter can choose where ne would Jike to
go, but the simple fact that they come from Government- 10

supported agencies, is an impediment, in many cases, that
people speak out openly, and the visitors always have to

be introduced, and | have had this experience that the in-
troduction, who are these people, is very important in cer-
tain circles, because people then otherwise would not give
clear information, | in this letter alsc suggest that

the funding of this office from the Protestant part should
not come from the normal sources of the EKD, but from a
fund which is available for supporting development oriens
tated - | think it is called orientated education and 20
for political education in Germany. in Germany they have

a special office for that, because it is not only a problem
in relation to South Africa, but with regard to other coun-
tries toc, that visits arranged through tourist bureaux

do a lot of harm for instance, if visitors go into a very
poor country, how they spend their money, the way they be-
have. That place does a lot of harm to human relations,

i f they have not a sensitivity for the economic situation,
also for the political temsions in such a country, and there
are agencies in different countries, church agencies 30
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which draw the attention of tourists and also even of tourist
agencies to this need. They bring them together and have
conferences. | know of such an agency in Germany, and there
are publications on the whole, the church's responsibility
for tourism, and my concern was that if such work is being
done in South Africa, that it is - money should come not

from sources which are used for other purposes like develop-
ment, but from such a source, because | see a very valid
function and task of the church in relation to visitors.

| f you come from a Western country, you know, have to 10
know something about the economic, the political setting

of the country which you are visiting, and also the chur-
ches, the individual churches, each one has its institutional
interest and tries to present iteself. It is the same
temptation with the church, and particulariy the Govern-

ment has a very powerful propaganda, and | thought that

such an office should be independent. Moreover | think

that such visitors should not use Government money for wvisit-
ing other churches. They should come on their own. This

was the concern for this office, and t-cannﬂt sge 20
that there is any attempt to cover up anything.

MR VON LIERES: The public never got to know about your

reasons for setting up the Ecumenical Visitors Programme
in the way you described it now? --- The public, they have

now produced a leaflet.

Now, let us just complete - let us just deal with
vour letter. You provide personal reasons and you provide
Government propaganda that has to be countered. HNow, apart

from easing your personal burden with all these visitors -

ler me ask, does this programme ease your personal 30
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burden with the visitors? --- It does help me a lot.

Now, apart from that, is the way in which this program=
me - because remember, its main aim is to counter the Govern-
ment propaganda. --- It is one of its aims, yes.

Yes, now, in the process of countering the Government
propaganda, how does this programme function? ls it by
selecting the people to whom the visitors speak, to put
a view across that Jpposes that of the Government of how
does it functionl--- Mo, the idea is that first of all,
that people who come to South Africa from a church, 10
they can have a place where they get the necessary informat-
ion. You ask what is really the concern of their visit,
where can they get information, Sometimes you aive = and
| have said, | will be available for them to come o me
to give them an introduction into the set-up, the structures
and the problems of different churches, because | work his=
torically very much, but | could not do this programming
of a visit, and in consultatiemmwith such a visitor, then
you can make a programme and take account of what he 1s
interested in. - 20

And how do you now succeed 'n countering the Government
propaganda in such a way? =-=-- | think such neople, as |
pointed out in my report, and it has been discussed that
way, that very often, with the churches as well as with
other institutions, Government institutions, commercial
institutions, you always send a visitor to a socalled key
sersoen. MNow, | do not think that is the best way of get-
ting acquainted with a country, Or you get people living
in the hotels, that also is not the best way of getting
acquainted with the people. The concern here is to 30
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cstablish links between Christians, and get acquainted with
their normal way of life, and | must say that in my - in
context with Germany | tried to warn them the same way.
| asked them, if you get visitors from here, do not send
them from one special accasﬁun to another; bring them into
an ordinary family, so that they see how people live, what
problems they have, so that they do not think merely about
the wealth of this country, which is apparently there, but
also see the problems which people face, and you do not
get that type of information if you go into a hotel 10
and go from one festive meal to another, and that is the
concern of this Ecumenical Visitors Programme, to get a
type of visitation service which is of a completely diffe-
rent nature, with church officials who come in their offi-
cial capacity, it has very often to be different, because
they have the official commitments.

Just two questions on this: does the SACC then pro-
vide the board of trustees with a key persons list that

they approve of? Let us say a man now wants to look at

industry, you say there must be a key #ersnn in 20
industry to whom this visitor can be referred. Have you
prepared a list or caused a list to be prepared of the key
persons in the various sectors of society, to which these
people could be referred? --- MWell, this has not yet hap-
pened, because this Visitors Programme is only in the begin-
ning of its activity, but | remember that there was a group
of church visitors recently, and the lady who is in charge
of this programme had been asked to establish contacts with
the American businessmen in this country, and she asked

me how could | do it, and | 'phoned - because she is 30
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not yet - she is still getting used to it. | 'phoned the
American consulacte and asked hé‘whnther she could come there
to get lists of key people, commercial people in that area,
so that they could visit those pecple.

Now, the second question: just to round off the
key people, these key people, they are not of course, |
take it, you check them out to see whether they are relevant?
--- | must say | have not got the time to check that out.

It is done by your staff or other people in the SALL,
or from reports back? =-- M'Lord, this lady is working 10
now on her own. | do not even have the time, each time
when she has a visitor, and makes a programme for them,
to check thart.

The second point about this particular thing is, the
public was kept completely in the dark that it was the South
African Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church
on whose initiative this Visitors Programme was started? ---
This Visitors Programme is a programme for churches, and
the partner churches have been infcvymed aboul th:s programme.

Now, can we take this whole visi£¢r5 Programme 20
one step further: the next thing that happened after this,

was the decision that visitors were not te be received un-

less they were officially announced through church channels.,

ls that correct? === But that was a matter which was indepen-
dent from this. That was an SACC matter.
That is correct; it was independent from this one.

| fully agree with you, but it is closely associated with
the whole guestion of visiters, in general, not the program=
me itself, but visitors and the receiving of visitors? ---

Yes, on the part of the SACLC. 30
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Yes. MNow, that is - the programme is different to
this, but it is also connected with visitors? --- | do not
see the connection, because these are two different matters
and | do not think one should link two different matters.

Allright, let us consider them then as two different
matters, and | will ask you questions on the basis that
it is a completely different matter. The Council had de-
cided that it would not receive any overseas visitors unless
this visitor was formally announced through the church,
the overseas church who has sent that visitor to 10
South Africa? =--- In my recollection, the decision is not
that it would not receive any visitors, but that it would
net receive any visitors in an official capacity. That is
a difference.

Allright, it would not receive any visitor in an of-
ficial capacity? -- Yes,

And it urged on the EKD similarly? -- Yes,.

Not to receive any visitor who is not there in an

official capacity? --- Yes,
This official capacity implies that he must 20
have been announced to the host country's Council of Chur-

ches, through his Council of Churches, with a CV, a

curriculum vitae, what his special interests are, s0 that

they can know how to receive him, right? =--- Yes.

That would automatically exclude any churchmen who
came to visit through for example Government-sponsored travel
agencies or something similar? === M'Lord, it would not
exclude him from seeing persons personally, but ..

Noet official? =--- Inofficially, but if for instance
there was the wish on the part of the SACC not to 30
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receive visitors from partner churches overseas through
a Government-supported agency,

It has the effect, does it not, of officially prevent=
ing churches from meeting up with other church leaders simp-
ly because they do not arrive - have not been officially
announced? Let us see what happened in - what your reaction
was with regard to this overseas visitors programme which
was sponsored by the Government-supported travel agency.
| want to read this to you, because | want to come back -
| want to put it to you that the SACC is in fact en- 10
deavouring to achieve a situation of information monopoly
as far as these church leaders are concerned. | will read
to you what vyou have writtan. This is a list of items that

you wish to discuss with the General Secretary, and it is

dated August 1981. | shall give you the document in a
second. On page 2 at the bottom, naragraph 2 reads as fol-
lows :

"Overseas visitors whose journey to Scuth Africa are
sponsored by Government-supported travel or information
agencies. Recently a delegatian-ﬂf church 21
people from South Africa whose journey to Europe was
approved by a Government-supported South African agen-
cy, was received by prominent German church officials.
Dr Wille and several church officials have expressed
their reservations against receiving visitors whose
journey is sponsored by an amency supported by the

SA Government., The Bishop of Berlin has refused to
receive the delegation. Dr Wille did get into se-
rious trouble with the EKD authoriiies as a result

of his protest', 30

Do/...



- 3868 - KISTHER

Do you recall that? --- It is only what was reported to

me.
The same applies to Dr tberschelmann. Dr Wille has

been threatened by the travel agency with a court case.

Mow | want you to listen very carefully, because | am now

going to read you your recommendation:
'"Recommendation: it is suggested that indirect sup-
port be given by the SACC to DOr Wille and Dr
Hocrschelmann in the following way: The SACC cou'd
write a letter to the EKD Council describing 10
the difficulties it has with church visitors coming
through travel or information agencies supported by
the South Arican Government. It could be said that
receiving such visitors as official church represen-
tatives can raise suspicions in its constituency.
Moreover it is very difficult for the SACC to arrange
contacts with relevant people in South Africa if they
travel through a Government-sponsored firm. On the
other hand, these pecple giving repeorts in Germany
stating that their findings are Eaﬁed on con- 20
sultations with well-informed people from all diffe-
rent groups and institutions in South Africa, It is
suggested that the SACC could ask the EKD that this
matter be discussed between the two church organisat-
ions. The SACC muld propose that no visitor from
an EXD-related church in Germany is received by the
South African Council of Churches as an official church
representative, if he or she travels through a travel
agency or information agency that is supported by

the S5A Government. It is suggested that 30
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visitors from Germany be regarded as church visitors
only if their visit has been announced by an official
lecter from the EKD".

Mow, these were your recommendations, please have a look

at the document. Do you recognise the document | place
before you? =--- | recognise these notes as my document.

it is a matter of the SACC General! Secretariat, but | was
involved in this matter, and usually when | go overseas,
they bring to my attention matters wnich they would like

ko kauva Adigene=ad with the General Secretariat. Thus 10
in this instance | acted as somebody who had to put this
matter to the Genera! Secretariat. The background is the
following, that we have experienced that people come to
Europe, to our partner churches, and are announced as re-
presentatives of their churches, of SACLC member churches,
and very often they have no backing from the respective
church, nor from the SACC, and that is very difficult for

the churches in Germauy to recognise this, and then they
make statements wnich are not backed at a1l by their menmber
churches, and they have no particular commission for 20
that. We in South Africa, the SACC has experienced the

same difficulty, that people are announced, here is a mem=
her of the EKD Council for instance, coming to South Africa.
Mow, it was not cleared whether this person comes on behalf
cf the EKD or in a private capacity, and you never Knew

who do these people really represent; do they come here

as visitors, and we felt that this is too unclear, and |
mersonally, as far as | remember, have never refused to
accept in my home such a wisitor coming through a CGovern-

ment agency, because | think we have a task in 30
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relation to them, just as with regard to anybody, but we
have to be clear whom does this church = this person represent.
on whose behalf does the person speak, and if you do not
know that in advance, you simply get a notice from the travel
agency or the visitors agency, Government-supported visitors

agency, a curriculum - usually they give some details about

the life of this person, that simply is not adequate, and

for connections between the churches and communication,

we prefer to do that on a church level, without - also without
any commercial or any Government agency in between, 10
and that was the motivation for this recommendation. And

| saw that Dr Wille and Dr Hoerschelmann get a lot of fire
because of their recommendations, they have made and said,
well, | reaily feel that injustice is being done to them,
because this is a valid concern to - that we know if a church
visitors comes from overseas to us, whom does he represent,
is he officially backed what he says by his church or by

the EKD Council, is he an official representative, or does
he come as a - or she come as a private person «a: appens
to be in the EKD Council or in the EHD.anDd, or in 20
the Synod of any regional church, and that is very neces-
sary to know for a church organisation like ours. It is
also necessary for a church organisation like the EKD and
the regional churches.

These recommendations, were these the ones you decid-
ed to submit to the General Secretary after you heard the
problems that Dr Wille and Dr Hoerschelmann had faced? ---
| think it could have been recommendationsalse inderpendent-
ly from that, because it is simply a matter of experience,
because these visits cause confusion, and then 30
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sometimes a visitor makes a statement coming from the EKD,
and that is completely in contradiction to what an official
statement or letter from that body says, and that causes
confusion.

But basically the recommendations listed here are
yours? --- M'Lord, after every visit | have within the coun-
try, or outside the country, | make notes and | then go
to the General Secretary and say what my impressions are,

2pd thar | leave it o him te decide what hz want: to do.

- R e AR B I LI

CHAIRMAN: But are these recommendations yours? === 10

They are mine.

MR VON LIERES: - MNow, let us just see what your recommend-

ations say, first of all. Your recommendations want toO
provide indirect support by the SACC to these two gentlemen
who refused to see this delegation, and the nature of the
indirect support that you suggest, is to tell the EKD what
difficulties you experience with church visitors coming

through travel or information agencies supported by the

South African Government. Then you suggest that it could
be said in such a letter that re:eiviné such visitors 20
as official church repmsentatives, can raise suspicions
in its constituency. In other words, you suggest here that

the SACC should make the point that if the EKRD were to re-
ceive such official church representatives, that may make
the EKD suspect in the eyes of its constituency? Could

you explain that to us? =--- | would - | have not got the
text now, but | think | am thinking there about wvisitors
with - for whom we have to make contacts. | would have

toe see that. They - if we say these people come through

a Government agency, that can raise suspicions,. 30
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But what is the concern whether the man comes through
a Government agency or a travel agency or a church agency;
if he is a visitor, he is a visitor, What has the mode
in which he arrives, what has that got to do with the question
whether he should or should not meet people? --- | think
it is a matter of honesty, that we say, if we announce a
visitor to certain people, from whom he comes, for what
purpose he comes, through whom he comes.

Now, how is your constituency going to know whether
vou met X, Y or 27 Let us assume, in the course of 10
your normal business activities you have an appointment
with Mr X who is an overseas visitor, with the next gentle-
man whe is an overseas wvisitor, in the normal course of
your business, how is the South African Council of Churches'
constituency now really going to know that you saw two over-
seas visitors? Today the next person saw three, the day

before, whatever the case may be. How is this going to

raise suspicion? Just explain this to me? --- | wonder,
is that said like that in that letter, the constituency?

No, it is not - yes, it is said, it can raise 20
suspicion in its constituency. The sentence reads like
this:

"It could be said that receiving such visitors as
official church representatives, can raise suspicion
in its constituency'.
Mow, | am asking you, how can you - how can the meeting
between senior members of staff of the SACC and overseas
visitors raise suspicion in the SACC's constituency? Can
you explain that? --- | think that it is possible, that
if a prominent person in the 5SACC receives a visitor 30
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from another country through a Government agency and that
is recorded, that - and this visitars gqoes to other places,
that that can raise a lot of suspicions.

You see, one gets the impression that if the Govern-
ment sponsors a churchman's visit, then the SACC's escumenical
arms are closed, otherwise they are wide open.. |s not this
type of attitude, this recommendation, something that goes
completely against the grain of ecumenicity that you stand
for? === M'Lord, | do not see it like that, because | think
if churches visit themselves, they are responsible 10
themselves for funding it, because you should not get any
other interests involved, neither of any government or com-

merce, but it is a matter of the churches themselves, par-

ticularly if these people are church office bearers. And
as | pointed out, personally, | have never refused to ac-
cept such a visitor and helped them on a personal level.

It seems to me more, according to your recommendations,
that you are more concerned with the content of the reports
such visitors would deliver in Germany than with the gques-
ticen who navs to gcet them here, hﬂcausé here you say: 20

"On the other hand these people give reports in Ger-

many stating that their findings are based on con-

sultations with well-informed people from all the
different groups and institutions in Scuth Africa’,

ls not what you are concerned with, the message that the

visitor takes home? Is that not your fundamental concern?
-=- M'Lord, that is5 one of the concerns. It is not the

only one, as | have pointed out, and | have seen such re-
ports., ! have even translated examples of such reports,
where it is quite clear that these pecple have not 30
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met certain people whom they should have met. They have
not met people at the grassroot level; they have not -
well, certain Black leaders or certain Black - they have
not been in a Black home, and that you can see that from
their reports. | do not say that they should not have met
Government officials. We even - also with our people who
come through church agencies, we sometimes help them to
see Government officials, but we think that this is a matter
which should not be handled through any organisation that
is not a church organisation, 10

Doctor, one gets the distinct impression that if the
message the visitor takes home, does not reflect that which
the SACC considers to be the right message, then that is
Government propaganda - has succeeded? -- | would not put
it quite like that, because | think one can expect from
a visitor that he sees different points of view and describes
at least different points of view, and if | have to report
on the South African Council of Churches | would not simply
report about one particular line. | also have to talk about
differences of opinion with the S5ACC, ébﬂut where 20
there are tensions, and | missed this variety in those re-
ports and found them extremely one-sided. But | would apply
the same criterion to a person from a church, that he does
not simnly - or she does not simply convey what the SACC
thinks, but also conveys what other people think, and what
the Dutch Reformed Churches think, and | think that is a
matter of honesty, that that happens, and you need to meet
pecple of all walks of like in order to do that.

Mow, if one can control the access that visitors have,
that could assist one in projecting the message that 30
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one wishes to lave taken back, would it not? --- M'lord,

| did not expect - | did not want to say they have - the

visitors who have been here, that is what is meant with

this question. My message or the message of the SACC ..
The message of the SACC. --- That they should meet

people and describe the whole difficulties of the church,

the tensions and divisions also within the member churches,
which exist.

THE COMMISSION 15 ADJOQURMED

ON RESUMPTION: 10

WOLFRAM KISTNER, still under ocath:

MR WON LIERES: Doctor, let us deal with a different as-

pect, | would like to discuss your organisation, the Cluster
of Justice and Society as it is known, to see whether we
understand the functions. Have you got the sketch that

| prepared? --- No, | asked for another copy.

Did | not give you a sketch this merning? == Not yet.

ls it here?

Yes, | gave you a sketch this merning. =--=- M'lord,
| tend to be forgetful. | did not see it. 20
Let us give you another one. --- Thank you.

Could we just see whether we more or less understand
your organisational structures correctly in the Cluster
of Justice and Society. We have got this Divisional Commit-
tee that controls the Cluster, as it is set out in the second
position there? --- Yes,.

Then you are the Senior Director of this Cluster of
Justice and Society, is that correct? -- Yes, but there
are some aspects of this sketch which are not quite correct,

Yes., that is what | would like to clear up with 30
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you. That is why we are discussing this. HNow, directly
under you, Justice and Reconciliation - you have directly
under you the Division of Justice and Reconciliation, is
that correct? -- Yes, that is right.

And then you have two other departments, shall | call
them, which is the Dependants' Conference? --- Yes,.

And the African Bursary Fund? =--- Yes.

And the Director of the Dependants' Conference is

155 Hughes? == Tes,
And the Assistant Director is Mrs Mazibuku, as 10
set out there? -- Yes.

And the Director of the African Bursary Fund is Miss
Ratebe? --- Yes.

Now, is there any other department that should have
been included in this sketch, apart from these three, name-
ly Justice and Reconciliation, DOC and ABFI --- Not under
the same cluster,

Noet under the same cluster? =-- No.

Now, the projects or the main activities or the func-
tions, they wouid basically resort undér Justice 20
and Reconciliation? ==-- Yes, but | have to make some com-
ments on the whole sketch.

Yes, please do? =-=-- First of all, the Dependants'
Conference, these divisions, and African Bursaries, are
not directly under myself, They have their separate commit-
tees, there are divisional committees for Dependants' Con-
ference and for African Bursary Fund and for Justice and
Reconciliation.

These divisional committees of these two departments,
do they .. -=-- There are three divisional committees, 30
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Yes, one for the Dependants' Conference, one for the
African Bursary Fund and one for Justice and Reconciliation?
-- That is right,

These are three separate committees? -- Three separate
committees, and in addition | would like to remark that
the cluster system has been introduced some time ago, and

then the work was interrupted, they had a special committee

inthe Council, pricrities

And objectives committee? -=-- Objectives committee,

" LA . w1
whisk warkad an

s re-=r-z23isation. and the intantion 10

was to bring certain divisions closer together, 50 as to

facilitate supervision and also to avoid overlapping. But
that type of re-organisation is not yet completed. As far
as | know the Priorities and Objectives Committee, for the

time being has stopped with the work. Mr Dan Vaughan,

who is very much engaged with the work of this Commission
preparing material and so on, was responsible largely for
that type of work. As a result, the final form which the
clusters will take, and the procedures have not yet been
worked out, and the Cluster until nnw,-at least this 20
cluster, has had mainly the function of ce-ordinating and
mutual contact between the different divisions, and | was
responsible for that, but | am not - | did not even yet
attend the committee meetings, | think, once or twice, of
Dependants' Conference, African Bursary Fund, | did not

even attend yet the committee meetings, and | am not too
well informed, but we had meetings, staff meetings of the
three Directors, where we discussed what - there are certain
things which we can do in common, can we share staff, if
somebody goes on leave, can somebody help from 30
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another division. Thus that cluster system is still in
the process of organisation.

At this stage, do you as Senior Director have any

responsibility towards the Dependants' Conference and the

African Bursary Fund? =-=-- Not on the details, but if there
are staff problems, if somebody goes on leave, then | have
to do it, but | have not yet = the normal procedures and

that falls under that special committee, and also with the

finances, for instance, they have - they get a lot of their
money from Asingeni Fund, and that is being handled 10
by the General Secretary. | am a signatory when the General

Secretary is not there, but | am not aware of the details

how this Division - all the details how it functions. |
tried to get some information occasionally, but | have not
assumad responsibility for the details yet.

50 at this stage the cluster concept has not been
finalised? =-- Not in detail, no.

And you - as you see it, at this stage, you have per-
haps a responsibility as far as personnel is concerned,
with regard to DC and ABF but nothing éIEE? -==- And 20
persaonal co-operation and trying to find out, are there
things which we can do together, but the different divisions
still have a considerable degree of autonomy with regard
to the matters which concern their division.

Could we then turn to Justice and Reconciliation it-

self, and some of its projects and main activities, as thev

appear today. MNow, this is not supposed to be a complete
list. You ¢an add on as many more activities as you wish
to. | have just tried to group them, sort of, in the main
trends. Now, firstly, under you you have what is 30
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called the Commission on Violence and Non-Violencel ---
Yes, that is a sub-committee of the Justice and Reconciliation
Committee.

And that is chaired by The Reverend Rob Robertson
who has already testified? --- Yes, he is the Secretary
there.

He is the Secretary, sorrv. Some of this Commission's
activities are set out at the bottom here, they are concerned

with conscientious objection, group areas, and with strategies

connected with positive non-co-operation, civil dis- 10
obedience and so forth? --- Yes. M'Lord, the whole are
of group areas is - comes in as a side-line, but actually

Reverend Rob Robertson is working alse with the o:ganisation
Act Stop, and he does not do that in his capacity as a staff
member of the SACC. On the other hand, we are concerned
that there is somebody represented, represents the SALL

also in Act Staop.

Shall | say you accept the benefits that may flow

from any successful Act Stop actions? --- Well, | would

not make an official statement on that; but .. 20
You can make a personal one. in any case, Act Stocp

is really also engaged in demonstrating non-co-operation
as far as group areas and that type of thing is concerned?
--- That is right.

And in that sense it would be related .. =-- To ncn-
violent action.

To non-vielent action? --- That is right.

Are there any other activities of the Commission on
Violence and Nen-Vielence which you think sheould be mention-

ed? --- Well, H'Lord, there have been different matters 30
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which have been discussed, for instance, | remember a dis-
cussion on how to prepare staff members of the 5ACC who
have to go to critical areas, where there is dispute between
two parties, how to behave in such situations, to calm down
pecple. That was one concern, so that you do not intensify
the tensions but behave calmly, because there were staff
members saying, how can we go into such a critical situation
where there are different groups, and in the Black community,
who are very hostile to one another, how can we go there
without protection, and that one tries to help them 10

to develop methods, to do that and calm down the tension.

That is one aspect. | think - yes, those - it does not
come to my mind what else - anything else, at present.
The = under these strategies of positive non-co-

operation and non-violent actions and so forth, The Reverend
Rob Robertson has also identified these seven areas in which

activities could take place, which were accepted. Do you

recall that? =--- Yes, | do not even recall that, because

|l was not in that meeting, and | had been away for quite =

| do not know when it was. | 20
! will show you the document later. Let us go over

to the next activity then, faith and ideologies. Could

vyou briefly describe to the Commission what the task of
this particular commission is? ==-- M'Lord, this is a study

commission, and it consists mainly of scholars of different

theological seminaries, like - there is5 one from - two from
Cape Town, from UNISA, there are two = there are Dutch Re-
formed ministers, there are - and also they come from dif-
ferent dencminations, in addition, there - members have

been - occasionally tlhere are permanent members and 10
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for a specific topic we then have also drawn on the exper-
tise of specialists, like political scientist and economist,
and so on, and the task or the intention of this commis-
sion is first of all £u identify what is an ideology, to
define what is an ideology and what is tnhe Christian faith;
is the Christian faith also an ideclogy, how does it relate
to an ideology, and then to study the different ideologies
which are at force in South Africa, like Afrikaner Nationa-

] B & <t ©
I!I;.u,. o e he

3ﬁ3¢?:&5ﬂ:55,.ﬂ5f?¢3n Sociazlism, the ideclazvy
which relates to the homelands, as a community, 10
ethnicity, capitalism, liberalism, different types of socia-
lism, | think these are the main ones; also to study these
ideologies for instance iiberalism in its British - in its
overseas context, but then mainly concentrate on the ideo-
logies in South Africa,.

Where does the Ecumenical Research Unit fit in?7 ---
This is independent from the Ecumenical Research Unit.

ls it used by the Commission - the study commission
on faith and ideology? =-- Actually not, because the Ecume-
nical Research Unit has a different sr{entat?jn, a 20
different task.

Are you still the Chairman of that unit? -- HNo, |
never was - yes, | was Chairman for a time, but that - |
think it changes every t(wo years.

| see. Perhaps if you could just briefly inform the
Commission, what is the function of the Ecumenical Research
Unit? It does not appear on the sketch., == Mo, the Ecu-
menical Research Unit is an independent organisation. The
SACC is represented on it, but the main sponsors are the

Roman Catholiec Church and the Anglican Church. The 30

Lutheran/...



- 3882 - KISTNER
Lutheran Church - the organisation FELCS3A is also involved,
and the task of this Ecumenical Research Unit is to do re-
search on areas where church life and social = sociology
inter-relate. They also prepare statistic, for instance,
that you know how many people of a different church live
in a certain area, help churches do their planning work,
the growth of churches, finding out in which section of
society churches are growing, studying problems of religious
communities which are sometimes - helping in 2 crisis like
the religious communities of the Roman Catholic 10
Church, why do they not get young people, or studying the
question of the ministry in different churchea. There have
been problems in certain churches of getting ministers,
what is the reason, and they do research on that, what is
the reason, the social standing of a minister in a particu-
lar situation, is it the celibate in the Roman Catholic

Church, are there other reasons.

What years were you Director? --- M'lord, | do not
remember the time. It could have been 1978 to 1980. |
am not sure. | 20
Approximately 1978. --- But | would have to check

that at home.
These studies that are undertaken by the study commis-
sion an faith and ideology, we read in your minutes that

it has published a number of papers already on Marxism,

Afrikaner Nationalism, to mention two examples, What use
are these studies put to? How does the SACC use the pro-
ducts of faith and ideology? --- M'Lord, it is not guite

correct that the papers have been published, but they have
been made available in draft form, and the study ' 30
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process takes a far longer time than we originally anticipat=
ead. The method was that we tried to investigate an ideclogy,
how it looks from within, from a person living in that ideo-
logy, and then to find out how is it criticised by other
ideologies in the same context, and this has been a very

long process of work, and is still continuing, and the idea
is to supply information to church members, particularly,

but also in general to the public, what is an ideoloay,

how do you explain shifts in ideology, for instance, in

the Afrikaner MNationalism, there have been shifts 10
in ideology. They use different concepts, different slo-
gans, than they did formerly. How are they to be explained,

and with the other ideologies as well, and the intention

is to make people aware of the conflict of ideolagies and
Christians, particularly, because many of the ideologies

use Christian slogans or watchwords, whereas thae question
then arises, is the Christian faith not something di fferent?
Is it not something which transcends any individual ideo-
logy, and the idea is, of this study commission, to publish
material on this, and we had to take a.ver? long 20
time, because the people who work in this commission are

of very different - even ideological background, and for
them to listen toc one another, because sometimes you use

one word, but it has a particular ideological connotation

in the tradition of that person, and it takes a long time
for a person of a different background to understand what

is meant, and that has been a long process of learning,

of the group itself, and we hope that when this is finished,
that it can be published. But in the course of the work

we hand our papers already in in order to get 30
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criticism, and a lot of these papers have continuously been
revised, and are still in the process of revision.

NMow, in these analyses that are done by the study
commission on the various ideologies, | take it the strength
and the weaknesses of these idecologies are identified, points
of agreement or disagreement with other ideologies are iden-
tified? --- Yes, ot a certain extent, the strength and the -
we always try to criticise it from the - we say, how does
an adherent of Black Consciousness, for instance, criticise
Afrikaner Nationalism; how does a liberal criticise 10
Black Consciousness, how does he see Black Consciousness,
and see the different ideologies, in relation to one par-
ticular ideocloagy.

So | just want to take this a bit further on a theo-
retical basis. =-=-- Yes.

Having identified the strengths and the weaknesses
of a particular ideology, and having identified the fact
that, say for example, Afrikaner Naticnalism is the ideo-

logy that underlies the popular theology concept, the stron-

gest, one could use this identification of strength 20
and weaknesses to work out an action programme? =-=-- M'lord,
the whole method has been different. We have not - even

as a group that would be impossible to say, which are the
strengths and the weaknesses, because we say, what are the
strenghts and the weaknesses in the eyes of the adherent

of a particular ideolegy, of this particular ideology, but
we have not said this from - from our side, what we consider
as a qroup, and that would be very difficult also, because
in the churches you would see it very differently, but it

is meant to be information material, descriptive 30
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material, and it is being done in this way so that you cannot
say - it is a rather relative way, without taking a specific
cption,

But this information material, surely some use must
be made of it? What is the sense of distributing a paper
on Marxism or Afrikaner Nationalism? Surely the South African

Council of Churches, having identified the necessity for

the liberatio of the oppressed and fundamental change
in this country, to achieve justice, now must look = oOr
does look in fact at the stumbling blocks that lie 10

in the way for its promotion, of its aim of fundamental
change? --- M'Lord, the aim of this work is not primarily
action-orientated, but it is primarily, first of all,
information-orientated, and ..

Well that is - excuse me, that is the point | am get-

ting to. The Commission must see these activities of the

study group as providing information on which, for example,

the Division of Justice and Reconciliation can eventually
base an action programme? Let us assume, we are talking
theoretically now, let us assume that you - that this 20

study commission has identified a number of weaknesses in

a particular ideology, that this ideology is one of the
stumbling blocks that the SACC faces, in prometing its ob-
jectives, then having identified the weaknesses, Justice

and Reconciliation can through a commission or a task force,
identify an sction programme to exploit those weazknessas

and to weaken the ideological acceptance of those who oppose
the Council's aims and objectives? =-=-- M'Lord, the whole
object of this study commissia is completely different.

It is described by the words 'faith and ideclogies'; 30
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how does the Christian faith relate to ideologies, and the
Christian faith transcends whatever ideology there is, and
that is the object, but not as it was described just now.

Let us accept what you say, but | am asking you, whether
it can also be put to the use that | have described? In
other words, that it can serve the purpose of identifying
weaknesses in opposing ideologies, on which action program-
mes can be based? --- We think that from the part of the
church we have to be careful that the Christian faith is
not identified with any ideology, and that is the ser- 10
vice which the church has to do, neither with - whatever
ideology it will be, because otherwise you have trends,
each one - an ideology always has the tendency to absolutise
itself, whoever it may be, and that is the function, to
create an awareness of that, and then ask what is the re-
sponsibility of the church in a situation of ideological
conflict, and | said the same in the submission, that it
is the task of the church to develop alternatives, and not
to be polarised according to the divisions that exist in
societies, but to offer something that-transcends 20
that.

You see, we have this analogous example where the
Director of Justice and Reconciliation has fDr.Example iden-
tified the necessity to seek an encounter with the popular
theology and in that connection it considered it néce&sary
ta recommend to the Executive that a special commission
be appointed to identify the theological principles on which
the South African Council of Churches functions. Now,
in that particular field, you were seeking an encounter

with a theology that you considered as being in 30
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opposition to = or as being a stumbling block to progress,
that the SACC wished to make. Is that correct? --- Yes.

Now, why could you not put the results of the s tudy
commission on faith and ideology to a similar use? --- M'Lord,
| do not see quite again, the function of - the meaning
of associating two different tasks, which are separate.

The one was the one of popular theology, where you have

a certain trend in different denominations, of a certain

type of theology, and very often for instance, you have
evangelistic campaigns with a certain - of that 10
popular ideology, and you often find that they are support=

ed by certain financial groups for certain reasons, and

in order to point out that this type of theolegy which ap-
peals to many people is not - is one-sided, | think that

is a different matter, from a study commission working on
faith and ideologies. It is not the same, because here

you have movements, trends within the churches, and in ideo-
logies you could have people who are neot related to the
churches at all, and | cannot see how you simply can iden-
tify one project with the other. Theylbcth serve dif- 20
ferent functions.

Let me give you another example; in your 1980 report
to the National Conference, you 'based the suggestion that
a confessional status should be declared on the implications
of the total strategy of the South African Government. ===
Yes.

That is another analogous example. You analysed the
total strategy in that report, you came to certain conclus-
ions, and you said that the maction of the South African

Council of Churches to the implications of this total 30
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strategy should now be to call for a resolution on status
confessionis. Right? --- | do not - | have done work on
this whole question on status confessionis. | would wonder
which the particular document is to which you refer.

| am referring to your report, Doctor, to the National
Conference in 1980, where you discuss the whole question
of the total strategqgy and you said, because of the implicat-
ions of the total strategy with regard to diminishing free-
doms which it implies and so forth, and so forth, the church
must now act, and you suggested that the status 10
confessionis would be the proper reacaion to the implicat-
ions of the total strategy. Do you recall that? --- | recall
that, but | would be anxious to hear the specific text of
that recommendation.

| will give you the specific text. | am just trying
to summarise it now, because | will deal with that in detail
later. Just to make the point, that here you use the im-
plications of a particular ideology, namely the Government's
total strategy, to arrive at a decision that you can recom-

mend to the National Conference that it should react 20

to that in a particular way. I just want to put it to
you in broad outlines, at this stage? =--- Well, | know about

this resolution, but again this is not the same matter.

Yes, | know it is not the same matter, but there you
use that example. All | am suggesting to you is the results
that can be achieved, and are achieved by the study commis-
sion on faith and ideclogy, could found an action programme
on the part of the South African Council of Churches, to
negative the influence of an opposing ideology. That is
the only point | am making? --- M'Lord, | cannot 30

=
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understand the arqgumentation, but if the objective of this
type of study is to spread information about the ideological
conflict, then you can anybody - what tye of use can be made
of that information, and that | cannot quite see the point
of the argument. It is difficult for me.

Allright, did Faith and ldeoclogy investigate the total
strateqy? Did the study commission on Faith and Tdeology
investigate the total strategy? --=- No, that has not yet
been investigated, but of course there are indications of
totalitarian trends in ideologies, but it has not 10
dealt with as a separate ideoclogy.

And as part of another - of Afrikaner Nationalism,
has it been dealt with in that context? ==-- No.

Let us go onto the next actiwvity, and that is human
rights., Tell the Commission what is done under this heading?
-~- M'Lord, the Commission on Human Rights is not - has
not worked for a long time, the concern of that commission
first of all was to get an understanding of the relationship
of the Christian faith towards human rights. For a very
long time the church has felt that the.human rights 20
concept i5 not - or the relationship between the Christian
faith and the human rights concept was not seen and now,
they want to work on this, and also study different concepts
of human rights. You have a concept of human rights which
places more emphasis on the individual, and you have a dif-
ferent type of concept in the socialist setting, it is not
the same where you have more an emphasis on eguality, and
in the first one you have more an emphasis on freedom, of
the individual, and then you have the whole guestion of
human rights in relation to international relationships 30
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and the study commission on Human Rights was to serve this
purpose. Of course there are other organisations doing
the same or similar work, You have associations of lawyers,
but they wanted to find out what is the particular contribut-
ion which churches can make to the whole human rights issue,
and one of the concerns, at least in my trying to initiate
this, was that you can have - we are in a situation of con-
flict, you can have changes of people getting into power,
but the church must bz able to define what principices must
be respected, in any situation, whoever is in power, 10
and it is exactly the same concern as has been pointed out
already. There is no fundamental change, if you simply
change the people who are in power, You have to have cer-
tain criteria which have to be respected by any government
and in any situation. Of course, you would have to pay
attention to the context there too, and | felt that it is
the task of the church to think about these matters, in
order to remain - not to idealise any power group, but to
be aware that the same dangers come whenever you achieve
power, and that is the concern of this éﬂmmlsaian. 20
The commission has then also thought whether they should
take up particular issues, but they have not = they are
still in an initial stage, not much work has yet been done.

Could | just take you up on this statement that you
have now made, that there is no fundamental change if you
simply replace the people in power. Let us assume that
the liberation movements take over, what guarantee have
you got that there is going to be the fundamental changes
that the Socuth African Council of Churches envisages there
should be? --- M'Lord, | think the church and also the 30
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Council of Churches has to insist on human rights to be
respected in any = with a change too.

And if they are not respected after the change, will
they start all over again? =--- The church has to maintain
that function whoever is in power., That is exactly the
concern.

So on your understanding, this is now hypothetical
position, if the liberation movements take over and there
is no fundamental change, then the SACC has got to redirect
its attention to effect fundamental change under Black i0
majority rule with non-viclent strategies? =-- M'Lord, |
do not think that one should speak about the church effecting
fundamental change in a political situation. | think the
church is scmething different from a political power group
or a political party, but in any situation the church has
to draw attention to human rights and to principles which
it derives from the Gospel, critical principles, and to
have to insist on those principles, and they can be situat-
ions where this will lead to conflict, there can be situat-
ions where there is more agreement, bug basically | 20
do not see that inm any situation the church would ever be
dispensed from this responsibility, to insist, and there
would never be a complete agreement, otherwise the church
is simply identified with the interests of a particular
group or of a particular society. Moreover the church would
have, because it is - since the incarnation of Christ, of
God's Son as man, this was frocm the outset an orientation
of the church to the whole human cocmmunity, the church has
to be a human - a fellowship of pevople, of believers, trans-
cending people from all pations, thus it can never 39
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identify with the interests of any particular nation, and
has to make people aware within one country, of the - that
justie cannot be achieved within one country at the expense
of another. It also has a significance for international
relationships.

Doctor, you have effectively side-tracked me, s0 |
will have to rise to the bait, if | can put it that way.

You say one should not talk about the church effecting change,
one should not talk about the church in this particular
wayl?l === | think one .. 10

It is not a political party? --- | would = personally
| like to speak about contributing towards change, but ef-
fecting change, that is something different.

Now, let me just ask you: how do you want this Com-
mission to interpret the actions by the South African Council
of Churches which | am going to list to you now: firstly
the creation of awareness and conscientisation; secondly,
the development of strategies of non-viclent resistance;
thirdly, the implementation of proposals of non-co-operation,
and civil disobedience. Are these not all actions 20
designed to promote the South African Council of Churches'
vision of effecting fundamental change in this country?
=== | would speak of contributing towards fundamental change,
and as the word which have been mentioned, just now, Yyou
would - very often you get the emphasis on non-co-operation,
non=violence. It means that where there is action on the
part of the authorities which the church or the Scuth African
Council of Churches consider to be directly against the
Will of God, they have on the basis of their faith to re-

sist it. But this is something different from shaping 30
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a society. The church canmake contributions towards shaping
society, as it has done in history, for instance with -
in many instances, the whole principle of the priesthood,
of believers, has contributed towards democratic thinking,
but | do not see that - my reservation was against the term
'effecting'change.

So in other words, we have qot no argument that the -

your stance is that the Council of Churches contributes

towards shaping society in the way the Council sees the
society should be? --- Yes, and it does in many in- 10
stances, and its member churches do so, the - one expects

that a member of a church is in the divine worship service,
what the church says there has an influence in the shaping
of society and in many other aspects, it happens.
Now, let us continue with this aspect, As | savy,
you have succeeded in side-tracking me. in the process
of shaping this society, the South African Council of Lhurches
in the resolutions in which its decisions are embodied,
has accepted that one of the methods te - what was the word
you used, not 'effect'? To cantributé to change, 20
the South African Council of Churches has accepted that
unlawful actions can take place? --- M'Lord, ! think that
is a Biblical principle, that there is a limit to the obe-
dience to authorities, whera it is quite obvious that cer-
tain actions or certain actions or expectations, or orders
of the authorities, are directly against God's Will, the
church has to decide whom it will give its first obedience.
The success of a massive civil disobedience campaiagn,
would in fact have the effect of breaking down lav and order
and the maintenance of law and order? --- M'Lord, that 30
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depends first of all on the issue; it depends also on the
question of how do you understand law and order.

Let me take it then question for question, | say the
effect of a massive - of massive civil disobedience campaign,
| use the word 'massive' because that is what the terminology
was that was used at the 1979 - or was it the 1980 Conference
of the National Conference. Dr Allan Boesak used that
term, and then subsequently the film "This we can do for
Justice and Peace' - subsequently, | think it was a BBC
programme, not Justice and Peace, the General Secretary 10
used the same terminology, of massive civil disobedience.
Now, | underline the word 'massive', and | ask you now,
tf massive civil disobedience were to take place, the main-
tenance of law and order? =--- M'Lord, | would not like to
respond to what Dr Allan Boesak meant in his lecture, or
what the General Secretary was meaning to say. | only can
say what | think about it, but | would not like to make

statements ..

No, | do not ask you to make statements on - of inter-
pret the thought of anybody else. | jﬁEt mention the 20
names to show you where the term - the terminology of massive
civil disobedience comes from, Let us just deal with the
terminology massive civil disobedience. Now .. =--- M'lord,
| could use an example. | was in Germany recently, and

the Government wanted to have a census, but the census was
planned with quite modern methods, with computerisation,

and in that census form they wanted to collect data on mat=
ters which were not related to simply counting how many
people live in that country, and there were many people

in that country who believed that this would mean 30
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controlling the people, in all aspects of their lives,

and they had objections and they organised a campaign against
that, and this came to a constitutional court, and it was

a massive campaign, simply trying to make that impossible,
they were not prepared to complete the forms, and this

came to a constitutional court, and as a result that census
has for the time being been postponed or cancelled. |

do not think it is quite clear yet. This | would consider
an example of justified non-co-operation, which then comes
to a constitutional court and then a decision is being 10
made, and | think that is an example where such action

can have consequences and ..

Yes, now, let us accept that if | am involved in
civil disobedience, | may not agree - | may feel so strongly
that | reject the law that | am going te contravene. That
is seen from the one side. From the other side, it Is

seen, there is the law, this law has been contravened,
somebody has got to act. MNow, whether it is justified

or not, in the mind of the actors, the participants in
this civil disobedience action, whatever the cause 20
for it may be, the fact is that as far as the enforcers

of a particular law is concerned, they have got a duty

to perform, and | think it is quite reasonable that you
can expect that clashes can take place. Would you not
agree? =-- Yes.

Now, if the scale of such c¢civil disobedient action

takes place countrywide, then the structures of law and

order are qoing to crumble, is that not so? =-- | would
not see this like that, because | feel that first of all
the churches in any participation in such action, 30
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have to make very much clear what law and order is, that
law and order is necessary, but they are also criteria
for what is law and order, because you cannot support any
opposition, but you have to ask yourself, what are you
going - why do you do this, is this a matter of conscience,
is there a matter - and why is such opposition necessary.
It is not merely opposition for the sake of opposition,
and the church has certain criteria which it has to make
its constituency aware of, Furthermore, if any people
go into such action, they have to be warned by the 10
church about discipline which is necessary. 0One should
not undertake such action without discipline and without -
and be carried out by emotions, because that could be very
dangerous, but | could not see that - why a massive cam-
paign of this nature should necessarily destroy law and
order, because law and order is undermined mainly by in-
justice, by obvious injustice, and the church can say some-
thing about that, and if the church says something about
that, about matters which undermine law and order, also
on the part of the authorities, and TF.I believe - if 20
| am found correctly, the concept of law and order was
developed oroginally to control absolute power. I f there
are tendencies towards absolute power in the hands of a
few people, whose power is not controlled by certain crite-
ria, then there can be a need for such action, and it is
the best possibility to have non-wviclent action in order
to avoid violence, because - and | think this has proved
to be a valid methed in many instances.

Now, you know, in this particular film cut, the Gene-
ral Secretary, when he spoke about massive civil 30
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disobedience, he also =zaid that the purpose of this is
to make the country virtually ungovernable, if | remember
his words exactly, virtually ungovernable. | am not ar-
gquing with you, Doctor, | do not want you to misunderstand
me, | am not suggesting that a person who participates
in civil disobedience, does not believe that he is justified
to so act. That is not my suggestion. | do not say that
that person may not believe that he is justified to act.
| am talking and discussing with you the conzequences,
because here you have two opposing states of mind; 10
the one that says, | am justified to act and therefore
| demonstrate, and the other that says, but there is a
law that prohibits this, and | must prevent this demonstrat-
ien. MNow, is that not the very reason why your evaluation
of the 1979 Conference, on page 10, you write and you say,
any people thinking of organising a peaceful demonstratien
in the South African context will from the outset have

to take into account the possibility that such a demonstrat-

ion might lead to bloodshed and loss of life? --- Yes.
You said that? -- Yes. | would like to see it 20
in context please. M'Lord, | said what has been pointed

out here, the context is, the whole question of violence
and non-violence, if | say that any people thinking of
organising a peaceful demonstration in the South African
context, will from the outset have to take into account
the possibility that such a demonstration might lead to
bicodshed and loss of life. The concern is here exactly
to warn that you have to be mindful of the consequences,
if you start such an action, and the success of an action,

such an action, depends very much on the discipline 30
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of the people who participate in that action. 0On the other

hand it also depends on the people who are - control what
in many instances - are expected to control what is here
often described as l:w and order, and | know that there

are countries where it has been necessary to train the
police force, how to deal with such demonstrations, and

there is discipline also necessary on that side, and |

think that is - and - but the church has a responsibility
in that respect too. How can you control - how can you -
if there is such expression of dissatisfaction, how 10
can a state cope with that situation, and | would think

that the church here has to - has different functions.

First of all, it has to point towards structures in society,
or investigate whether those structures or laws are not

the root cause of the unrest, and secondly, if there is

such unrest, it also has to cope with the situation of
police, because as | pointed out in one of the discussions
we had, during the cross-examination, violence is very

often an expression of helplessness. | f you are suddenly
facing a eritical situation, | would tﬁink if | were 20

a policeman and you get fear, and you do not know what

to do, and very often shooting starts in such situations,
and | think the church has to make that clear too, because
it has a responsibility to all groups involved in such

a conflict situation, and the basiec argument - the basic
obligation of the church is to point towards the root causes

of the whole unrest, of the feeling of dissatisfaction,

and this | would think that the church has obligations
towards all groups. And in this respect | say that it
is difficult to distinguish - to draw a strict line 30
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between non-violent action and violence, because it some-
times can happen that non-violent actio leads to violence,
but | want to point out that it is the task of the church
that people who enter such action, consider the consequen-
ces and do that responsibly.

Preceding that observation of yours, that in the
South African context, these peaceful demonstrations can
lead to bloodshed and loss of life, preceding that, is
a position in which you state that in the South African
situation one cannot distinguish a clear-cut difference 10
between violent and non-violent action. There is a degree
of overlapping? -- Yes,

Do you see that, at the bottom of the preceding page.
| think it is page 9 of that. --- Yes.

So recognising the fact that-there is an area of
overlapping between violent and non-violent action because
of the South African situation, when the church points
put the root causes, as you say, and at the same time then
promotes actions, which its senior staff, such as vou,
foresee, can lead to violence, how can.this be jus- 20
tified? =- If | say here there is not a clear-cut distine-
tion between violent and non-viglent action, | want to
point out that there is already violent action. The violent
action is involved if people are arrested, detained, if
they die in prison.

Doctor, you say there is already violent action,
excuse me. =-- Yes,

Now, earlier this moerning we dealt with a paragraph
in which you made the statement that there is a diminishing
tolerance level of the authorities in this country. 30
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Do you recall that? =-=-- Yes,

Right, there is violent action, let us accept this;
there is a diminishing tolerance level on your perception
by the authorities, what you are doing now, should we now
take steps to have more violence? =-- No, exactly the opposite,
because | think we should point ocut that there is already
violence, and the - | would think that also certain laws
are an expression of helplessness, because how can - you
cannot control this situation merely by strict laws, by
security laws, bv detention without trial, but you 10
will raise more bitterness, and the task of the church
is to help all groups concerned find a way towards peace,
and towards better understanding, and that this can be
done first of all, that they realise that how big - what
the people feel, and | do not see in this matter any en-
dorsement of violence.

Ho, that is not what we are discussing at all, ===
But implicitly it is.

Be that as it may, Doctor. We have this violent
situation that you have described to ug. We have 20
your own assessment that non-violent action can contribute
to violence. That is the bloodshed and the loss of life.
Right? -- Yes.

Now, | am asking you, that being so, how can the
church justify the promotion of actions such as civil dis-
obedience in these circumstances, if it knows, as you ob-
viously foresee, that such non-violent actions like civil
disobedience would lead to an escalation of violence? ---
M'Lord, | think | have pointed out that there is not an

uncritical encouragement of such actions, but at the 30
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same time a warning of the conseguences, that you have
to know exactly how to do it, and that you have to do it
responsibly, and that exactly is what Mr Rob Robertson
has been thinking gquite a lot about, how can you do - undertake
such actions which out - evoking viclent action, and there
are methods and particularly Christians are in a position
to do so, because they by virtue of their faith should
be able to control passions, and to contribute peace in
critical situations,

But you know, this is - excuse me, this is a 10
sort of speculation. You do not know whether the law en-
forcement agencies have effective modes and means of acting
against demonstrations in a non-violent manner? --=- M'Lord,
| think that is - | know of other countries where this
was a problem, where the church even made people available
to speak to the authorities. Bishop Kruse when he was.
here in this meeting. has spoken about it, how he wWent
to Munich and gave a lecture on the demonstrations in Berlin,
and how the chief of the police, who had apparently mis-
judged a previous situaticn, was thEFEIFGF that dis- 20
cussion, and | think this is a task of the church, also
towards the people who have to handle such situations.

When one realises as you obviously do, the possible
implications that peaceful demonstrations in the South
African situation may have, is this then what made you
write earlier that these members should be taught to accept
suffering and risk? Was this what you were referring to,
the possibility of loss of 1ife, bloodshed and so forth?
--- | was talking about risk which you have to face in
various respects. | did not think in that respect 30
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primarily of bloodshed, but of the danger that you get
astracised, you get hatred, you can get called a traitor
by people who are closest to you, that you might get detain-
ed under certain security laws, that you might not have
a trial, that is what | was thinking about, | did not
point that out in detail in that context,.

Now, whatever the demonstrators' convictions may
be, from the opposite side, let us say from the Government

side, the State side, that belief of the individual demon-
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demonstrator may believe he is justified to demonstrate,
to perform an act of civil disobedience for a variety of
reasons, amongst others those you have mentioned, the law
if unjust or whatever the case may be. MNow he decides

to demonstrate. The church calls him to action, and he
has got the moral support of the church to demonstrate

against laws that contradict the law of God, as the church

understands it. MNow, demonstration is organised, and it
takes place, it is organised in the realisation that blood-
shed, loss of life, physical injury, damage to pro- 20

perty, can take place, can take place, must not take place,
but it can_.take place, and it is demonstrated on a country-
wide basis, in contravention of laws which other people

such as the Government believe, are proper laws. Surely
that is going to lead to conflict, to an escalation of

the spiral of violence? --- M'Lord, this is a reference
again to the book where this word has been used, in exactly
the opposite way, in the same way as here, where the author
spoeke about violence that already exists and that produces
counter=-violence, and - but | think | have pointed 30
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out that the church in speaking about non-violent action,
has to - on the cne hand raise the awareness of its consti-
tuency for criteria, when is such action justified, because
one does not want a situation where there is no law at

all: on the other hand it has to encourage its people to
consider the costs, but you can never know whether any
action could not perhaps cause loss of life. You can even
have situations because there is already loss of life.

It is not a situation that you only enter a situation where

you could have loss of life. Loss of life happens 10
already, and many - | know of cases where such demonstrat-
ions started as a result of loss of 1ife. In fact, the

whele concept of a just revolution which has come into

the discussion, since the Dar-es-Saiaam Assembly of the
Lutheran World Federation in 1977, or at that Assembiv,

was a discussion which started when - at that Assembly,

| have this information from reading, | was not present,
there were - this Assembly took place during the - from
June, at the time, the first year after Soweto, and it

was on 16 June, fell into that time, and there were - 20
the Assembly teook place in Africa, and there was a lot

of talk about the need to fight, to encourage revolution

in South Africa, among people from other African countries,
and then one of the - and the whole tepic of that Assembly
was the church as a new community, and one of the speakers
got very worried about this cituation. He was aware of
injustice in South Africa, but can one simply accept an
unqualified call to resistance, violent resistance even,
and then he spoke in a lecturs about the question whether
the concept of just war which is accepted by the 30
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different denominations, should not also be applied with
regard to the concept of revolution or resistance. He
spoke of revolution in that instance, and he meant to say
that we cannot simply endorse Christians participating
in any war, nor in any revolution. You have to have cri-
teria, the same criteria that are used with regard to war
should be applied with regard to revolution. Thus the
intention was to give criteria which limit recourse to
such actions, and | think the criteria for the just war
principle are known, that you are clear about the 10
aim you want to achieve, that it is a defensive action,
that you have the questicn of proportionality, that you
do naot invest something which = you do not pay a price
which is not - something that is out of proportion to what
you want to achieve, and that you consider particularly
the loss of life during such - on such occasions. Thus
here, this whole concept, this was an effort to restrict
violent action, and | think in that situation this was
in 3 very critical situation, an effort not to encourage
violence, but to help people to get criteria in a 20
situation where they wanted to respond to things which
have happened in South Africa, and | think that could be
an example how the church has to be anxious to restrict
violence, and if these sentences are interpreted as they
are now, they are really interpreted in a way which is
opposite to their meaning, and that is the same in the
book of Dr De Gruchy, who is a staunch champien of non-
vioclence.

Well, | did not really want to bring Dr De Gruchy's
messacge across. | wanted to deal with certain 30
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basic facts, and | thirk | will put it to you slightly
differently. | think we are in agreement that the Council
of Churches wishes to contribute towards fundamental change
in South Africa. ls that correct? --- That is correct,
fundamental change of a particular nature.
Yes. | think you htave told us this morning that
in your view South Africa finds itself in a conflict situat-
ion, right? --- Yes.
&t there already exists a certain levei of violence
in the Scuth African society? =--- Yes. 10
The method that your Council has chosen, one of the
methods that your Council has chosen to contribute towards
this fundamental change, is what we can describe as acts
of civil disobedience? -- Yes.
It encourages its people, members of the churches,
to perform these acts of civil disobedience as resistance,

as demonstrations of resistance to laws, which are consid-

erad immoral by the Council? =--- Yes.
Mow, the question that | wish to put te you, against
this background, is this: is it not so that the 20

promotion of acts of civil disobedience can lead to an

escalation of the level of viclence which already exists

in the South Arican conflict situation? --- M'Lord, | do
not think any such action - | think action of such nature
can lead to vioclence, but if the church encourages = or

the church speaks about nen-violent action, it is anxious
to provide criteria for such action, and | am afraid, if
the church is not at all invelved in such matters, then
you would have an escalation of violence, without such
criteria. Thus if the church gets involved with the 30
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people and tells them that you have to be clear about what
you want to achieve, you have to be clear about what you

do, what - how you do it, you have to be disciplined, then
the church is not contributing towards violence, but towards
the de-escalation of violence, and that is her task, but

in her effort to contribute towards the de-escalation of
violence, the church also has to speak to the people who

control the means of power, like guns, and make them aware

that by these - by certain security measures you cannct

secure peace, 10
Well, let me assure you, | am not suggesting that

the church may not speak, not in the least. The question

is, whether the church can promote actions such as in the
South African context, civil disobedience, which it knows

can lead to an escalation of the level of violence. That

is the question now. | am not saying = of course the church
can say its say as far as | am concerned. | have no argu-
ment about that, but what | want to come to is this: on

this position then, that | have sketched to you, that the
contribution of the SACC in the South ﬁFrican con- 20
flict situation to fundamental change, includes the propa-

gation of methods of civil disobedience which infringe

on the existing laws and in effect contravene them, that

if this is successful, and this massive civil disobedience
that was propagated by your General Secretary, is success-
ful, then in fact the situation in South Africa will be-
come ungovernable? --- M'Lord, again | think what the Gene-
ral Secretary has said, should be discussed with the General
Secretary and | think | have pointed out what | think would

be criteria for the attitude of the church in such 30

¥

situations/...



- 3907 - KISTHNER

situations..

Well, what is your personal view, Doctor? Never
mind the General Secretary's view, he has stated that.
| want your view. What is your view? What is going to
happen if massive civil diﬁnbediencc takes place in South
Africal Sketch us a scenario of how you see what the
effect of massive civil disobedience in South Africa is
going to be? --- M'Lord, massive civil disobedience can
lesd th=2 fovarnment to rethink cartain measures, and there
might be examples where this has been the case. | 10
mean, even the - what takes place, you can realise even
now, with the election campaign, that the Government modifies
certain things, postpones certain things because there
is opposition in the Northern Transvaal. That is a response
to certain opposition, but | am not identifying myself
with any of those groups, but | think that can take place.
There are examples also where the Government has simply
been under a necessity to change its strategy. |t sudden-
ly speaks of power=-sharing, and that is a response = |
am not agreeing with the direction of the power-sharing 20
or the nature, but that has been a response to demands
which were getting stronger and stronger at the grassroot
level. | doubt whether their type of power-sharing is
a solution at a'!, but i+ 3hows that movement at the zrasss
root level can have an effect on the authorities, and |
think youcan get numerous examples of that.

So your one suggestion is that it may lead the Govern-
ment to rethink. What else? === | weuld not only think
to rethink, but ..

Excuse me, | want you to conjure up this picture. 30
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You know this country, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, George,
Durban, for example, Johannesburg, Pretoria, Bloemfontein,
Kimberley. Take these cities. You have massive civil dis-
obedience on a country-wide scale. What is going te happen?
=== M'Lord, | think ..

Apart from rethinking by the Government? =--- | think
it can happen that the Government comes te the insight

that it has to negotiate with representatives of the people

who are in that movement, and to listen carefully what
they are really saying, and at present - | have the 10
impression, | have been asked to speak about what | think,

| have the impression that this open speaking and open
communication between the authorities is being obstructed
by existing laws, and also that you do not have a sufficient
willingness to listen, because if you rely very much on
the one hand on weapons and on laws, you must not expect
that people will speak very openly.

Doctor, is the Scuth African Council of Churches
prepared to accept the responsibility for loss of life
and loss of control of the situation ih the case 20
where massive civil disobedience takes place, because of
a request by the Council of Churches? =--=- M'Lerd, | think
representatives of the Council of Churches on various oc-
casions have warned that such movements or such unrest
could start at any moment, and the concern has been to
restrict violence, because they - | do not think if it
comes, the churches will initiate such a matter, because
there is according to what well-informed church leaders
say, particularly who are acquainted with the situation
in the Black community, this could happen-at some 30
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time or another. Thus the churches' concern would be to
help such a movement. They would not be able to stop such

a movement. It would not start on their own, but to centrol
it.

But excuse me, let us just look at this: who is
asking for acts of civil disobedience? It is a resolution
by the National Conference of the South African Counci |
of Churches? In fact, the South African Council of Churches
has initiated such matters as actions with regard to civil
disobedience? =- M'Lord, that is - the emphasis here 10
is on civil discbedience, but there is a movement which
could = you hear many people speaking about there is no
solution but violence, and by insisting on civil disobedience
you want to have some different method of getting change
in South Africa.

| mean, you know, Doctor, this - the want to find
a confessional status, a resolution on the confessional
status, that is really linked to the question we also re-

ferred to briefly yesterday, namaly the provision of the

moral support by the church to the individual, that 20
he is entitled to act, right? That is the effect of the
confessional status. |If | act in civil disobedience and
there is a confessional status, | know | have got the moral

support of the church behind me, specifically in this case,
the South African Council of Churches? === 1 think it would

be necessary to speak about one thing at a time, that would

be, what is meant by status confessionis.

Well, is not - excuse me, could we just cut this
short. 1Is that not the effect of status confessionis in
this particular situation? It is an attempt to 30
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declare a state of emergency the church in this country,

in order to impress on its members how evil the situation
is, and to reinforce the obligation of the member to re-
sist? 1Is that not the effect of it? --- The status confes-
sionis concept refers in the first instance to the task

of the church, to make their people aware that they are

in a situation where they have no option, the church has

to take a stand and it has done that, for instance, the

Luctheren wiurch in the case of Dar=es=3aiaads rasciuz.co,
that a Christian on the basis of his faith in this 10
situation will have to reject the present political system.

This does not necessarily say from the outset that this
would mean that they would have to start a campaign against
the Government. First of all of course this would mean
that you have to make vyour people aware of what happens
in the country. Of course that can have - the long-term
effect that people decide, we have to do something in terms
of some type of non-violent action.

And if | may interrupt you, with the backing and
the blessing of the SACC? --- Well, wiih the - | 20
would say the SACC and the member churches, the member
churches have taken very similar decisions, and | suppose
some of those decisicons are prior = | would have to check
that, earlier than the one of the SACC. They have decided,

some of the churches have decided in official decisions

tNatl &Paineild nds J0 Oe cCconsiderew, &5 7ar as it is sup-
ported by Christians, as a heresy. These decisions exist
on the part of the member churches of the SACC. Thus you

could say the same thing about the member bodies of the
SACC, And in the case of the Dar-es-5alaam 30

resosution/...
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resolution, the Lutheran Church, the Federation of Lutheran
Churches had in principle very similar resolutions already
in 1975, there was a big church meeting in which all church
- or most of the church leaders of the Lutheran Church
participated, and they accepted that resolution.

So what is the simple answer? Does the adoption
of the confessional status have the effect of morally sup-

porting the individual members of the church in the perfor-

mance of the civil disocbedience act? --- It can have in
particular context, in certain situations have the 10
effect. It does not necessarily have that effect. It

can mean that churches will have to negotiate with autho-
rities in certain situations, where that is possible, the
same concept you have in Europe. You have it even in the -
this question that has been - you have this whole guestion
being raised in relation to the nuclear arms build=up in
Western Europe, and it is not regarded there as an attempt

to overthrow the existing governments by violence.

No, | accept that latter one. i do not think the
church structures are really geared to overthrow 20
the government by violence. You do not need to convince
me on that. | accept that. But what do you say toc my

suggestion that the declaration of a status confessionis,
broadly speaking, really amounts to a declaration of war
in respect of that area in which the churches decided that
the state = in brackets the enemy - has overstepped the
bounds? -- | would not accept that suggestion. | would
say that such a statement, if it is done responsibly,

if it is done with - on the basis of an interpretation

of the Gospel, which is after thorough examination, 30
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is a call to church members to contribute towards law and
order in the country and protect the State against destroy-
ing itself by relying to an increasing extent on security
measures, on exceptional measures and on weapons.

We will deal at a later stage with the whole question

of conscientious - confessional status in some detail,
| just want to bring this back to the civil disobedience.
The only point we are trying to make here, and | think

we agree that it can have the effect of providing moral
support for somebody who wishes to effect some .. =--- 10
In certain cituations.

Act of civil disobedience. Now, one last question on
this civil discbedience story: s it the duty of the church
or is it the task of the church to promote civil discbedience,
and please distinguish from the right of the church to
say its say, but is it the task or the duty of the church
to promote civil disobedience? =--- 'Lord, in certain si-
tuaticns it can be the task of the church to do that, if & .
other possibilities have failed, and this is a far better
poss:2iiity than allowing the church members to drift 20
into an attitude where the only solution they see is re-

sorting to violence.

And what do you say, how does the South African situat-

ion relate to that explanation of yours? =--- | think tha
situation as far as | listen to people who = in the situation
who have some experience, | only do not limit it to my

own impressions, the situation is very serious.

In the existing South African situation, is the church
entitled to call for acts of civil disobedience on your
understanding? --- M'Lord, if such a call comes to 30
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the churches, vou have the South African Council of Churches
as a body which brings together the church - pecople, represen-
tatives of its different member bodies, and it is not my
task to say, is it the task of the SACC, it is the task

of the SACC to high-light the questions and to bring people
from the constituency, to listen to them. At the last
Mational Conference, the first step was to listen what
people in the churches think, and then to try to expose

that thinking, their frustrations, their hopes, to what

is to be understood as the Gospel, and that is also 10
discussed, and then to find out how can we arrive at solut=
ions in our South African context, what is to be done,

and the South African Council of Churches is not a body
simply standing above its member bodies, but it is exactly
its function to bring together its member bodies, and to
promote thinking on what they would do, and thus | would
not say what the churches should do. | think this is what
they would have to decide.

At the 1979 Naticnal Conference, that Conference
adeopted a resolution of nnn—:n~aperati$n atcetera; 20
you know about that, right? --- Yes.

Mow, that was a decisicn of the National Conference
of the South African Council of Churches, which implicit
in the decision is contained actions of a civil disobedignce
nature. There is no argument about that. | am asking you
whether in the present South African situation you think

that the South African Council of Churches is entitled

to have a resolution like that, stand, is it entitled to
call for civil disocbedience. That is my guestion. ===
M'Lord, again | would say it was - such a decision 30
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was taken at a Conference of the National Conference. This
was a result of consultation between the representatives
of the different member bodies of the churches who were
present, and they came to this conclusion.

| know they adopted that particular decision, but
let us see with what degree of understanding. Please turn
to page 13 of that document | have given you, your personal
evaluation of the MNational Conference of July 1979, page
13, and ! wish to refer you te paragraph 7 there, in which
you deal with this matter, and you say: 10

"A resolution was taken on non-co-operation with

the State .."
Excuse me, have you got it? --- | have got only 10 pages
here, of that document.

| will provide you with a copy. | am afraid it
has been photostated in instalments. Now, in your per-
csonal evaluation of the MNational Conference, Hammanskraal
1279, on page 13, paragraph 7, you deal with this matter
and you say:

"A resolution was taken on non-coc-operation 20

with the State in areas pertaining to the laws that

are against the will of God. The Conference did

not pay sufficient attention to the implfcatiﬂna

of this resolution, and to the discipline and plan-

ning that is needed if any non-violent action of

this mature is to have an impact'.
You have mentioned that already. Then look at paragraph
9 where you state:

"ThHe time available for the discussion of the resolut-

ions was insufficient. It is doubtful whether 30
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all the delegates understood the full implications
of the resolutions on withdrawal from co-operation
with the State as far as it is possible'.
So you sit with the National Conference resolution but
you yourself interpret the happenings there, that the Nation-

al Conference does not reall know what it has voted for?
Y

—-- M'Lord, | did not say this - this is a personal evaluat-
ion. | did not say it exactly quite as it has been said
now. | said it is doubtful whether all the delegates under-
ermmd whn Tmmllscasinang ~Ff £Ra ragolptison,  That is 10

a bit different, and if | make this remark as a personal
comment, then [ ..

That was your impression then? =-=-=- That was my impres-
sion.

Well, it is fair enough. --- And then | think what
| wanted to say here was, if such a conference has taken
place, then you need follow-up work, ta make clear what
it means, and what are the implications.

Now, the interesting thing is of course that this
resolution was suggested or cnnsideratfﬂn that such 20
a thing should be adopted was suggested in your report
to the National Conference from wnich | wish to read to
you from page 3, under the heading "Strategies of Resis-
tance''. You write here:

“In view of the great suffering resulting from thne

policy of separate development, the question has

arisen whether the South African churches are not
under an obligation to withdraw as far as that is
possible from co-operation with the State’.

| show you the minutes of the 197% National fonference 30
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and | want you please to identify that. Do you see that?
--=- Yes, That is what | have written in that report.

Yes, that is the report you submitted to the 1979
Conference; you confirm that? -=-- Yes.

And there you call qu a consideration for a resclution
aloeng the lines. You got your resolution? =-=-- Yes.

Iin the full realisation that bloodshed cannot be
excluded, page 10 of your personal evaluation with which

we have dealt already; people thinking of organising peace-

ful demontrations will from the cutset have to take 10
into account the possibility that such a demonstration
might lead to blocdshed and loss of life. In that full

realisation you asked for this particular resolution, you
got the resolution; you now state that on your perception,
Doctor, members attending the National Conference did not
appreciate the full implications of the resoluticn, but
you did, and that is why you asked for it. |Is that not
sal --- Yes. M'Lord, | do not quite understand what the
meaning of these questions is. First of all it is true
that | have said here that = spoken abéut an 20
obligation to withdraw as far as that is possible from
co-operation with the State. | have said in another paper
that non-co-operation in the form of non-vicolent action,
that would apply to demonstrations and other such actions,
can lead to bloodshed, MNow, in saying that | also have -
| wanted to point out that this is the reason why one has

to be particularly careful, not to encourage bloodshed,

and here | say it is doubtful whether all the delegates
understood the full implications of the resolutions. That
expresses a care that if people take such a resolution 30
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and have not understood it, the concern that they are made
to understand it, so that if you undertake any such actions,
they are undertaken responsibly. Thus | do not gquite
understand the direction of the questions.

Allright, let me put it together for you. | refer
you to the specific resolution, you can find it in Ecunews
Bulletin 2k of 1979 on page 34; it is dated 3 August 1379,
It is under the heading of "Justice and Reconciliation,
and | reac co vou from page 35f{e;. This is the resolution:

"Recognising the great suffering resulting from 10

the policy of separate development, and confessing

that this suffering has been greatly increased by

the churches' failure to act in the past, this Confe-

rence believes that the South African churches are

under an obligation to withdraw as far as that is
possible from co-cperation with the State in all

those areas in the ordering of our scciety where

the law violates the justice of God. We call upon
all Christian people to examine their lives and to
seek to identify the ways in which each one 20

reinforces the policy and props up the system. We
recommend the work of the Division of Justice and
Reconciliation and request them to continue this

work by examining the strategies of resist "

Lin

nce
So it is not only a resolution that approves or that states
that churches are under an obligation to withdraw; it is
alsg a resalutien that calls on you to continue your wWork
by examining the strategies of resistance, and now you

can see why your comment about bloodshed on page 10, was
added to this particular peoinet. If you, Doctor, were 30
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under the impression that there were a certain number of

delegates at the National Conference who did not understand

the implications of this particular resolution, why did

you not stop the voting on the resolution until you were

satisfied that these people understood the implications?

-=-- M'Lord, | am a staff member at a National Conference

and to stop at the National Conference what people want

to decide, | think that is expecting too much, particular-

ly if the - again and 20ain you hear the objection, you

only tend to direct the people what they should say. 10
| take wyour point, Doctor, | am sorry, | overlooked

that. =-=-- And | would like to make the other point, that

| simply cannot, from the documents here, again see that

there is - that the idea non-violence leads to bloodshed

and therefore in speaking about non=-violence, and | hear

that from the questions you want to promote, Oor you want

to take such action in spite of the fact that you know

that it will lead - could lead to bloodshed. The concern

is exactly the opposite, to make people aware of that pos-

sibility, and then help them to act re;pnnsihfy. 20

CHATRMAN: Or Kistner, we are going to take the adjourn-

ment now, and this afterncon at 2 o'clock we are going

to interpose another witness. Will you pleaae'then just
stand down for the time being? | hope vou understand,
and when that other witness is finished, then we will ask
you to come forward and make yourself available for fur-
ther gquestions.

THE COMMISSION IS ADJOURNED




