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INTRf)DllcrXQN

~To tell the s tory is l ittle enough . Event a do not
occur f ortuitously, nor are they preordained . Real live
people heve _de the hi. t ory reeounted here, ancl it
re their a otiorul wh i ch have to be under ..tood . ~ '

The 1965 .chools boycott i n t he We. t e rn Cape . wh i c h be8an i n late

July in r ea e t i o n t o the imposition o f t he St a te o f Emergency i n

other part. o f the country. re~ulted in t he boyoott o f t he final

ex_inetiona . I t d rew to a clo..e eerly t he ne>tt ye a r. i n line

with the na t ional c a ll eeee by t he Soweto Parent'll Cri.ia

CoDmitte. ( SPOC) f or a return t o school . The schoola boyc ott mad e

1965 0. hi .toric year i n the Western Cape . Durin8 t he c ourse of

1985 . th i s student_initiated ~tru881e had no t r e mai ne d con f i ned

t o the edue ational are na. but it au~red a per i od of " r e ll1s t enc e

end ...... r e vo l t a8ain.t the s tate o n the lar8eat sea le ainee the

e.tablishment o f c oloniel au t h ority in t he r e 8io n i n t he

ei8hte en th cen t u r y. '. Whether o r no t a tudente suppor ted . r e j e c t e d

or tried t o i.nor e the at ru.81e~ tha t ensued . the r amif i c a t i o n e

of the boyeott - t he elosure o f s ehoo le . the contentiou s issues

s ur r ound in8 t he e xaminetions, the naked a ct .. o f r epression end

brutality by the s ecurity f oreea , acts o f areon and ..t one

t hrovi n8. t he State of Emer8ency . had made it ext re_Iy

d i f ficul t f o r them. as we l l aa the br oade r c ommuni t y t o r e mai n

t o t al l y insulat e d f r om i ta e xper ience .

Th i .. d i .. ee r t a t i o n ..eeks t o e>tpl ore the schools boyc ott exper ienc e

i n the Ath l o ne a r ea . I t i . not mere l y a n a t t e mpt to document the

spec ificity of events which unfolded in the Athlo ne schoo ls but,.

~re sianifie entl y, it is an attempt t o e lucida te and unde rstand

an e>tperience wh i c h oper a t ed a t a myr i a d o f l evels , and a s such .

eSChewe • simplistic enalyeie o r Cate80r i sat ion . One of the

car dina l concer na o f t he dissert a tion is an at t empt t o comprehend

t he act i o n. of the At h l one St ude n t s Ac tion Comm i t t ee ( ASACI . the

,
...... I. ' tl' " f; " , 'It, oJ ; Tlt Stor" " !f ; ~ ; It", " , 1t"ltllp 11. ,.,••I 11' 11 • I " ,OOln .

, · , 11 . ' , ·' ,m h ' f! '" ' . .. ill.. " ,tt . ...~, • .:." ' '''. i ' l!' " ' I" , ,,,,. ,,, " ,.1' '' '' ' ...:,!,,, ,",''',,, .
1111" " '" ,i ( m 110< , I!;,;
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powe r fu l a raa-ba s e d student a t ructur. whlch e~raed t o dl r ect and

co-ordl na t e the boycot t I n the Athl one a rea . In -ny r-eepeeee ,

ASAC c en be d l f f e r ent l a t ed fr o", o the r student structures end

c r lienl ea t l one In the Western Cape . Gl ve n Its dec l e l ve r ole In t he

area . any endeavour t o aain a proper perspec tiv e o f the boyc ott

I n the At hl one a rea must dellneat e ASAC 's thought and ch a r ac t e r.

how It functloned. the t eecee I t Iir appled wlth, the ac tlons i t

~dertook . its re lat i on t o o t he r pr ogress ive orlian l sat ions, a nd

how t he ee c ha nge d In t he pe r l od unde r r e v iew .

This appr oach ha s been neceeeltated by the f ac t that wh l l e the

boycot t wae i ndeed a moment ous histOr iC experience whi ch had a

profound e f fect on many. i ts i lllpact wae not a lwa ya t hat d r a st l c.

but i t e _enln. wa e v a r l e d , and ne ede to be reco rded and

unde r s tood ae euch , Oeep l te t h i s. lINch ee eeeeue 11ter ature

f oc us ing on the boyc o t t tends t o b l ur di fferenc ee a nd speoiflcity

where they ex i s ted by paint ing on t oo broad a c anva e ( and by

mak ing ewee p i ng gene ral i sat i one . Whi l e t he Ath l one a rea i e o ft e n

r egarded a . an i mpor t ant c onetitue nt i n the boYcott pr oc e s s, i t s

import ance ie of t e n only alluded t o i n t erm.e o f the IDOre h i gh ­

pr of ile eventll 8\lch a. the Pollamoor Harch . tha Tro j an Hor . e

~esacre . t he 9!)ge of S i n t on. and eo f orth. As eocla t e d wl t h 8\lch

dlephanous j ourna l i sm , the Athl e ne area is l a r aely Ident l~ied

only with mi l ltant s tudent . enaa ged i n cou r ali eou . a t r e e t batt le s

wi t h t he . ec\lr i t ..- r e r c e e , E)." re ly i ng far t oo Inuch on t he

he adl inee in the co~rei al pree e . i n lIluch o f t he literature . t he

At hlone a r ea has become s ynon..~ous with b lazing ba r ric ade s . An

examp l e o f such news - mak i ng medi a headl i ne s c an be glea ned f r om '"

two-page f e atu re in t he Week l y Mell I wh ich et a t e d, " I s the bor de r

i n Anllola ? Or Athl one? '" While i t ae t rue t hat dur ing the boyc ott

pe r i od . At hlone d i d exhibl t ao_ thina which border ed on a

lli l1tant inaur r ect ionism . the per tinence o f t he boycott

enc Otllpae .ed IlUch DOr e than stree t a ct i on . All !roch . t h i s

dls ee r tation a ttelllPt s t o look beyond the barricadee by

t r anecend ina and con t e x t ual l s i na the boycot t ' s DOr e ' obv i ou e

t r a it", . such a s v iole nc e . by exami n i na how i t Impac ted on s tudent

,



tho~ht and v i ce- ve r aa . The more i~portant conce r n i s t herefore

~o unde rstand the v iciasitude s of atudent or&anisat i on i n the

a r e a.

ConJunct ur a l l y , ~hi s theais i s ~ atte~pt t o r ect i f y s~e o f the

undue 8enaral i sa~iona ~ade about the boycott and the s t u dent

move~ent. The uncri tical use o f t he ~ed ia ( i nc l ud i n& p~phlets ) ,

the f oc us on l!I treet action , and a fa i lure t o conduct i nterviewa

'he

.nd
havethe At h l one area)

ASAC 'a perspectives

or gani . a t i on e and

with s t udent leadershi~ ( at l e a s t in

reaulted i n a failure t o understand

thought ( aa well aa other s tude nt•
diffe~ncea between them l. and ~ have miaconatrued o r

miainte~reted many a apec t a of the boycot t. Such methodol08ical
'"--shortco~inal!l~ reaulted i n undue and ina ppropri ate crit icisms of

et ude nt or 8ani s a t iona. K~i Naidoo hae pointed ou t t hat the

ext ent of weaknesse s in t he student movelll8nt are o ften

exs ggerated by academi c a who often ac cu s e t hem o f r e ckle s s

mili t a ncy and "eee ~uch ' ac t i v i am' without r e fl action [bu t] t o

expect that the r e w11l not be we akne e ee e amana t h e etudent

organisation. i n a repreeaive s ociety is to be e xcesaively

na i ve . ..• Through poor _thodoleay. t he pr evallin,li ecee e e ue

orthodoxy ~ misunderstood t he d iec o\lrs. o f atud.nt

or aaniaat ion. Cr i t icia.. c f ac t i v i em without ref lection are

preva lent in ac adec i c wcrK on t he 1ge5 boycot t . a riUina tha t the

atudent LOvement .~t ive ly ,r~,e8.t ed t he alo@an o f ' Li ber a t ion

befe r e Educ at i on - . The period whl ch ha s been c ha r act e ri s e d aa

· [.i ber a t i e n Be f or e Educat i on ' ( f rom Jul y t o December 1ge 5 l ls

c los e l y linked t o Bundy 's a sseaemant ef s t u dents aa pol i t ically

pr eee cioua and lmmature . BUndy ar8\le. that stud.nte nurt ur. d a

polit i cal pe rspec t i ve whlch one c ou ld dub ' lmmedlat1elll ' re ,

an i~patient anticipat i on of illllll l nent v i c tor y , a
h\lbrist ie aseel5_nt o f pro.r. s a IDade. and a naive
under••t l ..... t i on of the resour'Ce s of t he state . . . The

• Iilm ' "'"., t ,... " .. t It.. tl .w "••"i i, ,," h .lII 1 lOll! ,".,,,t.. IMl
-, :_'''', 'm,," .. lit ..".tl ft ' " ....,( 1t.1 on....., tl (..ii,. I... '''''.'h.

• " " ,", ' . 'lit " ;,,1<1 ,t 5Im'l I",lt." , " ,If I ' ll "" ; '.... II. il l! ' u ' m !!:!!,. h ':IIt"li T, ,,,O
LJ''':T:: E,,>t'W "iilH I" l:j II.!. i",,,. Ii,,,, ",:j htn. 11'!; ( l:~.
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popular elo8an o f ' Li bar a t i o n bef o r e Ed ucat i o n ' i. the
beet known examp l e o f th i a frU>e o f mind . ..."

I n t r yina to demonstrate tha t a eenaa o f i mmediatiam wa s not o n l y

li~itad t o the s e c t ions o f the broader s t ude n t =as s , but was alao

praval.nt .t a a t udent o r a ani s a t i onal l evel , Bundy quot •• an ASAC

~phlat durina t he boycott wh ich atates

~Yes the boyc ott i. temporary . But we c annot end it now
_ not when we have t he a overNllen t o n i ts kneas . If wa
end i t now t he lIovernment will be able t o lIe t o nto ita
feat qain . ..•

Howave~ Bundy neit he r c ontextual i ... the pamphlet, no r e xami nea

ita purpoae . bu t ass~a thia t o be ASAC ' s oraani.ational

viewpoint and ev i dence o f i ta politica l na i ve t y . I mportant ly . he

ollli ts t he pert i ne nt next line i n the pamph l e t wh i ch aive s

cohar a nce t o the quotatio n - "Can we afford t o l oee all t he power

that we neve f o ullht f or simply becauee we f eel t h a t the boyoot t

ehould end because o f t he exama? '" If t he pamph l e t i s s een i n the

c on t ext of t he new harsh r a a t r i c t i ons placed by Car tar Ebrahim

(Mi n iat e r of Educat ion in t he Ho Rl on a ny oraanised act iv i t y a t

achoo ls, t he Emergency and t he neaative conea qua nce s f or

o r aani . a t iona. t he r e s u ltant damo r a l i sat i o n a t a c ruCia l and

potentially d ivisive period of t he examinations , a nd a n a t t empt

t o e nl i st the much-nee ded .uppor t o n whi ch a suc ceaafu l boycot t

o f . x..... was dependent . such a pamphlet lIlust be ee.n mora aa a n

a,itat i one.l pe.:;ph let, intenoad t o bec ee !nOra le , rathe r than a n

i nOictman t o f ASAC's level o f po l itical consc iousnes s .

Only a oeeper level of penetratio n i nto the thouaht o f ASAC can

adequately examine whether o r not i t suf f e r e d f rom Lmmediatiam .

Wh ile t hoae s tuoe n t l eade ra i ntarviawed have arKU ed that in 1ge 5

they d id not be Heve t he a t a ta wae o n its knees, but t hat t ha

• loll', c. ' 51,,,1 10"'11" "j ' ......I h hl m : ' '''' I' '" ' wIH t, i.. l lo""",. i. tit, ,..., 1m' b1!:!Jl
It !ti l" " If ' Il " j " j " •••1 Il Iio l III:, 1 m .;

' l l l i.., Ii",, !, l : t l " ' '''; 11" " .,11'1 . " t,1 1I ll,j , : l l
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in c r iai. , ·

between t he

it waa

exista

a sian tha t

di s juncture
declar a tion o f t he £meraency v ea

e l ao be reel i.ed t hat a

of consc iousne e e of s tudent leade r s .nd thos e of the

C.b~.l eee po inted out that l e . de r e. "mua t never confueema.·e s . •
vh.t they have in their hea de wi t h reality . -« . t e the real ity of

the ..esea . One c annot d.ny t het in Athlone . as in ever y o t he r

.~., at • lower l a vel o f i ndividuation . ( i e amonaat se~nt. o f

t he s t uden t maa s l. notions of i~diati8m cert. i nly d i d prev. i l .

A po s e ib l l i t y al . o e x iet s th.t such notione ex ist e d in other

etudent s t ruc t ur e s . in o t he r a r e ••, and th.t ASAC'e posi tion ....

DOre s ophistic ated a nd unique to t he Athlone . r e. . However . it

i. sti l l i mper . t iv. t o examine whether the s tudent leaders i n

ASAC could ha ve been endowed with • s enSe o f i-..di .ti.....

conscioua l y o r subl i mi n . l l y .

Deepite Richa r d Jor d i' e excellent t he s i . on the boycott i n the

(co lour e d I Department o f Educ a tion and Cu l tur e ( DEC) school s in

t he Gr e . t. r Cape Town . r . . . .. it i s etill nec •••a r y f or . rea­

ba.ed c ••• s t u di.a to be res.arched . J ord i h illls el f points out

t h.t h i s t he .i . ob.cures the par ticular ch. r ac t e r .nd exper ienCe.

of etruaal e wi thin individu.l s choo ls and are a s t hr ough •

• ener.lis ed a ccount and h . s emphs s i e ed the ne ed f o r i n- de pth c .se

e tud l e s . He .reuee that the h ietorical f r ......vork o f h ie t he e i e

of fe rs ~both the r efe r e nc e poi nte and the , ape thr;~s~ which such

e... studlea could be F.:rC'.:e:L ' " Su ':!l. eeeet ee . re also i~portant

. e J ordi 's the ela h.s per i odised t he boyco t t i nto di s tinct ph••es

in an a t tempt t o demon"tr .te that .t the end o f t he boyco t t.

dr ..... t ic e t r a te, ic shift " .s eeee e r c eec .s • r es u l t o f t he

n. tional con f e rence convene d by the Sowe to P.rente Cri eia

• So" . "..,.,t! " .10, 10111, h U.1 ...., • " ..""1 " j ' ''''''' ,,1"' ''1 .m ",I ... I...,••K lwi '11",
" ....JOltl' " ""' " " ,"tl ll' ....." ,,1 1101 tl. ,h" ,, ' OI ; l , t.. \I, t, lit iu m ..,l, ... ltll, " " ,,\ II' It,,, , .
E..,."" "I", , II . 1,,, .. t ~.11 .1 " n h iOl" II' "j "j" .. " ;, t" . ,, , ,,,I,,l ~,, 1,,1'1, " ' tl" ,\ .1,1 ,,,,.ttj II
*11 11,,,,, , ltjt"" lO !; ;'1:" i ... . ,lilt' ''''' , . h"'l'll lmlllt> l" t "'\ ' .. n !;,~.

s



Co~ittee ( SPCC). and f o l lowed l a t e r by the NECC con f e r e nc e i n

I1.are h ,

That both these ccnt e eenc e e ..e r e i l'lvah'able and of historic

8lani f i cance as t hey i nv oke d t he new s t r a t e gy of ' Pe op l e' s

Education f or People 's Power ' M i s unden i ab l e, They expressl y

rejected any not ion o f ' Li ber a t i on be f o r e Educ a t i on ' and called

f or a retu rn t o f oraa l schooHng . ..h i ch co-.b i ne d the

l~ple~ntati on o f ' Peopl e ' s Educ a t i on ' wi t h t he f o rma l sy l l abus

i n an ef f ort t o trans f o rlll t he c ae ee r-ccee illto "z c ne e o f

l i ber a t i on , ' However . in attempt illg to de~nstrat. the fecund i ty

o f such a t ransit i on , J o r d i ' s per i odi ea tion o f t he Wes t ern Cape

boyco t t is too sh,pHe tic i n it e cet e sor i lla t ion of '"Ll be r a t i on

before Education ' a ll a distinc t phaae of t he boycott .

I n a c i r CUi tou s manne r , by expH c at i ng the s pec i fi c i t y o f the

bo yc o t t i n t he At h l one a rea , t h ill the s i s showlI t ha t euch a

per i od ll1ation was not 110 d r ama tic o r universa l and, as euch ,

f ur t her ccnnot.e e t he n ec e lllli ty f o r s i mil a r c ase IItudiee i n oth er

ar eaa . I n add i t i on t o the f act t ha t the boyco t t expe r ienc e we ll

aom...hat d i f f e ren t i n the Athlone a r e a , i t i e al.o evid.nt tha~

i n Ath l on. i t s el f . t he boyco t t .... he t e roge nou. , eneo~paee ing a

myr iad of t i ers. ..hich d.veloped unevenl y and, o f t e n ,

d l aleetie ally , aomet l mes r e eu l t i na i n quantifi.ble differeneea at

t ha mi cr o-Iave l.

Genea log i c a l l y . s ome o f these difference s e an be t r a ce d t o t he

dif fe rent c ire~tances which prevaU ed at At hlone achoole prio r

t o the boyco t t. ' ;h i l e at some schoo ls t he he ae lDO ny and

prerogative o f t h e s c hool a~inietrat ion " a . pal l iat e d ( a l be i t

die para t e ly ) t o a c e r t a i n de gr e e by t he existene e o f ae t i ve

St udent Repr e s ent a t l ve Couno i l a ( SRC ' s ) . at o t he r school .

authorita ria n con t r o l waa unmiti gated and unc ont e eted . Natura l l y .

dur ing t he boyoot t per i od . such d i f f. renc e s Invoked va r i a t ions ,

f or, a t a lower l eve l of i nd ivi dua t i on . t he boyc o t t wa s

qUintes sen ti a lly a s t r uas l e f o r h.aelOOny between the s chool

admin i etrat i on and boyc otting studenta ,
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...h 11 e

to ~
Apart fro~ the fact that .ame s chools possesse d SRC 's

othe r. d i d no t . individ~l SRC ' s a l s o varie d ac cord i n .

s tren.ths and pre dilec ti on., d lve r.ent l ev el s o f politic al

conec iousness amonist student l eade r a . a nd d i f f e renti ated l evels

of .uppor t f r cm student. . I n addition. o r d i nar y teachere a nd

pare nt . f ormed an intermediate , but ei.nifican~ l aye r bet ween the

echool h ier archy a nd t he students . wi th t he ir s u pport c a pab l e c f

vac i l l a t i n ' between the two . Admittsdl y . t eac he r s . by v i r t ue c f

be i ni e~ployed by the stata. and t hua open t o a anc t ion. were

pl.ced i n a pr e c erious po.i t ion. As • resul t . a l thou. h many

t eac hers lIuppor ted etude nts . SOllle did so in e lDCI r e c ove r t .... y .

wh i l e o t he r s manei. d t o break fro lll their ··p r of e s sion. l i ""'··.. a nd

f ide l i t y t o t he educat ional au t ho r i t ie • • despite the sub s tant i al

ri s k o f J eopa r d i . i n. t heir J obs . These 'hidden t r a nlleripts"

alae need t o be understood a s a r e sult of the vari e i a t e d

s i t ua t ion a t individual s choo la. However • • i ve n t ha t t e .chers a nd

parent . pl.yed a much i r e ater r ole i n t hi . boycott a s c~pared t o

t he 1980 boycot t. t he i r influence . t hrouih t he i r d iffere nt i al

role s and l e ve la o f i nvolvement a t i ndiv i dual aehaole. f u r t h er

exacerbated di ffe r e ncea bet~en i nd i v i dua l s c hoo l •.

An a dde d d i mens ion of complex i t y wa s t he fact that Rylands Hi.h .

an a f f iliate o f ASAC. wa s t he on l y I nd i an s choo l i n t he We etern

Ca pe wh i c h pa r t i c 1r>at ed 1n the boycot t . " As a r a sul t i t was the

only achoel in t ha Athlcn••~es which fel l unde r t he educat10n

der>are-nt 1n t he Hous e o f Pale iate . ( HoD>. wh.re a ll a ll o the r

8choo l a 1n t he a rea fe U under t he (coloured ) Hou. e o f

Repr.aenta t i ves (HoR). Ryland. H1ih thu e not on l y became an . asy

.. l,I•• t . 11. ..., ," u ,, ': ", . , flll l!!t!m !OJ III lm ... lllIl Jl! II Itt ' ti ll" ' ill . lII H III Mlil
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tarse t f o r t he educat i o n ' au t ho r i t i e s " t o s inille- out a nd

"ictillliae . but t he e er-e fact that it f e l l under a s e pa r a t e

educa t i on depar t ment heral de d dif f e rencea . Thus . f o r these

rea aona a nd 1IlOre . t he r e is a cOlllpel linll need t o t ake i n t o a cc ount

the s iani f i cance of t he local and s pec i f ic powe r strullilies wh i ch

t ook pl ac e wi t h in i ndividual achoo l a in the At hlone a r ea .

Whi l e th ia po l nte to the nee d ~ f o r specif l city . I t l s p r e c i s e l y

bec ause the bcyc~t t engender e d auch a 1IlYr l ad of d i f fe rent l oca l

u :perie nc e "'t1 that t h iS the si s C&rU\o t hope t o o f f e r a

cOlllp r ehen a i ve a ccount o f t he boyc o t t e xperience a t all Athlone

s choo l a . Fo r t he ea ke of e xped iency . t h i s conc e r n. J ux t a poee d

with t he limi t a tion a o f an ho nours diss ertation , has d isallowed a

de t ailed oa r t oa r aphy o f t he c i rcums t ances a t a ll echoo l e i n

At h l one . I n a ddi t i o n . Lev i n. Ho l l and Nars i n ll coa en t l y argue t h at

s uch detailed s pec i f ic i t y alone . howeve r usef ul.

·· i e always 11 11l i ted by the fact tha t it is a descriptive
a ccount only: t he i de oloaic .l and pol i t ica l t erms wh i c h
people uae t o repr e s ent and c cnc ee t.aee t he i r st r uss les
ar. no t drawn from t he cl a s a roolll and co~uni ty [ alone
but ] a r e /IWOdiated by poli t i ca l r e l atio ns i n
ae ne ral ... On l y once l ocal power s t rua ale s i n edu c at i on
are c o ns i de r ed i n t he cont e x t o f ae ne ral pol itical
r e lat i on s c an t heir f o rm and c ont e n t be e xp l aine d . ....

Thill luci d a r KUme nt acc e ntuatell the need f o r a d ialo ll i c we avina

t oaethe r o f t he l ocal a nd d i ve raent with the e cumen i c a l histo r i c

s iani f1 c anc e o f the bo ycot t . I his a ppr oach not on l y

c ontextua l1sea di f fe rences where t he y exi.t but. equally

illlportantly . it a llows f o r an e l ucidat i o n o f t he lIene r al

lIian1fic anc e a o f the boycot t. This i . e lls e n t ial a e t he 1965

boycot t . unl i ke t he boyc ott o f 1980 . Wa ll not initiat ed a s a

r e au l t o f l ocal schoo L-based a rievances or i s sue a wh i ch f ocu s ed

on the nar r ow terrain o f education . but. f r om ita i ncept i o n . wae

fundamen tal l y linked t o t he b roade r . nat i o na l political II t rua ale .

Furt he l'1llOre , whUe we mua t t ake coani aa nce of t he fac t that

d i f ferenc e a exi llte d a t the l ocal l evel , we must a l ao r e c o,n i ee

that t he heady ece.re of t he strullillee wh i ch e rupted 1n 1985 .

" .M'. ;. ',il. i I ..· .",. I. 'r" m u lm b rI il... , :. ,, 10. 1• ••'::.. 1......' ..• It "".~] ~.' . £• •1 .1.".j ~W '!H 1..(;.". "! ' Ill :" i,.tll: " ,i' '''' '' '' ' l. I.." It",. !" l l l ;:-.
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~ds t hs per i od epochal . This meana t ha t , ds. p i t s l oea l

d i v.rsencie s. the cumu lat ive e f f e ct o f the boycot t exper i e nc e i n

the We s t ern Cape wa s h i etorically s i gn i f icant and as suc h s pawne d

sensra l conee quence s .

" 0ond

_en i n t he

an ' o r s enic

Fi r s t l y , t he boycot t in the Western Cape mus t be

nat ional context o f what has been eharaeter i ..d as

c r i sis o f t he s t ate . However a. ch apter one
•d...,onst r atetf. there were c ounter-v}' i l i ng tendenc ies i n t he

We s t ern Cape which i nh i b ited the s~e dr a s tic e ffecte t hat t ook

place i n o t he r parts o f the country . The h ietoric.l r eaeons fo r

thb are t raced in ch apt e r t wo. Secondly, the boycott AM!.

de lllOns t r a t e d t he utte r b.nkruptcy of the tr i-c .... r . l

par l iament .ry s yetelll i n its ver y fire t year of e xistence .

Al t houSh i n the We s t ern Ca pe . tha 1984 tr i - c amaral el.c t ione f or

the HoR wa s boycotted by 95 .1~ o f potential vot e r s, . nd t he HoD

const i tuency o f Rylands by e6 .61~ o f r e s i s t e red vo t e r e , " t he

i n t reneisent attitude of educat i ona l aut hor i t i es and t he ir

cohorts in 196~ ~ =trlp~d t he t ri-cemerel parli~nt of t he

.cant l e s it illlac y it peeeee• • d i n its enti r e ty . I t t hu s

demonst ra t e d t hat t hos e c l a i mi ns ' au t hor i t y ' , a pa r t f r om t h e fact

t hat they we r e no t elec t ed. d id not aspi r e t o a ct i n the best

intereete of the commun i t y. I t thus raise d the que s t i on o f who

contr-ols . ducat ion , and indee d aU f a ce t . o f -$o<: i a l atld po litical

iifs, and ..-ho . I".o\,lld cent rol the~ . in a most IrUcci no t way . The

boycott thus h ad the e f f ect o f a rod i ns the ve r y hegemony tha t the

s t a te attempte d t o shore u p t hroulih t he se r e f o r ms . Th i r dly , i n

t he We s t e r n Cape t he per i od o f uphe ava l in 1965 i nc r e a s e d t he

f ortune s o f pro, r e s s i ve or San i eat i ons , e specially thoee with

· Char t er i.t · t e ndenc i ee • f ac t o r wh i ch previously

d ifferent iated the We etern Cape from the r e s t of the count r y.

Howeve r, t h is t oo s hou l d not be over-draMa t isad , f or i t. e f fect .

were not a l way", absolu te .

" " !'I, I. 'Lo,' h.." ... ,!.I,;,! ", I en!ml l.. l..,, " ,Oo h flt In....·d ',.!" ,•., UtI"." "'"',
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Afte r much de libe ration o n whe t he r this d i s ser tati on should ado p t

e the_t i c o r chronolollical f ormat. I e l ec t ed the l atter tor

.evere l reasons . A c h ronololli cal a pproach al lows f o r a more

.ucc i nct weav inll t Ollle t he r o f t he spec i f i c wi t h the lIle nera l . an

elucida tion of t he chanlllinll emphaei s o f t he boycot t and t he

r esul t ant o p t ion s it aff orded the s tudent move~nt . It a l so

a l low. a IIlreate r con t e x tual i s a t ion o f l ocal di fferences within a

~rticular ti~- frame , mak inlll f or a bette r assesement . if o t he r

s tudies of l ocal a r e as a re Yndertaken . The per i od i s a t l o n wh I ch I

f o l l ow Is a l a o lIlenerally appl icable t o o t he r area a in t he We s t ern

Cape t hus a f f o r d i ng t hes e f u t ure ca se studie s a baae f rotll wh i c h•c Olllpe r a t i ve analysell _y be conducted. In lIlene ral, u s inll a

per l od i eat i o n a llowll an e a s ie r _ avinll toge t he r o f ell tha

co nce r ns o f thi s thesis - unde r standinll the s t ude n t movement, the

spec ifIcity o f student strulIII l e i n t he Ath l o ne a rea a nd t he

sh i ft i nll i deolo ll i e al s lan t s wi t h i n ASAC. Such an a pp r oach aleo

al l owa fo r a n e a s ie r i nterpretat i on o f the boyoot t i n h ist ori c a l

t e rma as i t more r ead i l y fac ili t ates the a b i li t y t o oa p t u r e the

c ha nll inll f ocua of t he boyco t t a s it p r ogreas ed . Of monume n t al

impor t a nc e in t hi ll r e apectt) is t he oppor t unity t h i s a pproaoh..
enab l~s4an a s aess ment o f what the nationa l c a ll f o r a r e turn t o

achoel and t he i mplementat I on o f ' Peo p l e' s Ed uc a t i o n ' H meant f o r

a tudent o r llani s a t i on in the Athlo~e a r e a . at the belli nninll o f

198 6 .

t he c a ll f o r a

Ma r eh 1986 )

Three discern' ble ' s t a lles' in the school s boycott we re apparent .

Hovever . theae t hre e lI t a lle a a r e not absolut e and a fe ir amount o f

continuity and ove r l a p e x ist s .

11 The start and f ortification o f the boycott ( f r o m t he 29th o f

Jul y t o the bellinninll o f Sep tember )

A chanllinll o f f oc I t o include and emphaeille l ocal and s c hoo l­

based aeecee which we re u s hered i n as a result o f t he

c ounter-o f f ensi ve by the e ee ee • ( f r o m t he 6 th o f September

un t i l t he e nd o f Dece mbe r )

The per i od a f te r the SPCC Conf e r ence a nd

r e t urn to s chool s in e arly 1986 . <J a nu a r y t o"
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The firet ataae , looks a t how and why ASAC wa a f o rmed , tha wa y it

oper a t ed , end t he t eethina probleme it e xperie nc ed . It aivae a cme

i ndlcetlon o f how t he boycot t trans l ate d into i nd ividua l eChoole .

Durina t h i s peri od. a f undame ntal conce r n o f boycot t ina s t udente

wa . t o demonet rate s o l1da r ity with e t rU&illes i n o t he r parts o f

the coun t r y and the ce n t r a l demand wa . the lift i na o f the St a t e

o f Emeraency . Howe ve r , i n t hi. period l oca l echoo 1-ba sed demand.

~d arl e vance . were al so t aken u p quite voc i f e rou s l y. Thu s , at

i ndividual schoc ls. t h is per i od wi t ne s s e d the con t e s t a t i o n o f the

· norma l · au t horitar ian na tur e o f s choolin.. . Fr om t h e ver y

be, i nnina . the i mplementat i on of a l t e rna t i v e educ ation proaraamee

at s chools beClUlle a ke y act ivi t y . Howe ver . as inter -echoo l

r a l l1es became 1II0 r e freque nt, these mor e vieible a c t ivi t ies were

br oken UP by tha s ecur i t y f o r ces in an i ncr e a s i na l y brutal

manner . The attempted marc h t o Po l l emoo r on AUilUet 28th , wh i c h

wae _ t by brut a l f o rce, ID&rked a turnin.. point and it drew

s t udents out o nto t he . t r e e t a , leadina t o p i t ched battles between

s tudents and t he s e curity f orce s . Participation i n t he boycott at

this eta..e wae thua e s s e n t ially s tude nt-based . However. t he

commun i t y . lar aely aa a resul t o f witnes s i na pol i ce brutality ,

and e t t e nd i nil the nume r o ua ra ll iee that were h e l d , became Ie• •

aver.e t o t he i de a o f a u ppor t i n a students .

The aecond staaa ",41, wa s f Clmented by a marked count e r - c f f e n s i v e

by t he stat . . in ar. .tte=~t t o thwart t he boyc o t t which wa s

rapi d l y aainina IlOmentum. On the 6 t h o f Sep t e mber, in an attempt

t o i solate etudente from t he ir o r a ani s a t i ona l ba s e a , Cartar

Ebr ah i m c losed al l DEC e duc a t iona l inst itut ions i n the We atern

CaPe . Ironica lly , t his " e rved on l y t o bola t e r the boycott by

wideni na its suppor t b a s e, d r awina in the broader co~nity o n a

s ianif i cant a c a le . Th e per i od .sw the e llla raence o f PTSA·. and t he

fe r lll8t i o n c f a maae-ba sed prolire.si ve t e a c he r body . On the 17th

of Sep tember , i n a wi despread and auccessful c8lllpeian the

COftllUni t y o pene d t he school. in defiance o f Carter Ebrahim ·e

diktat pr oclai lbina the schoo l s clos e d. rne closure of echoo l e

i n t roduce d a new diJ:lena i o n t o boycott and,. althou ..h a b r oader

POl i t i ca l f ocus wa s eti ll v ie ible . at tent i cn wa s redirected t o

f oc us e n t he ~choo l and it. links wi t h the c ommunity . An &ttelll~t

11



wa. a lao made t o c ur b a l l student and c ommun ity con t r o l ove r

.chooling and restricti on. wer e p l aced on s chool activities .

Although much a ttent ion wes redirected t o f ocu a on t he achools .

atreat ac t i on r emained a marked f e a t ure and ASAC ba t tlad t o draw

atudanta back into the .chaol. . Aa the s ituat i on i n t e ns i f i e d .

ba ttlea wi t h the s ecurity f orces became mor e pitche d and l ed t o

t ha t rallic TroJ a."l Horse" incident , whic h f urthar axacer bata d

l eve l. of anee r. The St a ta o f £mer llency waa aoon extended t o the

_estern Ca pe . pr e senting many difficultie s f or both student and

communi ty or gani s a t i o ne.

In addi t i o n t o t he s tata '. ande avou r t o t hwar t t he student

boycot t, a va s t range o f i asues had eme r ged. pos i n ll numero u s

d i f f icu l t i es f o r ASAC . I t was durinll this e t . , e that ASAC had t o

cons i de r tha f u t u r e o f the boycott . Tha e me r l enc e o f PTSA·s .

althoUlih it areatly assisted the student movement , wae not wholly

unprob lema t i c. I n political o r llan isat iona the debat e BUrround i ni

the f u t u r e o f the boYco t t wa . not un ified , with ona "'a c t ion

arllU ing that t he boycot t shoul d be intenaified . whi l e the o t he r

arllUed t h at a c ont inuat ion wa. pr ob lemati o as e ducatio n
4

i mportant

and millht r e sult in a setba ck f o r tha liberation .cvama nt i n

lIenaral. Thue, it was at this s tage that t he Liberation VS

E: ucat i on deba t e became pronounced . As the spect re o f t he f i nal

examination loo.ed l ar.e, the.e ee:ates bee~e ~re acuta . Ae a

reBUlt, althou;h studentsl o r leniaat i ona. backed by aU

prollr,.a i ve po lit i cal o r llani s a tions and a s igni f i c a n t percentage

cf parent ll and te ache r s. a llre ed tha t the exams would not be

wr itten . many diVis i o ns emera:ed . Thu s . althouah t hi_ wa. t he

aPOllee of the boycott , it waa a l eo a period fr au,aht wi th

tensi ons . diviaio~ and potential di saste rs.

Tha t h ird stalle ,

chapt e r . b r i e f l y

f oment e d by t he

whic h c an also be relarded a . the cono l ud i n ll

examinee the r eturn t o achoo le. Thi_ period wa.

na t i o na l con f e r e nc e convened by t he seve eo
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parents Cr isia Comm i ttee at t he end of Dece~ber . The conference

wa. eonvened at a perlod whe n t he student ~vement Buffered many

..t tlaeli:" a ll a ~~lt o f t he [mer lilaney and t he divisive l ea ue o f

__• ASAC wee . 1so unsur e how t o pr oceed i nto t he new y. ar . The."...... .
spcc conf e r e nce eerved t o thwart thi s l ack o f d irect lon by

cal l 1nl for a na t t onal r etur n t o school s on t he 28th o f J anua r y ,
t he l~l.~ntatlon of · Pe op l .' . Educatlon~ 1n conjunct i on wl t h

t he fo~l eyll.bue . and the euepension of the boyco t t o p t ion f o r

three DOnthe . a lte r which tl~ anothe r conf e r e nce would conve ne

t o • • • • • e the e ltua t i on nationally . Althou&h this c a l l enaendered
cohere nce and d irect l on . l te pollc1e a were not i . pleDente d

un1!o NJ, l y and the re t urn t o s chools ..ae Ill4rred by a hoet of

probleme . I n partlcula; de~rtment.l victi~ieation o f t each e rs

d i d not f a c i lit ate a 8mOOt h r eturn t o schoola . The DEC · e d ecieion

t o allow prolllOtione i neteed o f an eXhl in Marc h had f urther

Yeakened the pOei t i on of etude nt or aaniea t ione . The r e a t o f t he

cha pter l ooke briefly et e tudent or a an i e a t i ona l realianment e .



E~'CATTON_ BEST STANCE

TN THE CONTEXT OF THE
CHApTER l­

AND BEP'O'RH
OPGANTC CBTSTS. lR7B_lsee

£d~cation and stru &&l e e i n ed~cat ion did not occur in a vac~um ,

but vere ine~trie ably linked t o the politic a l eCOnOmy o f

apar t he i d and !! but a microco.. of a DUc h broade r see nario . As

r.Jch . !L"I anal ysis of Sou t h African ed~cation,. or t he boister ous

school r e vo l t e ~hich i t ha s spa~~ed ende~ical ly s ince 1976 ,

cannot be confi ne d t o t he narrow terrain o f t he ed~cational

ar e na . Conc Ollli t ant l y, !'Ielth_vha ar~es tha t the M' c r i s i s o f

a~thor ity ' .,ith in t he s choo18 in 1965 .,as a reflect i on o f the

soc io-economic . pol it i c al and ideoloalca l c r l s l s .,hlc h was

el\&\llflna So~th Afr lca. ·~ Thi s ' c r i s i s o f a l.lthor l t y ' ill prec ll1e ly

a crlsla o f hegemony f or the s tate . Dr a.,ln& on Grams cl , a o ross­

eactlon of Left pol1tica l anal yat. ' have argued convl nc in&l y,

t hat from the mi d- 1970 's , South Afric a had be en expe rienclna an

' o r gan i c crla le ~ or a c r is la of accum~lat ion. f r om which it could

not eecepe , I n a ccunt.r-v al r e ady polar ised a nd pol1t ically

eensitieed , t h i s exace r ba t ed eXist ing d isgrun tlemen t and u pped

the tempo of oppo s i t i on. which in t urn ac centua ted the economic

c r i s i s , Gramac i ar~ea t h at when euch a c ris ia persista wi t hou t

aiana o f cessation , this c ould ~.r. t ha t

" ine~rable s t ructura l con t r ad i c t i e n s have r e vealed
t hemaelves <r ea ched maturity ), and t ha t . despita t hi. ,
POlit ical f orce s which are I truggling to cona e r ve &rod
defend t he exi.tina et ruct~re itself a re making efforts
to cur e the~ within c e r t a i n l imits , and to overc:o=e
them . Theae i nceasant and persiste n t effor t s f o rm t he
terrain o f the c onj unctur a l and it is upon this t err a i n
that the f or c e s o f t he OPPOs i t i on or . ani se., . in t he
i_diate i t is developed i n a ee e r e e o f , ., polemi cs"·
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However . e e any activ illt knows , the mere e x s eeence o f hardships.

alone . d o not i n t hemselves c r ea t e revolt s. Ins t e a d, t h ese

hardshipe he l p t o p r ov i de a base i n which a c t i v ism t a ke s r oot and

becomes mOr e conduc i ve t o t he f orcee o f opposit ion _ This tenet i s

no t mis lled by Gramsc i , who h imself a r gued t h a t

"ec onomi c c rise" themsel ves ( d o not] produce
f undame nta l h i s t o r i ca l e ve nts , they Can "imply c rea t e a
t e rra in more f avour a ble to t he dis lleminstion o f cer tai n
mod e e o f t houll:ht .. _ The epec ific question o f e conomic
ha r dllhip o r we l l - b e i n ll: a e a c ause o f new hillto r ic
rea l i t i e s i e a pa r t iel allpect. ···

Howeve r . i f s uch obj e c t i v e economi c f a ctore dotl'l!'" ferment i n

v i rulent oppo"i t i o n . t he e t e t e cannot r ule int e r minably by

r e l yin ll: o n f o r ce a l one a nd t hus a t a c e r t a i n s t a ge t h e ruling

bloc ma y a llow ce r tain c oncellllion" o r COllme t i c r e f o r ms i n a n

attempt t o r e a " lIert i t s dominance o r hegemo ny ov e r c ivil eo c iet y .

However, i f t h i ll f a U e a nd o ppos i t i o n c on tinue s, the s t a t e o f ten

e mba r ks on a t win pol icy wh i c h e mbo d i e s both reform . but al eo

increaee d r epress ion . This i s precille ly wha t t r anspir e d i n South

Af r ica dur ina t he 19BO·s .

The long int e r national poe t - Wo r l d War Two bo om wh i c h wall

begi n n i ng t o draw t o a o lose by t he early 19 70 ' 11 wa ll exac e r b a t e d

by the OPEC o i l c risi e o f 197 3 . u s he r i n g i n a peri od o f wor l d­

.... i de economi c cont r a ct i o n . Aa t he Sou t h Af r i c an economy. wes

i n t e r mi r,..t;ly l i n ke d .!ond subordine ted t o wor l d mar ke tll, t h i e

cont r act i on wall one o f the f ac t orll which par tially r e su lted i n a

cri llill o f cap i t a l a ccumula tion a nd sta 8nat i on by t he mid- 19 70' s_

Concomita nt l y, t he llpect ac u lar eco nomic 8 r owt h rate t hat South

Afric a h ad e x perienced in the PDs t- Sharpev ille e r a o f the 1960 ' s

had come to a gr indinll: ha lt. Bundy po i n ts out t hat be twe e n 19 62

and 1972 South Af rica-s gros ll dome llt i c p roduc t Il:r e w at ove r 6% a

yea r . Wi t h ....hi te South Af r icans e n j o y i ng one o f t he h i gheet

leva l e o f c o ns ume r i s m a nd living s t andar de int e rna t i ona l ly , ' I n

par t , t h i s was a r e sult o f the pos t -Sha rpsv il l e per i od, whe n

OPPDllition h ad bee n oblit e r a t e d or driven into exile a nd a n y f crm



of d i a aentAv irt ual ly a bsent . With bla c k uni oniam bare l y ex i a t i ns .

SOuth Af r i ca coul d not on l y r ely on ite e nt r e nche d s y e t em o f

cheap labour . but it eleo boa sted one of t he most stri ke_fre e

econa.i .a int e r na t ional l y. Thi s combi na t ion of a t ab i l i t y and high

,rowth r ate had e nt ice d f oreian i nvestor .. t o ...Jr.e huse capi t al

out laY. . Hovev. r . Bundy pOinta out t h a t ben. ath thia i dyll ic

vene er . aa e a r l y a s 1972 . a number o f ne a a t i ve fac t ors were a t

work. While t he boom ha d swe l led the r anka of the bla c k worki ng

clas~ cons i de r ab l y,
··a pa.r t he i d pOl ic ies en-..red tha t it would be depr i ve d
o f hou.ina . educa t i ona l and we l f a re fac U i t ies .
Economic arowth r emained precar i ou aly dependent on a
hiah propens i t y f or impOrts . .• f r om the ~re a dva ncsd
capi tal i st ec onee ue e . Bar r i a re t o b l a ck advanc ement
cont i nue d to restrict t ha domast i c ll'I4 rket ···

!hUll . .fter the OPE~nduced int e r na tiona l cont r action . the Sou t h

Afr i c an ec onomy beaan t o de cllne and by 1975 t he a r owth r a t a h ad

f . l l e n by t wo t h ird• . ' Ae t he r ac e se i on and inf lat i on be san t o

be ar down he avi ly on a n a l r e ady i mpOve r ishe d bla c k work ina c l a s s ,

ths qu i e s c e nce of the pr evious daca de h a d been bludgeone d i nto

obllvion . both e s a r esu l t of I r owi na wor kina c r eee mi li t a nc y
-.\ but alao e conomi em) a s wel l a s the r evo l t. wh i c h e rupted i n 1976

.a a r e s u lt of t he atte mpted int r oduc t i on o f Afr i kaana . e a

medlum o f e ducat ion . !hi a not onl y r everbera t ed n ationally .

spreadlnll as far a a Cape Town , but lt a l ao e xac e rbate d t h e

economl c e r i a l a b., er,ler-derinl a eeee ave fH aht of c a pit a l f r om

Sout h Africa . I n a dditlon , t he Souther n African r e al ona l

political p rofile had been f undamental ly alte red wi t h t he f a l l o f

t he Fortucue.e c olonie s i n Mozamb i que and Anllo l a, a . wel l as t h e

..aake ni nl of t he SlII i t h r eiime i n Rhode .h. , lea v i ne the wh ite

ra. i me ln South Af rica almoat i s o l a t ed .

Io"h U e tha int r oduct i on o f Af r i ka ana a . t he medium o f education

l an l t e d t he powder-ke a o f 1976, t h i e wa a b",t t he t i p o f t he

i eeber s. The r evo l t a gainst Afri kaane wae see n a a a r evo l t

a.ainet t he cent r al tenete of ' San t u ' e ducat i on ( i n t r oduc e d i n

' ;o: j , l.
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10 the nefarlouilil Io/Q rOll Qf H.F . Verwoerd . Mlnl e t e r o f
19~ ) ·

Educ.~lon . ' Bant u ' educa tion wa. t o enaure the t fo r Af r icana.
~ ther. 1s no place 1n t he Eu ropean community above t he
levele o f ee rtaln forms o f labour • • • For that reason it
1. of no avell f or hl~ t o r e ceive a t raln!n, which he.
a. l t e aim absorpt i on into t he Eur ope an community whe r e
h. cannot be .be~rbed. Thie ... 1. unec onomi ca l beceuee
mone y 18 spent on an educ ation wh i c h hee no epee l ! 1c
elm •. •

The I d80108108 1 u noe r p l nn l n lls o f Ve rwoer d l an education wee t o

produce II. aubeerv lent black population ( l a r s e l y proletari an I n

opus ) which "'88 not on l y poor l y educated but wh i c h would ac c e pt

l t e eubord.lnetlon . The paltry leve le o f state spending on African

education . int e nde d to l1mit aceeee t o h liher _dye.tlc n ,

fac il i t a t e d undel'- o r unquali fied teachers . t he eeeence c f

suffic i e n t classrooms . textbook!!. l aborator ies . and a hos t c f

o the r inadequate faci lit ies . Secondly . a s Wclpe point s ou t . ths

s yllabus e s not on l y vir tually excluded ec i e nce eubJ e cts and

mathemat i c a . but 11 alao taught raciet hiatory wh i ch - ' p r ove d "

the super i o r ity of whites . deva lued pr e -colon i al Af r i c an

s ocietie s . den igrated t he r o le of bla ck people 1n t he

cons t ruc t ion of ~~d. rn Sout h Af rica . and a e ee rted t he incapacity

of b lack pecple t o exerc i s e politic a l powe r and democrstic

r ight s . .. • "'h il e th ie po lle y succ eeded part ially by limit ing t he

educat i onal adv ence ment o f Afric ane by cu r t a i l i n. sk il lh literacy

and 210 f orth . this pcl i C}·. i n the c on t ex t o f the e conomic c r isia

and tha aoute ne e d f or a mor a e k llle d labour f orc a . beceee eal f­

de f e llt i n. and c ontr i bu t e d t o a perlliaten t shor t a . e of IIki lled

l abour ."

WI t hi n t he po litically r epre lleive poet- Sha rpevil le period o f the

1970 "e . the Black Con ec ioullnese Movement ( BCM) wh i oh emer.ed and

t Ook r oot i n c r.anieations such as the South Afri can St ude nt s

Movelllen t ( SASHl and t he Sout h Af r i c a n Studant e Or . llnI aa t ion

• ..._ 1 '"'N " "'11"'" I. · I.... t. ......." , .. 1I; !i• •1 t. ... i 'd '.. [00"'"" . ,.. trim" UIl'U.· 10
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~~nte cri eis . eoa r i na ~e~plo~nt and inflat ion. which in

t Urn ~ifeeted in outriaht revolt. it neverthelees remained

dominan t and cruehed t he o ppoe i t i o n with re l ative eaee . However.

it became i ncreaeinaly c lear that i n orde r t o r e e t o r e hege~ny

ove r civil eociety . a v i abl e so l u t ion wou l d have t o encompaee

.are t han r e prees ion a l one .

The attempt made by the Botha aovernment t o r e s o l v e t he or llan ic

c r iei s was however p laced wi t h i n non- ne go t i able limite wh i ch

would not a lter the eeeence of the pre va i ling mode of pr oduc t ion .

In.tead. t owarde t he end o f the 1970 'e t he National Par ty ( NP )

aovernment embarked upon a 'to t a l str a t e gy ' - a combina t ion of

Mr e t r e ee i o n and ce r t a i n ' co smet i c chanae e ' t o win ove r a sma ll

aecti on o f blacks [ee pec i a lly from the middle-clalls l t o the

capital i st s truoture . while at the lIa111e time tiahteni ng t he

cont r ol . .. .. !hie need wa e especia lly ec u te f o r the IIta te, Kiven

the fact t ha t r ac e and c l a e e in Sou t h Af rica i nters e c t e d i n a

very obv i ous way and thus struKale had not onl y bee n directed at

t he apartheid atate . but wae alec i ncreasi na l y o ne marked by a n

anti- c apitali st d i s course .

A c r uc i a l a spect of thi e ' t o t a l etrateay ' was to win the ' h e a r t s

and minds ' from t he ' roo i Kevaa r ' t hrOuKh a policy of d ivide and

rule end an a t te",pt t o lIlyet ify and p l ay de..,on potent ia lly

cont e ntioue f e.aturell o f South Afric an life . !he \II iehahn

Co~illllion e nc our ale d the le l a l i.etion o f the burlleon in, militant

union moveme nt in the hope of institut i onalie inll it throu,h

c Olllpu leory rellietf'ation. while at the same time attemptinll t o

deeensitiee its politica l content throullh lellelisat i on . At the

a&me t i me the Riekert Commission recommended t hat Ma s t rat um of

Afr i cans should be accorded pe rlllanent res i dents r i llh t a in t he

c i ti e ll Io<hl1e at t he s ame t ime t he government ehould ti Khte n the

Oontrol o f outeidere "" ( f e . t hoee in the home l andelt" ent erina

urban a r e a e ,

, · .......". 1. " til I ;: •
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Ed~c at i onal r e f orm wa~ a c r ucial component of t he total stra tei:Y.

both aa a n at t e mpt to e e rue e ~tudent mi li tanc y t e e wi t neBs e d i n

19, 6 . and later in 19 80 ) and as a n a t t e mp t to attenuate t he

short age o f e kLl I e d manua l labour. Al t hough there Wa ll. an

e xpansion o f secondar y black educat ion (e s pe c i a l l y African

educ a tion ) a f f o rd ing more people the op por t u n i t y of a t tending

Bchool~ . thi s "'as no t mar ked b y a s ubstant i al inc rea~e i n t he

B~nd ing r at io e n blac k educ a tion. wi t h pe r capita s pe n d i ng on

and Afr ic!l.n ecccee rcn

jOrogrell.s i vely.

t he a~ e x . whil e , ; or Indian, coloure d

respectively. Bpend i n g dec reas ed

The year 1980 witnessed t he fi rst large-scale b oyc ot t s a f ter t he

1~76-7 r e vo lts . AlthouQ;h the scv eec Stude n t s ' F.epre~entative

Cou nc i l ( SERC) eme rge d du ring t he ~t ruggles of 1976 a nd p l a yed a n

ill'pc r t a n t pa rt in d irec t in ll: t h e cour s s o f the r evo l t , Chisho l m

and Cross a rgued that t h e o r gan izat ion wa a still " s mb r yo n i c . ....

;"-nile in 197 6 the re we r e no r e a l p r ecede n t s o r le~sons to d r a w

; r om, '" Hi80 t he o f 19 7 6 we r e con"eio,-,sly

e>:t r !l. po h ,t e d .' " I n p!l.rt this "'as augure d ,:y the e x i s t e nc e of

na t i o na l o r ganiBat i ons such as the Azanian Feoples' Organi~at ion

U,ZAPO) and the Con greBS o f Sout h Af r i c !.n Student s (COSAS) ,

f ormed in 1978 a nd 1979 res pec t i ve l y , TheB e organisations sou~ht

~o r ebu i ld ~nd ~a lvage the r e ma i ni.. g e~bers cf or.an isat ~cn a f ter

the eustained peri od o f r ~yr~ az i ~ r. witr.eseed e ft e r 1976 .

Th e r o le and reaction of the s t ate during the boycott ....·", ll.

cha r a c te r iet i c s choo lB we r e c lce ed . t eachers and studente were

i e t a i ne d end " ict~mi eed, and the use of pol ice b a tons, quirts.

te!.r.as and dogs were once again in evide nce . Howeve r the etate

.=.180 ..tte~.~tej t.o I'a lli!l.te t he e f fe c t 0 ; the bo,'cott ...n~ d,-,r ir.g

i t s peak . directe d the Human Scdence Reeearch Cou nc i l ( HSRC) t o

conduc t an inve ~t i iat ion wh i c h wou l d research a n acceFt abl e

~ac kage o f e d uca t i ona l re f orme . This i nve s t i g a t i o n , also known ae

the Loll. L!l.n"" CO lllr:'l i :!l s i o n . W!Ul t o r ecoClmend h ow t o c r e a t e Il. na·...

.
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.du"at. l ~n e ~'l!l te lll which ...ou ld ~rov l <:1e " t he l!a:le

educa t. i on ) f o r a U populati on arouPlI . .-•• Thl a

~a r t.11l1 1Y a r e l!l ponee t o t he delllande o f t he bla

...hlch wil l! argo1 nli that the ed\lc ation ayetem. hll.mpe red eccnceue

r.CC·~·e ry ILe I t .:i id not re~roduce eon adeQua tely moot ivat ed c r

te .:: hn 1C:a Uy tra i ned tlaeit woritfcree, which wae r"1J ,HJDentery f or

susta l l'1ed ec onomi c s r o...t h . As s uc h . ths Co=iss ion w.s keen t o

t r a r.d or lll a epect s o f t he cu rr i cu l um i n or de r t o pr epare black

;'ou t h lll.:: r e a de"ua t e l ll f or the inc r e ae 1n a l y modern and techn1ca ll~'

orIent e d world o f \Jerk . ..b e n t he t ", Lanae Comm1eeion r epcl r ted in

l Se l . amon. e t c t he r e . it r e c onmended that~state s ho\lld el!ltab lish

....ual .. duc a tional oppclrt~.mltie e and : t.ndarde c f educat l cn f or

all ' g r o\lps' , ..moe r e l!l i nde mlnll!t r y of e du ca tion . "

tha.t the De Lanse Commi e s ion

o f 'h. ' t o t a l st r ategy ' .nd
ceme nt 'he etat ue "0 v,.

inte nded t o . l t e r ' h. d=>lr.ln..n t

Howeve r. i t i s i mpor t an t to r e ali ee

mUlt be seen as an inU -a: r a l f . c e t

t hus p ar t of the e nde evou r t o

i ne r ement al re f orme "'~ ich we r e no t

rae ~a l and ch.e e-ea ee j etat"' l!l que . Al!l auch , i te ree Olll:len::'ati one

w:.u ld rel:'.aln f uno= e nt a lly e r.t r enche d with in e eeareliet i onlst

framewor k . Thue. the rec ommendat ion e that t he De Lll.nlie CO l:'~i e e i on

e ee ee i vee were no t only an a t t e !!<;o t t o p l acate the po litiCal

c ':: l'I t e n t o f ejucati~n , but a l eo t ~ ;o r ov i de an ed",e a t ie n l!l y ete~

",~,i ch ""ou l d c .:: r.t ir.:.:e t o re~roduce !I. l . be\:r eCl t'i'ly . !l. 1~it n cw a

e~ i t ~t : . ~~a: ~ ~~6= :~~. ~_~~ , ~ ! !~ : ~ ~ae a~~e ~ ~hat t~e e~~tr al

~ !e~e i e no t ~te tter teehnc lo.~ca l adj u stllle nt l!l t o the ourric~ l~

~ou ld enr i ch ce rt a i n ae~cte of echoolinlil o r not . but r ather

hew euch r e tc rll'l<!l d ej\lcat i on a l proceduree 1lI1liht
continue to rela t e t o the reprod~ction o f r e i a tic ns o f
e ccne~i e ao~inat lcn and expl o i tat i on in Sout h Afr ica.
I !I ecee ese~ntial re s pects . t he De Lanlie Cc=if!s ~on

a r i d ] r.o t si.nl :!':,' llIu.::h hie tor icel d ie:cont inuit)· - t.

.. ',,,,,.!, "'''' ' l : ' ~ ' '' .. L.mlO. 'a' : L'lith.. hI, ·, Ii. 1" ja:, "1" mh " .,..., I " j i !!1
'Wli\' " " ' l" iu" ' '' ' ";' I ii' ;:''' ;; ['linr ,,!,,;' ' ··::. 1l·" 1", " '11' ''' It ' "". Il'lt , I!, "1,1 ,,1
":'U:I.

••• ,. " ...... I . " " r l.~ , " "'''',:1' :. ;",t "'''l: ".. ,.:::.,.,,' " ':::",:. ;''''; '! ~'' '''Il l " ,,, :
;"; " ;> " :"., " ' I ;i' ! ll:r;!' ;, to. ;"Uill ,t... ;1.. . h ' ! " . ''''' 11" I,..,. :" l! I l;.

" _" " ' , ;. " :. t. : .~:.



bUlline ~s ee c t c r

~ampered e co nomic

~ducat 1 on lly~t~lII wh i c h wou l d i'rov i de " t he 1IIU>e

education) f o r all popul a tio n g r o ups _·· n Thill

i'a r t ially a response t o the de mands of th~ b i g

~~ ich was ariU i n, t hat t he e duca t i on IlYllt elll

qu a Ut y ( of

a lso

re:: ~ ~- er:; as it. '::i:i not r e i'roduc e a!l adequate l y lIKlt1vate d c r

te~hn l c a lly t ra ined blac k workfcrc e . wh i ch wa e ~diment ary f or

~ullt51ned eeeneeue llrowt h . Alii eucb , t h e Co=i ll ~ ion wa ll ke e n to

t ~ !.r. ! ferm aepec ts of t he c u r r i culum i n o r de r t o prepare b lack

.~~th ~ re a:i~q~at ely ! cr t he ~~:: re le i~, ly ~odern a nd tec hnic a l l y

e r i e n t e d worl d o f wc r k . wnen t he t~ tar.,e Comm i s s i on r e po rted in

l S61 , a mon. s t o ther e , 1t r ec omme nded t hat ~tate llhou l d e s tab l i s h•
e~ual educ a t 10nal ci'portuni t i e ~ and s t a nda r ds of e ducat 10n f or

a ll . ,rou~s ' . W'loer a ein. le mi ni e t r y o f educatic n . "

1ncre ment al r efo rms w~ich we r e not intended t o a lter t he

t h a t t h e De Lange COmmi llll i c n

o f t he 'total a t rate gy ' and

Howe ve r . i t 1~ 1mpor t a n t t o real ise

mus t be s ee n e s a n 1ntegrel fecet

t~ue pa r t o f t he enee eveur- to c e ment t he status quo via

doa:1n a n t

racial a!ld cl ae s - t aee d s tat u, que . As suc h . i t s reco~ndat i onll

w';' l,l l d ro!o l:'.ain ! un:h J:le nt a lll: ent r e :'lc he d wi t h i n a se j"re,at i on llt

f r ame wo r k , Thue. t he recomw.~ndat 1onll that the De La n, e Comm 1s II i on

ccnee r vea we r e :'Ic t onh- a n a t t e:'.i' t t o placat e the po U tic a l

·: ::n t e n t o f e ec c ev t c n , bu t a l llo t o ,rovi c e an edu.cat1c ~ e~· ~te::l

.~ ich wo u ld C::~t ih~e t o re~roduce e. l a beur sU~Fly , ~lbe i t ~cw a

s ¥ i t a b l y ;¥a l i ~ ~e ~ "C~ e . ~~U! , ~ ~ t e :n ~e.e er~ed t~e. t the ce~t r e. l

i ~e~e 1s ne t w~etter te er_~e l o, ical adj ustme~ts to the cur r icul~

c oul d e~r ich ee rte. 1~ aSi'Ile tll c f echoo l ir.. c r ~ot, but r a t he r

" how t\lc h ee r cr-eee e.:iucatlor.a l procedures /Il i ll"ht
c C:1 t l nue t o r e l a t e t o t he repr oduc t i on o f re l a t i cr.s e f
ee cno~ic d~~1nat ion e~d e xpl o i tat ion 1n Sou t h Af ric a .
I n s ome el!is e ntial r -e e pect. e , the De Lange Co= 1sl11on
d ( id ) nc t ti.~if i' much hi e tor 1ca l d i ec cnt 1nu1 t~· ·,.

•• " " " . I . ''''''"a~I'' .. L"" :O; ~ III ' , " " hll It f" o ..' h, ;\<1, " lOt 1"" I " " H' . I ., . , :l:I.
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·j~ l tlon t o t he l ~citat ions of t he De Lan, e Ccmmi 88 io~ 'In
~eco~ndat iOns . tn. KOVe~nhen~s ' 198 3 wb i t e ra~~ o n Educat i o n ,

~~l l e acce~t in. the ne e d fo~ e ducat iona l refo~ and e duc ati onal

e~ual~tf. f or all ' popu l a t i o n Kr o uPS ' , was s ub j ect t o i t s KUiding

~rinci ;; ':;" of e ac h ' pGpUh ,t i o n 6re ;lP · mai r.t a i n ir.K i t e own

~ =hoo l s and e duc ationa l butho r i t ies. I t was al s o made clear that

t hU ' . qu a l1 q ' · shou l d not a ff e c t the sta nda rd of "'h i te

e :!u ca t 1::-n . .lis ec e n , educatio n re::::la i ned loc ked ir: t o a 'separate

=~t e~~al ' ~ thc t . wi th :5 '. ~.rate . duc .t ic~a l :!epart~ent t a~d

;;-e r c . pi t a

i r. =C ~lrUOU l!

"~n~ i r. 1i

aa be f o r e .

f cr ' popUl a t icn

Ey i98 4 per ca p i t a

Kroupa re:.a i n inK as

spend i ne o n e duc at i o n

: :r whit es , Ind i ar:s . c o l oureds a nd Af r ica n wa s R1654 . RIOee , R5S9

and R234 , re spec t i ve ly , Thu~ wnereas Africans c ons titutad ove r

70X of the popu lation . l!lpend i ng on Af ric a n educ at i on W I. . I e ....

than 22 ll: o f t h e total expenditure of the educ atio n bude. t. "

_b i le the !~ Lan le Co~ission d id e nl e nder a pa lt ry mutat i on i n

s t a t e e ducat i on po licy. r e au l t l nK i n a n expansic~ o f black

e duc a t icn , ar~ably i t s e ntire ~.!$C~ d 'i t re had fai led .

:-r.~ ., r i man' f-""ct~=na c f t he ~ l.a:'.•e Cc=~ l!l l! ~ ::'l Il:'ld e ee t r i fl i r:£

e :!uca t i ona l re £cr~a which £: ll owe d. we r e inte~ied t o p r odu c e ~hat

hellemo n i o

f o r doeeat I c e t t cn"" I t h ad

i ntended t o bols t e r the

r:llscent e o e.nc>::: l. o ~ee d s i.e.
.-

an ' e :luc a t i on

woo
" ._.-

cal l e d

wh i cha d ua l

:'.e ce s Sllr ,· co rev i ve t he fo rt l.me s o f t he Seut~ A:r 1 0 e.~ e oe nol:::; .

"~,~e\·er, be t~ t he s e f lOn ct i o na t.a d f a i l e d wi t h t he r e s ult t~ llt i n

tte 198 0 · s . c l a CK eduO ~t icn had becc~e

,",lexa:'l:le r r.e e er-...e d , ne ither t ruta l

:~o ini o r ·....co 1nK (cou l d ) undo o r

e. · t r o j e.l'I h e r s e ' " and . a s

f orce , :'lor a ny amo lOnt o f

r e .... e re. the t h or ou ,;h

.. "/. "! . ' . '",,,.. . . " , ;; ; ' l!'" " f ' ;" . , ,.. ,,,, '" . 1"'11, " .

" ', .. " , _. ' . ' • • ",": :,,, ,,' ',' , ' . ,,,:. ,; ,:,;. , ,,, ', . ; , ,,,, ;' ;;l:' ' "' ,:1 ' .' 'I .. ; .. . . . , 0: _:, ' :'1 ;:
" " " ' . ;'" ,'", '" "' •• .. CO " ': "",,:, ' : ' . ". ,' i i ; : : .

. .



,:iemP!it i f1 c a t i on

1; 1e ' ••

c f b l ack I!lc hoo l il'.j tu lle u of

.... f te r a tr i e f pe r10d of econolll1c s-e e eve ev bet ween 1979 e.nd 1991.

.. e ccnomy t oek a eeve r- e t urn f or the v cr-ee and by 1962 bej:an at ••e
e tead. cour ee of dec l i ne . Altho~.h the per10d between 1ge 1 a nd

t he be alnn i n lil o f 1S8 4 d 1d not witness any l a ra,-ace.le or

.,rot ra~ted s t r u il:Jill e s 1n educat10n . this by no lI'>eans indic ated

t ha t a~o t~e l' e r a o ~ tlack ~~ ieece ~~e l: s d be~~~. On t he c ont r a r y .

t he e l i~e i nto econo~ic eta.nati on had the effect o f C&j:n ify1ng

t he · · ~· I1...-n in.ll "lip between t he r he t ori c o f r efoMl a nd t he ever~'day

r ea lity o f d i !5pc!5!5e se1cn and pewer les!5ne s e . · .. This per iod no t

onl y wit ne es ed the pr ol i f ic . rowt h c f bl ac k t r a de un i on i s m. c 1v i c

as eoc iat i ons. you th and etudent~ or j an i s a t ions . but eleo t he i r

unpr ece de n t ed captur i na o f a Iira"!5- rOOte : o llow1na in a mae e ­

baaed cone t ituency~ on s uch a ace.le.

The pe l i t i c a l r e f orms ena e ndere d by the state d id not have t he

e :fec t of l e e een i ni t h e jrowth of o r ga n i s a t i on e and on the

ccnt r e. r y . t he eete."t l i eh::ler,t c f t he t ri - c ame ra l eyetem f or

c olouredS and I ndi ans e.nd l oca l co~,~n lt y cc~nc ill ors :01' Afr ican

r e e l de n t i a l a re!!. e l ed t o an eYo llce rba t icn of

mob i 11s a t 10n . The Un i t e d ~mocratlc f r on t ( U~F) .

resentmen t and

a n ~brelle.-body

~~t ~ult l-clae!5

c :,e a t e wl".a t ws a wide l y r e .arded e. , the ' du..-=y·

t r 1- c lllMr a l eyete:n. The c e ll ": 0 f Or::! t he U!'F was

t j: t !'l ~ launch 0 : t he National Forum <S F)

t he

and fr ..ud\llen~

f ollowed s hortly

i n l i 83 . "-h 1ch

".;"..",• •. t.. ·. ·,. f.· ''' l'''~ao '.....01 '"·'. ;"i,,,li•• Iii, ' • i . : , ,, ,..»t<1'" It " ,,·Wl ..
0< ." I " arlo: :", "''' ' :" ,;:,, :,•• ,,', .• 1<1 :" "': '\:1 ,'.:",i", ",:,1' , -. : ,, ' "Ir :.·..l lO' 11 . 1 '.O<!

' W''' II i":'"'' .., ....:•. i:· . .. i.. ,. . ...." I 11'1 , . ·11 .. . ....". 011 'Ii' '''' m Ull.. ""'>I:' .
" I:M ,.. ,,,,,l! .. . w",milll ..".""", " •• , ' 1, "w." t .. ' ....,"'" . ' , l ' ,f Mm 'l " " ..
"" , To" . " " '.m i lll i. ""..,, : -"'1), 01:1' " ,~, : , " " " " I ' . ,;,"":,, , :",,,,•• " ••,,' lH.lo:'· ' l" ' "
""' mhlO , f ," (l ll.. " ,,,,ol.,,,.. " m Il " n . fll '1' ''1' I{,:'''''' '" I" ",,,':; WI:'"'''' '" ",a) fl"" ' '''

" >:!1 ,': .'''':. ' , :: :.' , ::.



d i ece rn a IllOve lften~ e ...ay f rom a. DC i de o l c"y a.nd a

lde~.ti:!1catlon with t he AIiC and Fre e dom Cha r te r ."

, f Hack

p:l!:l!: i b le ~o

=cnc=",1t.an t

c c ne e aewe ne e e t Be). Hwever . i n t he 1960 ' e lt W&ll'

7~ i 'S i de ol: " i =a l ~e al i"nment co~ld ~art i ally be a ttr ibut e d t o t he

. r c...oh of COSA~ , t he UvF'e l a r . e s t a f f l 1 i a t e ) wh i ch h ad ado~t.ed

the Freedo~ Ch ar t e r . althov.ah i t had r e lf.al ned a p~osc rlbed

document. untl1 1984. Dur l ng the 198 0 ' s COSAS "rew s i gni f l cantl y

a;;i i t: de,..and ! cr t h e reco e- n i ti:n o f de llloc r atlca ll}' e lec t e d

£? C' s bec~e :n lnte.r al al t e o! t.he e du c a t.l on atrus sl e . Thi s

de Jlla."'l d "" a s J ux t apolle d with t he demand f o r f u ll fr anch i s e rlahts

i n c iv l l s ocie t.y. !be ac t i . i tie a c ! COSA~ howeve r. d i d nc~ rema ln

.:cn! i ne :l " ". te r rain o f ". . choo l oo, " t ooit u p mooy

cC='..In l t ;r- ba s e d l e s ue s '" a ll l anc e with c l v l c s and unl one , Thh
c:nce p lOl,l a l lir.;; ... made exp l1c i ~ by COSA' Fres lden~ • !,.u l u

Johnson. who ar tO'..Ied. "Se f o r e they m s t udents . studen~s no

Ille ll".be r ll o f t hei r cOlMluni t iea . Th. school "", ". c Oml!'lun1ty no

anee ..arab le . .• t

!be co~b inat l on of t he tri-c~e ra l e lect i one, e xorbl tant r e n t

i noreaeee l n t o",T.s h i pe a c r osa lO he Va a l - t r i anale and Eae t e r n Cape.

a rd . a r.UIlIber c ! a chO'O l - baeed IiIrievancea wh i c h e_reed(.) e nBu r eo

that 1984 he r alde d • period o f popu.la r rebell ion a.a1r.at t he

e : a t e. Once ...a i n . a e in 1975 and 19SO. the - I!: ~ art ~~l ch I1t t he

All . ad ;..

as J a nuar , . e t l,ldent s . unde r t he banner o f caSAS s taied a boycOt :

in ittterld i evi lle ( ne a r Pr etor ial ln wh l eh t hey ! ocu aed o n

educ a t i o na l IiI r i evanc e s such a s t he excess i ve u s e o f cor p¢rs l

~unleXnent and t he eexue.I hllras ement o f fe a'lale s t u de n t s by

ee ecner e . The ecncc r e i n t he a r e a we r e 'Soon e i e ee e , and", le ad to

eOl1:ia r i ty bO:lc~t ts in o t he r !l.r e !l.s . Al moet e 1:nu l ta!'leoue l}·.

eeuce ne e i n t he Eastern Ca pe r ural town o f c r e eeex ha d be .un a

.. .. to I.•:.' ] h " , :a< :t " i.d .;.;", r.. "!l!," : .......11 · " 1,. , ,, . I. :t, l ;";1 " ' j !! j 0;
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bo yoot t o f c l ae~e ~ in eu~port o f Matthew Goniwe, a taacher and

FrQ~inent act i vi st , who had oaen t h r e a t ene a wi t h a t rane fer t o

a no t he r r e i i o n . By April a nat i o nwide boyco tt had be~~ wh i ch had

be e n ~ reeaied by the extre~ly poc r mat r icul a t i o n r ••"" l t. a nd t he

r e f ",e a l o f ':.h e author i t iea t o r eadmi t o, ·e".a" e pupils .

~n.e~ue~t ly . by May , ove r ZOO 000 pup i l s Were o u t o n boyco t t i n

t he Tran~vaa l MId Ea stern Ca pe i n s uppor t o f a COSAS a &lllpaien

A~ l ;h de~an~ed t he recogn i t i on o f democr a t i cally alee tad SRC ' ~}

: r e e be;;;' and !' ~ .. t i e r.er)·) t he e n::! t o t h .. aie 1i::,.1 t. e xeee e ive

; ,r;>or al "u."i~r-.::>ent, ~axual ha r a a e::>ent o f f e llOale e tudent' , and

the po li t i c a ll y o::> t i"a t.d a)';pula 10~e o f P\l p il a and t a . oh er e .

COSAS al s o de mande d t he r e DOva l o f unqua l i f i e d teaehers .~

Sy lIIid- ye a r . l a r ge par ta o f the cou n t r y had wi tn....d a

p r o tra cted period o f con f ron t a tions with the a u thor i ti.a . In

t owns h i ps a c r o s s the Tr anev.a l a nd Ea atern Ca pe . the UDF l e d a

,,,,ece s a f u l c ampa i . n t o bo yc ott t ha ~uni c ipal e l e ctio n . o f b l a c k

1o:.cal authori ti e s . Des p i te wide epread rej e ot i on , the loca l

; ou:lc i l , w", r e s t i l l P\lt int o ope r a t ion . CO:l '5e~l,lently , a n i ", r was

ve n t a d &t the ll\\lni c i pa l c o:.\lncll1 e r s who had be c ome sYII\bo ll! o f

ind i r e c t e ta t e r l,l l e i n t he to~~ah i~s . Th i s Wa l! e )';a c . rba t a d b y t h e

in; r. a~e i n r e:'l t a l a effected b y eeeee ce uec a r e , From t he end o f

t he 197 0 ' a t o 1964 , rent lav ies ~•• d been i nc r eased b y 4 00" . " I n

a ye r i od o f economi c daclin. , esc alat ::'n. ....n.c;::lo ~"::>l!In t ...nd

i n :: l a t i url . a nd r.,E,l":-,tll:".e :' ;:: : li>;i : il. l il.~ tivi t~· , eeeee inc r e a s e s

c er t i f ie d ... i ci~p:-ead s l,lr-pcr t ! : r t he r e n >; - boyc o t t c a ::pa i cn .

..d ,:iit i cna lly . t he ccncc'lIlitar,t . x c••s r ve use o ! r e r ee b y t he

"c\l r i t y force~ in a n a ttelllpt t o c r ush the cacpai8~ . a r vad o n l Y

t o bo l e t e r the ~i l i tancy an~ potenCY o f the rebel l i on . Thi s f o r ce

"' a i! a lao r e c i ;;:-c : s.te d . and on t he ' Thir d Day o f Se p t e mbe r ' ,

~" , inni :". i i n t h .. t Q..-ns h i p c f Stobelte n8 , ....., ende:-,ic ~pi ra l o f

v ic l e nce had been i n i tiated i n t he Transva al . ~b i le t ha ! o c us o f

ac tiv ity And mil i t a nc y had i nitially been the i r a nava a l . after

" " ;l I n ': .., l . ... , i. " "I i ll ,.: ' If ~I "I.' I ' ' 'I l UI ' " ' '' '', l . 'H ' '' , I. " <l '. "" . i l. ·'·f. I"~
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t;c,ve:nber 198 4 t he geogrll.phic f o c us c f the r evo l t had e h i f ted t o

the Ell. s t e rn c e re . To a reeee r d e gree, t he ant i - tr i-c amerll.l

e lecti on c ll.mpa i gn, culmi nating i n r e e e 19 8 4 , had e rec brought Il.

he i ghte ned deQ r ee o f po l i t i c a l a c t i vi t y to colour e d and l ndi e.n

",rea s ac r c s s the country . Ideolcgicll.lly, t he rebellion e n gendere d

Il. m... r-ke d s h i f t i:1 the b alance cf fo r ces between contending

po l i ti c al organisat ions, with the U~?s- s t a tus and hegemony, Il. nd

~ t e i d e o l o g y o f Cha r t e r i s m. a s cendin g p r o d igi ou s l y over o t he r

:rg...~ i eati one a n d ideological te:1ce~c~es.

=y i98 5 none o f t he demands o f boycot t i n g s tude n ts h a d bee n

addres s e d a nd" Il.S Il. result , the achoo l s boycot t hll.d not

::: i s s ipll.ted. I n Il.dd ition, ange r wa ll. r a d ical l y enhencee wh e n on t he

21st o f March, a contingent c f heav i lY-ll.r me d po l i ce c o n f ronted a

~·e ... c e f u l c rowd marching from Ui tehage'll Langa t owns h ip t o a

fun e r a l i n t he ne arby t ownsh ip o f Kwa nob h u l e , k i l l i ng 20 a nd

\o; ounding a fur ther 23. " Crucill.lly, it must be note d that wh i l e

t h i s per iod h a d g r e ll.tly e nhanc e d the f ortu nes o f bot h unions Il.nd

c i v i c o r gani sations , i t wa ll. t he youth a nd s t u de n t str uc t ures

"'hlch had gro~~ the mo e t a :1d wh i c h he d p l ayed e n uneesail ll.cie

·: Il. n " wl ll. r d role . I t "' Il.S l ll.rgely t he eff orts o f ~'outh, espec i a lly

~ o f COSAS , wh i ch had c ano n i s e d t he ANC , e n ll.bl i n g i t t o be come

,*, undi sput abl e popul&r fo rce within t owns h i p pol itics. Dellp i te

e e e .!5t&tfk ' increasing r e i reoce on ::o :-c e , the aeveet ave fi r e s of

j i~c~«tent ~~ic~ had er~Fted i n l?e~ h ad continued t o ra~e

~ndis turbed throughout 1985. I n part , the l~pac t c f the r ebellion

v e e dietended by the ANC's call Il.t the beg innin g of 1965 t o

' r e no e r South Air ice ungove rnab le .' Lodae, in h i ahli ghting the

ee e t e o f the r e vo lt} ha s po i nte d out t ha t from the start o f t he

Va a l Rebe llion o f Sept embe r 198 4, t o Ju l y 19 65 ,

' t he :::e ath t o ll r OM, to 517 wi t h the k i ll i n g s r e a ch ins
a pell. k o f 98 in July , s e e ve en Se ptembe r 1984 and Hay
1985, 109 council lc rs were attacked a nd 66 of the i r
homes o r ehops we r e c c t-ched . Pe tro l bOl:'lbin g s o f
a c tivi a ts ' houses by vi gilant e s . . . t he h i rel i ngs o f
the counci llo rs , g ll.ve a ne w f ury to t he epiralling

' 0;', ', ",,, ,,,,:< ..: ' ,;:,~, ' >':f' :, ':," : ,:,



fren~Y. f o r ty peopl e were ki l l e d in t hree weeks in t he
Eaa t Rand a l o ne in l a te June and e a rly 1965 ··..

In addition . i n June i96S. at i t s hi e t o r i c Kabwe Conference . the

~~C had dec i d ed t o i nc r eaae i t a wuerilla a ct ivit ie a and attacka

bY l/IfIkhonto we Si zwe and,. i n the eeeo nd hal f o f 1965• • t ota l o f

6a a t t acke ~ere r ec crded . mak1na f o r an unp r ece d e n t e d annual

t oUI of 13 6 i n 19 6 5 ." Add i ti onally . i n l ate J uly t he

kidnapp i ng , t o r ture a nd mu r d e r of Ha tthew Goniwe and thr~e o ther

to.stern Cape ac tiviata by all. a pa r t he id death aQuad ha d n~t h ad

its dea i r e d effe ct o f e tUlln.til o p poe 1t ion . but had fuelled

mil i t anc y beyond ita p r e v i oua heiahta . The r e be l l i c n had not

r ema i ned conf ined to the t owne h i pe wh i ch e ki r tad t he me t ropo l i t an

areaa in the Tr a ne va o. l and Eaatarn Cape . but had a1e o apr ea d t o

numeroue v i llaaea a nd dorpa ac r o ea the country. In addi t i o n . t h i s

r ebellion had an adve ree e f fec t o n the e c onomy and. shortly after

J une . the Un i t ed St ates loans outatandin.til t o Sou t h Africa . alone .

f ell by all. unpr ecedented s~oo mi l l i o n a nd the t ota l l e nd i ng by

t he US banka t o South Afr i c a . wh i c h had nea rly tripled f r om 1919

t o 15 'tUllon in 1Si85 . ha d fall en t o $2 . 18 b illion . " I n the face

c f eueh o.n = .prec e de nted and a ndurina revolt aga in.at t h e a tate .

cou p l e d wi t h co l os s a l f inancia l b lew' . the a tat e wa s besin.nine t o

lo~ee Its r oom t o manoeuvr e . Aa a r esu l t . i n J uly 198 5 . a St a te

o f Emerae ncy waa de e l o.red in 3 6 ma .til iater ial

t~e \' a a l - t r l anli l e a nd Ea s t e r n Ca~; i n

l~terna l o PF-Ca i t i o n ."

diatriots ( l a r ge l y in

a~ atte~Pt t o c r u s h

Cl e a r l y • • ho t thia had demonatrated was t ha t the stat~' attempt

t o at t e nua t e 1nternal o p pOsi t i on. thrOu.til h t he t o t a l e t r a t e s y' had

fail ed. I t a :ft.clie a t t e mpta t o inati t u t e r e f o r ms had boomer anlle d

a~d tr.e ee refor~s . auch 0.0. t he local cou.~cila and t r i -camera l
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.y.te~ . had to be ~intained throulih f orce . It i . sl ao o bv iou s

that eve r y r ec ent period o f major upheaya l t1976- 7: 1980 : 198 4- 6 1

ha. not only been init iated by the youth and s tuden t s . but that

t he y have r emained at the he lm of e a ch of them . I n hi.

ex~ination o f the origi no and .iBnifi cance o f .tudent a nd youth

....:lye_ne e , Jon. t han Hy. l op has a ri'Ued , that why s tuden t o had

pl aye d suc h a c entral rol~) c an o n l y be expla ined b y pointing t o

".
' ~ art i cu l ar f.~tc ro i n t heir ~ it~at ion in .oci~ ty which

make t ham an exp loi!iye s oc i a l f o r ce . a l t hou eh
awareness o f t he pr ofound i nequali t y in e ducation is an
i mporta n t factor in s tuden t mov ements ' motiva tion. it
does not exp lai n & existence . .. ..-

Hy. lo~ has thus ar~ed t hat the r e ere i n part . c e r t a i n s t ructur a l

. :vj ccnJunc t u r a l aspects wh i ch need 1:0 be taken ac co un t o f i n

erjer to expla i n student a c t i v i s m and mil i tancy . As such . s tudsnt

militancy IIIU=t be p laced with i n the cont e x t o f t he drastic

increas e in t he percentilee o f yo uth in Sou t h A frica~ and t he

deapan ing r e c a . s i on. a nd how t hes e int ers e ctad with t he con tent

o f b l a ck e d uc a t lon .

The delllOji;raphic f a cto r i s o f IIIOmmer.tal i =:pcrtL'lCe f o r, •• Bundy

ha e pointed out. Sout h Af rica ha. bea n i n a phase of . cc e l era t e d

~pulat ion , r owth . A. the i rowth r a t e inc rea . e . by an aver age o f

:.e~ per annum . th is hae me ant that eve ry 3G yea r s the popu l ation

:::oubleo, r e eul t i n i in almo e t ha lf the popul ation beine unde r 2. 1 ,

and with encee unde r 15 conati t u t i n i 43X of t he Af r ican

popu lat i o n and 4 11l108t 40~ of the eo l oured poPll l atien .'· I f t he

1:raJecte r y o f .ro"-1:h 1111 Juxta;.ose j "'ith the eo:::b i na ti on o f t he

ilar1ni defaC~lII in blaek education . the lIIubetant i al inc rease in

t he q ua nt i t y Ibu t r.o t quali t y l c £ bl aek .:iuc at icn . and t he

e conomi c downturn wi th t he resultant hiih l eve l s o f un.mplo~~ent

of b laek school leave re . t he r ad i c a li eat i on of youth c an qu i t e

.. I" ;,, . : . '!:I,,:,. " ,, :1,.••,. .. , ''' ~' ' ,. ,: .., ... " !",I,, ,.,. " ':O M" ... .." , .._ t•• Wi·, ;' "
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" be u n de r s t ood. Thu. the poor black ed\1cation s yst e m had..~ ,
d e ter iorat e d further ~ ' the drastic erowth o f t he youth s ec tor .

All. such. " tude nt movement. have s een the educat i on s ys t e m a s

a ctina . a a transmi s s i on bel t from t h e achool l atea to the latea

o f t he f ac t ory .

precis ely bee ause the ~hoo l . ituat ion haa bea n eo ob v i ou s l y a nd

i nt e rminably i nt arsected wi t h t he broader rea l itie s o f cla s s a nd

race . i t hae become .!to contest ed t e rra i n. wi t h ..t udent s demand i n .

bet te r oppor tuni t i ..a and f ac i l i t i e s . However , aiven t he d i s course

e ! t he III t.t. . there had alao been a IIlr'OWlnll r e eUe.t ian t hat.

v i ab le and democ r atic educat i on s ystem c ould on l y be i mp l e me nt e d

a tta r t he ove r t h row of t he e t a t e. As such . the di scourse o f

studen t movemen ts and po litic~ had been inJ ~ct~d wi t h an over t l y

po lit ical f ocus . These comb ined facto rs . in a period o f

bur . e onina po liticis ation. had been lIIu lt i p l i e d b y the particulaJ,

brutal ~~er t ha t t h e . ecur i t y f orcee heve tried t o que ll

s t uden t a t ru. s le s . Fo r e XflIllp l e . Bund y hall po int ed out t hat

between 196 4 and 196a. t he !lta t e ~ kil l ed :;00 c h ild r e n. wou nde d

1 000 , deta i ne d 11 000 . arr ested 18 000 o n prot eat cha r ,ell. with

17 3 00 0 still a wa i t i n s t rial .'· It :nu.t a leo be remelllbe r e d t hat

t he a . flaura . and t he d iscuss i on above does no t take into a ccount

t he psyc ho l oaic a l . f fec ts and ,ene ral lIIllie u o f d lspos s e s s i on and

r ac l al o p p r e llll ion i n r elat i on to you t h r ad i c a l l s s t l o n .

I n t h is c n a pt a r I have ,ive n a t road and br i e f ove rvi e w o f

(ievelopment s in o the r part ll o f t he country . l ocat i n . e eac e e r ce

a nd e ducation e t ruSji1ee wi t h in t he c ontex t o f the Sout h Af rlcan

po llt i c a l ec o nomy a nd ov e r a ll s t ata at r a tegy . frolll t he 19 70 ' s t o

the mi d - 19 60 ' s . A. s uch, I have only f ocus e d o n hi&h pro f U e

deve l opme n t s a t t he n a ti e na l l a ve l . Wn l 1e tony acc ount o f the 1985

s c h ool... boycot t in t he io'e llte r n Cape mus t p lace it Wi t h i n s uch a

c o n t e x t , as it wa ll clearly r elated t o t he b r oadto r na tiona l

s c ena rio . t hi ll alo ne d o e ll no t l l11pa r t an adequate contex t . While

the 1960 ' 11 certainly d i d exh i b i t ce r t a i n c omb i ned a nd cohe r ent

na ti onal d e velopments i n r e l a t i on t o t he f e nnentatio n o f



C~po.l t i~n and l n r e l a t i on t o the econoMY . stste s t r s t e c y . the

or j an ie e r ls1s . and edueation , t here were a l eo extr emely uneven

l eve l s o f r e c l ona l development . Th is fraamentary devel~nt l s
seen most v i s i b l y when t he Weste rn Cape i s eont r a s t e d t o o t he r

part s of t he country. He r e . t he schoo ls boYcot~ and the

concom i tan t con f r ontat lon with the forces o f t he s t a t e . onl y

beean in late J uly 1985 . whe r e a s l a r se par t s o f t he Easts r n Ca pe

~1j Tr a ns va a l had a lready been ab l a~e since the l a s t quarter of

:~~4 . v iven t hi s c ont ras t . t he nex t c~apter eeeks t o pre v i de t he

hi s t or i ca l l oce l cont ex t of t he boycot t in t he We s t ern Cape . Thi s

ie i mpor t an t as t he se d ifferenc es h ad • ~or influence ove r t he

1~85 b¢yc ot t i tse l f .



CfiApTER 2:. THE PRE BOYCOTT

WESTERN CAPE

11 Cont.e nd l na: ProIitN!1581ve ldeolollles l n the We lll teMl Cepe

-secm Af rica i s • .• a mixe d baa of h isto r i c ally
dis t.i nc t. locali t i e s. wi t h d i f fe r ent t r adlt i ons and
d i f f erent SOC i al r eeee e . And , perhaps a.or e t han
anyYhere e r ee , the seee eee Cape possesses en
' e xc ep t i ona l i s t' political constituenc y and cultur • . ·· •

By t he 1980 ' 11I t he Wes t.ern Cape hed eecc ee renowned f o:- t t.e

dl ffe r e ntiat.ed de veloPll'en t of poli t ica l i deoloa i e a . 'rxeee

dif f e r e nces s hould howeve:- be t rac ed h istori c a lly and part ia l l y

att:-ibu t e d t o t h e r e g i ons ' peculi a r deve l opment , Delll.O graph i cal l y .

t he We a t e rn Ca pe has been uni que , give n t he fact t h a t it is t he

only r eliil ion whe r e co l ou r ed people predominate and Af r i c ans onl y

f o rm 13X of the population .' Th i s was el!s e n t i a lly a reaul t o f t he

lfovernmen t s' de l i berat e a t t empt t o res t ric t Afr i can u:-b an i s ation

by ' endor s i n liil' Af:rice na out of t he Cape Town are a and

i lll plelllentin lil t he CO loured L.a.bo1.1r Pr e fe rence Policy ( CLPP ) .

Althou gh Af r i can u rbani s a t i on d i d .row in t he i 970 's a nd 1980 ' s ,

l a r ge l y t hr ou liilh infor~ l ee t tlementa . t he a r t i fi c i a l d ivis ions

between colou r e ds and Af r icana hed been enhanced t hrOl.lliilh the

If:lve rnment ll policy o f ' d i v i de and r u.l e ", ene a :-oUJ> s rea lll ,

di f f e r e n t educa t i onal eyetelna . all' _11 alii throuliilh lanliill.laliile .

c ul tur e and occu pat ion, In a dd i t i cn . the black populat i on o f t he

Gre a t e :- Ca pe Town a rea a l eo includes a small per cent.as e o f Cepe

l':alaYa a nd I nd i anll . who were of fi c i a lly claee i f ied aa ei t her

COl our ed or I nd lan ,"
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Anothe r di fferent i at ing f actor is t h at i n the Western Cape .

un like t he Wi twat ersra nd Or part s of t he Easte rn Cape , he avy

industr y d i d not predominata . I nstead , li ght manufac turing

indust r i e s s uch a s t ext iles . clot hing a nd f ood proc e s s ing , wh i c h

employe d a pre domina nt l y colour ed labour f orc e . we r e we l l

establi s hed, " Althou gh the ' e t hn i c ' a t r a t i f i c a t i on in the region

is an i mpor tant f ac t o r . f or the purpos e s o f this the s is, the

po l i t i c a l cle avages wh i ch pres ented themse l v es a s a r e s u l t a re

more crucial. Fi rst ly, because the working c lass wa s s t r a t i f ied

r ac ia l l y . wi th colcu r e d worke r s (who wer e r e l at ively mcre

privi l e ge d through t he CLPP) pr edomi nating, ' pr ogressi ve' un ions

had conaide rably l e s s s u ppo r t amongs t t he work f orce compar ed to

ot h e r regions where Afric an worke r s predominated , Secondl y , a nd

mcre i mpor t antly, Cape Tcwn ' s organisatic na l tendenc ies and

t r a d i t i on s have bee n c onapiouously more di f f u se t h an i n othe r

pa r ta of the c ount r y, and as Bill Na s s on h a s a r gued ,

"For dec ade s t he re have been many 'isms' c c nt end i ng f or
a ec endency wi t h i n the va riou e cons t i t uenc i e s i n t he
We s t ern Cape No d i a cu.s s icn o f We atern Cape
politics , howsve r part i a l end abb r ev i ated , c an f a i l t o
re i t era t e t he point tha t i t has r ema ined a f r act ious
pol i tics o f qui t e Byzantine c omplexi t y .·..

I n the we s t e r n Ca pe , t he t wo Illes t a~parent i deologica l t rad i t ione

with i n opposi tion pol it i c s wa s t hat of t he Uni ty Mc vement on the

one hand . and t hat of the Cha rterist\Congr e sa trad i t i on

associated wi t h the UDF a~c ANC cn the other ,

The Un i t y Moveme nt trad iti on , whi ch ha s i ts ori gins in t he Non­

European Unity Movement ( NEUM ) wh i ch wa s fo r med in t he 1940 's , is

char acterised by its t wo guiding princ i ples of non- co l l a bora t i on

and non- r ac ialism. It s cc mmi t me nt to non-racialism is based on

the principle that race di d not ex i s t a nd a a. s uch der i ded any

ment i on of the t erm ' na tiona l group ' . After t he NEUM o f ficially

disbanded in the 1960' s i t s t radit lona con tinue d i n or gani s a t i ons

s uch a a t he Te a chers ' L.ea gue of Sout h Afric a (TL.SA) and i t a

" ;11 ; I l; ~ ,
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Althouih

rancor~u:

t rad i tion

jeride::l. it

Educat i o n Fe l l owsh ips . where i t concent r a t ed l ariely on low key.

and alDOst clende s t ine pol it ical e ducat ion. Th~s, whi l e t h i s wa s

the DOst diet inct ive rea i ona l i deol08 i c a l tra~ltion . it never

enliendered an a ct ive ~sa f o l l owini a nd iro n i cal l y . altho~ah it

. &a co~l t te d t o the establ ishment c f prol e t ar l a n hegemony . l t

h&d ve r-v littl e con t act with o r a a n l s e d worke n o r the work i n a ­

cless ln s enera!. I nste ad . its l eade r s and DlOSt o f lts me mb e r s h i p

were l a r gely drawn from a s mal l a r o up o f pre domlnant l y mlddle­

e i e ee and profeeeiona l cc i c u r e c radica ls, upecially school­

te acher S . Th~a. o r ganiaat i onal l y . the Uni t y Mo ve me nt t r a d i t ions '

IMin i mpetu s was fOl,lnd i n t he Te ache rs ' Le a gu.e o f Sol,lt h Af r l c .

and i ts DOl,lthp iece the ~duc "t ' '' D !! l JO"T~/!; ' . Jdeol ollically .

howe ve r the Unl t y Move~nt t r ad lt i cn sol,laht t o c reate a -~ i ted

f r ont ' o f r e vo l ut i on ary social iets 1n a non-s ec t ar i a n . non - r aci al

a l ll anc e . As sl,lch lt a c l a i m to be i ni an a u then tic and distinctive

libe r at l on eov eeent waa r e stricted DOr e t o ita ide aa end

a r gument s t han in lts o r a a n1sat lona l strena th . '

Al t hOl,lgh t h a Unlty Moveme nt tradit ion iave op~sit1on politica a

~1 e t 1nc t local f l a vol,l r . wha t r ea l l y d lat1ne Jlehed t he We ste r n

': ..pe r eli10n f r om o t he r r eiions 1n the mia- 198 0 's . was that

Cha r t e r l s t t r a di tions ( wh i e h predomina t ed elsewhere ) had

re lat i ve l y less sl,lppor t 1n the a r ea . I n part . a i ain . t hi s oan

a t tributed t o the rei1cns ' ~lque de=¢ li ra~hy . ~~i le m~st c f thoee

pc l1 t ics a nd r adlcalH:m were lan iiely euppcrt1ve c f t he Un i t y

Hovea~nt t radition. t he loyal t y o f t h a ~l ler , Afri c a n conmunity

we.e d iv ide d betwee n support i ng t he ANC o r the PAC. Ideo logicall y ,

while Charterhm wa e a l s o oomm i t ted t o non- r ac ialism, i t s o ua ht
••t o e lltabl1eh a 'pepl,llar fro n't ' a gaine t apar theid . baeed .. a mul ti-

o l a u s a lliance . wit :-. the r r e e dom Cha r te r a ll ite i'Jidlni ::!.oclalent .

both t rad1tion. adhered 'to non-racial1s& . there were

::l. i v1e i o ne be t wee n the two strandll. the Cn i ty Movenent

was espec i a lly c r i t i c a l o f ' peJ>l,ll a r front ielll ' .. r.d

aa i ndio at i ve o f the " pr o-ca p 1t a l i e t and anti- Io"¢rltini



c l e.ee natur e of ANC boUr ileoi l!l soc i a l ceeccs-ecs- ", • It wa s a lso

hoetile to what i t reilar ded ae t he ANC'e accept ance of ' Illu l t i ­
re.cl l!1l1l which was embe dde d In Freedom Charter . In addition, i t
re jected the Chs rteri s t e Ul!le of t he boycott as e. weapo n . and
Ins tead argued that the boyc ott shou l d be u s ed aa a principl e of
"on_co l l abor a t ion, I n t ur n. critice of the Un i t y Movement he.ve
l~basted the or ganiee.tlon for ite ' ar mehe. i r pol itick1n. ' and i t e
-pe t t y- bour geoi l!l eoe le. l baee and the domi nance of teachers w1th1n

1 t ~ cr . ..~1 l!1e. t 1one.l ~t ruc turea . To t hi l!l 1l!1 a l!lcr1bed ita

fai lure t o Or i an i l!le a IIlbS l!l base . to ~ve beyond t he realm of
education and r dee e. "..

After the 1976 r evol t there W4l!1 a cona idere.b l e irowth of
commun i t y or ganisatlone in t he ~e l!l tern Cape . wi t h ei.hty-flve

vol unt ar y al!laociatione ellleri ini bet wee n 1980 and 1984. i n
ccnt r a s t to the sevent y-two throuih t he who l e pe r iod of the
1970'8.' Thle gave a conc r e te Or i an l l!1 a t i ona l expreee i on t o t he

t wo dist inct political tradit i ons a s 1Il0st of t heee orianieations
i de ntified themee lves wi t h one camp or the other. However, i n
1ge2 , des pi t e t he ( cf t en bitter ) Ide oloiical dif ference s, ov e r 60
civic, in addi t ion to prOireee ive epo r t i ng. cultural and s t udent

or s anl sa t l ons . f r om bet h tendenoies came together t o f orm the
Di sor de r l y Bi l h Act i on COlnlll i t t ee (PBAC) , '· Thle broad irOuping
. as !o r~d i n c r der t o isc i 11t a te e. ~~ited oppos it ion aiainst the
· ~~~ rr:': f : 1118 ' ~h1eh ~ere de :1~ed t o t l£hten the exie ting

in! l '~ contro l la.8.

From t he s t ar t however , the DBAC Wa ll. emi t t en by int ra­

or i e.n i s a t l ona l ~~d Ideo l Oil1ca l ekirmishes . Or . ani ea t i ons within
t he PBAC were divide d ove r t he part i c ipat i on of ~hi te ' l i be r a l '

c r. ~n i s e. t lc~8 such a s t ne Na tiona l Un i on of South Afr i can

• 11" I :Il.
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Students ( NUSAS) and the Blac k Sa.h . as we l l as black busine ss

grOUPS such as the we s t e r n Cape Traders Association. i n t he DBAC.

Wh i l e the Char te rist o r i a n i s a t i o ns ac eep ted t hess o r i a n i s a t ion s

part i cipation i n the DBAC as part o f t h e i r e nde avour t o build a

popu lar front against apartha id . t h i s was bitterly oppose d by t he

Un i t y Movement g rou ps. The Uni t y Movement o r ga n i s a t ions

questioned the legiti~acy o f a structure wh i c h co~bined worki ni

class i nte rests wi t h the i ntereata o f t h e ··c h i l d r e n and wi ve s o f

! aete r y and mine b esse s . and a ~idd le c lass Western Ca pe Traders

As s oe i ation t hat wa s opposed t o t he r e a l interests o f t he worki ng

c l a s s. " 11 B111 Nasson has a r cued that f o r the Uni t y Movement .

s uch an o r i a n i s a tion wa s i n di rec t c p pos i t i on t o the mevement ' s

ant i - r e fe r mi s t and non - c o l l aborat i o n ist pr inc ipl e s . Thus .

··dr awi n. u pon well establ ished themes in Weste r n Cape Trotskyist

rhetoric . the unity movement called f or ·th. building o f

INDEPENDENT worke r orianizati ons . indepe ndent o f boases . baaed on

FRINCI PLED UN ITY . · lZ

A•• r e s u l t o f the pe r pe t u a l in-f iahtin g , the Char ter ist g r oup ,

l ed by the Ca~e Ar e a s Housini Act i on Commit tee ( CAHAC) wi thdre~

f r om the D6AC in 1963 . However . the DBAC did no t col lapse and

s ocn a fte r the Char te ri st s ~ithdrew . tho ee oriani.at ions wh ich

had r e mained in t~e DBAC. r e irou ped a nd f or me d the Ca pe Act i on

L4atue l CAL I a s a . e nu lne Un i t e d Fr on t o f a l l peopl . 's

e riani ::.ati c r.s . ... .. : t".e =;!.e :- : :a.":.:!~:" , ':.h.!.t :>.,lC!': a front ..h a ll be

l e d b y t he bl aCL work i ng c I a • • a nd does not i nclude l ibe ra l or

ru Bn. cla s s-c rliar. :.. ::a t i ona . ·.. Al t houih CAL p layed an i mportan t

~art ln the f ormation o f t he NF and l ts anti-capita lis t dis c ourse

i t d i ~re seej t o a c e r t a i n e x ':.ent f r om AZAPO a s it wa s commi t ted

t o ' non- rac i a l 1~ ' and no t ' a nt i - r a c i s m' and a s suc h. ~. s mor e

~,bi~a l e nt t owa rd~ the part i c ipa t i c n o f the white Left i n t h e

s t r u i . le . Howeve r , CAL was . 1.0 a d i rec t outgr~h o f t he un i ty

move ment tradi tion and co~itted t o i ts pri nc i p l e o f non-

.. :t : j I ;;:.
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collaDOr at ion . Although it
organi s a t ions , Nasson points
~ass-based or gan i s a t ions.

c l aimed

out that

t o represent over fi f ty­

thes e were i ene r a l l y not

The c.~arteri st or aani e a t i ons ha~ al ec r earouped a~d t he i r
ideol caica l s t r and was great ly enhanced by the nationa l f or mat i on
of t he UDF. However, i n the Wes t er n Cape~d id not gain the l evel

e! popu lar sup~rt i t engendered in ot her parte of the count ry .
~:pi t ~ th~ ~ lve rienci ee between the t wo t endenc i e s , 1984

her alde d a dearee of coope r a t i on as bo t h or s ani s a t i ons ca l l e d f or
a boycct t of t he 1954 tr i - ca:>era l e lections . !hie J o i nt call
ensured t hat t he bo ycot t c ez,pai i n ~as a success with t he on l y a

lOargi na l percent vot i ng i n the We s t er n Cape . Wh ile it c annot be

den ied t hat t here was a i rowt h of or gan i s a t i on , t he low poll wae
not necessarily en i ndication of ~ss arowth f or either t endency
as neither was ab l e t o inf l uence the day to day lives of t he

Wester n Cape co~ity . Nevertheless, in po litical circles, there
was an increased leve l of support f or Charterism . Thi e was
largely because the UDF' s or ganisational structure s and t actics
~ere mcre con len i a l t o drawing i n layers of loca l activists and

t ~reads c f pc~ular char t e r i s t resistance , whi ch CAL cou l d nct

=.atc:" ."

?y the f irst half ~ f 1955, t he growth of political or , an i s a t ions
i n tne _e s tern Ca~ cc~lc s t i l l nc t ee ec~p~re= t o irowt h i n

;ther areas, Si~il ar l y , t he i cecloaica l divis i ons bet ween
er aaniea t ional tendeneie~ . whieh ha d eXist ed f or deeade~ ~ad not
: ~min1~hed ~nd r ema i ned ae marked as eve r . Apar t fO}m these t wo

t endenc i e s di seu~sed above, t here ha d aleo been a t hird, bu t muoh
~take r t endency , t ha t o f Afr i eani em and Black Conac i ou~ne aa. In
~ act , devele pcents t owards t he ~i o- 1geO's did n~t s hOW any e~ a~s

c f oo' i n. t owar ds a uni t ed fr ent . Ins t ead. these div ie i on s were
con f i rmed by the launch o f the New Un i t y Movement (NUM) i n 1985 .

L1ke it a predeces sor , t he NEUM, it r ema i ne d commi t t ed t o the non ­
ne aot i able fri neiplea of non- co l l abor a t i on an d non- r a c i a l i sm and
did not ende~voYr t o bu i l d a ~ee-based or aani ea t ion. Heweve r ,



un like CAL. NUH r e mai ned hoetl1 e t o the Be trad ltl on and It

condelll!led AZAPO ae a r e ac t i ona r y t endenc y f or l te ··ov e r r i d l n l

e Plpha ll1e on b lac k c ommuna l1 11m lnlltead o f c a e e e ae eue e . .••

,. .. -
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2) The 1980 Schoo l Boyc otts i n the We s t e rn Cape

I n t h e Western Cape, a~ i n other parts of the oount ry. the

expansion o f black education wi t hou t the concomi tant increa~e in

expend i t u r e . e r ode d t h e already l ow s tandar ds o f bl a c k e ducation

even furthe r. Even i n colour e d s chools , conditions had

de ter i orated t o a point whe re i n 1979, a mee t ing of school

inspectcrs in Cape Town warned that " Co l ou r e d eduoat i on wa s a bou t

t o c o ll a pee . ·.. T~~y h a d stat ed that t he numbe r o f unqualified

teache r~ had r i sen s harply and amongst these t eachers t he re were

~o",e who had not even pa~~ed ~tandard 8 ." Th e r e we r e nUllle r e u s

gr ievances by s tudent s as we l l a~ teachers and amongst other~

t hese included depart me nta l hara ssme nt and vic timisa tion o f

pol i tically active teachers and s tudent s and t h e ~ene ral l a c k o f

f acil i t i e s at schools,

Mount v i ew a nd Cry s ta l were t h e spa rks that ignite d t h e f use

1880 . However, while the i niti al causes of the boycot t r e l a t e d

The year 1980 witnes s ed t h e

1976- 7 revo lts. Condi tions

f irs t l arge - s c a l e

at t h e Hanove r

boyc otts a f t e r

Par k schools

<h.

o f

of

' 0

a nd othe r such au t horitaria n

poor facili ties,

unmit i gated power

punishment ,

the victimi e a t i on o f

o f t e a c h e r s , t h e use

p rogre ssive teachers, the

o f fo rce and oor poral

a buse of student s by

cer ta i n t e acher s , boycotti~g s t u de r.ts a lso demanded a democ r atic

a~d non-racial un i f i e d ~y~t e~ , t he s c rapp i n g of gutte r

education, t he r i~ht to fo rm d emoc r a t i c a l l y e lec ted SRC's. as

well a s othe r e du c a t i ona l grievances r e l a t i n g to f aciliti es etc.

The boycot t a t colour e d s c hoo ls wh i c h began on t h e 14 th of Apr i l ,

~ at e r spr e ad t o t h e Af rican schoo l~ ' · both a c r o s e t he Peninsula

a nd t h e r e st o f the count ry. Wh i l e i n ma ny res pec t s the 1960

boycott was an action-replay of the r ev o l t s wh i c h beian i n Soweto

i n 19 76, r epl i cat ing both i ts spontane ity , mi l ita nc y a nd t he

U ! : l ! " " f. ! '! ~' f!,/ .. t, .t'ml. t .. l!oi' I:l" i" C.. ,..,i" li .., •• 13 11Io i"',il, of (," I... . t"h , tot
" ' i", It,m" !l; , i , ; : .

" ,m

" " ' 1'!' :'. n '. i, ' n: ",t """ '_:' Ii ' " ":W O!' ;' : h ' ,-" , c; • •+' ;<'- "',: , :: ";:r ,,! " , ,, .. , .
'" ,:,,_. "-" 'iI ' :; , iw if ' ,:" " ~,,;:, 1I '" " " ,"_;,:, ":" "! :c,:::: "'" 1" " .



r e s u l tant r epre e a i on, it wae a lao ~re o r ganis.d and r e l a t i v e l y

pOre . oph i a ticated in ite c o nt e nt .

The 1980 boycot t . lao wi t ne s s e d a ereater level o f i nvo l v emen t o f

par e nt s . t e ac hers . or a a n i s e d l . bou r and the co~nity both i n t he

s chool as we l l •• i n c~p& ians s uch aa the bus a nd r e d - mea t

boyco t t. The i~plementat ion o f awareness pr o a r amme a a nd pol i tical

discu.sions i n 1960 a i gnifie d a Dar ked d i f fe rence and an

amel i o ration a s compar e d t o 1976 . thua t h e concert o f ' Feople 's

Edu cat i on ' which became the clar ion c a l l f o r al l o r eoniaat iona

a f ter 1985 was consc ious l y i mp l eme nt e d durini t h e 1980 boycot t e

alre a dY. Di scussion s an d pr ogrammes centre d a roun d i s s ue s suc h a e

t he ne e d f or a n a l te r n a t i ve histor y, the ne c e eaity f cr

democr at ica l ly el ect e d SRC·s . how t o susta in democ r a t ic s tudent

or i ani s a t i ons a t eehoo l s . as wel l a. aeneral pol i tica l a n d s ocia l

i Sllue e , A teache r . t a 'Schoo l i n c.,.pe Town a t t est e d" t hat

d isc us 'Sions were qu i t e " s c ph i s t i c a t e d " wi t h students anah·sina

the int e r r elationshi p between t he s choo l s ystem. ~tter

educa tion , the a parthe i d capi t al is t syst e m and the reproduction

of cheap labour in South Af rice .

Wh i l e many leasons were dr awn f r om t he 1976-7 boycot ts , t h e 1980
bo ycot ts a180 disp layed 8i. niflcan t areas of weekne s •• A ke y

weakne s s wa s the l a c k o f s i.ni f i cant u n i t y evidenced between

niric~n and c~ lc~red .t~=e~ts. I n ~.r t thi~ wa s a re ~u lt o f the

e vents o f 1976 . whe n c o lou red s tudent s u n i l a tera lly decided t o

suspend t he boycot t desp i t e the f a c t t ha t none o f t h e demands had

b e en met and wh i l e Af r i can schoo ls had r e mai ne d out on boycot t .~

Ey I SBO thi s a e nse o f bet rayal wa . II t ill evident . In add1t i on.

a lthe ush Af r1can student s were par t o f t h e Comm1 ~tee o f 5 1 t hey

be,an t o feel t hat they had no r ea l sway wi t h i n it ." !hi e "'-a .

exacerba t e d vhe n the Commit t e e of 81 de Cided t o suspend t h e

boycot t s oon a f ter t he mi d- yea r vacet ion wh i l e . a iain . Af r i can

" .'.: ~ ...
as



et~den~~ con~ inued t he boycott . In a etatement the Committee of

61 declared t hat
we have c ome t o r eallse that the i ntentlon of t he
Govern~ent ls t o keep ue black ch i l dr en uneduca t ed. We
have therefore dec lded to suspend t he boycot t
inde f ini t e ly and resume our studies Our fo rm of
s t r uaa l e will from now on t ake on a d i f f e r ent
comp l ex ion and tac~ lcs ."

C:~se~uent ly the un i t y- l n-~~ru8gl e whi ch was slowly and
~a~nstaklnaly be ina bull t . desp ~ ~e the susplc i on . had been

: : r fe i t ed and the relat i onshlp between colour ed and Af r ican
stude nts had once aa a i n evinced a s ense o f be t raya l . The
resu ltant ~ivlsion t ha t emeried ls clearly ln evidence ln a
ne. s pape r lnte rvie. with an Afr i can ~llIber of Comm I t tee of 81 .

aiter the termInation of the boycot t l n coloured s choo Ie . He

etated t hat
"t.c us i t se elllS as if the so- called colour ed s t udent s
were not s ince re when t hey advocat ed a s chools · boyco t t
because t hey r an back t o school as s oon a s aOllle of
their problems were s o l vad. f orse t t i ns that noth i na had
been done f or us M~enever t hey c r y. the c r y is
Qu i ckly ~~~ere~ . ~re our voIces s o low that nobody
he 6r e us? ··..

Soon a f ter t he boycot t the COll'lmi t tee of 81 had dl e inte s r a ted
leaving behI nd no co-ordinati ns structur e for studsnt~ 1n the

" ;ucted ln i.".:. 1. " ....... ; I i..,.;. 1"" 1jIm"", 1' ;0 Ir.·t. ~ ! lj W j . ~ ••" I" , :.."
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3 ) Western Cape St u de n t Or ganisa t i on, 1980- 1985 .

On the educational and school terrain too, de ve l opme nt s in the

weste r n Cape evinced a marked divergency f rom the situation in

o~he r par~s o f the c oun t r y . After ~he 1980 s chool s boycot t had

ended (Jul y 1980 i n most c o l oured s choo l s , but early 1981 in

Afr ican schoo ls ! t here were no signi ficant school prote sts until

~he las~ q uarter of 1&84 , when students staged a limite d pro test

aga i~et the t r i -c amer al e l e c t i on . but ret urned to olass s hort l y

~hereafte r.

Soc n aft e r the 1980 boycot t had e nde d , the Commi t t e e o f 81, wh i c h

waS f ormed t o c o- or d i nate the boycott had c ollapsed , leaVing

beh ind no i n t e r - s choo l r e g i ona l body. In addi tion , African

s tude nt s felt betrayed as ~he Commi t t ee o f 8 1 cal l ed o f f the

boycot t i n co lour e d s ch oo l s , while African students r ema i ne d out

on b oycott l or almost another 6 months. As a r esult, f or mo s t o f

the period fr om 1981 to 1984. t h e r e wa s litt le o rgani s ationa l

ooope rat i on a nd active co l l abora~ion between studen ts f r om t he

r 'E! school s and those fr om the DEC schoo ls. During th is ' qu i e t'

pe r i od, most SRC's at DEC schoo ls had acted in isolation and had

f c c u s e d predominantly on issues at t he i r own part icu l ar schoo l s .

Like cthe r p a rts c f t he country, t he We s t e r n Ca p e a lsc

~ ;: ;- e r ie ::.c s :i a,-: i nc r -e e e e I::. une!!'.plc;'::\s nt as w~ l1 as a la rge

i n c r e a s e i n the prc portion o f youth . In the Gr e a te r Ca p e Town

a rea. in the 1980' 5 , 36% o f colou r e ds a nd 23 .3% of Afr i c ans were

a ged bet we e n 0-1 4 , wh i l e 60% of t he c o l oured popul at i on wa~ under

the a~e c f 25 . I n a ddi tion . 65% cf unempl oyed c o l oureds we r e i n

the 16-25 age br a c ke t , wi t h the fi gur e e esc a l a t ing furt he r

towa rds the mi d-1960 ·:!." ves pi te 'to h i s , i n Western Ca pe dur i ng

the per i o d 19 B1 -19B4 , s t ude n t re sistance a nd orga n i eat i on eou ld

not hold 5. c a ndl e t o t he l e vel s o f deve l opments 1n ot he r regi ons .

Th e two central tenets wh i c h condit ione d t hi s contrast, agai n,

was t he demograph ic make-up of t he We s ter n Cape a nd the l ineages

,., .:.;: .", "",':;::" . ..,,."" . , " '. ,



o f t he ~e,ion~ ' po li tical development. Afte~ t he 1960 boyco t t . i n

the DEC s c hoo l e I wh i c h formed the overwhe lming ~o~ity o f

schoo le in the We .te~n Ca pe ) the~e wa e a ~e lat ive imp~ovement

with ~ega~ds t o the provi ei on o f textbooks and stat ione~y ,

al thou gh t he r e wer e ~t i l l many i nadequ acie s with r egard s t o

fac il it i e ll. espec i a l l y i n terms o f the s y l l a bus l sut t e r
••e ducation ) and llpend i n, b l a ck e ducati on . However t he b a Sic
•

Fr~viei on. o f suf f i c ient books and stationery . i n add ition t o the

f a:t t hat the ~e we re no n ew provo cative mov e e by the lovernment

in t he fie ld o f c o lou r e d e ducat ion , helped t o pr e ve nt a f l are - up

during t h is per i od ."

Secondly . it

Eastern Cape

ae i mpor t ant

and Transve.e.l

t o note that i n t h oee

where ~tudent prote sts

parts o f t h e

did mus hr oolll .

the ee fle.re - ups did not e xist in e. v e.OUUm e.nd were not c a us e d

onl y e.s a resu lt o f the i n i quit i e s i n b lac k e duc a t i on o r ~

bec e.us e t he re we.a a n econollli c downt u r n . I nste ad . the fervou r o f

t ha.e revo l t s were intermin.bly l i nke d t o the ground-ewell o f

s~ppo rt f or l i beration o r gani s a t i on s and t he g~owth o f or ganis e d

l abour . and s t rus s l e s i n t he schools i nte r s ected wi t h t h os e in

the c ommu n i t y i n a very c on c ret e way .

As t he p r e cedins

or , ani s . t i on s d i d

s ectio n has shown. i n the Weste r n Ca pe thes e

nOt hav e a~ f ira ~~ i~p.ct a. ~n ot~er a reae .

Cape s pawne d a l s o p l e.yed a s i gn i fi cant rol e . Al t h ou l h t h e TLSA

was not e.n orl e.n i e a t i o na l f orc e , it wa s howeve r t he only

' p roEr ess i ve ' t ee.cher o r gan i s e. t i on that exi s ted . However i t s

conce~t ion o f e duca t ion s h a r p l y diet i nsuished it from Cha r t e r i s t

c r.e.n i e a t i ons , a nd whi l e i t r e j ecte d t he ay.te~ o f iUt ter

e du cation . i t f i~1II 1 y be liev e d thet e duc a t i on r e mai ne d a valua ble

a a aet . I mpo rta nt ly. it d i d not be lieve that ac hool boyco t t s were

partioular ly mer i t o r i ous and a r8ued that it s hould no t be us ed a s

a tact i c or weapon o f a tru&81 e . Inste ad . t h r ou. h t h e Educat i on

Fell0W'5h i ps a..'ld t e e Educat lon Journ a l. i t e nc ouralied t t.;s

deve l opment of pol i t ica l e duc e. t i on . Howeve r. de s pi t e the f a ct



t hat in DEC ec bcc i e " t h e r e wa ", nothing e lse b e s ides the Unity

Mov ement. not e ven the ANC " i n the 1980 's i t b egan to l o ,!..e t he

support o f t he youth "",he n ", mor e a c t i o n-orie nte d gener a ti on

d isplay ing s c e r tain 'impa t i e nc e with i d ea"" eme rged. " .. When

t h i'" bresch occur red between the olde r generation snd the youth

in t he Uni ty Movement, e v en t h ough " t he y ou th r c et , t he Uni t y

Movement l o ",t the youth . .."

~everthel ees, s tudent organ i",a t icn", wh i c h did ev o l ve . ", t i l l

resonated the poli tical c lea va aes wh ich had e xi ",ted in t he

~e stern Cs pe . Although the Ch art e r i"' t s l i gned OOSAS h s d been

f ormed i n 1979 al r eady and ha d ", t r ong organ i",ationa l r o ot'" i n DET

school s , in t he DEC "'choo l ", i t .. pre ",e nce wa ", not wide epre ad.

w~e re i t had e xieted i n DEC s ch ools , i t d id not have a fi rm

crg~nieat ionsl baaie . On t h e ot h e r h and , pri o r t o t h e f or mat i on

of the Student s o f ¥ouns Azsn is (SOYA), the Uni t y Movement

t r adition did not hsve a n set i ve e t u de nt - s l i gne d orgsnisat ional

bs ee , However, i t e tradit ions were firmly e n t renched i n SRC'e at

school s such aa Trsfalgar High . Ha rol d Cr e e"'y and Li v i ngs t one as

~e l l a", the Sout h Pe n ins u la Educst i on a l Fe lloweh ip , Noneth e l ess

~hese views did not permeste the daily s c t i v i t ies of schoole i n

the We s tern Ca pe i n a e i gn i f i c an t manner , Howev e r s ome s ort o f

cohe sion wa s aive n to the Uni ty Move me n t trs dition by t h e

ror mn ion o f t he CAL a f f i liated SOYA , wh i ch ",ought t o "un ite all

s~ucients o f t he vyyr e e s ed and ex r l c i t e d ~nder t h e msntl e o f the

stu dent moveme nt ". based

ite e l f

Jo rdi

wh ich

Ci t e)

mi dd le class. ­

sma l l members h ip

and d eveloping

me mbersh i p ... ..

It also committed

to rema i n independe nt o f t he ' r e a c t ionary

has however po int ed out that i t on l y h ad a

put its e ne r gy more i nto spreading

p~ l it i cal ideas than on att r a c t i n g a mass

ant i - r~c i st . anti-liberal, anti-se xi",t

on t he po l i c y of non - c o l labora t i on . .. ..

" :Ur l.



OSCC) wa s

of 2

heighte ned

t r i-cameral

o fpe r i oddurin ll:we e kne e e e e es ,~I!lpi te t he se
polit ica l a c t i v i t y . wh i ~1ch wa s occas i oned b y

t he Inter-scho:o ols Coor d i n a t ing Commit t e eelect ions,
f c r llle d. It was a bu lldk y str uc ture wh i ch consisted

•Ben~a t lve B each f r om ' (DEC) schools with SRC's (or i f no SRC
r~pr

e~i sted, pr efects) . Altt~hough much of the lite r a t u r e on s t ud ent

ac t iv i t y i n the We s t e r n Ca pe ha s c la i me d that t hi s body was

a ~i.ned t o t he ldeolog l ca :~l position o f SOYA ( s u ch a s Jarcl i , p 59)

a s tudent r e p re s e n t a t i ve ' to the I SCC i n 1984 has pointed o u t tha t

this assump tion 18 lncorr~ec t and that "The 1984 I SCC mu s t not be

co nfused with the I SCC t i h at was f ormed a round the beginning o f

-85 " which wa s a p r e domln:nant ly pro-SOYA b ody." The ma in focu s o f

the 1964 ISCC wa s an att~mpt to ensu~e tha t schools implement ed a

t WO or thr e e day anti--elec tion campai gn in wh i ch pol i tical

~duca~ ion wou l d take plaoce, e xpos i ng the e l ect i on s as a fraud .

jllthou ilh t h e ISCC!'I.s apn organisationa l s t ructure d id not l a .!S t

~ onll afte r t he 1984 p r ot•ce e e , it did mar k t h e embryonic beginn ing

~f a s t ructur e t ha t cou~ld uni t e students from diff e rent s c h oo l s

1n the We s t ern Cape. Wh~en it ~eeme~.ed in 1965 , a l t h ough it wa s

p~edominantly a s s oc i a t2e d wi t h the i d eology of SOYA , it

neve rtheless a t t empt e d ~o d raw i n othe r s c ho o l s in a n a ttempt tc

popu l ar i se SOYA. Al thou~h i n l ate Apri l it c laime d t o r epres e nt

approxima t e ly 40 e e nee-c i e ", t h i s "'as an exaggerat i on &nd in

~ea iity . cnly nad con te act ...it~ ~~~~~ ~~~a ~s i~ theee sch~ole, and

not t h e active a f f i Hat ; ion o f 1<1 1 t ::e i r SRC·s ." Despite t he f ac t

t ha t it poese s s e d t h i s ' we akne s s . its e xistence .!Still allowed ecme

.!S ~ rt ~f inter-school l i _nkages. Thus, in a non-sectarian pamph l e t,

it called for a s tay awu a y on Ma y let ( Ha y Day) in s o lidar i t y with

"e t.u de r rts who hevee been k illed throughout t he count r y
i n their st~uggl eE3 fo~ a f r e e , compu lsc r y and re l e v a nt
education f or all ; ':; . .. ·...1 th wor kers i n c u r country and
wo~ldwide on Int~rnational Wor kers Day ... ( a nd ) wi t h

,. :' Wl''', 1
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...
progrea s i v e
COSAS. AZASM

o r ganisa tions
e nd SOyA ·..•

of the peopl e I nc:l l.ldln ll

•The ca ll f or t he etayawey wee f a i r l y successful wi t h more thay 30

OVo student s at c olour ed h l i h echoo l e s t ayi ng away . Although aome
s chool e r e port e d e luO~ rat e of a~eenteel em . In a reaa such ae

to.~ . ft t h l one and Hitchel ls Plain the r ete wae 30X. 50X and 40~.

r e s pec t i ve l y ." Al t hou lIh t he I SC:C wou l d be eclipsed aoon a fter

t~e bo ycot t bell en I n Ju l y 196~ . Ita p r i or e Xi s tence , de spi t e

f r~t : e~e reiard l~8 r epre e e nt l v ity end i deo logIcal di f f e rencee ,

had a l l eviated the arduous t eak of Mak i ng Inltl.1 contact with
di f f er ent echoole acro ea t he Peninsul a .

,...;., ;:" ,, : ' ,. ::" .



4l A Des c r i p tion o f t he

Or ganisa tionll .

Athl one Area and its Politi cal

The area wh i ch became known a s Ath l one { i n the 1930 's) is one of

the olde s t colou r ed r e s i de n t i a l ~~d bus ine s s dis t r ict s i n the

Pe ninsula." Althouil:h it i s o f t e n describ e d as a middl e cla s s

a r e a , the soc ial c ompos i t i on of Ath l o ne is far from homogenous.

The Gr eate r Ath l cne a r e a, which str e tche s fr om the Athlone

ra l 1~ay s t a ti on down to Surr e y Es t a t e conta l~s a mixture o f

mi ddle and wor k i n g c l a ss a rea s . Howev e r . t he Ci t y Eng ine e r h as

po inted ou t that e ve n wi t h i n the more middle c lass o r "affluent"

are as s uch as Be h :ravia and Crawford , there are "pocke t s o f

pove r t y . .. " I n the At h l one area however , Kl i pfont ein Road e e r-vee

a s a divid ing lin e betwee n the more midd l e c la~~ a r eae and the

work ing cla~~ are as s uc h as Q Town , Silvertown and Brid£etown.

(see Map ). It must a leo be noted that the a rea whic h wa e

d e s ignated as ' I n d i a n" ( Ga tesv i lle and Rylands l is a l eo r egarded

as part o f the Athlone area. For the pu r pos e s o f this thesis I

have a l t e r e d the p arameters of Ath l one s l ish t l y a nd const ituted

it mor e in aooordance t o wh e r e t h e ASAC schools are si t ua t e d. It

h a s thus been extended t o include t he t wo Lan s downe s c h oo l s of

Oa r- land s a nd Groenv l ei . I n other respects , fo r the sake o f

expediency , I h ave e x c l u ded other schools whic h were not fr om

At h l one but wh i c h were a f f il iated to ASAC, i e t h e Han over Park

s choo l s . Kountv i ew bnd Cr¥sta ~ a~= t~e E~~t eheuwe l s c h oo ls,

Arc adia a nd Modderd&m.

Prior t o t h e 1985 b oyc ott a l r e ady , Athlon e e xhib i ted a mixtu r e o f

po l i t i c a l orga n i s ations . Amongst othe r s , t h e s e i nc luded the UDF

a f f i l i a t e d bra nches o f t he Cape Youth Cons r e s s (CAYCO) i n

Silve r town. Q Town a nd Be lgr avi a , a s we l l a s t h e Un i t y ali gne d

Gl e emoor Civic A2soc i at i on and Ath lone and District Yout h.

However neither tendency h ad a part i cular s t r a nslehold over the

politic al d iscou rse of the area. I t has been po inted out t h a t the

,. '~ ,, 'm . ~ . H. FtoI l• •f t"'ll l"",. C"·;' mI·;",; !l1i" lll t>! >. t", ,.j 1>,,,1,,,,11 ,I t,,,,,, t. " "
IHi" , 5",, \ ,, >to '! ""') mwlH:.. . ,n"" ,t, , j i ll! ;..,.. :"1 r L
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CAYCO branche~ ~pe c i f ica l ly, were ~t ruggl lng to take r oot before

the boycott." In addition, be fo r e the boycott , althoullh the UDF

h ad made i t s e l f v i s ib le i n the are a t hrou gh the anti -tr i - c ameral

el e c tion campa i gn e nd b r ou ght t o the f o r e a "eenee o f r ecogn i ti on

o f the e Xietence o f po l i t i c a l or ga nisation s . • • i t had lar ge l y

r emai ne d o n the per iphery o f ~he eonsc iou s n e s s o f the

"a r e a .

~r£uably , t he most signi fica~t or gan i s a t ion i n the Ath l one a r e a

wa s t he well e s tabl i s h e d Thornhi l l Re e ident 's As s oc iat i o n ( TRA

f cu nded i n the l ste i 970 's s nd b s s e d large l y i n t h e area o f

Ga t e sv i l l e and Rv l a nde ), I t s i mportance does no t onl y r e s ide i n

t h e f a o t tha t i t wa s one of t h e mer e e s t a b l i s.he d o r ga ni s a t ion s. i n

t he Athlo ne area, but i t s i mportance i~ s ignif i ed mor e by t he

i nt e gr a l r ole it pla yed in the 1965 b oycott , through i t s

re lationshi p with ASAC. During the boycott , i t wa s the o n l y

commu n i t y - b a s e d orga n i s a t i on i n Ath l one upon which ASAC c ou ld

r e l y ~ unr emitting l y f or prac t i cal support and a e tive

eo lla borat ion . Not on ly were t hose s t ud e nt s who f omente d the

i or mat ion o i ASAC, TRA memb e r s , but a s the b c yc o tt pr ogress ed , a

l a r ge pere entage o f thoee re pre s e nt i ng t he ir school i n ASAC ,

Jo i ne d the TRA a nd d r e w on i ts i deas , expertise a nd i deol ogy.

Ideo logica ll y , t h e TnA cou l d ap~ly b e d e s cr i be d as eclec tic as

l t e a ll egi ance was not 5tri' t ~ . b~~~= t o Cherte ri ~~ ~or t h e Unity

~cvement t radi tion. i ns tead i t e t radd l e d be t wee n t h e par amete r s

o i bo t h, d rawing on t h e ir more use fu l tra ite i n o r de r bui ld t he

Widest possible un ity i n orga ni sations i n a n a t t empt to ' div e r t

peop l e away f r om t he pa t h of e o l l abor at ion , towa rds con f r onting

~he s tat e . ' Th e i deo log i cal posi t i on t hey a dopt e d wa e on e o f

'non-alignment' and i t wa s inspi r e d by t he at t e mpts o f the Blac k

People e' Conventi on ( BPC) and the Da~c t o dr aw i n all l ibe r a tion

t e ndenciee . While the TRA grappl ed with the debate sur round ing

that o f p opu lar a nd u nited fr ont , i t h a d r e j e cte d t h e simpl e

d i chotomy o f front ism,



. . . the one be ing good, the c t he r being b a d, t h e one
r e present ing the wor k i n g c l ass approach, the other one
a bourgeo i ~ ~el l-out . We foun d t h r ough ou r own
e xperienc e i n t h e We ~te rn Cape t hat t here wa~ a need
f or a br o ad fron t ... We c eme t o the conc l u s i on t hat
achievin g vic tor y on an i s sue b a s i s wa s very , v e r y
i mpor t a nt , a nd not j u s t linkin g an i ssu e wi th t h e t o t a l
s truggl e . You c a n do t h a t at a theor e t ical leve l , bu t
when people · s home ~ we r e be ing bul l dozed a nd t hey were
f i ghting again~t be i ng · e ndor s e d ou t ' it wa s necessar y
t o b a nd t oge t he r . . . When i t c ame t o t he mid ' 60 ' s we
reac h ed the conclusion t hat t he roa d we must take i s
t h e r o a d of f i gh t ing wi t h e ve rybody who wa s prepar ed t o
f ight aga inst tr i - c a mera l i sm. We we r e not p r epar ed t o
a dopt a pur i st a t t i tude . "

Howev e r , p ract i cal ly, wh i l e s upporting the UDF' s popular front,

i t sha red the conc e r n o f t he Uni t y Movement ( t o i mpar t a

t h eor e t ic a l knowl edge o f s oc i a l i sm and t h e i mport ance of working

c l as~ ideas l ead ing struggl e . Simil a r l y , wh i l e c ri tical o f a

s t ra i ghtfor wa r d na tionalist d i soourse, e xh i b i ted by the UDF , i t

h ad a l s o r e j ecte d t he Un i t y Movements ' a r m- c ha i r po li t ick i n g ' a nd

it s r i g i d s ubscription t o puri s t or doc t r inair e po l it i c s . Th e TRA

mai nt aine d t h is amb i va l e nt po s i t i on t owa r ds lat e 1985 . The r e f c re,

a t its AGH i n Augus t 1965 ,

Mas s a n So l omon s f rom t h e

~peeker s inclu de d Chr i s tmas Ti n t o a nq

UDF , h . Fortu in fr om tne New Uni t~

~cvement a nd Frank Van Dar Horst f r om SACOS , Amon g,st i ts othe l,

r e s o l u t i on s , it c a l l e d f o r the unbanning of the ANC a nd t h e PAC

a nd i dent i fi ed i t s s t r u g g le ·'wi t !:! t !:!e s t r ugg l e 6f t h e wcrkin~

c l a~a and s~~~~ r: ~~d J t~e :~i ld ing ~p c f inde p e nde nt we r kin g

c l eee o rganis a t i ons . :,,,
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5 ) Schoo l s in t he Athl one Are a

The schools l oca ted i n t h i a s t udy a re Alexander Sint on . (wi t h

rors pupils ,. At hlone Hi gh ( 639) . Bel g r avia ( 1280) . Bri da e t own

(7 38) . Ga r landale Hi.h ( 8 4 1 1. ~roenv lei ( 996) , Ned Oclllan ( 5 20 ) .

Oak l a nd s Hi ah ( 13 40 ) . Pe a kv i ew ( 566). Ryland s Hi ah ( %900 ) . Spes

Bona ( 70 1) . a nd St. Co lum~s ( :I: 500 ) . " Amongst these sehools . i n

~erma c ! .~ini~t rat ion and s o f orth. Rylands . St Co l umba . and

i ..a kv i e w poss~esed notab le d if f e rences . Rylands H1ah . bec ause i t

was des ianated a n ' I nd i a n' s choo l fe l l u nde r a separate

depart~nt and a s . r e s u lt c f the dif fe renee s i n per capi ta

s pend i na o n I ndian e duc a t i on, had sl i ghtl y bette r f a c il it i e s .

s :.Ieh as the use o f comput e r s as we ll .., better equi pped

l abor a tor i e s. The a utho r i ti e s ha d made a c oncerted e f f o rt to

dl s tincuish and isolate Ryla nds Hi ah Bt u de n ts from othe r sehoo ls.

These measures inc l uded presc r ibing a mani fe st l y con t r a s t i ng

~n i form r u s t t r ou s e r s and s k i r t_ , wi t h a d ark b rown bla z e r ,

J e rsay o r t racksu i t t op , whe r a a . ot her s c ho ols in At h l one wore

irey trouse rs wi t h b lac k or b l u e s kirts , and blazers . J e r s e ys , or

: r acksu 1t tops. The onl y d i stinau ish ina f eatur e 1n the uni f o rms

o f t hese ot h e r s school s ' were the i r d i f fe rent badaes a nd t ies .

The depa rtment a 1eo t r i e d to ar-au r e that Ryla ne s Hiah opened a n d

e nde d schoo l-t e r ms a t different ti~s . Through t he s e me asur es .

t he d ef.oartlllent attem;:t e d t o ' put a b l ar..i<et e r-e....nd Ry l and " Hi .h ··

c y co~sciously t r y lr.. ~~ i : ste r a dl ! :~ r~~t lated ' I nd i a n '

ioenti ty f or Ry lenj~ Bi.h studen~~ . The onl y l i r.k ~ t ha t Rylands

had wi th othe r schoo ls ~a8 in spor t s . t h r ou.h t h e SACOS

af filia t ed ~eetern Fr ovine . Se nio r Sehoo ls Sports Un i on ( WFSSSU )

.,.r.d a dtbat ir.a soc ie t }· . ·'

~~ l la E~ . Col umba s was sliahtly d1st ina;;u ished frem

bee. u s e it we s a seci - pr i va t e Ca t ho l ic boys schoo l

p a id schoo l f e e s end had t o p r ovide statione r y a nd

o t h e r s chool s

where parents

t . ,,;tb oo lte f o r
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t heir childr en . i t st i ll f e ll under the cont rol of the DEC. "

Peakv iew, s i t ua ted i n Si lver town . wa s a J unior s choo l and i t~

~ost senior s t Udents were t hose in s t anda r d 7 . Apart f r om t he
fact t hat ~pes Bona was a boys - onl y achool . a ll ot her schools-wer e si~i lar~ terms of i t s admi ni st ration. Al t hough fac i l i t i e s at
Ath l one cou ld not compare wi t h thoee i n wh i t e schoo ls . none were
de speratel y l ack ing i n bae ic prov i s i ons such a s text bookS and

s t a t ione r y . ~s in Af r i can schoo l s . At some s chools. however .
~ l~s se s we r e l ar j e r t han other s an~ by 1985 t he ma jor i t y Of these

schoo l s d i d not have s chOO l hall s .

De s pit e t hese d i f f erence s . a c ommon factor wh i ch cut acros s a l l

these div is i ons at di f fe rent schools . was t he
ins t itut i ona l i s a t i on of a r i gi d eys tem of hierar chy and
author i t y . Each s chool was gove r ned by a l adder of sen iority .

which began Wi t h the educat i on de pa rtment and de oreased
progres s i ve l y f r om the princ i pa l to the s en i or t eache r s and heads
o f depar t ments. to t he or di nar y t eacher . Thi s t op-down power
e t ructur e . which cont ro l l ed most aspects o f s tudent li f e . a s wel l

ae that o f t eache rs , d id not end wi th t he s taf f membe r s a nd even
t he s tudent maaa we e h i e r archi ca l ly s t r at i fi ed . "

In the peck i ng or de r . di~ctly be neath the level c f teacher are

the pr efects Ichoeen by t he ~rinc i pa l . not electe d ) , t he s en ior
stude nt s and t~en t he ~~~: r st~~e~t e . This ~nt i re et r ucture
se rved t o r e i nfor ce t he pvwer of t he admi~istrat lon . with t he

lower l eve ls polic ing t he decree s from above. To r einforc e t~is

author ity . oorPOra l punishment was pr eval ent at a l l At hl one
SChoo ls. Ho~ever wh i le cor pe r a l pun ishment was legal l y

•
perm1==t ble . t he re were nume rou: at1pulat1ons gove rning t hi :
~ction . Althouih leially it cou l o on ly be meted ou t f or . r ave
o f fen~ea . i t had t o be admi n i :tereo i n pr i vat e . by t he principal

or a sta f f member asa i gned by the pri nc ipa l . Th1s e t1pul a t i on was
neve r adhe red t o end 1nstead, at a l l Athlone schoo l s , teache ra

.. '",-,;" '.
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continued t o adminia tered i t themaelve~. s ome t i me s qu i t e

br uta l ly , f or 'offense~' as i n conseque n t ial a s t alkina or eatin g

in claes. " Al t hou ah there we r e many e xcept ions , au thor ita ria nism

was replicat e d i n the classrooms through the t eaching methods

employe d by mo s t teachers . This method haa be e n de e c r ibed by

Paulo Fre ire as t he ' bankin g concept o f e ducat ion', i n whic h

"educe.t.Lcn bec omes a n a c t of depositing, i n wh i c h t h e
s tudents a r e the de posi tori es and t he teacher the
depositor . Ine~ead o f c ommunica ting, the t eaoher issues
communique s end makes deposits whi c h the s tude nts
p a t ient ly r e c e i ve , memorise a nd repeat. This is t h e
banki ng conce p t o f e duc a t i on , in which the scope o f
act i on a llowed to e tudents extends on l y as f ar as
r e c eiving . filli ng and storinli t he d eposits . ,.••

Wh i l e al l s ch oo l s i n Athlone had pre fects, cor poral puni shme n t ,

and a de f i nite author ity s t ructure, s t ud ent s we r e not ent i r ely

powe rless a nd in some i mpor tan t wa ys the y chal l enged the

u nmi t i ga t e d dominance o f author ity through t he ir SRC·s. However ,

pri or t o the 1985 boycot t , only Sinton . Oak l ands , Belg rav ia and

Spe s Bona had SRC's. The s e were predomi na nt ly inheri ted from the

period o f the 1980 boycott . However by 19 84 . de spite t he f act

t hat t hese SRC' s had been es tablishe d f or Quite s ome time , they

had no oraanisat ional links and e ac h f ocu s e d thei r a t t ention on

t he prob l e ms at t heir individua l school. The SRC's a t Belar avia,

Sinton and t o a l e s ser e x t e n t Spes Bona , were known f or the i r

l e a d i n li r o l e in pr i or boycot ts . By 1984 howeve r , t h ey d id not

h ave much say in the day to day r un n i ng of t h e school . Bu t .

de s p it e t he fact that the s e bodi e s were not ab l e t o cha l l e nlie

l ocal i e s ue s head- on, t hey h ad c r eate d t he s pa c e t o work in t hos e

s c hoo l s r elat i ve ly f r ee l y . "

On t he other hand . while Rylands did not h av e a n SRC . in 1983 ~he

a dmi n i s tra t i on allowed the f o r ma t i on o f a student body. Al t hough

it r e s e mbled an SRC in t hat it ha d r e present at ives in e a c h c l a s s •

•• h i" "" j .
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t hi s body was not i nde pe ndent of t he a~inistrat ion and it d i d
not have any decisi on-makini powere . Ins t ead . ite activitie s we r e

r es tr i c t ed to
··lI\undane t hi n.s 11ke see i nli to f und-rai e ing f or the
metr i c ba l l . .. and ar bour day. It wasn 't politi cal.
not at a l l . I t wae a etructu re tha t wee dr awn i nto t he
cur ricule activ i t i e s o f the s chool and i t was not
elec t ed . ....

Th is body cou l d not even c onvene u nl ess t he pr incipa l had . iven
it permise i on t o do ao . Meet ings could e l ao ne t be he l d unless
t he ~r inc lpa l or anothe r aen i or t eacher de l eiate d by h im were
present . The pr i nc ipe l cou ld a lso ve to any dec ision t aken by the
s t udent body . Because of i te s t ruct ure. the s tudent body was ··not

r e ally i nflue nti a l a s it could not mobi li ae et udent s and it was
forced t o mak e r epre s entat i ons to t he a dmi ni s t rat i on, wh i ch
a lwa ys had t he fi na l s ay . ·..• Thus al though i r i evancee such ae
cor por a l pun ishment ex i s t ed , t he student body was not even

a l l owed to d 1ecuse the i asue , In 1984 , when students attempt ed t o
addrees t he i ssue of their s epar a te uniforms , "becau s & [ t hey ] di d

not loOant t h i s rust colour " t he y we r e s i mply t old t hat it wa s "not
thei r bUl!line s :!! t o aec r de cn aeeae e such as t hat. ·_ M Never t heless .

amoni s t t he uppe r eche l ons o f t he s t udent body, there were sOllie
s t Udents who were members of pol i t i cal or . an i s a t l ons . Al t houah
t hey were not a l l owed t o epr ead t heir idea s t hrouah t he s tUdent

bcoy , they s t il l rem.e.ined pa.rt o f :.t because " ~~is et udent body
was s t il l a s t ar t . ....

un the ot he r hand . wh ile s choole such as Bel aravi a . Spe e Bon a ,
Si nton and Oak l ands had establi shed SRC's wh i ch we r e i ndependent
of t he schoo l a~inl et rat lon , i t was no t s i mply t he cese whe r e
s t udent s cou l d d iscuse on an l ssue. vot e on i t , end en f or ce t hei r

dec i ~i~n upon the admi n l s t r a t i on . Eeceuse corpor a l FUniehment ~as

r i f e a t a ll At h lone sc hools . t hos e wl t h $RC ' s att empted t o

• • I I , • •
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addre ~S t he cor po r a l puni shme nt i s s u e . Howev e r. none had

succee de d i n imposi ng a morat or ium wh i c h aboli s he d cor por a l

pun i shment . Al though t h e SRC a t Spe s Bon a "we e no t s uc cessfu l i n

r a i s i ng t he consc iousne s s of s t udent s . getting t hem to c h a l l e nge

the who l e r e ec e of corpor al pun i s hme nt. ·· t he y h ad a chiev e d t he

moe t , Th i s wa s bec ause a lar ge pe r centage o f t e achers h ad voi c e d

agreement wi t h the SRC a nd a n a gr e ement had been rea ched tha t

only t h e pr i nc ipa l could pu n i s h s t ud e nt s v ia co r p or a l

;:-u n i s hmen t . " Wh ile e t. other ec hccje t he c ampa i gn d id n ot yi e l d

a nything i n t e r ms of r esu l t s. i t signifi e d t hat t he SRC at lea s t

wa s takin g up s tuden t gr i ev a nce s , Howe v e r . SRC' s c ould not J u s t

decide t o e mbark on a campai gn . eve n i f t hey thought i t to be a

popular one . At Ee l gr av ia f or examp le . i n 19 84 t h e SRC de c ided t o

emba r k on an a n t i - c orporal pun i shmen t c amp a i gn be caus e they f e lt

that it wa s a ehort-te r m demand wh i ch wou ld be s upporte d b y t h e

ove r whe l mi ng ma jori ty o f Btudent~, I t wa s a l s o a reaso nab l e

deman d whi c h t hsy f e l t t h ey c ould wi n and thu s s c ore po int s wi t h

t he s t uden t s . However . when a vote was taken s t udent s h ad vote d

i n favour o f maint ain ing cor pora l puni s hme n t bec au~e they

"p. r- e f e r- r-e d c or po r al puni~hment t o s t a y i ng i n f o r a n hou r o r two

after schoo l . ,.., This h ad t aught t h e SRC t he impor tanc e of

p l a nnin e and mob ilisaticn be for e embar k i n g on a c ampa i gn . Befo re

the SRC a t t e mpte d t o take t he i~sue u p a ga i n t hey embarked on a n

e duca tion campa ign and re leas e d 3 or 4 pamphlets . It wa s only

cor por a l pu n i e r.ment c ampaign . "

Luring 1984 t he SRC's a t bo t h Sinton and Be l grav la we r e

pro fe~~icnall ~ed and an a t tempt wa s ma de t o e ns u re t hat the SRC' s

me t r e gu l a r l y a nd became a v i s i b l e pr esenc e at the school . Apart

i r om t aking up s t ude n t g r i evanc e s , s u ch as Si nton SRC had dcn e by

addre s sing the compu lsory weari ng o f b l azer s . wh i ch many coul d

not a f f c r d . both SRC' s were a lso i nvo l v e d in ' l i gh t e r' ende a vours

" "I",,,. I .
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in an a ttempt augment student support. Thus , at Sinton , t h e SRC

held a stall at t h e Ci t y Fs i r , wh i le the Belgrav ia SRC arrange d

an an nu al var i ety c oncert and continued t o publ i s h a n annual

magaz ine. Both SRC' s also ensured t h a t a number of clubs and

s oc i e t i e s , i nc ludin g chess , sport a a nd debating s oc i e t ies ,

aff il i a t ed t o t he SRC, began t o t ake r oot. "

In 1984. g iven t he large-sca le f ocu s on t h e t ri-cameral

parli ame nt, SRC's be~an to f ocus more a t t e nt icn c n b roade r

polit ica l iss ues . Howev e r, ap a r t f rom t h e COSAS branch whi ch wa s

e s tab l ished a t Bel grav ia (wh i c h did not have a large act i ve

membe rship i. " no o t he r s t ude n t poli tical o r ganisa tion ex isted at

o t he r Ath l one s c hoo le. In a ddit ion . because the SRC wa s a n

e l ect e d body whi c h repre s e nted a l l s t udent s a nd not a po l it i cal

or ge nisa tion wi t h a part i cu lar po l i tical affiliation , i t d i d not

e spou s e a singular te ndencial cur rent o f the liberation mov e ment .

Howev e r tho s e e l e c ted usua lly h ad a progres sive We l t a n s c h a uun g .

Thu s amOngst those e lecte d ont o the SRC. s ome s t udents di d

belong t o ' ou ts i de' poli tical o r gan isa t i ons such a e the UDF o r

t h e Un i t y Mov e me nt . However . a l a r ge r prop crt i on of t h ose e l ect e d

did not belong to an or ganisa tion , but we r e mo r e s ympa the t ic t o

the AHC and aspe c ts o f t he Con gr ess

Uni t y movement . These di f f ere nc e s

divi s i on s and neve r fi l tered down

s tud ",nt,e . ..

tra d it ion, than that of

h owe v e r d id not l e a d

to t h e b roader ~ess

<he

'0
of

wbi le t here wa s a gre a t er f ocus on broad e r po l it i c a l issu e e at

Belgrav i a , Sin ton a nd Oa kla nd s , a t Spes Bona , mo s t of t he SRC

leade rsh i p were more ge a r e d t owa r ds a cadem ia and t hei r fu ture

c a r e e r s t h a n with b roa de r po litical c o nce r ns . The y thus paid mo r e

a t te nt i on to arrenglr.g c a r ee r pr ogr amme s , excu r s i o ns and s ports

t ournaments , r a t her t han po lit ical reeces; " Howe ve r . as the t r i -

.. mi
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e~er4 1 e l ections drew nesrer . the SRC ' s i ntensified t he i r

political educstion and mobilisation and whe n the ISCC made the

c all f or a week o f protest and po l it i cal education against the

t r i - camer al elect i ons, Belgravia, Sinton Oa k l a nd s . and eve n Spe s

&ona euppor t e d it.

Howeve r bec aus e t he progr~a at .ehoo l s were not c oo r d i na t e d .

even t hough Be l gravia was only about 200 meters a way fr om S inton.

~tu.:lent~ did no t know ....ha t ...·a" h a i';>en i ng a t the o the r school . "

~e "ult ing from thi s l ack o f c oordinat i on . t he programme" t ha t

were held were no t o n l y inc onsi s ten t . but t he maj ori ty o f s chools

neve r hel d any programme be c aus e they l acked the structures t o

implement them. At some &chool s. the progr~s were e ven r un b y

pr ogress ive t eac hers .- Nevertheless . the progra~ a t Belg rav i a

and Sinton was f a irly s ucces sful a e a they had embarked on a

~bi l ieing c ampa i gn l ong be fo r e AUiUst al r e ady . Both s c hoo l e had

a l a o held e manda t e whic h fav ou r ed i mplementing t h e lim1ted

programme suggested by the I SCC. Because t here wes auch

wi de s pre ad objec t i on t o t he tri- c amera l e lec t i ons, and be c au s e

tea~here wer~ info rmed be fo re t h e t 1~e t hat a 11=1t e d progra~

wa s going t o take place a nd that arr a ngements s hould be mad e t o

catch-up wi t h work that wa s mi s sed . there wa e not much object i on

on the p.ar t o f t e a c hers ." At Spes Bona hoveve r- , the program:ne

wee poorl y s upported wl t h on ly ~OO out o f the 800 s tud e nt s

part icipating in the ~r~.r~:.e . w~~l~ th~ SRC ~ rranaed a n out s ide

s pea ke r , t h e mili n activity wee "s 1t t i ng ou t s ide singing freedom
ecnse . ....

Howeve r. whi l e thi " boyc ott d1d not h a ve a ny s i gnif i cant
r epercus s i ons on c c nd i t ions at s choo ls o r t he way t h e SRC·.
ope r a ted . i t d id have a n impo rtant i~pac t on t he devele~nt o f
student lea d e rship. Because o f the "h i lih" exper i enced, r e s u l ting
fr om t h e suc c e ss ~ f the ant 1-tr i -came r al campailin. many had

•• ,1' 1.
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jc i ned c cmmun i t y c r Bani s e t i c ns .
leade r sh i p pecple frcm Be lsravia.
involved in Thornhill .

Spec i ficall y , acme of the
Sinton and Rylanda had beco~

Another si8ni f icant inf luence which i mpa ct ed on s tude nt
l eedershi p was the OOSAS annua l cons r e s s , held i n i 964 . A few

student e from Be lsravia and Rylands a ttended the meeting and it
wae thr ough that exper ience that t he student l eader sh ip,

espec i a l l y at Be l a r avi a. becsPe ~re aware of the events that
were unfo l d ins i n ot he r parts of the country. It was at t hat
mee tins t hat Ath l one s tudents had establis hed cont act with SRC
and COSAS membere f r om t he Afr i can townships i n t he We stern Cape .

The Athlone de l e sates wer e also particularly i nt r i 8Ued by aome of
the t ownshi p s tude nte views on soc i a l i s m. These students had

lear nt about tha alliance that had been f ormed by OOSAS and the
Federation of Sout h African Trede Unions ( FOSATU l and the jo i nt

c~pa isns taken up . Athlone students had f cund tha t a lthou8h
OOSAS had been affiliated t o t he UDF national ly . ~y s tudent s
from the Western Cape t ownships had shar e d eome o f t heir
rese r vations about as pe c t s c f Congr es s po li t i cs . These s t udents

held co~~n ~ iews on t he i mpor tance of SOCia lism and thus plac i ns

t he strussle under t he leaders hip of the bl ack work i na c l aes.
Ath l one s t Ude nts had a leo learnt about the conc r e t e al l iance
f ormed bet ween FOSATU and OOSAS i n t he Transvaa l and how t hey had

J ointly t ak en up the rent boycott . Th is shewed i n ~ract lce the
i mportanc e of a worker- student a l l iance . The ae example s had a n
impor tant i mpact cn s cme of the Ath l one dele ga tes. who had became

"c aulil ht up i n t he phra8eolc8Y about the d i ctat or s hip of t he
pro l e t a r i a t • .~, While t he s e SRC l eade r s made a ccnc e r ted effort

t o conscient i s e s tudents about nat ional de ve l opments, i n 1965,
apa r t f rom t he Hay day s tay-away , s t udents ~~dertook no e t he r
' d i s r upt i ve ' ac tion . I n t he DEC school s . r i.nt until Ju ly , t here
had been no indication that a boycot t of cl as ses wou l d be c al l ed

f or . But , a boycot t did e rupt , Whi ch plung i ng l ar ae parts of t he
Wes t ern Cape into politica l ~elst rom enaenderins wi de spre ad
d i sa f f ec t ion wi t h the s t a te and at a t us qu o .



A PERXODXSATXON OF THE 1985

BOYCOTT XN THE ATHLONE AREA



CHAPTER a - THE START AND

FORTT F TCATTON OF THE BOYCOTT
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1 ) Ma i n Tr iggers o f t he Boyco t t and i t s I niti al Coordi na t i on.

I n cont r a d i s t i nc t i on to many other parts o f t he count ry , by the

f i rst half of 1965 , the Wes tern Ca pe h a d not Witnes sed an y lar ge ­

s ca l e or pro t r a c t e d s t rugg l e s . Th e gr u e s ome mu rders of Mat thew

Goniwe and t h ree ot he r Easte r n Cape a c tiv ist s, t he de c l a r a t i on o f

a State cf Emergency i n 36 magi ste r ial d ist r i c t s a n d the

detent i on o f 11 3 a c t i v ists s h or t l y the r e -af te r , must be seen as

an attempt by t he s tet e t o dissip a te t he wi de s pr e a d and

spi r al ling r e v o l t whi ch h ad begun i n late 19 84 . Howeve r , these

a c t s not only f a nne d the f lames o f disaffect i on in t hose p a r t s o f

~he count r y al r e a dy i n r evol t, but i t also r e s u l t e d i n the

pro t e st s p r e ad ing to h i t he r t c unaffec t ed We s t ern Ca pe . On t he

19 t h o f J u l y, t he day before t he fune ral of the 'Cr adoc k Four ' ,

1500 DET s t uden t s a t t e nd ing a c omme mora ticn se r v i ce in Gugul e tu

f c r t he slain act i. ist s , were d ispe r s ed by po lic e f i r ing tea r ga s .

Thr ~~ghQut the r e s t o f the we e k , batt l es betwee~ you t h and pol ice

i n Gugule tu, Nyenga and Cros s rcad s ha d continued. Af t e r t he death

o f a youth, the township of Crossroads wa a s ea led off . '

A c lass boycot t wa s emba r ke d upon by students at ~WC a nd t he DET

s ch ools on t he 2 3r d . Soon afte rwards, the I SCC , r epr e s e nt i ng 29

high schools i n t he We s t e r n Ca pe , rel ease d a pamphl e t wh i c h

depl ored t h e k1 11ings and c ondemned t he d e c l ara t i cn o f the Sta t e

o f Emergenc y , The p amph l e t had a l s o con de mne d t he tran~fer o f a

progres s 1ve teache r , Mr s . Ga l ant, from Scottsdene Hi gh, to a



pr l~ary echoo l . · Th ie t rans fe r wa e i n l ine wi th Carter Ebrahi~e '

( Hi n i s t e r o f Edu c a t i on HoR) decre e at the end o f 1964 wh i ch

a t a t e d " f r o lll ou r poi nt o f v i e.. it r e intolera ble that people

open l y op poe e Labou r Pa rty policy and unde rm ine act i v i tie s in our

. c hoo l s , .. • The I SCC i>alIIphle t . speakin g on behal f o f the 29

.choo l s . h a d a l so c a l led on s tudent s t o e mbar k upon a boyeot t o f

c lassee ( not a s t.y....y ) from Hond. y t he 29t h o f July . The I SOC

h a d demanded t he i~diete and unconditional re instatement o f Hr e

u.lant; an a lte rn.t i ve ~on-r.: i.t e du c . t i on aystem ; t h e

u nc ond i t ion . l open in. o f a l l .ch oo l a that h.d been elosed in

othe r part s o f t he count ry; the reco.nition o f .11 de mocrat ically

e l ect e d SRC' s ; the immedia te ..i thdra..a l o f . 11 t r oops f r om the

township ; the r i gh t f o r tea chers t o express the m. elves fre ely ;

the i~di.te and unc ond it i on.l r elease o f al l pol i t ica l

pri.one re a nd de t a ine e e; . nd t he r eeignat i on o f . 11 c ommun i t y

counoi l l o r s . dummy Hp ' e a nd al l o t h e r co l labor . tor • • The boycot t

.... • 1 . 0 i n s o l idari ty ..ith boye otting students in t he Tran s vaa l

a nd Ea s t e r n Ca pe .'

0" ". Z6th o f J uly, .i Jo i n t r . l l y wa s h os t ed by the llWC SRC.

COSAS and ". ISCC. • t llWC. At ". r a l l y , held t " di .cuss ".
boycot t . 8000-10000 h i a h s chool . "d t e r t i a ry stu dent s h.d

r e i t erate d t h o I SCC c al l f or a <W" d.y boycot t o f e l a eees t "

c ommence 0 " tho 29t h . ' Th. t r . na!. r o f Mrs Gal.nt . the !!lUrd e r o f

t he ' Cr a dec k f c a : ' ~~~ the i~~: i~ ion o f t h e St a t e o f ~ergency

bec ame t he key i ssue s wh i ch u n i te d t he s e s t u de nt e i n the i r c a l l

f or t he t ..o d .y boycott o f 'no~l ' cl.ssee .nd t h e

i mplementat i on o f a l t e rnat i ve education p rogrammee . After t he two

day.. the f easibility o f con t i nu i na t h e boycott ..ou l d be

r e aseeseed . Howeve r . at th.t s t a ae , a prot rac ted boycott was no t

e nviea.ed , At t he UWC meetine . wh i ch f o r t h e f i r e t t i me ineluded

r e p r e s e nt a t i v e s f rom the t owns h i p s . the we s t ern Ca pe St ude nt

• , ••" " u .~,j " ;.. I i ' 1"'1 l i llNl •
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Ac t i on Commi t t e e (WECSAC) waa f orme d . Accordin g t o a l a t e r WECSAC

~phlet, i t was f orme d beea~.e

.t~dents real i~ed the ne e d f or ~nited act i o n i n t he
We s t ern Ca pe . It 1s a n adhoe str~cture c onsi s t in, o f
r e pre sen tat i ves f rom [ 45] h i ah sch oo l s , c ol l e aes ,
unive r s i t i e s a nd t e c h n icons ••. t o coor dinate t h e j o i nt
a c t i on t aken by s tudents . Re gular r e por t ba cka f r om
i n a t i t u t i on s vere r e que s t e d so a s t o a s s e s s the boycot t
c a r e f u l l y . M'

vn the 5th o f August . v i a a ~ re••- r e l ease . a e po«e s pe r son f o r

WECSAC had auspende d the boyc o t t bec aus e c f t h e l ow a t t end ance

{ i eur e. at a chool s a nd the we a kne s s o f t he boycot t i n s ome

a r e as! Thi . oee i s i on wa s s ubsequen t l y ov e r t u r n e d the ne x t day

whe n 3000 s tud e nts a t a ~aa r a l ly, a t UCT . vot e d ove rwhelmina ly

in f a vou r o f cont i nuina t h e boyc ot t . ' WECSAC hoated e no t h e r ra l l y

at UCT , o n t he 9 th o f Augua t . t o "eeee ee the gain . we have """de

and t o p l a n ahead f or a unite d r e s ponae [ f or ] ou r t a . k i s t o

I!t r e nlthe n s tude n t or l en isa tio n " " Al though at that r a ll y , 40 00

s t u de n t a a l a i n voted 1n f avou r o f c ontinuine t he boycot t f or

ano~he r we ek , on the 12t h , i ndiv i du a ls i n WECSAC aeain attempted

t o c a l l o f f t he bcyc o tt be c a u s e o f t he "we a kness o f o r eani llat ion

in t h e Weste r n Cape ge nera l l y ," Once agai n t h i a deo i sion t o

r e t urn t o c l ass in o r de r t o ' con s o l i da t e ' t h e e a i n s mad e t hu s

f a r . were r e j e c t e d ,

~t thi a ataae , the boycot t . wh i c h wa s initially c alled f~r :~c

c a y s . wa a ne ari ng i t l! aecond we e« and had enee nde r e d a mo~nt~

eo I r .at t ha t we c ould not call i t o f f a t t hat a t a a e , ,-.. A ~jor

f acto r wh i c h a c c ounted f or t he cont i nuat i on o f t he boycot t a nd

, ...lI, I , 'bm:,,:, ," ;, " ii,.. " :,. h.I" ;.,. :11', :'i ~ ' .row ,: ; " ~ l ,, ; ,..: ,~:", 10:... ·" 11 " t...
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i t~ wi de~pread eu ppo r t , was the actione of t h e security f ore e e .

At the very f iret re8iona l rally, a t UWC , on the 26t h o f J uly ,

etudents were teargassed a nd baton charged . Approximate l y 200

student~ fr om the Mitchel ls Pl a i n s c hool o f Spine Road we r e also

br utally assa u l ted when t h e y a t tempted to a t t e nd t he r a l ly .

police had s t opped t heir busse s e n r oute to the r ally, f orme d s

passageway at the exit o f the bu s , f orc e d stude nts to a l i~ht ,

whi pping them a s they ex ited . As a r esu l t five s tudents we r e

hospital ised . Th a t same day. 18 year old Sithembe l e Mat i s o wa~

shot d ead by t h e e ecuri t y f orc e e . " Students were a l s o baton

c ha r ged and teargassed at both the subsequent r egional r allie s

he l d a t UCT. In a dd i t i on , the petrol- b ombing o f the UWC SRC

of f i c e s , " and t h e gene ral harassme nt o f boyc ot t ing s t u de n t , by

me mbers of the secur i t y fo rc es, induced a l ev e l o f a n ge r a nd

resentment , wh i c h e n s u r e d that t he b oycott continu e d. As a

student pu t i t, "whe n s t uden t s we r e beaten, i t did not wea ke n

the i r commit me nt t o b oycott , i t s t r e n gt he ned their r e s o lve t o

fi gh t t he system . .... Thu s Jor d i argue s that the gr owing cyc l e o f

" re s i s t a nc e and r-epr-e e e I c n had begun t o give t h e boycott a

m~mentum that pushe d it beyond its be g i nn i n gs as a so l i dar ity

protest . " 1•
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21 The I SCC. WECSAC a nd the Fo ...... t l on o f AStle .

Pr i er t o the 1965 boyeot t . a t t he DEC schools . the I SCC wa s the

only coor d i na t i n s ~t~dent structure 11'1 e x i s t e nce i n t he We s t ern

Cape. Ideoloa i e alty , it p r edomi na n t l y espoused t he vi ews o f SOYA.

Howe ve r . because t here wa a no o t her c oer-dinatina a t r uc t u r e . many

8chool s wh i eh we re no t s u ppor t i ve o f SOYA, a t i l l worke d with t h e

I SCC. Wh i l e t he i n i t ia l c a l l b y t he I SCC f or a t wo d a y b oyc ott

wa . in p rotest aga i n s t the l~poalt~ on o f t h e State o f Eme r a . no y

and the tra ns f e r o f HI'S Ga lan t , it wa e moot e d by a numbe r o f

peop le fr om Ha rold Cr easy a nd Liv i n lile tone "wi t h a particu lar

•••nda in m1nd - populariaing a nd wi nni ng llu ppc r t f or SOYA... ..

!he y e ny l aeaed that after the t wo day pro t est , the boycot t would

be r e ase• • • • d and .tudent~ wou l d r e t urn t o c l a s ses. In t he

pr ocess . wh i l e i t wou l d de~ns~ra~a solida rity wi t h strussles i n

o t he r parts o f t he co~try . a t t he same time . whe n it ended. t h e

beycott would have enhanced t h e i nfl ue nc e o f SOYA. "But . 1t d i d

no t wo r k out t h a t way . bec aus e onoe the t wo d ays we re ove r . you

ha d a momentum which deve loped . oa r r yins t h e boyc o t t f ur t her ... ..

Thu s , f r om the sta rt a tensic~ e me r sed betwe en the SOYA b l oc who

pushed f or a r e t urn t o cla s s e s . a r su1n s that t he boYcctt s hould

not oe u s e d as a weapon o f st r ussle . and t h e s e a rsui ng tha t 1t

c ou ld not be ended yet . Howeve r . even prio r t o t he boycot t , t he

I SCC was r i dd led With tender.t i~l curre~ts . ~~~ 1 Ie etude~t s i n t he

town~hip ( wh o s~rpcr~e~ CC5A5 ~ ~~~ ~ ~ready been out on boycot t,

the ZSCC d i d net ex tend ~ 1nv1ta~ 10n t o them. In protest . a few

schoo ls f r Om At hlone a nd Eonteheuwel ( wh i c h inc iden~~Y d id not

suppor t SOYA) wa lked ou t o f an I SCC meet1ng . ,.

I n the v e ry f i r st we e k o f the b oye ott , the ISCC had been e c l i psed

by t he fo r~tion 0 : WECSAC. The !o r~at ion o f t h i s body w~s mooted

by te rtiary s t u dent s in a n attempt t o est a bli s h a ~re Con a ress­

o r i ent a t e d s t udent body . Wh i l e t he I SCC d ia int_s r a t e d as a

.• "'I
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resu l t. mos t of t he echoo l s or i ginal l y affi l iated t o it ( auch ae

Har old Cr e Bey. Li~lnaetonel had beco~e a SOYA a r ou ping wi t hin
WECSAC." Thus froln i t s incept i on. WECSAC. even IIlOre t han the
JSCC. was bedev i1ed by ideoloaic al tensions and diviei on .

Although whe n w~CSAC was fo~ed it repr esented 45 tertiary and
.econdary inetitut i ons . and this soon increaeed t o 80 . by

Septe~ber . it h3d degenerated into a bureauc r at ic ahell .
r epr e ae nt ing on ly 6 &Chool• • with . SOYA bia s !' The r e aaone: f or
ita re . ression we r e ll:u l t ipl e .

I n Nlny ws ya w"ECSAC r e ee lllb l ed t he Colllll i t t ee of 81. Structurally .
i t r epl i cated ite cumbe rsome and ine f fectua l s t ructur e. with t wo
r epre s entative a £ r om i ns ti tutions across a wi de geographic a res .

Becaue:e o f t his. meeting r eaul ar l y became pr ob lemat i c . Because of
i t s s t ruc tur e , it not on l y be came bur eauc r a t ic. but it ws s al so

i ne f f ec t ive as a coor d inat i n. s t r uc t ur e. I t c ould not i i ve
di r ect i on and pr a cti cal a seiatance wher e and whe n it wa e needed
t he 1II0st , a t an i ndividua l school l eve l . on a day to day bas is .

It wae t hua un ab l e t o provide any aeelet anc e t o s tudents try i na
t o e s tabl i sh SRC·e . nor cou l d i t assiet thoee echool s which were

un able t o hold awa r ene s s pr oarammes because t hey lacked political
' expe r t i se.' The un even leve l s of deve l opment between achools

with eatabl ished SRC's and thos e wi t hout , or t hoae wh i ch had Just
recently acqu ired t nem, wou ld not have sho~~ any a iins o f
ievelli na out. ~here we e aleo w~~e~~re ed ci1esatisfaction because

tert i a ry student s . who wer e a emaI l ll: inor ity, and we r e puehir.,
f or a return t o claaaee . a ttell:pted t o dominat e the structure and
d iaeus. iona . Thue . ~::CSAC whi l e at tempt ing t o coord i nate the

bo ycot t at a secondary and ter ti ar y r e s i ona l leve l . wa e: not
e f fec tive .

Anothe r illlportant determin~n. factor i n the dec l ine o f WECSAC waa

bec ause o f the i deoloaical r i fts t ha t had eur faeed with in the

or a en i s a t ion . Firat l y . beeauae ~::CSAC wee not affil i ated t o

.. " I" , 1.[ . ;.... i. ~ ' ,·~.!I hll'i!' Ol i I, j ' l h a ;l Stlf" t (u;", ' IIn't h O'l 2! III Ilf lo! Im!110 'l!
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COSAS, the Join t SRC'e did not j oin it f ormal ly . In 'dd i t ion , a~

i n the Commit t e e o f 8 1 , Afri can s t u de n t s fe lt ~argina lised

becaus. no conside r a t ion was g i ven t o problems at t h e i r s c hool s

or the ir ecnc e r -ne in t he p lanni na prooess ,u The t ....o poli t ical

trad itions t hat had t orn the DBAC apar t were also divi ding

~£CSAC . Th is t ime, however, t he div ision was between those ec hoole

o r are a a wh i c h were DOre s uppo r t ive o f the UDF end h'd pushed f o r

a eontinuat ion o f t he boyco t t and t he SOYA bloc . ar~ in, that

2t~~ents s hou l d re t urn t o cla8se2 . I t ~as a t thl e e a rly sta @e

a lread y that the de bate a round education a nd li be r at ion h ad

e~r faced . This has tra n s p ired i nto a t ermino l o , i ea l de bat e

eur r oundina ~hort-term and lona-te rm demand s . Thoee mOre

s~path.t ic to t h e Cona r e s s t rad it ion and t h o se frem the Ath l one

a r.a ha d ar~ed that t h e boycott eo~ ld n ot be c al l ed o f f a e yet .

because none o f the ori a i na l demands had been addre s s ed . The y

ar~ed t h a t i f t he boycot t was ca l l e d o f f et such an e a r l y s t a ge ,

whe n it s ti ll had so much o f pull , s tud e n t organi aation wo~ ld be

se rio~s l y we a kened beca~se they wou l d have ret~rned to cl a s s e s

de feated . Wh il e t he SOYA-a ff i li a t ed bloc h ad ar&ued that the

11f t i na of t he St a t e o f Emeraency wa s a lon~-te rm demand.

st~dents fr om Athlone and o ther a reaa were a r auina that i t wa~ an

i cmediate . shor t -te rm demand . It wa s ero~nd t he i ss~e of

oon tinu i na or e nd i na the boyco tt t hat t e ndenc i e s had be~n t o

eoalesce . One s u c h examp l e ~as the info~&l c au cu s ,rou p that

eoaraed between school s 1n At~~:~e e~d t~~ Je i~~ SRC· s . On t wo

o c c a s i on s . t h i s gro:.lp i ng ha d staaed a w!l l k - ou t ."

As a r e su lt of !ll l these we a kne s s e s and sho r t co mings o f WECSAC.

st~dent. in Athlone dec ided t o fo~ ASAC . ASAC was t he f irs t

l ocal student a c t i on commi t t e e t h a t ~as f e rmed 4 n d a cco rding t o

two o f the student l e a d e r s who ver e involved in its fo~tion ,

bec a use \O!"ECSAC wa s s o
and ·'ne ve r t ook r oo t
COSAS structu r e s i n

fraught wi t h ideological
in a ny signi ficant S~nae

the regi~n (exc~pt

t e neions
and

1n t h e



town~hip~ ] cou l d not s ustain t he b oycott , (we ) dec ided
to s e t u p ASAC as a s top-gap me a s ure to c oor di nate t he
boycott that wa s e x tend ing it sel f week after we e k. " We
decided t o fo r m ASAC a s "it woul d be e a s i e r to work o n
a loc a l level and con f ront the iss ues at t he schoo l . . .
hea d on . Whe re t h e re were no SRC' ~ , o r SRC's t h a t were
we ak, we could a s s i s t. .. , .

Student l e a de rs from Bel gravi a, Sinton and Ry l ands High . who h a d

been in cont act with e a ch ot her t h rough their invo l vement i n

Thor nh i l l an d WECSAC. decided to host a ma s s ra l l y f or schools in

the Athlon e area . Wi t h the a s sistance o f a TRA member , contact

waS e s tabl i s hed with a few s t udents leade rs a t o t h e r schools a nd

thei r school s we re i nvi t e d t o attend t he ra l l y hel d a t t h e Samaj

Centre on the 6t h o f August ." Th e ra l ly. wh i ch could be regarded

a s the lau nch o f ASAC, was a t tended by a b c u t 2000 students. ,. It

wa s a dd r e s sed by s t ud e nt leader s f r om Ryl a nds , Sinton and

Be l grav i a . as we l l as by members o f the UDF and a NUM o r SACOS

pe rson. Student speakers remi nded t h e audi ence that ths boycott

shoul d no t be Vi ewe d in i s olation, bu t a s a facet o f a s i ng le a nd

united str uggl e . As s u ch t he y asked teach e r s a nd parents to p lay

a mOre a c tiv e a nd significa nt role i n guid ing t hem and he l~inA

t h em to achi eve the i r dema nds . I t was also decided that t h e

b oycott a t sch oo ls should cont i nue u n t i l t h e s i t u a t i o n wa s

r e a s sessed . Howeve r , befo r e conside ring r eturn ing to classes, t he

State o f Emergency had t o b e l i ft e d , all po l it ica l o rganisations

ha d to be unba nned and al l po l i t i c a l p r i s oner s r e le ased, a nd Mrs

Gal ant had to be r einst ated u nconditionally at her pr ev i ous

post . "

Before the meeting h ad concluded . s tude n t l eade r s h ad reque sted

f e r a f ew r epre s enta t ive s from e a ch school t o r e main beh ind.

Those r e prese ntatives a gr e e d to establ ish con tact with s t u de n t s

a t s choo l s in At hlone whi c h h a d not a t t e nde d the ra lly, i nviting

" ...,.
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t hem to an ASAC meeting t wo d eye late r. Thereafter . ASAC b6 me t

virtua lly everyday f or the r e st o f the 'boycott ." The lI'l!l.in t a sk

tha t ASAC set its e lf wa s the e~tabl ishment o f SRC' s a n d

al t e r na tive educ a t i on programme~ a t a ll Athlone schools. It wa s

thus an attempt to a ddress t he unevenn e s s o f the boycott a t

d i f ferent schools. wh i ch w~CSAC wa s u nable to do. making s u r e

that schoo l s a c ted in united fash i on . thus c ons o lidating

di ffe rent Athl one schools previousl y i so l a t e d from e a c h o t he r ,

i nt o a ~ingle and cohe r ent f orc e . I t also trie d t o ensure tha t

the structures Bet up a t s chools . as wel l a~ ASAC itself. would

e ndu r e we l l after t h e 'boycott had ended . Drawing lesson~ from t h e

demise o f t he Committee of 81. it ~ a r gue d t h a t the d ivided

r egiona l structure s were bound to collapse. Therefore. although

ASAC wou l d no t i solate itse lf from re~ional deve l opments . it

would r ccce most o f its attent i on loc a l l y."

As ASAC wa e the fir ~t s tuden t action commi t t e e t o be formed . i t

~attracted a number o f schools sur round i n a the Greatar Athl one

a r e a . which were als o di s sst i sfi e d wi t h WECSAC, i n to i ts f ol d .

The~e i ncluded s c hoo l s s uch as Mou nt view a nd Crystal from Ha nover

Pa r k . Cathk i n and Heideveld from Heideve l d . and Arcad ia ,

Bont e heuwel and Modderd am f r om the Bonteheuwel area. It ~d e ve n

inc lude d the teacher training college , Sa ll ie Dav iee . Socn

howeve r, t hese schools ~ conareaa ted a round t he ir own loca l

studen t action coa~ittees. Schoo ls r e maining in ASAC i nc l uded

Eelgr a via, Oaklanda, Groe nvl ei . Garlandale. Rylands High . Ned

Doman , Br idgetown . Athlone . Peakview. St Columbas and Spes

Bona . ~ Each SRC o r student action committ e e a t ~choole sent a

s t i pu lat e d number o f r e pre eentatives ( a e ne r a lly fr om the ir

execu t i ves ) to r ep resent t heir school on ASAC. Thus ASAC a s a

st r ucture, r epre s e n t e d s ch oo l s. not i nd i vidual s. I t al so h a d no

l eadership o r exe cu t i ve , but a t e a c h me et ing a c h a i r per son and

.. l,tmi.. 1.
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lIe<:re t.ary v a .ll chosen on a r o t.a t i ona l ba.sis . " At ita ..... t ing l! .

whi c h t ook p l a c e a lmost. dail y, r epr e a e ntat ive s f r om e a c h .ch~ t

would r e port-bac k on the occu r r e nce e o f t he day , t.he ~ ~~

students , a nd if any p r oble ma v ere e~pe rienced with teacher~

principale , s tudenta , pare nt a and eo fo r t h . The Me e t i ns wouJ i
,sleo a t t e mp t t o work out a un i f ied p r og rll!llllle o f a o tion f or tl,,!!

next day . ASAC tr i ed to r e ma i n deMoc ratic and accountab le , a nd ~s

f a r a .ll possible, Mandate. f r o lll the a t \ldent mass were tak e n ('n

eve r y r e l e vant o r si . n i f ica n t i s sue . "

Secause the ASAC f o rum wa s II r e pre s e nt a t i v e l'I tudent structure &1''"1

e ach a al••a tion wa e c ho ee n by t he ir i n d iv idua l ecb oc L, 1.1,,,,

delegat.e e e rrt , were not froM a Ili na l e ideologica l t e ndency . ( "

s uch , it wou l d b e diffi cu lt t o ascr i b. ASAC a aingle tendentl~ l

or ideo log i cal l il'1e . Howeve r , wh ile i t d i d not h ave • f orm" l

leadership s t r u c t u r e, t here were s o.... "wbo we r e more v oc a l t h "n

o t h e r a . .... As s u ch , those individua l. and thei r i deas h a d IlIO r e " f

an impact than othera . Wh i l e with i n ASAC, t h e r e we r e thoee w]'o

st.:pported o r we r e meMber . of the UDF , a a we l l on e or two wl'D

llu ppor t e d Un i ty Hovement or CAL, the KlO s t decieive a rOupi' ,g

wi t h i n ASAC ( a nd who lat . r became .. hea:emon i o bloc wi t h i n ASA' : j

we r e thoae who became MeMbe r s or suppo r t e r $ of Thornh i ll . " 'Is

suc h , ASAC~propagated the po l i c y o f ·non-a lignme n t . Althou~h

t.he i de o l o g i c a l d i f ference a b e t ween i ndividua ls we r e cer t a in ly

real, s i ven t he <!oll'ophi!i.i!i::"s il l a ced en 1~ple"'el'1ti n. dai l y pr osr&nlle •.
• •

s t r e ngthen i n.ll st\ldent o r.llanisat ion . a a we ll as t he rapid i ty wi '_h

wh i c h ASAC hed t o rellpond to t he conatantly c hanging s itua t io•••
a l l i n t e r v i e wee s c onc \l r red t h at these di f fe rence s were ~ ,t

ove r r i o i ng . EllIphf,s i s wa el p l a ced InOre on buildinll the o r gan 1 a fl. t1 '>n

an~as .uch . t h e r e pre s el'1 t ativ e s ' f i r s t loyalty wa s a lw a ys ~o

p r olllo t e a nd bu i l d ASAC . As on e o f the UDF llIelllbers wi t h i n AS~C

.. it' ,••:.. I .
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ne ver t opple
f o r s oc i a l i sm

argue d ·"t h e differences were no t ove r r i d i n e: and whe r e a a we

concen t r a t e d on buildin e: a uni f i e d o r e:a n i a a t i on and a t r e ne:thenine:

the i~pact o f the boyc o t t . a rea s l i ke 80nt eh euwel wrone:ly t hought

i t !po re h .portant t o s how that they we r e UDF . ··· · I mport-.ttly.

theae diffe r e nc es never fi l t ere d down t o t h e a t ude n t maas . Whe n

they d id pre sent t h ems e l v e s in ASAC, the y nevar went b eyond the

·" pet t y ha.g l ing"" over who ahou ld be invited t o l!lpeak a t mas s

r a l l i e s ." Th is t o o wa s not a problem , as , l i ke Thornhil l , ASAC

was no t a ver a e t o invit ing a pee ke r a fro~ both the Unity Move~nt

and t he UDF , a s l one: a a it was building the or s a n i a a t ion o r unity

on the i a sue a t hand. Whi l e genera l ly pore wupport ive o f t he

ANC,UDF , aa t he boyc ott pros ressed , and a s the Un i t y Move ment

inc r e a e ing ly began t o obj ect t o t h e boycott, ASAC became less

av e r s e to workins more cloae l y with the UDF. Ne verthe le s a, thi s

was not unqual i f i ed a nd many d e l e s a t e e t o ASAC continu ed t o

r e main h osti le t o ' n a t i o na liem ' and c e r t ain ot he r a a peota o f

Cong r e a e politic s ,

~ni le ASAC h ad o pe r a t e d in a pore middle claee are a t han =cst

o the r SAC' s , i t did not mean t hat it had • pore ~iddle c l a s s

we l tan s chau ung . To t he con t r a r y , and unli ke ma ny o f the UDF

suppor t i ns SACa i n wark i ns cla ea areas, ASAC diaplayed a

part i ou l arly s t rons al l e s i a nc e t o working class pol it i e a , the

bu i l d i ng o f the dic tat o rshi p o f the pr o l etari at , and soc i a l iam.

i n fact , thi s eo~it=ent t~ th~ e~ ru£.le o f the warkins clas s

beca=e one o f the k e y de finin g cha r ac t e r ist i ca o f ASAC wh i c h

separ a ted i t f r om t h e UDF a l i aned SAC's . Fr om its i nce ption . the

slogan t hat it a dop t e d wa a ' WORKERS AND STUDENTS KARCH FORWARD TO

LI BERATION,' In di s c u s sion s a nd s pee ches . many o f t he leade rship

in ASAC ~ always e t reeeed the fac t that t h e s tudents s t r u gg l e

wa s not isolate d , but part o f a broa der and s insular s t ruggle f or

SOC i a l ism. The y ~ also a raued t h a t a par t heid wa a a produc t o f

c a p i t a l i s m and a s such ,

Pt h e s tudent a' s t ruggle alone cou l d
a t at., ye t alone lead t h e ~t ruaa le

.. lo W" " I.
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At the e nd o f t he d a y, workers needed t o b e at t h e fore
f r ont o f t he str u g gl e . As such ... e t u dent s had a r ole
to play in building student or ga n i s at ions to support a
b road e r work i ng class programme . ...,

Giv en t he midd le class natu r e of the area , and t he weakness o f

the o r ga n i s e d work ing class i n t he Western Cape in ge ne r a l , o f t e n

t h i s did not t r ane l a te i nto concr ete act ion, Howeve~ while i ts

pos ition o f non- al ignment and its commi t me n t t o s oc i a l i s m d id not

lea d to d i v i sions a t t h e l oc a l e tudent l evel, a nd was

advanta geous because it i n f act e na b l e d peop le with divergent

t endencies t o c ome together, a t the reg i ona l l e ve l i t b«rt led to

' i s o lat i on i s m' , After a mandate was taken at a mass l evel , ASAC

had a g ree d not to f orma lly a f filia t e t o w~CSAC . Ano ther

d i sadv a nt a ge wa s that ASAC's posi tion II1rd also lead t o "s e c t a r ian

r esponses wh i c h had made us reluctant to part i cipate with o t h e r

s t u de nt action c ommit teee i n the reg ion ... one o f t e n f ound

one self isolated from Bonteheuwe l a nd Mitchells Pla in , although

one h ad linkages with the Jo int SRC 's with a s imilar t hink ing

around. i ceee ct: ecc re Hem. ..,. in t urn, bec aus e ASAC waB in n o­

pe r s on s - l a nd , it bad r e c e i ved fla¢k fr om both t e nde ncial

cu r ren ts . Although it shar e d Borne ideas of s oc ia l i s m wi th t he

NUM , becaus e NUM r e Jeoted t he cont inua t ion o f the ooycot t i t was

ofte n i n confl ic t wi t h i t, e spec i a l ly whe n t he boycott had

intensified . From the UDF point o f vi ew, becaus e ASAC d i d no t

p l edge an u nc ond i t i ona l suppor t t o i ts ideas, i t h a d r e a c ted ~o

ASAC wi th some host i l ity. For example, at a CAYCO me e ting held

l a t e r in the year (to wh i ch ASAC h ad been f o r mally i nvited) , wh e n

t he ASAC de l e gat e attempted to partake i n the d i s cussion , he wa e

t old t o " s hu t - u p , beca u s e you are from ASAC. .4' At ot h e r t imes

becaus e ASAC wa e n on - a l igne d , a nd t h e othe r o r gan i s a t i on s did not

know guite "wh a t k ind of polit i cal a nimal ASAC wa s , i t was

slande red a nd wooed s i multa neoue ly , by both t endenc i e s . .... in

" " "
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r eque llted it .

aeneral however, it wes
worki ng e l l i ance wi t h it
it dir ec t ion whe n it ~

on l y

~.

Thornhill that had fo~ed a close
h.d assist ed it practically , givins

De apite i t a relative i solat i on , bo th Jordi and Weber have arQUed

t hat ASAC vee t he ~st i nf luentia l and dire ct i on aiv i na SAC. " I t
became a popular f or ce amonaat At hl one s tudenta through v i r tue of

i t s ar ass r ootll work at achoo l ll when it conf ronted the iesuea that
s t udents face d da i l y. I t aleo be came a v iei bl e pre s ence in
Athl one ae a r e ault of the numeroua pre s s s t atement s and

pamphlets that i t relealled . ASAC ~produced the moet media in
compar i son t o a ll other SAC ' a. even t he r eg i on al bodiee lIuch 11 11

WECSAC and thll I SCC . In addit i on t o tholle pr inted at schoole by
SRC "s f or ASAC, from the 5t h of AUQUst, unt il t he 12th of March
1956. ASAC ~ printed 15 d iffe r ent P4l'>phlets . t ota lling 135000
copi ell , a t a cos t of R3390 , whereas WECSACII ' t otal bill f or the

entire rell:lon onl y amount ed to R1200 ! " While the IIIIIdla that ASAC
publi ehed wae drawn UP exclus i vel y by etudent a. It wae a l so more
di rection- ,ivin, t han the f ew publi shed by mos t ot her SAC"s . ' ·

:6ecauee ASAC P«tf pub l i s hed vas t amounts of IIlIIdia, i t bad lipr e ad
ASAC'a t hought to t hou sands of studente .

.. ....... E. " III f 1'4; I" j; , I . ,"i.
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3 ) Initial Or gani15a tion and Prob l ell1l5 Enc ount ered a t At hlone

scecore

Given t h e f a c t t hat s ome ec hools had well estab l i shed SRC' B pr i or

t o t he boycott . wh e r e a e othe r B h a d weaker one e. or no form o f

s tudent govern ance at al l , t he boycott wa s bound t o be a

differentiated expe r ienc e at indiv idual s c hoo I e .

At Ee lgr av i a a nd Sint on . bec auee t h e ir SRC 's had b e en party t o

t h e I SOC meet inge , t a ken r eport-backs t o t heir e ch oo l B, e mbarke d

on a mobil ising c ampa i gn and t hen t a ke n a v ote, wh i oh wa e i n

f a vour o f boycot t i ng. t he y had b e e n well prepared f or the launch

of the boyc ot t. Thei r progr a mme o f aot i on . whi c h inc l uded

awarene ss p rogr ammes . had also been worked ou t i n advance. At

bot h t h e s e schoo ls . t he ris id author i t y s t r uctur e t h a t h ad

exist ed pr i or t o the boycott had b ee n almoe t totally subverted

once t h e b oycot t had be gun . Al t h ough Sinton SRC had the s upport

o f a large eect i on o f its r elat ive l y you ng a n d progre s s i ve

t each ing staff . a t Be l grav ia t here was a muc h olde r cor e of

coneervative teachere wh o did not euppor t t h e boycott , It wa s not

ev e n t h e caee t hat t e a c here had been eplit wi t h r e ga r ds to t h e

boycott. and a part f rom one o r t wo t each e r s , " t h e r e v a e Virtual

una.n imity of not supporting the b oycott . .... Many of t hese

t e achere ~ t ried t o man ipu lat e a nd d isc ourage s tudentB in a n

a ttempt to thwa r t the b oycot t . ~everthe less, eve~ a t Ee ! grav l a ,

the SRC , " had t ake n control o f e ve rything a t the school ,

i ncluding the ec hc c I be ll . t h e notorious bell. ,, '" I n the fi rst

week o f the boycott s t udent s at bo th the s e eohool s had voted

ove rwhe lmingly i n f avour o f s c rappi ng the p r efec t s yetem a nd

cc rporal puni ehme nt . I n a very diplomat i c way, s tudents had

cal l ed on prefects t o r esign a nd h a nd in t h e i r b s dge s , wh i ch the

VBSt ma.j or i t y wi llingly did. The s choo l administ r a tione a t both

schoo ls had a lso a gre ed t o the abolit ion o f corporal punishment .

St uden ts had a r gued t hat t hey d id no t ne ed supervi sion o r brut a l

pun i shment be c e uee t he y "were not s heep t ha t needed t o b e he rde d

• • :1;1,
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around . '-" The leve l o f o r lla n i s a tion at the s e

however not llenerally a pp lica b le t o othar s chools

a rea .

-.. choole we-re
in the Athlone

Althoullh Spe s Bona had a we l l established SRC, tho.e e lected on to

t he SRC Wer.. only intera .ted in further1nll t ha1 r aca de1ll1c

c a r ea re and. not 1n any soc i al i . auea . ' 4 ' Thu s aoon aftar tha

boycot t had besun. thoa a on the execut iva had. i ndicatad. that t hey

_re not interested i n boyc o t tinll . A llro uP of "c oncerned

s t udents ; who claime d t o r epresent t he broader lI\&SS o f s t udents ,

had approached them to either playa more active r ole or r e e illn .

They choee t h.. l at t er and t ha concarned . tudent. wera temporari l y

a l e c t ed to r epre s e n t atudenta . Howeve r. the principal . who wae

the v i c e-chai r per.cn o f the CTPA . refused to r e c ognIse t he

a u t hor i t y of t hia body. He ~ a lao tried to intilllidate s t uden t e

back t o clas eea , t h r a a t en i nll t o c a l l in t he ir parenta . ·· Af t ar

e tudants had. dia Mlpted t he IfChool , t ha pr inc I pal b«tf c l o...d the

achool f roll the 12th c f Ausuat unt U t he 16t h . " Thi s howev e r d id

no t .tifle t he boycott a t Spes Bona and the atude nta ~ manalled

to embar k en a full -ecal.. boycot t.

At Rylanda Hillh . althouah~ a s tudent body ex isted . i t waa

t i llh t ly c ontrol led by the achoo l adminiatr at i o n . Eve n t houllh

mell\ba r e o f t ha a t ude n t bcdy at t ended I SCC lI\e et inlle a=

inciiv i d uals. bec au se of the a~thcr l te~l.n n atUre o f t he IIchool .

t he y were not allowed t o public ly diac us . t !:. proa pact o f

boycottin. . As a result. these i nd i v i duals were f o r ced i nto

··u s i n ll certain f orllLB o f t erro r i ...... .... Two o f t he leade ra o f t he

etudent body ~ consequently in i t iat e d a p l anned d isruption o f

the ach ool .

•• " '1. I I.. I, l llm , I .
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"The t wo o f us . Quite bureaueratically we n t i n a nd
bo~barded the s chool . We Just t ook i t by the scruff o f
i ts neck g ot a coup l e o f peopl e to 80 a round .
d i srupt the c l a s s e s and bring eve r ybod y to an assembly .
St ude nts d id no t know wh a t wa s h a p pening _ We t ook i t
upon ourse lves t o s a y t ha t t he s tudent body wa . a l r e a dy
part y to t he pr08r~ o f a c tion . Had we t o ld .tudente
tha t we must s t i ll d e c ide. beca u se o f t h s na i v.t y o f
many o f t he s tudent s. we wou l dn" t go f o rward _ We needed
t o take t h e init iat i ve. aayb. e ven lie . So it was Ju.t
t his Der r y g roup o f armed band i ts who d i s rupt.d the
.chool a nd gave t he messaga . '. ,

Ne v.rth.l••• • t h is i nitia tive wa. well rec eived b y e t u dents . e ven

though the y were not sur e e xactly what wae happen i ns . The Rylands

lead. rsh i p ha d j u s t i fi e d their action by po i nt ing to the f a c t

t hat they had no o ther a lternat i v., as t h e re wa s no o t h e r way o f

satherin g s tudents t o ge t her. Al t hough t h e principa l and a number

o f s e nio r sta f f members t ried t o f o r c e s tudent. ba c k t o c l ass

phys i cally . wi t h the r e s u l t tha t a f ew heated e xch a nge e t o ok

place. s t udent s did not r e t a liate phys i ca ll y . Howe ve r the Ryl a nds

a dminist r a t ion was "s e r ious l y s u r p r i sed ... f or the~ it wa e t oo

f ar- f etched t o see t h a t those s wee t Rylancis ' Ind i an' s tudents

c ould be c ome thie r owdy mob. .. . . Af te r the mass h a d gathered a nd

s t u de n t l ••de r s had expla i ned what had happened . and wh a t wa s

happen i n g at o t her schoo ls. s tudents were infor med a bout the

prog r amme o f act icn ~~d awa r eness p rOl ramme that was wor ked o u t .

A eele.ation wa s chosen t o inform the princ i pal about what wa s

happening and what was r e Qu ire d o f him . Whi le II. h. a t . d exchange

t ook p l a c e in h ie o f fice . wi t h him t hreate n i ng t o call in thei r

parents . student s d id no t back down . However be fo re the student

leaders c ould r eturn to the maee. they h a d been dismiseed ,

At the a . e e mbly t he next day , a fte r the principal had spoken,,-\to _
student l e a ders had tak e n ove r and tol d students to r e mai n

behind . Al t hou gh the pr i nc ipa l t ried t o di s per s e them . t h e y ~

ignored him . Frcm tha t point onwa r d s . unti l the boycot t h a d e nd e d

t he f ollowing ye a r . Ryland. Hi a h ~ p~rt lc ipat~d f ul l y in t h e
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boycott . Immediate ly. it was decide d that cor pora l puni shment a nd

t he pre fect system s hould be a bo l ished. St udents he~al so a g r e e d

t ha t the s t ud e nt body had t o be reconst ituted along more

democ r a t ic lines a nd a s s uch an SRC was e l ected . Through

par tic ipation in t he boyc o t t . Ry l a nda ha d bro ken wi th i t s

sepa r a te I ndian identi t y and had instead identi fied them~e lves as

part o f t he op pr e s s e d community . Although Rylande had begun t he

bo ycot t wi t h c n l y an admi n i a t ration-control led s t ude n t body . b y

t he e nd o f 1985 i t had eme rged wi t h one o f t he st r ongest and mos t

wa ll- support ed SRCJ i n Athlone . The l eadership a t Ryl a nds not o n l y

pla ye d a key r ole a t t he s chool . but t hey als o played ons in the

f ormat i on o f ASAC.

At o t he r achoo ls without a pr i o r h ist ory o f student o r ganisation .

o r ganis i ng proved far DOre diffi cult . At Garlanda le and

Groe nv l e i. o n l y after int ervention by ASAC and proaressive

t eachere a t the s c hoo l . wa s a ~tudent action co~ittee fo~d."

Schools that were particularly prob l e mat i c were Bridgetown .

At h l one Hish. Ne d Doman . St. Co l umbas and Peakv iew . Peakv iew was

i n a part i c u lar ly weak pos ition as t he i r most sen i o r students

were those in s t a nd a r d 7 . Although t he r e were a few i n t e r est ed

e t ude nt s . no r epre sentat i ve commi t t e e wa s e ve r establ i shed . Apart

from t he few disrupt i o ns t hat t ook place by s t udent s from othe r

achool s , no

Neve r the l ess ,

awareness c l asses o r pr Oir&mme s were he ld .

a c o r e .ro~~ o f st~der.~a f r om Fe akv i e w still

part i ci pat ed i n ASAC. At St Colu mbas . a l t hough an SRC wa e f ormed

e a rly i n t he boycot t. it was not ab l e t o e mba r k o n a f u ll- s cal e

boycot t . While now a nd then s t udent s wou l d att e nd r a l lie s a t

o ther schools o r awarenes s programme s a t the ir own schoo l . t here

was no continuing a wa r e ne es programme s or ot he r a c t i v it iea at St .

Columbas. I n part. this wa s due t o a cons e rvative a nd

a uthoritar ian pr inc ipal. as we l l as the fa c t that i t was a s e mi ­

pri vate s c ho o l . Th is was compounde d by t he r o le t hat parent e
~

p layed . Bec ause they b-ad paye d s choo l f ees . the y A." be eB mor e

vocally o ppoaed t o the boyco t t t han a t o the r schoo l s. wb i l e

nor=a l school i ng occu r r e d moat o f t he time . e tudents he ld

7 3



awareness programmes afte r s choo l. " Ned Doman, Athlone and
Bridgetown howeve r prove d to be the most problematic in terms of

or gan i s a t i on . At all these schoo ls , a l t hough there were no

s t udent s t r uct ur e s. there was a s i gnif icant ly l a r ge support-bass
f or the boycott . However, at each of these schoo ls . the

pr i ncipals wer e staunch Labour Party supporters and ~ used

every means available . including the police, to prevent the
boycott taking place at their ecncc i e."

At t he beginning of t he boyc ot t an ' act ion committee' or

disr upt ion squad known as the 'A -Team ' emerged . The f ormation of

this body of i nd i vidua l s was however f airly spontaneous. At an

ASAC ra l ly he ld at the Samaj Centre . a student from Athlone High

~ claimsd that the pr incipal had he ld studentlf'leaders at the

school hostage in his o ffice in an a ttempt to intimidate them. It

was a lso a lleaed that he had handed their names to the police.

The meeting decided to march down to At h l one Hi gh i n se a r ch of

the principal to demand that he allow student s the freedom to

or gani s e . While the principal had fled the s chool , s ome of the
students ~wrecked the s taf f ~oom. In the f irst week or t wo of

t he boycott . t he A-Te am , a«d d i srupted schools such as St.

Columbes . Ned Doman . Bridgetown and At hl one High, a t the request

c f s tudent s f r om those schools . While t h i s was i ni ti a ll y condoned

by hSAC. because i t was not des igned t o int i midat e student s int o
boycottin~ , b~t an a ttempt t o a l l ow s tudents t o or gani s e a t thei r

s chool s , thi s aroup i ng d id no t l a s t long. Wh i l e t here wer e

r eservat i ons initially about s uch aot i v i t y , thi s reservation wa s

~e inforced by Tho r nh il l members who pointed ou t that "t ha t was

no t t he way to conduct s t r uggl e . .•• Thereafter, ASAC ~ i ns t ea d

dec ided to send de legat i ons of lea de rship from t he i r s chools . in

an a ttempt to persuade pr incipa l s t o a llow SRC ' s and eo f orth. I f

he did no t a gr ee. t he se delegates wou l d have to attempt to br i ng

s tudente ou t to an ass emb l y and explain how an SRC funct ioned and

•• I,to";,, I,
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what was ha ppe n i n l a t o t he r schools . ASAC wou l d al so dele ga t e

c e r ta i n schoo ls t o work with c o r e g r oups o f s tude nts from the s e

s chools . The se unoraan ised schoo ls were al s o i nvi ted t o attend~

t he or ga n i s e d a c t iv it ies at the o rganised s c hoole . I t was in t h i s

way. r ather than thr ough f o r c e . t hat ASAC ~ manaled t o

e s tabl ish f u nc t i on i ng s tudent s tructures at Ned Doman . Athl one

and Bridg e town .

An i~po rt.nt f e a t urs t o nots howe ve r is t hat even when the re we r e

established SRC's, sup por t f or ~ wa. not always a bso l ute .

Al though b y fa~~ the maj orit y o f students supported t he boycot t ,

t he ir a ccep t a nc e o f t he boycott was far from unive rsal . Thos e

that op pos e d the boyc ott and wa nt e d t o att end clasee e were

howeve r not a si gn i f i cant f o r c e a nd ge ne r all y jus t s t a ye d at

hOllle . ..



. 1 St u de n t Actlvi tie s

In the 19 80 boyc o tt, aware ne ss proa rammes or ' a l t e r n a t l v e

educatlon ' had become a deflnina fea ture o f s tudent activity .

DTawing o n that t r ad l tion , when the boy cott wa s l aunche d , student

structure. had epecifically c a l l . d o n a tudents t o impleme nt

awareness proarammes and no t e t.yaways . Ev e n thouah students

a t i l l came t o e chool , the entire echoo l r outine h a d been

,ubvert ed. In an a t tempt t o s how t hat s tude nts had broke n away

from the ria i d a uthori t a rian natu re o f t h e e ehool e yetem,

etudents wou l d come to school a t about 8 :30 a s oppoeed to 8 am . "

Firat , atudent s wou l d a t tend an aseembly , addre e e ed by t he SRC

where a r e por t - ba c k o f the ASAC meetina held the previoue day , as

wel l aa developments a t o t h e r At h l on e ach ools or siani f icant

e vents f rom o t h e r a r eas , would be c onveyed , Dependina on the

p roaramme o f action worked ou t the previ ous day , student. would

ei t her attend awareneas p roarammea at the schoo l o r leave f or a

ral ly a t another sch oo l. The ee two act iv i t i e s we re the

predominant way i n which t he boycot t was conduc t e d at t hat e tage .

Both t h e e e a ctivities could however be brac k e ted u nd e r t h e

c a t e a o r y o f 'educa tio n ', ss o ppes e d t o a atayaway, wh i c h ia a

more symbol i c f orm o f protest .

~
The awarenes s p roa r amme s were o f immense importance a.~~ cor e

l ay a d eeper l e v e l o f thought en the per t of the student

leade r a h i p . Th e impl ementation o f awa r e n e s s proarammes muet be

e e e n aa an indictme nt agai nst an e d ucat icn a ystsm wh i c h wa s

irrelevant and de based , and it wa. thus part o f t h e b roader

dema nd f o r peopl~ e duca t i on . At the s t a r t o f the boycott

h oweve r , di s c us.lo ns i n c l a s ae s c e n t r e d mainly a round why

s tudent a we r e boycot t i n g , the s i a n i f i c a n c e o f the demande that

students were ~ina , the s t rugi l e s takin g place i n othe r areas ,

both locally and t hoae thoueanda of kilometres awa y . It wae aleo

an i mpor t ant f o rum in wh l c h, a f t e r a d iscussion, an inf ormed

mandate cou l d be t a ken. " I t wa a no t e imply telllna student . t h a t

" "11.

7.



thi ~ i ~ the r e eue and i t must be v oted on . .... At Be lgravia f or

e~ample . wh e n t he vote wa e taken t o dec ide wh e t her o r not ASAC

ehoul d a f fi liat e f ormal ly t o WECSAC . two stude nt leaders. wi t h

oppos i ng vie ws on aff iliat ion went a round t o eac h a wa r e n e s s cla s s

g i v ing the ir re spective points of v iew, befor e the mandate wa s

taken:"

As the boycott p rog r esse d h owever. these discus s i on s i nclu de d

more theoretical issues auch a s t he ideolo~lcal l ineage s . t h e

Fre e dom Charter, the h idden c u r riculum. the r o le of the media and

o t h e r " thi ngs u sual l y o n l y f ir l5t l earnt i n a sociology 101

course . ." , Conduct ing eweee n e e e pr0ii:ramme s there f ore reqU i red

res ource e . Student lea dere a l s o had t o be theoret i c a l ly and

po l itical l y e qui pp e d enough to con duct a nd l ead d i scus sione.

Given t he vast ly d i ffe rent l evels o f o r ganisa tiona l 1\ (as

e luc idated in t h e previou s s e c tion) their s uccess obviou sly

vaci l lated marked ly . I n a dd i tion , Weber h a s a rgued that at the

s c ho o l on whic h h i e re search was f ocu e ed (Cr est way) . o f ten the

awa r e ness programmes were i neffe c t ua l ae the y l acked dep th a nd

they we r e conducte d problematica lly. He t herefore argues t hat

their suocess i n t erms of deve l oping 'consc iousne ss,' ahould no t

be e x a g ge r a t e d . " Student l eaders f rom Ath i one howeve r , a rgue d

t h a t t he awarenea s programmes (at At h l one schools at l e ast) were

" e x t r e me l y s uccessful . because we wer e l earning about t h i ng s and

events that we wou l d nct ~s~a l ly h a ve l e a r n t abou ~ - y ou don' t

l e a r n about section 29 o r d eath-squads. t h e ANC c r UDF on T. V. o r

i n t he news pa pers . ·.. Perhaps Webexls' indictment i s too hars h .

but neverthele s s , g iven t he enigma of t rying to r e s earc h how t he

programmes were internali s ed by I5 t u den t s . I wi l l inst e a d b r i e f l y

d e l i n e a te what s tudent K leade r s were a ttempting to achieve in

t he i r programmes. It is a l s o possibl e t o adopt a middle-of-the-

.. l,tI"i" •.
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r oa d a ppr o ach, whi ch argues t hat wh i l e a wa r e ne ss programmes were

prob lematic and i neffectual s omet ime s, at o the r t imes they d id

man age t o devel op con sc ious n e s s. Amongst o the r things, what

s tudent l e a de r s i n ASAC h a d t r i e d t o do was

,·t r a n s fo r lll the k ind o f bas ga ge that (st udents] a r r i v e d
with .. • t o trane f orlll t hat and t o acce p t a who le lot of
t hing s a b out the working c lass . .. a nd how we s hould
support t h e m but it wa s n ' t str ic tly p o l i t i cal
educ at i on . I t wa s en larg i ng the horizon e o f
knowl e dge ····

Discussion s a l s o f ocus ed lar ge l y e n i s s ue s i n educat i on a nd h ow

t he s e we r e r e lated t o t he b r oade r s t rugg l e. I t wa s i mpr e s s e d upon

s t ude n t s t h at t hey f o rme d part of t hat working c las s stru gg l e an d

t hat i t i s only t he migh t o f t he organised work i n g clas s t hat

could c h a n ge t h e sta tus quo . As suc h , it wa s argued t h a t t h e

boycot t wa s not go i ng t o do t hat . Student s ~also discu s s e d t he

e duc a t i on sy l labus a nd how i t pushed s t uden ts on to t he c heap

labou r marke t . In add i t i o n, wh i l e s t u den t l e a de r s have o f ten made

r e f e r e n c e s t c t h e distortions in t h e h i s t o r y s yll abus , the y al eo

"me de r e f erences t o t he wa y bio l o gy Wa B t a ugh t • .• this
k ind o f a b s t r a c t e d k nowledge fr om what wa s happening i n
t h e commu nity . In b i o log y we a r e t aught about di seas~

etc, Yet it n e ve r i mpacts o n cur community . ....

In t h e c l a s s -'Idisc use i ons , i t ~"." __~b•••••"•• ma de clea r t hat s t u d e n t s

r e j e c t ed the i deo l o g i z e d s ystem of gutter e du c a t i on a nd its

r elat ion to the labou r ma rke t , and nct educat~on per ~e . Whi l e

students ~ wa nts d t h e same f a c i l i tie s as the s e i n whi t e

schools , they d id not want t he same e du cat i o n "ss i t wa s equa lly

gutt e r .v-'

Students mra also tri e d t.o e ngender • sense of s o l idar i t y = d ch.
impc r t ant s loga n, " e,n injury t c one, 1. .n injury t o all' w••

di3cussed i n d ept h .., Song s were a lso par t i c u l a r l y important .nd

we r e use d i n an a t t empt to create • s e n s e o f s olidarit y . a w. s

.. il,/ •
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als O an activity which s t udent s enj oyed . Some s chools even s ans

the SOYA sonS, ' St udent s o f Young Azania ', not because t hey
",a.nt ed t o promote the ideology of SOYA. "but ceceuee it WaD II
f orm of c r ea tinll a sense of solidarity , .. . . St udent s lled""" e l ec

lear nt t o s i ns eonss in Afric an lanauaglls , Thi e , s t udent lea de rs
.r~ed , was an illPOrtant p,art of building non- r ac i a l i s lll . · ·

Stude nts were a lso tausht the National Anthem. However. s i ng ins

se~ge 1n an African dia l ect was not mea n ing l es s as students were

t aullht t he mean i ngs fi r s t ," A f e_ Jo int awa~eness progr~s on--an exchanlle-a tude nt basi s ~ als c held with etudent s from the

J oint SRC s choo ls . The sons ' that ha d the moet i mp,act was

howeve r t he - t oyi - toyi ' . It not onl y promot ed the ANC i n a ve r y

effect ive way , but e i ng i ng about t he armed s t rus s Ie aleo c r e a t ed

a very r ea l c u l ture of resistanc e .

Apa r t from ' a t ruSlll e- s ons s ' , other c r e a t i ve method s , such as

plays. poe t r y . as 10115 11 a s conme rc i a l music , were used to make the

awareness programme s more exc it i ns , t hereby c aptur ing s tudents '

a ttent ion . At 6elgrav i a f or example . s tude nts bed analyzed Pink
Floyd' s sona , -The Wall ' (wh i ch had become f amou s in t he 1980

bo ycot t bec ause o f i t s lyrics - /"'e don 't need no e duca t ion . we

don 't ne e d no t hou ght contr ol ' ) , Af ter that . s t udent s bed

c r it i qued t he 1980 stud ents ' i nt e r pr etat i on o f it ," At IlItI.ny

schools . each awa reness c l aes WQu ld c reate t heir own pl ay on II.

s pecific i s s ue 6nd t~e ~et te r ~l ~;: wou l d be per f or med f or the

s tude nt mass . An attempt wae als o made to t r y and bridge the sap

bet wee n t he s chool and t he communi t y in a r e al way. During t he

consume r boycot t , f or exampl e , Be l grav i a s t Udents bad chose w

t ar ge t ar e as and went out i nt o t he communit i e s i n an attempt t o

extend t he awa rene ss Pr Oliramrnes beyond the s chool , "

•• it l, ..;.. l ,
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AlthOuah ra l lie a for~d part o f the education proar~a. their

s i gn i f i cance liea more in their viaibility . mobilisina powera and
t he ··e t moaphe r e which prevailed and t he emotione they evoked . H"
Compared to the l ow prof ile ewereneas programmes. ralliea we r e

the pub lic and visible a i gns that schoo I e we r e out on boycott .

Apart from the content of the rally i t s elf . which~ used t o
popularise t he boyco t t demands . ra l l ies wer e ueed ae a ~ane o f

a t t r acting publ i city and visib i l i t y . ASAC ral l ies were held a t

t he most vi s ib l e echcc j e , "ee t hat we cou l d have a preeenc e i n
the are a . ..•• Theee i nter- school rallies hed the effect o f

engendering conc r e t e s igne of uni t y between students from

different s chools and areas and ~ ~al lowed t hos e echoole

wh i ch did no t ha ve sus t a inab l e stUdent structures t o eee whet was

happenins in o t he r s choo ls ··and not be dieillusioned because of

t heir i nab i li t ies t o bu i l d SRC ' s at their own s choo ls . ·.. Ral l i e s

had t he added attraction o f drawina larae c rowde throuah the uee

of hi ah- prof i l e apeakere. The pla t f o rms a t r a l l i e e were eleo

i mportant f or making public announcements auch ae t he deoi e ion to

launch the consumer boyc ott or et age t he Po l lemoor Mar ch.

From t he eecond week o f AUKUst . unti l the f i r e t week o f

Se ptember . s tudente a t At h l one schoo l s att ended many l a r ae
rea i onal and l oca l s t udent ra lliee . wi t h c r owds avera ging be t ween

t wo a nd three t housand ." Dur i na tni e peri od. liMe hel d r a l l i e e

a t Spes Eona . Rylands . Cak l ands . Ger lancal e . Belar ~via , and

Sint on : ' I n ac cor dance "dth ASAC ' s s pi r i t o f non- al i gnment.
epeake r e f r om bot h the UDF and t he Uni t y Hovement were i nvited .

Ra ll ies

cont i nua t ion

.. 1.1" , E••, CI t ,I,'.
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.obili8 ing ch~racter o f t he ral l ies wh i ch ensur ed that t he

boycott cont i nued , but r a t her the brut~l w~y i n wh i ch POlice b.d

int ervened . J ust a s the8e s tudent r~l l i es ~ttr~cted multitude. o f

atudents . !l h~d ~lso ~ttr~cted the at t ent i on o f the police . In

co~par i son to the awarene ss prOl r emme8 a t i nd i v idua l 8choo la .

wher e po l ice did not genera l ly i nterve ne , r a l l i e s. wh i ch we r e
r e, ar ded aa 'illegal aatherinas ', ~ were dispersed . Al t hou gh

r a ll i e . in t he Athlone are~ . at this atage , wer e not dispers ed

wi t h as much f orce as had been done in ~re as l i ke Hitchell s PI~in

and the t ownsh i ps , 11 ~ nev.rtheleaa f ue l l e d ~i l itancy and

r e sentment . Towards t he end of t h is per iod , police diape rsal of
~.ra l 1¥ wa s t he ru l e r ather t han the axception . Despi te t ha t. ASAC

cont i nued t o ho ld r al lie s becauae t hey r epre ee nted t he right to

protest in the open and t o ··. naage in phya ical c on f r ontation i n

de fe nce of t hat r i aht . ·... At t he mas s- level . t he IIlOlDentUlll o f the
boycot t wa s s ust a i ned and enhanced l ar ge l y t hrough an i nd i gnat i on

againat what t he atate . via the pol ice , ware doina . ASAC wa.

faced wi t h the daunt ing task of attempting t o ch~nne l blind

mil itanc y , r ed i r e cti ng i t and , i v ing it a concrete poli tical

contant . Befor . the 28 th o f Augus~ however , the ep i centre of

police v iolence and . t reet v iolence had been r estr ict ed t o a re as

such as Hitche lls Plain and the townships , with events in Athlone

r ama ini ng l a r aely pe r i pheral . Two evant • • tha Pollemoor Harch on

the 28th of Augus t ~nd t he ' Bur i a l of Ap~rtheld Rally ' on the 4th

of Sap~emoer . 8erved t o cha~• • th~t .

At a a t ude nt r al l y held at t he S&maJ Cent r e on the 22nd of
August , UDF patron Alan Boesak announced that "i n a f ew days we

will do s ome t h i ng that wi ll t urn thi s count r y on i t s he ad ... .. He

was r efe rr i na t o a march t o Pol l smoor . on t he 28t h of August t o

demand t he r e l e a . e of Nel eon Hande l a . Despite warn i na s from t ha

Hinister o f Law and Or der , Loui s Ie Gr ana e , that t he march was
il1eaal and that t he pol i ce would t ake "s t e r n ac tion " aga inst the

•• 11:1. ,:1111 , 1111 i. d ol,j "I Itli", 111"" '1 1111 Ii. " I • 1101 l ,h .,.,to Io" h .. " Iff " 111 I" ~1I 1' 1..
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marchers , t he oraanieers o f the march had agreed t o p r oceed .

because of the wi des prea d Ilu pport f or the march . ·' I n the two

days prec eding t h e march, troops ( i nc l u d i n g the navy) from

outs i de the Pen inaula were brought in . ·' On the 27th, le Grange

had al s o de cla r e d COSAS an illegal or g an i s a tion ( e f f e c tiv e on the

28t h - the first bann ing e i nc e that of SASO and 17 ot h e re in

1977) ! ' Although police ~ a r rested Boesak a n d other o r ganise rs

o f the march , it wa s not c a l l ed off . Instead, it had been d ecided

that the march wou ld be le a d by p r i ests , nuns, i mams and o t h e r

r e l igious people, in a n a t tempt t o o f fe r the ma r chers some

protection aga inllt police v iolence.

Athl one St a d i um, the venue from where the march wa s t o beg in , had

been sealed off s ince the early h ours o f the 28th, in one of the

"b i gg e s t secur ity operat ionll see n in Cape Town f o r many years ­

pol ice a n d soldiers l ined Klip f ontein Road from central Athlone

to Vanguard Drive. .... Po l ice had a lso completely eealed o f f the

African townships . Undaunted by the large security fo r c e

p r ese nce , 300 aspirant mar chers had ga the r e d outside the At hlone

Stad i um. Al t h ough these marche r s were d isper s ed by baton-wie ld ing

me mbe rs o f the s ecurity fo r ces , t hey had regrouped a nd h a d

cong r e g a ted a t He wa t Tra ining College , which wa e i ni tially

des i gnated a s a fi r s t a id s t a tion . By midday , after holding a

d i ecus s i on on wh e t he r o r not to proce e d wi t h the marc h , the ercwd~

whlch had grow• • to ove r 4 000, ~overwhe lmi ngly a greed t hat the

marc h proc eed , despite the i mplici t danger , "becaus e the

r ev o lution a oes fo rwa r d o n t h e b l ood o f ita martyrs ·..•

• • t m 'i m llltl15.
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The c rowd . makin g ite way t oward8 the H5 Hiahwa y , t o Po llemoor ,

wa . e top ped 8 t the f oo t o f Kromboom Roed Br idae . by t h e eecuri t y

forc e s wh o we r e g i ven the i nstruction t o " lIla a k s k oon. " Thos e in

f r ont, especially the c l e r a y , were bruta l l y assaulted wi t h qu i rts

and batons , whi le the r ••t o f the c r owd Was d ispersed wi t h

t aaraas . Twe n t y - t wo melllbere o f the c l e r gy were a rrested . Lar a e

8ection. o f the c rowd had r etrea t e d t o Hewat, whe r e they beaan

a t on i na police care a nd Calls pirll . · · Th s are a sur r ound ina Hewat ,

._peciall y Thor nto n a nd Belgravia Road$. b«'e"" wi t ne s s e d pitched

battles wi t h many a ttacke and counte r -attacks takina place

~tween the p r otesters and sec urity f orces . Only after 5pm , did

s oms s e mb l a nce o f normality r e t u r n t o the area . In ths c ou r s e o f

t hat dav , t hs s ecurity f orces had ki l l ed 12 and arrssted 2 4 , i n

t he We stern Cape. " The b r utality o f pol ice action however only

served to f u rther r ank l e an a lready vexed c ommun i t y. Burning

bar r i cadae e r e c t e d by y ou t h, wi t h the occ asional assistance o f

adulte,appea red da ily in Athlone and o t he r areas . " In the wa k e

o f con t i nui ng s t reet battles , b s tws en ths 28 t h o f AUau8t and the

4th o f Sep tember 28 peopl e~een k i l l e d, 200 s e riou81y inJured

a nd 235 a r r e ste d on c h a r ge 8 like pub l i c v iolence and arson ."

Durina this period o f he ightened a nd open confl ict • • 11 eecondary

s c hoo ls in ths At h l o ns area . eve n schools like Ne d Dollla n a nd St .

Co l umb a s . wh i c h were t h e weakee t in terms o f o raa nis a t i o n , had

bea n a i . l ocat e d by the hoycct t . ~. St . Columb a s interv iewee~

explained what had happena d a t hi . sch oo l.

"Whe n t hinge "'tarted blowing up he r e . eve r y t h ing was
happenina a round us . . • wh i l e o t he r s t ud e n t a were on
the mar ch and were moving we we r e Just s i t t i n . here as
normal, and that 'e not righ t , because we c ame from the
co~ity . That ' . whe n we aot r e stl e e s a nd we . a i d yes,
and aft er d e c i dina lUlOnas t ou r s e l ve s we c ame ou t. " -

... 'm!n hl'lUllllllt I, I' ttto l" Ill l, Stl lil! [hh lO.
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Al thOU~h the viol ence had become a pos i t ive f eatur s f or t he
weaker schoo l s . i ts r epercussions f or ths ~re or~anised s choo l s

were extremely problemati c . Students, e specially from schools

suoh aa Si nton a nd Belgravi a had been drawn out onto t he s t reet

and the i r respective SRC' s (and there f ore ASAC> had begun t o

lo'~e t he i n itiat i ve of ~ivins direct i on o r coo r d i nat i on. Given

t hat the atreet action wae l a r gely epontaneou a . ASAC cou l d not

even of f e r any d i rection or cont rol . Because this s t reet act i on

wa. r e ga r ded by ~st r e sidents a s l i nk ed t o the bo ycot t . there

wa. aleo t he dange r that lumpen e leme nts cou l d u s e the
oppor t uni t y f or personal ~a in and ao d iacredi t ASAC. Hoa t

importantly . wh i l e s t udent s enga~ed the po lioe Hbecauee they were

s erious about eng ag i ns the pol iCe. because they c ame to be eeen
all upholding t he IIta tue quo . .. . . thi e s t r eet act i on f undamenta lly

lacked any concr e t e political obJ ec t i ve or programme .

I n an at t empt t o r egain the i nitiative and dr aw students back

i nto the &Chool premi ses and redirect t heir f ocus of att ent i on

back to the awareneea programmes and t he demands made . ASAC

planne d a huse ra l l y at Belgravia , Huch c r ea t i v i t y had sone into

t he p lanning of t his r a l l y to wh i ch ASAC had invited 53 s enior

secondary schoole ac rose t he Penins ula , Init ia lly ASAC had

cons i de r e d burn i ng the flag . a a had been done at Spe s Bona. in

t he 1980 boyoot t . Howeve r . because of t he ee rious lega l

i mp l icat i on a . t h ie acti~n ~c~ l~ ~ave given the po lice more reason

t o i nte r vene . Ae auch. ASAC had decided t o bury the f l aa. wh i c h

wa . conce a l ed in a cof f i n . The daY prior t o t he rally. Belsr avia
ha d aent most o f i t e s t udent e of f t o an aware ne aa pr ogramme at

Ga r l anda l e . wh i l e the r emaini ng ~tudents had s t aye d beh i nd t o

de marcat e t he fi e l d and dig the ' gr ave' , The coffin wa s made by

Ryl ande Hi~h . It was a well or gan i eed ra lly and the or ganiee r s
hed even planned a funere l procees i cn , The f une ra l wae al eo t o be

conduct e d by a student, dre eeed ee a pr i e et. While the r a l ly wae

o f symbolic significance and was "a good t h i na because it brought

t ogethe r a ll these not ion of why we ' r e str uggl i ng " and we 're

.. ,'w"" :,



aoina t o bury thi e t hi na • • • Cto show] we had power . , ~. i t had II.

dua l purpose . From an or a.ni.a tional point of View. t he s econd

purposa . which wa e t o pub l icly cr ys t a l l i s e the da~nds that
studente had made. wall. more impor tant . I n t ha t r e spec t, i t was

enormoualy successful as i t had not on l y intended to drav a hUie

crowd , but it wa s a l ao intanded t o attract J ou r nalists ,

especially those f rom other coun t ries . I t had alao i nvited h i ih­
prof ile speaker s like Joe Hark. from the UDF a nd Frank van del'

Hor st f rom SACOS . t o s how t hat the demands were baeked by the

cOllllllU.ni ty .

Althou.h DOst of t he paper. ~ c l a i .ed t hat t he r a l ly v as

attended by 4000 students , the or i an i s e r e have dis pu t e d th is .

a riUini tha t i t wa ll. c onside r ably h i .he r. ·· In any c as e . the

t urnout was c oneider ably h i.he r than wa s antic i patsd and i t was

cone i de r ed extreme l y euc cessf u l . In t wo respects , t hs event s

wh i ch f l owed from t hat r a ll y. ~d marked a turnini po i nt in the

boycot t fo r ASAC as an oriani.at i on .

Firs t ly , it wa s a t that time t hat t he Unity Mov eme nt had beaun t o

ariUe more f orc i b ly t hat students should r e t urn t o c l a s s e a . while

t he UDF was suppo r t i na the de mands that s t udent s had made.

a r iU i na f or the boyc ott t o cont i nua unti l t he s hor t - term demands
had bee n met . The Unity Movement had ch ided t he UDF f or

anc ol"lraaina the ~,ce.tt an: · ' c;a."'l ~ ;:-.l lat ins ·· ~tudente as "u s ab l e

materia l. M Ins t ead. t hey ariUed tha t 00 11. prot r acted boyc ot t a l ways

dec repitata. Cand] a nincompoop cannot crn..na:e soc i e t i es . ..••

As such, because ASAC had inVi ted both the s e t ende nc i e s , the

speake rs from t he plat form had sent ou t d irectly conflict i na:

me s saa:e s. wit h v an del' Horet tel l ina students t o &0 ba ck t o

c l as se s . wh ile t he UDF epeakers had ur ged that people t o

inte ns i f y the s t rugg l e , unt i l t heir demands we r e met . Given t he

nat ure o f the ra l l y , van del' Hore~ ' mes saae was not we l l

•• ,.,1.
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recslved . · · From then onwar d . ASAC had bec ome ~re c aut ious about
inv lt ing speake rs f rom the Un i t y Movement.·'

SecOndl y , a l t hough ASAC had t risd to prevent a conf rontat ion wi th
t he police , who were provokin~ students by t hei r pre s enc e at the

pe rimeters o f t he s choo l , students from the Hanover Park &Choo le .
Mountvl ew and Cr ys t a l . had erected a barr icads at the r ear of the

school. Thi s had ~iven t he police . who were caut i ous becauss o f

the lar ge contin~ency o f Journalists . the r ea s on they needed to

dispe rse t he r a l ly . A Casspi r c ame c r ash i ng through t he fence .

firing tear~as and rubber bu llets into the school a r ound . ASAC
student leaders. i n an a t tempt t o prevent injury. had evacuated

the school . Because all ot her s i de e o f the school had been
encirc l ed by the po lice. t hey had di rected s tude nts to Hewa t . Vis

Belgr av ia Read . The d i epe rsa l of the ral ly had provoked a n a ngry

r esponse by students, who had i mmed iate ly e r ected ba r r icades .

Thus beliUn wha t becaee kn own as the "Battle of Belgr avia M or

~Cape Town' e b lood ieet t wenty- four hour• • ··..

"Wi t h i n 25 minu tes. a 2km s tret ch had become a no- go
a r ea a s ba r ricades f lamed . Runnin~ street battles
erupted 1n Athlcne . wher e ycuths er e c t e d bur n ing
bar r icade e and f l un a r ocke and petro l bombs at po l ice
vehioles . On Be l gravia Road. i n scenes of the wors t
Vi ol e nce . barbed Wire wae stretchsd a c r os s the st r e et
at Caeepir he i ght . Police say they are using l i ve
8lI!I!l11nition ee well ....

As a result. this drew even ~re students out onto the etree t .

The vas t major ity had howeve r s impl y begun t o stay a t home.
Attendance at At hlon e s chools by this s tase had dropped t o a

dai ly average o f 16 .5~ . - However. s ho r t l y thereafter. pr eempted

by t he f orced c l osur e o f &choola , there wa s a notab l e r e t u r n o f
students to the &Choo l a premises. but not f or ma l c l aasea •

• • lot. .." . z•
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5 ) Attempt., t o broaden the .IJ\1pport ba8El

Durina the

predominant ly

however we r e

o t he r eeceer-e

and teache r e .

period Au gus t t o September , t he boycott wa lS

l imited t o the activ ities of s t u de n ts . Students

not iso lated and there were i mportant link e wi t h

of the c ommun i t y . The most s i gn i fic an t we re par ent s

a) Enli15ting parent support

When t h e boycott was launched , the demande o f boycott ing s t u de n t s

i n DET and DEC schoo ls in the We e t e r n Cape ~ not a car bon copy

of each other. In addition t o the demand f or the l ift i n g o f t h e

State o f Emerge nc y, DET studen t s also h a d school b a s ed grievances

and had demanded t h e a ge limi t r egu l a t i on s be s c r a ppe d ,

ex ami n a t i o n fees b e decr eaeed from R36,60 to R20,OO per y ear,

t h a t more schoo l s a nd t echnicon s be built ; t hat t he quota e y e t e m

be s crapped; and that the r e e houl d b e a choice of a c a de mi o

subjects offered .'''' I n addit i on, parent e: h ad b e e n d rawn i n t o the

c ampa i gn f r om the ver y e t a r t , through the Pa r ente Ac t i on

Commi t t e e ( PAC ) wh i ch wa e f ormed i n mid-Auguzst.

J or di ha~ argued t hat wh i l e i n the DET s cho o ls , the PAC was

fo r me d a s a support ive struc ture aro~~d th~ demands perts ining t o

the physical a nd l oc al c onditione i n e du cation , " t h e initial

b r oad foc u s o f t h e DEC boycott c ou l d p r ov i de l ittle that was

i mme d iate a nd c oncrete as a means o f eff ectively mobili sing o ften

very conservat ive pa r ente • .••, At the zs t a r t of the boycott i n the

DEC schools , parents we r e not involved a t a ny l evel . None o f the

i n t e r v i ewe e s were even able t o reca l l wh a t the initial r eact ion

of the b roade r parent mazss wa s t o the start o f the boycott . '·'

... bit !!C '! I Im 1- !! ' ~ h.. (m i ll.. - 1..1 I" t j ! II" 1[" , ,... . h ,,,t llill h ' I 1,111, IUIII l! of
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Al t hOUgh fro~ i te i nception. ASAC had a r gue d f or pore pare nt and

t ea c her involvelllent .'" and ..a e e ncouraged b y the J o i nt SRC' e t o

f orm PTSA's , by the end o f AUlr\IlIt. not many PTSA' e had been

eetablilllhed .

However ASAC. like all othe r e t udent e' o rganie at i on . ha d euppor ted

the c o ne ume r boycott . which h.d begun i n the eec ond week o f the

boycott. The c amp. i a n ha d been called in r e a c t i on t o t h e State o f

Emeraency and in lIo 1id. rity wi t h the boyco t ting e tudente in the

We. t ern C.pe . ·· · I t wae c oordin.ted by t h e Weetern Ca pe ConeUll'ler

Ae t i on Commi ttee (WOCAC, ) which i neluded all progr e ellive

pol itie al t end enc i e e , Although there were different viewlll about

who t h e boyeott ehould tarset. i t wa lll t h e firet t l~e in the

We a t ern Ca pe . einee t he DBAC . that Un i t y Hov elllent and Ch. r ter iet

tendenc ies worke d tog e t h e r i n a aingle o r aan i.at ion . At •

reaional l eve l , ASAC "ae part o f the WECSAC de le••tion to the

WCCAC . At a l ocal level . i n the Athlone a rea . it had been d rawn

i n to t h e l oca l e oor d i na t i ng c o=mi t t e e . Thi e ..ae an i~portant

linking t ogether o f the etudent~ demande with that o f t he

c omaunity. ASAC had . lso r e l e a e e d a pamphle~ wh i c h et. t e d that

t he con e umer boyc o t t should be enfo r ced until .11 the stu de n t

demanda were met . ...

Aleo , t h r ou gh ite working r e lat i on ah i p wi th Thornhill . ASAC had

con t i nua l l y e nde.voured t o e lio i t both parent end communi ty

e uppor t . Jord i h•• • leo pointed out that in thia per i od , ASAC wa a

o ne o f the f ew SAC '. which ha d oon a i d e r e d it important to s ecure

c ommunity a uppor t , '" Although thia wa e d one thr ough me d i a

publ ioa t i o na and a peak i ng o n the platfo rm at r a l l i e e h e l d by

Thornhi ll , ASAC h a d not yet made a conc e r t e d attempt t o draw i n

commun i t y e u ppo r t o r parente in a practical way . thUll . during

••• k ' :' t !!I. ! I'J'Jl.
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thi~

leve l

period . dr awi na

o f rhet oric .
i n t he communi ty re~lned largely at t he

As police violence had begun t o become endemi c in t he At h l one

a r ea (in t he poat-Pollamoor Ma r ch per i od). and the co~unity

wl tne~sed the naked acts of bruta l i t y ~eted out by t he secur I t y

f orces, many ' f ence- s i t t e r s' had begun t o change t heir at t i tude s.

A parent :b«lf' expl ained
we wer e no rma l people untIl thos e police and army

people pa int e d gune a t our ch i ldren . When we s aw thai r
hat red and what t hey were do ina t o ou r Ch i l dr en . we t oo
would want to throw the fir s t th i ng we cou l d get our
hands on at them ... •••

•in pa r ent s ondrew

more than anyt h ing else.

a r e al empathy with

s chools were f orcib l y

I t was the unrestrained police-violence.

in this period. that had engendered

boycottina s tudents. However. when the

c loaed, it wae entir el y d i f fe rent end i t
pra ctical l evel .

b ) Te acher l!J\lpport

When the boycott had first begun. m4nY teachers were p laced in a

va r y precarious po s it i on wi t h r egards t o publicly l!J\lpportina t he

boycot t i ng students . This had been compounded . as before the

boycot t a lready. at the be ginni ng of 1985. t he Ecuc a t i on Minister

i n the HoR. Carter Ebrahim . had made it c lear tha t he wou l d not

he sitate to act agains t any teacher who opposed the Labour Party.

He h ad appoi nte d an inquirY t o invest igate t hos e te ach~s who we r e
thought t o be membe rs of the UDF or SACOS. In addition. he had

also made it clear that he wou l d not hesitate t o u se h is powers. .­t o d ismiss or suspend any teacher who did not t ow the l ine .

Adding t o the danger t hat was i mpl ic i t i f teachers b.d pub l i c l y

suppor t ed

teacher

s t udent s . wa e the f act that no ~ss-based pr ogress ive

organisstion ~ ex i sted . Although the TLSA had been

,• • !.!r" lt. III f""l I ' " II! It l ll" "" .
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establ ished for a l ong t ime , it d id not have a large f ollowing.

Hore importantly, it did not have a r e c e n t record of activism,

beyond it a publi cations i n t he Tenchers Len~le . On the other

hand, wh i l e the CTPA had qu ite a l a rge membership, it was

unive r sa l l y r e garde d b y progre s sive te acher s as co llaborationi s t ,

and there f ore ou t o f bounds. During the boycott , it had

continua l ly call ed o n students t o r eturn to "no r ma l classes . " Its

main act i v i t y was in behind the scenes ne gotiations wi th the

educat i on de pa r tment a nd t h r ough i ts int e rve nt ion v i a t he c ourts .

At Ryl a nds High t here were teacherS who we re members of the

Te a c he r s Assoc iat ion of Sou t h Af r i c a ( TASA) . Thi s too wa s much

l ike the CTPA, and t hose mOre commit t e d to libe r a tion polit ics

ha d re f us e d t o join. However , a l a r ge r percentage of those

t eachers with ' p rog r e s sive streaks ' were a f fil iat e d t o it .

Because o f thes e probl ems that teache~ f ace d . a number of

teachers f elt that} a l t hough they s UPPOr t e d the students, they

coul d not do so i n a pub l i c wa y. Ot he r teache rs , de spite the ri sk

o f being fi red , had from the start o f the boycott , played ~

t r eme ndou s ro le i n assisting s tudents a nd publ icly a nd a c t i ve ly

suppor ting t hem. At Ath l one s choo ls this, wa s t r ue f or a l a rge

numbe r o f teache r s a t Ga r l a nda l e , Gr oenvlei, Rylands , Oak l a nds

a nd Si nton . ' · ' At t he se schoo l s. t e achers played a ro le i n helping

to e s tab l i sh stude n t s t ructures, o r ga nise a warene s s progra mmes ,

assis~ i n o~her practical and y~b lic w~y~ . At Bel gr av i a,however ,

d e s pite t he f act that i t had a s t r ong SRC . a nd was considered one

o f the lea d i ng s c hools i n the boycott, it d i d not ha ve the act i ve

s u p po r t of the t e aching s t a f f. Al t hough the re were a few t eachers
l.~

who supported s t u dents qu i etly , the vast maj ority~ not . I n the

ve r y firat week or two o f the boycott, a dis junc tur e occu r r e d

be tween t he teaching staff and t he s t ud e nts , when t he SRC

re l eased a palIlph let acc us i ng t e achers o f '" vi c i ous l y assa u lt ing "

boycotting students ."• In addition. whe n the Burial o f Apartheid

Ra lly took place a t the s c hoo l , t he staff f r om Be lgravia, un l ike

te a chers a t o t he r scho ols , had not intervened whe n po l i ce
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at tacked st~dente . Inetead . moe t o f tham had

s t aff-room. The r ole o f Be llr a via tea c her s ha d

an d pro.re s sivs t e ache r s at o t h e r ae hoo l s . b e lan

" Bel l r a v i a teacher eth o s . .....

remaine d i n the

bec ome infamou s

t o s peak a bou t a

On t he 15th o f Au gua t howeve r. 1000 DEC tea chers hsd gathered at

the SamaJ Cent re a t a me. t ing ca lled by t h e adhoc Conce rned

Te a chers Coor din. tinl Committee ( CTe e l , t o concr e tise the r ole

that prolressive teachers shoul d p lay i n t he boycott ...• I t wa s

a l eo called to discue. the need f o r ~ establish ina a maes -ba• • d

proar eseive teacher or a . n i • • tion . Te.chers . t t he mee tin i ~ d

decide d t o " down t o o l s " o n the 19 t h . nd 20th o f AUlUat. re fuse to

t each .ny ac.demic wor k .nd .ssi s t s tudente with their awarenes a

proarammee . Therea fte r. the y wou ld rec onvene ••• in on the 22nd . ..•

The downina o f t ools however was more a symbolic ehow o f unity

wi t h students as in .ny c . s e theee t eachera we I'. a l r.a d y not

t eac h i n a beo. use t here we r e no student s t o t e.ch . In a dd i t i on ,

most o f t h e se teachers were i n any caee a esiating with awareneas

proar~ • . Some t e a e hers who did not eu pport the boycot t however

.lso c ame ou t on t he t wo day protes t . However the ir motiv•• weI'.

no t can d id . Aiain at Be liravia , a l t hou i h after a ataff-meetini.

t eache rs c ame ou t , mak ina a pub l i c de o l aration t ha t they s up por t

t he s t uden teJet rug.le . t hei r motivat i one were deceptive. Studente

~ jud.ed b y ~he ex~r.e~ ~cn en t~. f e c e s o f a oma o f t h e

t e a c hers , aa well aa by knowIn. them and their v iewa t hat thia

wa • • ploy by the admini.t ration i n an attempt t o aet student e

bae k to ela.e . Kn owing what the te.chers t h ought , s tudente d ld

n ot r e.ard this as s i nce r e a nd instead thougHt o f the whole

scenario aa IDO r e humo r ous than a aenulne s h ow o f . olid. rity . ..• At

u. I,ll",.. ,
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~anY ot her schools however . it gave t eachere the abi li ty to
publ1clY ahow the1r aupport .

Teachera howeve r ~ pl ayed a much greater and ~re act1v e role

t ogether with s tudents i n the period engendered by the c l oaur e of

schoola in Septembe r . They ~bec~ an 1mportant conat1tuent

thereafter. play1ng a role in the re-open ing o f echoole. and the
refueal to admin1eter exams . The concept of teechere as an

or gan 1aa t iona l f orce, wa e embod1ed in t he f ormation o f WECTU on

t he 29th o f Septembe r .
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From it~ initial ca~iou~ beginn ing., t he ~boycott , whic h ~tarted

a s a two day protes\had extended i nto a pr~otracted boycott . The

decision t o e xcene t h e boycot t wa s h owetever n o t II top - down

decision at Athlore sch oo l s , but hed g~ener.l lY been r e a c h e d

throuah decisions t~en at a mass leve l . ~ASAC had asae s s ed t he

boycot t on a we e k I ) basis and t h e cont inu~at ion o r suspension o f

t he boycott wa s a :ways discussed at awa r <,!!"e ne s s prOlilrlUnme a. The

f easibility o f c ont .nui na the boycott waa alll'osa e 8sed in r elation to

t h e suppo r t t h a t it had a t s chools . ASAC h a (:ld insisted on reliable

IP&lld a t e s and trutlful repor ts fro ID sch~ool s ... the ' lIlOod " o f

students. Fo r e X&lIl;> l e . the Ga rlandale r e ,.pr e e e n t a t i v e had been

severel y r e primandtd by the f OI"l1lll for aiving an i nc o r r e c t

r e port . ..• ASAC a s a f o ruDl t ried to r e llla i n 0. _8 c lose e e possible to

the feel1na on the . lilround " .

Or a an i s a t i on a lly , ~lthough the ma J o r i ty o f schooll' in At h l on e d id

not have any etrueture~ be' f o re the boy c o :l t t . by Se pte mbe r a l l

s chools had eithe r a n act ive SRC o r act loQn oOlllllli t t e e . ASAC h a d

played e larae r d e in try lna: t o e nsu re that t hel'e func tione d

p roperly . On many ocoasi ons it h a d i ntervvened when a p rincipal

a cted in a part i cular ly a uthoritaria n IIlsanne r . It had IIl6d e a

conce r t e d e f f o r t :o populari . e i t s elf t~~rou lilh ahowi nlil that lt

t OOK u p s't.u cient co~cernl' , b y goir.. ee .cho co l s where ~tudents were

experie nol na probLems . I t had also poP\1; l ar ised ita e lf through

IIledia and s peeche s . Th roulilh i t s act ions l.tt had be c ome a popular

f orce at At hlone ec h oeLe , I n t e rllls o f ; reg i onal dave l opcnents.

towards t h e e nd cf th is per i od At h l on e s ..c hoo ls had c o ncentrate d

ill f ocus on t h e l oc a l level i n o r de r t~O facilitate t he daily

a c tiv i ties o f b)yco tt ing students . ~Ul' deleg a t ee , wh i l e

rec oan isina: t hat r eilio nal coor d i n a t ion w~as i mpor tan t , ~ h ad

f elt that WECSAC fS a etruoture hsd becomeS obeolet e ." •

.. . ht,,,l" I.
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Ideologicall y, wh i le s tudent leaders in ASAC had pe rsona l

reservations about the UDF and charterist polit ics, they had
begun to di s t anc e themse lve s from the NUN , becaus e they f e l t that
they we r e not building unity on the issue at hand, i e . the

boycott . The reeervations that student l ea de r s had o f the UDF

were however not d iscussed at a mass level. At the student mass

l evel, therefo r e . many had been attracted t o the pol itic s of ~
Char t e r i sm. espec ially t he ANC. because of the r omant i c notion of

armed- struggl e . It was tht oQkn t he awa r ene s s progr~es , the

t oyi-toyi . the acce ssi b i l i t y of UDF (popu l i s t) pol itics . and what

the UDF people we r e saying on t he platfo r ms . that had attracted

so many student supporters i nt o its fold.

Although c ritics of the boycott have a rgued that i t was the

stude nt leade r s h i p that wa s push i ng fo r a continuation. wh i l e t he

mass had just f ollowed , students have a rgued that this "v i ew is
extreme ly patronising ....., Such an approach wou l d have as i ts

basis a jaded conception t hat students we r e unable to think

independently or that the boycott was the work of 'outsi de
agi tato rs and man ipul ator s . ' Although a t f irst . many e t ude nt s

were not total ly commi t t ed to the conce pt of s t r u ggle. i t wa s

l arge ly through po lice ac tion that t he wever ing of many students

had been f ortified into a commitment t o continue the boycott .
Wn i le t he violence t hat had er upt e d towar ds the end of th i s

p6riod was e ase~t ia lly a resu lt of t he ~t atee ' ~ctione du ring the

?ol l s moo r March . it wou l d be a gross ove r s i gh t t o limit the
c au ees of t he s t r e e t violence t o that alone . The foundations of

i t lay even f urther t han t he declaration of the State of

Emergency and must be s een in the context of the organ ic c ri e i s .

I n t he earlier chapt e r s I have demons t r a t ed that the We s t ern

Cape. like the r e s t of t he count r y had been in t he grip of t he

or gan ic c risis. However , un like othe r parts of t he c ountry . for

the historic r easons delineated in chapte r 2 , the We s t e r n Cape

d id not gi ve cohe r e nc e to t he qu i et disenchantment o f large

sec tions of i t s population . In this r e s pec t , the boycott must ee

also be s een a s channe l t o r elease t he pent -up frus trat ion of

'" ,.,..



hav i ng every a spect of life proec ribed in eODe way . The

l a r ge groupe of youth and unempl oyed young workere

responeible f or the erecting of barricadee, can

att ributed t o the decline in t he economy .

fact

had

aleo

t hat

been

be

Although the boycott had beiUn i n solidar ity wi th other parte of

the coun t r y . students wi t ne s eed the brut a l i t y of the state firet
hand, e epec i a l l y in the poet-Pollemoor March period. even though

t he repre e eion i n the Weetern Cape had not been ae eeve~ae i t

had been in ot he r areae. Po lice violence had the effect of

accelerating t he moment um o f the boycot t . Unfortunate l~ however,
it wae aleo true that it drew et udent s away f rom the or gan i s ed

awar eness programmee and onto the e t reet eo tha~

or ganisationa lly, the boycott wae beginning t o weaken . Howeve~

the boycot t wa e f or tified a ga i n by c l oeur e o f s choole and the

ange r that it i nduced in the co~ity at large .
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CHAPTER 4· CQNCER I ED STATE

BBACTTON TO THE BOYDDTT AND TTS
CQNBEc:uTENCES

C SBP I e H'Bp;R

1 ) The CloBUre of Schools
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By t he 6th o f Sept embe r, e t ude nte 1n t he Weete rn Cepe we r e

a l ready out on boyc ott f or over e 1x weeks . At the sta r t of the

e 1xth week . the Department of Education and Cul tur e had

acknowledged t hat only one h igh echool i n t he whol e of the Cape

Pe ninsula wa s sti l l f unc t i on ing normal l y a nd had no t been

d ialocated by the boy cott ." In contradistinction t o act i ons of

t he eecuri t y f orc es , thu s f ar , the on l y action taken by t he

e duca t ion "aut hor i t i e a" had been the no i s ee t ha t they had ~ade i n

t he pr e e s about radi cal s i n achoola . Afte r ths Po l lsmoor Marc h.

street ac t i on ha d not di s s ipated . but i nt ensif i e d . e s peci a l l y

afte r the "Batt l e o f Belgravia ." Af t er Magnu s Helan (Mi n i s t e r of
De fence ) and Louie I e Gran,e (Hi ni s t e r of Pol i ce ) had flown t o

Cape Town ur gent l y on t he 4th of Septe~b6r , ~~ assess ~~~

aituation, they had dsclared t hat the pos i t i on i n the Weate r n

Cape wa a - not aatisfactory . ·... Two days later , Carte r Ebr ah i m had
dsclared that 464 DEC educat i ona l i nsti tutione ( i nc l ud i ng prim6ry

schoole ) we r e inde finite ly ou t of bounds to a ll sta ff and

et udent., during both weekdaye and weeke nds. because

the educational authori t i e s c ou l d no l onger enaure t he
phys i c al s a f ety o f t he pupils and s t udent . a t t he
s chool a and col l egss ."" aa a r e su l t o f the d isrupt ive
actions and i ntimida tion of pupils by an o r , an i s e d

, [1, ••" ..l llli. 1,,1" i. 1...,, 1.1. t W Il II II ," , . "'." " ,, I . ' lil , Hm h ta lln lf llh ta, " " lf l il, ,It.,. It" , ttll , Ill.
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c annot be
. . . ce rtain
educational

minority, the
pr oceeded with
s chools are
funct i on . ~ ,

ueual school programme
i n an uninterrupted manner

no longer servina an

This effec tively meant that approximately 50 00 0 etudents were

i ndefinitely barred f rom t he DEC s chools . ' In a dd i t ion, Rylands

Hi gh ( t he only I ndian schoo l to be c los ed) had al eo been c l os ed

by the Hini.te r o f Educati on and Cul tur e , in the Houee of
De l egat e e."

Althouah no forma l schooling was t ai i n. place. t he c l osur e of

schools had e nrased the e nt i re c ommuni t y . Over t he next few day••

press s t a t ements f r om almost every c ommunity oraanie"tion .
rang i na from t he obvious progre .aive pol it i cal oraanisations , and

etudent a , t eache rs, and parents , to uni ons . c i vics. s po r t s and

church bodle.. had condemned the clos ure of school s as

authoritarian and illealtimate. The closurs o f schools wae ae en
a s an obv iou s a ttempt to r emove the or a an i a i na base of studenta .

In so doinl , Car ter had hoped t o thwart the momentum of the

bo ycot t. wh i ch wa e r a pi dl y acce l . r at ina . Howeve r . it had

c omp le t e l y backfired. not on l y i ntensi f yl na r e e l s t ance on the

part o f e t udent s , but this t i me . drawina in the ent i r e c ommunity .

A joi nt press ststement r eleased by . ASAC . Thornhill Re e i denta .

Thor nhi ll You th , Rylands PTSA . Si nt on PTSA . the Chamber o f Mus l i m

~eat Trade rs Associ ation and the Clothing Worke r s Un icn , the next

week, had f ound i t

- s t r ange t hat the di r ec tive by Cart er Ebr ah i m f or the
c losur e of schools ehou l d cOme only hou rs after the
v isi t to the•• areas by Louis I" Gr anae . . 0 Our
expe r i ence has shown that the perpetratore and
i nstigators of v io l ence alainst defenc e l e ss schoo l
c h i l dr en we r e none other than t he police and the
SADF . H'
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schools on t he 2nd of Octobe r , · n ee oppoeed to t he ll!lt. wh en

Ebr ah i m dec ided echoo ls wou l d of f ic i a lly r eopen . While the

.eet i ng had decided that studentI' would r e t ur n to s chools. thi e

d i d not ~an a r e t urn to normal school ing . Inl!ltead. awareneee

progr~s would be conducted . and the f eeeibility o f c ont i nu ing

the boycot t wou ld be d iacussed and dec ided . The meet i ng had also
r ati f ied the students demands as r easonable and Just!' At that

s t age however . I!ltudents we re not s ure how l ong the boycott could

or shou l d be cont i nued.

!he Si nton achoo l co~ity however . at an ext ra-ord inary

meet i na at t he achoo l on Thureday [ 26 t h ] morn ina. deCided t o
r e t ur n t o s choo l on Monda y [ t he 30t h ] . .. •• This wa e done t o

de~nstrate tha t despite the ir a r r eet on t he 17th. it was the

triumvirate o f parents. t e acher s and s t udents who contro ll ed t he
s chool , not Cart s r Ebr ahim . This not only s howed that they did

not recogniee his authority by not r e t urn i ng t o schoo l on t he

let . but it a l so ehowed t hat the y had the power t o once a gain

r eopen the school whe n the commun i t y dec ided . It cou l d thue be

r egarded as another reopenina o f echool e , but on a s ma l l e r aca le ,

in or de r t o demonstr a t e their power. Drawing on the e xampl e of

Si nton . 6elgrav ia PTSA had also decided t o r eopen the I!lchool on

Monday. f or a brief meet ing . "

In the mean time . the etate we~ net st and i ng by i d l y . On the 27th

c f Se pt embe r . Ie Gr ange had banned al l outdoor me et inas , except

bo~f ide eporte gather i ngs . The bannina whi ch c ame into e f f e c t on
the 27t h . extended right unt i l the 3 1 of March 1986 . In addition.

all i ndoor meetinge convened to "adv i ee , encour a/ile , propaaate or

promote the non- a t tendance or t he oppos i t ion to the attendanca o f

.. It l l m ! t. ~ " I! 1: l i " t !llillt ! I I, l t ' I .... I ,lll ' qll l I t , . " h ' » 1,,1, l .ll j,!' (t.,.1..., lillI ,
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any echoo l (wa l s prohibited . .... Because in t hose areas under

e~er8ency rule. such a de cree could easily be enforced, thi s ban

must be reRarded as a tacit announcement that in the Weste rn
Cape . in educat i on at least, t ha s t ate wae fecina a eeve r e c ri e i s

of heliealOny .

Rellardlees of the l e lla l i mplicat i one ( i e cont r aveni nll t he

Interna l Securit y Ac t ) , t his dec ree was simply isnored . On t he

weekend be fo r e t he schools were t o r eopen ( 28t h and 29th ) . mase

P6rent-student rallies were held acroes t he Peninsula . The ee were
convened specifically t o discuss t he f uture of ths boycott . At

all t hs s e meetinlls , ths decisi on to s t aysws y f r om schoo l s on the

1s t and r e t urn t o s chool s on the 2nd t o imp l emen t s wa r eneee

prollrammes and discuss ths f ut ure of t he bo ycot t wae endoreed.
One of t he i~portent meeti nlls which t ook p lace that weekend wa s

the one convened i n t he t ownahips by the PAC, which had dec ided

t o endorse the cont i nuat ion of t he boycott unt i l the pupi l s

ehor t- ter m demande had been me t . "

In addition . on Sunday t he 29 th , the Western Cape Teachers Union

( WECTU). wh i ch grew out o f the adhoc crec . had a l s o been

l aunched . WECTU. wh i ch repr esented 2000 DEC teacher e i n the

We s tern Cape . had ded i ca t ed i t sel f t o f ight f or a un i tar y. no n­
racial. non-s exist , democrat i c educat ion s yst em, t o work towards

de~crat ic cont ro l eve r the educat1~n system and militate allainst

t he pr OP&llation of cppr ess ive education . I t had al s o r efus ed t o
collabo r a t e with any etate depar tme nt or per s on who soullht t o

preeerve the s tat u s quo . It had thu8 epec i f ica l l y r e jec ted the

CTPA and TASA. as r eact i ona r y .- WECTU hed dec ided that t eachere

would return t o schools. but would not res ume normel classes

•• I....... . .. ' Nlm .... I. 1111. 1,," 1' , tI I.. ... tr ,... ' II tM, i . , . , ••I,li t" h ... Stell .. Im l . j I"
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until parents and Btudent~ had been consulted . It had a l s o agreed

to a ssist s t ude nts with t he ir awarene s s progr ammes ."

The brief meetings at Si nton end Belgr av i a held on t he morn i ng of

t he 30th. had very di f fe rent ou tcomes . At Sinton . t he parentB and
t eachers endors ed t he decision take n t o r etur n t o schoo ls on t he

2nd t o hold awa reneaB prosr&mmeB and al low stUdents to dec i de t he

f ut ure of the boycot t . I n part such a poBition was a derivat ive

of t he fac t that a large number of the Si nt on staf f were members

of WECTU .

At Bel s r av ia howeve r . a f ew parenta . teachers. and the

ad.minie t r ation r ecee of whom were on the PTSA l had " s t abbed

studente in t ha back . .. .. They had attempted t o UBe the platf orm

t o arKUe t hat etudente had mad. t heir po i nt and ahould now r eturn

t o normal Bchoo ling so that t hey coul d try and c atch up with t he

academic work t hat wa e mies ed . At t hat time . t he Unity Movement

was f orwarding the s logan "Educat ion Befo re Liberat ion ' and many

5e lsravia teachers had latched onto t hat . even though t he y had no

ot;he r l i nke or sympathies wi t h the or lilan i s a t i on ." They had also

erKUed. like the Un i t y Mov ement. t hat it wae parents. teachera
and etudente that ehou l d dec ida on the future of the boycott . At

the meeting . an ex- SRC executive membe r who had resigned his

po s i t i on ea r l y i n the boycott had a lso endor s ed the s t anoe of the

administ ration. Student s . afte r speaklnlil a t the meet l nlil . wal ked

out in protest . The pr ogreseive parents (who had r ema i ned

beh i ndl . did not allow the meeting t o decide the f uture of the

boycott . St udentB. who we r e extreme ly agitat ed . s t ood nearby.
chant i ng that the ex-SRC member ·· i s a traitor ··.. Ae a r e IN l t . the

ex-SRC members father had aes au l t ed one of the chant i ng s tudente .
Thos e parent e that had r ema i ned . t og ether wit h a few pr ogre eeive

teacher~ had convinced the gather i ng t o endoree the et ayaway f or
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th.

ASAC

t ollowln.il day , " Afte r t hat . e cuc e n t.e

rally held at the Cine 400 .

had proc eeded t o the

The r ally , c a l l ed mai n ly t o endorse the et a yaway on t he lat. had

. 150 demanded t he poetponement of e xams. It had de Ci ded t o ho l d II.

ea r i e a of ~et lnse at school e t o dec ide whe ther or not t o

cont i nue the boycot t . A r e eo l u t l on adopt e d at t he Ci ne 400

~etlns howeve r u r ged tha t the boycot t cont i nue unt i l t he ir
ahor t - t e r m demande were ~t . The ee de~de had i nc luded the

r e leaee o f detaine d teac he re Hr J o e Adams a nd Hr N Swa r t z . a s

we ll a e al l o t h e r deta i nee e. inmediatel y and unc ondi tionally . I t

h a d a leo demanded that a dismissed teacher from St e yn av l 11e High

be immed I a tely and uncond i t i onally rein s tat e d . A e peake r a t t h e

ral ly had a 1eo ur£ed that pupl1e remai n united when they made

the ir dec i s ion on the c l ass boycot t and to remember the i s s ue s

which had mot i va t ed the boycot t . " One of the fact ors unde r l y i ng

t he r eas ons why the ASAC leade rshi p had been pushing f or a

cont i nuat ion of the boyoott, wae the dec i s i on t aken by the PAC,

which had endorsed the boy cott i n DE! schoole . " Pa rent s had

dec ided to emba r k upo n a r ent bo ycot t i n partial support o f the

student~ demande . For A$AC it had become i mpo r tant not t o r e pe at
t he h i s tor i c mi s take s o f 1976 and 1980, when s t udent s at DEC

schoo ls r e t urned while the DE! s t udent s r ema i ne d out on boy cot t .

.. •11' .
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2) The Return t o Schoole and Carter ' e New Ed i c t e .

The day schools officially reopened for the l a s t term. was marked

b y a well s u ppor ted stayaway at al l Athlone s choo l s . At Sinton

and Belsravia there wa s a 100~ e tayawa y , wh ile a t Ry l ands HiSh.

al t hough a ome t e achers r eturned t o s cho o l . t he r e was "a n a lmost

t o tal s tayaway. " The etayaway was we l l supported at the ot he r

At hlone s c hoo l s as well. where the attendance rate varied between

10~ t o 30~ . ~ At t hs ASAC rally t he p r e v i ous day . i t wae made

c l e a r that s t uden t s wou l d return to schoo l me r e l y t o hold a

e e r i e s of meetings t o dec ide the road f orwa rd ." The decision

taken at the meeting wa s a lso important as many a reaew wh i c h d id

not hsve a n e f fec t i ve coo r d i na t i ng structure~ were awa i t i ng the

decisi on taken at the ASAC ral l y. befor e they t ook a f i na l

dec i sion . For examp le . t he two h i gh schoo l s f r om a f a r afield as

Kraaifontein ( Sc o t t s dene end Scot tav i l l e) had decided t o continue

the boycott , t empor arily. unt il ASAC had t aken a decision .

Des pite the fact t ha t the clos u r e o f schools wa s s uch a c alamit y

f or t he s tat e . Carte r Ebrahim was "de t e r mi ne d t o re-es tablish

o r de r " in t he DEC ecbco LeJ" Ebrah im h ad r eferre d to boycotting

s t uden t s a s " s a va ges who would not hes itat e to exterminate the

pe ople . "" He thus emba r ke d upon a c o ncerted . pro-act ive c ampai gn

i n a n a t tempt t o ~ sta mp out t he boyoo tt . Beg i nning on Sunday

the 29t h . pol ice i n an a iroraft . us i ng a ~o~er f~ l l c udgpeaker .

ha d ur"e d pa r e n t s , tea c here a nd pup il s t o "main t a i n di s c i p l i ne

in t he a t t e ndanc e of echo o L' and " to avo i d be c oming i nvo l ve d i n

pol 1tic al r a l l i e s ... .. Howe ver . a much more determined e f f o r t wa s

made t o r e a t r i c t a l l ac t iV i t ie s a t DEC s choole t hrough

l e g islation . Ef fe c tive f r om t he 1st . Ebrahim h a d gazetted
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et r lngent new rulee governing the activitiee of achoo l e . Onde r

t he new resul atione s ome of the et i pu l a t i one incluced.
No pupi l s . .. or any ot he r persons ac t i ng as nembe r s o f
a pupils' counc i lor a atudent counc i l or a me~ber t hat
i e r epreaentative o f any conaunit y of pupi ls .. . • ha l l
assemble i n o r on the bui l d i ngs or ,rounee o f any
educ at iona l i ns t i t u t i on or us e s uch bui ld i n,s or
, round s f or the purpose of f urt he r ing the ob J ect ive s of
such a c ounc i l or any ot ha r or , an i s a t i on . ..
No member of such a counc i l . . . or any othe r pe rson or
or gani eation that e nters or i. pre . ent i n t he (school ]

a t any t i me aha l l communi c a t e in any manner
whateoever . e ither or a lly or 1n writ ing with any
pup i l s • • . . t he pr i nc i pa l or any t eacher or
of f i c ial i n suoh buildin, e or ,rounds . . . Any teacher.
o f fic i a l . pupi l • . • • who i s ,uil t y o f any ac t i on o r
a t tempt e d action t o the de t riment of t he
administration. di scipl ine or per f OrbS or i a
a l l owed t o perform or allows any ac tion that i a
directed towards underminin, the l awful au t hor i t y
s hal l f orthwith be euepe nded by the principal... ehou ld
auch a principa l f.il to effect euch auspens ion . the
Di rec t or-General may orde r such a auepe naion e i t he r
ora l l y or i n wri t in~'

Add itiona l l y . unde r a ee par a t e a c t (Ac t on Centrel of Ace••• t o
?ub lic Bu ildin,e and Veh i c l e s . 1965 ) t he Department o f Educ a t i on

and Cul t u r e had pl aced 370 ' s ecur i t y a a a iatanle" t o contro l

accese a t echoo l .. .. Their dutie s i nc luded l ock i na all the achoo l
gatea after atudents ente r ed in t he mor n i n, . exc ept the

pedee t r ian gat e. wh i ch t hey ,uarded . Onl y veh i c l e s whos e

r egi.t r a tion number cor re eponde d t o a l i s t s~rrl~ed t o t h~m by

t he pr i ncipa l woul d be al l owed int o t h e s choo l . In a dd i tion.

anybody not a at a f f member or r eg i . te r e d pupi l a t ~he echoo l . had

t o be announced t o t he sec reta r y and t he i r namea and a ddr esaes
wou ld have t o be noted be fore t hey wer e a l lowed t o e nt e r t he

achoo 1."
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I f t hes e me as ures were not provocat i ve e nough, lat e r that we ek ,

Ebrah i m had announced that t he nor ma l schoo l proaramme woul d

cont i nue and t hat t he examina tions based on the fu l l s y l l abus,

wou l d not be poet.pcned , but wou l d proc eed a s norma l ."

These measures , i f enf orced , wou ld he r ald gr ave conse quencs s , not

on ly fo r student ora ani s a tion, but fo r a l l o r ganised activ i ties

of parents , teache rs and students a t s chool e. I t e f fe c t ive ly
meant that SRC' s (and all o t he r s tudents' o r gan i s at ions or

s t ruc t ur e s , except officially r ecogn ised and appo inte d pref ect

bodies) we r e ou tlawed a t s chool s . For t eache r s , i t would have

meant that only the of ficially r ec cgn i s ed CTPA wou l d be a l lowed
t o meet a t s chocls, wh i l e WECTU wou l d have been banned . I t wou l d

also h ave meant t hat parents or outs ide speakers wou l d not be

al l owe d to enter t he s choo l premi se s . Th i s s epar a t i on o f s choo l
and commun i t y wa s a de liber ate a t tempt t o ki l l - off t he PTSA·s.

During the f o r ced period o f vacat ion, the re were many doubt s s s

to whether or not , e t udents wcu l d s t ill want t o continue t he

boyco t t a f ter they returned t c schools . During the ' vacat ion ' , a
high school l eader alle ged that " t he general fee ling among pupil s

i n t he Wes t ern Cape is that they shou l d r eturn t o schoo l ...

there is a s t r ong possibili ty that pup i l s wou l d go back t o

[ nor ma l ] s choo l i ng . "•• Ten years later. i t i s indeed en i gma t i c t o

at t~mpt to val idi fy s~ch a fe~- ~eaching gene ralised s t a t eme nt. A

strong pos s i b i lity exiete t hat this wa e t he ind ividuate' own

f ee l i ngs , o r that o f he r \h is local area . s chool or ideologic al

lineage . I f howsver , be fo r e schoole had reopened, t he r e we r e any

doubt e as to whe t he r t he bcycott would cont i nue , t he ee we r e

s purious ly di spelled by Carter's dr accnian e dicts.

Give n the t ime -per i od and t he con frontat i onal nat ure of t he
decree s , t he r eaction from s tudent e and t he commun ity was

pr edi c tab l e . The UDF had de c l ared it a "f r e s h r ec i pe fo r cbece",

whi le CAL had s tated that t he meaeur es were " l i ke declaring a
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s t ate o f emer gency i n echoo l e . ..•• A r e eo l ution adopted by

par ent s . teache r e and etudente at t he ASAC affi l i a t ed achool .

Gar landa le . argued t hat by banni ng ef fec tiva s t udent

r epr esentation . proh i bit i ng d i acu ae i on and br i nging aecurit y

8Uar da onto schools . Ca rter wa s

~ deetroying t he c onst ruc tive i nitia t ive taken by
teachere and pupils a t our schoo l t o s o l ve t he pr e eent
c r i a i s . Hore than anyt h i ng elae thie h igh-handed a ction
intimida t e e student e and teachera and provokae
c onfr ontati on we canno t c oneide r c onat ruct iva
acade~ic work when i t ie being i~posed t hrough the
bar re l of a gun • ..••

When a tudenta had ret ur ned t o s chool on the 2nd . attendanc e a t

all Athlone school s waa near norlDll l. · · At Sint on . Bel grav ia. Spee_a.
Bona. Groenvlei and Oa k l ands . t he d i k t a t banni ng SRC 'e ~

ignored a nd t he s ecur i t y guar da wer e thrown o f f tha IIchoo l

pre~ i aa a . At Oak l ands . the pl.et i c boot h e r ected f or the eecu r i t y

liUa r de was f ire- bombed ." Howeve r . at s choo ls such ae Bridgetown.

Ned Doman and Ath l one Hi gh . where or gan isa t ion ha d been weaker

and there wae an i nconei e t ency aa t o who c ontrolled echoo l e . t he

s i t ua t i on var ied and the r e st rictione s e r ved t o pr ov i de the

achoo l admin i a t r a tion with an effect i ve we a pon . Thi s was

espec i al l y true a t St . Col~bas. where t he e ffect s we re

particul a r l y far- reachi nli _ At a parent meet in• • c a l led b y t he

principa l . a dec i sion wa e t aken wh i ch e f fec t i ve ly banned the

s t udent a t ruc ture that had ex i sted . The principa l . t o.ether wi t h

s ome teachers and parent~ had .lao dec i ded to cloae the echoo l

f or the r e s t o f t he academic yea r . They had dec ided that the

normal curr icul~ would be co~pleted via correspondence . Students

would no t wr ite exams . but would be a eees sed accordin. to t he i r

completion o f the work that was post ed _M Thus t he base of

orl.nia.tion at St. Col~bae had e f fectively been destr oyed . wi t h
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s tudent:!

i s o lated

r e t r e a t i n.

frolll o ther

i nto the privacy o f

s t ude nt s.

the i r individua l ho~es .

Duri n. th is f irst week o f t he new term ( t he 11th we e k o f the

boyc o t t ) mos t sehool ) i n Athlone ha d dec ide d v ia a ba l l ot t ha t the

boyco t t wa a to cont i nue . Ad dit i ona l l y , moat s t udents h a d fel t

t ha t t hey were not i n 4 pos i tion t o write the examina tions.

becaus e they had not a t tended l e s s ons since J u l y . ASAC had t h us

fel t t hat t he departmen~s ' decision t o proc eed wi t h the f u l l­

acale e xaminati ons . cove r i ng t he whole s y l l abus wae a " f u r t he r

atte~pt t o push us onto the c he a p labour IlUl. rket . " 0' Whi l e t he

broade r pol it ic a l demands f or t he l ift ing o f the St a t e o f

Emerge ncy a nd t he r ele as e o f a l l deteinees ha d re~ained

c ons i s tent , a s a r e s ult o f t he departmen~ a c t i ons , the focus of

the demands had ahifted t o i no lude i mmed i a t e l ooal i s euea a s

wel l.

Tha new s i tuat i on wh i c h conf r onted students waa discus s e d in

awarene s s prog ramme a . Afte r di seusaing t he i s sue , • vo t e wa s

taken and ASAC s chool s ~ dec ided that s tudent s would not

oons i d e r r e t u r n i n , t o ola s s ea u nt il thei r 10 non- negot i abl e

demands were me t . Apart f r em t he in i tial d emand f o r t he l i f tin.

o f the St ate o f Emergency and t he r eleas e o f a l l detaine e s , ASAC

~ de ma nded t he r i ght t o e s tabl i s h democ rat i c SRC' s a nd PTSA' s

a t all s o hools ; a n e nd t o cc rpcra l r~n ~ sh=ent; t he d i s band i ng o f

al l p r e f e c t bodi e s ; all t roops t o be withdrawn from s c hoo l s and

a reas ; the scr a pp i ng o f t he age r estriot i o ns at schoo l s ; the

lower i ng o f e xam fees f r om R36 t o R20; the r e i ns t a t e ment o f a l l

prOl ressive t eachers ; t hat a l l c ha r l e s o n persons a r rested du rin.

t he per i od o f the boycot t , fo r r e l a t e d off e nses. be d ropped. "

ASAC had a l s o demanded t hat p r i nc i pa l s a top mee t ing a nd

negotiat ing wi th Ca rter ."

.. ;IiL
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On t he 6t h of October . ASAC held a succe . s f u l r.lly at Groenv l e i .
a ttended by more t han 2000 s t udent s . The r al ly. c al led t o

popular i s e it. i mmediate . ahor t - term de~nds . l.s ted f our hours .
and included eonlilS. music, poet r y and epeeche e ... ~The meet i na
wa. pUnctuated wi t h chants of ' Vi va ANC, Vi va ASAC ' and ·.n

i nj ur y t o one i s an i njury t o . 11 · ·..• The educat i on depar tment

had been severely chast i e.d f or its hard stance on the wr i t i nlil o f

t he f inal ex~ination. and had ••a i n been s c cu.ed o f puehinlil
s t udent s ont o the cheap l abour marke t , A m3tric pupil Qed pointed

out that even if thos e metr ic. who R«d wanted t o write t he exams

~ passe d. ve r y few would s o to unive rs i t y and many would be

unemployed . An Oak l and. Hi lh s t udent ~ informed r eport er. that

they were handed f orma as k i ns who wanted t o wr i t e the f i na l

exams , When parents had asked t o be .iven the f orme . students had
object ed because t hey a raued that ,._ are t he ones who eeee r ve

KUtte r educat i on and we are the one s who have t o write, we want
t o dec ide for ourselves~ ~

The news pape r article had .lso reported that at the r ally there

were cha nts of 'freedom now, e ducat i on l.ter ,' This newspeper
ar t icle ha~been u sed by Bundy et a l t o f orward t he s puri ous v i ew

th. t s t udent s t ruc t u re. such as ASAC were infected wi t h

'immediat i~,' They h.ve a riUed th.t leade r s hip a ct ivel y pr omoted

the ' Li berat i on Be f ore Educat i on ' perspective , Thi s i s taken t o

be re f lect i ve o f t hei r po lit i~.l~ r r e= oelty and naivety ,"

However . i t wou ld be pe r fu nc tor y f or an a cademic r e se a r cher t o

c l a i m from t his a l one that ASAC was imbue d wi t h a ' Liber a t ion

Be f of'e Education ' perspec t i ve or ' i mmed i a t i s m, '

I t wou ld be eheef'

conne ct i on with

soph ist ry

e ither

t o Slean from
'Li be rati on

t ha t ehan~ an abs o l ut e
Bef ore Educ a t i on ' or

.. tn , l im !IL'''l .
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' i mmed i a t i sm' , on t he part of ASAC a s a structure . The v ar i ab l es
wh i c h present i tee l f whe n ~kina such a c onnect i on are t oo

bounteou s . Firetly , i nterviewee s have cl a i med t h at s uch a

perspective was no t d i s s emina t e d from the staae {by ASAC l eader s

that ls i . Second l y i t cannot be as cert a lned whe t he r or not thls
did i ndeed come from t he platform . I f i t d id, i t coul d well have
been by an indiVi dual from a &Chool possibly out of the Athlone

area . e e r epr e s ent a t i ve s f rom each schoo l preeent had taken the

platform t o a i ve a s choo l r e port . Thirdly . the meet ina vas c a l l e d

t o po pula riee the immediate ehort-term demands. and no t t o ar gue
that the bo ycot t s hould cont i nue unt l 1 the apart heid e t a t e .

propped-up by the i nt ernat i ona l economic i nfra-etruc t ure o f

ca pita l iem . had f allen . Give n th i S theme , freedom miaht a l so we l l
have meant t he freedom t o or aan iee a t s choo I e. In addl tion, i t

wil l be shown l ater i n t h i a chapter tha t such a ca t eaor i ea t i on

doee not fit well with ASAC' s t houaht.
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3 ) The escalat i on in ths t empo of violent c o n f ron t a tion_

While there wa s a notable increase in the numbe r o f s tudent s

returning to s c hoo l and attending the organised programmes, a nd

s c f orth , this by no means indicated that there was a cessation

i n s t r e e t action and the burning of barricades by students and

unemployed you t h . Beginning immediately a f t e r the Pollsmoor

March , police brutality h a d become an endur ing facet of life for

many r e sidents i n Athlone. At a press confe r ence , two young wome n

had described tha actions of the police . On the day the schocls

were r eopened ( Sep t e mber 17th>, t wo sisters were t ravelling in a

car in Athlone , wh e n p o lice had stopped the c a r . and arrested the

occup a n t s . they were taken to a police station and held

ove r n i gh t _ At the police stat ion both girls were mad e to do

strenuous physical e xe rcises and police had t wice made sexually

abu s i v e suggest i ons. As a r e sult one o f t he m h a d begun to cry.

She recalled,

"J wa s s l a pped across the f a c e a nd t o l d to s hu t up . I
was so e xhausted I collapsed to the ground . I wa e
pulled from the ground by my hair by a b lack po l iceman
and continuously slapped across the f a c e . My breast
we r e punched s eve ral times and . • . the s ame policeman
h it my kne e with a quirt wi t h tremendous f orce . ....

Apart fr om the many s uc h experiences wh i c h took place i n the

sec lusion o f pol ice stations , such brutality had more often been

a isplayed openly . Papers were littered with commun i t y members

recalling how police stormed i nt o a house and attacked children

p laying snakes and l a dd e r s , or whipped a poodle as we l l as a

chained doberman in a backyard. A woma n who was s i x - mon t h s

p r e gnan t , was al so whipped wh en she cros s ed the s t ree t to Visi t a

ne i ghbour." Those bu rn ing barricades i n Athl one, we r e however

not on ly react ing to e vents i n the ir own l ocal area , but to thoe e

in o t her a reas as well . At ma s s meetin~ reve l at ions o f poli ce

a t r oc i t ies were i ncre a s i ng l y drastically. Street action a n d the

engaging of t h e police was thus a broader reaction to events such

as the next one. On September 19th , a y out h in Elaiea River had

•• ~ ,,1 1r l" t J7\1\e1.
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fled when he

and when t.he

he wall' de ad

' En t.oe , wa ar

s aw po l i c e comi ng down t.he r oad . Police gave chaae
or de r came t.o halt. . he . t.opped . "But. lII inut.es l at.er

s hot by a po l iceman etand i ng on l y f our fee t away _

i ll' Hande l a nou?' , a po liceman wa ll' he ard t.o eay a s
he k i c ked t he yout.h l y i ng i n t he e t.r eet . t"

Events such as t.heee vere by no Deane ieal_ted . I n add i tion ,

t he .e events had occurred i n S.pt.e~ber already . be fo re the pe riod

around Oct.obe r , wh i ch Hart in Ha ll had char ac t e r i ee d as t.he

' aPOi ee o f t he r ebel l i on i n t he We et ern Cape . ' Fr om October ,

eecur i t y f orce e and r e ei dent e in t he t own. hips from one
side o f the me t ropo litan a rea to anothe r clas hed da ily,
and by Oct ober 25th a Secur i t y Po l i ce s pokesman
e stimated that e i x ty peopl. had d i.d e inc. Augu.t 28th ,
that damage . t o property tota l led R2. 76 mil l i on and
that t here had been a l mos t t wo t houeand r Il'port ed
i nc i dent s of v i olent confront ation . ,"

By t hi s s t a ge , v io l enc. had be come _ ve ry r e al par t o f the

boycott experience . The oft en unprovoked and unjus t i f ied act. of

brut a l i t y by t.he security f orc es had induced a substant i a l l y high

l evel o f a cr i mony , whi c h i n turn had profusely and cont i nuou s ly
bo Lste r ed the f ervour and support base o f t he boycott. St udent. s

and yout.h i n part i cu l ar had become t he pr im. t arge t a o f po lic e

and a rmy brutal i ty . At h lone had become one of the areae mos t

severe ly inf l icted by auc~ ac tiona . However, as police brutality

e s ca lated eo d id the de fi ance L"lC : ilit ancy . Accordi ng t o a

youth , wha t wall' di f feren t in t h i e ~rio~ waa t hat people had

beco~e Ieee a f ra id of t he po l ice . He r ec a l l ed, " I eaw a gir l wal k

r i ght up to a Cassp i r . ep it a t i t and t hen turn around and c a l ml y
wa l k away • ..•• By Oct obe r . this new f ou."ld br aver y and militancy

had resulted in youth. ar~d onl y with e t on• • or ~trol bomba ,

engaging t he heavily armed eecu r i t y f orc e s. ~re fre que nt l y •

... ...tl r !j l ! V\' " I •
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Des p i t e the fact that ASAC as a student coordinating structure

waa ~trong , thia coord ina t i o n and influence had largely r e mai ned

confi ned t o the organi s ed progr~s whic h were echool -based .

Thus as an organ i s a t i ona l f orce i t had very little dir ec tion o r

contro l ove r stre e t ac t ion . Th is wa s probl emati c because

i nd i acrlmi nat e street action was associated wi t h student

o r gani s a t i o n . The ind iacriminate ac t i ona o f many i ndividual you t h--w.- t hu s t a r n i s h i ng t he publ ic i mage o f the boycott . and

antagonis ing many parents. wh~~ s uppo r t f o r the boycott had

beC Ollle v ita l." This was compounded by t he r ole t hat some liber al

neW8papoera journa. liatl and cOllmentato r a bsd p layed . comparing

s tudents t o

··t h . Khmer- Rouge youth de libe r a tely e vok ing t he
picture o f a brainwashed , moronic , ant - l ike mass o f
youngs t e r s who at t he command of activiats will kil l
and destroy any t h ing . e ven the i r ne.rest a nd dea r e st. a
kind o f debased, dehuman i s ed mass that ac ts in a
parox ya lll o f &e l f -delusion f or · f r e . dom· ."

One suc h ne wspaper arti cle is that wr i t t e n by t he a r r ogant

conserva t ive - l iberal journa l ist . Ken Owen . He wr o t e .

" i s o l a t ed . s e greiated . under-educsted . they don· t know
that they are simpl y cannon f odder " _ They never heard
o f Marx and they carlt s pell d ia l ectical mater i al ism,
but they a r e f o l l owing a MarXis t pre s c riptiol'l . ....

ASAC h ad f ound

because it wa "

Student, leader

attempt to g i ve

action we r e no t

i t e x t remely diffi cult t o d i rec t s t reet action

a largely s pontal'leoua and voluntar y act ion .

could a l s o not be pre s ent 24 hours a day i n an

dir ectio n . Never thelese, t hos e invo l ved i n s t r eet

a homogenous maas . Aa one of t he s tudent leaders

R€I[ poin t ed ou t.

o f c ou r s e there
j olly good f un .
involved because
k i l l ed . • • People
aenae o f why they
beoame t he e ne my,

were many s t ude nts who s a w t h i s as
The majority however did not get
it was fun because you c ou l d iet

e ngaged the pol ice because they had a
were engaiing the polic e . the po l i ce
the r epresentative s of the sta t e a nd

. , ' lm'i.., •• h",h.. ' " IIt i".l lp I"'W'O'.....' . Sbt",lll , mil, 11. 110. '" Sir . .... . I. (NI !.!m...l!.
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t he etatue quo . At t i t ude s to v i olence varied , 1 don ' t
t hink peopl e were i nh er ently v iole nt and I don ' t t hink
the boyc ot t a t tempted t o c reate a eenee of anar chy ..••

In part, t he e t reet act ion can be v i ewed ae a r e su l t of the

economio downturn and i no r e ased l eve l s of unemployment - a sor t
of venting of anger and fruetration , whi ch wa s compounde d one­

hundr ed fo l d by t he brut a l way i n wh i ch t he secu r i t y f orce e had

r eacted t o t he pros pect of students boycot t ing peace fully,

Wi thout a doub~ however , i t was here . on the street , where

studente were i n fec ted with a sense o f immedi a t i sm. Many had

be lieve d t hat e ach s tone t hat t hey t hr ew wou l d weaken the state,
wh i ch wa s r eady to oo lla pae . ' · The pol i t ica l reas ons why some

engaged i n v io lenc~ also vari ed. Whi l e some had ident ified it as

linked t o the ANC's c ampai gn t o r e nder South Afri c aw

ungovernab le, others had l i nked i t t o t he i r relig i ous bel i efs . A

lar ge percentage of Athl ones ' populat i on ;t~e Mu s l im and many

youth had be l ieved the i r ac tions t o be part of a J i had (Holy

War ) . The t ar geta thus chosen were somet i me s di f fe rent as on many

occas ions Muslim-led youth had attacked l i quor t rucks or bottle

stores .

Even though ASAC had at tempted to addr e s s t he rea l ity of v i o lenc e
and indi sc rimina te ac tion , but was not always succes e f ul , i t

• •wou l d be an i n i qui t y no t to cons ide r t he a ttempts made by t ne

organieation t o direct t he se ac t i on s . Becauee vio l ence h ad become

such a r ea l factor , ASAC consc i ouely decided t o address t he i s sue
i n awa reness programmes. Students~ l ooked a t why or ganisations

l ike the ANC had res orted t o ar med struggl e and what their

t arge t s we r e . I t wa s st ressed t hat peopl e engaged in arme d
c ombat , not to cre at e ana r chy , but f or ve ry spec ific r e asons ,

wi t h very s pec i f i c t a rge t s . In part i cular , student l eadership ha d

come out ve r y s t rongly a gainst indi scriminate et on i ngs of bu s s e s

and the inj ury o f dr ivers . For examp l e. a t Belgr av ia, i t was

i~preeeed upon et udent s t hat they f ormed par t of the broa de r
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.tr uggle o f t he working c lass . Those parents ana workers who were

t r ave ll i na t o ana from wor~ were not the e ne my , but were t o be

par t o f worki na c l a as s trugg le . By s ton i ng t hose peopl e and

injur i ng the dr ive rs (who were workers ) s t udent s were i s olat i ng
themselve s fro~ the community and a l i enatins t hose i nj ured from

t he Il truga: l s ."

ASAC haa a lso atte~ptea t o enga ge i n violenc e in a very pr acti ca l

way . Students at ASAC schools haa aec ided via manaates t hat t he y

aid not r ecoani se KrugerB ' Day ana wou l d come t o school i n

ae f i anc e o f t he sta te aec l ar ea ho l i day . A ral ly was held at

Belgr avi a , where t he c once rne a iscuss ed above wer e r e i t e r a t e a .

Student s ~ t hen dec ided that they were go i ns t o bu i l d huge

bar r icades i n a symbo lic r e ject i on o f the day . It wa s explainea

t o s t udents aaain that s t oninga o f c ivilia ns wsre no t i n any way

symbol ic of s t rus a l e . I ns teaa , t heY were t o la t ha t barricaaes
cou l d be eeen ee a s ymbo l o f ae f i ance ana t hat "we cont ro l t he

ar ea . " by keeping t he po lice cue .' I n a pract i ca l demonst r at i on

atua ent s bu i lt bar ricaaes a r ound Hewat and held a meeting i nside

the grounds .'· While the e f f ects of t his were minima l, it d i d
r epre llented an a t tempt t o s i ve po l itical direct i on to the s t r e et

act ion .

Ae a r e llu l t of the cont i nued levels of violence ana count e r-

v 10 1e~ce. aecur 1~, ~orce ~~e~ence in the Ath i one a rea had been

greatly i ncreaee d. I n Ath l one t he a~y and police had begun t o

pat r ol the a r ea in a rlllOured veh ic les a t t hree minut e int e rvale ."

Ae t he r e ac t i on of the s ecur i t y f orce s became mor e s wi f t a nd

har sh . eo did the l evel o f militanc y , as wsll as t he me ans

e~ployed . Hal l ha s po i nted ou t t ha t f r om t he ea r l i e e t s tages o f

the boycott. t ea rgas , wh ips and b i rdehot ha d genera lly bee n used

aaa i nst bar r icades, stones and pet r ol bo~bs, but during October

•• , til; It l,'O'" i.l.
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"exc h",ns es eec eee more leth"'l. .... On October 9th . f or t he f irst

tiDe . peop l e res ponde d t o pol i ce f ire. wi t h QUnfire, f rom behind

a bar r icade in Hi t che l l a Pl", in . Agai n, on October 15th . '" pol i ce
patrol in At h l one Cllllle under Q\lnf ire '" St on inS8 and bur n i ns

b",rr i c",des had al so be come much more fr equent . I n an att empt t o

try and erad icate and cont a i n the levels of 'unreet', on the 15th
of Oct obe r po lice had taken a drast ic measure .

Just be f ore 5pm. in Thornton Road . youtha were s ton i ng all

mun i c ipal and government vehicle s . while lett ing a l l private
vehicle s paea . A SA Transport Service r a i l way truc~ car r ying

large cratee. cruised t owards t he area whe r e the eton i ngs were

t ak ing place . A Journalist present had thought t o himsel f .

"how silly. eec ec ee people would at.cne it . I
expected i t • •• I was wrona. it wa s n - t stoned • • • but a
f ew mi nut e s l a t e r ( t he vehicle r eturned fro~ the
oppos i t e di r ect ion] . .. . .

This t i me the vehi cle wa s stoned. As soon it wa s at oned. t he B

po licemen conce a l e d i n the c r atea sprana up. f ir i ng at t he crowd .

Their action wa e imitated by t he t wo po l i c emen s itting i n f r ont .

d iaQ\lieed as truck dri vere . Al t oge t her 39 r ounds o f AAA buckshot-~ f i r ed indiscriminate ly . s ven after t he crowd had begun t o

flee. Altogether 3 you t h l!l we r e k i l l ed and 30 were s e riously
wounded ." The act i on wa s planned by 3 hiah ranking offi ce r l!l from

t he SAP l Col one l) SA Rai lway Police l ~a~ er) . and SADF
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(rL~eutenant). The ne x t day a polic e s pokespereon ~ s t ated that

u:;..runarked vehicle s would cont i nue t o be u s ed in that manner."

~n obvi ous conssquence wa s a ~ss ive increase in t he l evels o f

~treet v iolence . On Fri day the 18 t h , t h e SADF , in a massive

~~eplay o f f orc e , launched the s e c ond l a r gest i n ter na l mi litary

oO pe r a tion, in an attempt t o · r e s tor e l a w and o r de r. ' 100 ' s o f

S ADF members , armed wit h automatic rifle s cover e d the e nt i r e

length o f Bel i ravi a Ro ad a t 5 mete r i n t e rva ls. They were

a c c ompanied by 30 Buffe l armou red tro op c a r r iers in Belgravia

R oad and Alouet te hel icopters , which Cir c led t h e area . The t roops

c onducted h ou s e t o hou ee s e a rch e a and ~ s t op ped each c a r

ent e r in.ll and le avi n.ll the eree ." Thi s however did not have t h e

desi red e f fec t and~ soon , ba r ric adee were a blaze a s a in . The next

d a y thousands ~ atte nded ma e s funerals in Ath lone and

Guguletu , ' .

" !.:I!l. 1lI111il. h , . ," "I lin " ,., ttl 1"1 t. ""'1 .ut i., I n ri.' t.. " " h llH .i I"" _ui •• •
.,. ,Iv ...... " C.......I••

.. t1ll 11\lt ,ll .

•• ell' httl :r,ll 'i ' .

119



4 ) Exaainatione and the Stete o f E-rcene:r

On the same day that the TroJan horse incident t ook plac e . ASAC
Pad r eleaaed a pre s s a t atement which ~ a r iUed that it was

impos sible t o wr ite the exame under such cond it i ons . I n a dd i t i on.

ASAC ~ al~ etated t hat because the ~ority of s tudents had
not attended cla s s e s for t he past two and a ha l f POnth• • writina

exams on t he entire ey l l abue wou l d be f raudulent and wou l d make

gu t t e r e ducat i on even more autter . I t had urged t hoae at udent .

that had wante d t o wr ite "t o act in s ol i dar i t y with the rest of

t he s tudent po pu l a t i on that waa unable t o writ e exams and no t to

take dec ision. aa "co l ou r e ds " . "I nd i ans" or any ot he r s epar a t e
group . ....

SYnchronouely , Allan Hendrickse had ~unced that at the Labour

Party Congr ee•• Carter Ebrshi~ had suppl ied t hs names of 42

teache r s and pri ncipal s who .ay have aee ieted boycot ting

et udente . Thsse teachers were now be ine i nvest iga t e d by t he DEC.

At t he Congress , Ebrahim had al eo Questione d t he c red i b i l i t y o f
""ECTU .·· In response . Yueuf Gabr u , Cha irpereon o f WECTU had

declarsd. " I f I'll" Ebrah im doubt s t he cre d ibi lity of WECTU . we are
c er t a i n tha t I'll" Ebrahim . sleeted by a paltr y per cent age, haa no

c redibi l i t y a t a ll . The who l e of WECTU wi l l r e act agai nst any

a ct i on taken agai nst t he 42 teachers . .• •

"~i le ASAC had al r eady made a ca l l . a sking s t udent e t o boycott

t he eX&lll8. i t had al eo i ne leted t hat the f i nal dec1 8 10n had t o be
take n via a sec r e t ba llot at al l echoo l s. · · However . f or maxim~

un i t y , a co l l ec t i ve decision based on democr a t ic cent ra lism , a nd

not an ind ividua l dSi-i a i on wou ld be t s ken . This meant t hat a ll

schools had t o abide ~th t he ~ority decision . Si x days l a t e r •

.. 'lOtI Illittl lollitlll I f lotI it ll h " l. ' Ill hlihtll [ . i l il n it lfi, th j Umh,,, l I"till tiotl "hI tl .
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afte r a l l Pandates had been taken . s tudents themselves haa
de~ratically dec i ded t hat t he exama wou ld no t be wri t t en . Spes

Bona was the one s chool , (out of the s i xteen thst ASAC ~
repreeented at that time ) wher e t he mandate h ad be en i n favour o f

wr i t i na . u In add i t i on t o declarina that t he exams c ould not be

~T i tten because they we re fraudu l e nt . A$AC had not on l y

r e i t e rated i t s t en shor t-t erm demands , but had als o requested
that al l e tudente . i ncluding matric s be a l l owed t o r e t urn t o

s choo l t he f ollowing year and that t he exams be postponed t i l l

Har ch . I t had also come ou t mor e st r ongly against any teache r
v i c ti ll'l i sation . ' ·

At t hat s tage however t here wae no regional c onsen sus amongst

students about bo ycot t i na exams or t he minimum demands r equ ired
to r etu rn t o · norma l" schooling . In earl y Oct obe r , al t hough t he

I ~ter Regional For um ( I RF) waa l aunched as a sucoessor t o WECSAC.

and r epre s ent ed SAC 's, not individual schools. t o say that the

thought o f d if fe rent areas ~ hYbri~, would be a aros s

und er s tatement.

Firs t l y . i n the i nitial period. no t all SAC·s (e s Pec i a l l y the

~~CSCO SAC· a ) had a ff i liated t o the IRF . WESCO . wh i ch was f orme d

a s a successor t o COSAS, i n t urn did not enjoy the a f fili ation of
t he J o i nt SRC·s . By t ha t s taae. t he Joint SRC· ~ had a l r e ady

drawT. ~~ t~e ir ~w~ ~e~~~~. ~acke~ ~y t he P~C . and had a l ready
deCided not t o wr i t e the exams . So~e o f the WESCO SAC·s. such as

HIPSAC (Mi t che l l s Pla in ) had i ndi v i dua l l y dec i de d on 16

preconditions be fo re r e t urn i na t o c l ass es . on t he 21st a lre ady,
( the day before ASAC) i t had dec i ded t o boycot t t he exams . "

On t he

Haro ld

other hand the SOYA aligned schoo l s like Livinast on e a nd

Cr essy , had not been out on a f u l l- sca l e boycot t s i nce

" II !!. t.holn ,. " ' Il !, ,,' lito. ~(I'" l lot 11...1 ... .... <1...... 1.1I",n 4,1: '1,.,1. 1 .1 ISA( ...Ii."i .
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they returned t o school . on the 2nd of Oct obe r , but had comb i ne d

awareness proarammee with academic wor k ." They we re push i ns f or
t he demands to be cut . Thus on t he 12th of Oct ober , the IRF had

announced that t he cond i t ione f or a return to . chool was - a l l

exams be postponed ; SRC ' s and PTSA ' s ar e unbann ed ; s ecur ity

~ards are removed, all t eachers tranafer r e d or dismis s ed durina

t he boycott ars reinstated ; all charae. against children arreeted

dur ing the boycot t are dropped ; a ll state bursari es are paid ou t
and awar e nees programmes are i nc l uded in the schoo l cur riculum . o,

I t had thue i anored the demands that t he J oint SRC' s we r e making .

I t had al so omi t t e d t he lift ing of the State o f Emergency and t he
u nbanning of or l anisations (e s pec i a l l y COSAS ) .

In a pre-dawn SWOOp . on Friday the 25t h . the day the OiT

( ext er na l) ~triculation . xame were to beain. police ~ det. ined

69 people under section 50 o f the Interna l Security Act . Almost
the e nt i r e executive of the UDF in the Western Cape, a s we l l ••

• tudent leader II were &IlIona llt those detained .oo The f ollowina day,
~.,

the Emergency ftM lie.,1 ex t ended t o the We s t e r n Ca pe. Unde r the

Emergency r esulat iona anybody cou l d be ar r ested f or an indefinite

period without a warrant of a r r eat , wi t hout tri. l and with no

access t o f ami ly, l awyers or courts o f 'law. '

Under the Eme r ge ncy r ecu lati ona , t he Diviaional r o l i c e

Commiss i one r . ~~d ~an .~.en d ~.cr.t lor.a:y ~werB t o ban

or aan i ea t i ona and meet1nas and so f ort h . Al an Hendric kse had
announc ed t hat the ~in r eason t hat the Eme rgency w• • ex tended to

the Western Ca~) was t o normalise the situation in educa tion and
to protect those students who wi s he d t o wr i t e exam inations .o' The

Commi s sioner f or the We stern Ca pe had thus prescribed 100

orgenisat i one, inc1ud ina ASAC, CAL, t he IRF, J oint SRC' s , NOM,

Thor nh ill . SOYA. t he UOF. WECTU . WECSOO and al l PTSA's and SRC 'e

0> b!.1 l7\I. \lI.
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frolrl ho l dins any lrleet ings .·· He had also gaze t t e d a spec i f i c
sec tion on t he ··Cont r ol of School Boycotts '· in wh i ch

"no r egillt ered pupi l a t any schoo l •• • wh i l et being on
the &Chool premilles durina the hours wh i Ch tu it10n i s
norma lly Si ven , may be out s ide a cla llllroom, unlellll it
is durina a pre scribed br e ak . or duri ng t he per10d from
e nt er i na t he school premilllls until the commencement of
the Ilchool proaramme . No pupil whi lst on the premille s
may par t ake in any activit iell which ar e not or de r ed by
the personnel of t he school , and wh i ch doea no t have
any bearina on h1s tui tion at such a s chool • • • no
person s hall t each . addreee or epeak t o any pup i l e in
any r espect o f any matter which does not f or m part o f
t he official l y preec r ibed ay llabull or wh i ch ie not
nece s s ar y f or the purpose s of tui t ion i n acc ordance
wi th the ay l l abus or t he cont i nuat ion of norma l
ac tivi t ie " .. ••

In add it ion . it was illega l f or anybody who was not a Ilta ff

membe r or a r e gi s t e r ed student a t a &Chool to be on t he premi se e .

It was a l so compu l sor y f or al l r eg i s te red studen~to be a t Ilchool
dur i ng the time of lessons. unlees express pe rmiasion wa s g i ve n

in writing by a melrlber o f the 'force , .n Any failure t o c omply

with these r eaul a t i ons was cons i der ed a b reach o f publ ic safety

and cou l d r e sult i n i ndefinite detention .

Aa a r e sul t of the dec laration of the Emer gency in the We s t e r n

Cape . the dieparitie s &monget student s t ruc t u r e a had deprec i ated

cons i de rab l y and on the 28 th o f Oct obe r . a more representative

l ~F wh i ch now r eprellented 80 Hi ah s choe l e in t he We stern Cape .

~ decided not t o wr i t e the eKtlms . In a etateme nt issued t o the

Cape Times. the IRF had etated. t hat "we have democratic a lly

dec i ded . and have been mandated by thousands o f students. as

s t udents of the oppr e s sed and exploited. we will not wr i t e any

exams . The y a«a a lso condemned those students who want e d t o

.. hw.... t .. til l III . I. 1111. I ll i l t. , II III " j l , j" . I· j", I, tit h Olm ..1 tlM ill i" " II tit l.. tl
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· · ~ tab our ~trulili le in the bac k

dec i a ion t aken by the IRF on t he

by i oing againat the de~c rat ic

writinJil of exeee . .. ••

Late r t hat week , WECTU bfJlf c~ out in f ull suppor t of the

dec ision t o bo ycot t exams and IMrn ar gued t hat '"t o write

exami na t ions now , unde r these condit i ons WQu l d be perpet uat i nJil
~tte r educ at i on i n i te woret f orm" I t Mrlr a l eo ca ll ed upon a l l

teacher e not t o i nvigi l ate or .ark t he " f r audu l e nt and anti­

educat i onal exame - , and ar~ed that i t wa s t he co~ni ty whi ch

shoul d s e t a date f or t he eXaDe, not the depart~nt . ·· The stand

take n by t eachers and s tudenta ~ a lec unde rwri t ten by a ll

pr o Jil r e s a ive or gan i aa t ions i ncluding the UDF . CAL, NUH , SAOOS.
Thornhill and the va s t maJor ity of PTSA ' e .··

De s pi t e t he fairl y wi de suppor t - networ k establi shed by a tudenta

wi t h commun i t y organisationa , even under the E~ersency, the

or s an i a a t iona l apace t hat had eXiated ear l ie r h ad narrowed
consi de r ab ly. Regulationa had not on l y banned public meetinsa,

but i t had al ao de facto banne d al l awar eneas prOirammes or

boycot t inJil . At many achool a police and the SADF i n Cas ap i r s and

other a r mour ed vehi cles had i nvaded achoola where awar eness

pr OJil r 8lllllles were tak i ng place . At Be llir a v i a
l

f or example , wh i l e
a tudente. wer e holding an awarenesa programme, a messive squadron ~

pol i ce end t he a r my had antered the s choo I e . Seve r a l s tudents

suspec ted o f be ing s t udent laadere. ~ere a rrested (bu t i n r e a l i t y­onl y one o f t he ~re "s en i or ' l ea de r s a t the echool~
detaine d ) . Ot he r etudente were t aken into t he c l aesrooms ,

i ntimidated and i nt e rrogat ed . .... Such a ct i on had tnade it

i ncreasing ly ha rd f or boyc ott ing students t o go t o echoo l s . By
t he 3r d of November, a l ready 3 16 peop le had been detained unde r

the Emersenc y r egu lat i ona .
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The s t a te had spared no expense trying t o s mash the boycott o f

ex ams . Firstly, the matricul at i on exams had been moved t o

~i 1itary ba s e s e o that they could not be d i srupted. Secondly,

during the i nternal examinations ( f or s t ud e n t s from s t d 6-9 ) many

school s were ove r r un by secu r i t y f orces patrolling the school s

wi th s hot guns a nd batons . Third l y , the department tr i ed t o harass

and i n t i mi d a t e the ove r 190 teachers who had r efu s e d to

admin i s t e r the exams ." Dur ing the examina t ions they were the

on l y rema i n i ns members of t he s c hoo l communi t y ( e xce pt those

stud e nt s wishing to write exams ) a l l owed onto the schools . As a

r e su l t o f their c onf ron t a t i ona r y stand the state ~ acted

a ga i ns t them i n several wa ys . Firstly , 13 teachers we r e s us pend e d

c r di smi s s ed , while 69 were ha d the ir sa lary c heques f or November

and December docked . In addit ion , b y December more than 50

t eacher s had been det.eaned;"

During the Emergency a t the time o f exams , ASAC a nd SRC's we r e

isolated from pa r ente a nd t eachers a nd students . The most that

t he y could have done ( a nd did ) wa e t o send let t e r s t o parente and

s tudents urg ing the~ no t to wri t e because a d emocratic decision

had been t aken . At Sinto~ for example , the SRC ha d requested that

parents support the boyc ott o f e xams i n order to protect their

teache r s . They had argued that the l r teachers had taken a u n i t e d

s tand of not a dmi n ist e r i ng exams , because s tudent s had o n l y

completed a fr a c t i on o f the eylle~~e a~d ccu ld no t pcssibl y pass

the exams. Even i f they had passed, t hey wou l d not be a b le to

cope the next year . The SRC ha d a l s o i nfo rme d parents a bout t he

doc king o f teachers · pay c heques and had u r ge d t hat i f parents 22
not send the ir chi l d r e n t o write t he exams , the cr i sis t h at the

t eache r s f ace d coul d be aver ted because there would be no

students to i nvigila t e . · · At Gr oenvle i t oo, 40 ou t o f t he schoo l s

50 t e a chers ha d refu sed t o admi n iste r t he e xams . Teachers

" ltlli. 1i\!lI!5•
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the~se lvea had s ent out letters to par ente ar~ini t hat the l aat

for~al le s s ons had taken p lace on the 29 t h of J uly and that t he

exa=e wer e anti- educationa l . They had a leo atated t het the va at

~.Jority o f students were not ioini t o write the exams and it waa
the re fo re clear tha t the exams wou l d be d i s rupted . ,M

Agai n . i i ven t he r epre as i ve c l i Dete i t BUet be re~e~bered that
because t e achers we r e the onl y one s legally present at the

achool , t hey pl ayed a cruc i al~ in this pe r iod . Alain in At h l one,
like eve r ywhere el s e , this pr oc e s s wa s extre~ely uneven. Firs t l y ,

at Rylands High nobody wrote ex~. bacauae t he depart~nt h.d

promoted et udent a accord ing t o the i r previou s r e sult• .••• At
Sinton nobo dy had wr i t t en the internal exams , because a l l 43

t e achers h ad re fuaed t o admini ste r exams. At Groenvle i, 3

teachers we r e arre s ted by t he SADF in f u l l v i ew of the students .

The SADF had t hen t a ken ove r the invi8ilation of exams . A. a
r esult very f ew studente wr ot e a t Groenvle1. ,.,

At Balgr.via the SRC and PTSA had .ent out a l ette r to pa r e nts

informing t hem t hat a de moc r a t io deCis ion had been t aken and t hat

it waa not in the beat e duc at i ona l i nteres4 0f t he ir childr en to
wr i t e the exams . However on l y 1 teecher had Dede a clear etand

and the f ew t eache r s who d id suppor t t he students ' deciaion had
rema i ned Quie t. ,.. Deap ite the mandate taken on the exalll iSl!lue ,

~y ataff ~~bers ha~ =e~~~ t o contact par e nt e , false ly

i nfor mini them that the maj ority o f students were io i ni to write .
As a r es ult o f thi s , about 300 students had cOllie t o wr i t e the

exams at a s chool wi t h one of the strongeat SRC' s, In a deeperate

and b i t te r a nonymous l e t t e r t o parents , Belir avia students had
s eve re l y c r itic iaed the t.aching s t a f f. They had l i s t e d t he names

o f 7 teacher a (amongs t ot her s) who had played a n overt r o l e, in

"ae l l i ni ou t the s t ude nt IIIOvelllent at Belaravia . "
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" I t would appear that these pere ons don' t have the
fe intest i d s e o f democracy ... Are they true e ducators
or d o they on l y f orm pert of the fasc iet state
mac h i n e r y that producee ' l i t t l e c o l ou r e d s ' and ' l i t t l e
indians' etc? Whi le 4J of their c olleaguee at Sinton
were threatened that their s ala r y cheque s would b e
withheld . these . Botha Boys ' were administe rinK
e xams . .. •••

Such r e s e n t me n t and bitterness was n ot i s olated o r one - s i de d . but

r e p r e s e nt e d the blatant reality o f the sever e d i v ision wh i c h had

e merKed between those who wanted to. or suppor t e d t he wr i ting of

e xams , a nd tho s e that did not. At many echools s t udente had

d i s rupted the exams . Some parente. armed with gune had come t o

s cho o l t o ensur e that the ir ch ildren would b e a l l owe d t o wr i t e.

The pol ice did not deter such acti on . At Groenvl e i f or example .

after a tea c h e r had sugKeeted t o a s tuden t that ehe c ou l d not

wri t e exams unde r cond i tions s uch a s t hes e. with troops allover

the s c h oo l , s he stormed out and informed her father , wh o wa s

sitt ing in h is car . parked ou t sid e the school. He then rushed

i n t o t h e s ch oo l. brandiehing a gun and hurling abuse and started

t o search for t he teacher. The t e a c her , who fled f or obv ious

r e a s on s , r a n i n t o t he princ ipal~ ' o f fice . whe re t he o f fice r in

char ge o f the secur ity f orces a t the s c h oo l wa s p r esent. Alth ough

the lIchool was teeming wi t h secur i ty forces . nobody di s armed t h e

parent . The t eacher wa ll t old b y ths o f fice r that the pol ice were

there to protec t s t ud e n t s who wanted to write e x ams , not t e a c hers

who wi shed to s top t h e m.··· I n many homes t he queetion o f whe ther

o r not to wr i te was a l so a ge nerationa l conflict, wi th s tudent s

not wanting t o write. while parents fe l t ot herwise. Amongst the

s t udent mae s a s well , many d iv is i o ns eme rged . A teache r had

stated , ..t.hcee who a re go i ns t o be promot ed at t he end o f t h i e

ye ar will be b r ande d a e sell-outs by their pee r s . The oleavage as

t i me a c e e on s e t s mor e and more b i t t e r a nd int ense . .....
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While i t cannot be a c c urat e ly ascerta ined how ~any s t u d e n t s hsd

;~~n t h e e x lUlll!l ,'·· not al l s tud e nt s who wrote were po l i t i c ally

con~ervat iva . Some ha d ~rely c ome to wr i t e the i r name e o n the

sc r i p t eo that they wou l d be r eadmitted t o school the next year ,

wh i l e o t h e r s were f o r ced t o wr i t e the e x ama b y their pa r ents .

Conv e rse l y , it i e alao inc o r r ect t o a s e ume t h a t e v e r y s t u dent who

did not writ~ did eo ou t o f politica l~ conecie nc e o r

c o nv i c t i on . Many h a d not wr i t t e n f or f ear o f recr i~inetion .

The e x ams however , were s l a ted by a broad s pect rum o f

educational ist s a nd c onmun i t y o r ga n i s a t i o ns , as farc i cal and

frau du lent . First l y, ths a x ams ~ c ov e r e d a n e nt i re a y l lebus,

whi l e a tudents had on l y c ov e r e d half the yeara · wor k . Sec o nd ly ,

t here wer e r e porta o f wi de s pre a d and . r osa i r reau larities . A

stat.~ent a i gne d b y ov e r 155 polit ical o r g a nisation e , c hu rch e s ,

s po rts, c u l t u r a l a nd e ducation bod i ee , b«O s la t e d the e x ams a s

f r a u dulent. It ~ sta t ed that t he v a a t ~ority o f a t u d e n t s had

no t wr itten e xams . Thoae t h a t had "ri tte~ were a l lowed t o cop y

f rom notes and were shown t h e exam scr i p t s be fo re the t i _ ( a t

Hanenber g Senior Se COndarYI f c r e x amp l e, thr e e d a ys be f o re the

t ime ) . The s t a t e men t aed:a l s o a a id t h a t s t u de n t s h a d be e n a s s ured

t ha t merely putt in. you r name on an exam sc r i p~ auar anteed a

pass . Thie, t h e s e bodi es )wnf" a r gued, wa. " t h e i nevita b l e ou t COIDE!

o f the decisio n t o f o r c e s t udent s to wri te exams fo r wh i c h the y

ceou l d nut be ¥re .,&r e c. . ..... n:.e de~ !!!'" t~ent ~ a lso a t t empt e d t o

d i s guise the h i gh f ai lure r a t e b y add ing u p t o f ift y o r e i xty

ma r ks , t o o r i g i na l r esult ., .···

Rumour e h a d bee n c i r cul a t i n g from mi d-Septembe r a l r e a dy t hat t h e.....
d e pa rtment wae . oin. to~action • • ains t t ho e e teache r s who o ppose d

its o f f i c i a l pre s c r i p t i ons . By t h e 4t h o f Dec e mbe r , the day

••, I_ ~' I I. "cil 101 ",..1M U~ l t ~ He wi tI , i" j till 10 lit f i..! Itf , t I~ " I 'l l "''' m " , I, " i I,
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s chools c los ed. 130 t eachers had bs s n dismi s s ed , r estricted or
trans fe r r ed . ..• At DEC school s in the Athlone srea. t here were 9

from Sinton , 1 f rom Belgravi a , 5 f r om Groenvle i and 2 from Ned

Doman.' " In addition. a t Rylands Hi gh. a lthough t here were no
exami na t ione and therefore no Quest i on of i nv i gi lation . 11
' tempor ar y ' teacher s we re fi red and 11 per manent t eache r s were

t ransfer red . Al l t hose t ransferred were sent out side t he Cape

Fr ovince. some t o ar ea s as remote as Fi et Retief. Pie t e r sbur g .

Br i ts . Barb{ ton . Vereeniging and Rustenburg. " '

Once t he schools were close d, ASAC a s a s t r uc t ure . r epr esentative

o f students . did no l onge r exist . Unde r the Eme r gency . not only

were it s baees , the schools. out of bounds. eo wa s any public
meeting . The only t errain where a modicum of publ i c

or ganisat i ona l s pace remaine~ was in t he we l l a ttended c andle­

l i ght marches against the Emergency. i n a r eae such as At h lone.
The se v i g i ls (ever y Wednes day from the 13th of November) . were

we l l support ed . wi t h over SOX of At hlone res i dent s switch ing of f

t heir l ights .'" The ot he r we apon that the oppres s ed cou l d etill

wield. a lbe i t on an individua l and l es s b l atant ba e i e. wae the
consume r boycott . In Decembe r. a wi de range o f or gani s a t i ons had

l aun ched a ' Christmas of Concern Campa i gn ' aga inst the Eme r gency ,

in which they had advocated an intensificat ion of the c onsumer

boycott . ..• Apart from these t wo means. and exclud i ng the

Unvr i an ieed s tree t v io l ence . or crg~n l sed . but clandest i ne a rmed­

a t t acks . which had become more f requent i n the Weetern Cape.

there was very li t tle ot he r way f or protest ac t ion.
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5) Excavating ASAC' a nwuaht and 50_ of t he IBINeB It Conf ront ed

Dur ing t hiB period. beginning wi t h the c l oBur e of schoo 115. t he re
were many new deve lopPent B. These occur r ed with such rapidity

tha t i t PUBhed and pul l ed Bt udent or i an i e s t ion in a ~yriad o f
di f fe rent d i r ec t i onB. It i a on t h i a period tha t acade~ia hea

focu~ed much of i t B c r i t i c i Bma. tha t i a wi th r ega r ds t o
'imme di a t i am' and ' Li be r a t i on Before Educ at i on ' . However . many of

t he i r c r i t i c iama o f atudent or gani ea t ion ar e not a l waye we ll­

f ound ed . particularl y wi t h r egards t o ASAC . In part. the 'ivory

towe r ' approac h wh i ch is adopted l ea ds t o a kind of detachment

wh i ch e schewa an e xami nat ion of a ver y r eal s i tua tion. I n par t

t his i s der i ved f r om the fac t that it is wr i t t e n much l a t e r. i n a

tot a l l y different e poch . wi t hout accounting f or the reality of a
bygone era and t he r e a l i SBue s conf r ont i ng e t udent or gan i s a t ion.

Ar gu i ng a ga i net INch an a pproa ch howeve r . doe e not Dean aes uming

t hat eve r yt h i ng the s tudent or gani s a t i on d i d wa s i nharent l y aood

or cor r ect. but i t ia an attempt t o rect ify t he of t en unwarranted

and ha r sh c r i t ic i eme that academia ha B of t en d i ehed- out .

Car t e rs' c lolNr e of s chool e and t he res t rictions pl a ced on the

a ctiVitie s a t schools . had t he e f f ec t of a djust i ng the broade r

pel i tica l f ocue of the boycot~ t o i nclude and e levate the

atruaa l e in &Cheel s. f e r ccntr~ l ~! education . in a conc r e t e wa y .

At i te ve r y firet r a l l y { Au~st 6t h >. ASAC had argued f or a link
be t wee n t he schoo l (etudente ) and the c ommun i t y . Howeve r . be fo r e

t he c loaure of echc ole , t h i e l i nk wa e more eymbol ic than

pr ac tica l . The c l oeure o f achoo l ., however . had effectively un i ted

etudent a with t he cOlNl'lun i t y i n a "bo nd o f ang er . ..". A direc t

cons equence o f c lo eur e and eubeeque nt reopeni ng o f ac hoo l a. was

the pr olife r ation o f PTSA ' s and i n th is period. mor e than 21

PTSA 's hed been f onned i n t he Western Cape. " ·
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~~1 1e the c losu r e of school s and s o f orth had created a new f ound

pract1cal un1ty between the schoo l s and the commun1t y . wh1ch waa
s een 1n the f orma t1on of PTSA 's. these bod1es of t en po s se s s ed

1nterna l s ch1sma that pulled in d i fferent direct1ons . Weber has

po1nted ou t that teachers and parents ha d lagged f a r behind

s t udent s in t e r lllS of their maes baeis and lIl i l1 t ancy.' " Many

parente and t eache r s had no t seen t he PTSA as a veh icle t o t ake

cont ro l o f the echool s 1tuat1on from the department . but as a

~eans to get students t o retur n t o c l a s s e s . As s uch the un1ty

w1th1n some PTSA ' s had be en a f r agi le one . As the spectra o f t he

f 1nal exami nat ions l oomed lar ge r. ths tension betwee n these
groups ~ gr ow1ng . The i ncrease 1n the scale o f pol1ce

brut a l i t y dur i ng th i s pe r10d hsd on l y s e r ved t o w1de n the gap .

w1th student s be com1ng more mil i t ant . Because there wa s an e qual

rat i o of parents, teachers and student s i n these bod1es, some o f
the mor e conservat1ve par e nts and teachers ~ o f ten formed an

a l 11ance. and attempt ed t o bul ldoze s t udent. 1nto r e t u r n1ng t o

c l a eee s . Many atudents had begun t o cl a 1m that in the1r PTSA · s.

conse rvat ive parenta and t eachers had attempted t o h i J a ck the

s t udent sl struggl e . Consequent l y Within these PTSA·s . s tUdents had

be~ to fo~ caucus gr oups with progresaive teachers and
parent s ...,

These teneions with in t he PTSA had bee n exacer bated by NUM and

those wi t h s i mi lar tende~t1al c~~rents ( eueh as SOYA in t he

student eector . and t he email TLSA group with i n WECTU ) Wh i ch ha d

repeat ed ill 1960 ant i - bo ycott s tance . ..• In t he pe.m.ph lets t ha t
NUM r e l eas ed du r 1n. t h1 s period , t hey bad a r gu ed s t rongly against

cont inu i ng the boycot t and Ada made the call f or "Educ a t i on

Be f ore Liberation . " They arsued that ( f or mal) educa t ion was

i mportant becaus e i n a paat-revolut ionar y c ount r y. i t i s

i mportant for pe opl e t o be educat ed in or der t o mai nt a i n t he

1nf r ast ruct u r e of the count r y as "on l y i nformed . th1r.k i na , adults
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will be a b l e to dec ide h ow the count r y i s r un in the i nte reets o f

.11 i te people . '4'. Thue i n t h e f irst week aft e r the t e rm had

s tar ted . SOYA\ NUH i nflue nce d s c h oo l s such as Liv insstone had

e ithe r r e tur ned t o schoo ls and c~bined fo~l achoo l ing wi t h

awareness p roa r amme e. o r schoo l s l i ke Ha ro l d Creesy had r etu rne d

t o norma.l school1 na , for • wh ile a t l e a s t . ,.. HUH ~ a leo

bel ieved thet PTSA "s. and not e tuden te v ia t h.ir SRC' s or

o raan ieation s / should de c i de whe t h e r o r not t o suspend t he

boyc c t t.

ASAC 'a , f ollowin, Thor nhill "s thou,ht . wa e ~arked i n its

di stinct ion t o its posit i on o n PTSA "s and Educat ion VS

Liberation . Based on the dis cu s s i on s that we r e takin, pl ace at

the t i~e wi t h s tuden t s ( r e liberation before educat i o n vs

. duc. t ion be f o re libera t ion ) Dull.h Oma r N had wr i t t e n a paper on

t h e school eitua t ion . whi c h wa. i n circulation amonas t t h e

leade rshi p frOlll school s i n t he At h l ons a rea . In i t , h e bad'" a r gued

that wh ile

- s l o ga n s are ve r y i mpor tant in the s t ru••le
Obv i ou s l y .11 slo a ans are no t a pp ropriat. . So~ have
ov e r generalieed and ove r - s l c p l i f i e d . Ot h e r s d isa rm
people . The elo.an "e duca tion befor e libe ration " i s
designed t o dis s rm . On the oth e r hand " l i ber a t i o n
be fo r e e d uc at i on " r ef l ec t e • mi sund e r stand in. o f t he
p r oces e o f s oc ial chsni e . , . the i n t ent ion behind t h e
elogan has b.en , ood , namely t hat t here wi ll neve r be a
real and ~roper e ducational s ystem i n th is countr y
u~~ i l liberet i cn i s ach i e v e d . But gre at care must be
taken that i n the etrusgle f or l iberat ion , that we do
no t r e j e c t the pro c e s s o f educat i ng ourselves , wh ich
mus t go on a ll t he t i me . .. ...

tar,e l y throu , h t he influe nce o f the Thornhill membe r s in ASAC,

mo a t o the r l eade rs i n the ori&niee~io~ h a d never f orwarded the
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s l ogan ' l i ber a t ion be fo r e education " in t he ir speeches f r om

platfo~ and i n t he pamphlet. they produced. a e had been dona by
a mi norit y of t he UDF eupportinl SAC 's , Instead. ASAC had argued

t hat the organ i se d wor k i ng c l a s e was t he vanguard of the struggle

f or l iberat i on and it wa s only under the i r l eadership t hat t he
government cou l d be over t hrown . For ASAC . t he s t udent s ' boycott

"waa only telllporary and i t was only a we apon that wa s used . one

of t he many thousanda that we used to chal l en8e the s ys tem on
part i cu l ar issuea , - ... These s ent illlent s are als o pre s ent in on e o f

t he few video-rec orded r a l l i e a in 1985 . At a Joint r a l ly c al led

by Thornhill Reaidente and Youth and A$AC . Just two days a f t e r

the Pollsmoor Har ch . when Athlone waa ablaze and tempe re had

r eached f eve r pi tch bec auee o f the 28 deatha that had occu r r e d .

t he ASAC s peake r bad"" t o l d t he aud ience t ha t " we~ a e . t udent • •

r e a li se t ha t on our own . we c annot ove r t hr ow the gove~nt . we

need to defi ne our r o l e [mor e c arefullY] , .... . ASAC l eade r a b-:t"

also ar gued that "wa wer e not bo ycott i ng education , .4.. At the

s ame rally , the Belgravia SRC banner . wh i ch wa s promi nently
d ~splayed . ~ r e ad ' Un i t ed Ac t i on For A Bet t er Education' , Thia

a l ogan . wh i ch was t he Belgrav ia SRC 's mot to , ~never changed as

the boyc ott progressed and even 1n t he b i t t er let t e r written t o
parents. about teachera. the e l ogan s e r ve d a s t he heade r . ·..

In a l l the s tudent i nterv i ews i t ha~ been made ~atant ly c l ear

that t he os mar-de that h~d be e n put fo rwar~ were i mmed iat e and
short- t e rm demands . Wh ile ASAC member. cer t a i n ly wanted the

over t hrow of t he s t a t e . t h i s waa not a pr e cond i t i on f or the

r eturn t o school e , Additionally. the f act that ASAC had not

r egarded the demand f or a a ing l e democrat i c educa t i on sys t em with

an of f icia l l y r ecogn i aed syl l abua of ' peopl~ educati on " . aa a

s hort -te r m de mand , wa s based on t he unde r s t and i ng that such a n
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educat ional eystem coul d be atta i ned after the over throw of t he

s t a t e , wh i c h only the o r 8an ised workers cou l d do.

Why then d id ASAC push so s t r ongly f or t he boycott t o c ontinue

when t hey r e t urned to schoo ls in October. where as some

organisations and i ndividuals began t o pu l l i n opposit e

direc t ionf. Fi r s t l y , ASAC ~d a r gue d that i n the repressive

climate that they had found t hemse lves in . where secu r i t y fo rces

had f l ooded t he At hl one area . and s tr i ngen t pr escriptions were

p l aoed o n the act i v i ties of students. pare nt s and teache rs a t

schools, t he clima t e was not conducive to return to ' nor ma l'

school ing. ASAC~argued t ha t a r eturn to classes at t hat stage

would not onl y l ead t o demor al isa tion amongst the radi cal ised

s t udent mass . but more i mportantly, if students ~ returned to

s choo ls under s uch a r epres sive c lima t e , atudent o r gani s at i on.

e s pec i a l l y a t the weaker school s , was likely to collapse. Al l the

acade mi c liter ature which has c rit i cised students. f or what t hey

be l i eved t o be a 'l iberation f irs t ' a pproach to t he short-ter n

demands, ha~ neve r atte mpted to provide an a lte r na t i ve or

consider the practicali t ies of wha t i t wou l d have meant fo r

student o r ganisat ion . if s tudente had deoided to retur n a t t hat

stage. Academics have praised t he SPCC conf e r ence for forwarding

t he s l oga n Peopl~ Education f or Feopl~ Powe r. However , this i s

done Wi t hout e ve r questioning who wou l d implement these

progr~~ee. ASAC ~~d Br6~ed tha~ while the implementation of an

alternative eduoa t i on syst em was not a precondi t ion fo r the

return t o olaase s, t he y had a r gued t hat only if SRC' s a nd other

student structure s eurvive~ oould t he al t ernat ive programme s

continue when s t ude n t s eventually r e turned . If students had

r etur ne d with Carte~' restriotions i~act , a lte rnative

educat ion oould never be i mplemented. However, by the time that

exa minations had drawn near er , s t ude nt s we re not only arguing

tha t t hey were not going t o wr i t e because t heir short-tern

demands were not met. bu t , more important ly , that students we r e

not equ i pped to do eo because no formal l essons had t aken pl ac e

since Ju ly.
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Another e x t r e me l y important, but underlying cone ide r ati on f or not

returning a t that s t a ge , wa s t o avo id repeating the errors made

i n prev i ous boycotts . In both the 1976 and 1980 boycotts, DEC

stude n t s had ' be t r a yed ' s t u de nts from the DET schoo l s, by

r eturning to eehoo ls , wh i l e they had remained ou t on boyc ott.

Th is created seve re disunity a nd diVi s i ons and wa s one o f the

ma in r e a s o ns why there wa s no uniform student structure in the

Western Ca pe before the boycott . ,.' It thus wa s cruc ial that this

s hould not reoccur because ASAC, wh i c h h a d f ormed a clo s e

alliance with the Joint-SRC's, had shared i t s proclivity to stamp

wh a t most o t h e r Cong ress s t r u c t u r e s r e g a r d e d ae the national

democrat i c struggle, with a di stinct work i ng c lass and s oc ialist

i n f l ue nc e . If DEC studsnts had a ga i n retreated, just after DET

s tude n t s , backed by the ir parents, had taken a decision to

c o nt i nue wi t h the boycott , a s p l i t wou ld have been i nevitable . As

a reeult, ASAC, a e a e t u de n t e t ruc t u re , wou l d have been r e g i on a l ly

i eo l a t e d becauee wh i le it s ha r e d some o f SOYA"s thought on

s oc i a li sm . ther did not a gree with aspects of the ir i deo l o gy , a nd

t he i r method of s t rug g le a n d o r ganisa t ion. On t he other han~

while the y shar ed a be lief in the popul i sm t hat WESCO d isplayed ,

ASAC did not s hare ite views on socialism. WESCO e c hools f r om

a r e a s such ee Hitchell', Pla in a nd Hanenberg we r e a l so v e r y

suspicious of ASAC' s ideological t hought ...•

Al most al l t he existin g l iterature on the boyc ott h a s f ocused on

t h e ASAC pamph l et wh i c h h a d a r gue d t hat " the s t ate is on i t s

kne e e . " Bundy has c i t e d t he use of such a phrase as an e x a mp l e o f

t h e s tude nt pol itical na ivety , i mma t u r i t y , a nd pr ecociousnsss,

is. ' i mme diatism' . He has de scribed i mme d i atism ae , "an impatient

anticipation of i mmine n t vic tor y , a hubr i st i c assessment o f

progrese made , and a naive underestimation of the r e eource s o f

t he e tat e . "n ' Anothe r pamph l et published at t h e t ime h ad argued

that " Re c e n t evente show that the South Af r i c a n apartheid r e g i me
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is crumbling . " The r e !lt of the pamph l e t e t stes that t he working

cl!les is being or ganieed , that e tudente throughout t he count r y
ar e on boycott, that parent!l and t eachers are t a king control of

education, etc . The se eeve i creenee , t he pamphlet er-aue e , "Al l
i ndicat e that a c r i !lie i ndeed. pr evails in South Af r ica. " Wh i l e

it badrpo i nt ed out that the !ltate had i mpo!led and Emergency and

that many d e tent rene were taking place. it had"" arsued that "Thie

apparent show of !lt rengt h by t he s tate i e me rely the last ki ck of

a dying animal! Victory i s ce r t a in, t he future is ou r s !"

Acc ord ing to Bundy ' s c rite ria , thi e pamphlet wou l d be a cla!leic

demonstration o f how po lit ically i mmat ure and na ive students we r e

and that the publiehers of this pamphlet suffe red f rom

· i mmed i a t i s m.' Alas. the pamphlet quoted above i s not a student

pamphlet a t al l, but wa e publ ished by a wel l r e !lpected and we ll

established ' adu l t ' pol itical organieat ion . wi t h a seaaoned

pol itical leadership. i s Thornhi ll Residsnts As s oc iat i on ...• Ths
U!le of the "s t a t s i s on its kns e s " or "apartheid r eg ime i s

c rumbling " evo l ved f rom Boe !lalls ' statement that the Poll emoor

March was '·go ing to turn South Af r i c a on its head " and the

sub se quent attempt by the s tate to charge h im wi t h subversion.

The use of such phraseo l ogy thus became a me ans of pushing the

restrictions placed upon organiaations t o the ' l e gal ' limit. It

wa s not an i nt el lec t ua l assessment of the reality that existed ,
but a mobilis ing and agl tat i onal pamphlet. In exa ctly the same

manner, t he use of ' t he s t a t e i s on its knee s ' in an ASAC

pamphlet cannot be an i nd i ctment of ASAC's of po l itioal.,
i mmat u rit y ~ po litic al precociousness as Bundy has argued. but
mus t be !leen all a pur e l y agitat ional pamphlet , in the f a ce o f a

mas !live !ltat e ons l aught. It must a lso be seen as an a t tempt t o

engender suppor t for the boyoott . at a t ime when the oommunity

was d i vided and !luppo r t f or not writing the exami nat i on!l wa s

fal tering . This is but one example of the faulty me thodology used

by academics t o ' conV ic t' students of ' c r i mes' they wer e not

gull t y of.
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Whlle t he SPCC Conf er ence ln December~ had come out etrong l y
agalnet t he eloaan Llberatlon Before Educat i on, it had ar gued
tha t t he elogan had fi ret emerged in t he c ommercial pr e ee and wae
pr omoted by them , ln an a ttempt t o l l nk the achool atruaalea to
the ANC aloaan of u ngover nabl i lty . The advoc acy of achool
boycotts to a chieve th is wae atrona l y dis pe lled by the ANC . ...
However, many youth ln ar e ae auch ae the Vaa l and Eaat ern Cape ,
becauae of t he powe r t ha t they poaaeeeed looa l l y , had aasumed
thls waa liter al an~in Deny areae, etudent. had been out on
boycot t f or two t o three yeare already. In the Weetern Cape

however, the Educatl on VS Llber atlon debate had orlalnated more
between NUM\SOYA aroup , who were puahina f or a return to echoole,
a r gu lna that the demand f or the 11ft i na of the Emer gency wae not
a ahor t- term demand, and thoae who argued t ha t the demand wae
ahor t - term. Asain , the preee had l atched onto thi a debate in tha
Weatern Cape , comparina it t o t he aituatlon ln other per t . of the
c ount r y . t hua blowina lt out of proportion . In a l etter written
t o the Cape Tll1leJ ln reactlon t o t he Cape papera labellina
boycottlna studente aa promoting "Liberation Before Education ',
J e r e my Cronln Mlf' argued thet the charaoter ieatlon of a ll
etudente (natl ona l ly ) a e adopt lng thie a logan waa inoor r e ot . He
~ a rK\led t hat the If\ajor i t y o f etudent oraanlltlat lona ln the
Weater n Cape had not pr omoted t hia s l ogan and '' I n t he Western
Cape .•• the alte r natlve proar~5 and de~nde f or ehort-term
conceaalona we r e t estimony to this . " '»

ASAC, li ke almoat all ot he r or aanl aat i ona , had diatanced itaelf
from t he "Ll be r a t i on Before Educetlon ' aloaan . Inateed lt had
bel ieved in the more d ialec t leal a loaane\ t ect i cs , ' Educa t l on l a
Struga le ' or "Educa t l on For Llberatlon . · ... However, the
or aani a et lon had neve r greppled wlth thia debate publlcly, on

platforme , and auch a poeltlon 18 not reflected in l t a

... "lit. OJ cit , 1I.
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l i te rature . Therefore wh i le t he leade reh i p wae c lear about the

i~plication. of the . logen. , eect ions ~nget the wi der DaSS of

s tudente were not . If t her e ~ allY critic i _ t o be Dade of

ASAC -s et r ategy it was thi s - that the etructure hsd fa i led t o

dispel , f orcefu l l y enoush. t he r omant i c i llusions that the state

wa " about t o co l l a ps e . n ' Th i" not i on wa s part i cu larly pr evalent

i n the thoughts of those that were engaged in s t r eet v io l ellc e .

However it i s perhape under"tandable why ASAC cou l d not make &ll
i~pac t on t hoee in the et r ee t. Ae ~~ been po i nted out

e ar lie r , ASAC wa e no t succeeef u l ill drawi ng thoee in t he s t reet

back i nto the or galli"ed awa reneee progr ammee where such i es ue s

were be ing dis cuseed .

However . NOH had continued t o &raue that boycott ins etudents were

di s playing a Li beration be fo r e perepective . by demanding t hat
the i r shor t -tera dem&llds be addree••d . NUH ' s conce r n t hat the

boycot t be e nded , reeona t ed wi t h t hei r twill ar~ent that PTSA-e.

because t hey r epresented the community of interests involved in

educ a t ion . cou l d decide whether or not t o auepend the boycott .

A.ain . ASAC' e oppos i t ion to Buch a perBpect ive waB marked . ASAC

~arsued a.ainst such a position saying that it e ffec tively

disallowed f or etudent democracy _ I n particular. the conce rn was

that conservative pare nt e on the PTSA-s could t"e III deci " i on for

s t udent e. Aa:ain the ir position reflected }lt' Thornhill thin.kina .

~e r c l e c f PT~"B envisa.ed by bot h or a:en i s a t ions wa s t o

"cont r ol s choo ls . determine what is learnt . how i t is learnt and

who teaches , M SA ' e Illua t mot do the e t a t e' s di rty work .....•

Be cau ee of t he mount ing pre eeur e that wa s be i ng put~stude nte to
allow PTSA-s to decide the fut ure of tha boycott , ASAC~

r e l eaeed a pamphlet i n Which i t ~ erlUed that

Hl i ke wor kers have to decide wethe r or 1l0 t to strike or
teache re decide t o down t col e s o we muet DECIDE ON OUR
OWN AC'I' I ONS . STUDENT DEHOCRACY THEREFORE HAS TO BE
PRESERVED - NOT UNDERMI NED . Ye . , parente do hlllve a eay

" . !""'in I hilli bu r,
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i n our decisi ons . They c an help and adv iee ue . - BUT
NOT DECIDE FOR US . .....

Thor nh i l l' s per spect i ve and t hat of ASAC wae identicel . a s both
had argued th4t the u l t imate dsc is ion. of when s tUdent s shou l d

call the boycot t o f f . must be taken by etudents . i n consul tat ion
wi t h pare nt s and t e achers . In hi . paper ~r had pointed out that

i n no t a e ina le i nstance hae a [ r ece nt] c l a s s boyc ott
been initia t ed by parent s . Al way. at the r e e i e t anc e of
e t udents . And thi s i s how i t . hou l d be s i nce a schoo l
boyc ot t i s an l ndependent s tudent act lon . .. [and] is
s i mi l a r t o that o f workere i n r e lation t o a etr i ke . I f
worker e a r e on s t r i ke i t i e they a l one who decide
whether or no t t o end the str ike. Ot her workere , their
fami l i ee . and t he communit y i n aene r al . c an and must
suppor t them, but neve r interfere in t he dec ision
~kins proc . . . . I n a s i mi l a r manner . parent e and
teachers c an adv i se . c r i t i c i ee and r ec ommend . but
c annot share in the decis i on mak i nli proce s s . ···

Thie however d i d no t mean t hat either or a anl ••t i on e quated
student etruslile s with the power and importance o f wor kere ' .

Instead . this analoKY~ comparee the independent deoi eion mak ina

process of worker. and e t udent s . ASAC and Thornhill had defe nde d
t h i s a. a principle of democr.cy . To i llustrat e t h i s. they had

argued t ha t i f parents and teachers had decided t hat s t udents

should come out on boyco t t . who boyc otts? It is the s t udents who

deo i de "we sha ll boycott. " Aleo . if s tudents are a lready on

boyco t t a nd want it to end , b~t par ent e and t e acher s dec ide that

i t should continue . .. t hei r decision i e worthle es except that i t
c auses damelie ... ...

Ae a r e sul t of the con f l i c t ua l poeit i on t ha t NUH had adopted on

t he boycott. a very r e a l Junctur e had grown between ASAC and NUH .

An Athlone s tudent had a rgued that a t tha t staae . NOH ha d become
"obeo let e - f o r ASAC. On the o t he r hand, wh ile the UDF had

supported the intensi f ica tion of the boycott . t hey had not been

, .. J:Il", Sh Irah ' lI ,. tom lt... ", ;,,,11 l; ~ , I, (pl '.., S,ktl lm,W' (t, ,,, 10.. , 1lI11

•• • i lll , 11: II.

" . i t :/.

139



working wi t h ASAC as an or gani s a t ion . At that stage
l

however. the
on l Y organieation t o have very rea l and pr actical link~) was
Thornhill. Neverthelesa ita non-al Igned position had beco~ more
defined as a struc ture . and i~ pos I t i on not ably a ltered .
However . Just es importantl y. while ~any of the student leaders
on ASAC were members or eupporters o f Thornhill. this did not
simply mean that whatever Thornhill eaid would be adopted because
iseuea and perspectives wer e a lways thraahed out at aeneral
meetinge o r at t he workshops that ASAC conve ned .

,.0
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The St at. of

the etudent

Dur ing the

Emer.llency ) •

_11 lI'l'Ou pe

~r.ency hera lded dleeatrous c onllequeneee f or both

movement and pol itical oralln181ltlona 1n aeneral .

period of examinations ( and there fore under the
the on l y active etudent for ce 1n ex istence, were the

o f i ndividuale wh o had attempted t o dlerupted t he

examinat i ons . Th ie grouping t oo, wa ll not auc ceallfu l. ae there wa s

It heavy s ecurit y f Orce presence at s choo I e, during t he

exami nat ions , All t he examinations had begun t o dr aw nearer . eo

llu ppOr t f or t he boy c o t t wa ne d . Althouah approximately 30 000

atudent s neve r wrote the final examinationa , ' many h ad written

and a s It r e eu l t studente were spl it into two de f inite and

opposina a roups . Addina t o t he demor a l i setion and division t hat

had begun t o mani f e a t . durina t he lana December vacation. when
a t udent s no l onger had any baae and t he r efor e cou l d not mee t. the

aenae of group solidarity that had e~isted dur i n. the boyc ott had

d i mi n ished . In t hi s per iod . i t was becomin8 inc reasina ly c l ear

tha t auppo r t and enthus i asm f or t he continuation of the boycot t

was d i a sipating r api d l y . I n this respect. t he Eme raenoy had

played a v i t a l r o le .

In t he face of such a de c l ine. i t wa e aleo become appa r ent t hat

none of the demands had been . Or we r e 80 i n. t o be me t . Add i n. t o

t h i s. s t udent leade rs were a l s o concerne d about pressi ng

quest i ons r e l e t ed to student and teac her vic timi eat i on and

detent i on . and what s hou l d be done about i t . St i l l f u rther . t he
pressur e o f t he da i ly c r i ses. ur aent or a ani ea t iona l wor k . police

her aeement and eo f or th . ha d beaun to take i t s t oll on t he

s tudent l eade rsh i p its e lf . Ae one of the etudent l e aders had

recalled .
Ht her e was Just no s t ami na l e f t . Aft e r mee tina
virtua lly ever yday . or a anis i n. ral lie e . a pe ak ina at
r a lli es virt ually everyday. it waa j uat Burnout .
c ap i tal B. . . I t h i nk we need t o be cand i d . t her e ' s no
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eenee in tellina liee and sounding tri umpha l i s t about
it . . . we c ame out o f that peri od extremely weall: . ··

However. the conf e r e nce convene d by the Saweto Parente Cr i e i a

Commi t t e e ( SPCC) , he ld at Wits Univer s i t y on the 28 th and 29t h of

December , .eemed to o f f e r a way out o f the quaamir e in which ASAC
and other etudent or gani ea t ions in t he We stern Cape had f ound

themeelvee 1~. The St a t e of ~r.ency. SADF occupat ion of t he

townshl ps, the banning of COSAS and the etrugale f or a proper

educ at i on were the na t iona l i .sue a around wh i ch the Confe rence
wa a c onve ned. " The SpeC, wh ich had been f ormed earlier by Soweto

par ent s, had a t t empted to address the educ a t i on c r i e i a wh i ch at

that e tege had become a prolonged national phenomenon . I n a r eae

like t he Tranavaal and Ea . t ern Ca~ in part i cular, the c rieis had

become acute . with no s chooling taking place f or almost two year.

l n succession . Af t e r a delegation o f Soweto parente had met wi t h

the ANC in Harere , it had been learnt t hat t he movement had

re jected the concept of boyc ot t ing educ a t i on until liberation had

been achieved . The ANC had come out etrongly againet the position

tha t a~d insurrec t i on would i~d i ately ove r t hr ow the . tat e .

Such e per s pec t ive wa. e s pec i a lly evident i n area e euch ee t he

Ea.tern Cape . where the co~ity did c ont r o l a epec t e of t he i r

own l i ve s . The ANC de legat i on cone i s t i ng of Chri. Hani , Hac
HaharaJ , Thomae Nkobi and Pallo Jordan , had expreesly r e j e c t ed

the eloaan of liberat ion f i r e t and had b acked the ca l l f or a

return to s choo l in. and a move away f r om c las s boyc ott s " es t hs

chief means of youth pr ot e st . '

Dele• • tes from 161 or ga ni ea t ione acr os s t he count r Y had been

inv ited t o the SPCC conf e r ence . A1eo pre sent were a number o f

parent , teacher and etudent deleaatee . Al t hough it wa s heavi l y

domi na ted by Cona rees or aani.at i one , i t batl a1eo i nc l uded

de le.at es from the Nat i ona l Forum and the Uni t y Hovement . This

• I, ll " , i . '1.., 1" [huh.. III (IP ,", h . , l Um h •• C' ilil C... iUn ' i. ~m , 1 1 111 '1, I (••, ) s••t. " 'j ll'
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h a d been o ne o f the most r epresentat ive c on f e r ences s i n c e the

All-Afr ica Conv e ntio n . The confe rence , wh i c h had taken place with

a huge banner cal l ing f or ' Pe op l e ' s Education f o r Pe ople ' s Power '

promin ently d i splaye d . h a d come ou t s t r on g l y against t h e slogan

" l i be r a t ion First, Educat i on Lat e r . " On e o f the ke y spea k e rs .

Lulu Johns on , ( Pres i den t of CaSAS a t t h e t ime o f i t s b a nn i ng ) had

a rgue d t hat wh i l e Sout h Afr i c an e du c a t ion i s

" t he produ c t o f co l onia l i s m . • • the over all s y s t e m
wh i ch peop le a r e 's t r i v i n g f or can not b e a ch ieved unde r
the pre s e nt re i gn of Apa r t h e i d t error ..• we mu s t l e arn
t o t r ans f o rm t h e exis t ing structur es into what we wa nt
t h em to b e wi t h t h e long- t e r m goa l o f scrapping the
enti re educat i on s yste m and replac ing it wi t h ano t h e r .
At t h e mome nt , making u s e of the Apar the id s t ruct u r e s
t o our favour bec omes a burn inll Question . " .

The c onfer e nce ~ dec ided tha t s t u de n t s suspend the b oyc ott for

a p e r i o d of 3 mon t h s , and issue t he gov e r nme nt with a n ultimat um.

I n the i n t e r im . t h e s uspen s ion o f the b oy c ott would h owe ver not

mean a r eturn t o purely f orma l e ducat i on , but wou l d a l s o i n c l u de

t he s e t t i n g a side o f a f ew h ou r s a we ek , f or Pe op l e 's Edu cat i on.

Th e con f e r e nce had d e c ide d on a set o f l i mi t e d and i mme di a t e

nat i ona l demands , a nd had g ive n t h e g overnme nt unt i l t h e e n d o f

Marc h t o r e s pond t o t h em, otherwi s e the b oycott option wou ld b e

r e a s s e s s e d . The conf e r ence had r e c ommende d t h a t a l l demo c r a t i c

o r gan isa t i on s . "exho r -t; s t u de n ts to r eturn t o ec h oo Le" and t o

maKe the c al l f or t he f ol l OWing s h ort-te rm demands to b e met .

a ) The e rect i on o f sch ool build ings where s u c h build ings h a v e

b e en pa r t ially o r complete ly damaged

b ) Th e post pon ement o f all exams until March 1986

c ) Th e r e lea se o f a l l stude nt s . t e a c hery a nd pa rents in

d e t e ntion

d ) The r e i n s t a t e me nt o f all d ismissed and f orcibl y t r ansferred

o r sus pend e d t e a c h e r s ;

e ) The rec o gn it i on o f d e mocra t i ca l ly e l e c ted SRC ' s ;

• till. l ! \11\! !: t,~. li m J!lIN! .
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con t i nue

a ) Tha
b ) <h.
e ) <h.
d ) the

f) The unbennlnll o f OOSAS;

I I The liftinl o f t he State o f Emersency i n all parts o f the

countr y .

The confe rence ~ ala o cal l e d o n al l relevant o r l a n i a a t i o na t o

t o fiaht f or the f ollowina l ana -term dema nda .

abolitio n o f co rporal punishment in a l l achoo l a;

prevention o f sexua l harassment of f emale students;

abol ition o f al l fo r ms o f rac i st educat i on ;

implementation o f People 's Education i n our school s . "

At t he confe r e nce i t waa dec i ded that a ll students . i r r espect ive

o f t he fact tha t va rioua department a had stipula t e d d ifferent

o f f i c i a l o penins d a t e s . ~ return to s c hools uni fo rmly o n the

28t h o f J a nua r y 19 8 6 . Dalesatea f rom t he Wes tern Cape. who

a t tended the con f e rence . had ettempted t o o r aanise;( a r e por t - baok

meeting o n the 7 t h of Jenuary , in o r de r t o discuss the

r esolutions taken at the con f e r e nce and to f orm a " non - s ect a r i a n

We stern Cape Educat i on Cr i s i s Commi t tee. ". However. the r e port­

back mee tinl wa s banned in t h e We .tern Cape . in t e rms o f t h e

Emer lenc y r esulat i ons . ' "

"lli l e ASAC was ··u ps e t- that i t " a s not invited t o the SPCC

eonfe r enee. t hey wera .at is f ied t hat t h e JOint SRC ·. had a t tended

t he eo~fere~ce a~d woul~ repre ee~t t h e ir inte reat a and s iva t h e m

a f u l l r eport-back wh e n they r eturned ." ASAC had al so s Haned

i tse l f t o imp l eme n t i na the nationa l programme o f act icn and not

t o break ranks wi th s uch a n i mpor t ant nat ional decis ion . Althc uSh

stude n t s had d e c i de d to r e t urn to ' no r ma l " schooling . a Iro s sly

abnorma l s i t uat ion had preve nted thi a . The thre e major l s a ue s

that l oomed large we re t h e demand f or t he reachedulinl o f the

previous y ears " f inal examina t ion to March 1986 . and the issues

• " " Til l! 4\11'1 .
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conce r n i n g the victimisat i on o f t eachers and student s . ae wel l

t he fu t ure o f etudent or gan i s a t ion .

During t he per i od of eX~inations . progre s sive teacher s had
played a key r o l e . In the vaca tion howeve r , t he on l y meana o f

s t rugg l e available t o t eache r s was thr ou gh the cou r ts . whe r e the y

cha l l e nged the ir suepena i ons a nd di smiss a l s . Howave r . the court e
u phe l d Carte l s ' aut hor i t y to act against teacher s f or not

admi nis t e r ing exams . Thu a t hoee te ache rs a t DEC s chools , who we re

suspended or di smissed . r emaine d i n t he s ame pr e di c ament . The

deCision t o t ransf e r t he 11 permanent teache re f rom Rylanda Hi gh
howeve r. was ove r t ur ned at cour t ." On the 15t h o f Janua ry . 300

WECTU teache r s ~ marched t o t he Roe l and St r eet he adquar t e r s o f

the DEC t o demand t hat all disciplina r y ac t i ons t aken aaa i n at

teache r s be l~dIately end uncond I t iona l l y wi thdrawn . The

f o l lowing day. Hendr i ckse baU announced that most sus pended or

d i s mi s s ed te ache rs had been r e i ns tat ed . However . he ~ a t ill

maint a i ned that thos e t eachers who had refused t o admini ster t he

eXUlst') wou l d s t i l l f ac e char ge e o f e neece euc c . "

I nsteed o f simpl y r e t ur n i ng t o f orma l educe t ion o f t he 28 t h o f
February . ASAC had decided t o ret urn t o ' i n fo rma l" school ing

<a l t er na t i ve educat i on progracmes ) on t he day that schoo le
e f f ic i a l l y opened . Th ie was done

" i n v iew of the f ac t t hat r;.&l";y t ee ct;e re 1:: :l'.lr ~r~~ had
bee n d i s mi s s ed or auepended , t ha t many schoo le did no t
have SRC' s or PTSA ' s , thet in fact c er t a i n demands
could not be met in 3 ~ntha but i mmed iat ely a t t he
time ASAC r e t urne d t o schoo ls on 15 J anuary. The
ear l[ier ] return wa e t o a l l ow s choo ls t o dis cuss ways
of impl ement i ng t he [ SPCC ] r e so l utions . St udents a l eo
t ook Inandatee t o r e t ur n t o c lass on 28 J a nua r y and then
wa i t f Or the next NatIonal Confe rence ··..

~nen stUdent s r e t ur ned on t he 15th however , a t many schoo la. t he

admin i strations ~ a ttempted t o r eassert t he ir f u l l aut hor i ty .

.. '!' tllt!' , oj ft ao" 'I h . n !!. t l lImh.. I.j (tlil••, ....w II 111,,'1" . ... flao. i. Soon Il' lII' I..
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H.~y o f the demands to wh i ch the l oca l admi~istrstio~s had

acqu i esce d W' durint: the boycot t , wit h r ....rds t o the
e at..blishment o f SRC · s end the scr apping o f cor po r a l punishment

and s o f ort h . were ei~ply r eve r s ed .

Sinton SRC was the on l y ASAC affi l i ate not t o i ncur ..ny ee r i ou a
problema wi t h the ir admi nistration or a t udent s whe n t hey returned

to school s . Condi tione a t Si nt on made i t possible f or student s to

or .anise and conduc t s t udent a s semblies and t he r e were no

problems wi th r s aards t o r eact i onary teache r s . There were a lso no
s ecur i t y guards pre sent at t hs schoo l . Problems were almcst non­

exist ent , be caus e the entire s chool commun i t y had r al li ed t o t he

s i de of t hos e d ismissed teachers . At Si nt on , t h.rs were a leo no
seve r e d ivi sions amona s t i t s s t ude nt population a e ~obody a t the

s chool had wr i t t e n t he int e r na l ex~inat ions . Thus when t he y

r e t urned t o school on the 15th , t hey discusse d t he SPCC

r e so l u t i ons and Hd" voted ove rwhe l mi na l y in f avour of
i mp l ement i na the SPCC res ol utions . whe re it wa s appl icabl e. In

a dd i t i on , Sinton s t udents had made four i nternal demand s wh i c h

wou l d secure t heir r eturn t o f ul l ..c ademi c work on t he 28t h

t hat s tudents h..d the r i ght to .lec t de~crat ic structures; the

ri.ht to use . choo l equ i~nt and fac ilit ies when needed; t he

r i aht to ca l l mass meetinas whsn nece s s ar y; t he r i ght t o

i mp l ement aware6e es pr ogramme s . St ude nt s a lso f el t that Nkos i

S ike le lt.:b~ euna ever :.;day a t 12pm."

At Oek l ands , whe n s t udent s retur ned on the 15t h t o ' i nf orma l

sehoo l ing ' , t hey were i nf ormed by the pri ncipal that he would no t

tolerate the or a l l ow t he SRC t o f unc t i on . He Rstr us ed the excu se

tha~ unde r t he Emeraency . SRC 's were banned . Former SRC leade rs
i~diately f orm. d a concerned s tudents committee and durina the

interva l manaaed t o . e t s tudent s i nto c l assee . There t hey ~

informed s tude nt e about t he r es o l ut i on s t aken a t t he SPCC

conf e r e nce. The commit t ee drew up a pe t it i on t o demand t hat t hey.'be a llowed t o or aa ni ee fr ee ly ~ the sehool . 700 s i . nat u r e s were

co l l ect ed i n favour of t hie . The princ i pa l however wa s adamant
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that no SRC wou l d be a l l owed t o funct l on . In protest. s t udents

held a demonstration 1n the Quad and eang freedom songs . The

princlpal ca l l ed the pollce and t he proteetinl etudents were
dlspersed by the qu lrt--wieldlng pollee . That e ven i ng s eni or

t s ache r e and the pri nc lpal v isi t ed t he homes of the 'concer ne d

s t udent e ' and i nfo r med them that i f thei r act ivities were not
e t opped i mmediat ely, the y wou l d be s us pended or expelled . As a

result of the condit i ons at Oaklands . s t udents voted l n favour of

ca i l lng a s t ayawa y from the 24th unti l the 27 t h . whereafter they

would ret urn t o f Or=6l c laeses on the 26 t h. Becau se the SRC wa s

banned . t he Conce r ned Studente Commi t t e e and a Hietory Socie t y

~ trled t o take ove r the r ole thst the SRC had played

previous ly . " Oak l ands wa s t he only At h l one s chool t o enter the

bcycott wi t h an SRG? but end up wi t hout one at the end of the
boycott ,

At s chools such a s Bridgetown. Ath l one Hi&h. Ned Doman and St .

Co l umbas . whe r e s tudent or gani sation was weak durlng t he boycot t .

t he princ ipale had regained vir tual cont rol of the schools . The
SPCC r e s olutions were not even d i s cus s ed a t any of t he ee .chools ,

because no SRC was a llowed t o f unction . A f ew etudents frcm Ned

Doman and St . Columbas wer e expe l l ed and t r ansferr e d , while

ot he r s we r e given warnings . Except f or St . Co lumbae . (wh i ch did
not write t he final examinat i ons a t a l l. but were pas sed on ot her

c r i t e r i a ) a l ar. . ~r~ent••~ of s t udent s a t t he ee s choo le had
wr itten t he ex~ . These schoole also ha d ~ pe rmanent security

guerds. wh i ch t hey were no t able t o r emov e . However. s t udent-..or gani .at ion at th••e schoo le ~e not t otall y obli t erate d and

some embryonic form of student or.en isat i on had mane.ed t o

sur v i ve . Gi ven t he r epre s s i ve cu l t ur e at the se echoo ls , s tudents

had f ormed concer ned s t udente s oci e t i e s or cu l t ur a l s oc i e t i e s.
i nste ad o f SRC ·e . Or ganieat iona l ly however . t hese schools

remained extrelDSly weak ."
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On the othe~ hand . a lthough the~e wa e no SRC at Spee Bona . many
etudent e~~it ten the exams

J
and the pr i ncipal cont i nued to

v ict i miee students. the Conce~ned Students fi&na ged t o hold a

~etins and popula~ ise t he SPCC resolu tions . There wae howeve~ a

secu~i ty auard p~esence at t he schoo l. Ea rly that year s t udente

~ also sleeted an SRC " ·

G~oenvle i and Garl and a le emerged f~om t he boy cott qu i t e st~ong

an~ at bo t h the se schoole, the etudent action committees whi ch
we~e f or med durina the bo ycot t we ~e t ~ansfo~med i nt o f u l l y­

f lsdged . democr a t i ca l l y elected SRC·s . Al thoulh many e t ude nt s

w~ote at Garlanda le. students did no t encounte ~ any p~oble~ wi t h..
~ela~d .,orlanisin g f~eely at t he school. However . t he students

were extre~ly d ivided - 7 waye. These divisions were between

student s who wrote and had pa s sed; those who never wr ot e at a ll .

~trics who wrot e . pa esed and lef t t he school ; t hose matri c s who

w~ote , f a i l e d and want ed t o r epeat the year; thoss matrics who
ne ver wr ote and aleo wanted t o repeat t he ent i re year: those

mat r ic . who neve r wr ot e, but ~ wanted to writ e s upplLmentar ies ;

and students who wr ot e . but chose t o be demoted after attending

awa r eness progr~ea . The Garl andale s ac was however given a
t~emendous boos t by the large percentage o f ~roireseive t eachers

at t he s c hool .'· Groenvle i SRC was however in a stronae r positicn

as on l y 120 s tudents wrot e the exaca. Of these . onl y 60 remained

t o school . That same day , 24 armed pol iceme n and so l d i e r s pre se nt

a t t he schoo l f or ced tea chers to teach those students t h at we r e
a t t he ecnce a," ...
At Belgrav ia . whereas t he SRC~ p l ayed a l e ad i ng r o l e in the

boycott the previous Yea r , 1n 1966 i t wa s p laaued wi th severe

prob l ems . Although the SRC had r emai ne d s t r ong. t ea chers ha d

p layed an extremely divis i ve r o l e at the schoo l . Antagoni ams
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between tea che r s a nd student •• wh i c h had surfaced 1n the previous

year, had been exac e rbated in 198 6 . Students thems elves we r e

extremely d i vided between t hos e tha t wrote ( ~ and t hos e who did

not . Neverthelesa. Bel&rav l a s tudente immediatel y a nd

succe s s fu l l y man&&ed t o e v i ct the departmen~' secur l ty guard• .

However . the achool administrat i on had adopted a hard-11ne
approa c h , t r ylns t o intimidate t he SRC. As a r e s u lt, in p r o t e s t

aa a i ne t tho~e that wrote and the r ole of the administratl on, t he

SRC declde dAembar k upon a s ymbol i c fo~ o f p r oteat . It decided

t hat since ~e atuden~ ~t had written the e ducat iona l l y

fraudule nt exam inations end had be. n pas ••d to the next etandard ,,..
they wou ld ac t i n Juat~a fr audule nt manner . The SRC , there for~ i n

a s~bolic prot e st, ds cided that a t udents could promote

the~selves t o wh i chever s t anda r d they pleased . This wa s howeve r

on ly a fo~ of prot••t . Once students r eturnad t o nOrPal

s choo ling on the 28th , t hey expe rienced s eve re prob l ems i n t e rms

of teache rs victimis ing students, and cor por a l puniB~ent had

become mor e r ife than ever , with t eachers t rying to r e a as e r t the

cont r o l that the y had lost the praviou a year . The schoo l r eport

which was drawn up Wolf" _ po t t stat ed that " t e ache r s eve n go t o

t he extreme of not a l l owi ng unrest r e l a t ed cha rts on t he wa l l s

Cao t ha t ) s tudent de fi ance has c r e a t e d s eri oue c l aehe s with the
ata f f . 'c,

i t wa s a t Ryl bnds High , t hat the ~Q:t ser ious c laehes ~

occur r e d with t he department a nd the s ecur ity forces . Because

Rylands was t he only Indian school tha t had embarked upon a f u ll­

scale boycott . and wa s t here f ore t he onl y s chool unde r the

control of the HoD t o do s o . v i ct imisation had been acut e. The
••department had at t empted t o vent it s ange r ~ the s n t i r e Rylands

Hi gh schoo l cc~ni ty . by r efusing t o r eins t ate the 11 tempor a r y

t eacher. t hat were f i r ed . The departmen~ atr a t egy had however

backf i r ed and on t he f irst day o f the te rm, the 14 scab tea che r s

that were sent fr om Natal . to replac e those d i emi s s e d . were

f orcibly evicted f rom the s chool . There were a l so no divisions

amongst t he studants . because no ex~ wer e wr i t t en . Al l s tudent s



tilted heavily

were pl'OlllOted . The act l on o f the depa rtlDent wl th regard..... t o the
teachers ha d vexed the entlre Rylands Hlgh school co~lty and
300 students , t eachers and parent s had Jo1ned the protest , vow1ng
not t o retur n t o normal s Choo l 1ng unt1l the dlsml ssed te ache r s
were r elnstated . As a res ult, t he f o llowlng day , in co llus ion
wi th the ol d scting prlncipal and t he new deputy princ1pal, the
po l ice ~ attempted t o set-up hidden vldeo recorders ln t he
s choo l . 10 polic elDen were al ao concea led ln two locked
cla s s r ooms , When students had entered the achool . 12 Cassp1 rs and
a number of pollee vans ~ surrounded t he school and f orced
s t ude nt s to c lass a t gun-point , Earl ie r that morn i ng C4am) . an
elderly ~mber of t he lnter lm PTSA was detalned under t he
Eme r genc y re~lat ions . Thls~ only ser ved to ve~ t he co~unlty

even more and s tudent s embarked on a stayaway . Although t he 11
dismisssd teachers were neve r r e i ns tated, t he scab t e achere were
sent back to Durban . Th. Rylands High l nterim PTSA ,.... a lso
adopted • ha rd-line approa ch ~. achoo l inspector s w.~ not

allowed t o ent er the achool grounds fo r t he ~st part of the r e s t
of t he year , "

Theee repor t s have i ndicated that when s tudents Ae!tt r e t urned to--,schoo ls ln 1986. t he ba lance o f fo rces ~
agalnst them a t moat schools . Neverthelese. t he r e t u r n t o s choo l e--,w~ not mar r ed by weaknesses alone . At &Chao Is where the
ccnce~~e~ ~tudents cr SRC ' s were able to ~et. thi s had been a
s t e p up from the pe riod which be gan with t he lmposlt i on of the

St at e of Emergency , where ASAC wa s t otally allenated f r om any
base . Although f or the moment. no l nt er- s chool mess lDeetlngs were
allowed . t he Emergency did not ser ious l y a f fect t he f unct l oning
o f SRC·e . Although t he general si tuation wa s ons I n which s t ude nt
or ganlsat lon had be en weake ned . ASAC s t l l l mana ged to f unc t l on a s
a coor d l na t l ng structure . Although the i r delegations we r e not met
wl t h much suc cese . ASAC had s t i l l sent delegatlons t o achoo l s
where students were expe r i enc i ng s ever e probl ems with t he 1r
sd=l nietra t1ons. ln a n atte~pt t o negotlate wi t h t he prlnc1pal s .
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..
Howe v e r , because o f the weakne ~e ~ its o r g a ni s a tion in general ,

ASAC ~concentreted mainly on t ryi ng to s e cu re t wo of the ir

demands - the dropping o f a l l c h a r ge e o f t eache r ' miscond u c t ' end

the secur ing of supp lementa ry e x a mi n a t i o n s in March .

Al t hough s choo I e such as Sinton, Rylende and Belgravla bftd h eld

awareness programmes once or twice a we e k in the f i r s t part o f

the year. a t o t he r school~, these p r ogramme s were non-existent .

~~ere t hey ~ e x isted , t hese programmes d id no t endure and 1n a

s hort while, enthusi asm for t h em~ wa ne d . Wh il e the demand for

Peop le" s Educat ion can be described a s inherently a d v a n t a ge o u s ,

t h ose acad emics who hev e l au de d t he "st rateg ic shi ft initiated by

t he s pec Conference'~ hevs t otally f a i led t o examine the e x ten t

t o wh i c h People's Educ ation had b e en implemented practical ly at

s c hool s . In 1986, People's Educat ion programmes were virtua lly

non-existent and princ ipal s had regained their hegemon i o

pos ition s . Some SRC' s themselv e s were barely managing to survive,

l e t alon e implement ing awareness programmes.

wni le t h e r e were s sve r e we akne sses , ASAC had a ttempted to secure

~he pos tponement o f the examinat i on s unt i l t he end of March . The

weakne s s e s were however exa ce r b a t e d t o i ts be arable l i mi t s , wh e n

Ca r t e r Ebrahim~ decided t o a llow promot i ons t o t ake p l ace

i n s t e a d o f the examinations . On the 7 th o f February , he had

announced that a l l those st~dente b e t we e n s tan dar d 6 and ~~ who

had not written t h e f ina l e xamina tion , o r wh o h ad wr i tten a nd

f a i led , would be, if so d e s ire d, p romote d t o t h e next s tand a r d ,

base d o n the mer it o f the prev i ous year 's June re sults." This

~ not onl y c r e a t e d adm i n i a trat i ve confusion in schools , but i t

~ f urther exa c erbated ~he div i s ions that ~ e x isted i n the

~tuden t oonstituency . Di vi sion s betwee n those t h a t wrote and

t h ose who d id no~ ~ now i nclu de d t hose who want ed promot i ons

a nd those who argued it wa s a s educat ional ly-unsound as the

fraudu l ent exams , wr i t t e n the previ ous year . WECTU had come out

againat the promotions in the strongest of terme because ~ wa s

anti-educa t ional a n d because i t was se en a s an a t temp t t o di srupt
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pare n t . t eacher a nd s t ude n t u n i t y on t he question o f wr i t i ng
e X&lIls i n Marc h ."

A mand a t e had i ndic a t sd that a l a rge percentage o f s t udents a t

t he majority o f &Chools ~wanted t he p r omotio ns . ~cau• • ASAC

had a l read y been weake ned . a a coor dinet ing structura . it ~

de cided t o l et i ndividuals decide f or the mss lves , becaus~as an

o r gan i s a t i o n . f urt her divisions among s t a n al r eady strati fi e d

student mass cou ld have apel t d i sast e r f or organi s at ion . At

Be l lravia~ for e X&lIlp l e , one t hird o f the &Chool had wr i t t en. while

o ne thi r d had wanted the promot i ons . whi l e the r e mai n i n l third

ha d f ound t he prolDOtions loption unacce p t able and f raudu lent . "

While the student leaders t hemselves ~ agre ed tha t the

p r omot i ons o p t ion was not co r r ect , because o f the monumental

d ivis iona that Alrtf e x istec\,) they hctI thought t hat the s a fe s t .

most confl i c t - fre e metho d o f b r o aching t he subjact wa s t o l e t

ind i v i dua ls d ecide .

Si nton wa s the on ly s chool in Ath l one whi c h vot ed unan i mously

alai nat t he p r omotions o pt ion. The mass o f s t ude n t s a t Sin ton,

who we r e already extremely dissatis fi e d t ha t students a t o t he r

ASAC s choo ls had wri t t e n the e X&lIlinations , ha d bec ome mor e

alit.ted . Fr om the be ginning o f the ye a r a lready s g rouping o f

atudents a t Sinton had "emerged and had bee n caking nois e s a bout

~~llin. c u t c f ASAC . bec ause a l l i t s affi l iat e s, except Sinton ,

had a t udent s wh i ch had wr itten the exams . Th is lroupinl wa s l iven

a cons iderable boost whe n ASAC~ not t ake w a f i rm atand against

the i a eue o f promotions . The Sin ton s tudents b8d a rgued that ASAC

had s tabbed t he m i n t he back . Despite t he pleas from the SRC

leadershi p a t S into~ f or s t udent s t o u nde r stand tha t being an

affil iate o f ASAC was extremely important and ne c e aaar y , a nd tha t

o the r s choo ls wer e not as luc ky t o have had a sta f f wh i c h

unanimou s l y d e c i ded no t to a dmin i s t e r the exams . Sinton s tudents

had become adama n t that they wi t hd r aw f r om ASAC. Af t er many f i e r y

SRC mee t inl a i n wh i c h t he SRC leadershi p b8d" t ried t o c onvince
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t hem. and afte r ASAC delegates ha~ come to ~he schoo l t o exp l a in
t he i r predic &lllent , Sint on stu~entf Ml:f vcee d ove rwhe l mi ng l y i n
f avou r of wi th~rawing. Sinton SRC never o f f ic ia lly J o ined ASAC,
although the lea~ership ha~ worke~ clandes t 1nely we .ke~ 1n ASAC.

' .Eventually. ye ar s later, S1nton ~ agr e ed that 1t would be

prepared t o be an obse rve r 1n ASAC. '·

Desp1te t he many wea kne s ae a wh1ch had come t o the f ore,
or gani s a t iona l l y , ASAC had been boosted by t he fo rmat ion o f an
Athlone Educat i on Cr i. ia Commi t tee (AECC) . The AECC wae f orme d
800n a f t er t he SPCC Conf e r ence e nd wa s compr ised o f ASAC ,
Thor nhi l l Res1dents Aaeoc1at i on , Thornhill You t h , t he t hree
i nterim PTSA'. o f Belgrav1a, Si nton and Ryland. , t he PTA of
Belmore Pr imar y, Western Cape Trader . ASSOCiation and t he ~ber
of Musl im Meat Traders As s oc iation. Although an i nVi t a tion wa s
extende d t o all progre s s i ve or ganisat 1ons i n Athlone, ne i the r the
UDF Athlone Ce nt r a l Branch , nor it. CAYCO- a f f i l i a t e d branches had
shown any inte reet in attsnding the meetings or Join i ng the
s t ruc ture. The or gan i sation wa e a lso shunned by those with a
Un i t y Movement b i as .

Despite the fac t t hat t hese or saniaat i one had not Jo i ned it . the
AECC R«I!' played a construc t ive role i n a t t empt i ng t o pr otect
s tudent. and t he i r r i ght s at s chools . It ~ sent delega t 10ns of
parents and eo~munity mectere ~o schools such ae Bridgetown Hi gh ,
Ned Doman and St .Columbas and even Belgr av i a i n a n a t tempt t o
negot i a t e wi t h t he pr i ncipa l to a l low an SRC t o funct ion a nd t o
abo l ish corpor a l punis hment . To t h i s a f fac t , it had aleo r ele aee d
a number o f pamph l ets , h i ghl i gh t ing t he prob l e ms a t di f f e r ent

schoo ls . " I t h ad a l s o lIlade a concar ted e f f or t t o e s t ab11 sh
f unctioning PTSA · . a t At hlone s choo l s •
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Why the n wa s i t shunned by both t he UDF a nd NUH? A l t~~gh there

were IIlember e of the AECC frolll bo t h t endeno i es . ~::e ee were

r epresentatives o f SRC's or PTSA's and not of the i r ,art i cu l ar

t endenc Lee , However, aa:a in, Thornhill ideas were dO.llli :lIlt in t he

AECC and at t hat s t age , those with NUH tendenc if~ had been
a t t empt ina: t o f orm a Fede ration o f PTSA·s ..o Thill ~ seen by

bo t h ASAC and the AECC ae an at t empt t o secure t~ dec ision_

making power of PTSA ' 1I!Ito) ove r SRC' . , I n addition . . :;hough the

i nterim- fede r a t ion had c l aimed to be non-eec tari~. it wae
we ia:hted heaVily in f avour of NUH . wi t h al l thoe. on \_ inte rim­

comm i t t ee comi na: from a NUH or SACOS backgr ound . ~ such , the

AECC not only had oonf licting vi ew. on the f unct i onf Of PTSA's,

but by that etage a de f inite braach had occurred in:hor nhil l' a

position of non-a l ignment a s i t a t t empted to ena:aa:e ~:e act ively

with the act i v i t i a. o f the UDF. An AECC or ASAC ~~ument had

objected t o t he proposa l t o l aunch a Feder at i on of ~SA' e, Tha

docume nt lwrlf" arlfU.ed t hat while the idea o f a feder. :ion ie a:oOO

i n that it helps ensure that people go in the same d :~ction . the

idea cannot be i mposed f rom above . I t iMrd arll'Ued tha:

"t o f onn • f edera tion without wor king from bt:ow and
working a t a gras sroots leve l is not onl y se~e leas.
but i t c an lead t o bureauc ratic cont rol from a~ve . it
wou l d be anti-democrat i c . The refor e t he ide. that a
Federation o f PTSA 's be publ i cly l aunched , ow is
unacceptab l e ... ..

Howeve r . beneath the arlfUment that t he docume nt wa' ll.dvancinil.
t he ll'Iain r eaaon why t hos e i n t he AECC had not wanU~ to be party

t o the Fede r ation launched was its dec is i ve bia,towards the

Un i t y Mov ement . Neve rthe l eee . the poeition o f the fECC hll.d not
s topped t he UDF from keep i ng its di etanc~ from : ~ e AECC . This

wee done becau.. in the AECC as a s t ructure , ~h. re wa s no

def inite and uncondi t iona l accept anc e of a Charte~let ideo logy .

Neverthele s s . Thornhill. ASAC and the AECC. alt~ua:h at that
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e t age not a f f i l i a t ed t o t he UDF, had become a Cha r ter i s t­

s ympa t h et i c grouping . As Dullah Omar ha~ e t a t ed , by that etage,
It was our own pract ical experience of s t rugg le
[wor k i ng f or t he broades t poss ible unity] which made us
realise that the UDF at the time, and the kind of
approach t he UDF approach accor de , [wae] mor e with what
we ourselves were experiencing . That therefore
represented the r oad f or us , and t hat t ook us away from
this grappling i n pol it i cal no-[ pe rsons] land, i nto the
Congres s movement . ·...

At the l evel of r eg iona l s tudent pol i tics as well , although ASAC
had moved c lo s e r t owards t he UD&. suppo r t i ns SAC' s in WESCO , ASAC
d id not affiliate to i t i mmed i a t e l y . Even though ASAC was
b reaking wi th i t s prior poa i tion of non-al ignment, there wae
s till ~ch mutual animosity between people i n ASAC and WESCO .
Instead of Joining WESCO at t hat s tage , on a pract i cal ba s is ,
ASAC had begun to work even more closely with the Joint SRC ' s. In
March, howeve r . Just before the NECC Con fe r ence. the r e wa s a
dltente on bot h sides. I n early March. the UDF Rdfi initiated a
regional s t uds nt works hop in an a t tempt t o fos t e r a sing l e
Western Cape s t udent organisat i on . The conf erence , which was
attended by ASAC, t he Joint SRC's and t he WESCO SAC's , drew up a
' Plan of Act i on ' , bas ed on the guide l ines s et -out by the SPCC
confe rence . " Soon afte rwards, ASAC , t he Joint SRC's , t he AECC
and t he PAC convened a huge confe rence a t the Ath l one Civic
Cent re on t he 22nd of March . The Confe rence . a t wh i oh a l mos t t he
enti r e newly elect ed executive of COSATU ~ epokew, was convened
t o d iscuss t he NECC conf e rence which was to be he l d t he next
we ek. More importent~? was the messa8e coming from the JOint
SRC's and ASAC. The invitation t o t he confe rence ~ stated t hat

"Unity in et ruggle is i mpor tant . . . because i t i s
i mportant f or us i n the Cape t o be par t of a na tional
un i t ed po s i t ion no t an ieolated and eeparatist
posi tion . . , Let us identi f y ourselves as part of the
mainstream of st ruggle in SA. Le t us decide a s part of
t he national s truggle. Let us ACT as part of t he nation
1n c r eation .....

" hlll"t. I",. 1m. IJ" l, i . '~" .. illh o. II UmtiOl: II, $h ~!lh j . 110 1..1... e" , StlGlll. llii·ml '
il 11"1"', S (U) [emU... il III (i ,Uiu: HI I,,,,,lim ,Il l. 10. 1.. COIIo"", 1111 (11, IlIbl ltIl ~" .. i!lnl
[,mt lt, . ~(IOIIf !lill
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At t he a ame t 1me the HUH, CAL and SOYA had w1thdrawn from the

NECC c onf e r ence wh1ch wee t o be hald 1n Durban on the 29th of

Ma r ch. bec ause t hey bad f elt that lt was t oo heav1 l y domlnatad by
t he Congr e s s or gani &at i ons . Ins tea d . the National Forum and the

Uni t y Hovement bad held an educ a t 10n confe r ence on the s~ day .

in the s ame c i t y . " This~ be-e1'! a clea r i nd i cation that the
appare nt uni t y that had eXlsted l n t he West ern Cape . durlng t he

tur=o i l. wa s no ~re . In a direct ly cont r as t 1ng pos i tion . the

ASAC r eport t o t he NECC Confe rence :b«I" s t a ted t hat

- ASAC be l ieves s t rongl y i n f orging a s tronger uni t y in
1988 . We must s e t a s i de non-pol i tlcal d i ffe rences . work
thr ough po l i t l c al dlf fe rences and bu l ld a s t udent f r ont
on a worker s strugg le . ·-

Wh1le

ASAC

NECO
both

the re were v ivi d t ens i on s be tween WESCO on the one hand and

a nd the J o i nt SRC' s on the ot her . both before and at the

Confe r ence i t s e l f . t here had been a c l ea r ind i cat i on from

s l de e that ther e wa s a need t o f orge a un i t ed a t ude nt front

based around aspecte of the Congr ess t r ad l t lon. Although ASAC had

been unwi l ilng at t hat s tage t o Join WESCO . i t had o l ea r l y been

mov ing t owar ds t he Congress t radition. Towards the end o f 1986 .
the t h ree maj or s tudent groupi ng.ln t he Wes t ern Cape, ASAC, t he

Jol nt SRC 's and t he l~se affiliat i on of UDF_supporting SAC 's , had

a gree d t o a pr ocess o f un i f i c a t ion an~ l n Hay 1987, t he Weste r n

Cape Students Cong r e s s ( WECSCO) waa of f lc l a lly launched . Bl och
he e po lnted ou t that the i deologic a l pos i t i on of ASAC and the

J oint SRC's ha d not been compl e t e l y subme r ged into a

straightforwa r d national 1s t dlecourae. but that t he uni t y be t ween

t he ae three groupa we r e Mc onao 11dat ed wlth the emer genc e of an

i deo l oglc al consensus ( a lef t i st natlona l -- democratic approa ch )

that a l l owed a clear ac tive dlr ec t lon t o emerge , .... H~ver . it

must be polnted out t hat, although "SAC heo:r l a t e r become a f ul l ­
fl edged Congr ess supporti ng s truct ur e . even adopt ing t he Freedom

Cha r ter, i t, t ogether with membe rs of the J o l nt SRC 's. ~

adopt ed a l e ft pos i tlon wlth--J~UDF . Although these t wo

.. [m l im N Ih•

.. IS I[ .tllt! " ti l l?

.. 1:':1 " nt t l.
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5tructure~ had been i ncorporated wi t h i n t he UDF, a nd although

there wa s stil l muc h ho~tility toward~ t heir po~ i t ion, t he broad

fronti sm o f the UDF in t he We s t ern CapeO} ~ tolerated ~uch

di ~sension ( at t he t ime) wi t h in its r anks. Never t hele s e, by 1988 .

t eneione had e ve n emerged wi t h i n ASAC itself , as we l l as in

WECSCO , between the left positi on and t he mor e mainatream

Ccngress trad i t i on . Beainning towards the e nd o f 1987, with i n

ASAC Itse l f , s eve r e t ens i o ns wer e begi nning to e me r ge . This baa­

l ed to the f ormation o f two d istinct caucuses - one a left

position a nd the other a mainstream Congr ess one. There we r e a

se r ies of wa 1kou t e by the f e ud i ng t endentla l c u r r ents a nd at one

stage th i s had almost torn ASAC apart. The se h idden developments

in ASAC and WECSCO s hou l d however be followed up by another
rese arch peper .
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BY WAY op C'X')NC!'C.IISIQN : TETJ. NO r.TES_

crATH NO BABY VI,:., mTBS

That the 1985 schoo ls boycott in the We ste r n Cape wa s a

signif icant historic s xperience is undeniable. The scale,

dur ation and intensi ty of the boycott wa s unsurpassed i n the

region . Additiona l l y , the l es eons of p r e v i ous boycotts were

con sc i ous l y extr apo l a ted. However , given t he r ea l i t y of r e gion s '

low-comparat ive leve l o f pol itical development and r e s i s tanc e

prior to 1985 , the boycott experience was a lso mediated by
•

f act ors in the We s t ern Cape . The o r gan ic c r i s ta that s o many h ave

alluded t o wa s certain l y r eal, but its e f f ects were pal l i ate d by

t he reg ions' d i f fe ren t i ated de ve l opme n t s . I t wou ld as s uch be

ludic rous t o suggest t h a t a reasonable compar i son c an be made

wi t h r eg i ons s uch a s t he Eastern Ca pe o r Transvaal . As s uc h , a

c aut i ous a pproach must be adopted so as not t o adopt an

axaggerated and triumphalist interpretat ion of the boycott in the

Wes ter n Cape .

With regards t o the accusat i on that the student leade r sh ip, ( ASAC

i n particular ) had evinced a l e ve l o f immediacy , I would argue

that such an accusation is lar gely unsubstanti ated . I t would seem

as i f cer tai n academics , wh i l e s ympat het ic to t he cause of

boycot t i ng s tude nts, have tri ed to mainta in t he i r i mparti a l i t y .

While this i s good and is i ndeed the co r r ec t a pproach , a number

of problems have als o a rieen . Many academics have t r ied s o h a r d

to demonstrate t he ir i mpartialityv that they have taken the

concept o f ob j ect i v i t y t o the verge o f a lunat i c fr i nge

explana t ion. Co nsequently, t he y have adopted e part i cu l a r ly hareh

158



a nd often unju~tified c r i t i que of the students' struggle a nd,
have mi sconstrued or invented many aspects of the boycott.

!mmedi ati sm wa s c ertainly one of these invented traditions , Whi le

th i s i s not to deny that immediatism was preva l ent at the leve l

o f the mass o f a t ude n t s , this was not discern.ble amongst the

ASAC l eaderahip , ! have demonstrated how a definition of

i mme d iatis m wae i nc or r e c t l y const ructe d and moulded a round ASAC ,

through a very uncritical approach, if not an approach which

bor de r e o n a blatant distorticn of its medi a , Comparative

analyses with media publiahed by o t he r o r ga nisa tions , such as the

UDF and Thornhill, would,according t o the or iter ia used, also dub

these ' mat u r e ' organi s a t i ons as being imbued with a sense o f

i mmed i a t i s m, or a be l ief that v ictory wa e i mmine nt . Additiona l ly

those who have l abelled ASAC as promoting Liberation before

Educa tion, if not consciou e l y , then through it s a ctions , have a t

no ata ge exami ned t he r e a l s i t uatio n that s tudent o r gan i s a t ions

were f acing , Neither have they suggested that a construct ive

a l t e r na t i ve was possible . The term immediatism , whi ch is close ly

as soc iate d wi th t he slogan Liberation Be fo re Education , t herefore

wou ld ha ve t o be used wit h much caut i on and it s parameters have

t o be redefined , ! have not f ound a n y r eal e v i de nc e (nor

conceale d a ny) whi ch suggests t hat t he l e a d e rsh ip i n ASAC~

be lie ve d that the state was about to collapse . Whi le ASAC~

made many mi stakes, th is was not one o f t hem . Wh i l e many of t he

s t ude n t interviewees have admitted that they were imbued with a

s e ns e o f r cmantio iem during the period o f heightened struggle ,

what e lse c ould be expected~ Any notion o f i mmediati em must be

counte r -po s e d t o t he effulgent vi ew that the ASAC leader shi p had,
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and which bel ieved on l y the or aan i eed work i ng- c l a ae could t opple

the s tste .

I n one reepect however . Bundy 's notion ie abeolutely cor rect -

ie . by pointing out that becauee the ecale o f youth political

develo~nt in a period of upheava~, i e so rapid, a large

propor t i on of t holle you t h who are pol it ic iee~ in evch a period,

are po l i t i c i ee d in a very euper ficial ~er . Therefo re. when

t he ee newly baptieed radicale are plagued with a ee riee of

defeats . euch a e when they returned t o echoo le . the enthusiasm

and ~i litsncy t ha t once sbounde~ wanee extre~ely ewift ly . To a

l a r ae extent . t his i s what happensd t o ~any studente i n 1966 .

Howeve r , a purely defeatist perspective of the boyc ot t exper ience
_n

ie not a l t ose ther t r ue. aa throuah the awar eneee proarammee which ~

he l d , ~any atudente deve l oped at least an i nkling of po l i t ica l

c onac iouene ee , wh i ch ot he rwi ee wou l d not have occurred . For

ot he r s howeve r . t he boycott expe rience had a l ae t i ng i~pect . For

example a etudent at St . Cel~~e. ~~ert W~t~rw itch. had J o ined

MK l a r gely t hrough hie experienc e in the 196!l boycot t.

Unfortunatel~ howeve r. he wae killed dur i ng a ~i li tary oper a t ion .

Add i t i onally . the boycot t ~ developed a f a i r l y broad gr oup of

indiv iduale who had bec ome the next l aye r o f leadership with in

ASAC . The Rylande Hi gh interviewe~ f or exampl e , has pointed ou t

that one o f the etudente who wae in i t i a l l y not interest ed in the

awareneee programmee or the bo ycott, had been c aught r unn i ng

home . While ot he r Il t ude nte were e t i l l holding a n awa renese

programme . Thie student wae t hen pl ac ed i n a c l aea . Thr e e ye ar e

la te r he had oecome the cha i r Fe reon o f the Ryl ande SRC and t oday ,
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e t i l l, r-emeLne a c Oll\lll i t t e d membe r of a progre s s i ve organisat i on .'·

As far as student o r gan i s a t ion was c o ncer ned , there were both

advantages and disadvantages at the end o f the boycott . I n

Athlone. some of the a dvantages c an be s een from the f act that

the 198 5 boycott R4a spawned a etrong area-based student

st ructur e whi c h ~ lin ke d pre v i ou s l y iso l ated SRC's o r s t udents'

structures , giving their indiv idual struggles some f orm o f

c oherenc e . Add itional l y . schoo ls s uc h a s Rylands , Groenv l e i ,

Ga rlandale and l ate r Bridgeto~? had e me r ged fr om the 198 5

boycot t wi t h f u l l - f l e d ge d SRC ' s, whe r e a s no s t udent or ga n isati on

at al l had e xiste d previously. Even at schools such as St .

Col umbas , Ne d Doman and Athlone Hi gh , i f an SRC did not exist . at

least s ome sor t o f student organisation existed . Even if th is

s t ructur e was not able t o hold awareness programmes or o t her such

organise d programmes dur ing school hours . a fter t he boycot t had

e nded. a ccre group o f s t udents we r e s ti l l c omi ng t o ASAC

meetings. a nd, if not h ing else , a t l east d istributing pamphlets to

t heir respec~ive schools. On t he do~~-side. afte~ t he boyc ott~

ended. t he powe r that SRC's a nd s tudent s t r uct ures possesse~~

wetS d im in i shed cons iderab ly . At many schcols. the a g r eements

re a c hed with t he s c hoo l a dmi nistr a t ions during the per i od of t he

boycot t . when s t uden t s had possessed real pcwer. wer e all but

ignore~) when the boycott had ended. Even s c hoo l s auch as

Belgr av ia. wi t h a st r ong SRC , had c on t i nue d t o battle with i s sue s

auc h as c o r por a l puni s hme n t . However . the situat i ons be fo r e and

after t he boyc ott , a t a l l the se schcol~ we re not the same . In
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1986 , most Ath10ne schools ~for exampl e implemented some form

o f an awareness programme on ~ National Detainees Day.

Sharpeville Day. Mayday and June 16th. wherea~previOUs lY , most

of theee days would have passed by unnoticed by the broader mass

of students . In addition. the format i on of both WECTU and the

PTSA' s wa s a d irect outcome of the i985 boycott .

La s t l y . there wa s a c lea r growth of an anti-government sent iment ,

Thr ough the act ions of the police and army, but especia l ly the

act ions of Car ter Ebrahim. the facade of reforms f or c o l our e d and

Indian people , wh i ch the gcvernment was eo desperately trying t o

s ecure. wae drowned by wha t it had iteelf disgorged, eve n before

it wa s abl e to gain a footho ld in the c ommunity , Convereely,

there was a real growth of suppo r t for the liberation

or gan i s ati ons i n t he Western Cape, e s pecially t hose with ANC

sympat hies . Howeve r , thie growth was no t absolu te , i n terms of

t he population of the We s t e r n Cape , This i s r e f lected very

clear ly. almost t en year s l a t e r , by the defeat of the ANC by the

lla tion!>l P!>rty ( i n the regicne.l ele ct i ons) , i n t he count r y ' S

first po l it i c a lly democratic elec tions , Howeve r. t his was not a

sudden or new deve l opment. and even a f te r the 1985 boycot ts , when

nationa l s t ayaways were ca l l edJ fo r exampl e . t he We s t e r n Cape was

almos t su re t o have one o f t he l owest percentageJ of people who

stayed away from work ,

Of more signifioance in this respect is the c ompar at i ve growth of

organiset i ons such a s the UDF , as compar ed t o the re lative

stagna t ion of or gani s a t ions such as t he Unit y Movement or CAL,

~TI i l e t he UDF did gr ow, its growt h was e i gni f ied more by a growth
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o f hegemony wi t h i n the di ~cour~e o f liber ation polit ics than

anyth i ng s l se. Whi l e the Unity Movement wa s never a mas s -based

organisat i on , and its strength lay mor e i n the power o f its

i t s f ormer suppor t e rs orpos sessed earlier . wi th many of

argumen~. a f ter

~ had

1985~ its voi c e a nd i deas had lost the hegemony

members shifting ths ir a l l e g iance i n the d irection o f Cong r e s s.
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School Boycot t !! " <Cepe Town ,
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To Continue

(Cepe
(Ce pe

Holo i s is "
Destroy"

- "Focus on Sen
You To BUild, Not

Azenien Student s Oraeni s etion
Se larevie SRC - "We Cell on
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Cepe Youth Conareas ( LOGRA Brench ) - "Sona s he et H (Cape Town ? )

Conce r ned Fa r e nt a Cummitt ee ( P~ l ands ) ev la "~c Educa t i QD Cr ie is '
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"Suppor t The ConSUlPe r

Cu l t ur a l Soc i e t y of Alexander Sint on
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Cultura l Socie t y of Al exander Si nton - QUSAS ~I ll e tin No 5 (Cape
Town. October 1986 )

I nt e rim Commi t t ee f or a Federat i on o f
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Town, 1985 )

New Unit y Movelllent
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"OUR Chr ill tma ll under
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THEI R St ate o f
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Crill ill" (Cape Town, Augu llt 198~ )
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Studente of Young Azania SOYA Bu lletin ( Cape T_. 1985 )
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Un I t e d Democretic Front ( Cl ar emont & Ob s er ve t or y ) - Up Front No 2
(Cape Town, Oet ob. r 1965 )
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Unit ed Democ r a t ic
1985)

Uni t e d De moc r atic
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Teachers Union
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Ar gu s All i Sllues from Ju l y 1985 t o Feb rua ry 1986

Cope Times All i llsues f r om July 1985 t o Februa r y 1986

Gr assroot s Al l i s sues f r om July 1985 to Oet ob. r 1986

Learning Roots All l l1eue e from J u l y 1985 t o October 1986

HUD U m NeW3 All lellued from Sept embe r t o Decembe r 1985

People 's Expr e e e All i s sues f r om Septembe r t o Decembe r 1985

We ek ly Moi l Al l i llllue e from J une 1985 t o Apr i l 1986
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Education, 1985 "

.. )., - \
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"School
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HQul'le Qf Eeprcne ntat1Ye s "Box 1964- "

CTPA 1984-1992 " f il e

0) Collection on t he "TroJ an Hor _' court eeee 1985-1989
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