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Elections in Apartheid’s Emergency
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Most of u3 wers not even alive 27 years ago, on
March 271 1960. Yet the svents of that day and
their aftermath have left their mark on all of
our lives,

For more than 100 yeariblsck South Africans had
been forced to carry “pem-books’”’. Thess ‘badges of
slavery” rulsd ower people’s Hves, dictated whars
they could work and live and who they coukd marry,

The anger and frustration of Africen psople incressed
ai the Apartheid gowernment tighténed up the pasa
laws, enforced segregation and forced millions of
Africant into the almady overcrowded Bantustans

In March 1960, the Pan Africanit Congress (s group
that broks from the ANC in 1058] called for a nation-
wide pesceful protest sganst the pass laws,
More than 50 000 black South Africans responded to
their call, and marched on police siatiohs to hand
their pazses in and be srested.

In Sharpeville, the police panicked at the sight of the
thowumnds of peophe around them, and opened fire on
the unarmed protestecs with their Sten guin.

69 psople diad and 187 wers wounded, shot in
the back by the police. Mr. Humphray Tyler, st
presant editor of the Argus, witnessad the
shootings and recalied that the crowds were
totally unarmed and peaceful, “ss if they wer
at a camival”. A further 21 demonstrators
were killed st Langa, in Cape Town,

Days after the mestacrs, the government invoked the
Public Safety Act for the first time snd declared »
State of Emergency. The ANC and the PAC were
banned on March 2B and in the sx months after
Sharpevills mors than 20 000 ANC supporters wane
detained snd many jailed for long periods on Robben
Island,

The AMC lesdership, now in hiding or in exile, came
together to decide how they should respond.

Thay realisad that 48 years of patient pleading,
petitions and deputstions to the government
could sthow no concrets results, only the
broken bodies of Africans shot by Apartheid’s
security forces,

This prompted the ANC into two hirtoric decislons:

*Firstly thaton-violsnce and pesaceful protast alons
would not bring the government to its wnies — the
AMNC decided o form Umikhonto We Sizwe, the srmed
wing of the ANC;

* Secondly that the cutiide world nesded to be in-
formed of the evils of apartheid, snd persusded to fight
what they lkensd to & form of Nazsm. For this pur
pose, the ANC mimion-in-axie was established under
the lsadership of Oliver Tambo, st thet time sn attor-
ney in Johsnresburg.

emember the victims of apartheid violence

SHARPEVILLE WAS NO FREAK OCCUR-—
RENCE,

Sincs the days of colonial conquest snd ex—
termination, life for Black South Africans has
been an ongoing series of deaths, funerahs and
ongoing resistance,

Maors recantly the 1piral of violence has stespaned_ 21
pecples ware shot dead by police in Uitenhage on March
21 1985, axactly 25 yesrs after Sharpaville, 14 psople
died in Mamelodi in February 1888, 11 died in
Qusenstown in May.

More than 2400 black South Africans have
died since October 1984 when whita SADF
troops first went into the African townships,

At the same time we white South Africans have grown
more distant and detachedirom the concerns of Black
South Africans.

This is how the government wants us: ignorant of the
growing civil war in ow country, and prepared to
scoapt their version of reality.

If the Sharpeville massacre had happensd yes-
tardey, this is how we would read sbout it,
courtssy of the Bumau for Information:
“A mob of wveral hundrad blsck radicals attacked a
police station with stones and patrol bombs. After
requesting them to disperss, police fired warning shot
shots and then dizpersed the rioters with birdehot, Sev-
eral of the mob were killed."”

We whites are expectsd to be sitting tight,
doing as Botha and CIliff Saunders want:

Botha wants us to:

* Play the “elections gama’’, forget the Emar.
gency and believe his promisss of refrom;

* Go to tha SADF (or support our boyfriends
who do go), climb without question onto his
Casspirs and go into the townships with loaded
R1 rifles, to “take action’ against fellow South
Africans fighting for their liberty.

But thers is another way, We can rermember Snarpeviile
and Lhitenhage by:

*JOINING ORGANISATIONS working for
a just pssca - NUSAS, the End Conmscription
Campaign and the United Democratic Front
are some of the many.,

BOTHA HAS NOTHING TO OFFER EXCEPT
MORE AND MORE SHARPEVILLES.

THE FREEDOM CHARTER LEADS US TO
A NON-RACIAL AND DEMOCRATIC SA.

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERNI

THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND FRIEND-
SHIPI

Published by Media Comm frimed on SKC Aress



