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Historic JointtSettlement Issued By Pather And Naicker

LEADERS GET TOGETHER TO REJECT
PROPOSAL FOR INDIAN UNIVERSITY

(BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT)

HE announcement that an ‘*Indian College’ will be opened in Durban next year has bean conderrfned

by all shades of Indian opinion. The announcement by the Minister of Ec!ucntion has resulted in a
historic jaint pronouncement on the subject by Dr. G. M. Naicker, pretu_:lent of the I\_latal Indian
Congress and Mr. P. R. Pather, president of the Natal Indian Organisation. This i.s the.ﬁrst time that Dr.
Naicker and Mr. Pather have spoken with one voice on any aspect concerning Indian life and illustrates,
as nothing else could have done that the Indian is fully united in his condemnation of the proposal. The
two leaders state: *‘On behalf of the Indian community of Natal, we hereby categorically condemn the
proposed establishment of a purely segregated Indian University College in Durban. The announcement
by the Minister that such a College has heen inaugurated as from the st Novembar, 1960, has come as a
severe shock to the Indian community who have consistently and strenuously opposed on principle .and
on facts the creation of segregated and separate Universities for different sections of the '.S.outi.'n African
community, We fi,‘mly beliave that the creation of these ethnic racial and triba! Uplve.rsmes is a Plat-
ant negation of the'very fundamenta) inherent concept of the universality of the institution of a Univer-

sity as a place of higher learning,

TELEGRAWN
TO MINISTER
TDOR. G. M. NAICKER, Pre-
sident of the Natal Indian
Congress and Mr. P. R, Pather,
President of the Natal Indian
Organisation bhave sent the
following telegram to Pretoria
to the Heon. Mr. Serfontein,
Minister of Education, Arts
and Science requesting bim
not to take any steps in repard
to the proposed Indian Uni
versity in Durban pending re-
presentations to be made to
them after a Natal Conference
of the Indian people. They
also urge the Minister to
allow students to enrol at the
Natal University for 1961 in
the meantime.
The telegram
follows:—

#Eptire Indiann commu-
nity unanimous in its reject-
tion of propesed Indian
University request not to
proceed with announced in.
tention and ask you receive
deputation to be elected
from Natal Conference to
be convened to discuss this
subject early in December.

Meantime urge you allow
enrolment of First Ye:{
Studénts at Natal Univer.
sity for 1961.

Please await our represen-
tations before any steps
"taken.” !

reads  ax

The statement continues:

“Ta deny students a free chaice
of where they should study, to
curb the rights of the students to
mix freely with other fellow atu-
dents, to place restrictions on
them in their quest for learning
and search for Truth and to
make the students, lecturers and
other to obey restrictive regula.
tions as have been applied to the
tribal Colleges at Fort Hare,
Ngoya, Bellville, and Turfleop is
nothing else but a complete and
flagrant violation of all concepts
for which a University stands.

“The creation of a Separate
Indian University will result in
the exclusion of all prospective
fitst :year Indian students from
the Universities of Natal, Cape
Town and ‘Witwatersrand, insti-
tutions whose facilities have been
open to the Indian students In
common with others sinee theis
incepticn and which facilities our
students have pgratefully utilised
for a number of decades, Our
community is proud to bave hun.
dreds of graduates in many
branches of study who kave come
tbrough the portals of these
splendid ‘seats of learning, We
bow our heads in shame for
those in authority and Govern-
ment, who now contemplate shut-
ting these doors of highet learn.
ing in the faces of the huadreds
of eager students of an uader
privileged and  voiceless com-

munity,

“The Minister of educatien,
the Honourable Mr. Serfontein's
visit to Dusban on Thureday to
inspect and choose the site of the
proposed Indian University, —
condemned and unwanted by
our people,—is a waste of time,
energy and monsy and we request
him in all sincerity to abandon
his attempt to foist the evil of a
tribal university on our people.
That this attempt should happen
on the eve of the Centenary of
the seitlement of Indians in this
country is adding insult to injury
and makes us cry out io {aoger

-apainst this rank injustice upon a

people who have given unstint.
ingly of their lives, labour and
learning towards the progress and
developmemt of our multi-racial
country.

"We reiterate that there are no
two viewpoints in our community
on the question of the Proposed
Indian University. We are com-

" pletely unanimous in our con-
‘demnation of it.

We are con-
fideat that no self respecting man
of woman in our community will
support the move for a separate
Indian Unijversity.”

Fountain Of Wisdom

I am sitting on the neck of a man,
and having quite crushed him down
I compel kim to carry me, and will
not alight, while I assure everybody
I am very sotry for him, and will
do anything to ease him—except get
off his back.—Tolstoy.

Science
Museum
For Delhi

("Indian Opinion™ India Service)

NEW DELHI.
A_ SCIENCE museum is to
be established at the National
Physical Laboratory at a cost
of £112,500
The nucleus of the mugeum,
with an exhibited area of
5,000 aquare fzet, has already
been formed in a wing of the
NPL in collaboration with
UNESCO. The development
of the museum will be spread
over a number of years. To
start with there will be over
10,000 exhibits.

Planetarium

The main featute of the
museum will be a planerarium
with an 18 foor.diameter
dome, which will be ready
within a few months,

Working exhibits in the
field of astronomy, including
thoac of jets, celestial bodies
and the structure of the moon,
are being buile,

When the planetarium buijld.
ing comes up, regular shows
will be held on the position
and movements of important
stars and planets over Delhj,
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A MHundred Years
In Soui;h Africa .

@N Wednesday, November 16, the Indian will bave

been a hundred years in Seuth Africa—a period
which has had innumerable vicissitudes for them
as well as much material progress and advancement.
Since the day when the first Indians landed on South

African soil from the paddle-steamer, the Truro, the;

Indians have ploughed a pre-eminently interesting furrow
i this country. NMost of the histary is much too recent
for dispassionate assessment and evaluation and objective
appraisal, Many people who have beed closely associated
with Indian history in this country for the past fifty yedrs’
are still very much alive. 1t would, indeed, be a difficult
thing to assess in a disinterested manner, the history of

our first hundred years, but on the eve of the hundredth

anniversary of the arrival of the Indian people it will not
be out of place for us to look back for a few moments,
The Indian was brought to this country to work on
the sugar plantations. The reason advanced at the time
for the introduction of Indian labouretrs was that the in-
digeneous population was “lazy.” Elsewhere in this issue
we publish an explanation of the real reasons behind the
refusal of the Zulus to work and for the importation of
Indian labourers. They are worth  thinking over.
the first few years of their stay in this country the Indian
labourers earned unlimited pralsc for the manner in which
they proceeded to convert the colony into a "gardcn'"
Within twenty.five years jealousies arose as the settler
Europeun population began to increase. Anti-agitation
was fanned and soon enough the issue resolved itself into
the following: the labour of the Indians was required; but
they themselves were not wanted; and it was qultc an
_exercise in physics how to separate the two and have one
without the other.
«was not without resource and the 43 tax was'an effort to
get the labour without the Indian. In 1903 an attempt was

made to get the contracts with Indian immigrantlabourers’

to terminate in India but the imposition of the ban:on
emigration of labourers by the Government of India cut
across this plan. The indentured labourers and thejr
descendants served Natal and the other provinces with
distinction. This is admitted on zll hands, - ! -

In the wake of the mdentured 1labourcr5 the- frce
Indians came. They, too. rendered valuable service to
this country but they also were not wanted and’so Natal's
Responsible Government worked up immigration laws

against them aund local authorities sought ways and means

to cut across their trade. For the last fifty years the
Indian question has been handled at a Union level. The
Group areas Act is the culmination of the series of anti,
Indian laws designed to cripple the [ndian economxcally
The Governinent appears to have succeedéd in this, and

( Coutinned on next page )
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the impact of Islam.

The European population of Natal:

IN INDI

. (I

T different times in its long
history, the Hindu religion

has shown an exceptional capacity
to. adjust itzelf to challenges
cither from outside or from its
own internal developments. The
challenge of Buddbism wxs an
internal one, which affected both
the doctrines and the social insti-
tutions of Hinduism. It produced
a wajor crisis in Hindu socitty,
but with the reformation of reli-
gion and the reorganisation of
institutions associated with the
Gupta period, that crisis was over
come and Hinduism re.emerged
trivmphant. Again, when in the
13th Century, after the conguest
of- the Gangetic plan by the
Muslims, ;"Hipduism' faced the:
radical challenge of Islam, both
its doctrines and its institutions
geemned to have been seriously
threateaed. 'The response of
Hinodu religion and sogiety to
what in effect ‘'was a threat to
their very existence was again
fundamental and far reaching,
Religious thought was refashioned
to meet the challenge of Islam
and we have not only a number
of reformed sects but a wide«
spread revival of devotional reli-
gion, associated with the Bhakti
movement. There was, however,
2 significant difference bctwccn
the earlier reformation in response
to the challenge of Buddhism and
the later’one which resulted from
In the
carlier peoriod India had a com.
mon language of culture, Sanskrit,
and the consequence was that the

. reformation had an all-Iodia char-

acter, On the othér hand, during
the s14th. Century the regional

.languages had becomé important

with the result the moVement of
reforms were confined t6 special
regions. Thus the gréat move-
ment which resulted in Sikhism,
was confined to the Panjab,

. A pgreater challenge faced
Hinduism at the end of the 18th
Century, The British bhad be-
come masters of a pgreat area
which included the three pra.
vinces of Bengal, ‘Bihar and
Orizsa. ‘They represented a dif-
ferent civilisation add practised a
different religion, Both the civi-

' lisation and the religion net only

" challenged Hinduism and the
society associated ' with it, but
uccmed to be altogeth:r incomi«
patible’ in spitit. A missionary
‘centre based in Serampore, near

¥

RELIGIOUS
REFORMATION

3

By K. M. PANIKKAR .
In *India Calling”

Calcutta made the position clear
by attracting to it the intellectual
clitc of Bengal. The problem in
its essentials was secen and for.
mulated by a truly remarkable
man who may be called” the
prophet of modern India—Raja
Ram Mohan Roy. Ram Mohan
recognised the - weaknesses of
Hinduism, and his enquiry inte
its causes led him to a study of
the Christian religion and of the
social institutions of European
nations. The result was a fervent
desire (o reform the doctrine of
Hinduism, and its religious prac-
tices no less than is social fnsti-
tutions. The Brahmo Samaj
whick Ram Mohan Roy founded .
as a reformed church, theugh
manifestly influenced by Chris.

tian teachmgs and Western 1deaa,‘

was still 'based on the Upanishads
—the great storchouse of Hindu
philosophical speculation. © Even
for the basic social reforms which
he advocated, ke claimed autbor-
ity in anctent Hindu practices,—
as may be seen from the fact that
bis pleas” for the betterment o.
the conditions of Indian women
was cutitled Brief remarks re-
garding modern encroachments on’
the ancient rights of females.
“Though the Brahmo Samaj was
a most radical reform of Hindu.
ism and played a very notable
part  in  modernising Hmdu
thought, its influence was limited
to the upper classes of Bengal
society, Hindu oarthedoxy else-
where was not zeriously affected
by it. It iz only after the new
educational system based on the
Englisb labguage penctrated ,all
over India, that the problem:
assumed ano all-India importance.
‘With the spread of Enplish educa-
tion missionary efforts also began
to spread, challenging Hindu

ideas and socia) institutions in "

every part of the couatry,  Con-
mequently, everywhere new leads
ers of Hinduism, who no less by
their saintly life than' by their
new interpretations of ancient
scriptures, bore wilness to the
faith and initiated what amountéd
to ab all.India movement fo}’ the
reformation of Hinduism,
Three Sources

Three sources of mspntatlon
ﬂeurve special meation in this
connection. The first is that of
Shr{ ~Ramakrishna Paramhamsa
(died 1886), a god-realised mystic

(Continued- on page 357 )
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Indoctrination For Servitude

CYNICAL DISREGARD
FOR PRINCIPLES

'THE following comment was made by Dr, Hagas Meidaer, Natal
Provincial Chairman of the Liberal Party of South Africa. on the
subject of the Indian “University':—

The Government’s announce-
ment that it will open an Indian
Upiveesity College at three days
notice calls for comment because
it demoasteates most clearly the
Nationalist Goveroment’s irres-
pousibility and ignotance,

If the plans .for this tribal
college have been well laid and
all preparations have been made
the Government is guilty of a
flageant  disregard of Indian
apinion, This opinicn should
bave been sought although there
can be little doubt that the
majority of Indian people would
have been hostile to the Govern-
ment proposals,

It seems likely, however, that
there were no well laid plans
because the buildings will only
be selected this week—and must
function a8 a university site
within three months. If thisis so
it indicates a cynical disregard
by the Government of all the
principles of sound education.

‘This whole unworthy scheme
is an example of the Nationalists’
blind fanaticism bscause their
untreasoning desire for apartheid
should already have been satis.

T e T TR S R T ——
A Hundred Years In South

fied by the University of Natal's
practice of academic and social
separation, The only reason for
providing a separate Indian Col-
lege is a determination by the
Government to substitute for
education a process of indoctri-
nation which *will fit the Indian
fer his place in South African
society.” The Government must
be condemned far this move. It
is an economic extravagance of
no social value, Apnd like al)
tribal colleges it will serve an
evil aim of indocrination for
servitude.”

NEW TOURIST
AMENITIES

NEW DELHI—The Planning
Commission has approved an
allocation of Rs 50 million
(£375m.) for developing tourism
in India dutiog the Third Plan.

Of this, more than half will be
spent on providing new amenij.
ties exclusively for foreign tour.
ists | It is also proposed to give
subsidies to the Indian Airliges
Corporation for lnking by afr
some jmportant centres,

Africa

( Conirnuned from previous page )
unless some radical reversals in policy are made the
Indian will soon find himself strangled economically. But
this is not all.  \We now have the Indian university, a
“present” as it were on the occasion of the hundredih

anniversary of our arrival in this country,

Where the

Group Ateas seeks to strangulate economically, the
Indian “'university” no doubt seeks to emasculate ment-

ally and intellectually.

The Indians may well wonder

what the next hundred years holds.
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“GHARLIE'S MOHAN"

MR ANDREWS was a man

of unique personality and
geeat learning. He came ta this
country as a missionary, from
which coe may gauge his spirit
of renunciaticn and his love of
fecvice, But when he saw that
bis being 3 missionaty was put-
ting obstacles in the way of his
service, and the rolea and repu-
lations of the mission were fes-
tricting his freedom and cramp-
ing his soul, he put off his title
of ‘Reverend’ and became plaio
‘Mr.’ Aodrews, He bad an extra-
ordinarily soft loving heart. One
day, in the course of a private
conversation, , he said ta me: “I
want to serve the people of India
as they want to be served.
Coming from England and setting
oneself up as a pury, as some
people do, has no appeal for me,”
(Itis likely he was refetring to
Mrs. Annie Besant,) “Nordo I
desire to become a Hindu and
teach the Hindus the tenets of
theic own faith.'" Perhaps he
had sister Nivedita in mied when
he =zaid this ) **All I want ro be
is a servaat of the people of this
country.” And that fs exactly
what he was

When Bapu’s Satyagraba in
South Africa had assumed ,a
stemer character, Gokhale and
others decided ro send Mr.
Andrews over to help bim.
Mr, Andrews® friends gathered
together ta wish him God-speed,
and everyoue gave him some gift
as a keepsake His friend, Mr,
Pearsou, also brought an offering.
He said laughingly: “I have
brought you a queer gifil'" Mr,
Andrews could not guess what it
was, and! was rather puzzled.
Mr: Pearsor a2dded: “I bave
brought you myself! I am coming
aloeg with you to help you.™

They went to South Africa.
lived amongst the English, Bapu
was a good judge of their char-
acter. In the twinkling of an eye
these 1wo friends became his
{fricads also. Mr Aundrews said

to Gandbiji: I will call you
‘Mobaan’, and you must call me
‘Charlie’ benceforth,” Their mu-
tual affection grew and grew
until they became as blood-
brothers, Whenever Mr, And-
drews was retuening to India
from abroad, he would send,
without fail, a cable from some
por! en route—**To Mohan love
from Charlie”. Bapu’s thrifty
soul winced at this ncedless ex.
travagance, but ke never could
muster up cotirage enough to
tell Charlie not to do it!

Mr. Andrews was a champion
at forgetting things. If he went
to bathe, he left his watch in the
bathroom. 1f be et or borrowed
anything, he never bothered to
remember it.  That is  why,
whenever Bapu sent bim anye
where, be gave him more money
than he actually needed, remarke
ing with a smile: “You must
have some money to lose, you
know!” Mr. Andrews never
kept accounts. On his return
from aoywhere be would turn
out his pockets and band over to
bis Mohan whatever was left.

I noticed that after a while,
Mr. Andrews did not call Bapu
“Moban' any more. He called
bim “Bapu,’ as we all did,

—From Stray Gitmpses of Bapu by
Kaka Kalelkar, published by the Nave
jivan Publishing 1louse, Ahmedabad—
14, Price Rs. 2 (3/)

MORE
SHIPPING
TONNAGE

A CCORDING o the Indian
National Steamship Owners Assa -
ciation, 19 vessels totalling about

142,000 gross registered tons,
kave now beea added 1o the
Indian merchant fAeet in  the

first eight months of 1960,

Thisis a tecord addition in
any single year sigce Indepen-
dence.

We Transact:

New Jndia ?
- Assurance Co, Lid,

India’s Leading Company -

Fire, Marine, Transit, Motor, Baggage, 8urglary,
Householders & Houseowners (Comprehensive),
Personal, Accident ete.

I_’rincipal Controllirg Officers in the Union of South Africa
Jalbhoy Rustomijee & Son

140 Queen Street,
' Phone: Durban 25845, 28513, 29807

Durban

DC YOU

Company;
That NEW

countries;

That NEW INDIA has over 65 branches in India alone;
That NEW INDIA receives over £6,000,000

EACH YEAR on Fire,

KNOW

That NEW INDIA is by far India's largest Insurance

INDIA  operates

Marine & Accident,
FOR SECURITY

AND SERVICE
INSURE WITH

NEW INDIA

in over forty.five

Premium
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NEW_LIGHT THROWN ON OLD “HISTORY"

tith November, I?GO

A RACE OF WARRIORS COULD NOT TURN
INTO LABOURERS OVERNIGHT

By RANJI S. NOWBATH

HE Srst census of Dutban,

conducted in the year 1852,
only eight years before the afrival
of the lodians—returned a Euro-
p:ano papulation of 7,500—of this
number 4,500 had arrived in the
pteceding three years The
earliest European inhabitants of
Natal believed tbat the road to
prosperity lay ia cotton, but
after Edmund Moerewood had
made his frst syatematic experi-
mepts in cane cultivation, the
plapters turned to sugar. By the
mid-1850's it was clear that the
prosperity of Natal lay in sugar
and that its successs was linked
with the availabiluy of a com-
tinuous supply of cheap, rehable
labour. At hand there was an
indigenous population of 130,000
and the hope was entertained
that this reservoir could supply
the labour meeds of the coloay.
But it was soon discovered that
the Zulu was unwilling to work
on the sugar plaatations and the
cry swas seat up that they were a
lazy lot of people—an allegatioa
on which sucscessive generations
have sinc: been fed, But in
ascribing  the unwillibgness of

the Zulus to work to laziness,-

the planters bad misread  the
character of these people and had
failed 1o interpret correctly their
immediate past;and in claiming
thic che Eist Indian mide a mace
efficient ar 4 competent labourer
they omitted to mention the ad-
vairages of a system of imported
labour 1n which the worcker was
bouand for five yearato one em-
ployer and with wages fixed in
advance for the whole period.

Ia accusing the Zulus of being
lazy the plaagers lost sight of the
face that the mighty Shaka had
beea dead only a matter of 22
years when the efforts to secuce a
coatinuous supply of labour were
made—a period of l:s3 than a
generation, The great amadoda
who bad fought in the powerful
Zulu mpis were 8till compara-
uvely young men, The last of
the so)diers graduating into the
army of Sthaka were no more than
forty years old  The youag men
who were born in the 18202 and
to whom the grand courage
of Shaka and the Zulu battalions
was already a legend in the life-
tme of the Zulu king were  less
than thirty years old, In the
1850s when the first call was
made oo the Zulus to work on
the agricultural fields along the
coast, chie crasis of the marching
feet of the Zulu armies was spili

lot of people.”

When the sugar planters of Natal turned to India for a supply
of labourers a hundred years ago the reason thsy advanced was
that the Zulus were unwilling to work because they were a ‘'lazy
This has been repeated assiduously ever since and
has come to be generally accepted as a fact, but new [ight wad
thrown on old “history*” by Mr Ranji S. Nowbath when he
delivered the first address in the Centenary Lectures orpanised by
the Natal Indian Teachers’ Society. Mr. Nowbath advanced a
more convincing reason for the unwillingness of the Zulus to work
on the cane fields and the desire of the

planters o import

labourers from India. The following is adapted from his
address. Editor 1.0,
ringfng in the air, The memo- 2ncestry he was a warrior and a

ries of the achievements of their
king who had welded out of
virtually nothing a massive army
which had laid waste the
length and breadth of Natal were
still fresh, and a genecration of
men fed on the blood of its
enemies could not reasopably be
calied upon to 131l the soil. Blea
who bad wielded the deadly short
stabbing spear devised by Shaka,
refused to wield the hoe.

Memeories of the massacre of
Retief and the trekkers were even
fresher and the valiant battle
given by the impis of Dingaan
against the soldiers who killed
from a distance was only a mattec
of a dozen years or so. That
tke Zulu power was steuck a
staggering blow at Blood River
in 1838 is a fact of history but
the Zulus had not lacked anything
in courage, They had fought
gallantly, No nation of warriors
could have fought with more
courage in such a situation.
Blood Rivet was the victory and
the triumph of superior arms—
not of superior courage It was
the dacing and the courage of the
Zulus that bad caused the river
of blood. A people afraid and
cowardly would have withdrawn
from battle but the Zulus sent up
phatanx afier phalanx to be cut
down by the guns of the Boers
Thbe remembranee of these 1hings
way still very much fresh ip the
Zulu mind and a people that had
given Buch determined battle
could not turn into tillers of the
soil overnipht. The Zulus were
defeated, but not subjugated.
Their martial spirit was yet 1o
be destroyed and so in the middle
of the nineteenth century they
were 3till warriors at hearr.

By wradition, too, the Zuly was
not a cultivator of the soil: he
was not an agriculturise or pea-
sant farmer, By origin and

‘wages would refuse service,

buntsman—a pastoral man who
lived off the meat and milk of
his herds and the produce of the
scil cultivated by his women.
The men did not wield the hoe.
If there was any tilling to be
dope it was the woman of the
race who did it; who grew the
carn and ground it. The Zulu
wars, too, had been a geeat colli-
sion of cattle people—white and
black—men who wanted pasture-
lands for their herds and though
the black bad now been defeated,
the back of Zulu pride had not
yet been broken and the people
could not be put under the yoke
of agriculture.

When the planter l[ooked to
Iudia for a supply of labourers
he was—whethee he admiited it
or not—really considering the
disadvantages of employiog local
and the advantages of imported
labour. The Zulus still owned
land and could sustain themselves
onit. They could not be made
completely dependeat on the agri-
cultural fields of the white maa.
Even if they worked they could
retire whenever they wished. To
keep them in work for extensive
periods required compulsory laws
but at this time Britain was not
prepared to sanction ordimances
that might pive rise to anything
smacking nf slavery or forced
labour, In far away England the
Government saw no reason why
the indignous labourer, offcred
good terms of work and good
e On
the spot the difficultizs were real.
Moanthly engagements did not
suit the planter. He required
labour from dawn to dusk, Satur-
days, Sundays and holidays in-
cluded—and the Whole year
ronnd. He wanted labour assured
for many years at a  stretch.
Unless the labourer could he
bound by law for long periods,

to him there was no point i
employing him. The ordinary
civil contract was valueless for
there was no  effective way of
enforcing its terms On the pne
hand, there was an individual.
tke employer, responding to aa
intricate “commercial, industrial
canteactual system; on the other
was the Zulu to whom the com-.
plex demands of European eco-
nomy were foreign and  the
European system of laws and
contracts hestile to his traditions

Against these disadvantages of
employing local labour there
were the advantages of employing
imported labour. The planters
who had come to Natal from
Mauritius were aware of the
system by which labour could he
drawn from India, of the condi.
tions under which this could be
done and of the advantages con-
neeted with the imporeation of
labour from Indiz, The Indian
Indeatured Labour System ase
sured twa factors vital to the
succesvful cultivation and many.
facture of sugar: a supply of
labour permanent for a minimum
period of five years combined
with long daily hours of work;
and an extremely low wage fixed
in advance for the whele period,
The laboures were housed on the
states and were converted intg
predial seefs by means of 3 special
system of laws desigaed, in
theory, for their protection byt
in practice working for the benefit
of their employers, The detailg
of the indentured labour system
were such that once a labourep
had been imported from India
ten years of effective field labous
could be expected from him, In
addition to these advantages of
the system, the Indian made ag
excellent agricultural labourer for
he came from the cultivating
ranks of the great river plains of
India. He bad behind bim cen
turi.cs of labour and struggle
against the elements. He gig
not have 10 be trajned (o wark.
He had magic in hjs bands. He
could make many ears of carp
grow where none prew befare,
He had a tremendous driving
force impelling him to  save
meney, and to esiablish himself
in a picce of land and to provide
a hoeme and security for hig
childrer He wag honest and
bard.working. And zq it wag
not strange that Nata) should
cast its eyes eastwards actoss the
Indiaa Ocean for labour,
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Indian Children Forced To
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To Lenasia

CLOSING OF HIGH SCHOGL CONDEMKED BY TiC

(From Our Special Correspondent )

J'OHANNESBURG—-Tha closore of the Johannesharg Indian

High Bohool nnd the foroible ramoval of five hondred students
to Lenasia has been strongly condemned by the Tranevaal Indian
Oongress. In n statoment the joint pecretaries of (he Oongress,
Mt* B, Nathle and Mr. B. T. Naidoo deolare : “The decision of the
VWitwatersrand Central School Board to close the Johannesburg
Indian High Sohool and foros five hundred or more etudents to RO

to Lienasia was phooking.

Itis apparant that this decision was an

lostroetion from the Transveal Education Depsrtment which is
implementing the Nationalist Party’s polioy of segregating the In-

dlsn people.

The move of the Department is therefore not sure

peising, for the move began in 1955, when the Booysens Indian
High 8chool was closed and & prefabricated Higk School building
was set up at Lonasia. The msjority of the Indian parents boy-
ootted the Lenasia Indian High Sohool and establiched the Central
Indian High Soheol whioh Ie 8t} in existence.

The resson given by the
Bohool Board that the Johsnness
borg Indisn High Scbool is
overcrowded ie an unaceceptable
excuse. The Indian commn-
nity will not be deoeived by
this excuse. In 1951 the Trans-
vaal Indian Copgress drew the
stiention of the aathorilies to
the overcrowded gonditions in
Indian schools. The Daparte
ment then treatedd the matter
sympathetically and a consesgsion
was made to the community
when the Gillies Street Primary
Bohool waa established. Bnt no

aooommodation wae provided for
children. The situation was
therefore deliberately oreated by
the anthorities in order to en-
torce the Lensasin sohems. This
wap also apparent when the
Kiiptown Indian Schoo! was uns
oeremonionaly closed and more
than two bundred children bet-
ween the ages of six and thirteen
wers forced to attend the Lanze
sia  Primary Sohonl especially
oreated for them,. -
Overcrowded aonditiopg are
prevalent in all primary and
bigb wchools 1o this day and

next year's infants aod teenagers
will be knocking at the doors of
education quite vociferausly.
We oan therefore presnme that
that thia sroheio excuse will
once mars be oflered and the
little ones snd teevagers must
go to their fotare fatherlawd—
Lenasia. Thestndents and pupils
will be expeoted to leave their
homes at eeven in .the morning
and retuarn home at abont 4.30
in the afternoan. Some of canrie
may, i the gods permile, reach
hpme at seven at night as many
High BSchaol ohildren travel
from Roodepoor}, Newalare, Gor-
misten, Boksbarg, Benoni and
Springs. Indian ohildren will be
imbibing the muoh-oraved for
Western onltore and civilisas
tion In the course of eight to
twelva hoars, during whioh five
hours will be spent in learning
and the balancs of the day in
travelling.

We reiterate that the osten~
sible shortage of nccommodation
is an nnacoeptable eXcunse. The
ckildren are being honnded ont
of their gohpols.

Immediate acoommodation for
these pupils can be found. There
is 8 pisce of land at the corner
of Avenwae.and Tarrace Roade

belonging to the City Conneil of
Johannesburg, This pilece of
land has been lying idla for
more than twepty years and oan
be uesed for this purpose. A
profabricated building with the
necessary amenities counld be
ereoted,

The etudents of the Johannes~
burg Indian High School are
naturally shooked by thie acticn
of the eduneation outhorities.
They are beaoming frustrated,
Suoh removal #ohemes only
garve to perpetrate indelible
harm on the minds of the young.
Apartheid is becoming more
hate than apart. The Tracevaal
Iudian Congrees reiterates ite
objsction to -1hie removal, and
requests the anthorities oon-
oarned to withdraw the decision
to olose the Johannesborg In-
dian Hirh School and recom-
mends that the open equare st
Avenne and Terrace Roads he
neged for the porpose of res
liaving this ehortage.

A mase protest meeting was
he’d by the Traosvasl Igdian
Congress at the Gandhi Hall
(Fox Street), Johannesburg, on
Sunday lastat 2-30 p.m.

~
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IN ADDIS ABABA

NOW waiting patiently in
Addis Ababa, dusty capi=
tal of Etbiopia, are six of
Southern Rhbodesia's wanted
men. They are all Africane who
flad the country at one time ar
gnother and are waiting for
instructions to come i:on} -1
tiny office in Salisbury, capital
of Southern Rhiadesia;

The office is located at the
back of a grocery store in High=
field African Township fringing
the Eurapeao area. It is the
headquarctets of the militant,
all-Africen ~ argauisahon, the
National Democratic Party
whose leaders have recently
bzen op trial here for alleged
subversive activities. (Ooe trial
is still going on; The others
have resulted in prison sem-
tences.

The six men waiting just over

2,000 miles away are joshua
NEomo, former leader of the
now banped African National
Congress; Boniface Gombo, the
Highfield N,D.P. branch chair-
man, T. G. Silundike, Bulawayo
chairman; Francis Musemburi,
Harare vice chairman, Charles
Madzingwa, Harara youth chair=
men, and Christopber Mutizwa,
secrctery of the Gwelo branch,

Not all of them are, in fact,
wanted—hbut they all left undex
that impression, Certainly
Josbua Nkomo will be arrested
the moment he sets foot in
Soutbern Rhodesie, Tho liketia
hood is tbat he will risk it
gooner or later:

NRomuihwas out ef the coun.
try visitio London when Rhboe
desian security men last year
launched ¢ Operstion Sunrise”
in which bhundreds of A.N.C,
officials wera rounded up,

The roundup occurred simul-
tanecusly with the anoounces
ment of the ban on the A.N.C,,
described as an organisation
dedicated to racialism and poli-
tical tertorism, The leaders
were rushed into detention and
held ivdefinitely withiout trial.
Gradually they wete *“‘pipe-
lined” back to freedom and
thore are now very fow still ia
gaol.

Six foot tall, broad shouldered
Joshua Nkomo escaped all this
by being out of the country at
the time—and vp till recently
remained in London.

FIVE MEN

The fve men with him in‘

Addis Ababa all got out of
Rhbodesia hurmriedly when the
two mein cities, Salisbury and
Bulawayo, erupted in bloody
tiots six weells back. Charges
are it is understood, pendipg

INDIAN OPINION

RHODESIA’S WANTED MEN WAITIN

against some of them, Al,
Nkomo included — are now
senjor officials of the Naticasl
Democratic Pagty which rose
from the ashes of the old AN.C.
Indeed, in the recent trials, part
of the police case was that the
N.D.P. was oo more than the
old A.N.C. operating ~under
another name.

The N.D:P; was formally
established on January j of this
year by thre men ~- Michael
Maweme, SBetchley Samkaunge
and Morton Dizzy Malianga.
Since then it has grown to a
movement some 20,000 stropg:
It now operates a flest of traps«
port, sent a foursman delegation
to London recently apd kept
them there for six weels, and
is planning to send emissaries
to various countries, and that is
where the six men in Addis
Ababa fit into picture,

Very early in the development
of the N.D.P, Joshna Nkomo
was appointed the party’s ex-
ternal affairs chief, with an
office in London, He was given
a staff of two publicity =zgents,
freelance jonrnalist Enoch Fume
butshepa and Paul Mushonga
(who also left Rhodesia in a
hurry some time back) and this
staff was later augmented by
Mrs, Mushanga who was picked
up in *Operation Buorise’ and
eventually “pipe-lined” bach
into circulation,

They were appointed by rhe
President of the N.D.P, here,
Michael Mawome (who has just
resigned on alleged grounds of
iil-health) and his tough general
secretary, Enos Nkala, who two
weeks ago was gentenced to six
months* hard labour upon con=
viction on charges of obstructs
ing the police, and malicious
injury to property.

Ni2ala was arrested on the
day Michael Mawemna's trial
was transferred to Inkoma, and
charged with obstructing the
police during a skirmish which
arose, The malicious praperty
injury charge grew out of an
incident when an N.D.P. Lande
Rover was being pushed by
enthusiastic supporters while
Nikala was at the ‘sleeriog
wheel. The Land-Rover crashed
into a traffic police inspector’s
icooter.

When 1 spoke to NEala ree
cently he told me: *The object

- of these external appoiniments

is to put the case clearly to the

outside world about our oppress 3

gion here.” And he went on to
explain that the six mea wait-
ing in Addis Ababa were (o be
sent to various overseas coun-
tries—includiog Western Gere

jith November, 1560

miny and America—to go of
putting the case,

I peked him “How are you
able to finence all this?”

VARIOUS SOURCES

Mr, Nbala gmiled. *“The
money comes from various
sources,” e explained, ‘'We

collect what we can at our
meetings, 'wa have some sym-
pathisers in London—including
the Christian Action Group and
we also get financial help from
the Amecican Committee on
Africa. In addition to this we
have some Eurapean sympathis
gsers hers Jocally as well as
Indians who mahe donations.
1"Thers are some prosperous
European farmers here who
support us, as wall as certain
business houses, They want to
ste a democratic government
because that will provide poli-
tical stability and ensure the
safety of their investments.

Mr. NRala declined to disclose
tha namea of European sym.
pathisers locally.  Another
source of help were the newly=
indepeadent states in Africa, in-
cluding Nigeria, Ghana, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Morocco and Tunisia.

I then asked him about the

BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

admipistration of ths
Sincs it was established

" months ago it has no? yet *

a national congress and is
run by the origizal ad hoc -
miltee, He assured me that
congress would soon be held.
When the congress is °
however, it will !
operate under syomewhat
usual rules in that oply -
capdidates for office who
first pessed the scrutiny of .
present committee running
party, will be allowed to
Whea I put it to Mr. .
that this was a somewhat
democratic precess, he'
ed: *We are uvslike any - &% .
party and must therefore
differently, The reason for +*
particular procedura iz that
cannot run the risk of haviog
potentiel fifth columoist apd’
stooge meakiog his way into the
party exccuhvr-p-:haps even
becomipg president.”
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who is now accorded by his
{ollowers the honours of, an
avelar, or incaroation of God.
His principal disciple carried
the Master’s message all over
India, seebipg for the first time
to give to the revival of Hindu-
i1m an all-1ndia basiz. A teur
in America end in the West
gave him a greater sense of
social values and his fervent
declaration that “l1 do not
believe in o teligion that cannot
wipe out the widows’ tears or
being & piece of bread to the
orpban’s moutk,' bears witne s
to this chacge. Vivebnreanda's
influence canoot be overated
becauss, by his speeches, by the
organisation of Ramkrishna
Miuion and by his tour all over
India he not only mwoke tha
Hindu communily to a new
pride in its religion but pro.
vided it with a body {of doce
trines, undonbtedly orthodox
and based on eccepted texts but
expressed in modera terms and
satislactory to people who had
been unsettled io their minde
by Western education.

The secend source, the Arya
Samaj, thongh confined mainly
to the Papjab, was also of great
importance, a5 it was zn ate
tempt to create a mililant
Hinduism based on a revealed
text in opposition to the Mus.
lims of the Panjebs  The chale
lenge that the Hindus of the
Pagpjab kad to face was mainly
from the Maslims, and the Arya
Bamaj was, therefore, primarly
an organisation to meet this
chilleage. Unlike other reform
movements elsewhere, it wasg
militant angd proselytising. Ba.
ting itself on o revealed scrip-
ture, the Vedas, and rejecting
all forms of popular Hinduism
1ach as werthip io temples and
beliel in different aspecis of
God, strictly monotheistic, the
Arya Samaj represented o major
tevolution in an area where
Hinduvism had, io the past, lost
much of its hold,
Samaj waz militant but not
reactionary. It was also activa
in the social field, in the reclar
mation of depressed classes, the
wpreading of education among
the commoa people and, more
especially, in giving a sense of
unity to the Hindu people.

Tho third scurce of inspira-
tion was the Theosophical sae

cisty founded by i\Madame Bla- *

vatskey and the American,
" Colonel Olcott, with its head~
quarters in Madras. Ite part in
reformation was sipgnificant in
two ways. The advocacy of

Hiadu ideas, dectrines and prace -

The Arya -
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(Continued from page 346)

tices by Europeans gave to
orthodox Hindus a confidence in
wany things which they had
begun to !doubt as a result of
missionary propagaenda. Whean
voder the leadesship of Mrs,
Anpnie Basant, the Theosophical
Society — at least its Indien
Section — became aggressively
Hindu in thought, it helped
orthodoxy to recover its con:
fidence and resist the pressure
of foreign idens.

Other_Faclors

Apart from these thressources
of inspiration, the Hindu refor-
mation of the period was ren-
dered notable~and, indeed was
made possible only by two other
factors of great sigoificance.
Oae was the emergence, nlmost
simultaneously, in different
parts ol India, of eminent spiri-
tual leaders who within their
owa spheres taugbt similar doce
trines, meant to revive the unia
versal aspects of Hinduism,
Swami Rama Tirath aod the
Beas Guru in the Panjeb, Kes.
hab Chandra Sen in Bengal,
Shri Chatbampi Swamigal and
Sri Narayanaguru in Kerala,
Reawmaoa Maharshi, the saint of
Arunachalam, io Temilnad are
but the most noteworthy of a
large number of religious lead.
ers who preached the eternal
truths of Hinduism, discarding
the superstitions and aceretions
which had becoma a part of the
religious practice of the Hindus,
Sri Aurobindo deserves special
meation, as he iaterpreted the
doctrines of Hinduism, io terms
of modern philosopby and made
its teachings acceptable to the
geoeral body of Western-edus
cated intelligentsia, His Essays
on the Gila may well be con-
sidered 2 classic of the Hindu
Retormation, and jfor & period
of over 30 years from his!Ashram
io Pondicherry, Shri Aurobindo
influenced ac ever.widening cir.
cle of people. .

Oae other aspect of this great
movement of reformation needs
emphasis, that js,sthe part playe
ed by English as a common
medium among the educated
classes of India. We have
already poiated out how, in the
absence of such a common
languege, following the eclipse
of Sanskrit during the period of
Muaslim authority, the Hindu
reformation of the y4th Ceatury
became sectariap and regional
and failed to attain a national
character, By the second half
of the ygth Century the English-
Boowing middle clatses bad be-
come not only sgll-Indian in

their outlook but sufficiently
widespread as to influence the
whole nation. Ogeo important
rezult of this fact was that
intellectual movements infly-
enced every part of the country
and did not become localised.
It issignificant that every!major
bool which gavc expression to
new Indian relipious thinking,
from Ram Mohan Roy's Preeents
of Jesus te Radhabrishnan’s com-
mentary on the Gita, with
ope exception, was in English.
The exception is Satyarth Pra-
Lash, the bagic text of Arya
Samaj, which consequently has
remeined a regionnl moves
ment.

This movement of reforma.
tion which nssumed massiveness,
sud an all-lndia character by
the end of the j9th Century, has
oot yet exhausted itself. Its
main religious features are,
however, alteady clear and may
be briefly sketched here. Its
first important characteristic is
the emphasis on the separation
of Hindu religion from the
customs and institutions which
were vaguely identified with
the Hindus, customs like child.
marringe and institutions like
caste and untouchability, Sece
ondly, the recognition that
what was commonly known as
Hindu law tas not part/ of
Hindu religion and gbat many

35§

of its special fentures were only
out.growths which in the abe
sence of legislative authotity
had contioued to encumber the
Hindu religion, far from being
a jumble ol superstitions, had a
coansistent philosophy of high
moral and spiritval value which
was common to all the numers
ous sects; that its mythology
which pictuored many headed
demons and goddesses of many
arms was wobnderfully rich in
symbolism: and not zomething
to be ashamed of. The provis
sion of a general doctrine and
ethic was through a modern re-
ioterpretatian of ancient texts,
especially the Bhapwad Gita
which, it may well be claimed,
came to be elevated to the posis
tion of the scriptura of the
modern era. How significant
the influence of the Gita han
been in recent time may be
scen from the fact that every
year prodnces new commentas
ries and interpretations of its
teachiops and those who have
contributed to the Gita litera=
tute include some of the leading
political figures like Mahatma
Gandhi and C. Rajrgopalachari.
Thus, a \broadbased non.secta.
r.an religion was the outcame
of reformation go far as it
conceroed the doctrinal aspect
of Hinduism.

(To be concluded )
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Mrs. R. SODHA ARRESTED

(From ** The Indian Opinion” Nevember 12, 1910)

ACGOMPANIED by IMras,
Sodha and her three ohils
dren and Messrs Purshottamdas
Degai, Poonsamy Subramaney
and Rughunandap, ;Mr, @andhi
reached Volksrust on Sunoday
evening on his way from Dur=
ban to Toletogy Farm. Mr. Sodha,
being raduced {o poverty during
the stroggle, broks np his home
near Tongeat and decided to
send DLire. Sodba to Tolstoy
Farm. Mre. Sodha’s eldest ohild
is a boy about 12 years old, and
snd the other two are a boy and
girl respectively, 3 years and 18
months, By way of precantion,
Mr. Gendhi had telegraphed the
Immigration Officer at Pretoria
faying he would be sccompaniad
by Mrye. Sodha and her children.
That officer had telegraphed to
the pelice to sBtop Mre. Sodha
and her ohiidrens Thie was ao.
presumably because Mra. Sodha
is the wife of on ubpregistsred
Indian, Xt may be mentioned
in passing that Mr. Sodha ie s
pre-war resident of the Transs
vaals, Anyhow Mra. Sodha and
her ohildren swers ptopped. Mz.
Gandhi therefore decided to gat
down andJook after them,

Needless to say Mr. Desai and
his two companions were
promptly arrested. They were
looked up in the police station
for the night.

Mrs. Sodha was informed nt
tho police atation that she shonld
appear in conrt the following
And eo Mrs Sodhba

morning.

with her baby in her arms,
walked to the CourtHounse
i Mr Gandhl’s companwy

There was complele pilence ns
she stepped into the prisoher's
dook: RMr Mentz, who proses
outed applied for & remand for
. @even days This was extended
to 14 days on Mr Gandhi's re-
guest. Mre Sodha was releasad
on her reccgnisancs of £10,

Bince the oelebrated Poonia
aase, this ie the first of its kind.
Noooe iz able te unnderstand
this prosecution, and evary one
wonder what the Government
will do, in the event of a ocon-
viotlon, with the babies.

Meanwhile Mr Gandhi had
addressed a tolegram to the
Immigration OMcer saging that

Le had no desire to further
complicate a situallon that waw

olready sufficiently complioated,
that Mrs Bodha did not seek the
righta of permanant residenoce in
the Tranevaal, that she would
be locked after at Tolstoy Farm
sad that she would retire at the
ologe of the utraggle. To this Mr
Gandhi has received the follows
ing reply:—"Mrs. Sodha eannot
be allowad to proceed to T'ranav
vaal, She will be treated as a
prohibited immigrant unless she
returns to Natal immediately:

It will be remembered that
Mr Sodha ia enflering 3 month’s
imprisonment with hard Iabour
in a Tranavaal gaol,

Megsrs Demai, Raghaoandan
and Poonsamy were aleo tried-
They all pleaded guilty to the
charze of noneproduolion of
certificates of registration and
they wero all gentenosd—the
first twoto 6 weeke Imprison»
ment with hard laboar each and
the Iast one,* having admitted
previouns conviclion as a pasgsive
reaister, to 3 months’ imprison=
ment with hard labour.

The funniest part of the
whole business is  that Mr.
Gendhi, who Is admittedly. res=
poneibile for ths entry of thesa
paesive resisters and Mrs Sodhs,
ie not being touched by the
authorities.

—Q

War On —VVomen

The arrest of Mrs Sodha drew
the following comment from
the /ndian Opinion under the
heading “'War on Women" :

Since the oslebrated Poonia
oei®, nothing has happendd
deriog the memorable Tranavaal
gtr aggle that should attraot emoh
world-wilde attention asm the
pathetlo onse of Mre Sodha,

Rambhabai Sodka hae entered
the Transvaal. Her husband—
ber patural protector—being in
gsol, and having become ree
duced through the straggle to
voverty, she has gone to the
Transvaal with a view to remain«
iog at Toletoy Farm+ She has a
baby in arme and agother ohild
thres years of nge. All the faotp
were before the Immigration
Offloer. And yot the word has
gone forth that Mrs Sodha mnat
be proseonted: We will not call
this offair proseontion. Why

nre these proceedlpges being

.

OPINION

taken? Not becanse Mra SBodha
isan undesirable woman: Pro-

bably no puarei-gonled woman
hasa trod the unholy acil of the
Transvaal, Nol becanse shs
competes with whitle traderr:
Bhe wants to pass the time In
peace at Tolatoy Farme: She has
offered no nppoeition to the all«
powerfal Union Goveramant,
for she has entersd after dme
‘notice. Nor is she the wife of
an Indian who has never resided
in the Tranevaal. Ar Sodba lsa
tre'war resident of the Transe«
:vasl, The only reason for war~
ring on women is go far ag we
oan see, the vanily of Govern-
ment officials who cannot brook
anything like a dignified attie
tude on.the part of the Indians.
Mrs Sodha has not gone to the
Government begging abjectly
for a permit to stay temporarily
in the Transvaal. Neither did
Dr Abdurahmap, oo a wells
known occasion, wben he paid
a temporary visit to the Tranpss
vaal, But Captain Hamilton
Fowle, who was a tactfal
officer, did nct get angry and
prosecute the Doctor, He
promptly sent bim & permit
without bis asbiog for it, and
spared the Transvaal the humis
liation of having to prosecute
bim. Those wlo ara at pregent
in charge will not perlorm a
graceful act, even with refer-
eace to & woman whose condi.
tion would excite sympathy and
pity in any other part of the
world.

There is an Indian sayiog
that the days of anr individual
or & government that would
persecute fonocent women and

Pheone 835-6756’

33 West Street;

s
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children are puimbered,
wot the Uonion Government
to it that itainfant career is
tarnished by the persecution
Indian women wsuch as
Rambhabai Sodha?

AFRICAN
PERSONALITY
DEFINED

THE much-talked of
Personality,” was defined
cenlly in Washjogion by .
Miahleni Njismae of the
of South Africa as **
an attempt to Roow “
The black man is ttriviog *
his own personality; He
been told he was bora * ‘'
for too lang a period. We
‘dircovering and taBing in
true history and culture,
have been deliterately

too lonp, Alrica wants to
proud of herself. It g

.=

is
table that the American Ne
begin to awalen %o this
alsc.” The educator made
statement over the Tom T °
“American's Allradio program.

WATCIILS, Genis models—25 Je
walerprool, skockproof, antimagneti
unbreakable mainspriog, Gtted w
wmatching metal expansios straps—,
47/6. As above, but 21 Jewel
43/6. As above, but 17 Jewels—
Asg abave hut with self.changing -
17 Jewels—52/G. . Also 21 Jewels C.°
dor—56/6. Othet models from 19/6. _

LADIES models 25 Jewels, v ° 3
able mainspeing, fitted with ou_ "
matching expansion braccleta—355/6.
above, but 17 Jewels~ 47/6,

A L AGENCIES, TCirst Tloor,
104/105, His Majesty’s Buildiog, *
Street, o P.O. Box 9279, Joh ~

Stocks limited, order immedisately.

P, O, Box 1549,

MASTER BROS.

(PTY) LTD.
WHOLESALE MERCHANTS & DIRECT IMPORTERS

HOUSE FOR KEEN CASH PRICES
, JOHANNESBURG.

Required by a Large Rhodesian
Clothing ' Manufacturing Concern
(Salisbury) the following:

1 Cutter Designer and Pattern Grader
(for Trousers and Jackets }
| Production Foreman
1 Cutter Designer and Pattern Grader
(for Shirts)
1 Production Foreman . (ladies dresses
and Sports Wear )

Good prospects for experienced, well trained and
consclentious persons.- Apply In first instance to :

“INDIAN OPINION,” P.Bag, Durban.

Irinted and published by Mes: Sushila Gondbi st Lhe International Prioting
Press, Phoenix. Address : INDEAN OPINION, I'rivate Bag, Durbap,. Natal,
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