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Founded by Mahalma Gandhi ‘in 1903

alr

A puppy sard to a biy
dog, 1 lhave mastered
philosoply. I have learned
that the best thing for a
dog is happiness, and that
Lappiness is my tatl. There-
fore, I am chaising it and
when [ cateh it + shall
fave 74! ,

Said the dog. "/, too, have
judeed that happivess s a
fiue thing for a dog, and
that lappiness is in my
tarl. But I've neticed that
when I chase if, it keeps

runmng  away [from me,
butl when [ go aboul iy
business, 1 comes  afler

me” .
—Quoted,
—_O0—

“Sw Things the Lord
. hates)

Seven are an abomina-
) tron lo Him.

Iloughty eyes, a Iying
tongne, and Hands that

! shed innocent blood,

A mind that plets wnus-
1 thievous schemes,
Feel that ave gquick to
run after cvil,
A false-witness who
) o wetlers lies,

\

Am’ le wha sows discord

- among brothers,.

=—=Proverbs,

A

ON

Archbishop’s Outspoken Criticism Of
The Government

DDRESSING the annual meeting of the Triends of the Sick Association
A held in Durban on Saturday, November 20, Archbishop Denis Hurley
said some home truths about the present Government.

“A state overstepped the limits of its authority and became tyrranical when'a
government is tempted to ‘plan’ too thoroughly and set up blueprints for its sub-
jects that resemble nothing emanating from the drawing-boards of the Creator,”
he said.

“The general principle of Apartheid, r'naintaining the permanent inferiority of
certain types and categories of persons is an example of this.

“The State has no right to place pre-conceived restrictions on some of its
citizens. Its duty is to establish conditions that will favour development,
hamper it.

not

“State-invasion of education is why education is so contentious a subject and
why we should always battle hard for the rights of parents.
instinctive good sense that rarely graces the desks of bureaucrats.

“People‘talk about the absolute sovereignty of Parliament, If they mean this,
they should claim for Parliament the right to alter the Ten Commandments.

“If not, they should stop saying it, and try to understand that Parliament has
only limited authority......restricted to what is necessary "to -achieve the common
temporal good. . Parliaments are subject to the moral law.

“The fact that certain men sit on certain benches does not give them the right
to hurt a neighbour in life or limb, property, reputation or status.

“They are in Parliament to defend, not to destroy. The rights of individuals
can be ttampled underfoot by men carried to power by the fortunes of the popular
vote, espezially if they feel they have a ‘new vision’ or ‘mission” to alter society.

“Strangely endbuge, governments today are tempted to think that if they con-
tribute funds the}" should run the whole show. As Dr. Verwoerd told us about
Bantu education: ‘We supply the money, so why shouldn't we do as we please?
Mission schools received grants as a privilege, not™a right.'! Strange reasoning.
To Dr. Verwoerd's way of thinking, the Government owns the public funds.

“Instead, they merely administer them in trust for the people of the country,
and il parénts want a particular type of school for their children they have a right

- to a share of public funds to maintain it, provided it conforms to certain standards.
Dr. Verwoerd does not agree with this idea, '

g ‘Governments need careful watching. The exercisé of power is a sourse of
much temptation. There is the additional danger—perpetuation of social evils
through bureaucratic entanglement.” '

Archbishop Hurley described how it became impossible to embark on housmg
schemes because of a tangle of regulations.

- “When that sort of thing bogs down the whole machinery of administration
and people suffer because they have no homes, it is time for individuals to get
together and take drastic steps to remedy the position.

Parents have an

(Continued on page 541)
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FPINION

Is This White

S the readers of *In-

ﬂ dian  Opinion'  will
recollect 1953
Immigration Act prohibits
the entry into the Union of
all women married to Indians
domiciled in the Union after

the

the rtoth DFebruary 1934,
That is to say that any
Indian domiciled in the

Union may not, subsecuent
to February 10, 1954, marry
a woman outside the Union
her into the
3 le would have to

and bring
Union.
choase a bride from within
the Union and if he fails to
do so and yct desires to get
married he miust renounce
his domicile should he
mal:r)' any woman outside
the Union, or he would have
to leave his wife outside the
Union and live a celebate
life without her and she
would have to do likewise,
or succumb to human weak-
nesses and lead an immoral
life. The husband would
thereby run the risk of get-
ting into trouble under the
[mmorality Act and of being
deported if convicted and
sentenced to imprisonment
if he happen\s to be not a
South African born but an
immigrant.

Now to choose o bride
from within the Union his
scope is very limited. Un-
der the  DMarriage: and
Immorality Act an Indian

'.mﬂy not marry a woman
not of his own race.” I his
own race it makes it very
difficult if he is of a higher
caste lindu, for social cus-
toms prevent him from get.
ting married to a woman
not of his own caste; nor
may‘he marry a_woman re-

Civilisation?

lated to him as Muslims,
Parsees and some Chris-
tians do, lle must find a
bride from his own caste
and at the safne time not in
any way related to him,

‘The Minister of the In-,
terior, Dr. T. E. Donges,
who is responsible for this
restrictive did
not give thought to these
things and of course there
is no question of consulting
the non-Europeans in en-
acting laws affecting them.,
The White rules enact laws,
according to their own-
whim. “Do unto others as
ye would that they should
do unto you” is a well-,
known and oft-repeated
Biblical injunction. We
wonder how any member of
the ruling race would Teel if
he were placed in the posi-
tion Dr. Donges and his
Government have chosen to,
place the Indians!  Wouid
any \White man tolerate any
interference in his individual
freedom (o choose his own
bride from any part of the
world ?

But the matter does not
end there. Now comes the
question of children of In-

“dian parents domiciled in
the Union. Under the
Iimigration Act, prior to:
being amended in 1953 the
position was that if a child
was born after both the
parents had acquired their
domicile within the Union,
it was deemed South Afri-

legislation

can  Dborn even  {f it
was  born  outside the
Union. 1 a child was
born outside the Union

to & woman who had ot
yet acquired her own domi-
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cile the child was deemed -

India born but its entry as
long as it was accompanied
as a minor by its mother
was never prohibited.

In the casc of an Indian a
wile does not acquire her
husband's domicile the
usual course after her mar-
riage; she has to acquire
her domicile by staying in
the Union for a period of
three years, The dilfer-
ence  between a  South
African born and an Indian
born was that the latter if
he stayed outside the Union
over three years he lost his
domicile in the Union and
also the right of entry into
the Union,
former would lose his domi-
cile, but could enter by
virtue of his birthright and
reacquire his domicile, Now
the position under the 19353

in

whercas the

Act is that a woman even
thovgh she is [ully domi-
ciled in the Union and
chooses to go on a tem-
porary visit to India and
happens to give birth to a
child whilst she is there she
may not bring her child
with her to the -Union.
Such child would be de-
clared a prohibited immi-
grant, In other words if
the mother desired to return
to the Union to join her
husband she would virtually
haye to throw her child into
the sea.- That is the inter-
pretation of the following
letter received the”
Principal Immigration Offi-
cer of the Province of Natal
by a prominent Iudian resiw
dént in Durban for over
forty years:

Sir, with reference to your
letters of the 5th and 20th
October 1954, I wish to invite
“your attention to Section 2 of
Act No 43 of 1953, from which’
it will appear that any child
born outside the Union to .....
wife of your son ..., will be
unable to enter Natal or the
Union of South Africa unless
the Honourable the Minister of
the Interior, or an Immigration
Officer acting upon the direc-
tions of the Minister, authorises

. any sucb_ child to enter,

from

. 539

in oiler words any such
child sh.ll bz a prolubited
immigrant to he Union of
South Africa (aud the Province
of Natal}, in terms of Section
4.(1) (3) of Act 22 of 1913, as
amended, and will sot be able
to claim not to be a prohibited
immigsant by viriue of the
provisions of Section 5 (1) (e)
or 5 (1) (g) of Act 22 of 19013,
as amended, unless the Hon-
ourable the Minister of the
Interior authorises its adm’s-
sion and unless such autho-
rization is given it will be re-
fuscd admission."
We would like to ask
those who boast so much of
their White civilisation and
of having brought civilisa-
tion to this land of heathens
and barbarians whether this

constitutes \White  civilisa-
tion? If it does we may
well say: God keep us

away from it.

Bishop Reeves’ Bold
Step

ILE bold step taken

by the Bishop «f

]ohzmnesb.urg, the
Rt. Rev. Ambrose Recves,
ol ordering the closure of
all Anglican Missionschools
throughout the Southein
Transvaal will be haled
with delight and a profound
sensc of gratefulness by
Africans in particular and
mnon- Europeans in geucral,
It will no doubt*be a ue-
mendous economic loss to
the Mission and to the /fri-
cans of educational facilities.
But no price is too great 1o
save one's .soul,  “\What
doth it profit a man who
gains the whole world but
loseth his own soul.” e
are very happy to note the
following words of (he
Bishop: *“I'he Church "could
rent or sell the schools,
We refuse to consider either
of the alternatives because
we awant it to be clearly
understood that we  will
have no part in a system of
education whose objects are
contrary to the principles
which we believe ought to
be' the foundation all
education,

of
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“The policy of the Bantu
Education Act,” says the
Bishop, “is morally inde-
fensible. In conscience |
am bound to oppose it and
therefore cannot assist the
Government, however re-
motely or indirectly, in im-
plementing a policy which
violates Christian standards.
The decision | have-taken
is heart-breaking. I have

I'NDI-AN
searched my cdnscience and
can take no other courke.
It is an end of an cra of-co-
operation between Church
and State in the field of
African education, A s5o0-
year-old partnership has
been severed by the South
African Parliament’s accept-
ance of the Bantu Educa-
tion Act in 1954,

GROUP AREAS BACKFIRE

By C. W

N one of the purple passages of

his by now notorious Group
Areas speech at Nylsttoom ia
Octobzr 1953, Mr V, G, Hiems-
tra said: “If the outlook is dark
for the Indians, I say it is ooly
because the sky is clouded with
the wings of chickens coming
bomte to toost.,”t He was then
referring to bis own very ope-
sided account of how the In-
dians arrived in the Tramsvaal.
But this acticle iy concetned with
another and much more recent
chicken which, to Mr. Bicmstra's
discomforture, is showing a strong
inclination to roost.

During the third reading of
the Group Areas Ac’) Dr. Donges
gave tke following assurance on
June 13, 1950 (Hapsard 8834):
“This is one measure, and one of
the major measures, designed to
preserve  White South Africa,
while at the same time giving justice
and fair play to the non-Europzans
in this country.” (italics mine)..
Certainly, the evidencs on whichs
the Government relied for the
necessity of Group Aceas and the
specches of several Natioaahst
bickbenchers left little doubt that
the Act was griocipally direcied
against our Indiapns. Probably it
Was on this assumption that some
Opposition members from Natal
absuined from voting against and
a8 few actually supported the Act.

But the leading Government
spokesmen, boith in the Patha-
mentary debate and in  discussing
the refusal of the Indian Govern-
meat to coatinye Round Table
talks if the Act was passed, went
out of their way to emphasise
that the Group Areas Act was
non-discriminatory, that in’ segre-
Bating cach race group it segre-
gated all and singled out no one
group for exploitation, On this
ostensible basis the Act  was
passed, despite the protests of
those who doubied that the
Europtans could be trusted to
act a3 executors and judges in
thetr own cause with the juris-
diction of the normal courts o

M GELL,

justice excluded f.om the main
activities of the Act.

That this fear was far from un-
justified soon became apparent
wiaen oae couatry town after
aodihur—the cities having more
complex problems —proceeded to
d.aw plaas which, with moaoton-
ous regularity, expelled ladians
to or beyond the municipal
buundaries,  Lydenburg, Caroe
lina, Nylstroom, Balfour, Wol-
maraastaad, Duadee, Glencoe and
mapoy others which bave not yet
come toa public hearing—every.
where the genera) scheme was the
same; to remove the Indians from
their,present trading centres .and
durop them ia separate ghettoes
outside municipal limits where
(tbough this was only said pub-
licly at Natjonalist Party cop-i
gressess) “parasite can prey on
parasite.”’

The most explicit statement of
wmunicipal intentions was given at
Nylstroom by Mr. Hiemstra, who
appeared as counsel for many of
these town councils before hears
ings of the Land Tenure- Ad-
visory Board, “We would have
had no need,” be said, ‘1o set
up all this elaborate machinery
kreated by the Group Areas Act,
if we only want to have a'Pegging
and a keeping of the Indizgs
where they are today. The mere
fact that the Act was pass:d ig.
dicates a much more drasiic
separaticn than can be achieved
by any Pegging measures My
learned friend (counsel for the
Indians) has beea much concern.
ed about justice and fairmess,
(Had be, pechaps, been teadiag
De. Dooges’ speech?)  These
words apparently mean to him
thac the I.diza must get exactly
what be wamts, It has been put
to witnesses that these alternaiive
areas  (>roposed by tbe - town
council) do not afford the same
oppartunity for trade as the aceas
where the Iadians are today,
Well, Mc. Ctuirman, of course
they do aor,  Iam ot here 1o
g0 Jhirough the hollow pictence of

' .
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-arguing that they are equally fit advise municipalities to postponé
for tarde. 1say immediately that further planning until they are
there are going to be losses, there authoritatively informed of the
arc going to be substantial losses dintention of Parliament, He de-
and no one can hope to deny #t'" clared that it was a matter of

But 2 martked feature of all priociple whether the Indiany
these plans was that the losses should live within or outside
fell largely or wholly on -the existing towns. He admitted that
Indian communities, although it municipalities had received “offi.
was not their wish—but the cial encourgement to make the
Europeans’ — that they should type of proposal which bas been
move, Agd since nothing bas put forward here™ (i.e. total ex.
been sa’d then or since on bebalf propriationaad eviction)—‘‘muni-
of any municipality about paying cipalities bave been led to believe
comp:nsation for expropriation that Iadians will be removed
and loss of trade,” which the Act from the established townships ta
does not mak: obligatory, we and  a placc outside, whether it is bare
the Indians are- left in doubt as veld or not,  Is “this impression
to whether or not any is to be which has been widely fostered,
offered, Not that compensatiop to the knowledge of the Board,
can ever fully balance the loss of completely unfounded?”
long-established homes, business-

es and civil cights But quite unfounded, as Mr. Hiemstra well
certaialy there cannot even be a knows. But the Board aad the
pretence of the “justice and faic o o oo have gradually been
o .
play," to which Dz, Donges ze- brought face to face with some
ferred, without the fullest pos~ 0oy practical implications of
sible financial restitution. Thig their policy—that there will be
ts the least that can be doze to heavy losses, personal bardship,’
mitigate the inevitable injustices much avoidable suffering, that
of mass "f"‘”’“l . these things will not improve
To . their _"‘d"g wany. 10W8  Sguth Africa’s already. lamentable
councils realise this. Théy fe-  prestige before the bar of world
cogaise ?‘50 that the sums in- opinion aad, even more immedi-
volved will often be far beyond  5ely disconcerting, that European
the abilities of their revenues 10  farmers and others are not afways
meet. Many of them seat un- (eady to provide the “bare veld”
official deputations to Pretoria 10 for the gpew Indian ghettoes,
interview spokesmen of the Gove™ WNow M. Hiemstra, wha concedsd
esnment or Govemmsnt-appomt- that if these considerations -are
¢d Land Tenure Advisory Board, yalid and relevant “thea no pro-
These spokesmen told them that  pgsal made by any muaicipality
t was Goveroment polity 10 5o far has any merit,” bas raised
move the Indian communities out questions which the Government
of the towns; hence the other-  jyself can no longer evade,
wise astonishingly dutiful unje Is th be “usti d
formity of mnunicipal plans. Some fai sl l,ft.c to 1 ¢ “Iastice :n?
of the deputations remonstrated 1play © 1a 2pplying the f&“
If s0, does this not sometimes
mean that Indians must be
allowed to remain in the towns?
If they-have to be moved, must

It is not, of course, completely

that such a course was financially
impossible witbout considerable
Government assistance. This was
refused, though there is some

talk of establishing a public cor- tHETE Dot :" full fisancial com-
poration to help spread the bur., PeRsationf Who will pay this?
den of compensation for expro- C“,' it be, as M’ H"ﬂf‘“tﬂ cont
phmcd, that in giving Indi10a

o

peiated properties. But even if

this corporation is set up, it will B¢ a‘:"h"kwi'd? o 'l’r: ;”_d
still leave municipalities to com- ¢XPand, the Act “will mark theit

pensate for loss of trade—pro. BFealest advance since 18857

bably the more beavy, because « Itis possible, Apartheid may
continuing, liability. The muni- backfire .in quite unexpected
cipalities thus bave to carry the directions. But if the Govern-
wmajer financial barden and the ment does not intend this, onct
public odium of the inescapable again it will have to say so quite
injustices created by the Group frankly, instead of trying to slip
Areas Act, while the Government racial discrimjnation  through
remains officially pledged to jus- under cover of platitudinous re-
tice, fair play and no discrimina- marks about justice and faic play.
tion. . If it wishes town councils to fubl
However, the end of the coun- What it has unofficially beea tell-
¢ils’ willingness to carry the Gav- ing them, it will bave- to explain
crnment's baby seems 1o be near,  publicly that ol Indians must be
Scandalised by the Land Tenure temoved everywhere, that Dn
Advisory Board even bothering Donges’ pledges of anly four
to consides a propiial to leave Years,ago were not aiﬂC“'."
the lodians of White River where meant; and so face the world in
they are, Mr. Hiemstra apoounced  all the statk pakedness of its
on November S¢i that he would baasskap elbi& .
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FURTHER BANNING ORDERS ON

CONGRESS

LEADERS

DR. NAICKER'S MESSAGE TO N.I.C.
WORKING COMMITTEE

E give below the salient
points feom a wmeesage
pent by the President, Dr, G. M.
Naicker, to the meeting of the
N.1.C. Working Committee held
in Dorban on Sanday, November
1. The messige was delivered
by Advooate H. E. Mall:—

*This meeling of the WorkiLg
Committee of onr Congrss is of
tremendous significanoce to the
memberahip of the N.I.C. and
to the lpdian commaunpity ol
Natal, for yon are meetiog at a
time when Sonth Africa is at .
the parting of the ways and
there i3 a3 grave daoger Lhat
unless men and women who
stand tor the demooralic cauee
show coanrage and determiaation,
onr oounlry may enler into a
period of dark ages from which
we will take many long years
before we oan merge info the
light again.

Now 1s the time for each and
every person who loves basio
haman freedom to epeak out
olearly and without hesitation
pgainet the wrongs that are being
perpetrated by those who rrle
our belovad conniry.

The Minister of Juslior, vested
with wida apd arbitrary powers
ander tha Rlotong Aesemblies
Aot and the Sappreseion of
Qommanism Act, bas banued a
large number of the leaders of
the Congreea and Trade Uaion
movemenls in the Uaion.”

Dr. Nalcksar referred to the
banping ordera eerved on three
members of the Congress prae
viously and on six members,
inolnding himeelf, last week and
s11d, *the notices served vn me
vader the Sappresslon of Com-=
mnoism Aect and the Riotous
Asitmblies Aot do not affect my
position as the President of the
Oongress, bnt I am prohibited
.rom attending all gatheriogs
v ithin the Union and Boxth-
‘West Atrlua for a perlod of two
years and my movemente have
been reatrioted to the Aagiaterial
Diatrict of Datban for a periad
of one year.

Mrea. Fatima Meer, a leading
Boolal worker and a member of
onr Exeontive Committee, has

.+algo been banned from all
gatherings for a period of two
~yeard but ber movement has not
been restrioted. Both Mrs. Meer
and I have been banned under
BSeotion 9 (1) of the Bappreeslon
of Jommnnism Act and we have,
throngh ounr legal representalives,
asked the Minister to fornish
ne with the reagonsg for Lip
-actions.

Mr. Debl Siogb, our general
secoretary and two of ounr vice-
presidente, Messrs. I. C. Meer
and J. N. Singh have been served
wilh identical notices. They
have been oalled npon to resigan
from the N.I.C, the S8.A.1.C,
the Congrees of tLe People and
the Natol Indian Youth Oon-
gress and they are lanned from
attending a'l gatherings for B
period of two years,

Thue since the Sapprepsion of
Communiem Aot was passed,
nine members of our Execotive
Commitlee have been affected.

In keeping with our national
deolsicne Mcsire. Debi Singh,
M. P. Naicker, J. N. Bitgh and
I C. Meer have sabmitted to ma
their resignalions which I have
had to ecoept with deep regret.
T ask the Working Committee to
fill the vaoanocies oaused by their
regignations in varions organs of
the Congress.

The situation we are facing as
o result of these banning ordeis
is & grave one, bat I have not
the slightest doabt that the Con®
gross membership and the Indian
people of Natal will respond to
1bo ohallenge of Mr. Swart wiith
even a preater determination lo
espouss the cauee far which ounr
QOongregs standa—the establiahe
ment of a democralio eooiety in
which svery human being will
be able to express his personality
to Lhe funllest, regardless of the
artifioial barriers of rao3 and
oolour.

At a tlmge when aolion is taken
againgt oumr leadership, it
neocessary for me as your Presi-
dent to emphasise certain ‘fao's.

Firstly, that not aeingle person
banned by the Minister in gur
Congrese has bren convioted of
any offence, under the wide
provisions of the Sappression of
Communism Aot. None of them
kave b:en given any opportanity
of being heard before a jadicial
tribunal. The Minister has fonnd
them goilty withont trial.

Secondly, that the N I.C. is
dedicated to advancing the cange
of democraoy in*Soath Africa
and not to advancing any other
ideology: ‘'\We are a mnational
liberation organisation, having.
withia our ranks, as every na=
tional liberation movement
should have, men and women
of different views, united to-.
gether for the common cause of
extending the basis 0of demooracy
for all in the Union.

Thirdly, I wanl to reiterate
two pointse which thoe present
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leadership has adhered to rigldly

in its endeavonss to Implement
the policies of Oongress- These
poiole, to my mind, are fanda-
menlal snd Copngress muet not
devlate {rom thew :

{a) In Lhe alruggle we have
launoked against segregation
and apartheid, we have striotly
adhbered to non-violence. Par-
sonally I am dedicated to the
oanse ¢f non-\ivlence. The
present leadership lajy em-
phasived over and over again
thit anyone who talks of
viclenoe is an enemy of our
people.

(b) Tha next polut 1s that
thero js no room In the Con-
, gress movement for raolalism.
We believe in complete (qual~
ily for While nod non-White.
-.Oar task ia the Coogrees ia
to oppoee with all onr might
apy sigu of the emergenoce of
anti-Wiie feeling.. It is omr
eacred mission to do eo; o
prepare the oppreesed Soath
Afrioans for 8 common sooiely
in which all national groups
will have their righ.s and
freedoms guaranteed
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At the oommenoam:nt of
my message I saiil that Fonth
Afrioa way at ihe partiig of
the ways. The followers of
apar.heid anl ¢egregation have
chosen the path which leads
lo ohaos and dicaster. It is for
those who oppose apartheid
and gegregation to follow the
palh whiak leads Sonth Africa
to a hippy aod prosperons
fatore..."”

Resolution

The Working Committee of
the Nalal Indian Ocngress held
on Sanday, November 21, passed
a resolntion condemniog the re-
cent banning vf Congress leaders
by the Minlsler of Jusiice uunder
the Snpprezsion of Commeonisw
Aot and the Riotous As.emblies
Aat and re-sfirmiog {te ooufle
dence in those leaders who have
been banned and ssgaiiug them
and the Indian people generally
that it wounld continue (¢ fono-
tion in the traditicu and spirit
sot by the Dadoo-Naicker leader
ship. It demanded the uue
conditional withdrawal of (he
bannirg ordera.

ARCHBISHOP’S OUTSPOKEN CRITICISM
OF THE GOVERNMENT

( Continued from front pags)

“This cao be done without
violence. 1 would not be sur-
prised if some of our people and
their representatives in  local
authorities reached that stage of
exasperation soon,

“It would be a healthy develop-
meat. A little local autonomy
and independence would do us
the world of good.

“To restore the proper relations
between individual and commun-
ity in South Africa, we need
a pew national anthem: ‘We are
marching from Pretoria,” "’

#'Citizens often had themselves
to blame for the overbearing
attitude of their Goveroment,

*#They wanted the Government
to do everything for them, and
coansequently suffered loss  of
freedom when the Government
claimed extensive powers for its
undertakings. .

“The only way out lay in many
free associations “buffering'’ the
State from the individual, The
health of a society could be
judged by the readiness of its
members to solve their problems
by voluotary associations—not by
invoking State intecference.'”

Dealing with the example and
success of F O,5,A., the speaker
gaid: ‘It is amazing how people
will respond to an appeal that is
backed by real convictions and
.self-sacrifice,

* “You cannot rup a country on
preconceived jdess, You have 10
shape it according to circum-
stances,

‘‘People changed very slowly in
the mass but ooe must have
principles — gaod, sound, clear
convictions about the ndividual,
bis importance, his dignity, s
freedom and his relation to the
community—or you were lhkely
to set up one of those disastrous
systems... .. culmipanog in such
horrors as Buchenwald, Belsen
and the slave labour camps of
Siberia."—'Natal Mercury,’

All political comments in this issue
except wheee otherwise indicated by
Manilal Gandhi of Pliocnix Settlement,
Phoenix, Natal.
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THEIR ECONOMIC POSITION-II

(Natal Regional Survey Volume [X, by C, A, Woods,
(Oxford Uaniv, Press), 25/:)

By C. W. M. GELL

DEALING with income, Mr.
Woods has done his best to
break dowa average figures which
can be seriously distorted by the
eatnings of the small higher
income group. His figures show
that some seven out of every ten
Indians in Natal are in very
copsiderable economic difficulties
and that about five in every ten
bhave only the barest means of
subsistence.  Living almost as
next doer peigbbours will be
forn. families with weekly in-
com s ranging from £2-—8—0
to £12-4—0, Yet a household
of five needs a weekly minimum
income of £4—13—0, and of six
£5—15—0, for basic needs, ex-
cluding reat and transport.

A Natal Uaiversity estimate
based on a rather small sample
survey 1 1944.5 came to the
conclusion that over 70 pet cent
of Durbau's Indians lived below
the poverty datum line. This
figure has been frequently criti-
cised as being based aa too
generous a minimum subsistence
level or on oo small a sample
But now, some 8 years later
(this book is ‘based on 1953
figures) after cons.derable eco-
nomic Cevelopment which might
hsve been expected to benefir the
Indian community, that figure of
around 70 per c:nt is repeated
over and over again in Mr.
Woods's much more thorough
researches For instance, two out
of three industrial workers can-
not peovide for nuatmum peeds.
Two out of threc bouseholds
have an income below the cost
of basic necessities. Three out of
four Indians in a sample of over
12,000 had annual iacomes of
dess than £50. With a poverty
limit at £6'per household per
week, only 10 per cent emerge
above it; at £5, only 15 per cent.

D.d anyone say that this is in
aoy case the fault of the Indians
themselves for being so prohft
Then let him consider Tables V
and VI on page 55, vhich clearly
suggest that in uttec poverty an
extra moutb to feed makes litle
difference; but that, as a famuly
approaches financial  stabilsty,
cconomic considerations do begin
to check the size of the famuly.
In other words, povetty is more
the cause than the result of large
famiies, as’ indeed now fairly
well established by all demo-
graphic studies.  The figures
also suggest, though Mr. Woads

* does not deal with this aspect,
that most Indian urbag labour
ltves in conditions of squalor,

homeclessness, disease and mal-
outrition very similar to that
endured by their African fellow-
citizens, some of whom still share
the predominant European illu.
sion of “the wealthy, mercenary
Indian,”

The number of trading licences
isin itself no indication of the
number of sheps, Many of these
Indian licences are for pedlars,
bawkers, sellers of pateat medi-
cines etc,, and many shops ‘may
bave several licences, In the
absence of other figures I have
always hitherto thought the best
guide to be the total of general
dealers, which gives 4,092 Indian

shops in  Natal (Europeans
11,964). I wm, therefore, grati-
fied to find that Mr. Woods's

less hit and-miss methods give a
probable maximum number of
Natal Iadian shops as 4,500.
Allowing for the average size of
families-and making some slight
adjustments by pguess-work for
inter-family  partoerships  etc.,
this means that between 9 and
10 per cent of the Natal Indian
populauou belong to shop-owning
families. And 3t must be remem-
bered, as Mr, Woods strésses,
that only a small number of these
are large aad flourishing concerns,
Many operate on a very small
scale with much or all of their
stock on short-call credit.

It is often alleged that Indians
ate too mercaatile. Even 10 per
cent as shopkeepers is a high
proportion for any normal com-
munity, But the Indiaus are not
a normal community with normal
o stlets and oppostunities Open-
ings in the professions are limited
ta a few n law aad medicine.
Goverament service employment
for Indians is small and declining,
The number of trades in which
tacy can be apprenticed is -four
with a total of 35 vacapcies.
Teaching posts ate readily “filed
aud form the only considerable
“white-collac”’  outlet, ouiside
commerce, Otherwise
dian labourer is squeezed -be-
tween the anvil of the white
labour policy and the hammer of
tore numerous African competi-
tion for unskiled employmeat.
1f Durban did not bave some of
the best organised non-Eutopean
trade uaions, the plight of the
Indians and the state of Indo-
African realtionships might be
very much worse thon they are,
loadquate though it still is, Indian
education (and the Natal Provin-
cial aurthorities) receives az de-
served commendation from Mr.

the In-’
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Woods for progress in recert
years. But it is now sunning
into the difficulty of finding pro-
ductive occupations for the edu-
cated. Dr, Verwoerd's solution
to this problem in the case of the
African has b¢en made quite
in the Baatu Education

clear
programme—tbat ‘there is no
place for tbe African in the

““European areas'’ above the level
of manual and menial employ-
ment and African opportunities
“jn their own areas,” theoretically
unlimited, will in practice be
sever.ly ciccumscribed by the
‘smallness, poverty and backward-
ness of those areas. At a time
when the country is crying out
for more hands, when even the
railways have been djiven im-
.perceptibly to break the industrial

colaur bar, are we really to dis-,

regard the potential skilled con-
tribution of our non-whires? Oan
the answer to this question de-
peads whether the ladian com-
munity is to be allowed to pull
itself up by its own boot-straps
from a paralysing and growing
degree of poverty and, in doing
50, to help us ail, -

*But one must reluctantly ret
cognise that, so -loog as the
answer has to be given by calout-
crazy fanatics, almost any folly is
possible. The Durban Group
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Acreas plans, for instance, would
add 10,000 house to re-house
displaced adians to the 14,000
sub-economic and 3,600 economic
bouses already required for the
Durban Indians, whose housing
(as Mr. Woods's figures show)
has been quite shockingly neglect.
ed in all past housing schemes,
The cost of these extra 18,600
houses alone (exclusive of [and,
compensation for loss of expro-
priated properties and trading
rights) would be in the region of
£12.15 millions, even at mini.
mum levels. Aod municipalitiey
ate supposed to find these sums
without” Government assistanice.
Clearly no imbecility is impas-
sible from those whose ideological
dogmas preclude a study of the
facts and practical possibilities,

Figally, Mr, Woods might haye
omitted his two page postseript.
llegitimacy, the size of families
and the pbilosopby behind them,
politics, religion, transport, enter.
tainnrent aod spoct were better
teft out than dabbed at in a few,
unconstructive sentences each
As it is, reviewers unfriendly n
Indians - have | merely bee
provided with Mr. Woods's per.
sonalautharity for a few more
vague and unsubstantiated gener.
alisattons which have no place in

'a factual sludy like this

P.0. Box 11012,

FARM PRdDuéE'

PRODUCE. Forward samples together with
. quatations to:

AISEN SOUTH AFRICA (PTY) LIMITED

111/3 Makosa House,
17 Commissioner Street

Johannesburg.
? oBankers: BARCLAYS BANK D.C. & O. !

Phone: 33-892 l-

BETEL LEAVES (PAAN)

When ordering Betel leaves don’t forget to write’
direct to the growers.

Any ‘quality and quantity at wholesale prices,
A square dzal all the year round.

A trial will convince you, ‘

Don't hesitate to write to:

COTTONLAND BETEL LEAVES -
GROWERS CO.

P.0. Box 7, Verulam, -

Natal.




26th November, 1954
AFRICAN VIEWPOINT

PTNDIFAN- OPINION

. BISHOP REEVES TAKES IRNSPIRING
) STAND

By JORDAN K, NGUBANE

HE Rigkt Reverend Am-
brose Reeves, Bishop of
Johannesburg bas, according to
Press reports, decided to shut
down the schools for African
pupils in his diocese rather
then co-operate in  makiog
Bantu Education work, He has
taken tbe only course open {0 a
true Christian, tc & man ol
bonour and to one who has
regard foz the values considered
sacred in the democratic tradi-
tion.

It is a grave decision; one
very painful to tuke. But the
issues ipvolved in the education
controversy are 5o clear-cut that
no compromise is possible, One
either takes a firm and clear
stand on the Christian evalua-
tion of the human personality
or ooe accepts the totalitarian
view that the individual is only
a means to a political end.

To us, on the Alrican side, it
will bring atout considerable
hardship in the form of children
whose education shall have
been interfered with and in the
way so-many ol -our children
will have no school fo go to.
The Alcrican teacher, {oo, might
have to lose his job. But two
things must be quite clear to all
concerned, as they are to wus,
Firstly, the inconvesience to us
ol baviog no schools for our
children will be nothing when
compared with the tragedy of
seading our childien to poli-
tical schools wherte their per-
sonality would be distorted and
their growing minds fi.led and
corrupted with vile apartheid
lies, 1 would sooner see the
Alrican child without a single
school than have brain-washing
cenires where the Alrican will
be conditioned to nccept slavery,

Secondly, it is about time
the full impact ol apartheid
wasallowed to make ilself felt
fully Ly the African people, if
to enable us to 1ealise that
Heaven helps those who help
themselves—on & wider scale
and in a more effective way

The true friend of the African
will see’ us ficmly on the hacd
road of increased suffering if to
basten the day when we shall
emerge in our lall stature as
free citizens of the land of our
birth, He will not attempt to
cushion the shock of tyranny
and in that way make race
oppression acceptable. 1a short,
he will do all in ‘Lis power to
belpus keep ‘on the road to
freedom rather than sweelen in

any way the bitter pill of race
oppression, )

And in takiog the stand
ettributed to him, DBishop
R:eves has shown that he is a
friend the African has every

.reason to regard as true. He has

done more, he has shown the
country and the world that
there still is, in the White
Christian ic this country, that
spirit of self-sacrifi ¢ and that
determination and courage
which very many people on my
side of the colour line bad
begun to regard as almost the
monopolies of the apartheid
totalilarians, We are seeing
Christianity once more accep!-
ing the greatest cballenge to it
in the twentieth century; we
are seeing a Christian leader
hoist a standard to which all
men of goodwill must rally,
We are very much in need of
that at the moment,

Bishop Reeves’ decision is a
challenge to the African, of
course. We are determined to
sea our children given {hat
education which will develop
their personality in ways we
consider in the closest accord
possible with the will of their
Creator. We have lost those
schools in Johanaesburg and
we are going to lose them in
very many parts of the coun-
try as well, We do not accept
apartheid education, He who
advises us to accept it is a
traitor to our cause and an
enemy. At the same time we
canoot just sit down and do no-
thing about our children who
have no schools. The situation
calls for a mpational effort to
fill the vacuum created by. the
closure of those schools which
refuse to corrupt the minds ol
the African pupils, We must,
as a national group, saciifice
all we have to produce the
teachers who must teach our
children the truth as we see it;
we must sacrifice all we bave
to build the schools we shall
call our own; we must sacrifice
all we have even il it means
going to jail and suffering
worse {or the type of education
we consider desirable for our
children; we must produce mea
and women who are ready to
suffenipoverty rnd imprisonment
hete aod now ia the fight
ugainst race oppression; against
values which are an insult to
the God we believe in,

In' - congratulating “Bishop
Reeves very warmly on his

decision, I must repeat (bhat
this is & challenge to us on the
African side, It is n challenge
we must accept if we are ever
to be frce men in the land of
our birth, We are already in
exceediogly difficult times, But
1 kaow the African will weather
the storm and emerge on the
other side a credit to those who
have, lize Bishop Reeves, stood

.s0 firmly and so loyally by

bhim,

For pearly three hundred years
we have put up an unbroken
fight agaiost race oppression,
We have been subjected to
crushiog tests, We have come
out of each trial a stronger
people, That fact, among others,
has emboldened our true friends
to take the icm stand they are
taking agnrinst the tyranny of
race, Ther:z is potbing r1ea'ly
new in the tyranny we oppose,
We cinoot be in a pasilin of
worse degradation and we are
~determined to.emerge out of
the present trial a stronger
people,r now more prepared,
because more ruthlsssly tested,
to take up our rightful place by
the side ‘of free men and womenp.

A WARNING TO
S.A. . WHITES

|F the Whites in South Africa

did not ‘“open the door to
the non-European in a definite
way" outright conflict in a few
years ' time was inevitable, mem-
bers of the Durban Soutbh Rotary
Club were told-at their luncheon
by M™Mr. Kenneth Kirkwood,
lecturer in the department of
Social Aathropology at the Uni-
versity of Natal,

The'only way to avert disaster
was to give the non-European a
‘‘sense of belonging,” a voice in
the managing of affairs and,
abave 21l, a sense of responsi-
bility, he said.

It was essential that the matter
of political representation and
citizenship in the Union's multi-
racial society be faced fairly and
squarely. \

““We tend to seek palliatives,
and to offend human dignity by
concentrating on questions other
than these,” he declared.

“I do not wish to- belittle the
important and valuable work
that is being ddne, but it is not
enough. I also realise that it will"
not be an easy task to face up -to
mattess, but it shall have to be
done if we are not to reach a
situation where the colours of
our skin will be almost a uniform,"”

Although he had a high regard
for the Eaglish Press of Soutb,
he sincerely wished that editorial
comment would ‘‘come down
more analytically’ to the ques-
tions of represeatation - and
citizenship,
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The South African European
ought to take more advantage of
the diversity of the country's
cultural heritage. It was im-
portant that the White meet and
bear the non-White in direct and
face to face contact.

The best “/solvent for irrational
fears’ was social intercourse, and
it grieved him that it was pos-
sible in the Union for, men and
women to reach their carly twen-
ties without having had the
opportunity of getting to know
the non-European,

Mr. Kirkwood, who leaves for
Oxford University soon, said he
would work on the problem of
race relations in the Common-
wealth .—‘Natal Mercury.’

Death Of Two Out-
standing Personalities

Mr. Justice }J, C. De Wet

collapsed on a fishing trip near
Stanger on Sunday afternoon and
died in his home in Durban the
same night, He had been a Judge
of the Natal Division of the
Supreme Court for eight years
His sudden death has caused a
great loss to the South African
Judiciary.
. The other is of M. Andrei
Vyshinsky, Soviet Deputy For-
eign Minister and leader of the
Soviet delegation at the United
Nations General Assembly, He
died in New York cn Monday,
November 22, through a heart
attack at the age of 71. His is 4
great national loss to Soviet
Russia, ’

Double Weddings

A double "wedding uniting
three well-known fimilies in
Northern Natal, took place on
Sunday, November 14, at the
Ladysmith Madressa Hall, and
was attended by 3000 people
from all over Natal and Trans-
vaal. Misses Hawa Bibi and
Khadija Bibi, daughters of Hajee
Mohamed Moola, were married
to Ebrabim, son of Hafez Ahmed
E., Seedat “of Newecasle and
Mohamed Sadique, son of Hajee
E. M. Moola respectively. The
brides are granddaughters of
Hajee Abmed Cassim Moola, of
Messts. M, M. Amed and Co
(Pty) Ltd, Ladysmith,
‘/‘mm“‘w

MY GANDHI
By DR. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
Price 12/6 including postage
This book is written by one of
Mahatma Gandhi’s first most
ifxtimnte friends in America and
hf.e l9ng supporter of the great
principles for which be stood and
laid down his life,
To be had from:
- ‘INDIAN OPINION,’

P,Bag, Phoenix, Natal
"‘/“f‘/““‘/m
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BHAGAVAD GITA—Abridged and explained
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—By M, K. Gandhi 15/-
A Gandbi Anthology
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HINDU DHARMA
By— M., K. Gandhi
Price 85,

Obtainable From:
‘Indian Opinion,’
P. Bag, Phoenix. Natal,
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Belag an Tnslde View of the Non-co-operation MNovement of 1921-22
By.Krishnadas
Abridged and edited by Richard I, Gregg

\Writing of the two volumes of which this is an
abridgement Gandhiji wrote: ;I have gone through
them. And the facts appear to me to be correctly
set forth and exhaustively dealt with...... The valumes
are the only narrative we have of the seven months
with which Krishnadas deals,”

Price: 12s. 6d.
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THIS year Divali, {estival
of lights oo the last day
of the Hindu year, was celes
brated with more gaity, The
ecopomic situation bas much
improved. Oa the occasion of
lagt Diwali the country was
Iabouriog uoder apprehensioas
of falling industrial production
rod growing unemployment.
The rate of development ex-
peaditure under the Five Year
Plan had, therefore, to be
accelerated and the outlay on
the Plan itself had to be raised
by yrocrorerin order to offset
the eff:ct of the slack in de-
velopment (xpenditure in the
st two years of the Plan.
Though plaoning pre-supposed
controls, the Government was
forced to abolish them and with
the abolition of foed ratiocing,
the commodity markets once
sgain started functioning in a
vormal sray and the scope for
private trade aod enterprise
was widened. The result of
this policy produced welcome
reactions which were faithfully
teflected in the behaviour of
the different economic indis
cators,

The ou'standing achievement
was, of cousse, on the produc-
tioniront, The output of food.
grains rose {rom 49 million tons
to 56 millon tons, an increase
of a little over 74 per cent and
that af pulses was higher by
oeatly 3o per cent to gg mil.
bontons. Among agricultural
taw meterinls for industries
35 per cent increase was regis.
tezed io cotton and the pro-
duction of sugar cane and oil

fteds was alio substantially get through the Assembly, The™

higher. Only jute end tea
Crops showed moderate de-
cliges. e
The upward trend of indus.
teinl production romained sus-
tained, the general index for
1954 standing as bigh as 346.2
as compared to %335 in the
month of October 3953, Barring
February, the industrial output
tose month by mouth and the
year was notable Tor the utilisa-

tion o a higher percen age of fefusal to implement the Ag--

lhe installed capacity. The key
materials such as chemicals,
.8eztral  engineering goods,
metals and iton and steel ge-
corded handsome gaine, Amon

comumer goods, the output of wmioute changes in the loyalties,

cloth ran at § per cent above
the 1953 monthly avecage and
Paper, salt, vegetable oil pio-
ducts and & variety of ocher
items recorded handsome gains.
A notable ex.eption was, howne
ever, matches.
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INDIA LETTER

(From Our Own Correspondent )

Bombay, November 4

The resultant increase in tbe
national income emboldened
the Goveroment to set the
development ¢xenditure. Dut-
ing 1953-54, the Governwmeants,
Central and States, were esti-
mated to have incurred an
ovezall expenditure of Rs, 354
crores on the Plan, TFor the
current year this is expeated 1o
be stepped up to nearly Rs. 300
crores.

Oa the whole the economy of
the country bas stabitised and
the prospects for the future
seem bright,

Diwali lestival is to Hindus
what Christmas is to Christians
L1i.ul-Fitr to the Muslims, A
monib in advance of Diwali
people bestir themselves into
activity and make elaborate
preparations to celebrate with
pomp apd splendour. The
houses of the rich dazzle with
multiecoloured eleclric lights
and buatings, The podr use
mud lamps and decorate their
dvrellings according to their
means. During the four days of
Diwali, life in Hindu homes js
full of mirth and joy. Especially
tothechildren it makes a special
appeal as they receive new
clothes, sweets and freworks.
Diwali means garland of lights
and heoce illumination forms
& promioent feature of this
festival,

Prakasam Ministry in Andbra
Siate is sgain tottering and
may fall in the next few days,
il the no-confidesce motion
sponsored hy the Communists

fortunes of the Prakasam Gave
cinment suffered a severe sete
back with the defection Shree
B, Ramkrishna Reddy, secre-
tary of the seven-member Prajas
Socialist Party represented in
the coslilion by Shree T. Vis-
wapathan, Finaoce Minjster,
According to Shree Reddy, four
of the seven members wijl
support the no-confidence move
oa account of the Goveroment’s

sembly’s directive agaiost prg-
bibition. Today the Opposition
eojoys a tmajority, on paper at
Aoy rate, and unless there are
further defections "and last.

the Communists are coanfident
ol avesthrowing the Gavern-
meat.
[ ] [ ]
The Gavernm‘ent of Iadia has

lodgoq & stroog protest against
-an article oo Mahatme Gandhj

ia the Soviel Encyclopaedia
which is full c¢f detozatory
statements about bim, The
article says that Gandhiji .pre-
tended in & demagogic way to
te a supporter of Indian iue.
dependence and that when the
ledian movement for pational
liberation appeared to become
a teactionary one, Gandbiji be-
tcayed the people and helped
the imperinlists to suppress the
revolt,
L] L]

Although India has accepted
with resesvations n Latin Ame,
rican Plan for direct negotiation
in ao attempt to secttle the
dispute over lndians in Soulh
Africa, Indian political circles
do not expect anything to come
out of such an attempt. India
accepted this plan because she
did pot want to antagonise the
South American countries who
bad always supported lndia on
the question or racial segrega.
tion,

[ ] [ ]

The crisis now brewing with.
in the Praja-Socialist Party
has increased with the un-

compromising statemeat of Dr,

Ram Manohar Lohia. The
P,5,P. convention in Nagpur
will decide the future of the
Party which set out to provide
effective democratic opposition
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to the Congtess. With Shree
Jayaprakash severing active
association with the Praja-
Socialist Party, Dr, Lohia ree
linquishing office as gen.etal
stcretary, and Acharya Xripae
lani’s resigoation from  the
chairmanship of the Party, the
outlook for the Party is not
good. It is possible that the
Gendhite group wmay break
away from the Party, [t may
be noted that this crisis is among
the leadership and not ia the
1ank and file of the Party,

Differences within any Party
must be regarded as natural,
Withio npormal limits, such
differencss assist 1he healthy
development of parly policies
and programmes. But when
disagreements develop on basic
priaciples and tbreaten the
Party organisation itself, it is a
sign of disintegration.  And
judging from recent develop
ments, the P.S,P, is showing
definite signe of disintegration.
Divergence of views, among
P.S.P. leaders, has now spread
to almost every issue, rapgipg
from policy towards the Con. °
rress to the efficacy of the
“‘Bhoodan"” movement. Acharya
Kripalani favours co-operation
with Coagress in construct-
ive work while Dr. Lohia
wapts to oppose Congress oa
all ironts.
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Phone 22905 Tel. ADD. : “GANDABHAI" PHONEMASTER- BROS%-%EI
The Home Of " (PTY) LTD.

INDIAN SWEETMEATS.

G. C. Kapitan & Son

Vegetarian Restaurant

Upcountry customers are rcquested to send their
POSTAL ORDER with their orders,

Write For Price List.
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MANUFACTURERS OF LADIES’ & GIRLS' STRAW & FELT HATS
WHOLESALE MERCHANTS & DIRECT IMPORTERS

HOUSE FOR KEEN CASH PRICES
33 West Street, JOHANNESBURG.
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A. KADER & Co., (PTY) LTD.
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el prelaz !l yredinz

Raym e, swWdlagn ne, AwChuw, 2:fla Rze,
A i Al e, v 3y, Iuna, ata Apya
A MAA nzhl A vl aw Aat v qf.

T =, 204 Al Aud Rur—

® QUL I AR adr % B, AN Wy eNw ol
410 W B, MR WA Aw@dL WA W3 WAL ;A AR
widd qHIYN.

L. MISTRY

61 BREE STREET, BURGERSDORP, J'BURGQ.
PHONE 33-4691. BOX 25626.

’




" 302 _ NDIAN OPINION 26tk November, 1954

PR D

Aol oig A el yabl

GUAML WIRL H21UL SRAIML e B, <G A WAl

20, R. ’, o
(1) AR WA o, 3R LEIRY él&&l‘
(R) wWaud W{e SR - S
(3) «XageNal ¥ ¢
(¥) aang (qutd (adtdfl el WT) ¥ € N Nl
PSS s Rl DA ¥ AN
(%) WM ' vz sike ydl (F4d W) % YlAdl sl HR
(W) Aoyt sut O
(&) Wa uis V] I MY 2l l
(&) ¢ BQIUAL 20l w2’ ((Eani) 3 ¢ H
(10} 4, @lgded BT U ol 45U ATRR Y .. 9 ”ll"ﬂ&;

S

(1Y) At arefl dadlamBu wimn Ae. 10
| viiell S50 . Ry el Wil iuaeﬂ 2y |

yufl A6, wegaia, AL
i P b a8 [QAadal e @
£ T AR, AgAelAL s,

Al z%e, ohEl Uz, AL

R BULLBRAND
FERTILIZERS LTD

BHARAT MUSIC SARNIA NATAL.
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@ ﬂa 1. Wherever thete is & particular Life Assurance Problem a Son Life of
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_ Manufacturing Jewellers and General Dealers Tbe Sun Life of Canads is 2 Lender lo World Wide Arsurance.
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C. C. PALSANIA

GENERAL AGENT
Busloess, Estate, Financlal, Insurapce and Immligration Comulhnl-
Sworn Transistor.

100 Sir Lowry Road, : —_— CAPETOWN
P.O. Box 4624. Phone 32390
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