Founded by Mahatma Gandhi in 1903,

g,
Ak
/

AU

Indian Qpin

¥
.

Former Editor: Manilal Gandhi—1918-1956,

No. 10=Vol. LI1X,

Friday, 17th March, 1981

RECISTFRED AT THE G.P 0, AS A NEWSPAPER,

Price: FOUR CENTS

I Am NOT
Retiring
~Nehru

NEW DELHI, (By Mail)—
Prime Minister Nehru has cate-
gorically declared *'there is no
thought in mind at present or in
the foreseeable future of my re-
tiring and so there need be no
speculation about it "'

The following is the text of
the statement issued by the Prime
Minister to the Press:—

] find that there is a great

deal of speculation about my
possible resignation or retirement
from the Prime Ministership
This is due to a report of an
interview [ gave to a represen-
tative of a paper in London I
am sorry that some casual re-
marhs about the futre that I
made have led to this misunder-
standing. There is no thought
in my mind at present or in the
foreseeable future of my retiring
and so there need be so specula-
tion about it. What I said to
the newspaper correspondent was
that the idea of my retiring from
the Prime Ministership and de-
voting myself to other activities
had often come to me. It was
present in some corner of my
mind and some time in the
Juture it may be given effect to.
But there is no such idea with
me now ‘There need, therefore,
be no speculation about it. In-
deed, I have not mentioned this
to any of my colleagues or mem-
bers of our party becawse I did
not think of it seriously,”

.Sowing Grass Seeds
From The Air

A N experimeat in sowing grass
seed from a low-flying plane over
an area of nearly 500 acres of
tangeland in the United States is
to be made in July this year by
American scientists at the Univer-
tity of Arizona The scientists
bave’ prepared small zeed-pellets
made of clay and grass seed and
centaining fertilizer foz the seeds
and repellents {or insects and

" other pests, The pellets will be
drapped just before heavy seasonal
rainfall —UNESCO.

PLEA FOR HONOUR TO

INDIA'S

“SAINT OF NATIONALISM

CONSERVATIVE PEER SUGGESTS
GANDHI'S STATUE IN LOMDON

-
SPEAKINGIn Manchester on the occasion of India's Re-
public Day, Lord Altrincham, the British Conservative
Peer and journalist said that the people of Britain should hon-
our Mahatma Gandhi, India’s ““saint of nationalism,” with a
statue in London. Recalling that recently Queen Elizabeth
had stood in silent homage hefore Gandhi's “samadhi” at
Rajghat. New Delhi, Lord Altrincham said that Gandhiji was
*a man well-acquainted with her father’s and grandfather's

jails,

Lotd Altrincham said: .

But he had been desceibed as
the greatest ‘man India had keown
since the Buddha and Lord Al-
trincham himself considered bim
“the greatest the world bas known
since Christ,”” *“Sutely it is time
for us, in Britaio, to show our
revereace for Gandhi in a visible
form,"" he added,

“He would not have wanted
meaey to be spent on statues but
as there are statues of bim in In-
dia, I think there ought to be a
statue of him in London. And it
should be paid for by the people
of Britain, subscribing voluntatily
to a fund not by the State, with
its wvast, impersonal resources
obtained by compulsion.

I suggest, too. that the trus.
tees of the Mabaima Gandhi
Memorial Fund should be un-
known people, not names, and
that the bulk of the money raised
should be towards some practical
good wotk of whieh Gandhi
would have approved,

©Most of the money should be
available for a living memorial,
and if the Press gave the fund.
raisers iis backing there should
be a big response.”

Lord Altrincham said: that “A
{ew cranks” might object 1o the
idea that "London should honous
an “enemy of Britain,”" Their
attention should be drawn to the
statues of George Washington and
Field Marshal Smuts, former
South African Prime Minister,
in London. Both of them fought
against Britain, Lord Alttincham
pointed out, and they did so
violently.

. Gandbi's method of fighting

Britain had been non violent,

Abraham Lincoln, whose figure
is also to be seen in London, was
in some ways nearer to Gandbi,
thouph he too used force to esta-
blish the principles in which be
believed, he added.

Choice Of Site
Oa the site for the statue, Lord
Altrincham  said a plinth was
vacant in Trafalgas Squate. That
might oot be “the most appro-

priate site,” especially as it would
give him as his "opposite num-
ber King Ceorge 1V on horseback-

But Lord Altrincham thought
incongruity and contrast were
sometimes the essence of good
taste. He remembered a statue
of Gandbi facing one of Queen
Victoria in Bangalore, and feeling
that aothing could be more suit-
able. .

“It would do the staff of South
Aftica House (Trafalgar Square)
oo harm to catch a glimpse of
Gandbi through their window's,"’
Lord Altrincham said,

But wherever the statue might
be situated, “its very existence
would be appreciated in India,
and would belp the prewth of
Indo British friendship—Reuter.

S o

'RAMAYANA ON
MOSCOW STAGE

By N. MAKRUSHINA, of Moscow, writing
in “The Hindu' Madras

N acons long past, in far-away
India, pearl of our carth, was the
land of Kosala, Slow recitative
verses came from the stage to the
accompaniment of solemn music,
This was the opening of the first
act of “Ramayana,” a play about
the;heroic feats of the courageous
and noble Rama,

The play was written by Nata-
lia Guseva, a Soviet indologist,
who bortowed the ploi from the
Indian epic that dates back to
more than two and a2 half thou.
sind years,

I attended stveral rehearsals,
So on the first pight I conceatra-
ted on audienee reaction. It was
clear that the boys and girls at
the Central Children's Theatre
did not look upon the play as
being about something long dead
and gode, A fairshaired lad, Alyo.
aba Goshev, who I learned later,
was in the seventh forms, jumped

up from his seat and began ap-
plauding with many others when
Rama defeated Ravana, the leader
of the wicked demons in single
banded combat, I saw Lida
Rybkina, Alyosha's schoolmate,
stealthily dabbing her eyes with
a handkerchief dueing (he scene
whea Sita begs Rama to take her
with him on his long journey.
Margarita Kuptiyanova and Gen-
nady Pechnikov, who appear as
Sita and Rama, played this scene
very movingly.

Not only the audience was ex-
cited, One could say the same
about the actors, becayse the pre-
micre was attended by practically
all the Indians living in Moscow,
among them Mr. K. P. S. Menon,
the Ambayssador, and Mrs, Menon.
Furthermore these guests from
India were not mercly spectators

{Continued on page 79 )


http://www.cvisiontech.com/

74 INBIAN OBINION

17th March, 1961

Indiay Opinion

Telephone: Mount Edgecombe 30,
Telbgram and Cable: #GANDHL"

FRIDAY), 17TH MARCH, 1961

Apartheid And The
Comrmonwealth

[This editorial was written before Dr. Ver-
woerd’s dramatic announcement of South Africa’s
withdrawal from the Commonwealth, and at a time
when continued membership seemed certain.]

T the time of writing the decision on whether
South Africa will remain in the Commonwealth

has not been announced but: indications are that
it will be permitted to continue as a member. The ques-
tion of South Africa’s membership is really not a matter
of principle—it is, as we have already pointed out 2 mat-
ter of international economics and foreign investments.
And in this complex situation it appears—from the
amount of horse-trading that must have been transacted
at Lancaster House in the first three days of the week-—
that right now it is not so much the welfare of the non-
European people that Britain has in mind as much as it
seeks to protect its investments. In attempting this it is
fortunate enough that it is really in charge of the eco-
nomies of the members of the Commonwealth and that,
as a consequence, it can lay down terms.
The Afro-Asian members, who really are affected by
the South African policy of Apartheid have found them-
selves ut the weaker end of the bargaining arrangements
and have not been able to stand firm on the question of
principle. So weak is their position that the South Afri-
can Prime Minister has been virtually defiant, One would
have thopght that he was going as a suppliant to the
Confereace, but his constantly reiterated claim that South
Africa will prefer the wilderness to a conditional member-
ship of the Commonwealth indicates that he isinamore ad-
vantageous position for bargaining—a sad commentary on
either the economic weakness of the Afro-Asian countties
or on their attitude to self-respect. Apartheid issues from
the presumption that the white people of the world ate
superior to and, therefore, the masters of the black peo-
ples of the world. The logical standpoint of the non-
White members of the Commonwealth is that while they
are not opposed to South Africa’s membership of the
Commonwealth they would like to make extremely clear
they abhor Apartheid and to lay down conditions for
mambership, applicable to all. The Commonwealth has
been called a “club.”  Every club has its rules and regu.
lations and a set of rules based on equity, fairplay and jus-
tice for every individual within the Commonwealth irre.
spective of his colour or race should be drawn up for
membership of the Commonwealth Club. 1f South Africa
is not piepated to accept this, she is free to walk out,
As it is, it appcars that South Africa can flout the
sentiments and the self-respect of non-White people and
( Continued on next page )
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PILGRIM

T ————

T EDARNATH affords some
of the thost epchanting views of

i the Himalayas, ‘To a fofeign

toutist, it gves a glimpse of a
strange and esoteric world, What
strikes yme gmost is fthe sheer
bewildering kaleidoscopic variety
of the palace. Kedarnath is
blessed with 2 distinctive charm
of its owa which bespeake of
repose and tranquillity, Its quiet
and matchless beauty, its sylvan
bills and dales, its gushing spzings
and rushing streams, its lavish
feasts of colour, its sun-sets and
rain hues, and the myths and
legends sucrounding it, all cone
tribute to make it a favoured
pilgtim centre. . It is “magni-
ficent,” “enchanting’’ everybody
cxclaitns.

A visit to Kedarnath is an
ethereal and ecstatic expetience,
Without any effort a visitor enters
into the spirit of the place, As be
climbs up, avoiding sharp turns
and hair-pintbends, he is enve.
loped by the feeling of exbilaras
tion. However, the intoads made
by modern civilization do not de-
tract one from enjoying the gloty
of nature, There was a time when
a pilgrimage to Kedarnath about
200 miles north of Hardwar was
fraught with dangers. Today
motor [transport has brought it
within easy reach. From Hardwar
it is about 125 miles. Onpe can
also reach it by Rudea Prayag.
The last lap of the journey bas to
be done on foot,

There is no room .for ataleness
in Kedarnath. It is symbolic of
eternity. - The szerenity and the
placid beauty of the landscape
lifts ope's heart above material
thoughts, The most popular
place of pilgrimage is the temple
of IKedarnath (Lord Kedar), “a
title of Siva,” situated at 2 height
of more than 11,000 ft, above sea
level. It ranks among the twelve
famous linga shrines of India At
the back of it is the marvellous
panorama of snow-capped peaks
rising majestically.

Myths Galore.

The temple is surrounded by
legendary aura.
it ir said, came to the Himalayas
and acrived at the river Mandakie
‘to to worship Siva. In their eag«
ernesds they desired to touch the
God, but He avoided it and plung«
ed into the carch, offering to their
votaties only the might of the

lower part of his body. The uppes

The Pandavad.'

KEDARNATH-

CENTRE

o —————

where it is worshipped a3 Pasue
patinatha, The Pandavas were
cleansed of their sins and they
built the temple in hoseus of the
God.

Another legend says that Par-
vati once asked Siva, “What iz
Keda? What are the fruits of
visiting itssacced places and bath-
ing in its waters?”  Siva replied,
“The place that you bave speken -
of is so dear to me that 1 shall
pever forsake it.  When Brabma
created .the Universe, Kedar
so pleased me that it shall ever
remain sacred to me, DBrahma
and the other goda ate there who-
cver dies there becomes one with
Siva, ’

There are endless facets to "Ke.
darnath. In Buddhist times the
place became a centre of the
Bauddbamargi cults, which was
overthrown about the -beginning
of the Sthicentury AD, by the
Saiva reformer, Sankaracharya;
who died here ati the age of 32.
The shrine is served by Nambu.:
diri Brabmin ptiests from: South
lodia .who wese intcoduced®
the great'Saiva missionasy. he
sanctity of the place' has'beed”
explained by the fact that pilgrims:
are overpowered by the strong!
scent of' the roses and syringa-
bushes close to the border ‘of* the *
eternal snow. This combined
with the rarity of the air, prodices '
a sense of faintness which® iy’
paturally  attributed to- spirit '
agency, while the strange sounds ©
produced by falling avalasichies -
doubtless; contribute to the same
belief.

Sacred places abound in the
neighbourhood. There are many
beauty spots to please the fastidi--
ous, The most famous is -Maha-
panth, where there is the cliff.:
known as Bliaitava. Jhamp, from
which pilgtims were accustomed
to peecipitate themselves as. an
offering two Siva, Arcund the
hills and on the numerous ridges.*
and spurs, the adventurous visitor
cat enjoy excellent though some.
times exhaustive vet salubtious
walls and climbs and bis efforts
will bz amply rewarded with some
of the most lovely views —(Gour-
tesy, ““The Hindu'’, Madras,!

Voice Of*Wisdom
«The true saurce of right is: duty.
If we all discharge our duties, rights *
will not be far to seek.  If leaving
duties ,unperformed, we run after!
rights, they will escape us-like a

i

part is maid to *have ceme to the- will-o-the wisp,

urface at'Mukbae Bind in Nepal;

~M/ K, Gandhic*
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INTERNATIONAL CALL FO
SANCTIONS AGAINST S.A.

(By A Special Correspondent)

BRUSSELS_Tha International Confederation of Free Trade

Uniozs has submitted » memorandum to the United Nations
General Assembly, now in session in New York, calling for the
imporition of economic sanctions egainst South Africa in view of
the refunal of thet country’s government to act on repeated appeals
from UN and other organisationt to absndon ite racial policier.

At a time when Africa is
coming iato its own and when
ons African country after an.
another is achieving indepen.
dence, the Government cof the
Union of Bouth Alrics has
maintained and even aggravated
the oppression of Africans withe
in ite territory and that ol
South West Africay Tie ICFTU
has consistently opposed the
Scuth Africen government's
policies of apartheid, and ig-
deed the fres trade unions have
taken determined and concrete
action (particalarly in the form
of & world-wide consumers'
boyeott of South African goods
in 1960) to demonitrate their
opposition,

Io view of the appeals which
huve previously been made by
the Geoeral Assembly iteelf, by
the Security Couocil .end by
other organisations to  the
South African Government to
abandon its present racial
policies, it is intolerable that
thet the Government should
continue to dely wotld opinion
by persisting in these policies
without sny material change,
Inthe light of tha failure of the
General Secretary’s recent mise
tionto South Africa to secure
apy modification of those poli-
cies, the time hes renlly come
for decisive ioternational action
to briog sbout = change.

The General Becretary of the
ICETU states:

“In the memorandum which
we submitted at the apening of
the semion, in September yg6o,
to the governmental delegationn
of the 75th semion of the
Geaeral Assembly, we placed
particular emphasis upon the
question of the racial policies
of the South Alrican Govern:
ment and we referred to the
plansed visit of the Secretary-
General to South Africa, We
expressed the bope that the
visit would achieve full success,
but we added that the General
Amnemblyshould consider action
to be undectaken if the wvisit
should not be successful,

“We stated that while we
were aware of the sufferings
which economic  sanctions
might cause to the peopls of
- South Alrica, we believed that,
in the event of other imeasures
- failing, the imposition of such

saoctions would be the most
effective way of exertiog press
sure upon the South African
Government, We therefors urged
the General Assembly to issun
& clear warniog that, §f
the Secretary.General’s mission
tbould fail inits aim of bringing
about a change in that govern.
ment's zacial policier, all mems
ber governments of the United
Nations would be called upon
to apply economic saoctions
against the Union of South
Alcice.

“The SecretarysGeneral has

oow suymitted 1 report to th
8ecurity Council on his visit to
South Africa from 6th to 7a'th
Jaouary, Inview of the un
satislaclory outcome of the
Secretary.General's miisiop, as
revealed by this report, in view
of the fae- that there appeans to
ba no dispotition on the part of
the South African Government
to abandon its apertheid polis
cies, and in view of the fact
that the question of race cone
Bict in Bouth Aftica is on the
sgenda ol the resumed js5th
sestion of the General Agsem-
bly, we propose to the governe
mental delegations attending
the sesiion that a resolutjon
be adopted recommeading all
member governments to impose
economic sanctions (apd pare
ticularly sanctions involving
petroleum supplies) against the
Union of South Africe.

'CHANGE IN LIBRARY

HOURS

THE Librarinn pod Secretary
ot the Natal Society Libraty,
Pietermaritzburg, writes:—

The Market Square Library,
the Branch of the Natal Saciety’s
Library which is avajlable ta
all non«Europeans, closes at
6 p.pudaily. It has beep suge
gested that some members are
prevented from gellipg their
books, as they cannot get to the
library befote 6 p,m,

As an experiment, therefore,
the Committee has decided that
from Friday 7th April, the
Library will remain open on
Friday until 7 p.m. Members
and prospective members should
take note of this, for the exe
periment will cease unlers it
can be proved to meet a real
need,

Hours of opening from April
April will therafors be:—

Mondays to Thuredays: 3 poa..

to 6 p.m, -
Fridays 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturdays ga,m. to g2 p.m,

During the school holidays,
the Library is alto open from
9 &, to Jo a.m, daily,

The Warbet Square (Nope
European) Library, which is a
branch of ths Natal Society
Fublic Lidrary in Pietermariyze
burg, will be three yesri old og
315 March 196y,

Since it opened, over 80,000
books have been issued for homa
teading, from & booRstock of

peatly 8000 volumer, The
libeary bas nearly 2000 regit-
tered members, and a'so fug-
P ies book boxes to school-,

The nooual graot of £840
Itom the Corporation meets a
latge propostion of 1he runpiog
coils, The remaioder of the
money required is rajsed by
booksales and dopations. The
Committes is also attempting
to reise money in order to ra.
duce bond on the building;
three years ago the bond stood
8t £7,000—10 it is just over
£2,000.

5

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
JOURNALISTS
HE Council of ths South
Adricaa fociety of Journalists
invites applications from pon.
White jouraalists for the Den
Jacobsson Scholanbip Fund,

. The Fund, which is adminis.
tered by the Coupcil of the
Bouth African Society of Jours
oalists, was bequesthbed by the
late Mr. Daniel Jacotsson, a
distinguished South African
journalist, to help noneWhite
journalists (Africar, Indian or
Coloured) wha desire to further
their educatiosal stendards in
some form,

Ths scholarship i  worth
about £55 a year and is to be
awarded annually,

All applications or other
correspondence should be sent
to Dan Jacobsson Fund, Council
of the South African Society of
Journalists, 25{29 Coropetion
Buildiog, 23 Simmonds ftreet,
Johanoesburg,

INDIANS ADJUSTING
TO CHANGES
IN Africa’

INEW DELHI—\r, Bahadus
Singh, Commissicner fcr India
in East Africa, who was e ddrers.
ing & meeting under the aug-
picious of the Afrien Society of
Bombay, ‘said that the people
of Indian descent in East Africa
bad been fast adjusting theme
selves to the changes taking
placein the territory and were
contributing salisfactorily to
the development of the country
of their birth,

Mr, Bahadur Singh gaid that
be was confident of the eventusl
consolidation of independence
of the African countries and their
development in peace and pros.
perily. At ptesent they were exs
periencing inescapable trmpsis
tiooal difficulties which wers
bound to b shortlived, he
added,

T T T SRR R O T e
Apartheid And The Commonwealth

( Continued from previons page )

be tolerated by them in international councils, South
Africa has refused to sign the Human Rights Declaration
of the United Nations; she has refused to subscribe in
full to the rules of the International Labour Organisation
because her labour policy is in conflict with civilised
canons on the subject of labourers, She has withdrawn
from Uneszo because she cannot tolerate the approach of

Unesco to the rights of the non-White people,

She took

SWA in much the same way as Hitler did in many parts
of Europe once and has imposed her own ugly policy on
that country in arrogant defiance of international opinion,
Now comes the fact that the Commonwealth has been
going down on its hands and knees in order to draw up a

comminque acceptable to South Africa,

The position

should have been the other wa
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GANDHI'S ASHRAM—A UNI

I BEGAN life as 2 Professor

of Economics in the G.B.S
College, Muzaffarput, Bibat, in
1914, I met Gandbi ia March
1017 fer the first time when he
wag my guest for four days, while
on his way to Champatan, to his
first entey jnto Indian political
life, 1 non.co operated in 1920
and joined his Gujarat Vidyapith
as Vice Peincipal of the Gujarag
Mabavidyalaya., From 1922 to
1926, for four years, I lived in
the Mabavidyalaya which was
less than a cotple of miles from
the Satyagraba Asram apd visited
it frequently. Later, when the
Asram was moved to Wardba and
finally to Sevagram I used to go
there periodically to live with
Gaadbi for some timz aod then
return to my work, My im-
pressions of life in both the
Asrams are not of an inmate but
of a visitor who felt and tried to
live like an inmate.  For me life
in the Asram was a2 npew and
unique way of life. For Gandhi
it was his best institution by
which posterity would judge his
success or failure. As a snovel
community created by a preat
pre.oaality it deserves the swudy
of modern sociologists, Here I
shall venture to plice before
readers what I now think of it.

The Satyagraba Asram, Sibar-
mui, was meant for a small
community of 30 persons to bepin
with but which would increase
to more than 200 persons now
and then.  There were a very
few relatives of Gandhi in the
Asram bt ththe rest were moatly
his “co workers'* engaged in some
activity of the Asram. There
were also guest rooms, barely
furnished, and genetally ocecu.
pied. But there used to be an
unending strcam of visitors on
all days, some of whom came for
advice, but most for darsan.
There was also 2 sehool attached
to the Asram, The relatives,
guests, co workers and stream of
visitors formed a strange and, in
a sense, motley community, con.
sisting of all creeds, castes, colours
and, of course, of both sexes.
They formed a2 community which
almost looked liked a moving
crowd, DBut this chaogiog form
of the community was a teflection
of the moving mind of Gandhi.
Same European is reported to
have asked him, “How is your
family?"" Prompt came the reply:
“All of India is my family" 1
thiok be could have truly said,
“All of mankind is my family,"
Yet, this the best institution of
kis cteation and housing a cross-
section of mankind, was as rruly
cilled 2 menageric” "by seme

critics, 3 “lunatic asylum” by the
cyoics, 20d 2 “bome for iovalids"
by superficials. Notwithstanding
an element of teuth in all these
observations, the Asram was not
only 2 unique epitome of man-
kind but a gnhering of a most
remackable  community. For
Gaodhi it was but a2 part of his
pature.

To begin with, the Asram
was by no means a retreat or 2
rest house for the weary., It did
oot reflect the past, with its
asrams in their icy isolation in the
Himalayas or the shady hermi.
tages of the forests, Gandhi's
asrams in South Africa or India
were “‘neithec too far nor too near
acity.” They were genperally
located within five miles’of the
railway station aod about 20
miles from the nearest city; the
Satyagraha Asram was across the
river on the other side and then
five miles, sow twe, by road from
the city. Butit was, then and
now, situated in a quiet place, on
the banks of a river. It had
enough land to acquire a rural
lock Buteven io its solitude it
was more busy than 2 bee-hive,
its day startiog at 4 am, and
ending at 9 p.m It gave no rest,
physical or emotional, to the in-
mates 20d whepever Gandhi
needed rest he took & holiday
away from the Asram. But at al)
timez and wherever he was, the
Asram and its inmates wete never
out of bis mind No fond matizer
evet doted on her child so much
as Gandbi on his Asram, even
while he whitled away at giddy
speeds in distant places.

I dare say that the Asram did
ot shelter a religious commun-

« ity though Gandhi asserted that
“I looked on it as religious com-
muoity”. Being in the plains it
was not established in Hardwar
of at any o'her sacred place It
wag located in Abmedabad for
various practical reasons—that
Gaodhi was a Gujarati, that there
was money in the textile industey
and commerce of Ahmedabad.
that it bad good communications,
and that he was not far away from
the madding crowds. I never
SaW many or agy saints or ascetics
robed in ochre or coiffured in
matted locks, There was an
individual or two who indulged
in ascetic fasts but none who
observed any of the well-known
ascetic practice, much less mal-
practices  Gandhi oever in.
calcated any dogmss, did not
formulate a creed or found a sect
even of khadi-wallas. He avoid.
ed metaphysics thouph calied a
Mabatma but he beld ethical
discourses which almost verged

oo metaphiscal refinements,  But
in all that he said he had a shrewd
and clear eye on ismediate prac’
tice. Yet when all chis is said all
isnot said, The inmates of the
Asheam wese not a religious com-
munity but bad a religious back-
ground. Morping and evening
congrepational prayers were an
esssntial part of the daily routine
and this routine was observed by
Gandhi and others even in runs
ning railway trains or on sick
beds Fasting was common enough
but offering of prayers was 2
necessity of life. However, to
my mind the core of religious
observances in the Asram was the
actual and visible equality of*5ll
religions among the inmates who
belonged to different creeds. In
fact some were botrhered abeut
caste in their inner minds but I
believe jeverybody observed the
equality of all religions both in
belief and practice,

Wag the Asram then a come
munity of work? Ina very large
sense it was a commuaity of
workers but aot of work, The
Asram had many activi ies, mostly
of a manual kind. It had agricul.
ture, a daity, spioning and weav:
ing, a tannery, and some village
industries erc. Hardly an in-
dustry was self supporting, ex-
cept perbaps the small dairy.
They were all on 2 small scale
and were training cum productive
centres. Hardly an inmate made
his livelihood, even at the sub-
sistence level, out of his occupa
tiog, The iumates were not
technically skilled persons, bound
together by their success in any
occupation and intent on research
or technieal improvement 'in jt.
At one time Gandbi was asked by
Judge Bloomfield, during his
trial at Abmedabad in 1922, about
his occupation. “I am a tiller
and a weaver,” was bis reply. I
believe he was an indifferent tiller
on the Phoenix Settlement, but [
do no think he was ever a weaver
except for a few uncouated days

. io Sabarmati. He was a servamt

of all work—-a barber, a 1ailor, a
cook, ascavenger, a physician and
even a mid wife and what not—
at various times, which be per-
formed with some little skill short
of being professional, v
But the Asram was esseatilly
* place for manual work, as a duty
of life, Every inmate had to pick
up some activity and devote much
time to it, according to his apti
,tude, He could even change his
activity according to bis mood
but could not aveid taking up
some other activity. Every ia-
mate got trainiog in the gospel of
#dirty hands” and more than

that became censcious
possessed a pair of hands, A°
without  hands in  the
would be nearer 2 man
soul, In fact, not only the
mates but co-workers wha -
as guests got admission only
the baptism of doing scaven
work for a few days, Above
there were mo servants i
Asram at any time but
helpers, Life was daily
your neighbour within the *
and a round of intelligent,
setvice taken up by i
fact che distinction bet
manual and_  mental, bet
white shitt and dirty hand, 1l
faded away in the Asram, so:
that the manual seemed to-
rule the mental. Reading
debating and writing wen
privilege of the very few.
Gandbiused 1o read a boo
two now and then in his
room, called by him “the libr,
Once I was asked by Gandh
play the peofessor and anm
his Asram library. It wagas
one, with books in various
uages in a- miz-up, copyiog
miz-up of inmates, and placed
the shelves upside down or *
side out, Itaok up my .’
a serious joke and gave
attempt without inviting*a
migder, Daily newspapers
even a lower place, resem!
the outcast. The Asramw
place of work, and not for v
Tts dominant note was Gandl
“‘body-labour" and not the B
Labour of Bandereuf. E
1 believe that the Asram
above all a community of sen
. but no of the usual type.*
here pecessary to go back Iy
gencsis of the Asram, It
1904 that 'Gandh started .
Phoeniz Settlement”—not:
Phoenix asram—-near Dusl
Natal, after the Zulu ret
was crushed. Indian Opini
published from he :
Settlement and its every *
was a type-setter, The
had 100 acrey of land and
mates worked on the '
was the life of a
trying to serve the Indian
munity in South;Africa
a life of poverty and hard
Later in 1911 the Tols'oy.
was founded near Johanme
in Transvaal, with 1,000 a1
land attached to it. The 1
Farm was meant for the
of satyagrahis who were
during the Civil Resistance
ment, for reasons given by ©
in his Satyagraha in S
It bad almost all the
features and was the true
of the Satyagraha Astam
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E COMMUNITY

By N. R. MALKANI, a veteran Gandhian
construtive worker in
quarterly journal of Gandhian Thought.

‘Gandhi Marg", a

sty swsried In 1915.9 Just
tyograha  wel Gaudhi's
11 contribution and epochal
ion jo the field of sooial
Jology, vo were his asram:
pest oommunity institoe
{or launching §t In the
Cworld. At orucisl mo-
he “had ocontemplated
fing all the settlera’’ in the
«oha movement, When the
ame a1l the 16 inmates of
ix crossed sud marched
o Tranavasl and all the
n of Tolstoi Farm did the
The salt maroh of 80
¢ from the Satyagraba
» known as the Dandi
bas become en eplolegend
3 great legend of Maha-
o The Asrams were the
holds and fortresses of ros
w in all Gsndbl'a ceame
1ot Cleil Resistance. They
{n pesce for & while but
s time preparing for @
to}iwar. The break with
siden age of asrams Was
complete 8nd  historie
dly, all asrams were A8 it
rooted in the soll sod
eo! Iodias’ Bat the ser-’
of both was mupigue n
tand quality. This service
wt of the commonplsce,
# kind of helplog the
wodl the blind and the help~
The moving epirit behind
| sctivitles was Gandhi'a
Yo remedy what I thonght
detects in our natiopal
wliglons, economic, edns
»l and politieal—defects
|sgued the Indian people™,
» sctivities were symbols
gupostz for new move*
and campaigos. The ed-
‘o of an ont-caste in 1915
time led to the campalgn
olition of untouchability
e founding of the Harijan
Sanghs The small deiry
poery in the Asram led to
npaign for cow proteotion
18 founding of the Alls
Joseva Sangh. Ths saorls
ploniog of inmates led to
wlval of heand-tpinning
s founding of the All-
Bpinnens’ and All-India
) Industries Asioclatlons,
tle achool and Gandhi’s
nents as a teacher led to
toational theory of Basio
ion apd the fonnding of
«India Talim};8angh. And
) thrilling and throbbing
'An experiment with bat
ucoess served as 8 big
.for a natlon-wide move-
Ml proceeding from the
~In faet the Awsram bes
28 brains trost and  hesrt-
,1 the matiom  Bat Jn

rm——

whstsver Gandhi thooght or feit
he never forgot the larger world,
and bis servios of the country
-wag "never {noonsistent with the
nniversal welfare,” In short
Gandhi's asroms were centres for
the servioe of India and throngh
her the world, by founding
aimost & new mooial order, now
known as the sarvodaya samajs
Indfen history will remember
Gundhl es the suthor of ite
political Indepennence, with his
matohless weapon of safyagraha.
But 1t Is now time for Indis and
the world to rememhber bhim ar
the bescon light oo the road to
A new way of lite. Satyagraha
projected him npon the existing
lite of Indla, but the aram
way of life and discipline pro*
jeoted him into a new &nd
promising feture.

Lastiy, what wes the set-up of
the Asrsm and what was
Gandhi's role in it? 1 imegine
the eet-ap of all Gandbi's asrams
was rather a loois one. He
srrogated to himself no partie
otlar offige as Director or Founs
der or Ohle! Organlrer. Within
the Asram he war “Bapn” Ina
vory real ssnse—2i & oonsoiencer
keeper and as a paternal head to
whom most inmates turned for
Iarge and amsll or even petty
matters, He was too big for
anyone to grow tohis fall statnre
eXoept a Very few who acooms
panfed him on his whirlwind
tonrs and underatood the world.
Bot there wera 8 large number
of his so-workers busy in pnblic
or oonstruotive work who ran to
him now snd then for guidance
or advice, Gandhi was the Great
Guide par excellence—with o
mind all windows, with eyed that
were myatical but with fest
firm on the ground, So he was
& guide for today and & prophet
fortomorrow:  For the Joint
Family he wes a physlcian of
the body and a healer of the
mind. In hisown way he was
also a firet-olass ecientiet, making
experiments sabout man as
well ag matter, but all the ex-
periments began with him snd-
ended po.one knew where,
because this ceotre had the wide
world as ita oircumference. He
wos irrsdisting personality that
knew no bounds. Some of his
assooiates have become the Big
Brother or even the physioian,
bat I fear, hardly any the asels
doone soientint.

1t was believed that the Asram
at Sevagram wonld hold together
and that the life membere wonld
carry the master's memage to
poaterity, But the Aeram almost
aoliapsed after his passing awey,

Bevagram is now a place of pile
grimage for people of the world,
thongh even this was atopped for
some time. The Asrem wan
bailt {round a live centre and
with the loma of the ocentrs the
oironmference has faded away.
The Buddba not only gave the
Dhamma (the right path and
knowledge) bat also founded the
Sangha nr Brotherhood. @andhi
founded many sanghas which
attended to remedying the many
defeots of the Indian people—
poolal, eoonomio, eduoationsl eto.
But he was not sble to fomnd
the Basio Banghs fof Righteons-
ness, conaistiog of big and emall
Brothera who would be .bhonod
together as trme missionaries.
The Asram had eleven vows
whioh are now merely ohanted
day in end day oot at prayers
The last #i%X vows ars peonliarly
Qandbisn and relats te the
abovermentioned defeote. These
bave praved the leaven for the
lump of Indian homanity snd
made It move with the times.
Bat the first four are the anoient
and eternal yamas or principles
of lite:» Theee have gone to the

backgronnd as identioal to life.
Mero rules of disoipline or
sotion have upurped tho place of
principles of life. @andhi war
too buey and too much on the
oircnmference to form a Brothere
hood that wonld be the permn-
nent oentre for inner growth.
Though essentially o religions
man who conld play the gurn to
his diseiples, he remained only ©
guide to the best among ue. I
think Gandbi had but one
“digaiple” and that was he him-
welf. An individual, however
towering, oanmot pleso he a
Brotherhood, The iden of form-
iog such @ Brotherhood was,
perhaps, in hig mind bat then it
wad too Iate to found one. The
Brothers dispersed in the wide
world of Independent India,
awearing by his name bnot pure
suing esch in his own way—a
way very muoh like the ordis
pary way of the world, Withont
a8 guide and ap asram the
extraordinary hss tended to
beoome the ordinsry.

Sailings Between
East African Ports
Karachi And Bombay

b 3
2w

o
) 5 3
oy o

7t

ML a3 P o iy

) S MR TN ==V N i

5 t ﬂﬂ“""“l:"ﬁ o] T ‘j

o » Sehy e

i “""‘.’7'5?’5-'»5."r‘-' T £ o i ¥
e

ey Gl
e ] TYRIT Y ez et 7 ¢
e e g &

o 5y ot SRS B2
Lt g Mf o

e L

rrw rrriand P
N 3

5 R’ [

]

4
Pioe Mg fa. o

390 Pine Street,
Telephone 20432,

5.5, Kampala due 6th April*

PASSAGE FARE FROM DURBAN TO BOMBAY

First Clan single  with food ~ R 23550
Second 2 ' " .. RI57,0
Third Class with food R 79.50
Third Class without food e ow s RE9.0

For further particulars apply to—

Shaik Himed & Sons

(Pty.,) Ltd.

Tel, Add.

Sails 11th April 1961

- Durban.
“KARAMAT.”
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Dadoo On South Africa

QUEEN'S TRIBUTE TO

NEHRU'S LEADERSHIP A Disgrace To Humanity

{#Indian Opinion” India Service)

NEW DEHI, By Mail).—3peaking here on the occasion of her

visit to the Indisn Cupitel,

Her Majesty. Queen Elizabeth

gaid that uoder the inspiring leadership of Prime Minpister Neh
the people were changing the face of India. She added that peo-
ple in Britein and the Commonwealth were following Indin’s
endeavours with deep interest and sympathy, The Queen was:
replying to a civic reception accorded to her at Ramlila grounds

Queen Elizabeth said:

"My, Mayor, ¥r. Prime Minis.
ter, ladies and geotlemen:

] am indeed grateful to the
citizens of Dethi for this mem.
orable welcome given tome and
my husband today. I have been
deeply moved by the friendliness
shown to us ever since we
arcived in ITodia and I Boow
that wherever I go in this great
country, I shall be upheld by
this friendliness and by the kind-
ness and warmth of heart which
all your visitors have come to
expect. )

“[t is & wondarlul experience
for me to coms to India, and
the heppy atmosphere of my
_vigit is one more proof of the
spirit which exists today be-
tween the diffecest countries of
the Commonwealth, It is some=
thiog oew in human history
that so many different peoples
should join together in a {ree
partoership. Within this parls
pership, the {rieadship between
India and Britain is of & special
kind. Inour aoxious and un-
certain world, it is e practical
example of the kind of relation=
ship which bumsn beings can
have with each otber despite
periods of difficulty, if only they
will listen 1o the good in their
own he: rts-

Things To Be Treasured

“Maoy Indians who come to
Britain say that they feel at
bome there; there is so much
sround them thet is femilisr.
In the same way the meany
British citizens who live and-
work in India and whom I look
forward to meeting on my
jouroey, also fit easily into a
familiar pattern, They sre
succonnded by people wha know
theic ways, their qualities and
their fniliogs, and are always
generous with friendship and
help. Shared exprriences, simi-
lar institutions, these ars things
which maks communication
possible across the frontiers of
differing ways of life; these are
the things to be treasured and
nourished.

“We live today in a rapidly
chaoging world. When my
gracdparents, King George V
aod Quees Mary, visited India
1o 1911, their sea voysgoe from
Fogland lasted neasly a month,

The aircraft which brought my
busband and mysell to Delhi
carmried us here in well under 24
bours, I sometimes wonder how
meny minutes it will take my
children to fly here to see their
Indian friepds in the years to
come.

“Because of theie and many
other fundamental changes wo
need to retain ovr links with
the past. The peoples of India
and Britain share among many
other things a lively sense of
historical continuity and a pro-
found belief in the traditional
values of the family and the
home, however different the res
ligious and social forms in
which they are expressed. This
is patticularly important bes
causa it helps us to realise that
we are oniy the temporary
custadians of a grest haritage
with & duty to plan and build
for succeeding generations,

Inspiring Leadership

“But it is the achievements
and the plans of the people who
live in India now, which Ipar-
ticularly want to see. Under
the inspiring leadership of your
Prime Minister, they are already
ohanging the face of India. My
busband has told me of what
hesaw here two years ago~—of
the new factories, the power
stations, the great dams af
which Dhalira is the symbol
and the chief, the many signs of
an ampler life in the towns and
the villager,

“People in Britain and in the
other Commonwealth countties
ate fcllowing India’s endeavours
with deep ioterest and sym-
pathy. They are more aware
than before of the supreme effort
which Iodia is makiog to battle
with poverty and disease. They
bnow the dounting size and
scope of your problems. They
have been proud and happy to
give their help; and they will
continue to do se,
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R. VITHAL

Bookkeeping, Writing up- Sets of
Books, Balance Sheets, Income
Tax Returns,

Contaet No. 12 Barklys Arcade,

38 Market Street,

Cor, Diagonal & Market Sts,
Johanneshurg, 'Phone 33.1854

D U UE N W WY M W D

17th .March, 1961

(*Indian Opinion” India Service) X

BOMBAY, (By Mail}

R. YUSUF DADOO, former
President of the South Alrican
Indian Congress, said here that
he had come to get solid and
concrete support from Indian
and other Asian people for the
cause of South African freedom;

Sonth Africs, Dr, Dadoo said;
was a disgrace to humanity and
civilisation, They were fight
ing for human rights and demo.
cracy io South Africa and they
hoped this time they would not
ba let down by the democratic-
minded people of the world,

Dr, Dadoo'was speakisg at a
reception given in honour of the
three: African leaders by the
Indo-Afcican Society. Mr. V. N.
Dessi, Mayor of Bombay pre-
sided.

Mr. Desai, welcoming the
South African leaders, said that
the people in South Africa were
struggliog for a long time for
their independence and the In-
dian people would render every
help and assistance for the caues
of South African freedom.

My, Vasumzi Linda MakRe,
Founder member of the Pan
Africanist coofetence, in his
speech, said that South Africa
was being ruled by a Fascist
Government on the principle of
the supremecy of the white man,
All the Acts passed by that Gove
ernment, Mri Make stated, were
aimed at dividing the African

- aEE o menbp o~ o

people into rival groups and.
makiog them hate each other,'
‘He had no doubt that the help
and sympsthies of AfrosAsian
people'the white supremacy in
South Africa would be thrown'
away in the pot very distant
future, '

Mr. Tennyson MalRiwane, ze-}
presentative of the African Nao'
tional Congress, said that fhe'
South African Goveroment way
not oaly suppressing the peacs.
ful movement of the people but’
proveking them to violence go
thet the Government could fied |
an excuse for shooting the peos
ple down, He said that was
neces ity: for all the African .
pations to unite. The crisis in
the Congo was theresalt of dige
unity and failure to speak with
one voice oo the part of South
Alfrican nations, he said,

PPPPIPPCRIELLLEIIOLELY
WATCHES, Gents models—25 Jewels
waterproof, shockproof. antimagnetic,
unbreakable mainspring, fitted with
matching meta! cxpansion straps—price
47/6.  As above, but a1 Jewels-
43/6-  As above, but 17 Jewels—30
As above but with self-changing calends,
17 Jewels—g2/6.  Also 21 Jewels Calens

dar—g6/6. Other models from 19}6.

LADIES models 25 Jewels, unbreak.
able mainspring, fitted with magnificent
matching expansion bracelels—55/6. Ag
shave, but 17 Jewels=47/6.

A. 1. AGENCIES, First Floor, Neo.,
104/108, Ilis Majesty’s Building, Eloll
Street, or P.O. Box 9279, Johanneshurg,

Stochs limited, order immediately.
P Y Y T YT YT Y P Y]

(Phy.)

% Gallon

r Rrag ”
2 " Ra.00 ™
3 R3-50 *
4 " R4-50 i

PACKING EXTRA.

P.0. BOX 1250.

Cable & Tel. Add. HARGVAN.

P. Hargovan & Co.

Received Shipment of Genuine Fireworks "'Kwong Man
Lung” Brand, Order Your Requirements Now,

Imported Scraw Cnp Neck 34" Diameter Mouth Pickle Jars
95c each F.O.R. DURBAN

155.7 WARWICK AVENUE,

Phone 29368

Ltd.

Fespm o W

CASH WITIL ORDLCR ONLY.

DURBAN.

Phone 835-6786

(PTY)

33 West Street,

MASTER BROS.

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS & DIRECT IMPORTERS
HOUSE FOR KEEN CASH PRICES

P, O, Box 1548, '

o

LTD.

JOHANNESBURG.
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YOU ASK ME WHY

By Rev. W. H. SATCHELL

HE following poem written by the late Rveerend W. H.
Satchell circz 1936-1957 should be of especial significance in
these days when mass uprootings of Indians are taking place
undet the Group Areas Act.  The late Rev, Satchell was a well
known figure in Durban for many years, He was an Anglican
priest who devoted his whole life to the Indian prople. He came
to South Africa in 1920 after spending 19 years in India, He
retutned to India in 1945 where be was killed by a falling tree in
1957 in the grounds of the Ashram where he was living The
poem hax been sent to us by a reader, Mt T. R. Carpenter, of
Jobannesbueg —Ed: 1.0.

YOU ASK ME WHY!

portrays a poor Indian women in Natal who re-visits the site of her
old home above the Umgeni after the Municipelity had expropriated
her land and demolished her dwelling.

Do you ask me why I stand zlone?

O: why 1 poke about among this rusty pile

Of broken abeets of 1ron, and pots, discarded and disused?
Do you atk me why the teats are in my eyes?

Or who I am and what I do?

Ordo you seck to know what spell

Has brought me here today

And yesterday,

To squace amid the ruins;

To pluck the red hibiscus; or te stand

And watch the ever changiog bhuea

Of range ca range of hills that rise above

The tiver and ber wide-suretched fields of green and brown?

Or do you ask me “*Why, poor mother, do you gaze towards the
oceant"” "

And “whatever meaning can the vastness of the sea convey to
such as you?"

Do you ask me why I pluck the Tulsi leaves and place them near
my heate

Or why I sob at sound of zain birds"song?

“No ocean vastoess should be aught but meaniogless to such as
you;

No winding garden path, nor bush, nor distant hill,

Should whisper messages to one

Uslearned, uncultured and unkempt.

Acd who, if sane, could shed a tear

O'er breken pots and rusty sheets of jron?"

Ard yet this pot—Ab, yes, chis very pot,

Was all I had to cook the rice when Shunmagum was born!
1 covered him beneath my robes ox stormy nights
What nights they were!—This very sheet of iron
Made poor pretence at keeping out the rain,

That path was where I stood to watch him
Coming bome from school.

The Tulsi plant his fether set, with prayer

To God, for blessing on our home

And when I went to town I worea red

Hibiscus in my bair.

And then upon a day some big men came,

And looked and wrote down in a book.

“A shack!"” they said, “'this is ne heme!"

“Ne proper place,” they said, “is this for man to live

Pull down! Pull dows! and seek another home

That we may make a better place

Where other men may dwell,

To pluck the red hibiscus and to stand

And watch the ever changing bues

Of raoge on raoge of bills that tisc above

The river and her wide stretched fields of green and brown,"
You ask me Why, poor mother, do you gaze towards the ocean?
You a3k me why I stand alone,

Or why I poke amoog the rusty pile

Of broken sheets of Iron, and pots, discarded and disused!’
You ask me why the tears are in my eyeal

And who I am and what I do!

INDIAN OPINION
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Ramayana On Moscow
Stage

(Qontinued from front_page)

~=thay had contributed to the
success of the play,

Mrs, Menon was one of the
first to read the play and her
comment wss an inspiration in
itself. The cast had many diffi-
culties to overcome — Indian,
miming, maooer of walkiog and
behaviour, and the gesticulation
characteristic of Indian people.
Moreover, V.2 Kolesayav, the
art director, inciuded dences,
Though, it gave the actors n
tougher time, it made the play
more colourful and intecesting.
And here our oumerous Indian
{riends came to the rescue.

Members of the Indian Em=
bamsy staff were frequently to
be seen at rehearsals and they
invited the actors to their homes,
They showed them films about
the life of the Indian people,
taught them how to wear the
sari, acquainted them with the
rituals, etcs

Mrs, Menon alio spent much
time helping to make the pros
duction a success. Bheritended
a number of rehearsal, advised

_the actors, and dn the first night
went behind the scenes to watch
the actors being made up,

People connected with the arte

in India who visited Moscow
alio helped, Such assistance
came from Mr, Humayan Kabir,
the Minister of Scientific Re-
gearch and Cultural Affairs,
from a dancer, & musician, |and
from other Indians.

Shortly before the premiere
the ectom received a gift from
the Indlap Embnssy—Indiac
costumes for the leading parts.

The first performance has
taben place of the first play
ever to be written in Europo on
one of the themes from the
“Ramayana”, These wonderful
beroes from the ancient Indian
epic have come to life on the
Soviet stage.

PPy

DRY RED CHILLIES

Dry Red Chillies and ground
Chillie powder at market
price always available,
Garlic 251b pocket at 6¢c Ib,
Also Africans’ long handle
brooms R, 2.50 per dozen
CASH WiTH ORDER

Write ta:

MAARMANS (Pty) Ltd,

Box 26, Phone 1128,
BRITS.  Transvaal,

PI 2T I 07 0 i Al a2 L L i I )

116 Queen St.,

DIRECT IMPORT FROM INDIA
AND PAKISTAN
We have pleasure in announcing the arrival for the Xmas
and New Year
LATEST SHIPMENT IN
Agarbattis, Caromboards, Plastic, Rolled Gold, Silver
Bangles.  Latest Jewellery & Hair Ornaments,
Sequins, Diomenties & Trimmings
Muradabadiwares & Fancy Goods
We specially cater for Hatwhers and Traders
When Next Iln Town It Will Pay You To Visit

A. K. HOOSEN & SONS,

IMPORTERS—~WHOLESALERS
(HOOSEN'S BLDGS)

Write For Our Price List

Durban

BOOKS FOR SALE

The Bhagavadgita—Radhakrishoan
Eminent Americans—J. T\ Sunderland 75e
Christian Missions—M. K, Gandhi

50c
Selected Letters I—M, K. Gandhi J01
Towards New Education—M, K, Gandhi a3c
Pablic Finance Azd our Poverty—]. C. Kumarapps 25¢
What Is Wrong With Indisn Economic Life
—D. V. e Re V. Rao 305
Christianity 1ts Economy And Way Of Life
—J. C. Knmarappa 232
@©btainablo from: &

“INDIAN OPINION,"
P. Bag. Durban;, Natal..
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fifty years

SLAVERY IN NATAL
SOME UNPLEASANT FACTS

TMarch 1911

(From The Indian-Opinion, March 18, 1911) '

'WRITING to the “Times
ot Natal”, Mr, Polak cn
the 24th uito,, said:—

Sir,—There are many of us
who Bnow and agsee with Mrs,
Mayo's condemaation of the
indentute system whether in
Natal or elsewhere, It isa
question of the ethical point of
view. Your readers roay be
assured that the information in
the possession of South Africa
British Indiap Commiftes is
both full aud well founded, On
the question of the Frotector’s
reports and their remssuriog
sature, it is exactly from these
that much of the Committee’s
iplormation is derived. For
the rest they are as remarkable
for what they conceal as for
what they reveal,

The following letter appears
in the "Natal Witness” {rom the
pen of Mr, Polal;—

Sir—l1 trust that you will
find room for enclosed reply to
one or two statements made by
you in your aticle of the
6th iost,

As you have said, the Iudian
Govecrnment have not acted
precipiti %ely. Natel and South
Alsica had ample warniog of
the proposed step, But Natal
declined to accept the warning,
The Indian Government have
watched the manger in which
Europeen traders in this Pro.
vince have delibecately sougt to
ruin their Indien competitors.
They bave observed that the
suicide rate amongst indentured
fndian is twice as high as
amongst free Indians, and fouz-
teen times ns high as in Indin.
They have seen how attempts
have been made to deprive In-
dian children of higher educa-
tion, and how only one-tenth of
the lodien childten of the Pro-
vince receive any education, at
pll, They have read the report
of the Natal Education Com.
mission, and observed how itg
recommendation tegarding Ine
dian children have been com-
pletely ignored. They hava
likewise read the teport of the
Natal Indian Immigration Come
mission, who regarded Indian
1abouters, apparently, ns meneys
mabing machines for Europenn

employers, They have observed,
too, the incidence of the 43
anpual tax upon Indian males
of 16 years, and upon females
of 13 years and upwards, as
the price of freedom in & British
Colony and have noted how
on the admission of several of
the principal employers of
Indiap lebour, the effect of the
tag has been to break up fami-
lies, and drive men to crime
and women to immorality, and
bhow in spite of these admis-
sions, the late Natal Parlia.
ment refused to exempt women
and even gizls from payment of
this impost upon their chastity.
They have watched the increase
of the Colenial-born populas
tion, and bave remarked that
no steps whatever were being
taken to raise it from a condis
tion of squalor to one of self-
dependence and selferespect, In
the circumstances, the Governs
ment of India and Indian and
ApglosIndian Press can hardly
be convicted of “prejudice”
apaioat Natal, nor can the
Home Press be accused of ignor.
ance when they are faced with
the serious eflect upen Indian
public opinion of what has
teangpired in this Province,
And this nltogether apart from
the bappening in the Transvaal,

When I wasjcecently in Indin,
inthe course of an interview
with one of the highefunction-
aries there, [ was particularly
questioned as to the state of
affairs in Natal, independently
of the Transvael. In view of
all these things, the Governmeant
of India have also thought it
inadvisable that there should
be an ‘‘uarestricted incremse of
the Indian population,” I may
add here that the South African
Indiap community has for years
ugreed as tothis inadvisability,
It was their European fellow.
colonists  who systematically
swamped the country with Ine
diang, for their own mercenary
purposes. 1 entirely demur to
your suggestion that thare is no
renson why indentures should
not be made terminable in
Indis. You appear, sir, to regard
the (ndian labourers as chattels,
nnd to suppose that they may be

thrown mside, like worneout
machines, when their conbracts
have expired, but Iyou entirely
ignore the point of view of the
Iodian labourers. They don't
regard twelve shilliogs a month
ugder all the restraints of in-
denture, minus fines and mon-
payments fora variely of trifles,
legal or otherwise as fair come
peosation in a country like
Natal for the work they per-
form, nor did such a munificent
reward enter into the calculas
tion of !the Indian authorities
when they permitted their wards
to indenture}to places cutside
India. Their object was to
coable them to develop freely
in their new bomes alter expiry
of these indentures:

The report of the recent de~
partmental committee on indian
immigration, presided over by

Lord Sanderson, which dealt.

with Crown Colonies only, ree
commended that, as a first prine
ciple “emigration under in.
denture for private employers
should be permitted only to
such Uolonies a2 offer opportus
pity to timerexpired immi.
grants to settle in an indepen-
dent capacity on the land.”
And the committee urged the
totel abondenment of res
indenture, Applied to Natal, it
is evident that, apart from any
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of the fint condition would
alone have sufficed to oblige the
lndian Government to tefuse to
sanction further recruitment for
this Provioce. But the South
Alrican Indian community obs
ject to the continuance of the
system because of its wervile
natura and because the labourer
is obliged, in the words of the
committee, “to subject bimselt
to more siringent control than
that to which other citizens can
be legally subordinsted, 8o
long as the coolie is with us, all
Indians are liable to be legisr
lated against such—vide the
Transvaal,

In regard to the treatment of
Indinns in the sister Province,
Natal cannot shith her respogs,
ribility, U Natal chose to
accept Union for its advantages,
she caopot be permitted to .
escape from its concurrent uc-
pleasantness, and Natal should
pot have closed her eyes whilst
the Transvaal Indinn populas
tion was being harried liRo &
community of criminaly; When
Natrl closes her labour reserves
to the Transvaal, amshe will
now be bound to do, the Trans..
vaal, too, will begin to feel the
pinch and this fact has not,

* you may believe, escaped the

attention of Lord Hardinge

other reasons the non.fulfilment mad his advisers, )
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