Billy Nair Interview:

Hueztiaon: Lomment on the state of the UDF now that Murphvy
ang Vvall: have been gevaineag. and that there seems to be an
increase In varlous forms of harassment that hadn't beern the
casze as tar as Jgetentions In the previous Tew weeks. Where
goes that put UDF, particulariv with Valiir and HMurohvy being
out of circuiation?

Billvy Nair: Like the experience that we ve had with Fopo,
and Terror Lekota, we had to quickly adapt to the new
conditions that were thrust on us by the absence af our
important people. So, similarly. and more particularly
coming at a time when a spate of dexentions... during the
emergency the arrest of two of our leading people has
brought the WDF into difficultvy, but like all other state
repression generallyv. since the formation of the UDF, we've
been aople to overcome those probiems 1n the course of time.
We are making adjustments. We have a collective leadership
that 1= now going to exercise the tunctions of two of the
peacple, and moreover, we are going to appoint functicnaries,
we are aocing to have people who are going to be able to take
over. For sure, notwithstanding the difficulties, is going
tm detinitely avercome the problem.

Question: Could vou 9o 1nte a littie b1t more about UDF
adapting to reoression. The Yact that a National Working
JommIrtee Fe€s5s51on was held seems to ndicate that UDF has
toung methods ta overncome the =ztate = surveilllance and
dJetentiaons and 50 an. Could vou mavbe elaborate a bit more
an o how 1tz atterted vour operations, ged 1T 1ts changed vour
methads of work?

Billyv NMair: The onslaught on the UDF aover the last two
Emeragencies has been prettv neavy — over 20 00@ people taken
at vari1ocus times aover the twl emergencies — but we have
succeeded 1n avercoming the problem by restructuring
particularlyv the regicnal structures ot the WUDF:; and quite
remarkably through 1nitiatives and innovations by our
activiste they have been able to +tunction very successfully
at the grassroots level, constituting streeset. zone and other
commltteses o maintain the stro

Apart ftrom tnis, the UDF regional structures, although
feavily h1t by the Emeragency and repression generallv when
some of our leading cadres were killed by the security
torces and vigllantes, were able to pull together the
regions. and this was demanstrated amply by the NWC
conterence that was held towards the end of May. where 9 aut
of 9 regions were present. and tock part.

We wouldn't sav that we ve mastered 1t altogether as to how
t overcome the difficulties under severe repression as we
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are experlencing naw. bDut we are fast improvainag on the
technigues of organisation. Now, the UDF. 1t must pDe said,.
insi1sts on maintalning 1ts legalitv. And 1t 13 wnile
maintaining our existence legally. we want to ensure that we
so structure curselves that the oolice, the vigilantes and

so on do not easily discover our activists.

Question: You mentioned the area committees and =0 ani.
cleariv one af the kev aspects of the ztrategy of The
demacratic movement 15 zetting up the zonal and street
commlttees and =0 on — a mare graizroots Tarm ofF
arganisation perhaps than existed a Tew years age — and vyet

that seems to have been one of the maln areas on which the
state has Tocused 1ts crackdown. To what extent have the
street committees and structures of people’'s power survived
the onzlaught Trom the state?

Billy MNair: Well, they have been surviving under extremely
difficult conditions. Indeed, you have on the one hand the
might of the state apparatus. buttressed by vigilante
activities, which 1s out to crush our organisations. We
admit that we have faced vervy severe repressive actions of
the state and 1ts surrogate forces. But without letting go
town much to our enemies, we want to say that we are adapting
our organiysation to meet the repressive conditions.

This +ound 2¥pression 1n the fact that there was unanimlity
at the NWLE that we nave to so conpstitute our structures that
they do not lend themselves to easvy state repressioan or
disoroanisation. So 1t means that while we are not an
underground movement (we are 1ns1isting on malntaining our
legalityv). we do recocgnise the fact that we cannot ocperate
nxrmally. And the state 1s va;?gg}w not 1ntent on giving us
g

that chance to operate legaltly. L
It 15 not prepared to gQive the space with the obvious
intention of displacing us with structures that are state
suppor-ting — the RSC's, the JMC’'s are a very good example.
We are convinced that the state 1s not going to succeed. 1t
nas fail=2d miserably i1n attempting to put 1ts surrogates 1n
the place ot democratic structures. It 1s trying to
resurrect the Black Local Authorities, obviously aided and
apetted by the JMU structures which thev have been setting
up. But they are not fooling our people.

Apart from the national workino committee and the attendance
there, we had this demonstrated when we had twa successful
stayvawavs on Mav & and & and again on June 16. when the UDF
and all 1ts structures., together with COSATU, was able to
pull oft+ the blqdest stonpage of work 1n the history of this
country. That 15 notwithstanding the very severe repressiaon
which both the UDF and COSATU have met aver the last few
vears. So. the state has not succeeded. We are convinced of



that. And 1t 15 not going to succeed 1n disblacing the
democratic movement with 1tz surrogate forces.

Question: Could vou telil us more aboutr how vyou s5€e the

state s strategy at tne moment: on the one hand thev zeem to
have =tarted reviving rcertalin retorm’' aspects:! an the other
hand the main represslve strategy seems to nhave been through
the JMC s and the State Secur1ity Councii. How do you see the
state organlising 1tz forces at the moment?

Billv Nair: What we see the state strategvy 1s 1s three—fold.
One 13 to crush the democratic movement. Secondly to
displace the democratic movement with 1ts surrogate
apparatus. And thirdly. to effect such reforms s as to win
over the people. Indeed, on all three points 1t has
failed... in the first place it has failed to crush, as has
been demonstrated for example by the convening of SAYCO
under repressive conditions. And the haolding of the Natiaonal
Wworking Committee are two examples of how they have +ailed
to crush our crganisations.

Un displacing our aorganisations — there too they have
faliled bpecause our pe%gég have no confidence in state
structures any longer.Feoole like Tom Bova and evan Gatsha
Buthelezl will have nothing to do with the ESCs apd so on.
Thev impose cértain conditicons like the democratic movement,
they also 1nsist that thev should release all paolitical
orisoners and lifting of the emergency and so on and so
forth before they participate 1n state structures. Now
echolng once again the demands made by the democratic
movement. In_any event we do not sav that they will not at deAede.
come stane aother co lanurate e with the state. Bot it
clearly demonstrates that +ar from £#he state winning “suppart
that even people who are operating in state structures find
1t repugnant to operate in dummy 1nstitutions todavy.

QUESTION: I=s that kind of Tarlure oraducing any
si1gniticant divisions within the state, within the National
Farty Between the "hawks’' and the 'doves'.do vou see anvy
si1gniticance 1in those apparent diviziaons that might exist
there or do you think that through the elections there has
been one consolidated position™

BILLY NAIF: well the mlection has demonstrated that there
has peen a decided shift to the right. Within the ambit of
that shi+t vau +1nd this Darar conterence has taken place.
There have been sSome sweet Nolses about reform emanating
from the 'doves’ 1n the Nationalist government eg Stoftel
van der Merwe has been projected as a liberal. Those
attemptse are cosmetic. they are actuallv tryainag to placate
the black populace to fulfi1ll the second point that I made
in regard to the state’' s strategy which 1s to sell Apartheid
1in a diluted form, make 1t appear a sweet bit of poison.
Feoole know this only too well.
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This public relations excercise on the part of the state
with all 1t limitations, 1€ even being stvmied by the
‘Nawks’. S0 quite clearly we see the state having been taken
over by the army and the security +orces. Farliament nas
becaome a mockery. A so called constitutiaon that 1s supposed
to have legislative powers - far +rom 1t. Important
gecisions are taken by the NIS who are apout 10 o 135 pecple
who are at the top who really take decisions. So what we see
13 that there has been a shift even within s called
demicratic structures that are representative of white
aspirations.

AF B 4oPe & net clear. Please Jeleve - -

There has _been a shift to.the saving the executive
excercises ? powers. Be the NIS is actually the real

decision making bodv and the JMCs and RSCs are going to be
dictated to by the NIS. &9‘1t5 nat even the cabinet that 1s
reallv taking the decisions. ﬁﬁ looking at 1t from the point
of view of democracy as en)oved nv white Socuth Africans you
f1ind that there’'s a decided shift there to a cliaue or a
cabal which 1s cantrolling the politics of this country.
Hence with impunitv they could take pre emptive strikes,
support reactionaries like RENAMUO and UNITA and so aon
without reterence to Farliament.

S Farliament has virtually become a rubber stamp., So in
like mind vou +1nd that Frovincial councils have become
nominated bodies. dummy 1nstitutions directly resoonsible to
the central executive. There have been nolses recently that
mavisrs and town clerks will have to be appointed although
thev are very aquick to dismiss this as merelv speculative.
They appear to be guilte sericus about this and we are qQoing
to see that happening through the RSC structures when there
wil be a displacement of EEEElEEﬂiQEEJEtQNn councils.

— e

So democracy 1Wt50 tar as the whites knew 1t .blacks have
never known BEEEEFaEV 1in this country. We know the tascist
Jackboot, that's all. But what we see 1= that as long as the
vast majwity of the people do not enjoy democratic rights
the minoarity whilch ahe been enjoving 1t over the vears will
find 1ts own position whittled away. 1ts own rights being
whittled awav. so much so that the shift to the right i1n the
last election did not come as a suprise to us at all because
the whites have led themselves i1nto the position where thev
nave allowed the executive to excercl1se powers on their
benal+.

QUESTION: wWhat does that mean , perhaos In the medium term,
faor the praspect of negotiation. Does 1t look like there are
ne gaps at the mament whereby the =state might be puszhed Into
a s1tuation where thev are prepared to negotiate on the
tundamental 155ues?

BILLY NAIF: As far as we see 1t negotiations with the state
at the present juncture unless there 1s a decided shift from
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1t present course. negotiations will be on 1ts own termes
that 12 to accept the structures .the institutions. the
constitutions as prooounded by the nationalist party in 1ts
Taucus. Whatevever 1s decided upon will be foisted on anyone
who 1 prepared to negotiate. 50 vau faind that even 1ts very
close friends who are operating within the bantustan
structures and even the local structures are being i1mposed
upon and they are told 10 no uncertain terms that you have
to accept RSCs or we 're going to ao ahead bulldozing this
through. 5o notwithstanding even the rejection by Gatsha
Buthelezi1i of the RSCs thye are going anead with the RESCs.

You could say that there appears to be no room for
negatiations particularly between the democratic movement
and the Nationalists. So we find that 1ncreasingly the state
1S using 1ts awn apparatuses — that i1s force and the threat
of detenticn and the spate of trials- for i1nstance what 1s
an trial at Delmas reallv 1s the i1deals for which the UDF
stands. Now 1§ cur people are convicted there 1t will be the
UDF that actuallvy stands convicted for espousing a
democratic cause. So they are using the courts as well tao
stlmv..to actually destroy apart +rom torce. apart from
detentions., use of vigilantes.

{Sa the course that the state has chosen really 1s +force tof A&
< |loressure even the democratic forces to accept 1ts 7 rather
than to meet the aspirations o+ our peoble. So we find that
what we 're heading for 1= a collisicn couwrse. The state
insi1sts on imoosing 1ts own will on the peaple and the
ceoples complete rejection of Apartheid, the nationalist
goverment.

Its legartimacy 15 also being guestaxhed constantly. That
none of 1ts praoncuncements are believed by anvone including
1ts own ftriends namelv Israel, the United States— all i1its
lackevs -even those props on which 1t relied for support
recently begoed Israel to entervene on 1ts behalf in trying
to get the European Community to plav down or let up on 1ts
camoalan against SA. Israel rejected that and exposed Scouth
Africa s 1nitiative to get Israel to represent 1t i1in the
European Community. 5o there yvou fi1nd that all props are
collapsing.

S, 1t 15 thmis scenaria that we are faced with and we are
convinced that +rom all the developments that History 15 on
the =i1de of the pecole . both blacks and whites.This 1s barn

out by the fact that COS5ATU has adooted the Charter and more
unions outsade of COSATU are thainking of adopting the :
Charter. So UDF soon will adopt the Charter on 1ts 4th — re-pWeste
anniversary. SO vou have a gynamic different to that which

15 beinqg chartered by the Mats. Thnat 1€ why I say that we

are moving not parallel to each other we are Just moving in
opposite directions. The Nats are fighting a losing battle,
thevy must lose 1t . The only problem that arises i1is that in
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los=1ng that battle they want to plunge this country 1nto
disaster before giving up. It 18 now +or the whites ana
placks - all the democratic forces. all thoss wno want to
see a change and a peaceful demccratic SA—- to club together
as oulckly as possible to redirect the course of history.

The Nats are not the masters o+ tne si1tuation. The vast
majorlity of the country, the democratic movement, as led by
the African people, must win notwithstanding the force and
the might of Magnus Malan . They have boasted that the state
has not used 1ts firre power as vet threatening to use 1t at
some time . Now we would as a reminder of the old history of
the Afrikaner that they had aleoc take up arme ultimately
against the British i1mperialists who were ocppressing and
exploiting them. Sco 1n like manner they have also not
learned from recent history with the American backing of the
Haiti. the Fhilipines and also South kEorea . With the might
of America benind these three states there was a massive
revalt in all those three states 1n gulick succession. Now SA
15 1n a far weaker position than those states and vet the
Natse 1n theilr arrocgance do not learn fronm history. We are
convainced that i1n the developments that are going to take
place and i1+ the Nats do not give wav and don’'s see reascon
o 1fF white South Africamns do do not apply sufficient
pressure together with the blacks to actually change the
course of things 1n this country very gulckly. we are going
to head +or a simllar catastrophe. And the Nats are not
agoing to stopo 1k, Its not a threat.

The UDF nas i1nsisted that we nhave decided to chart a
peaceful non-violent course but what is being thrust on us
18 viclence of the worst order. Our members. our leaders,
our activists pave been killed. Map® of our people ahve been
kidnapped, murdered. Many of our comrades ahve been sent to
the gallows, others have been shot by vigilantes, by the
state. We are convinced that there 1s a hardening 1n the
course of the struggle — the state far from softening the
sattitude of the blacks to 1t or to fascist rule. It i1is this
cauldron that 1s boiling all the time that 1s ultimately
aoing to explode to a catastroohe and 15 going to be
unstoppable.

The Nate should ales remember theilir own history and the
peoples history— that 15 that people were forced sometimes
to take verv drastic measures at huage sacrifice and the UDF
has 1nsisted that 1t 15 not going to enter the arena where
the Nats are strono. We are going to persist an our
peaceful . non—-violent forms of action for the simple reason
we are winhing. T(he Nats are weak 1n that particular field,
they cannot match us 1n the pursuit of our ideals. What they
want to do o in the short term 1s to caj)ale us 1nto the
postlion where we enter the arena of taking up arms . We savy
no to 1t. But the guestion haw long are we going to restrain
our people , how long are the people going to be restrained
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themsslves from taking the ultimate action where like the
storming of the Bastille i1n 178%. where the peaple may be
torced to storm the Bastille. This 1s history, we are not
threatening .

We admit that we do not have the capacity +or that as vet
out we kKnow the course of Pistorvy where pecple are pushed
into & corner they will fight back. And to avold such a
catastrophe i1t 1S 1ncumbent i both blacks and whites , all
those whao are 1n the strugale and even those thinking whites
wno are looking evan just a +tew 1nches bevond their noses,
ta think whether thev should 7 to the Nats those powers
which they are now. They should think whether they should
nat now Join the democratic forces. It 1s senseless for them
to run and leave the country 1n droves like they are doing
now . the technocrats . the i1ntellectuals., the professicnals
“aFe leaving-the countrey: We don't want them to leave the
countrv: thev have a contribution to make here. they have to
join the fiagnt to correct the i1impasse tnat the Nats have led
this country into.

QUESTION: On the guesticn of participation i1n the tricameral
parirament , there has been speculation in the press that
the UDF has been consigering or debating this 1ssue. Can vou
comment on this, what truth 15 there i1n that?

BILLY MNAIF: The truth 1= that there nas been no such
discussion 10 the UDF. We reilterateg the sztandpoint of the
UDF at the last NWC totallvy relecting the tricameral
Darliament. the entire constitution. Wnhnen the Fresident of
UDF was asked to comment on whnat should be done to
restructure the Fresidents Council ., the NCW 1n response to
this sent a memo to the state rejesfing i1n 1ts entirety not
only the FC because athter all 1t 15 part of a rotten system,
but relecting the constitution as such as beilng undemocratic
and not expressing the will of the people. We wepnt further
callirg on the FFF and thosz in the House of FEeoresentatives
and tne House ot Delegatesto resign and have nothing to do
with the Apartheild svstem. 52 1t would be unthinkable
theretore +or the UDF 1n a matter of weeks atter that to
really change 1ts paosition.

Archie was actually expressing nhis personal point of view
althouah he 1€ one of the co-oresidents of the UDF. He felt
“Verv strongly that UDF should very seriously think of
participating 1in the tricameral parliament 1n complete
ggﬂ;iﬁd1Eilgﬂ_;ghgﬂg_ﬂﬂiﬁluilan_that was adopted ot the NWC.
In that ne felt that 1t could be used as a springboard to
attck the Apartneid svystem he was not 1n any way reconciling
—mimeelf to Apartheild 1n the statement he made. On the
contrary he was asserting his position of complete
rejection. What 1s als=o 1n the statement, apart from missing
the poant that 1t 15 one of rejection of undoilng the
Apartheld system, he was 1nsitent that he was exoressing his
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personal opinion and not that of the UDF or anv of 1ts
affiliates. In tact at the Natal regional meeting of the UDF
and alsc the National Executive of the UDF there was
complete endorsement for the position taken by the NWC and
at all its previous congresses and there was no change. So
that 12 what really should be acceptea by evervone. The UD+
mas Nat changed 1ts position and 1S 10 Ng way going to
participate 1n institutions that are aolng to be surrogates
of the Nationalist government.

Dther: The auestion of participaticon would have to be
discussed by the UDF and tnhne democratic movement as a whole,
=z that 1f the UDF does decide (which i1s unlikely) to
participate, it will be the decision neot only of the UDF but
of the whole demccratic moavement. But 1t has been proved in
the past that parliamentarv participation wont bring about
change 1n this country. The future of this country lies with
extra-parliliamentary activities. So I think the pasition will
be ... That will be the positicn. We only see the :
possibility of considering neqgotiating or entering into
talkse with the National Farty if they actually commit
themselves to dismantling apartheid. It is only then that we
coulcd actually consilder having to talk and the talks would
pbe aimed at the i1mplementation of the pecple’'s demands...
not to actually discuss the constituticonal dispensation of
the Nationalist Farty and so on.

Ruestion: Relationzs with Inkatha: For the maoment anyway
Butheler: has taken a stand regjecting the Regiornal Servirces
Counci1ds andg there seem to have been moves 1n Natal towards
a reductron ot the tighting — where does that leave the
UDF 5 view and relationz with Inkatha at the moment?

Other: [ think that the oosition of the UDF as regards
Inkatha ales remains unchanged., because vou'll remember that
UDF mnas newver been the source of violence or ... with
(nkkatna. Inkatha alwave attacked the UDF so that the ball
remains 1n their court. We believe that 1+ Inkatha 1s
zincere 1n their eftorts to trvy to reconcile with the UDF,
they should restrain their members. they should take this
policy within thear rallies and within their structures -—
ston their members from attacking the members of the UDF.

The UDF nas at all times detended 1tsel+. Our relationship
with Inkatha will not imorove until firstly, Inkatha pull
out of the HBantustan structures: stop being the arm for the
state 1n that particular regiron of South Africa where 1t i1s
actually agministering apartheid and 1s responsible for the
continued oppression and exploltation of our people.

Billv Mair: Just to add that even 14 1t is. like Eangwane, a
participant i1n the Bantustan structures. 1t should not...
Mow vou see, even 1+ Inkatna 1 a part of the Bantustan
structure. 1ts attitude to the movement generally has been
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one o+ hostility +or reascons of 1tse own. Unlike Fangwane,
Wwh1lch 15 also a participant i1n the Bantustan system. vet 1t
zeps 1teelf not as an enemy of the democratic movement.

The movement, UDF. the ANC and COSATU; the democratic
movement generally = all their affiliates and so oni do not
regard... orF the fight 1s not against Inkatha, the fight 13
against the state. The guestion that arises 1s ‘why should
Inkatha enter the agenda when there are school baoycotts,
children are demanding books and an end to school fees and
the whole rotten system of Bantu education., why should
Inkatha send its vigilantes to attack the students™ Why
should Inkatha or 1ts members, o members of UWUSA, attack
COosATU and i1ts members when they are 4ighting for decent
wages and working conditions? These are the questions that
must oe answered.

Feople want decent homes, pecple want more land - 1 Inkatha
actually addressing those fundamental i1ssues? Is 1t
suppoartive of the demands of the democratic movement for a
democratic and unified South Africa? Now these are the
issues. Vialence has not sprung up from the UDF or any
organsalsations affiliated to 1t. On the contrary, at our
tunerals, at memorial services — the bloodbath at Victaraia
Meenae ' s memorlal service: we couldn 't have i1nstigated that
beEcaus=e 1t was our memorial service., organised by the UDF.
it waz Inkatha and the police that came. Thnere 1s ample
evidence for that.

When the NECC called a conterence to discuss the 1ssue of
Bantu educaticn and the praoblems relating to school
poveotts, Inkatnha sent two busloads of 1ts 1mpis, 1n the
wide qlare of the public., the pres= and everyocne for them to
zge — thev were dressed in full regalia of Inkatha — to
attack the NECC delegates. The purnt cut cars, thev attacked
our delegates, and 1t ended 1n A& bloodbath. This 1s without
anv provocation whatscever on the part of NECC or any of 1ts
delegates. That amply 1llustrates the ouestion: where does
inkatna stand in relaticon to the democratic struggle? For
the removal of the avpartheid svstem?® I+ that is clear, then
tor heaven’ s sake Jjoin hands with us. That goes for evervone
slce,

r
o
LI T

st1on: HWhat about aother grouosz, where there have been
ain cantlicts 1n ather reqgions? I'm thinking

rricuiardy of AZAPC and zome of the groups linked to 1t —
ANTYY and so0 on — have relations with those groups becanme
hostiie aver the past vear or 3507
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Eilly Nai1ir: The police have been agent provocateurs
ecspecially 1n the Eastern Cape, who were used by the state,
and this was constantly drawn to the attention of AZARPO, but
only very late i1n the dav they came to appreciate that there
were certain members of AZAFO - people parading as leaders
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ot AZaFld - who were responsible +or the atrocities that were
committed analnst our peocple 1n the Eastern Cape. [t 1s then
that they tooak action to 1solate the pecpole responsible as
peing enemies of the pedcple...

Rue=ztron: Is that Magina?

Hilly MNair: Magima vah. Then vou had a similar situation
... (1nauwdible piece)...

BILLY NAIR: In so far as our general membership is
concerned, our affiliates, we insisted upon, through our
various structures not to be distracted by in—fighting or

fiahts within organisations but to actually resolve
conflicts because afterall we cannot afford to dissapate our

energles — that goes for Inkhata or any other corganisation -
AZAFD .
WE cannot be distracted from our mailn struagle - our thrust

15 against the system, to bring down Apartheid as quickly as
possi1ole. Our appeal nas alwavs been for everyone to close
ranks and 1n that context whether 1ts AZAFO or Inkatha or
whoever 1t mav be to throw 1n their weight behind the
democratic strugale and not to allow themselves to be used
oy the system that has exploilted some of these thinges for
1tsS Cown use by publishing 1ts own propaganda .« 1ts own
ieaflets showinag sometimes that the UDF 1s attacking AZAFO,
ar callimg on UDF ta attack AZAFO and vice versa. Some

pedple because ot the lack of political consciousness they
may be easily taken up by state propaganda. FPolice actually
distribute anti - UDF leafletse and anti — AZAFO leaflets 1in

order to cause confusion. What we =fve said and what we
insi1st upon 1€ that people should close ramnks not to be
divided and dissipate their =energies by i1n—fighting.

QUESTION: Now 1n that regarc the UDF alzo seems ta have
takern a strong line against any oossible development of
tactionalism within 1ts own ranks 1n order that anv
Jifterences would not become divizions. MWhv 15 1t zeen as
mpar tant to combat tactionaiism?

OTHER: 1 think as far as that 1s concerned efforts have been
made since ... (1lnaudible)... to promote 1declogical
coherence within UDF amnd all the regions appaointed
educational offi1cers to tacilitate that process. With the
2staplisnment ot the publication ISIZWE we made sure that
the so-called i1declogical differences within the democratic
movement are debated.

Now at thne last NWC 1t was reported that much pragress has
been made thus far 1n that differences between the reqions
and also between some 1ndividuals and groups within the UDF
have been resolved. So we see that process as ongoing. We
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believe that some of the problems within the WOF . the so-—
called i1ntellectual problems wera2 not really 1ntellectual
but sometimes vou +ind that thneyvy are actually personal. 5o
we have decided to concentrats on political i1ssues and
discuss oractically 1sgues which contront our organisations
and 1n that way we wil be able to move closer to an
1dealogical understanding as +tar as ouwr struggle 1s
concerned. There generally 1s agreement that there were some
hiccaoughs here and there which we are resoalvaing 1n this way.

BILLY NAIF: In that context wnhere you have the manifestation
ot regional discipline also sectionalism, all manifestations
of racism whether it may be anti—whiteism, anti —-Indianism
ar anti— Africanism. Now within a short space of time to the
credit of the UDF thev were able to fairly effectively bring
about a greater understanding between the soco—called races.

The regions for 1nstance wanted to display the hegemony of
other regions, the left versus right .so-called naticnalists
and .leftists. These are some of the things that are
constantly been attended to. We have succeeded to & great
extent. The UDF has proved to be gquite an attractive force.
Motwithstanding the state propaganda against UDF vou have
mare and more whites seeing the need to Join the UDF. From
that poant of view we nave scored some Qood SUCCESSES.

WESTION: It does appear that to a certairn extent the UDF
has moved a fi1ttle b1t away Traom 1ts traditional FTront Tarm
and taken on a tighter organizational torm. 15 that perhaps
retlected 1n the gecision to adoot the Freedow Char ter?

OTHEF: The formation 3f the UDF was a political response to
a si1tuation. At that particular t1m€‘the different small
crganisations from different areas so they need to come
together ang pool thelr resources and confront the problem
as one. You find that they had their own different
orogrammes and ditterent approaches to the problem 1tsel+.
Thev needed to come together to fight those i1nitiativeson
the part ot the state.

When the elections were over the concentration was on
puillding organisaticons and 1n the course of that struagle
the i1declogical guestions came i1nto play and that is where
the different ocrganisations had to look at the political and
idealogilcal aspect of our struggle. And this laid the basis
tor the same understanding as we see todav. I think that 1t
should be understood that the Front 1= a political

initiative . Its not only right wing there and left wing
coming together but 1t 15 an i1nmitiative of the peocple of
this country ta try ta confront the situation. S that is

why 1t was verv esasv tor pecple to reach the same
understanding ooliticallv.
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BILLY NAIR: The UDF has maintained 1ts oposition as a front
of various organlisations . By workling together and uniting
in action in the course of the last 4 vears there 15 an
1identity of 1nterests and 1n regard to practically all
azpects of how we see a future South Africa. So hence the
adoption of the Charter did not come as something that was
just.. {inaudible)...It was the development over the last 4
vears that catapulted .the UDF 1nto a position where 1t was
confident encough and because of the backing of 1ts
atfiliates who had already adopted the Charter. There are
very few exceptions. 3o 1t has been able to carry the peaple
through every stage through action .

QUESTION: The reiations with COSATU zeem to be much closer
than thevy have ever been with other elements of the trade
unilon movement previously. Could vou comment on the
relationzshi1p between the UDF and COSATU?

BILLY NAIF: Well vou see there too like with the affiliates
in the UDF the relationship between the trade unions and UDF
did not come about acidentally. There too 1t was a gradual
process and 1ts 1n the course of struggle and jJolint action
that arose when baoth the UDF and COSATU found the need to
spearhead the braoad democratic movement. It arose through
1oint action last vear - May Day. June 16 and the call for
united action. S a commlttee was set up embracinag UDF and
COsSATU together with the churcrnes. SACC . SACBC and the NECC
to spearhead the compalgan. to bproaden out . That has barne
truit — the action that was taken i1n recent months had
widespread support of 2ven thnose organisations whao were
cutside the ranks of the UDF.

S the building bricks that were c=fablished was through
action  and most ot the rank and fi1le members o+ COSATU have
alreadv been woarking 1n the communilty structures. So the
adopticn of the Charter ,the need +ocr forming Joint
structures at a national and local level was seen by both
the UDF and COSATL .The resclutions that were adopted by
COSATY for joaint structures was an endors2ment of the
resclution that was adopted bv the NWC., So vou can see that
there as been a compolete meeting of wills . We have found
through jJoint action the need for more coheslve structures
between the Ttwo organisations.” This goes bevond the so-
calied united 4ront |

OTHER: Even 14 the leadership of the UDF ana COSATU had been
reluctant to come together the memberhsip of the two
arganlisations were bringing them together. They saw the UDF
and the trade unions as dane and the same thing.

QUESTION: The Dakar 1nitiative seems ta have created a ot
ot publicity within the cauntry, a iot of dilscussion within
the Ji1berad zector of the white community and a 1ot of
caondemnatiaon from the gavermnment, the far—-right wing and
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newspapers like Business fav and various otherz. That king
af Imitiative whilch 15 outside of the dJdirect realm of the
UOF and vet does not seem to be competing with UOF, now
berefici1al do veou think that 15 to the strugole, to
creating di135ent agalnst the government within the white
COMMUT LTy 7

LWy

o

(OTHEFR: We don’'t see the democratic struagle as being only
through the UDF so that any initiative .........1t helps 1in
the process of ooliticising the whilites apout real i1ssues,
showlng whites that the real struggle lies outside
parliament and expasing white people to the realities of the
demacratic movement. We are actually fighting for a future
which wi1ll cater +for anvy person.

QUESTION: What would vou see as the main task of whites in
the UDF? wWhere shoulild they be lIocoking 1n terms of organlizing
therr own community?

UOTHEFR: Well 1te very difficult too organise the white
commuml ty because the whnite community 1s priviledged. But at
the same time the time and initiative should actually be
directed toward organising the Afrikaner community because
they are making sure that the present system continues. If
we had 1nroads 1n the white communilty and. the Afrikaner
commulty 1n particular ,the universities. thear
communlties, thelr chnurches — that will penefit the
gemocratic movement as a whole because thevy have never been
expos2d to the reality of the si1tuation. Thevy should be
edposed to the 1deas of the democratic movement, the UDF,
COSATY and also the ANC 1tself. There i1s that need for
contact as well between the democratic movement and the
Afrikaner communlity 10 particular

BILLY NAIR: The Dakar 1nitiative also points to the fact
that a agreat deal of gi1ssafection with the Nats and that 1s
amonoast the AFrikaners tremselves. there 13 need +or that
inittiative now o oe taken further and we should not become
reclationist or Epctarian 1n our approach. Those comrades in
the democratic movement who are affiliates of the UDF must
adopt thie broad owtlook and to addrecese thelr problems . They
ars a priviledoed arouo but thev do have problems eaq the ECC
has teen able to +airiv edfectively notwithstanding all ats
d1f+ticulties o adadress tne guestion of conscriptian.
Similariy they have octner problems which must be driven
nome. The message of tne democratic maovement must not be
contined any longer to the black sector as such. White
democrats have to convey the message of the democratic
movement to whltes &g a whole more ettectively even to the
extent of bringing out media conecentrating thelr efforts on
tne Afrikaner soa as to win them over to the democratic
strugale.
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OGTHER: | trhink that the methods and 1SSUesE whicn will be
pDilcked up to organise 1n the white communl bty w1ll aobviously
di1+fer +rom those which are used to oraanise the AFrican
...The fact that most whites during the election snifted
towards the CF and towards the right 15 1ndicative of the
fact that ...Thev alsa fear tneir future. thev believe
wronaly that the National Farty will protect them as far as
thelr securitv 1% concerned. 5o we need to expose that their
+uture and securiltvy lies in thelr actuallvy jzining and
participating 1n the demogcratic movement .

QUESTION: The government has no cliear retorm strategy which
iz viable, 1t 15 doomea to fairlure. On the other hand it has
not surceeded In 1ts represzive mechanisms of crushing the
demucratic movement. HWhere does that leave the imperialist
agenda tor South Africa. They have cleariy been looking In
the past tawards the creation of third forces towards
rreating Jdivisians and vet these have not come about. What
are the dangers of the 1imperialist strategv Tor South Africa

=

BILLY NAIF: The +first line ot defence of i1mperialist
interests of the Nats themselves after all they are the
protectors of their interests and investments. The grand
imperialist design has alwavys been to make South Africa a
(imaudible) 1mperixl power like [srasl 1n the Southern
African context so that 1t will be a protector of
imoerialist 1nterests throughout the Southern AFrican
reglon. There the Nats nave failled pecause of the Apartheid
system. Guite a number of contradictions have arilsen
petween them and the i1moerialist pbackers. Hut still they
would like to see Apartheid go .So there’'s quite a lat of
arm twisting in order to get the NITts to change course.

On the other nand they are very much concerned about the
development of the strugqgle and 1t 15 for fear of losing
evervthing that thev possese here that thev want the Nats to
change directicn. They are caught within thelr own
contradictions. The Natse cannot hold on any longer wilthout

us1ng brute force  — that too does not make them very hapoy.
The creation of & third +torce, the Muzorewas for 1nstance,
that too . The very Dakar 1ni1tiative . the trips to Lusaka

demonstrates agaln that the ANC 18 a very important tactor
to the solutions of the problems of this country and we have
repeated that over and over agailn.

The Schultz meeting with Tambo noatwithstanding the strings
that were attached to 1t subsequently and with the anta
communilst ¥ by the State Dept., the so-called infiltration of
the Communists in the ANC — all this was to try to placate
the Nats here. So they are trying to 1solate the so—called
communilsts from the naticnalists . Now this 1s typical of
imperialism and of course the ruling class 1n anv Ccountry.
But by Nat det+inition all of us are communists - anvone who
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13 oppased to the Apartheld svstem. 5 1t means they will
nave to eliminate the entirre populace or all those coposed
o the Apartheid svstem 1n order T negotiate with the Nats
themesives. Feaple have ocpenly zaid and this nhas come from
members of COSATU that 1f vou sayv that fignting for freedom
ana decent wages and working conditions and adopting the
Charter and fighting for a living wage 13 tantamount to
Communism then we are proud to be communists.

5o whatever tricks they play today 1t 1s too late. Feople
have been +ully exposed to the bogey of Communism and people
are actually proudly raising the red flag at funerals with
impunity. The hammer and sickle 1s flving all over the
place. So the possibility of a third force is out— they may
try 1t but they will struggle. What we see 1s that there
area number of contradictions between the ruling class here
and the 1mperialist backers. They want toc help out the Mats
from the mess they find themselves i1in but the NAts in their
intransigence wouldn 't like to be helped out. They are
pulling —ut all stops to get the Nats on track because they
tear losing evervithing., they fear that the red flag may be
noisted here not the black, green and gold. That i1s what
thev are worried about and 1t 1s in this context that they-
may vervy well be pressuring even the ANC to salvage the
Dieces 1n the hope that they will displace the so— called
COmmUn1sts.,

(NGESTION: What do vou zee as UDFs main tasks 1n the months
ahead”
N

BILLY NAIFR: I thaink 1ts been summed up 1n the programme of '

"

aotion of UDF . Our i1mmediate programme 1s first of all that™

UDF 15 going to adopt the Charter @n 1ts 4th anniversary .
Thereafter there are a whole number of 1ssues such as
defendina the UDF . There's a campaign ‘Hands otf UDF" 1in
orger to protect UDF structures from any further attacks by
the state. Its not a slogan but born out by the reality of
the situation. We have decided that we are gZing to advance
aand at the =zame time to consaslidate and to defend the
organisaticon. Those three words actually embody what we
intend doing 1n the near ftuture. We will restructure
aursalves to meet the vigilante threats. to meet the state
onslavant. We won't let uo on any front.

OTHER: 1t=s clear that this present emergency 1S mainly
directed at the UDF to crush 1t . S0 we are goling to
consolidate and advance .
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