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A homecoming in Paris

By Ronel Scheffer
FC}H A brief moment in Paris earlier

this month some 100D Ssouth Afncans had
a rare taste of being ited by the world
Europe’s most charming city ﬂF'-rm-n_‘t its
heart to them in an almost overwhelming
display of generosity and support for
their efforts to resolve the conflict in thewr
country. Escorted through the winiry
avenues of Paris by presidential outnders
and entertained in ministenal banguel
halls, the group had cause to be both
humble and proud.

South Africa had barely started out on
the road of attaining the noble objectives
of the French Eevolution of two centuries
ago, and yet many in the group had dec-
ades of proud struggle behind them, had
experienced extreme suffering and made
|'||_||_r|-_- savribives botween them a total of
150 vears behind bars, in fact. [t was no
coincidence therefore that the debate at
the six-day Paris conference hosted by
France Libertés, the human rights arm of
the Danielle Mitterand Foundation, was
characterised by an unusual spirit of hu-
mility, ;'HF""T'I,"L'-I"\J almost withowl L'\L'L'F'"'
tion by all thise among the diverse group
of South Africans, the mapority of them in
kev leadership positions in polibics, bus-
ness, labour, academia and the press

There wiere :r1'|!"1|F!.I|I!11 dilflerences Of
perception and position in many areas
ranging from the De Klerk government's
contnbution and intentions to the rela-
tionship between revolution and negodia-
tions and methods of restructuning  the
economy o achieve both growth and a
redistribution of wealth. But there was
remarkable common ground as well
Delegates agroed that the process ol
achieving a non-racial demicracy had to
b acceleratid and that the intermal de-
bate between the opponents ol apartheid
must become more vigorous, that the
white community must more actively be
integrated in this process; thal it would
be counter-productive to build group
rights into a fulure constitulion, and that
the return of ANC exiles was a matter of

Urgency

inside

Delegates to the Paris conference Hein Willemse of UWC, ANC members Pallo
Jordan and Neo Mnumzana, and Dr Sam Motsuenyane, a Johannesburg business
leader, at the new entrance to the Louvres. |dasa assisted in organising the
conference

(n the first day of the conference the
first lady of France, whose personal n-
volvement with the dialogue programme
between exiled members of the ANLC and
ther compatriols inside the country goes
back to the historical 1987 Dakar confer-
ence, placed her foundabion's mvitatwon
o the Soulh African delegabon in the
conbext of France Liberis" commistment
to building a fairer world. She noted  that
at a time when dwctatorshaps around Lhe
world are being abolishsd, South Afn-
cans are “awakening from the nightmare
of aparthead
expanding fasl, she added, and ignorance
can no longer be a prelext to ustity pas

The wiorkd consciousness 1s

sivitv in the realm ol extendimg human
rights to people throughout the world
France Libernes, she said, was honouned
to participale in a small way while South
Afnicans were wriling a page in their his-
l;u'-r_1.

Over the next five days, as delegates
grappled with a wide range of cruaal is-
sucs and debates surrounding the transi-
ton to a non-racial democracy in South

The free, fair and | Organising
festive elections

whites

Adrica, it became clear that Madame Mit-
terand’s expectations of the conference
Wiere mid i_'l.l;:'.:l.'l..l:lt'tj I hie P:I't'-t.':h_t_' Ol
both ANC leaders and leading MDM ac-
tivists clearly mitroduced an important
dvnamic in the discussion, elevating the
debate throughout. ANC leaders, white
businessmien, unionists and activists In
the mass democrat movement, leading
woumalists, academics and even a lone
Natonal Party supporter visably moved
Closer topether and were iIndesd wnibine a
page in the country's history and prnba-
By 1m o amn |||'+'1|-...!| nlisd st ol i'll_llf'l:_“--T:n
and openness as well

It moved UL publicity secretary
Murphy Morobe in the hnal session o e
mark that despite the vigorous debate “it
1= almost magic that we leave this comfer-
ence with not one of us showing a scratch
from another™

“"We are beginning o leam very cnti
cally trom the lessons history has taught
us - not o shy away rom contradictions
because without disagreement and

To Page 4

NSC might get
the ball rolling




DEMOCRACY
IN ACTION

IDASA’s goals are:

® To encourage South Afri-
cans of all races to reject
apartheid and discover an
alternative that is non-racial
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

® To assist people o accept
and work for a post-apartheid
society as a way of allaying
their fears.

# To mobilise the skills, know-
ledge and experience of all
those who can assist the com-
munities in the crisis areas
n[ M A"‘kll

® To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find democratic
solutions to South Africa’s
problems.

® To assist in creating a
climate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.

IDASA Oifices
HEAD OFFICE:

Hill Howse, 1 Penzance Road, Mowbray, Cape
Town, 7700 (Ted 021-470127; Telelax 4774585

WESTERN CAPE: b Faircipe House, Drange Sireel,
Gardens, Cape Town, 8001 (Tel 071- II158; Telela

1ITNs)

JOHANNESBURCG: Fifth Hoor, Norvic House, 91
De Korie Strecl Braamionisin, 217907 [Tel 071-

IS0 1/LY; Tebetan 1395001)

PRETORIA: M) Hatfield Forem, W7 Arcadia
Street, Hatficld, 0041 (Tel §12- MII315/%; Telefa

MI1926)

DURBAN: 118 Sangro Howsse, 417 Smith Sireet,
Drarban, 4001 (Tel 831-30400%); Telefax M488%1)
FORT ELIZABETH: Fowrth Fleor, SMandard House,
34 Main Street, Port Elizabeth, 6001 (Tel 841-

S53001/L/3; Tebelaa 522587)

EAST LONDOMN: s Stephenson Streel. East London,

5207 (Tl 043 1-430047; Tededss €3068T

EDITORIAL

Breaking down
walls to build
bridges

R_ECENT successful Namibian elec-

tions and the remarkably reasonable start to
the debate in the terntory’s Constituent As-
sembly focuses once again on the necessity
of negotiation politics for a successful reso-
lution of South Africa’s internal conflict.
While it is conceded that South Africa is
very different from Namibia and that there
= a lot of hard work ahead before formal
negotiations can start, there is nevertheless
a growing commitment among many South
Africans to move more rapidly than ever
before towards the negotiation table.

Omne of the fundamental problems facing
successful negotiations is the difference in
perception between the leadership of the
black majority on the one hand and the De
Klerk-led government on the other. The for-
mer is clear that fundamental change is
demanded, leading to a new government
where the ma]::ﬂt{ of taces in that new pov-
ernment will be black. Insofar as the state is
concerned, one cannot escape an uncom-
fortable feeling that at the end of the day,
there is a perception not only within gov-
ernment but in the minds of most whites
that while the ugly face of apartheid will
disappear white control in some form or
another will remain. In other words, there
5 a yawning chasm which exists between
the two major protagonists.

Informal negotiations
Is it possible to narrow the gap between
these two poles in order to make formal
ations a reality, and if 0, how? The
essential first skep s to create a climate of
informal negotiations at every level im our
society — and here we can learn from events
in Eu
The crumbling of the Berlin Wall, which
so long divided East and West, has signifi-
cance far beyond West and East Germany
and even Europe. In many ways South Af-
rica is a divided society and whatever else
is true, the reunification in spirit which is

beginning o take place in Germany is a
necessary prerequisite before successful ne-
gotiations can take place. We too in South
Africa have built not one wall but many
walls which have successfully divided one

p from another in every walk of life
These walls will have to come down.

Ordinary people

In Berlin ordiary people rejoiced and joined
hands and sought to break down not only
the physical wall but the barriers which
have existed for so long. It was one of those
unusual, totally electrifying moments when
ordinary people take over and all the profes-
sionals from politicians to border guards
quietly stand aside and get out of the way.
If we are to have a similar breaking down
of walls both actual and imagined, then the
ordinary South African, black and white,
must play a major role. Fortunately there
are already signs of spontaneous action
from people who for so long have remained
in the closet of their own prejudice, confu-
sion and weakness. Those who were fortu-
nate enough to participate in the recent
marches in the major centres and in many
small country towns of South Africa, mar-
velled at the fact that so many people who
stood watching later joined in the marches
and experienced a sense of participation
which in itself is liberating. In many small
communities there are growing numbers of
ordinary South Africans who are deter-
mined no longer to wait for government
decisions, for Acts of Parliament, but are

to begin to break down the walls
which divide their own particular part of
the South African society.

Reconciliation

To change the metaphor. in the pre-negotia-
bon era in which we are liv there is a
desperate need for bridge-building to take
place at every possible level. One of the ex-
citing new factors in our society is the dis-
cernible desire of many white South Afri-

JA-NEE

All things to all
people
Upholding its fine record of giving all
sides of the story regardless of the conse-
quences, the Sunday Times recently
printed a rather offensive set of fantasies
on the world's most famous prisoner - con-
cocted by a British columnist appropriately
named Meter Simple.

Speculating elaborately about the rea-
sons why Nelson Mandela should be re-

sisting release from his “cosy court™ af
Victor Verster prison, Mr Simple con-
cludes that to Mr Mandela this setting was
preferable to facing “the shrill screaming

of Archbishop Tutu” or “the tasteless an-

tics of Winnie Mandela and her football
team” outside prison,

-Nice constrictive stuff Hat will keep some

customers happy no doubt,

No room for race

The term “non-racial” clearly means dif-
ple. Take for
instance the response of a Boland hotel re-

ferent things to different

ceptionist when asked if her hotel was non-
racial. “Yes, lady,” came the friendly reply,
“we are ... we don't take blacks and

coloureds.”
—Reserved for a won-race, perhaps?

Gierige gode

Xau!, die San-ster van The Gods Must Be
Crazy | en Il, is gesien by die stembus in
MNamibia, geklee in 'n Swapo T-hempie. Hy
het aan 'n poernalis vertel dat sy bydrae tot
die twee films hom ‘'n skamele R7 (00 in die
sak gebring hel. En ja, hy wvoel die
filmmakers het hom “verneuk” in die



cans in particular to find some way of join-
ing in discussion and in debate with their
fellow black South Africans. There is room
in the creation of a climate of reconciliation
for organisations to use their resources,
their expertise, their opportunities to build
bridges s0 as to enable people who have
been so long divided to come together.

The Paris confercnce is one example of
providing an opportunity for leading South
Africans to talk honestly and openly with
each other about their aspirations and their
fears and hopes for a new South Africa. But
clearly this must happen not only at leader-
ship level but at grass roots as well.

Contradictions
Certainly it is the experience of Idasa that
the demands for such opportunities are al-
most impossible to meet. Whilst the facili-
tating role has produced encouraging re-
sults, we must redouble our efforts in this
fragile and hazardous pre-negotiation pe-
riod. Therefore part of the breaking down
of walls and the building of bridges must
also include the highlighting of those
events and practices which maintain our
divisions and make the building of bridges
difficult. We must identify openly and hon-
estly the contradictions which still exist. It
is not being bloody-minded to remind gov-

ernment that every time one person is de-
tained without trial, this inflames a society
and prevents reconciliation; that every time
a school seeks to be opened to all children
irrespective of race but is frustrated by leg-
islation and bureaucracy, it is one further
brick in the wall rather than the breaking
down of the barrier. To remind government
that there are at least 50 statutes which are
based on race is not to be cynical or even
uncaring aboul reforms which have already
been introduced. It is simply a desire to
speed up the process so that genuine formal
negotialions can take place sooner rather
than later.

There are of course reservations and fears
among many who watch the accelerating
changes take place, not only in Eastern Eu-
rope but in South Africa. Changes which
are being welcomed by many cast long
shadows in the minds of the fearful. But
these are yesterday’s people and tomorrow
belongs to those who want to sec the end of
repression, of discrimination and the funda-
mental denial of basic human rights. To-
morrow belongs to those who are prepared
to break down walls and build bridges to-
day.

Alex Boraine
Executive Director

proses.
—{alk = daar now i Hekkie fn die pos oir Suaapo.

Praatkoors

Op dieselfde dag dat President FW de
Klerk vir die AWB-leier, Eugene Terre'Blan-
che, te woord staan, sien Mandela 'n pas
vrygelate PAC-leier vir 'n paar ure.
— Die drovee en wye laond in perspekticf,

Strand toe met julle

Wees nie bevrees nie, die strande is nou cop
en Rapport merk op dat Suid-Afrikaners wat

vir soveel jare witeen gehou is, die somer
mekaar op die strande kan begin vind.
=it Mens wil s nie lugkastele op sandkastele
begin bow wee, maar alle bietpies help scker.

Superbright

Dr Van Zyl Slabbert — along with other South
African luminaries like Ken Owen and Alex
Jay = made Style magazine’s list of the coun-
try’s 100 brightest people. How did ldasa’s
director of policy and planning qualify for
this exceptional accolade? Too astute for par-
liament, said the magazine,

— Aoy acluerement, some wonld soy.

LETTERS

Address your letters to: The
Editor, Democracy in Action, 1

Penzance Road, Mowbray 7700.

Radical mouthpiece
shows true colours

YDUH propaganda writers must surcly
be congratulated for their excellent com-
mand of the written word in order o ma-
nipulate people’s thoughts and thinking,

| refer to the article A banner is a ban-
ner”, under your Ja-Mee column which
savs the following;:

“Al the recent beach protest in Durban a
racist bully assaulted a middle-aged white
woman carryving a banner. It said nothing
nasty about the AWB, CP or racism, lts
simple message was Jesus is Alive’. Even
more astounding: “Policemen, ever vig-
ilant in their defence of Christian values,
helped the man remove the banner.”

Analysis proves the following specula-
tive, inaccurate guesswork, Why should
the man have been a racist? IF he was then
he must have been black, or Indian, or
mavbe the woman was an [talian and the
man an Abonigine, (Refer to the Oxford
dictionary for a definition of race and ra-
cism.)

Granted the banner said nothing about
the AWB or the CP, but neither did it say
anything about Margaret Thatcher, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Pol Pot, the D, Idasa or
the SACPE. Your writer takes the facts and
turns them so that it scems that the man
who 15 called a “racist”, based on no facts
at all, is a racist because he is a member of
the CI* or the AWB which is based on the
surmisc that the assaulting bully is a
“white” racist attacking a white woman
which is impossible and which is in turn
based on no fact at all.

How yvou manage to pervert facts based
on total unknowns astounds me, Why you
intend lo create divisions in a country al-
ready divided astounds me. Why you
don’t rather spend your money and en-
ergy on seeking solutions astounds me,
Why vou don’t rather start development
activities amongst the “lesser privileged”
astounds me. How come you take South
Africans for “bloody fools™ astounds me.

If ldasa truly stands for democratic al-
ternatives in South Africa I would expect
them to be more tolerant and appeasing
and rather seck “alternatives” than incite
hate and division.

Obviously it is not vour policy to pub-
lish nameless letters but even if 1 did give
you my name you would not have seen fit
to publish this letter for it shows you for
what you are,

A change-committed true South African

(Letter shortened)

(The personr i guestion formed part of a right-
wing group b dnberfered with a protest
agairst beach apartheid. be our book that miokes
fuine @ vacist, — Editor)

Contributors to Democracy in Ac-
tion may express opinions that are
_not necessarily supported by |dasa.
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More talks with ANC needed says Volksblad editor

HENNIE van Deventer, editor of Volksblad and

a great admirer of FW de Klerk, returned from the
aris indaba committed o drawing other members of
the Afrikaner establishment into discussions with the
ANC and leaders in extra-parliamentary politics.

He felt enriched by the discussions and found it
particularly valuable to hear how members of the
ANC motivate and defend some of their “'unpopu-
lar” positions in debate, 1 am in a much better posi-
tion now to authoritatively deliver comment on ex-
tra-parliamentary politics,” he said.

He admits to having felt uncomiortable with some
aspects ol the discussions, but agrees that being in a
position to “put faces to names” takes some of the
sting out of impressions based on press reports.

Van Deventer, editor of Volksblad tor the past 10
years, believes that Afrikaans newspapers should in-
form their readers more fully on the views of extra-
parliamentary groups to overcome their extensive ig-
norance in that area.

Afrikaner intellectuals too should be more recep-
tive to the views of the democratic movement, and
also use opportunities for dialogue to voice their own

aspirations to that community.

As far as his own role as newspaper editor 1s con-
cerned, Van Deventer plans to step up the content of
Volksblad on black views. 1 will certainly make
more information available to my readers, but it will
not necessary be sympathetic reporting. In fact, 1

have returned with some ammunition to still defend

some of my earlier viewpoints.”

Deventer, and Mr Thabo Mbeki,

The editor of the Bloemfontein newspaper Volksblad, Mr Hennie van

the ANC's director of international affairs.

From Page 1
contradiction there can only be stagnation
and no development,” he said.

As the conference drew to a close, how-
ever, an ANC leader cautioned that con-
stant tocus on strategies o end .'-I]_'I-.'irlhl.’id
should not overshadow the actuality of
what is happening on the ground in South
Africa. In spite of many positive develop-
ments, repression was continuing along
with reform in the country, and there was
enormous suffering among millions of
people in the region. “"We have an urgent
task to end the hunger, to end the pov-
erty, to end the death,” he said, also fo-
cusing again on the need for unity among
all South Africans. “"None of us acting
alone will be able to end the system of
apartheid. We have to act together and
find out what we need to do together to
gel to that commonly defined future.”

Perceptions differed sharply on the mo-
tivating force behind the more liberal
management style of the new National
Party leader. At the one end of the spec-
trum MDM and ANC leaders insisted that
F W de Klerk had not had a change of
heart, but that he was acting under the
pressure of internal and external forces
mobilised by the democratic movement,
and indeed merely shifting the line of de-
fence. It was not apartheid that De Klerk
wanted to save but power and control,
argued the director of the Legal Resources
Centre in Port Elizabeth, Fikile Bam. “In
the process De Klerk is even prepared to
put apartheid in jeopardy.” said Bam.

At the other end of the spectrum, the
editor of the Bloemfontein-based
Volksblad, Hennie van Deventer, main-
tained that De Klerk's initiatives were not
a "cynical exercise to maintain strategic
advantage’ but the result of a moral

“It is almost magic
that we leave this
conference with
not one of us
showing a scratch

from another.’
&l

awakening of consciousness among the
Afrikaner leadership who sincerely
wanted to establish a just and equitable
society. In this context ldasa’s director ot
policy and planning, Van Zyl Slabbert,
cautioned against the rarefication of any
particular form of struggle to end apart-
heid, stressing the importance of both the
planned and unplanned forces of change.
“The whole South African situation is
driven by an internal dynamic,” he said.

As the debate shifted to negohiations,
Dr Willie Breytenbach of the African stud-
ies department at the University of
Stellenbosch stressed that there was an
inherent danger for the ANC in the De
Klerk government's apparent readiness to
allow mass mobilisation inside the coun-
try. “The more the povernment allows
mass mobilisation, the higher its interna-
tional credibility will grow and the ANC
might well be seen as intransigent and to
be delaying the process of transition,” he
said.

The ANC countered that its insistence
on a normalisation of the political process
inside South Africa was being miscon-
strued as pre-conditions for negotiation.
Their demands for the unbanning of the

ANC, releasing of political prisoners and
the lifting of the state of emergency in fact
merely amounted to the creation of a cli-
mate for negotiation. But there was con-
cern too that the ANC was approaching
negotiation as a “'trick used in the revolu-
tionary paradigm’’. Slabbert said negotia-
tion would unleash a dynamic which
would create a completely new situation
on the ground and neither side would
have complete control over the agenda.
lay MNaidoo of Cosatu argued that there
was an inextricable link between revoelu-
tion and negotiation in resolving the
South African conflict, and that the one
would not be possible without the other,
Democratic Party co-leader Wynand
Malan made a plea for flexibility on both
sides. “The problems of the past will only
be solved by the politics of the future,” he
said.

Idasa’s executive director, Alex Boraine,
noted the importance of the process of lo-
cal level negotiations that has started in
several centres of the country. Commu-
nity structures were in this way beginning
to challenge the power base of white
councils and all parties were learning
valuable lessons for future in the process.

ANC and MDM views on the partici-
pants at the national negotiating table
proved interesting. While some argued
against the presence of groups like
Inkatha (because it is not active in the
struggle against apartheid} in a formal
negotiating forum, it appeared that there
may be room for all significant groups at
the table but that it will consist basically
of two sides - with those who share the
vision of ANC and MDM on one side and
the rest on the opposite side.

There was a tentative exploration too of
the concept of an honest broker to super-



vise the process of negotiation and there
appearcd to be some flexibility in this re-
gard as well as on the formation of a con-
stituent assembly to draw up a new
constitubion.

A discussion on the creation of “south-
ern African desk™ - with South Alrica at
its centre - to resolve the economic prob-
lems of the region generaled vigorous
debate. Prof Peter Vale, of the Institute
for Social and Economic Research at
Rhodes University, argued that the at-
tempts of South Africa’s neighbours to
jointly resolve their economic problems
had failed. Against the background of a
positive shift among financial institutions
inside South Africa that traditionally up-
held apartheid, it was vital to begin with
an integrated discussion and joint actions
to tackle the region’s economic problems,
ANC spokesmen, however, disagreed
that such a process could begin while
apartheid was still to a large extent intact
- and stressed that there should not be
any complacence about South African
domination in either the sub-region or
Africa as a whole.

The concerns of whites about the fu-
ture political dispensation found an echo
in several contributions during the con-
ference. Business Day editor Ken Owen
expressed his distrust of power bluntly,
saving that his reservations were partly
motivated by his experience of the tyr-
anny of apartheid and some of the meth-
ods of those engaged in the struggle
against it, His fears were almost immedi-
ately addressed in a moving contribution
by Albie Sachs, a former Cape Town ad-
vocate now engaged in human rights and
constitutional law research al the Insti-
tute of Commonwealth Studies in Lon-
don. It was clear that Sachs, who lost his
arm in a car bomb in Maputo some years
ago, was as commited to universal hu-
man rights as he was to the ANC. In tact,
his contribution put some pressure on the
ANC to take more bold action in making
its position on this and many other vital
issues more widely known.

During the debate on the economy,
Alec Irwin, education secretary of the
Mational Union of Metalworkers of South
Alrica, articulated an important challenge
facing people across the political spec-
trum in the country. “The biggest chal-
lenge we face is to try and escape the un-
derstandings we have developed as a re-
sult of our experiences of the past,” he
said. The rhetoric ot the democratic
movement, for example, could not simply
be dismissed or ignored because it re-
flected some of the real needs of the ma-
jority of South Africans. Earlier in the
week UDF executive member in the
Western Cape, Cheryl Carolus, said the
culture of resistance and demands of the
democratic movement were often re-
garded as “ridiculous and outlandish™.
The truth, however, was that their
struggle was a noble one and based es-
sentially on the quality of human life.
Mass-based structures, she added, were
the disenfranchised people’s insurance
policy for the tuture.

Probably the most noticeable move-
ment at the conference occurred among
the leading businesspeople and unionists

To Page B

The human face of
soclalism

A SOM EWHAT protracted debate

on sanctions in the French National As-
sembly on the second day ol the Paris
indaba put the conterence in the night
frame of mind to seriously deliberate the
future of the economy, a debate which
emerged as the most fruitful part of the
discussion.

1C1 economist Ronnie Bethlehem sug-
gested that delegates should bury the

W | [
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Africa needed a mixed Coonomy, bt the
gquestion was “how to get the mix of the
mixed economy right”, said Pieter le Roux
of the University of the Western Cape
The present vast inequalities were the re
sult ol ".IP.I.I’IhL'HJ on Lop of 1'.:F‘|i!.b|1--|1|"
and there was an urgent need for invest-
ment in human capital - which could be a
form of redistribution of wealth - to secure
the survival of the economy in the long-

;
|
E
|

Van Zyl Slabbert, Madame Danielle Mitterand, Prime Minister Michel Rocard and
Alex Boraine.

hatchet on sanctions as it really was “yes-
terday’s debate™. The most important is-
sue that needed to be settled was the re-
distribution of wealth and ;..';1'-:11.'.'!]1 of the
economy, and “tomorrow’s debate”
would be the meaningiul integration ol
South Africa’s economy with that of the
sub-region.

The undisputable star of the economic
debate was Alec Irwin, education secre-
tary of Mumsa, who didn't mince his
words and exploded a myth-a-minute as
he set out to prove that labour was not in-
tent on destroying the economy.

“We do not hide the fact that we have a
socialist ¢||_1pn;:m'1|, but our concern is the
development of the whole society and to
do that we need a coherent approach.” He
identified the central areas of dispute as
that of growth and ownership. On both 1s-
sues capilalists had outmoded 1deas, he
claimed. “"The important question is
whether people are being emploved while
we grow, are we talking about caviar or
food.”

There was some consensus that South

ferm,

Le Roux said nationalisation drove the
“fear of hell” into capitalists, bul al issue
was nol so0 much who owns the means of
production, but how to establish demo
cratic control over the surplus,

Irwin argued strongly that neither free
market capitalism nor command economy
socialism could solve the critical unem-
ployment problem, low wage levels, vast
housing shortages and the housing and
education orises.

Current privatisation policies would
prove disastrous - what was needed was
an investment policy which would ensure
that compantes woere i|‘|lr|'|1.‘|l|n;1|'|.'||]:n.' LT
i‘ll.*lili.'.'r. the cost ol F'll'tuiu-.lilm was low-
ered and 4~|T1]r|:|_'..-'|1'u'u1 icreased

Irwin said the labour movement was
critical in its approach to socialism and
had no objechon to an interchange with
economists to begin to fashion policies Lo
deal with the problems of the economy.
Labour was also not proposing Lhe nation-
alisation of every company, but would in-
sist that any restructuring be democrati-
l.,'..'I]I_'.,' plxmm:.u,l



Exposing the myths of
‘wWhite history’

By Hans Pienaar

DUH'NG the past two decades an

almost insatiable appetite has developed
for history in South Africa. New Mation
newspaper every week devotes several
pages to history and even the Reader's Ii-
gest [Hustrated History
of South Africa has sold
130 D00 coples.

These observations
were made by Prof Colin
Bundy of the University
of the Western Cape in
his introduction to the
AMopkly Mail Book Week
panel discussion on
“Peeling the Myths off
South African History™
in Johannesburg in No-
vember

There were good rea-
sons for this, he said. An
entire generation’s con-
tempt for Hhe |1|I-.1(11'1..r if=
fered at schools and the
need for a substitute has
led to a palpable pres-
sure on historians from
the most surprising
Ll1i.1:rl-;r-.

Communities who
glimpse the possibility of
a different future also
wanlk to know something
about their past because
without this knowledge
they resemble children
without knowledge of
their parents - insecure,
uncertain and invali- : -
dated.

Dr MNeville Alexander,
of the South African
Committee for Higher Education in Cape
Town, later illustraled the wrgency of a
rewriting of history when he read from the
:ru'm'uth' rediscovered notebooks he had
Ll.=|'l1 o a kind of alternative !11*—-h:ﬂ. wiork
shop which was held during his *10-year
course’” at the “University of Robben Is-
land™

"Consider what would happen it we did
not have this (rewritten) image of the
past,”” he said. “"The revolution would then
be superimposed upon an alien soil, it
would appear as a natural catastrophe,
frighttul and inexplicable.”

He revealed that the Robben Island in-
mates actually decided that a foundation
should be established for historians to
write an alternative history, without know-
ing that a revolution in historical studies
had already started shortly after the 1976
student uprising,

By now this has become a tide, as Prof
Huna.llr described it, within which a par-
ticularly strong current flows: The assaull

Panelist Lezlie Witz . .

0 E_'.II.‘TI._L‘H ed wisdoms or |'|u1|1‘- Two dem-
onstrations were "Iu'r'l of this “assault’”:
Self-cmploved quturmn lay Naidoo spoke
on the Jan van Riebeeck myth, and Xhosa
history expert [etf Peires on the infamous
cattle killing instigated by Nonggause in
the 19th century.

MNaidoo, a South African who works i

g,

The Dutch East
Indian Company
knew that Van
Riebeeck was an
advocate of plun-
der, and not of

peace
===

France, called Jan van Riebeeck “white
South Africa’s Hrst hero”, around whom a
deliberate myvth was created in a specitic
vear, 1852, by a specific institution, the
Dutch Reformed Church.

For more than a century historians em-
broidered on this first portraval of Van
Riebeeck as the man who brought Chris-
tian charity to South Africa. As late as 1976
scholars insisted that he was a believer in

. elicited lively response from the audience.

peacetul co-existence, although there was
no actual evidence to support this conten-
Lico.

The facts could easily have been
checked, Naidoo said, as Van Ricbeeck’s
deeds were very well documented in the
compulsory diary of his activities and his
steady correspondence with the Dutch East
India Company (DEIC)

In fact, David Living-
stone already exploded
the myth in 1853, when
he pointed out that Yan
Riebeeck had suggested
the enslavement of Kho
women and children on
ships bound for Batavia,
and forced labour for
Khoi men, as the only
way by which they could
be deprived of their live-
stock, in order to ensure
a steady supply of meat
to passing ships.

The DEIC themselves
knew that Van Riebeeck
was an advocate of plun-
der, and not of peace.
They consistently denied
his requests for more
muskets and horses and
entreated him over and
over again to display
more friendship towards
the Khoi. They finally
lost their patience after
he had provoked a war
with the Khoi, and trans-
ferred him to Batavia.

Peires tackled the
myth that a “different
mode of understanding”,
or superstition, had led
to the infamous cattle
killing instigated by
Mhlakaza, Nonggause's uncle, a myth
centred around the description of him as
the Xhosa nation’s greatest witch doctor.

Not so, he said. Mhlakaza actually was
the first Xhosa to be baptised in the Angli-
can Church. With his new name, Wilhelm,
he tacked on to Archdeacon Merriman of
Grahamstown, and was at his happiest
when he accompanied the latter on his
long evangelising journeys to Eastern Cape
Lo s,

Back in Grahamstown the archdeacon
eventually rejected him because he was a
lazy servant. This led to Wilhelm's return
to his Xhosa village, and the re-adoption of
his original name. Among the Xhosa he
began to spread his own gospel of the Res-
urrection, which was one of the main
torces bringing about the cattle killing

Slightly adapting an adage of Ambrose
Beirce, Peires said that myths were de-
signed to conceal a truth, "Once a myth is
spotted, it is the task of the historian to un-
varth the particular truth that is being con-



cealed.”

Throughout the session the panelists in
various ways warned that progressive his-
torians should also be aware of the danger
of developing their own myths.

In such a vein Steven Friedman, policy
researcher at the South African Institute of
Race Eelations, speculated on a provoca-
tive theory he called “Wellingtonism".

This was named after Wellington Buthe-
lezi, who in the 1920s had amassed a huge
following by preaching the liberation of
black South Africans by Russians and
American negroes who would descend
from the heavens.

A similar line of thinking dominated re-
sistance politics until the forties, Friedman
said. Instead of mobilising their support-
ers, ANC activists poured most of their en-
ergy into a strategy of petitioning the gov-
ernment and the Crown.

The myths surrounding this history be-
come dangerous when latter-day activists
teach that after the forties the ANC drasti-
cally changed course and transformed it-
self into a militant mass-based organisa-
tion. On the contrary, Friedman argued,
many strategies which the Congress move-
ment adopted then had been designed to
undermine the moral legitimacy of the
South African government by appealing to
foreign opinion.

The earlier strategies of petitioning had
merely been translated, and not aban-
doned. Forms of mass protest were used
primarily to influence the United Nations.

Since then a lot of anti-apartheid politics
has been dominated by the idea that free-
dom comes from abroad. That has begun
to change only in the last few years. The
trade union movement and civic associa-
tions have begun to instill the idea thal
blacks do have power and that the free-
dom they long for, is going to be won by
their own efforts.

In an earlier session on teaching alterna-
tive history in the classroom, Wits histo-
rian Cynthia Kross expressed her concern
about the “snappy headlines” of newspa-
per pages devoted to alternative history.

She got the feeling that journalists be-
lieved that they had “extracted the an-
swers from fumbling academics”, an atti-
tude which had its dangers because it im-
plied that it was possible to be in posses-
sion of the “real story at last”",

Alternative methods of teaching history
were presented by Ishmail Waadi and Le-
sley Witz, which elicited some lively re-
sponses from the audience on the almost
insurmountable problems presented by
working in a hostile system still very much
devoted to government policies.

In his talk on the Inkatha school syllabus
Blade Ndzimandze showed how the class-
room remains a political arena for apart-
heid forces, Inkatha cynically employs
black cultural concepts like ubuntu (broth-
erhood) and hlonipa (respect) in its sylla-
bus to reinforce the establishment of
Inkatha Youth Brigades in schools.

At the same time he warned against
viewing ethnicity in terms of the govern-
ment's divide and rule strategy and not
from the perspective of lived traditions as
part of the daily experience of black

peaple.

Hans Pienaar is a freelance journalist
based in Johannesburg,.
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Homecoming . . .
From Page 5
Towards the end of the discussions they
had clearly achieved a more open atti-
tude towards cach other. There was a
plea from business that the adverserial
relationship between business and the
unions should be played down so that
they may ammve at a point where every-
one saw themselves as stakeholders in
companies. JCI  chairman Murray
Hofmever maintained his posibon  that
business needs o take advantage ol any
”I‘I""""""“‘"‘ il may get o influence the
government, 1E was untenable for busi-
ness and labour to continue lambasting
one ancther with “recrimination upon
recrimination”, he said. The time had
come for serious dialogue between these
two parties in the economy. Un the side
of the unions there was an encouraging
recognition of the importance of the busi-
ness community in the generation of
wealth

In the closing session of the conlerence,
the vice-chancellor of the University of
Cape Town, Professor Stuart Seunders,

UDF national treasurer Azhar Cachalia
and Murray Hofmeyr.

highlighted a lesson that was implict
throughout the deliberations. He sad al-
though it was generally agreed that nego-
tiation had to come as quickly as pos-
sible, it was vital to remember that these
negotiations should be aimed at securing
the future, The debate on the economy
therefore had o be extended as o matter
of urgency o investment and participa-
tion in programmes o mmprove of educa-
twon, health amd hm.l.z-l.n!z;, the critical areas
il pisisd in the couniry.

Breviten Brevienbach, the world re-
minwmead South Afncan et who ““master
minded” the comference and the lavish
reception in Paris of his felloow South Ad-
ricans, remarkad that there was a need to
strengthen the dvnamic process between
our methods and what we are aiming for
“We should try to take as many people as
possible with us.”

Al the end of the Pans indaba, one was
left wondering how long ldasa could con-
tinue to play a role in initiating debates of
this nature bevond the borders of the
country, Clearly evervene at the confer-
ence was feeling the effects of this dimen-
sion of the South African schizophrenia,
Evervone wanted the ANC to come home
soon, not only to end the ]'.m‘r'-nlml suffer-
ing of the individuals concerned, but also
s that their remarkable vision of the hu-
ture can by shared among all South An-
CAs
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NEGOTIATION

World watch as NP,
ANC manoeuvre for
moral high ground

By Pierre de Vos
ALTHGUGH both the MNational

Party and the ANC have in principle en-
dorsed the concept of negotiation. it is
clear that the two groups hold profoundly
different views on what the result of these
negotiations should be.

Both groups would like to see their con-
stitutional framework adopted as a starting
point. At present, both parties are manoeu-
vring themselves into a position which
would enable them to gain the initiative for
the moral high ground without a commit-
ment at this stage to sit down at the negoti-
ating table.

The eventual outcome of this game may
hinge on the government’s willingness to
accept a negotiated settlement that would
culminate in the handing over of power
from the white minority to the majority of
the people in South Africa. This in turn
may depend on the whether the opposition
forces would be willing to sacrifice at least
some of their principles 1o entice the gov-
ernment into striking a bargain

Al present the possibility of such a his-
toric compromise seems most unlikly - not
the least because this would entail that the
present government would then become
the first power in the history of the world
to voluntarily negotiate themselves out of

WVET,

But in the rapidly changing world in
which we find ourselves almost anything
seems possible, Despite the very conserva-
tive record built up by State 'resident FW
Dy Klerk before his election as leader of the
NP, he started talking about the promotion
of a climate for negotiations shortly after
ousting I'W Botha.

But the fact that the once mighty and
rigid National Party has transformed itself
into a flexible and, some would Arguas,
much more dangerous opponent, docs not
mwan that the party is on the defensive and
on the brink of going into “surrender
talks"

According to Prof Hennie Koted, head of
the Department of Political Science at the
University of Stellenbosch, the state of the
economy had a lot to do with the way De
Klerk acted during his first two months in
power. The devastating effect of the eco-
nomic isolation of South Africa, the diffi-
culty in repaying foreign debt and the ab-
sence of a foreign banker for the develop-
ing country all contributed to make the
government realise that “things can’t go on
as they used ",

According to Kotzé, the Mimster of Fi-

nance, Mr Barend du Plessis, had no final
control over government spending before
De Klerk took over. “He could not bring
the reality of the economic situation home
to the Cabinet. But that is all changing
™

The government’s skilful handling of the
Commonwealth summit in Kuala Lumpur
and the successful re-negotiation of their
foreign debt demonstrated a new under-
standing of the political and economic re-
alities they find themselves in. “De Klerk
knew he had to deliver something to stave
of the sanctions threat in Kuala Lumpur,™
says Kotze,

The question remains, however, whether
De Klerk's tenure in office won't be a re-
peat performance of that of tormer Presi-
dent Botha. Will the new president turn
out to be a smiling version of the previous
NP leader?

James Selfe, Democratic Party member
of the President’s Counall and DI' research
officer, is one of many people involved in
“arliamentary politics who bebeve that De
Klerk is qualitatively different from s
predecessor. “It might even be that the
man had a ideological change of heart after
coming into office. He is definitely far
maore clever than PW. Intellectually he has
accepted that the presenl regime IS unac-
ceptable.”

Tactics

Whatever the political make-up of Presi-
dent De Klerk may be, his new tactics have
forced both the MDM internally and the
ANC externally to change their tactics. The
ANC and the MDM met in Lusaka in July
to thrash out a position on negotiations.

New Nation, a newspaper which sup-
ports the MDM, commented recently that
the Lusaka meeting came out of the realisa-
tion that “the impenalists and the regime”
hoped 10 win new space and regain the mi-
tiative by bwnching a negotiabion initiative
with which they plan to confuse, divide
and demobilise anti-apartheid foroes.

Titus Maifolo, a member of the UDF ex-
ccutive, explained that the MDM also
viewed negotiations as a weapon used by
both sides to advance their interests and
positions. “Thus it is important that we see
negotiations as part of struggle to be
waged simultaneously with other forms of
struggle, Some liberals argue that negotia-
tions will solve all our problems. But this s
based on the mistaken view that conflict
between the NP and the ANC is based on a
misunderstanding.

"The ANC and the government repre-
sent classes whose obpctive interests are in



conflict. The conflict between the
white ruling bloc and the op-
pressed cannot be resolved by
discussion, but only when the
system of white minority rule is
replaced by a national democratic
state.””

Mafolo said the challenge to the
MDM was not a simple one.

“We cannot just repect negotia-
tions. If people sense that we have
ignored the chance to end the
conflict in our country peacefully.
we will be solated,” he said

The document drawn up at the
Lusaka meeting argued that nego-
tiations could only follow once
discussion had taken place “be-
tween the liberation movement
and the South Afnican (govern-
ment) o achieve the suspension
of hostilities on both sides by
agreeing on a mutually binding
ceasefire”. This process, il was
agreed, could only take place if
certain pre-conditions were met
by the government. These in-
cluded:

- the unconditional release of all
political prisoners and detainees;

- the lifting of all bans and restric-
Hons on organisations and indi-
viduals;

- the removal of all troops from
the townships;

- the ending of the State of Emergency and
all legislation which curbs pohitical activity;
and

-the end to all political trials and execu-
tions.

Although both the MDM and the NP
agree that the climate for negotiations will
have to be created, the MDM sees these
conditions as necessary to create the space
within which to organise, to build and
strengthen their organisations.

“One cannot negotiate from a position of
weakness,” explains Barbara Frieman. a
member of the Executive of the Cape
Democrats and involved with the Five
Freedoms mmitiative

“The defiance campaign must also be
seen in this context. It is a conscous effort
by the MDM to show to the world that it is
a force to be reckoned with.” This helped
to get the ANC's framework for negoba-
tions accepbed, first by the Frontline states
and later by the Organisation for African
Unity (OAL).

While the ANC and the MDM were ac-

ing negotiations as part of the struggle,
|h., NP stated that the only pre-condibon
for negotiation should be that the people
sitting around the table with them “should
be committed to a peaceful process of po-
litical change”, according to the Deputy
Minister of Constitutional Development
and Planning, Mr Roelf Meyer. As is the
case with the ANC however, they envisage
the parties sitting around their table work-
ing with their agenda,

"The government is prepared to negoti-
ate a new constitution to include all South
Africans,” says Meyer. “We have not fi-
nally decided on the specific type of politi-
cal system that will be accepted. This will
be the result of negotiations and we would
not want to be prescriptive in this regard.

“"But we have committed ourselves to

President FW de Klerk . .

choices not even contemplated at
present

“"From the ANC's perspective
it would therefore be imperative
that the NI* makes some conces-
sions to the uI‘H..lnih..'lllnh by -
able the organsation not to go
into the process empty handed,”
says Koted “Buth parties could
actually gain something if the
government decided to make
some concessions that were
within its reach.”

According to Dr Pierre du Todt,
a lexcturer in Political Soence at
the University of Stellenbosch,
anv talk about negotiations must
be viewed as premature. In order
for real bargaming to take place
deals will have 1o be struck by
the parties involved; there wall
have o be mutual profit for the
parties involved and there will
have to be mutual acceptance of
the other parties involved

Al present no such common
ground exists between the agen-
das of the ANC and the NP to
make this bargaining possible
“The ANC doesn’t talk about

certain principles such as powersharing
and the protection of minority rights and
the provision of equal vote to all South Af-
ricans. We are in favour of a system that
will provide equal sharing of power be-
tween voluntarily formed groups. We are
not in favour of a system whereby all the
power would be vested in the hands of the
majority - or the minority - whereby domi-
nation could take place.”

Group rights

He acknowledged that the government
felt strongly about the protection of minor-
ity rights. “But we are prepared to put this
on the table and, for example, to negotiate
about the definition of a ‘group” as well as
what rights should be protected in which
way.

“We are not nigidly bound to certain
non-negotiable views regarding group
rights. In return, potential negotiating part-
ners should not have their own non-negoti-
ables; for example that they would only
'I"Eg{lﬁﬂtt‘ about the transter of power or
about the one-man, one-vole system in a
unitary state. Negotiation is, after all, a
process of give and take where positions
are mutualy shifted in order o come to an
agreement,” he said

The necessity of compromise during the
negotiation process is also accepted by
MDM leaders like Titus Mafolo who wams
that negotiations always involve compro-
mise. “lf an enemy was so weak that no
COMPromises were necessary, no negotia-
tions were necessary either,” he says,

The big question now hinges on the
rigidness with which the parties cling to
their “non-negotiables” which in return
depends on the relative weakness or
strength of the parties. At this stage it is
not clear what the government is prepared
to relingquish, but it may be forced to make

. A smiling version of PW Botha?

making compromises. Both the
ANC and the NI” are prepared to
negotiate from within their own
Iramework, The ANC from their
viewpoint as ennumerated by the
Freedom Charter and the NP from within
the framework of their five-year plan. Be-
cause the two agendas do not overlap there
are no common ground at present to make
negotiation a possibility.”

Du Toit says although talk of democracy
is being bandied about by all and sundry,
the content given o the term differs. “The
Charterist form ol democracy is based on
substantive ustice, implying equity and a
redistnbution of wealth, Liberal forces and
even the National Party are talking about
procedural democracy, implying a
comstitution based on the rule of law, ..1nd a
Bill of Rights with independent diciary.”

The implicit acceptance by both the NP
and the ANC ol the importance of the
world opimion in their manoeuvning for a
stronger positions if or when negoliations

start, points 1o the real way i whach the
negotiation process could move

“The Western powers could hold the
kev to a negotiated settlement in South Af-
nca,” says Dr Du Toat. “They are the ones
who bhave the grip on the holders of
power.

But why would the international com-
mumty want o do this?

“They want to make South Africa safe
tor venture capital and they would like to
se¢ a stable conservative black govern-
ment, They would hike (o see a conserva-
tive J'I.NL" government taking over with
some guarantees given to whites,” Du Toit
ATEUCS.

In a world dominated by the capitalist
economic system the seven Western pow-
ers could almost, if they wanted to, dictate
government actions. “For a historic com-
promise to be reached these powers will
have to operate behind the scenes in a very
direct way proposing their own framework
within which negotiations will then have
to take place.”



Involving whites
INn the demolition

of aparthel

By Tony Karon

In recent years the MDM's approach to working
among whites has moved from a narrow focus
on the small group of whites prepared to align
themselves directly with the MDM, to seeking
to influence mainstream white politics.

ANC PRISONER Ahmed

Kathrada's first public address in more
than 25 years was a passionate and deeply
moving account of his movement's commit-
ment o a non-racial tuture. “We have to
persuade our white compatriots that the
greatest dangers facing them, their children
and their future, are not the black people,
are not the ANC or the South African Com-
munist Party, not Archbishop Tutu or Dr
Allan Boesak,” said Kathrada. ""Their
greatest enemy is apartheid, the National
Party, the Conservative Party and all those
who still propagate under different names
the policy of white separateness and white
supremacy.”

Kathrada's speech also captured a key
strategic dilemma faced by the MM in its
attempts to reach whites: “After we ex-
clude the active but relatively small white
groupings such as Jodac, the Cape Demo-
crats, Nusas, the End Conscription Cam-
paign and the Black Sash, not a single one
of the white political parties comes any-
where near to accepting the type of society
that we envisage in a free and non-racial
democratic South Africa,”

The MDM's ideological lodestar is the
Freedom Charter, which proclaims that
“South Africa belomgs to all who live in it,
black and white”. Non-racialism has there-
fore long been a non-negotiable principle
tor its adherents. Uhver the decades, hun-
dreds of whites have joined the active
ranks of the MDM and its predecessors.
Names like Bram Fischer, Helen Joseph,
Ruth First and Joe Slovo [igl.,uru. promi-
nently in the iconography of the liberation
struggle. Indeed, the UDF had to sacrifice
the potential support of Black Conscious-
ness organisations for ils insistence on in-
cluding organisalions based in the white
community. Familiar anti-apartheid veler-
ans like Helen Joseph and Bevers Naude
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were prominent on UDF platforms, al meet-
ings held in both black and white areas. The
“white democrats” who flled these struc-
tures were those who were prepared to ac-
cept the programme and discipline of the
MDM. Besides structuring the participation
of whites in broader MDM campaigns,
“white democrat” structures of the MDM
were traditionally charged with the respon-
sibility of projecting the movement’s objec-
Hves in their own community, in order to
bolster support.

While always a part of its programme,
work among whites has never been the pri-
ority of the MDM. The MDM sees the po-
litical and economic power of collective ac-
Licsn h!.-' the tfl'!:‘lh'rt‘ll}" as the motive force of
change in South Africa. Its priority has
therefore always been organising that
power in the townships.

In recent years the MDM's approach to
working among whites has moved from a
narrow tocus on the small group of whites
prepared to align themselves directly with
the MDM, to seeking to influence main-
stream white politics. UDF-affiliated or-
ganisations of white democrats are a small
presence in the while communily - nation-
ally their combined membership is under
2 (W0, mostly ex-students, professionals
and intellectuals.

The white UDF affiliates are more of a
work-team for the MDM, than representa-
tives of a substantial white constituency.
Monetheless, their energy facilitates an im-
pact disproportionate to their numbers.
Their rallies, pickets, pamphleteering drives,
house meetings and cultural events created
a presence for the MDM within the broader
community of anti-apartheid whites.

Of course the UDF affiliates are not the
only game in town. The Black Sash and the
End Conscription Campaign have reached
wider conshituencies, at the same bme as

A i:.:_'mtmgent f'rr:-rn the Afrikaanse Demokrat

winning the respect of the MDM for their
contributions. Until fairly recently, how-
ever, most white opponents of apartheid
maintained a narrow parliamentary view
of opposition. With a few notable excep-
tions, the “official opposition” remained
disdaimbul of the MDM until 1986, The LIDF,
on the other hand, called on whites to
abandon parliament and join the extra-par-
liamentary movement.

The Front viewed parliament as an “in-
stitution of minority rule”. Its opposition
to co-option through the tricameral parlia-
ment made the idea of parliamentary par-
ticipation anathema to the UDF. Hence, be-
tween the parliamentary perceptions of
most anti-apartheid whites, and the
MDM's demand that whites quit parlia-
ment, there was very little meeting point
during the early 19805,

THE burgeoning strength of the MDM,
and the consequent crisis in white politics,
changed the situation. The nation-wide
township revolt of 1985-6 marked a crisis-
point tor white politics. The government's
reform programme lay in tatters, and the
townships were aflame. White politics
floundered in turmoil. PFP and business
delegates took the (then) unprecedented
step of meeting with the ANC. Opposition
leaders Van Zyl Slabbert and Alex Boraine
resigned from parliament to pursue extra-
parhamentary alternatives. By 1986, large
sections of the white political establish-
ment had realised that the major political
contest in South Africa would not be
fought in parliament, but between the NI
and its extra-parliamentary opponents. The
Rubicon speech of 1985 made it clear that
Botha offered no political solution.

While the MDM's politics was not exactly
palatable in establishment opposition
circles, they began to view it as an alterna-
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cer City meeting in Oclober.

tive with which they could engage, Thus the beginning of a series of
indabas both inside and outside the country, at which the leader-
ship of the ANC, LUDF and Cosatu met with Afrikaner intellectuals,
captains of industry, opposition MPs and a range ot others, For
both sides the experience was novel and challenging. The State of
Emergency, and the detention of tens of thousands of activists,
made it clear to the MDM that the government was not aboul to
collapse. While its emphasis remained organising its mass follow-
ing as the major force for change, the MDM noted the shifts in
white politics

UDF and Cosatu documenis began to stress the need 1o isolate
the government from all potential allies in the white community.
Thus, from a position which simply urged whites to leave parlia-
ment and join the MDM, the emphasis now became maximising
opposition to apartheid on all fronts. “The white unmmumiu
does not have a history of extra-parliamentary opposition,” UDF
acting publicity secretary Murphy Morobe told an interviewer
early in 1986. “The whole tradition of bovcott puhiwn has not
been prevalent, so a different approach is needed.”

A new dynamic in white opposition was heralded by the Dakar
meeting between the ANC leadership and a delegation of promi-
nent white establishment figures in 1987, The desertion of Afrikaans
intellectuals from the National Party grew in size and scope. Ele-
ments inside parliament, like Wynand Malan and rebel-Prog Jan
Van Eck. began to test a bridging role between the MDM and whate
establishment politics.

A Five Freedoms Forum conference in September 1987 turned
into the first major indaba on strategies between parliamentary
and extra-parliamentary opposition. At that gathering, the MDM
revealed its concern to reach whites beyond the small group al-
ready within its ranks. “| believe there are thousands, perhaps
hundreds of thousands, of white people in South Africa who de-
sire an end to apartheid and want to see genuine negotiation, but
we only see a tiny proportion of them getting involved in anti-
apartheid organisations,” Rapu Molekane, secretary general of
UDF's most militant affiliate, the South African Youth Congress,
told the FFF conference. “We need to do far more to ensure that
these people find a place for themselves to work effectively for
change. They may not support all the aims of the democratic
movement but may nevertheless have an enormous amount o
contribute in building a new South Africa.”

UDF treasurer Azar Cachalia was even more direct: “'Let us be
self-critical and admit that our work in the white community has

To Page 12

Finding the
formula .. ..
for a change

By Paul Graham

THE State President’s actions and rhetoric have unleashed a
dyvnamic of change which must be managed and encouraged, ac-
cording to participants in a recent ldasa workshop on change in
the white commumity.

Referring to the “slippery slope”™ in which change s gathering
momentum of which few people are able to determine the out-
come, the workshop sat down to devise strategies for change
which would take account of the fluid and open moment in the
country’s history.

Participants at the workshop came from organisations and insti-
tutions working as change agents in the white community. The 36
people did not represent particular organisations but were drawn
from human resource consultancies, church organisations and po-
litical organisations based in Natal, the Transvaal and the Eastern
Cape.

Al the workshop time was given to each person to describe strate-
gies they had used and to identify their strengths and weaknesses,
Amongst the many described, two strategies provoked a great deal
ol interest.,

Tots Against Apartheid (TAA) is a campaign to encourage par-
ents not to register their children at birth. Registration is linked di-
rectly to one of the pillars of .1p.1rl|ul1|.| the Population Registration
Act which categorises people by race. TAA provides parents with a
rationale for their action and a support base from which they can
express their disagreement with racial divisions,

The second strategy, whereby it is attempted to involve people
in working for a non-racial democracy, involves the Black Sash of
Port Elizabeth who keeps lists of all people who write letters to the
newspaper expressing their disapproval of aspects of apartheid.
The Black Sash then invite these people to an introductory meet-
ing. The strategy includes providing transport as they have discov-
ered how many women are isolated and unable to travel

Many other ideas were shared and discussed and this activity in
itself provided a major atfirmation that change agents are working
successfully in the white community. There was also a realisation
that the most successful long term strategies for bringing about
change often took a great deal of time and resources and seemed o
be irrelevant to the mapor ssues of the dav

The difficnlties of doing this became apparent as people work-
ing with the business constituency came o terms with the reality
that they were often in competition with one another out in the
market i

The workshop process enabled people to overcome thes diffi-
culty and produced a number of creative responses to the present
context. In doing this they were guided by a working model of
change that had been generated early in the conference by the
novel method of reflecting on the personal expenences of the
people present.

Agreeing with Roger Roman, a business consultant and part of
the Five Freedoms Forum business group, that “we cannot change
people, people change” the group attempted to define the environ-
ment within which people found it most easy to change.

This should include first hand exposure to other realities, a com-
munity of support and challenge in which the changes happening
can be interpreted and re-inforced, and redefining individual self-
interest as linked to the interests of other people. In this process
vialues played a crucial role in either retarding change or encouraging
it and a great deal of attention needed to be given to the ways in
which people consider and reflect on their or alternate value sys-
tems.

The programme used this working model together with an analy-
sis of the key forces encouraging and discouraging change in the

To Page 12
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From Page 12

Finding a formula . . .

white community to develop potential new
strategics.

Richard Steele, International Fellowship
of Reconciliation worker, described these
as “Yes, and . .~ strategies which would
encourage people to continue taking the
initiatives they believe to be significant and
would then stretch them to go further.

In a summary statement on the forces for
change, the workshop identified that the
de-racialisation of society is happening,
that the African National Congress is
achieving general prominence, and that the
nature of a post-apartheid society is now
on everyone's agenda. In the area of nego-
tations the questions are about control of
the process and who is taking the initiative
rather than about whether negotiations are
possible.

All these factors make it difficult to work
with the old divides and rhetoric. As one
person put it, “we must talk with the
people in the National Party and not treat
them as the enemy.”

It could be dangerous to criticise the
present changes being promoted by the
South Alrican government because it could
marginalise people opposed to apartheid
in the white community. This was men-
tioned as an important reason for adopting
a positive approach.

Paul Graham is Natal Regional Director
of ldasa.

Involving whites . . .
From Page 12

been narrow in that we have not
been able to reach out to significant sec-
tions of the white community. If we are not
going to be able to turn enough whites
against apartheid, the struggle is going to
be much longer and much more painful. 5o
in making a call to whites, the UDF is not
narrowly asking them to join the UDF af-
filiates, or support the UDF. It is a call for
whites to break decisively from
and to act against it” Hence the MDM's
recognition of a white “middle ground’
who were not prepared to align directly
with the MDM, but were prepared to op-
pose apartheid.

WH"_E parliamentary participation
by white opposition parties could not be
endorsed by the MDM, it could no longer
be a stumbling block in the search for joint
action against apartheid. In different parts
of the country, alliances spanning tradi-
tional divides emerged over issues like the
Group Areas Act and human rights abuses.
A UDF official explained: “Alliances do
not eliminate the differences between par-
cinants.”
tary groups differ significantly over the fu-
ture socio-economic system, and strategies
like sanctions, armed struggle and partici-
pation in government-created structures.
Elections obviously remain a point of
difficulty. The MDM has toned down calls
for whites to leave parliament, and has not
campaigned for boycotts of white elections.
They insist, however, that their respect for
the strategies pursued by the anti-apart-
heid white political parties demands an
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Activists work out solutions

By Sue Brittion

THE struggle on the way towards a
democratic society in South Africa is long
and costly. The road is hard to find and
there are no clear answers to the questions
about which way is best. Most maps seem
to confuse the route rather than make it
more clear.

The Idasa workshop on “Strategies for
Change” held in the Transvaal in Novem-
ber helped participants to understand this
at a d level. Instead of listening to
pects of the topic, and then discussing all
these opinions, comparing them and draw-
ing some conclusions, who came to
the workshop were challenged to work out

All the delegates were people who have
been working for change in the white com-
munity for many years. Between them they
had amassed a vast amount of experience.
The workshop was designed to huIH these
people share that experience and reflect on
it in such a way that new strategies could
emerge from the learnings.

But it didn't happen quite as easily as
that Halfway through the second day of

vated and articulate activists had gener-
ated. Because everyone was also skilled in
planning w there were also inevi-
tably numerous opinions as to how to
work with all this information. It was a
struggle indeed, and some felt it was not
worth it.

But for those who recognised the need
for and value of allowing a creative process
to take its course, the seeming intractability
of that “stuck” time was a challenge to per-
severe and not to give up the process. Par-
ticipants continued to struggle with how to
handle the information so that it would
yield results.

And yield results it did - and they were
gokd. As participants gathered on the grass
in the sunshine on the Sunday moming, it
was clear that a shift had taken place, that
the creative had given birth to a
fresh understanding of at the
ent time in South Africa. People articulated
a variety of strategies. What was amaz-
ingly common about all of them, was the

itive tone and basic trust in the people
of South Africa to take control of their own
lives and to create a new society of justice
and peace.

the workshop people were struggling with

the sheer amount and ity of the im- Ms Brittion is social action organiser for

formation that a group of 35 highly moti- Diakonia in Durban.
— e —————

equivalent respect for the major strategy
pursued in black communities: non-partici-
pation. Moves by white political parties to
put up candidates in coloured and Indian
elections therefore put those parties on a
collision course with the MDM. The Demo-
cratic Party’s fielding of Indian candidates
in the recent general election generated
wides hostility within the MDM.

Nonetheless, the MDM remains commit-
ted to maximising active opposition to the
NP. Through its defiance campaign, the
MDM reasserted the centrality of the extra-
parliamentary dynamic in dictating the
pace of change. “The defiance campaign
has created further cracks withing the rul-
ing bloc,” an MDM spokesperson recently
observed. ““White mayors and councillors
have joined the marches against apartheid.
This is a victory for the struggling people
of South Africa.”

The defiance campaign underlined the
challenge of organising the thousands of
whites who joined its marches and beach
picnics. The MDM will obviously seek to
draw as many as possible directly into its
structures, through its white affiliates.
Some jal recruits baulk at the idea of
participating through a predominantly
white affiliate. At present, however, the
MDM’s very strength is premised upon
building its residentially-based structures.
In practise, this means that the Group Ar-
eas Act determines the composition of its
primary structures (although these are
drawn together in non-racial co-ordinating
structures and campaign work).

The breakdown of residential segrega-
tion in some city centres presents prospects
for a new type of organisation, but at pres-
ent the dilemma over non-racial structures

continues. The number of whites who will
directly join the MDM is still a minority,
even among anti-apartheid whites. The
MDM is therefore faced with the challenge
of relating to those outside of its own
ranks. Here the object is to seek a consis-
tent programme of joint action on immedi-
ate issues, such as segregation of residen-
tial areas and schools.
White workers

Although not a priority, Cosatu is also
committed to joint action with white work-
ers over economic grievances, which they
hope will ultimately draw those workers
into non-racial trade unionism. There have
been limited but significant successes on
this front. The deteriorating economic posi-
tion of white workers increases the poten-
tial for such action. The Conference for a
Democratic Future scheduled for early De-
cember reflects the MDM's concern to
unite the widest possible anti-apartheid
front. Here again, the question of drawing
in a wider range of whites is a concern.
“The CDF should not be indecisive about
making further progress in this regard. We
should seek ways of engaging in action all
forces who are breaking away from the rul-

t can be that the programme of
action adopted by the CDF will give atten-
tion to the objective of drawing large num-
bers of whites into mass activity, Whether
it be directly within its structures, or
through alliances, the MDM is taking more
seriously than ever the chal of involv-
ing the maximum number of whites in the
demolition of apartheid.

Tony Karon is the editor of New Era
magazine.



The rocky road to democracy

While most people in South Africa — includ-
ing the government and its main oppo-
nents — claim to believe in democracy, we
seldom analyse the stumbling blocks on
the road to building a truly democratic
future.

THE focus of a recent ldasa conference in Port Elizabeth was
not on the method of reaching democracy - the subject of so
much current discussion around negotiations, preconditions and
creating climates - but on the ob-
stacles which both the govern-
ment and its opposition place in
the way of reaching this g{.ml

A top line-up of speakers pro-
vided a highly stimulating eve-
ning to the more than 80 partici-
pants from all walks of life.

Tiaan van der Merwe, chair-
man of the Democratic Party,
kicked off by giving a succinct
overview of the obstacles placed
by the government in the way of
democracy. While much of what
he presented was commonly = .
knufn«'n, it was important to re- Andre du Toit
state the obvious facts lo which people have become anaesthet-
ised through many years of abnormality: that all citizens do not
have the vote, and that the government does not seem any nearer
to accepting the principﬂl of universal, non-racial franchise; that
apartheid has created a heritage of fear, suspicion and social seg-
regation to the extent that it takes an abnormal effort for an ordi-
nary white person to relate normally to a black person. How can
a democracy function until it has overcome this legacy?

Andrew Boraine of Planact then gave an enlightening paper on
the obstacles placed by the Mass Democratic Movement in the
way of building democracy. Speaking from an MDM perspective,
he highlighted the need for a self-critical approach to politics. In
a situation of extraordinary repression, he warned of over-centra-
lisation in organisations, of unmandated leadership, of “hero-
worship” of leaders and the unacceptability of criticising leaders,
especially those in exile; of the need for unity leading sometimes
to a stifling of debate; and of the lack of resources and skills — es-
pecially those needed 't'ry the masses, such as literacy, to enable
them to play a full role in the democratic process.

Sefako Nyaka, a journalist from the Sunday Star, spoke on how
access — or more pertinently, non-access — to information restricts a

society's ability to become democratic; where certain sections of
the population are presented with one set of facts (which are
more often than not distorted by editorial opinion), while an-
other section of the population is ted a different interpretation, it
1s extremely difficult for individuals to make informed choices
about their society. The role of the press, he stressed, is to make
adequate information available to the public so that they can
make their own, informed decisions. However, in a situation
where the media is biased in favour of certain values, organisa-
tions or racial groups, it may be necessary to have “alternative”
papers which provide news which is, admittedly, biased towards
the “other side”.

Protessor André du Toit, of the University of Cape Town, then
gave what was felt by all to be the most challenging address of
the evening. Focussing on the
topic, “Positive Indicators To-
wards Democracy”, he drew on
the experience of certain Latin
American and Southern Euro-
pean countries. Using diagrams,
he illustrated how in these
countries a number of similari-
ties characterised the process of
change from authoritarian re-
gimes to democratic govern-
ments.,

Usually, those in power were
t'll'l.’ll.{l."l.l between the “hard-lin-
ers” and the “‘soft-liners”; the
soft-liners initiated a process of
liberalisation — allowing more open political opposition. This in
turn led to the “resurrection of civil society”, when the majority
of the population became actively involved in working for
change, through a range of institutions — civic organisations, the
church, education bodies, etc.

The moment of popular upsurge which led on from this was a
crucial point, at which three basic options existed: the “hard-lin-
ers’” take the society back to authoritarianism, perhaps through a
coup; there 15 a revolution (which is unlikely to result in a de-
mocracy) or there is a negotiated solution which begins with the
formation of “pacts” by different sides in the conflict. In this situ-
ation, the government may have to democratise more than it had
planned.

Aflter tea, the delegates convened for a panel-discussion, and a
lively debate ensued. Some questions focused on the role of the
press, but most were directed towards Du Toit, trying to assess
the relevance of his model to what is happening in South Africa
The outcome? That we are probably at that crucial stage in our
country’s history when we could, if we play our cards correctly
and use opportunities wisely, be on the road to a democratic
state.

Tiaan van der Merwe

RESPONSIBLE DEMOCRACY

A Conference on Ethics and
Accountability in Public Life
Hosted by Idasa

JANUARY 18 - 20: CAPE TOWN
Robert Leslie Building,
Middle Campus, University of Cape Town

For attendance:
Contact Christine Maritz at
021-6140511 (Fax 021-615329)
or write to her at
Private Bag X08, Clareinch, 7740.
Limited seating available.
Book early to avoid disappointment.
Conference fee R60.

TOP SPEAKERS AND PANELISTS

Shirley Williams, Richard Neustadt,
Murphy Morobe, Zwelakhe Sisulu,
Paul Davis, John Dugard, Trevor Manuel,
Stephen Mulholland, Phillip van Niekerk,
Glen Moss, Ken Owen and many others.

FOCUS ON ACCOUNTABILITY

Building a culture of democratic accountability is an
urgent need in contemporary South Africa, both at the
level of national politics and in the diverse fields of
business, labour, the professions and the press.
At this conference leading figures will diagnose the
critical problems of democratic accountability in their
respective fields and attempt to find constructive ways of
building a culture of democratic accountability together.



“| WOULD never dare say

that we will never tn]L to the
Soweto People’s Delegation
(5PD). Personally | am prepared
to talk,” Mrs Marietta Marx,
Mational Party member of the
Johannesburg management
committee in the city council
said at the end of an ldasa fo-
rum entitled: “Johannesburg
and Soweto: Can there be a
common future?”

The forum took place at the
end of November.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing she told the 70 people in the
audience that she had made
some  arrangements with
friends to take her home when
the forum had “killed” her or
“leveled her to the floor”.

Marx's fears were un-
founded, as she herself admit-
ted at the end. The participants,
who ranged from Sowelo civic
association members to officials
from the Rand Water Board,
Eskom and the Transvaal Pro-
vincial Administration, found
more common ground than
they had expected.

The problem the panelists
had to provide possible solu-
tions to was best spelt out by
Mr [an Davidson, leader of the
Demaocratic Party in the Johan-
nesburg city council,

“There is a breakdown in city
government in Soweto,” he
said, describing the lack and
disintegration of services such
as roads, electricity and water
supply, storm water drainage
and refuse removal. About 80%
of Soweto residents are shll not
paving their rent and service
charges.

“"Soweto 1s bankrupt. Even if
the rent boycott was ended and
services were collected, Soweto
would still not be financially
viable.”

The question, said Dr Simon
Brand, chief executive officer of
the Development Bank of South
Africa, is not whether or not
there can be a common future
for Johannesburg and Soweto,
“There is a common future, the
question is what form that com-
mon future will take,”

Marx acknowledged the eco-
nomic problems of Soweto and
argued for economic develop-
ment and the Regional Services
Councils (RSCs) as solutions.
Since she saw no difference be-
tween the relationship between
Johannesburg and Soweto and
Johannesburg and Roodepoort,
for example, she did not see a
special relationship between the
bwor cities.

Brand recognised the futility
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of regarding Soweto as a com-
pletely autonomous city and
acknowledged that Soweto
could not pull itself up by its
own boot straps. Brand argued
that the creation of a single city
was not an option because of
macro political reasons, and
thus proposed a model of eco-
nomic development with budg-
etary assistance from central au-
thorities such as the Transvaal
Provincial Administration and
revenue sharing from the R5Cs.

The SPDs starting point was
that Johannesburg and Soweto
fnrm two parts of a “colonial
city’" and argued that Sowelo
was nol a separate city but a

. Ellen Kuzwayo, Geoff Etudlandar
{chairperson), Sir‘nun Erand. Manetta Marx and lan Davidson.

dormitory township to serve
the needs of white [ohan-
nesburg.

Because apartheid has cre-
ated two so called “cities” oul
of what is in reality one city,
inequalities and distortions oc-
curred, argued Mrs Ellen
Kuzwayo, member of the SPD.
She cited the fact that whereas
Sowetans earn K2 billion a year
working in Johannesburg and
spend about R billion in
Johannesburg, they receive
nothing in return for this contri-
bution.

“The SPD would like to ne-
gotiate an urban development
plan with the principal actors to

New bid to end Natal violence

TWENTY-TWO people

died recently in one weekend of
bitter fighting between resi-
dents and supporters of differ-
ent factions in the Matal town-
ship of Mpumalanga near
Pietermaritzburg,.

This was only one of many
incidents in a township that has
had to cope with violence for a
number of years.

The mayor of Mpumalanga,
Mr Roger Sishi, called on
people from outside the town-
ship to visit in order to find out
for themselves what was hap-
pening.

As a result of this a team fa-
cilitated by Idasa and others
visited the township and spoke
with the leadership of Inkatha
and the UDF-aligned crisis
committee about the conflict
which had led to the township
being divided into organisa-
tional units and strongholds.

The delegation also at-

lice and after the visit itself was
able to do s0, so that all sides
involved in the violence could
offer their perspectives on its
causes, its results and ways in
which the conflict could be re-
solved.

As a result of the meeting a
statement was issued by mem-
bers of the group in which they
explained that both sides were
committed to finding a solution
and that they should be encour-
aged in this. In addition they
called for impartial professional
and local policing to bring the
violence itself under control
and to allow the residents the
normal protection and service
that could be expected from a
police force.

The group included local and
Durban-based business-, legal-,
press- and church leaders. A
number of initiatives have been
launched in the area to bring
about a sustained peace into
which the experience of the visit

tumEtEd ks SE-ak with the Eu— has been fed.

| dismantle the colonial city, said
Kuzwayo. Already they have
begun to meet with the
Transvaal Provincial Admini-
stration and Eskom to establish
a new electricity supply system,
the Rand Water Board, Soweto
city council and some business
people. They expressed regret
about the fact that the Johan-
neshurg city council and the
RSC refuse to meet with them,

Kuzwayo spelt out the key is-
sues that will need to be ad-
dressed by an wurban develop-
ment plan, They include:

- Ways of creating a common
tax base;

- Appropriate forms of post
apartheid metropolitan govern-
menk;

- How houses can be trans-
ferred to the poorest sections of
the community without leaving
them to the mercy of the mar-
ket;

- How to upgrade services and
establish new service supply
systems that can be controlled
by the community rather than
technocrats;

- How to dismantle the multiple
administrative structures that
have been created by apartheid.

While the 5PD welcomed a
report issued by Dr Brand the
previous week, they argued
that it does not go far enough,
“Until these issues are pul on
the negotiating table by all par-
ties concerned no progress will
be made towards the creation of
a wunited, prosperous and just
city,” said Kuzwavo.

Davidson agreed with the
SPPIYs position that Johan-
nesburg and Soweto were a
single city, “Instead of unifving
the cities, another administra-
tive superstructure has been
placed on top of it on ethnic
grounds,” said Davidson argu-
ing against the RSCs as a long
term solution to the problems
facing Soweto. The RSCs, how-
ever, could play a role in the
short term, he said.

“It is a question of short and
long term goals and strategies,”
said chairperson Geoff Budlen-
der in conclusion. “The people
here are concerned to find short
and medium term solutions.
However we need to make sure
that short and medium term so-
lutions are consistent with our
long term goals.”" He warned
against devising technical solu-
tions which would go against
long term goals.

Lisa Seftel
Transvaal Regional Co-ordi-
nator



“The problems with school is we don't
often get to think things out for our-
selves. What the conference did was
there in the title — we were thinking for a

change!” — Nadia Basset, acting president of Pupa
(Pupils Unite for Peace and Awareness), an organisation

with branches at 20 schools in Cape Town.

BIY tour on Friday afternoon on Uctober
27, the 20 pupils who had spent a gruelling
few weeks organising, were ready. The hall
was decorated. The registration tables were
prepared. The speakers, musicians, danc-
ers and poets lmd all been invited and con-
firmed. [t only remained to be seen if the
]_'I'LIIP'“H wionld -t1_1rE1 .

By 5pm the hall was filled with about
150 pupils from over 60 Western Cape
schools. They gathered in communal
sroups and uiﬂn d tentatively across al
each other. Half an hour later, the black
pupils were doing the tovi-toyi and many
white [1-|.|]1|]H W H1=||‘1|||:.1, o feel uncom-
tortable.

AL first it was quite hard,” said Nadia
Bassel., "We all come from such different
backgrounds and we have such ditferent
life experiences. OUn that first night the or-
i.__rl.rnm rs were 'm:-rr'-.:m_h that the whole
thing would be a disaster.’

Late into the night on Friday, after a pro-
vocalive play by the Inter Church Youth
and music from a marimba band, the pu-
pils started to talk about their differences.

At first it was tentabive, but later the de-
bate became vigorous. Many white pupils
expressed concerns about sanctions, vio-
lence and communism. The black pupils
were, more than anything, concerned
about being able to answer the questions

This set the tone for the conference. The
next day, Dr Eve Bertelsen of the UCT Eng-
lish Department gave an audio-visual pres-
entation on “How we come to believe the
things we do.” Looking at advertising and

. AR
W Cape pupils break

By Nic Borain

the myriad subtle messages built into
pictures, “"How do photographers and di-
rectors try and make their message au-
thoritative? By dressing up the man giving
the message in a conservative tweed suit,
giving him a pair of professorial glasses
and putting him in front of a bookcase. We
are meant to think he has read all of those
books and theretore must be very clever;

‘We weren’t worried
about whether we were
black or white or what
our backgrounds were.
We just wanted to have

a rave together.’

and theretore we should listen to what he
has to say!”

This session challenged the fundamen-
tals of ideas and beliets and laid the
groundwork for people to look with new
eves al other issues.

During the course of the weekend the
pupils heard several other speakers and
participated in workshops on Mamibia,
politics in South Africa today, the world in
transition, culture and education.

“l think the highlight of the whole con-
ference was the cultural workshop on the
saturday and then the party with Sabenza
that evening,” said Nadia. “"We learned so
much about each other in a fun environ-
ment. We learned gum-boot dancing, the-

down barriers

TV news tootage, Dr Bertelsen identified

atre, poetry, silk-screening, clay moulding,
songs (especially Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika)
and it was just relaxed and | think it did
more than anything in breaking down the
barriers between us.”

Saturday night was taken up by a party.
Like most teenagers, the conference partici-
pants just wanted to dance and hsten to
music. "“When we were there we weren't
wortied about whether we were black or
white or what our backgrounds were. We
ust wanted to have fun and a rave to
gether,” said Wendy Smuts, one of the par-
ticipants,

Sunday aflernoon was given over to the
serious business of working oul a pro-
gramme of achion for the white schools in
Cape Town. The participants decided that
the overwhelming priority was to establish
solid functioning branches of Pupa in as
Many sc hools as |H1-ﬂ-!11]4_

“We have to become a well-established
organisation, working efficiently side by
side with others who have similar prin-
ciples. At the moment we are trying to get
representatives in each school who will be
responsible for setting up a commillee
We are living at a ime when our country is
going through so many rapid changes and
developments that it is really important
that young people get involved in thinking
about the tuture . . . atter all, the future is
ours and we have a duty to make sure that
it is the best possible future for us all.”

Any pupils from Cape Town who want
to help with the establishment of a branch
of Pupa in their school can contact Nadia
Basset at telephone 686-3300

Nic Borain is Regional Director of ldasa,
Western Cape.
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The free, fair and festive

The bright blue, red and

green placard on the front door of
a small match-box house in Katu-
tura township outside Windhoek
proclaimed the political alle-
giances of its inhabitants: “Swapo
15 the people — the people are
Swapo.'

The owner of the small house is
a young woman who worked as
an attorney in London before
being imprisoned in one of the ill-
famed Swapo “hell camps”. To-
day she is a more passionate sup-
porter of Swapo than ever before.
“"Swapo made mistakes,”” she
says, “'but that was during the
wWar, Swapn remains the only liberation
movement in the country.”

Accompanied by Danie Botha, one of the
42 Swapo members elected to the constitu-
tional assembly, we met some of the attor-
ney’s friends, among them a survivor of the
Cassinga massacre and a woman who for
three years was a Plan fighter in the north.
We encountered a surprising lack of bitter-
ness from these Namiblans who, after 20
years of war, said they now long only for
peace and freedom,

During election week, one was struck by
contrasts in Namibia and constantly re-
minded of the dehumanisation brought
about by the bush war - and more specifi-
cally civil war. We heard of the countless
atrocities perpetrated by the colonial re-
gime and its representatives that drape a
bloody cloud over Namibia's history of lib-
eration. Bul it is also well known that the
oppressors were not the only guilty party.
Swapo too detained infiltrators and spies
and as some of these people were appar-
ently imprisoned innocently It served as a

Contrast

and irony

By lan Liebenberg and Daniél Malan

tion was possible. To us that
pointed to an important and hope-
ful possibility - that one should
work for this in South Africa as
well. But we were also plagued by
the counter-side of this coin:
Would South Africa alse have to
go further down the road of mili-
tary action and a destructive civil
war before we could have our ver-
sion of non-racial, free and fair
elections?

The irony of this was not lost on
South African observers as it is
generally accepted that the current
process in Namibia is, in many

werful reminder that in a civil war no-
body’s hands are clean. Dehumanisation -
as a result of war - is an ever-present threat.

At school we were taught that all mem-
bers of Swapo were “terrorists” and that
we should go and fight them on the bor-
der. But at polling booths in Windhoek we
saw white and black people - DTA and
Swapo supporters — standing in the same
queues, patiently waiting to vote tor the
party of their choice. In the streets of Katu-
tura we were greeted with thousands and
thousands of colourful Swapo flags coun-
tered by thousands of DTA placards in-
stantly recognisable because of their famil-
iar victory salute. In the streets Swapo sup-
porters rubbed shoulders with their DTA
opponents.

One couldn’t help but wonder why the
war had to drag on for 20 yvears before the
inhabitants of this former colony could ex-
ercise one of the most fundamental human
rights — the right to vote,

Mamibians showed the world that a
multi-party non-racial, free and fair elec-

ways, a prelude to what is inevita-
bly going to happen in South Africa. The
extent to which extra-parliamentary forces
inside South Africa are forcing the govern-
ment to shift its position (as seen with the
release of ANC leaders) reflects the way in
which South Africa was compelled to al-
low the freeing of the political process in
Mamibia. Given the outcome of the election
in Mamibia, it becomes clear that the extra-
parliamentary forces are going to play a
key role in the democratisation of our
country.

The final election results could, of
course, be interpreted differently by differ-
ent people. The fact that more than 97 per-
cent of the registered voters eventually
participated in the elections, had some
journalists concluding that democracy was
the real winner. Watching the professional
and mostly very efficient United Nabions
personnel bustling around Windhoek in
their white lorries and Golfs, one couldn’t
help but admire the way in which they
handled the sometimes explosive situation.

For whites in South Africa there must lie

Unease after the cele

By Gary Cullen

THEHE was an atmosphere of celebration in Namibia. Sup-
porters of rival parties went about their daily business in political
T-shirts and flew party flags from almost every township house.
Yet behind the festival appearance of the elections, Namibians
were worried.

This was the view of Ms Jenny Irish, a member of the Durban
Youth Congress who was part of a fact-finding mission to Na-
mibia prior to the elections. On their return some members of the
delegation, consisting of tatives from white Mass Demo-
cratic Movement affiliates countrywide, addressed a report-back
meeting arranged by Idasa in Durban. The group visited the
south of the country and Windhoek and travelled extensively in
the north, speaking to people from the churches, Untag, Swapo
and the DTA.

Fellow delegate from the Durban Democratic Association Ms
Jackie Leach, spoke of the contrast in atmosphere between the
south which is relaxed and the north which is seized by the ten-
sion of a bitter and recently suspended war. In this region it
seemed obvious that Swapo had won the political battle through
the course of the war. By contrast the south, which witnessed one
of history's most vicious pacification campaigns around the turn
of the century in which some 70 percent of the Mama and Herero
people were annihilated, is stronger DTA territory.
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The overall impression of the delegation was a feeling of un-
case about whether the process between the elections and the
eventual independence would be successful.

The Constituent Assembly is set the task of agreeing on a
constitution by 1 April 1990. Resolution 435 makes provision to
extend the transitional period beyond that date. However, there
is widespread concern that the United Mations may pull out uni-
laterally on 1 April. The massive cost of the Untag operation, esti-
mated at some R5-million a day, places tremendous pressure on
Mr Ahtisaari to get out at the first deadline, come what may.

There is also dissatisfaction about the limited role of Untag in
that it is purely a monitoring force and not there to keep the
peace. Swapo members in particular feel vulnerable.

They are concerned about three possible sources of destabili-
sing violence. Least mentioned was militant ultra-right whites
who have stated their determination to fight. The second threat
emanates from South Africa in the form of Unita troops who are
allegedly now being based at Upington, a stones throw from the
southern border where the terrain is sparsely inhabited and
where Swapo support is the least substantial.

The biggest threat, according to Ms Irish, comes from former
Koevoet members whom they met in the bars of Oshakati. Their
outlook was expressed by one of their T-shirts: “"Our business is
War . . . and business is Good!” These men are adamant that they
will be fighting on. They had said that the half of Koevoet's ap-



election in Namibia

some comfort i the fact thal
the election process in Na-
mibia was substantially
peaceful and - as was later
certified by the UN special
representative Martti Ahh-
saar = also free and fair. The
almost festive mood that pre-
vailed in Windhoek and
Katutura during the election
week might come as a sur-
prise to white South Afmcans
who dread the dav of an
ANC take-over. Even more
surprising might be the fact
that the party mood tran-
scended party lines with both
DTA and ‘fm'.lpr supporters
apparently being swept away
in the euphona

In Keetmanshoop, a town
cituated mear the South Afn-
can border, we spoke to con
servative while larmers ol
the distnct. It was clear Hhat
they were the ones who re
ally felt threatened by the de
colonisation of the termitory
They were deeply suspicous
of Swapo and talked about
all the intimidation taking
place “up north™. They e
ertheless stated that fhey
were prepared to wail and
se¢ what the new govern-
ment has in dofe for (hem
They were all prepared to al
least give the new govern-
ment a2 chance bebore casting
their eves to their southern
neighbour

yrations

proximately 5 000 members who had been demobilised were the
ones who were tired of the war. But many of them enjoved the
business and they were amongst those who had found their way
into the SWA Police.

They also claimed that many of the demobilised troops had
“lost” their weapons. Three hundred Koevoet troops were also
Awol at the time of demobilisation, according to Untag figures.
The delegation encountered deep suspicions about the likelihood
of such inefficiencies in a crack unit like Koevoet

This fear is heightened by current disputes with the South Afri-
can Administrator-General, Mr Louis Pienaar, Ms Irish said that
people they met were unhappy about Mr Pienaar, for years the
implementor of South African policy in Namibia, projecting his
office as an independent Namibian administration during the in-
dependence process.

The message being brought home by the fact-finding mission
was that South Africans need to learn from the Namibian 435
process. Most importantly that whatever political settlement we
end up with, it is a South African product designed for South Af-
rica, The fundamental weakness of Resolution 435 is that it is a
product of the UN designed to meet its international responsibil-
ity. Namibians have not shaped the process in terms of which
the}r will need to build their nation in the future

Gary Cullen is Regional Co-ordinator of Idasa in Matal.

Rubbing shoulders in the street .
Some of the well-educated dunng election week in Namibia bosch.

whites who live in Windhoek
were more cynical about the
election, A well-to-do medi-
cal doctor told us that the
election was “the greatest
non=cvent in the history ol
Mamibia™, “In the end,” he
said, “one tends o vole for
the party with the least unat
tractive whitee 1 1t

RETURNING

South Admca after a stmuakal
img few davs i “the last ool
ony in Africa™, the irony ol
the friendliness and the
peacefulness of the election
after 20 vears of civil war
does not escape one Then
WS rt,"'.]]r-i'- that the electon
mav b a non-event noa way
ot thought of by the oynical
doctor in Windhoek., For
there are le==ons to be learnt
from the Namibian expen
ence. And one of themm may
be that we in South Afrca
should become involved in a
humanising struggle for hb
EralieEn b L'-!_"'I!r'u.‘_ or 8 CoWan
trv i which we oould have
non-ractal, free and fair el
thipmes amd social transforma
tion by means other than vie
fenioe and ooerroon: by mesans
other than a civil war

lan Lichenberg is Direcior of
Research wilh ldasa: Daniél

AFEIAPTN :hli'_‘l i% :_[ﬁﬂ"-ll'-i;ffullrhtlu-
A S'irﬂpn and DTA supporter enit i pohibical philosaphy al

the University of Stellen-

Foreigners
voted in droves

By Gary Cullen
WHITE South Africans who travelled to Namibia in their thou-

sands to volte in the termtory’s first election were able to exploit the
clause in Resolution 435 designed to ensure that refugees and their
descendants are entitled to vole.

Prior to the elechion F-w.apn nfficials sad that while =ome ],‘nlrl]u'
covered by the clause had fought for independence and the right o
vote, the majority have spent their whole voting lives opposing free
and fair elections, whether in South Africa or in Namibia

In order to vote a person had to be born in Namibia or be descen
dent from such a person. Present, or intended future place of resi
dence was not a requirement. This drew between 10 00 and 12 (KK
South African residents into the election, the vast majority of them
having no intention of living in the country, but who were happy to
take advantage of the many charter flights laid on to ferry voters

The voting contingent was also strengt hened by seconded mem-
bers of the administration and security forces who could vote if they
had spent a continuous period of four years in the territory and
pledged their intention to remain in Namibia. There is, however,
little b0 bind them to their F]L'dhi.' row that the votes are casi,

In the opinion of a West German Untag member, Mamibia should
quality tor the Guiness Book of Records as the country in which the
greatest proportion of foreigners have ever been !'l'I.‘I!'I'I1I|.|.|'|.|. toy vote
in an election.
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Ursula Eid . .
prescribe to South Africans.

. cannot

REGIONAL FOCUS
Going green in Pretoria

UrsurLa EID, west

CGerman Member of Parliament
and well-known member of the
Green Party, addressed ldasa’s
Pretoria forum in November on
“The Ecological Transtormation
of Society”. The talk drew a lot
ot attention from a very wide
range of people.

Participants in the evening of
discussion included activists,
realising that environmental is-
sues should be addressed by
progressive organisations, and
environmentalists, interested in
how their ecological work can
be linked to a political struggle.
The topic was thus approached
from different angles which led
to very interesting and some-
times heated discussions.

Ms FEid, who has been a mem-
ber of the Green Party since its
inception in 1980, started her
speech with an overview of the
ecological situation in the world

and identitied four main prob-
lem areas in Europe: The dying
of the torests, water pollution,
air pollution and soil pollution.

She explained that the four
suiding principles of Green pol-
icy are: Ecology, social justice,
grassroots democracy and non-
violence.

She stated that to solve these
problems an ecological, social
and grassroots economy has to
be L'lt"h-'l‘]{'rpl‘d The guiding
principle of such an economy is
the belief that wealth and well-
being cannot be gained through
economic growth only, nature
also has to be |‘II‘I:,11'i_"{“I'I._"|:.i Ms Eid
identified three other principles
of an ecological economy,
namely pollutants pay, the
avoidance principle and the
principle of recycling,

Strategies, based on these
principles, include:

- the designing of production
processes and products so as

Konka-dag

SOWAT 100 afgevaardig-

des van verskeie kunsinstellings
en kulturele organisasies het op
25 November by die Daljosatat-
kunsstigting  buite  [Paarl
byeengekom om die teoretiese
en praktiese probleme aan te
spreek waarmee skrywers,
akteurs, kunstenaars, mu-
sikante en kulturele werkers te
kampe het.

[ie werkswinkel is deur
Idasa gefasiliteer en deur die
pas gestigde Kaapse kul-
tuurgroep, Konka, gekodrdi-
neer,

Konka bestaan uit individue
werksaam in die kunste wat
saamgesnoer 1s deur die be-
hoefte om oor institusionele en
organisatoriese grense heen le
werk vir ‘'n nie-rassige, vereni-
gende Suid-Afrikaanse kultuur,
Konka beywer hom: vir die
atbreek van verdelende staat-
strukture; om die geleenthede te
skep vir die uitruil van idees,
vaardighede en menings; en om
deursettingsvermoe te kweek in
die stryd vir ‘n verenigende kul-
turele geskiedenis en toekoms.

I'rof Ampie Coetzee, dosent in
Atrikaans by die Universiteit van
Wes Kaapland, het namens
Konka opgetree en die diep ver-
deeldheld tussen “heersersklas-
kultuur” en “peoples culture”,
tussen “reaksionére” en “pro-
gressiewe’’ agendas binne die
apartheidsamelewing bevestig,

vir Kaapse kunstenaars

Coetzee het gepleit vir kulturele
eenheid om uit die klaarblyklik
aparte tradisies van kulturele
dominasie aan die een kant, en
verset teen onderdrukking aan
die ander kant, voort te spruit.
lan Steadman, dosent in
drama by die Universiteit van
die Witwatersrand, het
voorgestel dat die aanvaarding
van :,:hc np}'r{mhmlwlv dualiteit
van “elite-" wversus “volkskul-
tuur” die derde formasie tussen
die twee pole misken. Hierdie
middeweg is die populére kul-
tuur. Dit is hier waar kuns teo-
retici en kunstenaars in wissel-
werking met mekaar tree om 'n
verenigende kultuur te skep.
Marlene van Niekerk, dosent
in Afrikaans en Nederlands by
Wits, het Konka uitgedaag om
die gemaklike verhouding
tussen die ekonomiese onder-
bou en die bowebou te proble-
matiseer. Sy het gesé dat die
bou van ‘n gemeenskaplike ver-
enigende kultuur veel kom-
plekser is as om net die tegniek
van hoér kuns op die versetkul-
tuur oor te plant,
Van WNiekerk hel gevra
_waarom 'n populére dominante
kultuur in ‘'n post-apartheid
Suid-Afrika steeds 'n kultuur
van versel sal moet wees. "As
ons relevansie in 'n post- pml;cq
era herdefinieer,” het sy gesé,
“mag ons dalk met "'u]ahu]m
MNdebele saamstem dat daar '’
verandering moet kom van diﬂ'

produkte van onderdrukking na
die proses van ontdekking.”

Hiermee saam sal daar dan
gewerk moet word na 'n ra-
dikale vervanging van die on-
derdrukker as die aktiewe,
dominante speler in die ver-
beelding van die onderdrukte.

Tydens die middagsessie het
die deelnemers na praktiese
doelstellings gekyk waarna
sewerk kan word, Daar is ge-
praat oor die gemeenskaplike
gebruik wvan fasiliteite en
bronne. Protessionele kunste-
naars wat in institusionele
strukture werk het hul bereid-
willigheid verklaar om in die
stryd vir demokrasie deel te he
terwyl kulturele werkers in
georganiseerde strukiure eiesin-
nig klem gelé het op die mobil-
isering vir 'n vrve en demokra-
Hese Suid-Afrika.

Uit die werkswinkel het dit
dus geblyk dat sommige kun-
stenaars op soek is na 'n poli-
teke tuiste terwyl sekere akbi-
viste weer politicke voogde van
die kunste wil wees.

Een spreker van 'n establish-
ment organisasie wat homself
beskryf het as "a comrade at
heart” het gepleit dat mense
wat in staatsgesubsideerde in-
stellings werk, nie uitgesluit
moet word nie. “Moenie die
onvolmaakte 'n vvande maak
van die goeie nie,” het hy gesé.

Nicolaas Vergunst
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not to destroy natural cycles
and ecosystems;

- the transformation of the ag-
riculture and chemical indus-
tries;

- the development of produc-
tion techmiques which favour
decentralised and small produc-
lion units;

+ the closing down or reduc-
tion of industries that threaten
the environment, eg the nuclear
industry;

 the studying of the effects of
simple products on people and
the environment,

Ms Eid is also the Green
Party’s spokesperson on South-
ern Atrican issues and focussed
briefly on her party's policy on
south Africa. She said that as
one of the four guiding prin-
ciples ot her party 15 social jus-
tice, the party supports the
struggle for freedom in South
Africa. The Greens advocate
sanchions as a way in which the
South African government can
be forced to real negotiations.

She also contextualised the
Green principle of non-violence,
This principle is valid in Ger-
many, but the use of violence in
the South African freedom
struggle can be understood, as
all other means to changing the
society have failed, she said.
The principle of non-violence
means, however, that the Green
Party will not fund weapons for
the ANC or Swapo even though
it supports their struggle, Ms
Eid said.

When asked about an envi-
ronmental policy for South Af-
rica, Ms Eid said that she, as a
F{'rl‘l._"igni"t', cannot |‘.||‘|._:.+._r||:‘r|;_' ko
South Africans how they should
approach their ecological prob-
lems. She stressed that an envi-
ronmental policy for South Af-
rica should be dua:grwd by
South Africans with factors
unique to the South African
situation laken into account.

Although most people in the
audience agreed that the eco-
logical issue is of prime impor-
tance for South Africa, there
were many different views
about how the issue should be
addressed. What became very
clear, however, was that acliv-
ists working for a democratic
South Africa will have to seri-
ously take up the environ-
mental issue, while environ-
mentalists can no longer raise
ecological issues from an a-po-
litical position.

Lou-Marié Kruger
Regional Co-ordinator, Pretoria



Gilde vermy
besluit oor
kultuurboikot

Deur Welma Odendaal

SOWAT 120 skrywers, letterkundiges
en belangstellendes het van 30 November
tot 2 Desember by Broederstroom buite
Johannesburg vir die Afrikaanse
Skrywersgilde se algemene vergadering by-
eengekom. Die beraad, wat sedert die Gilde
in 1975 gestig is "n jaarlikse instelling ge-
word het, het dié jaar besondere belang-
stelling uitgelok nadat Idasa in Julie vanjaar
46 Afrikaanse skrywers geneem het om met
ANC-lede in Zimbabwe samesprekings te
voer. Die 46 het onder meer die ANC se
nuwe beleidsdokument cor die kultuur-
boikot in 'n verklaring “verwelkom™ e¢n
sodoende die woede van ander binnelandse
skrywers op die hals gehaal.

Voor vanjaar se Broederstroom-vergader-
ing waar die kultuurboikot sterk op die
agenda verskyn het, was daar heelwat be-
spiegeling vor die toekoms van die Gilde.
Buitestaanders sowel as skrywers het
gevoel dat indien daar besluit moet word
cor waar Afrikaanse skrywers staan ten op-
sigte daarvan, dit die Gilde sou laat skeur.

Op 'n warm Saterdagoggend het die kul-
tuurboikot toe eindelik ter sprake gekom
met ‘n mosie van die Kaapse skrywer Abra-
ham de Vries (wat nié by vanjaar se beraad
teenwoordig was nie) dat die Gilde “duide-
lik standpunt inneem tov die kulturele boi-
kot”. Dit was trouens ‘'n groot probleem in
hierdie debat dat die skrywers wat hul tot
dusver die sterkste leen die saak uitge-
spreek het nie op Broederstroom was nie.

Na hewige bespreking van die vioer af is
De Vries se mosie geamendeer om e lui:
“Die Gilde moet by die volgende jaarver-
gadering duidelik standpunt inneem tov
die kultuurboikot nadat "n behoorlike stud-
iestuk opgestel en aan lede gestuur is en
streeksbyeenkomste gehou is.” Daar is be-
sluit om die jaan'ergaden'ng SO gou as
umlﬂik te hou - Aprl is as “n voorlopige

mﬁ sodat die saak spoedig afge-
handel

Hoewel smnnuge mense gevoel het dat
die Gilde maar net weer die saak uitstel as
vermyingstaktiek, het die voorstanders van
die mosie aangevoer dat lede nog te min in-
ligting oor die volle implikasies van die boi-
kot het, en dat dit polities nie wys is om 'n
skeuring onder ers tew te bring
nie. Die Gilde het hom ook nou duidelik in
sy nuwe grondwet verbind tot die nastrewe
van ‘n nie-rassige, nie-seksistiese, demokra-
tiese en verenigde Suid-Afrika, en die kul-
tuurboikot as strategie van die bevrydings-
beweging sal in dié verband aangespreck
moet word.

Die mosie is metl n oor meerderheld
aanvaar - en vir ‘'n kort tydperk het Afri-
kaanse skrywers beweegruimte om hul po-
litieke selfbegrip te ondersoek - voordat elk-
een in April 1990 besluit waar sy of hy
staan tov die rol wat skrywers kan speel in
die bevrydingstryd in die land.

Welma Odendaal is op die redaksie van
Die Swisd-Afrikaan.

BOOK REVIEW
Church as site of struggle

By Bobby Nel

THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS. KAIROS
AND CONVERSION, Skotaville Pub-
lishers, P O Box 32483, Braamfontein.

THE Road tv Damascus is more a docu-

ment than a book. It is unique in the sense
that it has been by Christians in
seven Third World countries - South Af-
rica, Namibia, South Korea, Philippines,
El Salvador, Nicaragua and Guatemala. It
is noted in the preamble that the churches
in these countries have much in common,
namely a situation of violent political con-
flict, Christians on

both sides of the
conflict and the
emergence of Chris-
tian theologies that

Both the ﬁpprassur_
and the oppressed use

people. Power, money and property be-
come more important than people.
Other sins mentioned by The Road fo
Damascus are heresy, apostasy, hypoc-
risy and
The conversion of Paul is taken as an
example of the possibility for people o
change their frame of mind completely.
The challenge is directed at those Chris-
tians who make use of Chrnistianity to
defend and support the impenalists, the
oppressors and the exploiters They are
urged to turn around and support the
true meaning of the Christian faith. It is
also a challenge to all who profess to be
followers of Jesus to examine them-
selves for remnants
| of above-mentioned
sins and to see if
there are no signs of
triumphalism, self-

sides with the r z righteousness, dog-
and the oppresa. | Teligion as part of their 5 TRECE TOE
The 36-page le.giﬁmatiun for their tolerance and sec-
document starts tarianism in their
with an analysis of [(hﬂs_ hearts.
the roots of the con- . The reader should
flict in these coun- bear in mind that
tries. Coloniabism and i are de- the document was written against the

scribed as the main features of the oppres-
sors. Im powers make use of eco-
nomic control, the technology, the educa-
tional system, mass media, cultural insti-
tutions and religion to create a subservi-
ent colonial mentality.

In many countries ordinary people
have started to take responsibility for pro-

an alternative to the present sys-
tems. The different systems reacied to the
resistance of the people by devising
counter-insurgency programmes with the
support of Il-m colonial and imperial pow-
ers. The economic powers supported
these governmenis in the establishment of
national security states.

Many Christians are involved in the
struggle against the system of domination
with the result that both the oppressor
and the use religion as part of
their legitimation for their ideas. The
church itself has thus become a site of
struggle.

The second chapter looks at the content
of the faith of the poor. It notes that the

oppressed began to read the Bible from
their position and were no longer de-

pendent on the oppressors’ interpretabion
of the Bible.

the prophetic mission of Christians who
believe in the theology of the poor. There
are specific sins the document wants to
expose, This must be seen in the light of
the next chapter (and the title), which call
for a conversion.

The great sin of the powerful world ac-
cording to The Road to Damascus is the sin
of idolatry. Some of the features of idola-
try mentioned in the document are that it
is fanatical, denies all hope for the future,
demands absolute submission and blind
obedience, demands a scapegoat, and
demands human sacrifices - it is thus ant-

background of conflict situations in
seven countries. The point of departure
is that there are Christians on both sides
of the conflict, not only on the side of
the oppressed but also on the side of the

r. The authors of The Road to
Damascus emphasise their own belief
that there is a line of division in the
church in these countries and invite
Christians on the other side of the con-
flict to cross the line.

Perspective

The document attempis to identify
the reasons for the conflict and the point
of division. The reasons for the conflict
have an international character, accord-
ing to The Road to Damascus. This puts
the South African conflict in a broader
perspective.

At the beginning of this century the
Afrikaner was ca up in a struggle
against the colonists (the Boer War); al-
ter 1910 the Afrikaner joined the colo-
nists and became part of the colonists’
regime in South Africa. With the help of
mperialist power, money, technology
and religion, the South African minonity
government stays in power. State secu
rity, the ion of certain groups and
the religious support of many churches
help the rulers to hold their position.

The Road fo Damascus will form a good
basis for discussion in groups and in
churches. But for people who are not
familiar with the theories of the influ-
ence of colonialism, new-colonfalism
and imperialism in Third World coun-
tries, additional reading material might
be necessary to fully grasp all the argu-
ments in this document.

Bobby Nel is a theo attached to
the Duich Reformed Mission Church in
Cape Town.
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By Keith Wattrus

AS South Africa moves irrevocably along
the path towards a otiated future, “non-

racialism” and “democracy” are two con-
cepts set to generate much discussion. In-
deed, they are central to the debates which
must permeate every level of South African
society before that future can, successfully,
become a reality.

These two concepts are already the focus
of attention in the sporting arena, where
administrators of several codes of sport
have begun to grapple with
the obstacles which prevent
them from uniting under one
non-racial umbrella. When
administrators of a particular
sport believe they have al-
ways run their sport along
non-racial and democratic
lines, it comes somewhat as
an affront to discover that the
same perception is not shared
by the disenfranchised major-
ity.

This is a problem which has
not only been encountered by
“establishment”™ sporting
bodies, but has also in a cer-
tain sense been encountered
by the South African Council
of Sport (Sacos). Conse-
Tently, careful unpacking of
the concepts is required be-
fore the foundation is
reached, upon which unifica-
tion talks can thereafter be
built.

Largely because of en-
trenched positions, little has
been achieved in the past dec-
ade towards uniting sport in
South Africa. The sport moratorium, which
effectively isolated South African sport
from international sport, was the axis
around which all sport policy turmed. “No
normal sport in an abnormal society” was
the cry of the disenfranchised, while estab-
lishment codes responded with: “We'll do
what's best for our sportspersons.” And so
it seemed that exploration of neutral terri-
tory would remain impossible as long as
semblances of apartheid existed in South
African society.

“An idea whose time has come” could be
a way of describing the emergence of the
Mational Sports Congress (N5SC). Set up pri-
marily to address the stalemate referred to
above, the N5C however remains commit-
ted to the development of sport, particu-
Jarly in underprivileged areas. Its more flex-
ible approach has seen the initiation of talks
between sports bodies along a wide range
of fronts; talks which are already beginning
to bear fruit insofar as progress towards
unification of certain sporting codes is con-
cerned.

The Mational Sports Congress has never
believed that to achieve its task it has to
turn sportspersons into politicians; in fact, it
respects the real political limitations of most
South African sportspersons. The N5C does
however suggest that most sportspersons
underestimate the impact which they can
have by simply standing out publicly for
non-racialism; that they place too many
constraints on themselves, believing that
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their limitations curb them more than they
in fact do.

Naturally, therefore, “‘white’ sporting
bodies entering into their first discussions
with the MNational 5Sports Congress are
bound to find the level of political discus-
sion more dominant than in their own or-
ganisations. Similarly, they will find that
the concepts of non-racialism and democ-
racy take on a far more politically-active
connotation than the passive apolitical
meaning which they have grown accus-
tomed to.

Unity talks:
NSC might
get the ball
rolling

But they will also find that commonali-
ties with majority-thinking are not too diffi-
cult to find; and they will find the mere
symbolical gesture of recognising the need
of talking to “the other side” induces a
warmer response than they might have an-
ticipated. Above all, they will encounter a
process which, although never deviating
from firm established principles, will prove
to be pragmatic and constructive, always
having the best interests of the particular
sport in mind.

This has been the experience of adminis-
trators in the fields of soccer, road-running,
cricket and, latterly, hockey. That each code
of sport is emerging from the process with
different results, is often indicative of the
differing expectations with which they en-
tered it; and always indicative of the pecu-
liar problems which each sport faces.

While in most instances obstacles have
been surmounted, “rebel” tours remain the
major stumbling-block. In whatever code of
sport, a refusal to distance one’s body from
such tours is the ingredient for certain fail-
ure of the recipe; these tours are seen to be
no more than defiant acts in contravention
of the sports moratorium.

The progress which soccer unification
talks have made has been well documented
in the press, and little more will be said
here. Suffice however to say that by April
1990 there is every chance that South Afri-
can soccer will be organised by one non-ra-
cial controlling body.

Road running's series of meetings with
the National Sports Congress have, to date,
followed a programme of exposing as many
as possible of the South African Road Run-
ning Association’s (Sarra) senior adminis-
trators to the ideals of the National Sports
Congress. Talks have now advanced to the
stage where serious negotiatons about uni-
fication are set to begin and Sarra is cur-
rently establishing a committee which will
be mandated to explore this avenue.

Road running has recently become a
sport which has shown a distinctly non-ra-
cial face and, with enlight-
ened administrators at the
helm of Sarra, there are prom-
ising indications that progress
towards unification will con-
tinue al a steady pace. Sarra,
to its credit, has resolved not
to be involved in any further
“rebel” tours, such as the
Stellenbosch  100km race
which took place this year.

A further benefit of the
talks between the NSC and
Sarra is that certain adminis-
trators of road-running also
play an active role in athletics
(which, like road running, is
autonomous), and this augurs
well for later talks in this field
of sport.

An entirely different set of
circumstances finally com-
pelled the 5A Cricket Union
(Sacu) and the N5C to meet
one another. When they met,
early in Movember, only one
item was on the agenda and
that was the cancellation of
the proposed “rebel” tour by
English cricketers in 1990,
Sadly, despite the meeting, Sacu refused to
call off the tour even though very imagina-
tive suggestions were made which would
have facilitated this. Unity talks can unfor-
tunately not even get out of the starting
blocks while one party is defying the very
instrument designed to hasten such talks.

Cricket unity talks are thus deadlocked
around the issue of the rebel tour and one
fears that, by the time the tour has run its
course, much goodwill will have been lost;
goodwill which might have become the es-
sential catalyst in ensuring a successful out-
come,

HDCKE"\" and tennis are two further

codes of sport which are currently the sub-
ject of exploratory talks with the National
Sports Congress. Executive members of the
Eastern Cape and Border regions of the SA
Men's Hockey Association recently met
with the NSC and resolved to press for
talks at a national level between their body
and the National Sports Congress.

All in all, sport appears to be paving the
way as far as the question of national unity
i1s concerned. Goodwill i3 much in evidence
and the foundation for an apartheid-free
sporting society in the near future is very
clearly being laid right now. We trust that
all other sporting bodies will see the wis-
dom of following the same route.

Keith Wattrus 15 Co-director of Idasa in
the Eastern Cape.



