ALEXANDRA
TOWNSHIP: a |
brief history

Blgxandra

your sons are exiled

to boxhousas

of diepkloof
meadowlands
temblaa I

|

but slways
they return
to your guttered strests
to your sguesazed yard@..s
(from Back to Mama by M Guals)

ALEXANDRA was originally conceived as a
"European' township, but in 1912 the Alexandras
Township Company Ltd declded toresurvey the
lsnd and lay it out for Africens 'snd Coloureds.
It was established as & "Non=European' town-
ship where blacks could acquire freshold.
During the next 75 years blacks lost all their
rights as urban dwellers snd so-by 1963 Alex-
andrea was the only township in the so-called
whits areas -whers blacks could acquire land

in freshold.

The first attempt to abolish Alexandra
ceame in tha form of & resoclution of the
Johannesburg City Council, passed in January, I
1943, They regarded Alexsndra ss a slum, as
a refuge for criminals and a menace to hesalth,
Besides,; Alexsndra was rather close to some
whites areas, Howsver, the City Council did
not have the powsr to remove Alexandra.

Until 1958, Alexandra had been adminis—
tered by an Alexandres Health Committes, which
‘put it in a rather unigue position of self- l

bullt,

*the aky' (servants' quartars on top of blocks

:hlnnf, and Tembisa as well as being endorsed

qgovernment, This Committee was an agaency of
the Transvaal Provincial Council and had, at

one atage,; as its chalrman, Abrehem Fisher,

the Communist Party leader. But in 1958 the
Pari=Urban Health Board toock over.

By 1958 Alexandra had a population of
88 000, The Pari=Urban Health Board planned
to create a township of 30 000 femiliss and J
15 000 (mainly males) living in hostels.
There was no suggeation of interference with
thea rights of standholders.

After 1958; howaver, pass and influx
control lews were strictly enforced. A
census was teken - people who had- lived in
Alexandra since 1950 or before were glven
Thisa who come after 1950 r
wiré allowad to remaln for as long as they
ware employed.

permits to resaln,

Paople who wers temporarlily
eway, lost thair rights to live in Alexendra.
Many howsver continued to live in Alaxandra
illegally.

The world of Alexandra came crashing down
in March, 1962, when the state announced that

fanily accommodation was to be eliminated and
8 hostals nnu:inq 2 500 pecple each ware to be
'Single' men and women living in

Rendburg, Sandton, and in the 'locations in . I

of flats) would be accommodated in the hostels.
Families were rehoused in Meadowlands, Diep-—

out if they were unemployed. ODuring 1963 and

1964 more then half the population of
Alexandra was moved out,

The announcement by the atate to change
Alexandra into a hostel town immediately pre=-
caded the passage of the Better Administra—
tion of Designeted Areas Act of 1962. This
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Act, which was first applied to-Alexandra,
gave greater pn;it- of control to the stste
to adeinister the tﬂuﬂlhlp.‘ Gone was the
autonomy of the 1940s and 19508 (as we have
sean recently im the cese of Crossroads, a
community free from restricting Acts is able
to develop strong local orgenisation capeble
of resisting the luthﬂritlll}¢

After the initial spate of removals,; fewer
removals occurred in Alexandra in the next
decade, The "illegel® population continued
to incresse as life was made progressively
more difficult for them in ﬁlhlr Rand towf=—
ahipa,

RESISTANCE

WHEN considering the removals in Alex-
andra thera are two gquestiona which have to ba
asked, Firstly,; why were the remsovals not
as systematic snd conclusive as fpr
axample, in Sophistown, and, secondly,
what kind of resistance did the people of
Alexandra affer to the removals and how
aeffective was this resistence?

Successful bus boycotts and sctive parti=
clpation in ANC politicel activity in the 1940s
and 1950s, and the PAC in the later paerlod,
glve us somea kndieatlion that Alexandra had
The bus
boycotts wers able to elicit support from all

classes in the coamunity and were true models
of community political sction. The power of

bean & atrong and united communlty.

the boycott movements can be explained by the
complexity of the comaunity and thes sbsance
Like thas bus boycottas the
threet of removels also provided an ares of
collaborstion between different classes within
the black communitys: Thus it wes important
for the state, if the removels were not kto be

of outelds control.



resisted, that locasl orgeanisation be inhibi-
iid and control incressed. I
whan the removals began im 1962 the major
black political organisations, the ANC and the
PAC, had beesn banned and their leaders detain-
ed or silenced, ' The state had shown its powdr
intolerance to opposition at Sharpeville
subseguently, This would partly explaln
8 cempalgn similar to that organised by
ANC to oppose the Sophiatown resovals did
OCEUT
In other ways too,; the capscity Ffor
Alexsndres as & community to reaist atate
sction was declining, Control was incressing
and the cohesivensss of the community was on
the decreass. Some pointers are given: In
1958, Alexandra was taken over by the Alex-
sndra Peri-Urban Health Board, who had great=-
er powers then did ites predecessor, and by 1962
control had increased even more. The passage
of the Setter Acdminlistration of Deaignated
Arsas Act introduced Alexandra to all the
features of control that cheracterised other
black townships.
The number of migrents relative to the
number of families living in Alexandra was
also increasing every year. Migrants wers not
only housad in hostels but also in rooms in and
Probably regarding them-
selves as temporary sojourners,; they were

emong Family housing.

relatively unconcerned asbout the future of
Alexandra, and acted a% least as & non-uni=
fying Factor, and st worat as a source of
frietion. Furthermore, especially after
1965, the families living there wers mostly
‘illegala'. Some did, perhapa, not regard
themselves as permanesnt residents, but rather

regarded Alexandra as a ®top—off place until

they could find alternative -n:n-nultinnﬂ

Howsvar,; many did not mova on.

when the Resettlement Board demolished
houses they did it in such a way that it
could have made mass resistance difficult to
organise, They did not demolish houses, or
remove people, block by block or within a
specified time period. Because of incompetence,
shortage of funds, and lack of alternative
sccommodation, the completea demolition of
Alexandres was constantly delayed and, instead,
the township became more and mOTeE OVEIr=
growdad, The insscurity felt by soma of the
inhabitants must have been immenss and so
probably little hope or determination, necessary
for resistence, existed. This insscurity was
parpetuated through fraguent raids. In
addition, since basic services wers not
cerried out snd since many families lived in
one or twe rooms, some peopls would probably
have praferred to have been moved to a three
or four roomad house in another area.

However, this did not mean that resistance
did not occur. The neswspapers reported
numeTous jncidents of individuals or families
who fought the authorities for the right to
live where they choocss. Many more incidents
were probably not regarded ss newsworthy by
the ptlil.!

Individual acta of resistance may have
atalled removals to an extent, but there waere
gther factors that help to explain tha delay
in implementation. Firstly, thers were reports
of insdequate funds for compensation landownars
as well as to finance the demolition and trans=-
portation of the peocple. Secondly, one must

look st the demand for labour from Alexandra.
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Industcy had expanded replidly in the laat 13
to 20 years in Wynberg, precisely because of
the close proximijy of cheap labour. Workers
did not have to undertake long and expensive
S0 while people in
the nearby white residential sress may have

bus or traln Jjourneya.

basn resentful towards the ‘black spot', there
was little determined pressure from them to
get Alexandra removed. . [ndustrial interest
fevoured the idegas of their workers living in
Alexandra, as did the expeanding commarclial
world in the northern suburbs of Johannesburg.
Thirdly, ever since the 19608, thare has bean
an scute housing shortage Tor Africsns on the
Witwatersrand, and while this factor may not
have worried the authorities very much,; i1t did
not make the task of removing people easier,
Alexandra was like & permanent sguetter cemp
= within sach yard illegal tin shanties had
besn srected which only mads things more
complicated for the authorities.

HOSTELS

THE original plean for Alexendra, mooted
in 1962, was to demoligh =sll family housing
and to bulld 12 single=sex hostels having a
total of 32 000 beds. Seven of the hostals
would be Tor men.and Tive for women. Esch

- hostel would housa 2 500 psople. Hostels

ware not a new idea im the history of
government thinking om how to houss their
labour force, but a whole city of hostels was.
The first two hostels cpened on the 1st
Auguast, 1972. The men's hostel had 2 600 beds
snd the women's 2 800.> In 1966 the stats
had passed policy to get rid of the '"locetions

in the sky', Those south of the Houghton Ridge
wors removed to Diespkloof Hostel and those




north of the Ridge were expected to fill the
Alexandra hﬂltill¢‘
Hostels are repressive institutions

designed specifically to house workers at

the lowest cost and with the highest possible’
control. They hardly take inte account the
needs of the "inmates' and so it goes without
seying thet dissatisfaction and discentent
existed. HAesistance to hostel accommodation
and conditions was manifested in at least two
WAYSE .

Firstly, women, especially, were reluct-
ant to become hostel dwellers. “They tried by
every means possible to find alternative
accommodation in othar townshipe, I;llglllf
in Allul;ﬁrl, ar Léluhitl Johanneasburg.
Consaguently the women's hostel was never
filled. Women were less prepared to enter
the hostels than men since they often had
children to support in Johannesburg and so
wares nob ncessarily temporsry sojournsras in
the urban arsss. Some women who did enter the
hostel would freguent the shebesns in Alex-
sndra in an attempt to pick up, non-hostel
males to esceps hostel life. 5o desperate
were some women for a roof over their heads
together with thair childran {children could
not stay at the hostels) that they would
stay illegally in Alexandra and repaatadly pay
admission of guilt fines when raided by the
police, Others remained in houses about to
be demolished and would move on sgain and
sgein whan the bulldozers came.

sacondly, in March, 1973, the hoatel
wyomen sent s deputation to Or Browde (City
councilloer in Johannesburg) to complain about
hostal mnuiunnl.5

The removals to the hostels did not go

without a public outecry, especlially as many
of the people effected were domestic servants.
A Citizen Hostel Action Committee, which had
originally been formed to fight the removal
of domestic servants from white Johannesburg,
was resuscitated and held a public meeting.
Its mambers consisted of people Ffrom the
churches, the Progressive Party and from the
Black Sash. The Committes tried to inform
the publiec about the disastars of hostael
living and ssemed to heave caused snough of &
public outcry to evoke govarnment promises
sbout heating and recreestional Facilitles.
They alsoc organised a petition and = depu=-
tetion to the Misister of Bantu Affairs and
Devalopment,

The inadequacy of heating facilities was
a major complaint that featured every winter
for sbout three yaara. 1In 1974 Dr Browde
formed a '"Friends of Alexeandra Hostel Fund'
which cempaignad for heaters snd money from
the public, as well as ssking thes suthorities

to supply heaters. In response to noises
made by tha publiec; P Janson, Deputy Minister

of Bantu Administration and Yasvelopment,
scknowledged that mistakes had besn made in
the establishment of the Alexendra hostels.

However, a month sarlier he had also seid that

hostels were a 1 500 X isprovesent on the
Alexandra slum,.

While it is admirable that the citizens
of Johannesburg Tormed & Citizenm Action
Committes or contributed to the Frisnds of
Alexandra Mostsl Fund, a word should be said
about the effec t on political action or
resistance when liberal groups pick up worker
issuas, These groups focussed on lssues such
as lnsufficient heating or the leack of
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recreational facilities in isclation, instead
of posing first and foremost 2 challenge to
the whole hostel system, Because of this thay
were impliecitly accepting the hostels as '
scceptable institution and would regard thelr
causa as won if heating was provided or the
Minlster had ceded a point or two. Thay
functioned not to challenga the existing
structurs of labour supply, but rather to iron ’
out difficulties between employers and the
govarnment, After all, worker productivity
can only be low if they froze the night
sbafora, and thare is no way of knowlng what
mischievous activities workers could get in—
volwed in if r-::-:éiﬂnnl facilities were not
: provided, 5o hostel dweller resistance was
co=ppted to becoms & secondary conflict
between employeras snd the state; rather than
a Pundamental conflict between workers and tha
state as representative of the interests of
capital in general.
REMOVALS IN THE 1970a
DURING 1973, the now renamed Board for the
Devélopment of Peri=Urban Areas started once
more to move families out of Alexandra end to .
démolish their houses. Only families who
'gualified' legally wera being nhnuuu.5
Howsver, many femilies did not qualify. RMany .
husbands and wives held single permits
instead of family permite, while others wers
not registersd at all. The Bleck Sash have

alleged that the suthorities issued wives and
husbands with single permits ss a device to
pravent them from qualifying for family
housing. If a child's name was not included
on his/her mother's permit, hlfihl had no
officiel existence. The authorities would




also refuse to include the child's name.

If both huasband and wife were in legal
employment but were holding single permits,
thay were told to separate and stay in
sexually segregated hostels. To wives who
ware unemployed, with or without dependentas,
the state ultimatum was = go to the . homelanda
gnd taks your dependents with you, To a women J
who did have employment but did not gqualify
for & house (eg; single women, widows and
divorcess) tha state said, "live singly in
the hostels in Alexandra and send your child=
ren to the homelands or go with your children
to the homelands'. Three quacters of so=
called *sihgle women' in the Alexandrs hostsl
had children. Many of the women no longer
had ties with the "homsland' areas, and thare
was no official reply to the women's guestion:
"yhere must we send our hidl?'.? when' the
children were sent away they lost their rights
as urban dwellers and would become migrant
labourers. If they remasined in Alexandras or
moved t6 anothar ucban township they would be
regarded as 'illegal' or "undesirables' when
they grew up and would axpcrience immense
dgifficulties in getting jobs. They would
also be subject to constant police Harass=
ment when they turned 16 since they would
not be abla to get a reference book.

FREEHOLD title owners have always Deen
a minority in Alexandra but at ons time there
were 2 S00 freshold title owners. Since
1963 the number has been decressing dus to
exproptiation by tha atate.
expropriation was=slow until 1974. The
authorities (now the West Rand Administration
Board = WRAB) ordered all stand owners to

Howaver,

vacate their propertiss by the beginning of
1975, They were allowed to remain tenants
until WRAABE could find them alternative
sccommodation. WRAB made little attempt to
do so. There were many complaints from land-
ownera that they had to wait months for compan—
sation and that when compensation was paid it
was ingufficient, WRAB officials also raid-
ad housas and deposited furniture on tha
strest, but sfter an sppeal to tha Suprese
Court this was halted, With the tactic of
sviction denied to them, WRAB began to
demand that rentals from sub-tenants be paid
They also
moved psopls out of rooma let by standownars.
By doing this they deprived owners of thelir
livelihood and they were forced, through
sconomic necessity, to sall their lsnd to
tha WRRB.

1976

PLANS for a reconstructed Alexandras wers
sgain *formalized’ in August, 1976. This had
become a necessity because the shortage 6f

not to the owners but to thaa.

sccommodation for migrant labourers was
becoming acute and sven employers were being
affected. In 1975, WAAE had given permisaion
to at least 156 private companies to erect
prafsb hostels in Alexandra. The conditions
in thess prefabs wers as bad or worse than in
the WRAB hostels.
temporary constructions untlil new hostels

They were regacded as

were bullt,

Howaver, Tor more hostels to be built,
more people would have to be moved. In Ssptem-
ber, 1976, WRAB announced that about 3 000
single permit holders would have to move to
City Desp Hostsls. Thelr present saccommo-
dation would be demolished and new hostals
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would be built for them,
for about two yearas.

Tha move would be
All family persit holders
would be moved to Sowsto and coloured families
to Evaton, About Z 500 femilies would be
affected, Removals began again in Novembar,
Two major problems aross for ths people
affected by the forced removals. Firatly,; most
wotkad near Alexandra and were no longer ablae
to get to their places of work cheaply end
quickly, Secondly, it had besn official
policy for the last decads not to issus Family

parmite,; Married couples who sppliesd fTor
family permits were lssued with single permits,
In sddition, dus to the housing shortage,
many married couples lived in single guarters.

,Conswquently mssny married men wers moved to

City Deep Hostel. Wwhile the authorities
continuelly denied that the removals were
disturbing femily life, when Rev 5 Butl and
the Alexandra Students' Leagus ocpensd =&
buresu they had soon tabled 1 000 cases of
affectod femiliss. AFter a mesting on the
IiFh Decembar, betwsen Butli and WRAB officials,
all removals and demolitions le; suspanded
for one month, Ouring this periocd Femilies
wars given the opportunity to eastablish their
status with the necessary documantation.

The situstion worsenesd when the conditions
at City Desp Hostel were expossd. Tha Clty
Health Department declared this sccommodatlon
unfit for human hablitation, and WRAE moved the
men to Lefaleng Hostsl in Sowsto. This was
even further ewey from their place of work.
Feny men went back to their femiliss or went
to live illegally in the white suburbs.

Removals and demolitlions were planned
to start sgain in January, 1977, and WRAB
promised that no msors Ffamiliss would be lﬂlltr



However, one wonders how many Familiss could I
provide the necessary docusentation to prove
that they were married, "Illegal® femilies

wore still told to.split and the unemployad |

woman told ta return to the "homalanda"'.

¥hen a house was vacated it was demolished.
However, at the end of February, it was
reported that WRAB had statted repairing part- I
ly demolished houses to accommodate femilies
who had been left homeless, ie those who had
been registered on single permits although
they could prove they were Temilies. This

rather sbsurd; but also treglic act, cen
pachaps be understood by a look at the contre-

dictions that WRAB was faced with. Govern—
ment policy sald demolish, remove and create

a hostel town, Yet thers was nowhare on the
@les on tha Rand that the residants of
Alexandrs could move to. Houses were no
longer being built at a repid rate in

sowsto and Tembisa, and the waiting lists in
these areas were also lengthy, The sama
situstion existed in the Alexandra coloured
community, After floods in 1976, coluured
pecple from the flooded Kliptown moved lnto
houses in Evaton which had been sarmarked for
Alexendra families.

The dogmatic removels of peoplea who
already have houses is & featurs of the more
irrational gquality of apartheid. However, in l
recent ysars there have been attempts made to
stresmline the apartheid policy, and it was
only to be a matter of time before Alexandra
too would be reconsidered.

1978

THE year 1979 seemed to be the year af
doom for Alexsndra. In March, Vosloo,

Deputy Miniater of Plural Relations, announced

that the remaining 4 000 femilies in Aleax-
andra would be moved as scon as funda became
-u'llllhll.g

Since 1976 there had been an increase in
political asctivity in the townshipas. Initie=
ted by tha students during the 1876 uprisings,
soma of the initiastiwve had been taken ower by
churechman and cther leaders in the community.
Howaver, students remeined active = for
exemple,; in 1977 the Alexandra Studenta’
Leagua, together with Sem Buti, set up a
bureau to help people effected by removalas
end also ran & survey. The involvesant of
students on issues such as housing points ko
the importance of material issues For all
sectors of a particulerly deprived population,
In Dctober, 1978, an Alexandra Residents®
Liasison Committes was set up., Prominent on
the cosaittes was Rev Sam Euti.Tu Under=
standably; the first lssue to concern the

Liaison Committee was housingj they appealed
for family housing and suggested that Flata,

similar to those &t Mitchell's Plain in the
Cape, be built,

The Alexandra Residents' Liaison Comm—
ittes (ARLC) had talks with Vosloo in February
and he agread that the committes should become
formalized: He also agreed to elections in
April, which would be similar to those for the
Soweto Community Council, They had more meet-
ings with Vosloo, and even submitted plans
for the redevelopmant of Alexandra together
with the results of the socio=economic
survay they had conducted LIn the tn-n-hip.11

On the 7th May, 1979, it was announced
that elections would be held on the 16th of
that month. However, a more isportant
announcement was mada the following day in
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Parlismsent. Vosloo announced that Alexandra
families would not be moved out and that the
township would becoma an urban area for
femilies. WRAAB would be instructed te conduct
8 gurvey of all residents to establish which
femilies would gualify to stay in the
redeveloped township = the ominous implications
of this will be discussed later,

There was, according to the press,
general Jjubulation. There wes telk of a
R200-million plan of turning the area into a
high=density suburb with duplex flats,
shopping centres and & gient aport stadium,
Organisations such as the Urban Foundation
promised financial assistance.

Dus partly to the reprieve thers was &
relatively large amount of interest in the
Lisison Committes elections than had been the
cags in other townships: The -election was
for & sssta - another 4 seats would be
nominated by the Department of Co-oparation
and Development. Two parties contested the
election - the Save Alexandra Party and.the
Save Alexandra Aesidents and Tenants Party.
The differences between them did not seem
great, The SAR&TP wented the hostels changed
into Fflats for occupation by families, while

tha SAP wanted to retain the hoatels for the
meantima, Perhaps more significant were the

personalities involved in the election. Rewv
Buti, leader of the SAP, and his fillni
contastanta, were much more well known in the
community. FRev Butl hed helped pecple
during the 1976 removals: The campaigns
included meetings at the stadius; peatry
readings, music and modelling shows.

Vating started on the 16th May and
sccording to the press there was a rush to



voke, HResidents qualified to vote if they
were over 18 and possessed either a resident=
ial permit, en ownership permit; a housing
certificate, or a hostel certificate; a#s well
as a reccipt to prove that he/she was up to
date with rent payments. The press said that
tha elections were wall supported by the young.
The booths were apparently so crowded that
voting wes extended by another day.
" All the candidates of the SAP wers elected I

By & large majoribty.
said to be 46%.
remain to be asked about the election.

WHY ?

WHY did it appear so importamt to the
government to destroy the Alexandra community, l
and which considerations stayed its hand at

the last moment?®

Tha election poll was

However meny guestions
12

in important function of
separtheid is to rcetain withim urban areas
only as many africens as are required for the
labour needs of white South Africa, and to
remove the old, unfit and wnesployed to the
13% of the country comprising tha "homelands'

gr '"indapandent states', With this objective

in mind, some 2 million people have alraady
been uprooted and relocated, some of this
numth coming from Alexandra.

In the urban areas the state has attempt-
ed to house mss large a percentage as possible
of the labour force in well controlled hostels.
Howsver, unfortunately for the state there
weres & large number of africans who had lived
in the urban arsas for so long that they no
longer had any rural ties. The oovernment

has attempted to make these people as rlgh}—

less as opossible in urban areas, while

encoureging them to teke out "homelsnd'

eitizenship. And so, in ARlexandra freehold

rights were removed. Family housing in wrbam
areas .has been provided,; but is well conktrolled
and segregated, Alexandra was not particulsr=
ly conducive to control for reasons weé have
discussed above = and so the authorities

dasired its removal,

There were, of course,; other reasons given h

to explain the removal of Alexandra, eg it is
a "black spot'" and health hazard.
we must be careful to distinguish betwsen

Howeawer,

real reasons and ldeological cover-upe.
Alexandra was to have become a hostel town

and would still have constituted a "black
spot'; in fact this "black spot' was very
desirable for the lndustries which had develop=
gd around the township, But the reasons For
Alexandra's resovel need not necessarily be
Ideclogy

in South Africe has a momentum of its own and

explained by economic determinants.

there is considerable economic irrationality
in the dogamtic pursulit of complete segre-
gation in urban areas, Alexendrs was to @
cartain extent & victim of this ideology.
The change of poliey in 1979 is perhaps a
return to a more rational paths

Uhy in 1979 did the government reverse
its decision concerning Alexandra, especlally
gince they had attempted so hard for ao many
years to remove the place? While one may
answer that it was as result of Sam Butli's
appeals and actions, the T®&8l reasons go
Far deapet.

To undaratand the reason why Alexandra
was saved, together with communities like
Llenmore and Crossrosds, let us look briefly

and rathar crudely at the South AFrican
political aconomy in 19789, In the last decede

or so there has been & structural transg—
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formation of the South Africen economy, and
monopoly cepitalism has become dominant,.

This has had a wide range of repercussions

on aress such as employment, C'éihll intensity,
trade, the division of. labour, government and
ideology.
1960s despite a growth inm the economy and has

Unemployment had increased in the

become & structural Feature, a fact sven the
government is now coming to terms with., Im
the lsbour process, africans are increaasing=
ly oecupying semi=skilled positions. There ls
a8 growing identity of interest between
busineass and the state, and the traditional
cleavages along tha lines of nationalisms
are becoming less significant.

South African capitalism has thrown up
& whole series of contredictions and the
rether unigue cepitalist structure is golng
%o while thera

may be some suparficial changes baing made to

to have to change to survive.

aparthelid thare are alaoc some Tar reaching,
more genuine changes being made to -alter
South Africa from a rece to a more overtly
cless orientated soclety.

Sputh Africa's strategy for change, or
"total strategy' as PW Botha has termed it,
Firstly, there
is an attespt to mobilize ell of South Africa's
resources which includes the co=-ordination

involves flve different areas.

of private and public sector sctivities, and
the civil sction programmes of thes srmy in
Secondly,; there is the
building up of & strong militacy force,

this rural areas.

noing hand in hand with a growing militari=-
cation of our society. Thirdly, there is an

attempt to give people vested interest in the
stetus guo, There has at last besen a recogni-

tion of the permansnce of the urban black




population, and efforts are being made to make
the lives of this group easier and so to
croate an urben elite. Fourthly, those land-
less and unemployed that are not incofporated
into the powsr structure are identified as the
potential eneay anc are tightly controlled.
They are dumped into rural areas with no
mesens of escepea, It is important to bear in
mind that the relative privileges granted to
yrban africans are at tha expenss of Lntensi-
fied impoverishment in the rural areass. The
urban unemployed are resettled in the rural
aresas. And Ffifthly, there is & new flexibi-
lity ss regards racial dominationj so long as
class domination remains. For South Africa te
maintain essentisl links with imperiaslist
powers she can no longer afford to have the
image of a totaliterien state with deaths in
detention, bulldozing of housss and other
soemingly irrationsl sctions..

¥Yat despite state repression,resistance
is growing and the state and capitasl are
working hard to undermine it. And so they
defuse  potential flashpoints such as
Crossroads, Glenmore and Alexandra which
might become focuses of political mobilisstion
and struggle. This simultansously improves
Sputh Africa's imsge abrosd. This new flexi-
bility is simply there to undrecut resistence
gnd has no affect on the millions of other
wictime of removelsressttled less consplicuce=
1y

It seems that although Alexandra has not
received as much prominence as CrossToads or
Glenmore it has also become the subject of
Koornhofs new 'flexibility*. Once the state
is committed to permanent urban residentisl
rights for efricans, and is concernad with

creating an urban elite, the old motives Ffor
demolishing Alexandra Fall away and instead
it becomes ilmportant to co-opt Alexandra and
put it under tha seme degres of control as
other african residential townships. Because
Alexandrs was slways meant to "be going', the
provision of controls such as wide roads,
police stetions, strategicelly planmed open
spots; &8 well as Urban Bantu Councile or
Community Councils oid mot axist. Rany
pecple were able to live illegelly and with
their families more sasily in Alexandra than
in other Reef townships. Coloured people, as
well as some members of other racial groups
wite able to live in an integrated community
with little recial frictionm., The "informal
sector' could also thrive,

The strategy for Alexandra is to recognize
it as an urban residentisl area and use it
as & powerful inatrument in ce-opting africana
-ugpnrtp giving them & stake in the status
Quo .

One aof the first things that Vosloo saild
whan he announced the change in stete policy
towards Alexandra wes that there would be e
survey conducted to esstablish which Families
would gualify to stay in & redevealoped btown=
ship: Under the pretext of this survey they
would be sble to weed out "illegels' who
would then be sent to the "homelsnds'. 5Since
tha raprieve for employed "illegals" which
gava them permission to reglster and bacoms
"legal'; most of the 'illagals® in the urban
araas will be those people who are unemployed.
Thua the "homelands' become the dumping
grounds for all those who are not needed in
urban areas,; who are "unco-optable' and

who could cause unrest, Tha separation of
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the employed and unemployed also destroys the
solidarity of the ocppressed people.

The migrant workers living in Alexandra
have also been "saved' by Vosloo. They still
have to live in hostels, are denied pecmanant
residential rights; and are not allowed to
bring their families to the urban arsas.
Today a new 2 500=-bed hostel is belng built
without any but minor changes to previous
models. As long as migrant labour persists
the basic satructure of exploitation and
oppression in South Africe remains.

¥ho then has Voaloo "sesved'? He has
"gaved" those who have the correct permits
and who have the potential to hawve & vested
intersat in tha atatus guo. [In the govern—
ment's bid to create a "black middle class'
and in commerce and Industry's kesnness to
back up the government, they have becoma
concarned with the provision of sastisfectory
housing, educeatlion and social services.

Promises of plans for duplex flats, green balts

end shopping centres are on the one hand a

way of gaining support from people who aspire
to a suburban atatuas, and on the other an
indirect call to business and lﬂﬂultlrltﬂ
respond and provide assistance. The Urben
Foundation has beean wery Fforward in offering
assistance tq an Alexandra development project.

Plans are also in the pipeline to ests=
blish an Alexandra Town Council, presumsbly
with more powers than those of Community
Councile. The government's announcemant that
thay would "save' Alexandra Just sfter the
announcement of the Alexandra Liaison
Committee slections, was & powerful ploy
to gain legitimacy for the committes and the
elections.




"South Africe is a graveyard of predict-
iona' says Johnson, author of How Long Will

South Africa Survive?, and this is probably

g true for Alexendra in the Fubture as it has

baan for Alexandra in thas past. The guestion

to be enswered is will Alexendra be co-opted
and becoma & model township for those peopla
whom the government wanta to provide with some
vested interest; or will more powerful social
forces overtake these moves.

Notes:

1s. According to an explanatory memorandus
issued with the Aet; the Act made it possible
for the state to declare an area where

africans had acguired land, Lo bacome &n

urben location, This meant that provisions

of legislatien relating to afrieans Ln urban
areas would now apply to Alexandra. The Group
Areas Act now applied to Alexendre and mso
steps to move more coloured families out began,

2« Incidents reported in the newspapars
include: a) the case of 15 landowners who went
to court; eventually to the Supreme Court, and
appealed for an interdict demanding that na
persons be forcefully expropristed, They won
this but it was only a partial victory since
they still had to leave their homesj

b) one slderly man Fought the authorities
ginglehandad in his attempt not to be moved.
He went to court and to Jeil and it was only
sfter his release that he gave up and went

to live in Sowato.

3¢ The hostels cost A1 045 194 and A1 134 763
respectively to build, By 1973 the men's
hostel was full and & waliting list existed.
However; only 600 ocut of the Z 600 beds in the
women's hostel were occupied,; and was therefore
a finacial loass.

4, This involved the removal of 2 484 women
and 200 men from 156 blocks of Flats. The
sgtate devised a fersulas for the numbars aof
gervantes who could legally stay In flats

and people in excess of this number had to go.

5, Their grievences included heating, rent,
permits for visitors, bad treatment by

inspectresess, lack of hot water, patty
charges and arrests, and & lack of space.

6. This msant that they complied with regu=
lations laid down imn 1968, that only & man who
is over 21 years of esge; who is & South Africen
citizen, who gualifies to be in & prescribed
area (in terms of Section 10(1){a) or (b) of
the Urben Areass Consolidation Act) and whose
wife is legally in the area and who has
depandents may become the registersd tenant

of &8 house in & Bantu Residential Area.

T« T8% of the children of women at the hostel
mana'ed to Find places im the "homelends®
while the other 21, went to live with relatives
in other towns or on farms in white areas.

B8, The blueprint for the reconstructed

hostel town included B hostel complexes (6 for
men)- and recreational Facilities. HRecreational
facilities are often included in hostel plans
gsince recreation channels grievances, dissatis=
faection and frustration about work and living
conditions into soma harmless pursuit.

8; In anticipation of the move of all
coloured femilies all facilities for coloured
pecple (eg the school and graveyard) were
switched from Alexendra to other sreas. The
coloured people have as yet (January, 1980)
not beaen soved.

10, As wall as running & parieh in Alexandra
Rev Buti occupies a leading positiom in the
Sputh African Council of Churches.

11+ The plan included flats and new houses
but salid that the existing hostels should
remain.

12. Was there coerclion, felse promises and
misunderstandings that got peocple te vote?
Were the booths reslly es crowded as the press
made out, or was it a tactic to get the people
to véte? Or were people genuinely enthusias=
tic about the alectlions and prospects of
represantation? Was there any move to encourage|
8 boycott of the election? Unfortunaotely I
have not besn able to find enswers to thase
quastions,

'm_
e
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Letter from the editor, Star newspaper,
launching the Alexandra "wuplift' campaign.
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