
The State President

18 March 1988
PrIvate Bag 9080
Cape Town
8000

Dear Mr. /Jolha:

I wrile 10 lfOII In "'II capacfl!1 m:
General .se"rolary of Ihe SACC.
and on behalfoftl", chure" lead­
e,"" oj t/le SACC. The otlQCk!/Oll
"lC.dc on Archbts""P lUlu wllh
nogard to the petition prcscrucd
ro you daled the 29th F'eI:>i'uanJ
u~th his CO<lCri"!/lerlcr dared I
Murch'and rhe peaceful mon:h of
tllP churdl /.caders on tllP 291h
February I" Cap<' low" is 01
great <""On<'errJ to us.
IIrd,bls""P Thtu UXIS one of a
larrWgroup ojclturcl> leaders and
Ihi' di'rgy who marched. A peti­
llo" wu.~ drawn "l' olld signed by
25 church lead,,/"!<, We rhe....jore
are ("(lI\("crrl<'Cl that you ha...,
slngl,'Cl oul :he Ardwlshop for
'/""" ,,11,'<]0110.....' and wIsh 10 rell'
,'rot" rhol Ill,' nlart:h of wfllU'ss
olld prol"sr and rll<' pcWIon pre'
s"nl<'Cl 10 you arc actions rhat
"~.,,. raken by many alia en·
d''''.",,1 1"1 an "t.~'n .glL'<Jrer n"'n·
""r '!f dUlrch 1)<'01,1" I"."re wid
"lm:)(J(I.
17,,· r"osonJo.. tI"'se acl ions. bolh
'!f ,d,ich ,,~·r.. /x·o"'ful. ux:rc to
u·lr,,,·ss and proresr.

lal 10 l!'ir,,,','s ro rhe
'~Isl ""!I<>rir!J oj tI ...· IX'O/>!" IIllhls
....""'rq" "'h,, on' '" our porisllt·s.
111<11 ,,~> Ih.. d",rch I"aders. con­
,.'1 "rcq'l lilt' "'''l()(!l11 ocrs of
"1'1""'_'_';'''' of rI,rs f/U1'<'I'nn"·,,t
'171"s: " />ul.>/;,· oct. ill II ...•fonl! '10
11("".1,- ""'S 0 pul.>/Ic U'/rIl"SS ro
"ur ....'''''ri''''·,\("!I, Talks ""hind
,.1",,"('/ d".,rs with _'JOl,"'n->n"''''
I,·"d"rs hu',,' ,I<.» uellli·I.'Cd an'l­
1I,11I!1. Cllurd, lead"rs hm,,' OJI':"
,~>",,' tlU"'!1 hUJIlUwt.'Cl onri rl1<'
1"'''1,1,. 11"'11 n,/"-,.s,·,,t "r(' ""t
,,/01.. I" ,l'Ilru'ss :Ik'sc discus
S" OI'-'_ '/7". 1",.1< '?f s,,~... ·.'S <!f-'Udl
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meeling halJE' led many chur>::h
leaders 10 believe lhal such at ..
temprs ot change are hopeless.
especially where those In power
on! determined at all coslS to
malntoln wilite domlnotlon. and
oporil>eld.

fbi The protesl lJ)(lS

alnlCd at thego""mmelllln a non·
vk>!enf fH'<UCJul rlW11'ler. Our
protesl W<lS againsr the fi!II.t of
apartheid u)hidl U.>e observe and
experience In Sourl> Africa as port
oJrhe "evU in r/>e world.· 11>u.• we
proclaim to our people. In lhe
conIeXl af a dalj 10 dalj opprt>s·
sto" and dellumanlsorton of
aparrheld. flOW rnu'rlsljred
lhrough rhe effecli..., bannl"!/s of
org<Ulisatlon.< and lndlviduols.
rhat ·wrory agarn.,t evU In rhL,
u.or!d i.., guorantt't"d by our lLJl'd. "
W.· we bound ro proclalnl the
IJOspelln the C<FlIeXl of our expe­
rience of iry"usticc and "Ppm.<sion
In Sourh 1\frllca under rhe apart..
hdd gOVCl'nnlCnr. I would like 10
leI you know IhoI rhe mqlarlllj of
,,,e,,,be,",, of our cI,urc/les hlltot'
"..l.'t'r experienced oppression
and brutal suppression of lhelr
political <'''Pression from us by
Marxisr. IheANCarl/leSACI'.!2Y.l
under 'lour gouernmenl. We
stand and wUl be ogoinsr lotoll­
larialt/sm or W'!J kind. frT<:spcc­
live ofwho is frwolued and what­
ever Jdealoglcal poslllon 11",'1
hold. .

You asked Archbishop Tutu
wherher hls view of evU Includes
the strulmlc on behalf oj Chrisrl­
anrl!l. rhe Chrisrlan faith and
Jr=do", of Jallh 'lIld worship.
"!Joinst rl", forces ofgodlesslU'ss
and Marxhm. I"uur undcrsrand·
u"l and e.tP<'riL'"ce of II", struggle
Jar tile Clu1slw" Jalrh and JrC-"'­
dom ofJaUIt WI lVOI"shlp It, Ihls
land. U'C ftol-'C ro srruggle ''901nsr
/I",. forces of godl"ssness and
apartheld.Ior il i.., Ihe oparrheld
IJouernna'nl rJWI I"rerrupts
church servl...·s Will seeks ro
conIral Ilu1<'rol seruices. all of
Wllieh ore jJ<U't of I"e flutit·s wid
life of II,,· ellll"h.
I'"" u.<h~ll" ljOur WII"r wl".. rl",r
it ..< '1<>1 Ifue 1/"" rl", ChnsHan
,,"urdl k''''lus "" OII1<'r poWl'r
II,..,,, 'if" ",,,II,,llh. and no (Jllwr
""'SS'kJ" rh"" III<! II'"" IIlt'S'''.'/''
"fCI,risl. We .''''1 rhal aur ""','-

sage Is exacllylhat: we proclaim
fhe mcssoge ofCod's lovefar lhe
oppressed In litis land and OUr
messoge 10 lhem Is the message
of Cod:

.f/<IDI'!' nolhlng 10 do
",ith thefruliful deeds of
darkness bt<l rather e.q>Ose
them. For fils shameful even 10
mention. tltat lhe dlso1:>cdlenl do
In secret. nUl everyrhlng
exposed by the light bea>mes
lJlslble.jor fl is Ilghl thaI makes..
W", have expressed ourselves
fun:dully In lhl!l leuer­
el.'Cryrhing visible.· IEph 5:11·
13/.
W" under~rand our ncr/uittes 10
1><' based on lhe gospd OM that
our m::utdolc L~fro", God, Our
prop/lellc mission L' rlmt oj
Cod's Le. 10 prl'Ocll rhe good

news ofJrcednm to rhe lJOOr wtd
oppressed.
Ir IlXlS rhis tradilio" u,hid, the
propl",t .. of Israel rook lip whcn
II\l'Y pmrcsred agoln..., rhe
abused oj pou...:r by the ki"!/s.
Jesus also Jdentiflt-'Cl hunslo{{
with 11,,-' poor and II", dow,un::d·
d",,-
We feel theu this unprece<:!<'n/i'<!
oUack on lhe clergy ""'y be
po"lng rhe way for u stare
clampduwn on lhe chureh and
ill' witness to the lrulh. The
church throughout the ages has
barne rhe bruni of such oUacks
while rhe gouemmenr ha...,
CO">e wtd gone. We therefore.
pledge uursel""s to the gospel of
Christ against theJarces of elJil
oj lIus country In of a "",warder
oj peat:<, aroocJ JUSIft:t! for all

lm>spcclf<>e of tI>e conse·
'1uences.
To qual<' rhe church leaders
sraWmenr "if rhe state W<UlIS ro
acl 0901'1.1'1 1/'" church of Cod In
rhls COUnl '11 Jor proclainu1l!J the
gospd ""'" so be it."

Your., sincerely.

P/MNK CII/KANE: OJ 1£ /lEVI
Ce,,,,ral Secrerary
.sowh "fricon Cow\("U of
Churches
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The General Secretary

South African Council
of Churches
P.O. Box 4921
JOHANNESBURG
2000

Dcor llev. Chlkanc:

I hereby ackrl<>Wledge receipl oj
your leIter of 18 March 1988.
whlch Jread wllh" certClln me<J.S'

"'"" ofolorm and concern.
I om. swprts.-d at your I"f!acl""
~mIng my leUer to Arch·
htshopThlu. wh~hW<lsareply to
lhe pelftlon as well as to a leIter
he sent fliI me whenheforwarded
the pelUlon lD me. In!JOt'r letter
!JOt' referud 10 WI aflack I wa.s
suppoM"d lDha.... '''ade "onArch·
bIShop Thl.... wUh regard lD the
petlllon. his a>VerV1g "'11m". and
the matl:h oflhe church leaders.•
whlle !JOt' also as5f!l'1ed lhat I
"singled out the ArehWshop."
I"lrslly. the Mly reason why I
wrote lD Archblshop ThILl W<IS

becouse he wrote to me. l>ecause
he wa.s asked lD do SO by those
who matl:hed wlth hEm. 1/ Is as
slmplo! as that. I trust !hat your
Tf1>Iylng on his belualf does not
signify a motion ofno-con..flden<:e
In. the ArchWshop's hc>nd!lng qf
the matter. bul Jdld rJO{e lhe fact
!hat the S/!,CC apparenJ1y ""
longer belleues lhal lhe Arch·
bishop can ad and speak on Us
(sid b<!half.
S«ondIII. I did I"lO\f single oul the
Archbishop by recefl>In9 hUn In
Thynhuys . I handed the leller to

hUn al a meeting which lookplace
al his s~!/It: req....sl. lie asked
for the meetllWl
Thfldly. if you read my letter
pn;ope:rl.y. you wat a1sojlnd lhal I
did nor single out Itt.. Archbishop
In. lhat ellher. On lhe corurary. J
s~!Jl<:a1ry addres$<'d "you and
lheolhe,.,; who we", wUh I/OLl on
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rholdoy:"lhose who support thLo
pe~ "those whoCO'slgne:d the
peru",," "yow IndivfdLl<1l cap<rl'
Ues asmember.s." Yourol/.egatbn
ls I.herejor~ oj till truth.
In lllew qf lhL.s. QIld ofthe general
drifl of yoLL" letter. I wish to ad·
dreu youJrnnkly.
I grew up In. eru>ironl7ll!nt wtt..",
the U>rd. W<L'I serued, where lhe
Ioue oj Gad. His Church and Hls
word wa.s tl'<Jroiferred to me, and
which I cherl.sh In. my heart to Ihls
vety day. That Is why r strl.... to
condUCl my personal life. and my
.services as Slate Preslc/ent QC'

coming 10 lhe prlnt:/ple.s qf Itt..
Chrisllan fal.lh.

Thls Gooemment ha.s In. tJw llghl
qf lhe mJuage ofthe Blble. gont!

0Ul ofU.s wall to serve lhe people
qfthto: country. 10 broaden clemo<:'
racy. to remooe hurtful and dlll­
criminatory Iegllliation and socltd
pracllce.s. and top~ JO<' tJw
need.s ~J till on a .scale that III
found nowtt..re el.se on thls contt·
~N.

The QualUy oj life In. South I\{Iic<l
compares f<WO<Jl'Obly wtth the
b<!sl In I\{rica. How do you ex­
plain lhe fad that hundrnd.s q{

thousand.s ofcU1zeruJrom nelgh­
bourtng counlrlt!s~ across alU"
borders 10 _k Jood. WOI'"k.
heallh se,"""s and saJely In ow­
axtnlry which you sa mt.serably
mt.srepl"f!senl. ?
I ha.... !JC"'Ie OUl q{ my way to
Inutte leaders oj Black communi­
llt'.s. and also rellglou.s leader.s. 10

co-operale wllh me In. pursuing 0
Jus~ peoceful and prosperom
JUlu,efor till In. Soulh I\{rica and
0lU" reglon.Mony of them already
do ~
Ills lI1ert!fore dl.slurb/ng that you
ond others. who clatm 10 repre·
sent IheChLlrehoJChrtsl and lho­
word of Clod, act In lhe /m'.speon.

.sible W<Iy /hal you do.
You do not ne.sltaU! to .spread
mallclow Llntrulhs about Soulh
AJrica Iv.re and abroad. You
sho:>u!d be Jully aware of lhe
numerous misleading state'
ments concemlng local Supporl
frx sarocllons and frx tJw ANC.
a1legt.'<1 alrocUIt'.s by Itt.. .security
Jorces. /he treatment of !JOt'tM.
and IncJabricaUon ojfalse U!sll'
,""nyJores~la1ly ttt.. ouer.........



.....'dlo.
\'Oll b>lo and pra~ U_' """CI
Sl\C,' w(,h /is Alarml and <Uhl.'b.
lie kkdogy, Iand..",-. bombs
and ncckl«es~...Iilu lhe
"""", '-"rndous alrodlle>< /mag­
inabIto; and ""'" II'fnbnoce and
pa,Udpole In I~' eaU .fix
I.'iok~. ""'nod. -..dbu. In·
:;uNl."r11on and 1'll'OOI llon••

In "'b ...-ganJ !IOU y n!'C'Gll
Arrl'bUllOJ' Tul ... ·s slal,..,...""
during a lee'ure In SI rvur's Ca­
l'-'dm' In t9H4 ,I.'ho:rt n.. ....k1:
"If In.. Ht.s"'an,, .......... 10 awn!!' 10
So,,,,h AJrlM lorWy.lhcn mosl
',lock" ""10 ((:1.:'('1 eommunfsm as
"11.i,,rk' a,.' "lOlcnall~r",would
"J(Yt:w!• .' rh...", "" ""uIours."
\·ou "I(I'!} at... ,•..-all rhe Arrh·
bl~h(l"SOl/inri Ilonr 0.· olms ofllll.·
Sl\CC 01'" ,I ... ANC <Jr(' sl",lIor:
"ncl orld,'(/ I" /\IIo.. ro. O<-""'!Iiu. I"
J"'WO'1I, 1!IHIllhor:
ow,· />of"" ,.... (I"!I 10 ".:or lilA:'
le.,d•.,.,. oj rh". W'·."""" ,lJOrld SU!I
,,,,. "lew ",/II, rl.· ANC ",I"d,
-.g1,1 10 eI,u,'!"#<' an "'1Iusr :;y."
'e", po.....:..J,"'!I. "".-I '''''W S<"nI

I"''' rtta arm." f!f rile "'fU!')9lc be­
<"<-lUst' ,I..• W•.,., "band........, us."

11... Sl\CC. ft' il ""I"""'" f!f ,he
Kall'O/l /.lor.........". appc>rcrl//y
(('!/lII'tI" ......"',,<nt...'" a... a ",yrlt.
,....1 ir, II" 0l'fYl"ant'C f!f 1M

II""",· '''..-1,,''''101' ond lhe
•~,....-,k" .<i"." ..,••u. •'-'ph':;scd
~",.,....... ,,,, ,........" .. ,.... tI....I<'....,.I·
ft..., ,,,.1 '" ..,.',,,r,, ,~,,,,.~, Sourh

Air. ", ..-1 ""I""on.fur " •• Man<--
I.., " .,.;" n'......
" b .01,..· , ,I"" C_1. and 1Iv!
('1.,...1, '1 Coni ",I"', I also b-.e
.....1 "' ....... ror' bl' "bus«1 and
I<,.~,,,,.d fn II,'.~ .....,,,• ..-; 'hal inril·
,...1",,1 II. '",l.oI'r~ ,111..-. rU'rfl!l 'I-'ho
d"l", I" ,., ""~",,,,!#<.,-,. '1 God.
<If" '" "'"W!I "~'~';''f19'''r"c!f"'"
''''''I ", ...11".r,',.1 "'''fl<' pmading
'" II.' ,l,~". "',,' f,It'iI'!/ v.'hilJd
II,. '1>'" ,,," '.' ,'II'~' CI",...I.., anti
,,,.,,,,,,,1 "'I,,,r~,,I"rl ":I""'''o'ion,
II" '" "'" ""!I"fl' ", In I!~' d.:{onno·
I"~' ""dl!ll.~c "''''''rl'' ,I.. , prot'­
(""""",,, .., ("I.,,' ~.. r"II<'tI til>­
.',,,,It,,, ""~~'_I'I "
I' ,J". ,""". Ii",,' ..·S,".....,ib/..

• lu"..J, ~ ',u', ·r... ",J.., 1'"....1,,1'" ,h,·
It,,,, '."1"'1 ", (·J".,~r.I"""',,," .. '
I'''' '"." rl"'" .,,,·,,r W"' .. fluin,;·
.1,,:., I ""., " "~"I''''''''I ,,/ ~II<......•
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b!i lOOse who Jwwe e~ lhe
..."'-
The SACC claims 1O~.sentlhe
ChrUlltItIs c!f South I,jrfco. Yri
you ..... .....-.elhatonlll about_
1*"*,'11 of lofOW" II .....,. dnt.>n
.frvm lhis c:ounIr\f • not a.n
~ 10 J>OI/ lP'U" <>Wn saIanJ
<Jnd~S, .."..... all lofOW""""
liJII,,"s-~frvmaboanL
ClvUtIans q{ South Nrb .....
I~ }ldl/jI«J b <1Sk;- just
who do you /ftOlJJI rrpnRnt? I
InJslIMr you ",',admlr lhat~
..... mJlIons q{ChrIsllans oryanf.
-.J. In a mulrf./l.de q{ dE,MWnin<:I·
lions In Soul" AJriro who ..... not
""""w"r" q{ the Sl\cc. "nd who
rtjecr ,n.....oo on whk'h lheSl\CC
ho" embarleed.
I loa...: rlOICd aJf'e<lJIy of tUmour
and <'xpcc:lolk>rl n.-.gaidUW PO"­
sfl>lc ocrion b!i rhe Got.>emmcfll
""laln.~1 cerr"ltl ItIcnobcrs of rhe
('l<-rgy, I see "" reoson Jor th/$,
unr..ss IhelJ IWcc parl In ",,/.>vel'
.•1.... onll roco/Ulionary OC:lfvilie",
IJw j"dglng on au... rea<:'ion In
ccrlaln eI...les, II doc" seem as if
sonIC1'<,.,,,,10: wonl Ill" hnpf><"l. or
ho..... renson If;I b«l1eVll! rhal /I
should hoppm.
, ,...,.....SI you ...ryenlly no! l<>
obaw rhejh.oak'..n ofm/gion cud
"-"""Ship. cud lhe gooc/wlIl of lhe
~ cud lno: 000cmmmI of
Sowh I!frbJ'" lhe pursuance of
xa.lar cud l'll'OOIullonary~
11t-'l'S_ In lno: no:une of Cod cud In
lhe~ ofUUl!' CfvU:flanlly' c:G/l
Ufl'Orlyou l<>bII!me~soflhe
IIW' Clrfsllal m~1c>n. <Jnd """ of
IofanL'fsm and alhrism.
IlcllgfoC<s JIl!ftbn b lhe aJrTVr

sfOnio ofproper human tfg#IIS. II Is
wdI knownfod lha' SouIh AjrlM
b a C:OUnlty which cheri$Iv!s cud
safeguard" JrC!f!don' of mlg""'­
£10..", In IIIC "mW'd jonoe" more
lI"'n one hundred d!lfcrent de­
n"r"lnal""'" "f"(' acllvdy engaged
In Itta pn:'Orhlnrl of Ihe Gospel
I" 'his (('!/<lid /I /$ ironic lhar you
!JOU""''if chnJwl19'd rhurcht's In
Sourh "-""'0 10 pro<1ldL! mln/$Iry 10
,,,.. !<'nvrf.sr "MXJl!nlfmlS, whri.e 01

,he sa",,, lillie 'ullhdrawV>g rltap·
r"l",.purtl'he SAlJf'7
I Om ""OOl'.£'(/ rl,ar you a.~ 1!I<o/".
fli"" e"" """'IJOn' ,,"" and 1/,.,
c"""'...", ..." '~~rh InllllOfOl and
l,,,,'le,,s 1'<,,,11,' f/:f<'fT"tod 10 In
E#,lk'sia"" 5:/11:1. ,,~,i1e ~flo>ling

Ep"".1ans 4;3l;
"In aU bUl_n, cud wmth.
cud~ and damaur cud...,a
spcokfng be put ClWOfof Jrom you
with all mal""";" and
also Eplwsltltls 5,.-9; "For !he
JtUU of lhe Sp(r* b In all gocd.
ness cud rfghIftousness and
~"'-.
In Ih& Ip4rlt I c:aU upon !he co­
~ of all dwn:Iws and
chwrh 1eadI!r. II:>wafds CI'I!Qt/ng

~ <Jnd good"'"' a"""19 !he
peopln ofow Iatd.Jar !he '-­
III f!f !he Ctwn:h ofChrfst.
In eandus/on, I ...->J I<> pul a
queslfon ID lhe Sl\cc. We an
both oor{esslng /hal ..... ..... JoI..
rou.--sofCluislln Iplnofallow
hum.." wt"Okneswl. CMs[., os
Jarall ..... know, CIfl'<!"ly lOOkpart
In !he spreod/n() oj lhe Gospel
during Ill<! lall l~ l,/<!QI'I oJhis
life on eol1h. Can you quote Of'k!'

•single lnsl"rlI:eJrom I~ Word oj
Cod In whl.:h f.I ""pears thol
Chris I advocalcd vIolence
Gl!1Olnsl Ill<! Slole; or Iec/ a
de"oort.'l/Tolb... c.ogolnsllhe Slow;
or broke "'aw qf lhe 51(1/e?

Your, slntt'r<!ly,

PWBOTHA
STATE PRESIDENT
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