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Africa supports ANC demands 
on negotiations as a solution 
T H E A N C recently took 

the init iative of mapping 

out the path towards any 

possible se t t l ement o f 

political conflict of South 

A f r i c a t h r o u g h 

negotiations. 
After canvassing opinions in­

side and oulsidc Ihc country the 
A N C developed a position. Sup­
port for the A N C guidelines was 

sought from the African coun-
tries so that there could he a truly 

African position on the resolu­
tion of the South Afr ican conflict. 

What came oul of these efforts 
by the liberation movement was 
the Declaration O f the Oau Ad -
hoc Committee O n Southen Af­
rica which incorporated A N C 
negotiation guidelines. 

The Declaration as the Afr ican 
position on a negotiated settle­
ment of the South Afr ican polit i­
cal conflict was given ful l support 
by countr ies under the Non-
Aligned Movement. 

It is expected that the interna­

t ional community through the 
United Nations wi l l find no di f f i ­
culty in supporting the O A U ' s 
position. 

Inside South Afr ica the docu­
ment was endorsed by over 4000 
delegates a t tend ing the Con­
ference For A Democratic Fu­
ture (CDF) , on 9 December. 

NUM News publishes the ful l 
text o f the O A U Declaration on 
a negotiated settlement in South 
Af r ica as a contribution to the 
developing political situation. ANC leader Oliver Tambo 

— —T-r-r 

text of OAU 
I. PREAMBLE 

1,0, The people of South Africa, sing* 

ly, collectively and acting through the 

O A U , are engaged In serious effort* lo 

establish peace throughout the conti ­

nent by end ing a t l c o n f l k l s through 

negotiations based on the p r i n c i p k of 

Justice and peace tor a lL 

2 . O . W e r e a f f i r m our c o n v i c t i o n 

w h k h history connrnis that where colo-

nial racial and apartheid dumlna i lon 

exist, there can nellher be peace nor 

Justice. 

3,0. Accordingly, we rei terate tha t 
white nir apartheidnystem I n S o u t h \i 
r k a persists, the peoples of our conti­
nent as a whole cannot achieve Ihe 
f u n d a m e n t a l ob ject ives o f j u s t i c e , 
h u m a n dignity and peace which are 
both crucia l I n themselves and fun­
damental lo the l iabi l i ty and develop­
ment o f Africa. 

4 .0 . W i l h regard Iff. the reg ion u f 

Southern Africa, the entire continent Is 

vitally Interested l h a l Ihe process I n 

w h k h I I is Involved, k u d l n g to Ihe com* 

p k l e and genu ine Independence o f 

Namibia , as wr l l as peace Ln Angola and 

M o z a m b i q u e , should succeed In the 

shortest possible time. Equally; Africa 

U deeply concerned lhal Mi. dcslabillsa* 

lion by South Africa of a l l (In- countries 

in ihe region, whether through direct 

aggression, sponsorship uf surrogates, 

economic subversion or other means, 

should end Immediately* 

5.0. W e recognise the reality that per­

manent peace and stability in southern 

Africa can be achieved only when Ihe 

system of apartheid in S.A has been l i q . 

u ida led and SA I r a n s f o r m e d I n t o a 

u n i t e d , d e m o c r a t i c and n o n - r a c i a l 

country. W e therefore reiterate lhal a l l 

ihe necessary m e a s u r e s should he 

adopted now to br ing a speedy end to Ihe 

aprtheid system, tn the I n t e r n ! * or all 

the people of southern Africa, our conti ­

nent and the world at targe. 

M I W e bclkve that, as a rcMill or Ihe 

l iberat ion s l n i g x k and internat ional 

pressure against apart j ield, as well as 

global efforts to liquidate regional con­

f l icts, possibi l i t ies exist Tor fur ther 

movement towards Ihe resolution of Ihe 

p r o b k m s facing the people of S A For 

these possibill lks lo k a d to fundamen-

tat change tn SA. Ihe Pretoria regime 

must abandon its abhorrent concepts 

and practices o f racial dominat ion and 

its record of failure to honour agree­

ments, a l l of w h k h have already re* 

nulled in Ihe loss of so many Jives and 

Ihe destrucllon of much properly I n Ihe 

countries of southern Africa, 

7.0. W e reaf f i rm our recognition of 

the right or a l l peoples, including those 

of SA, to determine their own destiny 

and work out for Ihemsehes the Jnslllu-

l ion and the t y a t c m of government 

under w h k h they w i l l , by general con* 

senL live and work together to build a 

harmonious sockty. The O A U remains 

committed to doing everything possibk 

and necessary to assist the peopk of SA, 

I n such ways *s Ihe represenlalh-es of 

I h e o p p r e s s e d m a y d e t e r m i n e , lo 

achkve this objective. W e are certain 

that, arising f rom lis duty lo help end 

Ihe c r im ina l apartheid system, Ihe real 

of Ihe world communi ty Is ready lo < v 

tend similar assistance u* the peopk of 

Set 
8.0, W e make Ihese commitments be­

cause we believe l h a l a l l peopk are 

h u m a n dignity and respect, regardless 

of colour, race, sex or creed. W e belkve 

thai alt men and w o m a n have Ihe right 

and duly to par lk lpa le i n the i rown gov* 

e r n m c n l . a* equal members of society. 

So Individual or group of individuals 

has any right to govern others without 

their consent The apartheid system vl -

otalesall these fundamenta l and univer­

sal principle*. Cornrclry c h a r a c k r b e d 

•ft • c r ime against humani ty it Is re­

sponsible for the d e a l h of countless 

numbers of people In SA. It has sought 

lo ckhumanlse entire peoples, i t has 

Imposed a brutal war on the whole re­

gion of southern Africa, resulting tn u n ­

told loss of life, drslrocli«*n of property 

and massive displacement of innocent 

m e n , women and children- The scourge 

nnd affront lo humanity ifiusl be foughl 

- r -.i eradicated in its totality. 

9.0. Wfl have therefore supported and 

continue lo support alt Ihose In SA who 

pursue this nobk objective through pol­

i t i c a l , a r m e d a n d o t h e r f o r m s o f 

struggle. We bclkve I his lobe our duly, 

carried oul in the interest of a l l h u ­

mani ty . 

10.0, Whi le extending this support lo 

those who strive for a non-racial and 

democratic society In SA* a point on 

which no compromise r> possibk, we 

hove repeatedly expressed o « r pref-

r r rnce of a solution arr ived at by peace­

ful means. W e know that the majori ty 

of the people of SA mnd their l iberation 

movement whu have been compelled to 

lake u p a r m s , have also upheld this po­

sition fur many decades and continue lo 

do so. 

11.0. The position contained In this 

Declara t ion and consistent w i l h and 

with and are continuat ion of Ihose ela­

borated In the Lusaka Manifesto two 

decades ago. They take Info account Ihe 

changes that have taken place in south­

ern A f r i ca since the mani fes to was 

adopted by the O A U and the resl of the 

internat ional community- They con* 

stilute a new cha lknge lo Ihe Pretoria 

regime to jo in in the noble effort lo end 

the apartheid system, an objective lo 

w h k h Ihe O A U has been commit ted 

f rom its very b i r t h 

12.0. Consequently, we shall continue 

lo do everything in our power lo help 

Intensify the l iberation s t r » « k and In ­

ternational pressure again* ! Ihe system 

of apartheid unt i l IhL* system Is ended 

and SA Is transformed Into a united. 

democra t ic and n o n - r a f la l country. 

w i t h Justice and security for a l l its 

citizens. 

13.0. I n kecptngwlth this s o k m n re­

solve, and responding directly to the 

wishes of Ihe representative* or Ihe ma-

Jorlly of ihe peopk of SA. we publicly 

pledge ourselves to the positions con­

tained hereunder. W e are convinced 

l h a l Iheir Jmpkmenta l lon »"1 k a d lo a 

speedy end of Ihe apartheid system and 

therefore open ing of a new dawn o f 

peace for a l l the peoples o f Africa, in 

w h k h racism colonial dominat ion and 

white minority rule on our conlinent 

would be abolished forever. 

II. STATEMENTS OF 
PRINCIPLES 

I I " W e bclkve that a conjuncture or 

circumstances exKt which. I f there Is a 

d e m o n s l r a b k readiness on Ihe part uf 

Ihe Pretoria regime to engage In nego­

tiations genuinely and seriously, could 

create the possibility to end apartheid 

through negotiations. Such an event* 

ualily would be an expression of Ihe 

l o n g s t a n d i n g preference of Ihe ma-

Jorlly of live p e o p k o f SA lo arrive a t a 

political s c l l k m c n L 

15.0. W e would therefore encourage 
the people o f SA, ft* part of Ihe overall 
struggle, lo gel together and negotiate an 
end to the aprtheid system and agree on 
al l the measures that are necevsary to 
t ransform their country Into a nun-
racial democracy. W e support lite posj. 
l ion held by Ihe majori ty of Ihe penpk of 
SA l h a l Ihese objective*, and not Ihe 
a m e n d m e n t or re form of Ihe apartheid 
system, should he the aims of Ihe nego* 

barton 
16.0. W e are al one with Ihem lhal the 

outcome of such a process should be a 

new constitul lonal order based on tlie 

following principles, amongst others: 

1 6 . 1 . S.A s h a l l become a u n i t e d , 

democru lk and non-racial stale, 

16.2. A l l Its peopk shal l enjoy c o m ­

m o n and equal c l l i / enshlp and nat ion­

ality, regardless of race, colour, sex and 

creed. 

1 6 A All its people shxul have Ihe right 

lo participate m the government and 

adminIs l ra t ion o f the country o n the 

basks of a universal suffrage exercised 

through one person one vote, under a 

c o m m o n voter's role. 

16.4. Alt shall have to right lo form 

and jo in any pol i t ical par ly of their 

choice, provided l h a l this is nol further­

ance of racism. 

16.5. All shall enjoy universally recog­

nised h u m a n rights, freedoms and civil 

liberties, protected u n d e r a n entrenched 

B l l lo fK lghLv 

16.6. SvA shal l have a new legal system 
which shall guarantee equality for a l l 
before the law, 

16.7. S-A shal l have an Independent 

and non- r a c l a l j u d k l a r y . 

16*8. There shal l be created an ccon-
o m k order that shal l promote and ad­
vance the w e l l * b e i n g o f a l t S o u t h 
Africans. 

16.9. A democratic SA shall respect 

Ihe rights* sovereignly and territorial In­

tegrity of a l l countries and pursue a pol­

icy o f peace, f r k n d s h t p and mutual ly 

beneficial co-operation wi lh al l peoples* 

W e bc lkve tha i agreement on ihe 

above p r i n c i p k s shal l constitute the 

foundation for an Internationally ac-

ceptabk solution w h k h shall e n a b k SA 

lo lake lis rightful place us an equal 

partner among the Afr ican and world 

community of nations. 

III. CLIMATE FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS 

111,0, Together w i l h the resl or Ihe 

world, we bclkve that II is essent ia l be­

fore any negotiations can take place, 

lhal the necessary cl imate for negotia­

tions be created. The apartheid regime 

has Ihe urgent responsibility to respond 

positively to this universally acclaimed 

demand and thus create this c l imate. 

19.0, Accordingly, the present regime 

should, a l Ihe very kast: 

19.1, Rekase all p o l i l k a l prisoners 

and detainees uncondit ionally and re­

frain f r o m imposing any restrictions on 

them. 

19.2. Li f t a l l bans and r e s l r k l l o n * on 

al l proscribed and restricted organisa­

tions and persons, 

19.3. Remove al l Iroops f r o m the 

township*. 

19.4, E n d the slate of emergency and 

repeal a l l kgts la l lon, such a* and In ­

cluding the Internal Security A c t de­

signed lo circumscribe p o l i l k a l ftClMty, 

19.5. Cease al l political trials and pol­

itical executions. 

20.0. i in-NT measures are necevsary lo 

produce conditions in which free poill l* 

caidiscuvslon can take p lace -anessen­

tial conditions lo ensure that the peopk 

Ihemsehes participate in Ihe process of 

re-maklng their country. The measures 

listed above should therefore precede 

negolia lions. 

IV. GUIDELINES TO 
THE PROCESS OF 
NEGOTIATION 

21.0. W e support Hie * lew o f Ihe llbe-

ration movement lhal upon ihe creation 

of this c l imate, Ihe process of ncgolfa* 

tions should commence along Use fot* 

lowing lines: 

21 .1 . Discussions should lake place 

between Ihe l iberat ion movement and 

Ihe South Afr ican regime lo achkve Ihe 

suspension or hostilities on both sides 

by agreeing to a mutually b inding cease* 

ftre, 

21.2. Negotiations should then pro­

ceed lo establish Ihe basis for Ihe adop­

t ion of a new constitution by agreeing 

o n , among olhers. the principles I n ­

it ialed above. 

21.3. Having agreed on Ihese pr inc i ­

ples, Ihe parties should then negotiate 

Ihe necessary mechan ism for drawing 

up Ihe new constitution, 

21.4. T h e par l ies shal l def ine and 

agree on the rote to be played by Ihe 

Internat ional community in ensur ing a 

successful t ransi t ion to a d e m o c r a t k 

order. 

21.5. The parties shal l agree on the 

formation of an In ter im government to 

supervise Ihe process of drawing up and 

adopting a new constitution govern and 

administer Ihe country as will as effect 

the transit ion lo a democra tk order. 

Including the holding o f e k c l l o n v 

21.6. After the adoption of Ihe new 

constitution, all armed hostilities will be 

deemed lo have furmally tcrmlnalcd^ 

21.7. 1 MT l u p a r t the Internat ional 

community would l i f t the sanctions thai 

have been imposed againsl apartheid 

SA. 

22.0. The new SA shall qualify for 
membership of Ihe OAU. 

V. PROGRAMME OF 
ACTION 

23.0. I n pursuance of Ihe objectives 
slated I n Ihis document Ihe O A U hereby 
commits iLselfto: 

3 .1 . I n f o r m governments and Inter­

g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

throughout the w o r l d . Inc luding the 

N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t , the U N 

Genera l Assembly, Ihe Security Counci l , 

the C o m m o n Wea l th and other* of these 

perspectives and so lk l l Ihr t r suppor t 

23.2. Mandate the r'ronltlnc Stale*, 

acting as Ihe representatives of Ihe O A U , 

to remain seired of Ihe k*uc of a poli l l -

cal solution of Ihe South Afr ican ques­

tion. 

23.3. Step up around support for Ihe 

South Afr ican l iberation movement and 

campaign In the resl of the world In 

pursuance of this objective. 

23.4. Intensify Ihe campaign for m a n -

datory and comprehensive sanctions 

against apartheid SA. I n Ihis regard. 

Immediately mobilise againsl Ihe res­

chedul ing of Pretoria's foreign debts, 

and work for the Imposit ion of a m a n -

dalory oil embargo and ihe ful l observ­

ance by a l l c o u n t r i e s of I h e a r m s 

embargo. 

23.5. Ensure tha i Ihe Afr ican conl i* 

nen l does not relax existing mensurrs 

ror the total Isolation or aparthe Id S A 

23.6. Continue to monitor Ihe sl iu-

ul lon in Namib ia and extend al l necess­

ary support to Swapo In ILs struggk f»r 

a genuinely Independent Namib ia . 

2 X 7 . Kxtend such assistance as llie 
governments of Angola and M o / * m . 
blque may require In order lo set ore 
peace for their peoples. 

2 3 A Render povsibk assistance hi 

Ihe Frontl ine slates lo e n a b k Iheni lo 

withstand Pretoria's campaign or ag ' 

gression and dcslahilisatiun and e n a b k 

I h e m to continue lo gite Iheir al l -round 

support lo Ihe people uf Namib ia and 

SA. 

24.il, We uppeal In all people of gi*»d-

w | l | throughout Ihe wurid lo sup|Mtrl 

Ihis programme of action as u nrtessary 

measure lo secure the earliest Jitjiudu 

l ion uf Ihe apartheid ststem and lltr 

t rans format ion «f NA inh i a uuitrdT 

democratk and non-rat ta ! t m m l r y 

http://24.il

