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VENDA INDEPENDENGE

FRAUD

STOP MPHEPHU BEFORE IT IS T0O LATE!

n the I3th September, 1878, we the oppressed people of South
Africa will be saddled with yet another bogus 'indcpendent’
Bantusian, the so-called Venda Homeland. The apartheid discase 1e
rﬂtq with ite ultimate aim of breaking up South Afrieca into

witted tribal wiits which will continue for political, military
and economic reasons to take orders from the Fretoria racists.

We know from experience that Dantustan 'independence' merely
means that black puppets adninister the apartheid system in the
Bantustan areas for their masters in Pretoria. In the Transkei
and Bophutatswana the living conditions of the people have worsen-
ed, like in the rest of South Africa - higlir prices, nore
unemployment, more migrant labour, more forced remowvals, and oven
higher taxcs than before ' ' 80 a8 to keep the Mangope s
and Matanzima's in lwary. Those who refuse to take out citizen-
ship cards are subjected to various forms of repression. Detentions
and torture are routine, like in ihe rest of the apartheid state.
And those of us living in so-called white South Africa know how

‘independence' has increased Lhe fear of being deported overnight
to an unknown ‘homeland’ where we have no homes or jobs.

MILITARY BUILD-UP

It is clear that Mphephu intends to impose 'independence’ on Lhe
inhabitants of the Venda Bantustan with the same ruthlessness as
his fellow traitors and Matanzima. lie has just oponed
three new police stations, and is building a RS500,000 high-security
prison. Mphephu has declared war on us! At the same time the
Botha regime is preparing for 'independence’' by bnvilding large
military bases, aircraft landing strips and mountain roads - why
all these preparations if, as Mphephu and his white masters claim,
we accept Venda 'independence’?

Venda's short and lamentable history of 'homeland’ tribal
politics started with what were then called Tribal Authorities - one
or more tribal chiefs were clubbed together arbitrarily and '
promised some semblance of local administration. It was at this
time, we shall remember, that the Pretoria macists occupied
thamselves with tribal division, placing an emphasis on tribal
identity, tribal pride and language purity instead of national
identity and pride and language growth. We all remember the harmony
that existed before, the inter-marrisges, language and cultural
interaction that were and are the order of the day.

At that time Pretoria imposed a boundary on us, called the Zig-
Zag Line, moving from somewhere around River-plaats, down Mbokota
and Mashamba, Masia, Kuruleni, Pfukane, Shirindi, Piet Booi. We
should remamber that this line was made zig-zag so that it should
satisfy nobody...and what We started fighting amongst
ourselves for this or that plece of land. Imagine how the loud
lagnter of satisfaction echoed throuch the cvrridors of the Union
Buildings as we tore at one ancther's throots - Vondas, Shangoans,
Pedis. And as we battled it out smongst ourselves, the poople

responsible for the fighting came to us as pencemakers!
PRETOHRIA'S PUPPET QIIEF

The stage was now set for the Boers to divide us further. The
Vermbe Authority was given the more enotive name of Thoho
ya Ndou (elephant head) Territorial Authority. Mpheplm was built up
by the Pretoria regime as the leader of the Venda people using the
fact that he is a traditional chief. It should be noted that
whenever traditional chiefs oppose the white supremacists, they are
removed. In contrast, the positive elament of tradition whereby e
chief who worked sagainst his people could be thrown out by them, no

exists. ﬂﬂuhmmlttﬂtl‘! people of the
%’Erhntl.’un t0 DUr OpPPressSors.

We shall remember that last year the racisis tried to give
Mpheplu's position of control some semblance of honowr and
credibility by calling on the people to vote for 'their leader’.

. A far as we are concermned, he is not our leader
because he wants this sham independence which is
the people, which robs us of our South African citizenship,
his so-called independence that will keep us as & labour pool for
'white' South Africa, that has allowed rich areas= like New England

Albasin to belong to the whites. We voled out because

is sgainst the struggle of the people for genuine independence.
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Froesident Tambe introduces Comrades 7.7
and Joo Mogdise, both members of the HEC,
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On the other hand, we voted for those who were not just agminst
Mphephu but ageinst sham independence. We voted for these people
bocause we were ready to struggle with them for our rights. In
other words, we were not voling for individuals but for our
interesis, for the interests of the poople of South Africa.

Fellow countrymen, things have since changed. Certain individuals
have changed and moved away from the people. It seoms that the
detentions and torture of some of Mpheplu's opponents (after the
VIP defeated him in the Bantustan elections last year) have caused
sare of these opponents to backtrack on the question of fake
independence. Ddd they think when they opposed Mphepbu and the
fascist regine that things would be easy for them? Our national
leader, Comrade Nelson Mandela, has taught us by his own 1life the
meaning of his words: “No easy walk to frecdor’.

The people have a right to an explanation of (his clhange in the
position of those individuals. We as a people must not sit down
and hopw: that all is well; we must not trust that anyone i acting
correctly now jusi bocause he did so last year. If last year it
was MO Lo 'lLudepencence', why is it YES this year - whon the
struggle against it should be higher Lhan ever before?

While we domand an explanation and a return to the principle of
anti-indeprudence from thosc who have weakened, let us not waste
time or be confused by argumnts. We know that we do not want
apartheid anc its Bantustans. We therefore reject this independence
on the I3th of Septamber and we should verk againet it as we did
last wyoar. -

*N¢ call on the prople of the Venda Lantusinn to registef your
opposition to the Bantustan sciwme. loycoit all the owny's
"independence celebrations”. Aefuee to work on all the projects
connectod with the “eelebrations™. Oderupt these projects by all
means at your disposal.

*¥We call on the youth and students of the Venda Bantustan to
demonstirate in actlon your opposition to Bantustans as you did so
hervically in 1976-77. Follow the example of the students at
Thengwe High School, who refused to listen to Mphephu's messengers
*Ne call on all patriotic VIP members and supporters to continue
with the original and popular anti-independcnce stand. We further
call on you to mobilise the population for direct action against
the 'independence’ sell-out.

*¥We call on all democratic organisations to organise patiomnwide
ection against Venda °independonce’.

START NOW. STOP NPHEIGHU AND RIS CLIQUE BEFOARE IT IS TOC LATE:
Mol e Mo 7, July, Year of the Spear.



CALL TO WOMEN

ON AUGUST 9TH

SOUTH AFRICAS WOMENS DAY

llow compatricta.
| L&tm, Slaters and Mothers of owr cowntry,

In the history of our women's strugele for notional liberation,
August 9th, 1856, stands out strikingly as a day glorified by the
heroic women's march to the Union Buildings in Pretoria, the
citadel of racist oppression of the white minority law-makers. It
was the climax of various demonstrations throughout the country,
when more than 20,000 women of all races, under the leadership of
the Federation of South African Women, defiunlly converged on
Pretoria to protest at the extension of the pass laws to African
women and to domand the sbolition of passes. i

The unity in action demonstrated by our women then is the out-
standing feature of August 8th, the day which has since been
recognised as South Africa’s Women's Day. Our leaders of that day
have been scattered by apartheid repression: banned, banished,
detained, imprisoned, exiled - but still fighting: The new
generation of young women in the struggle grew up after the
baoning of the African Mational Congress and its Women's League,
and the crippling of the Federation of 5.A. Women. But
building on the experience and contribution of the women
in 1956. Within the national liberation
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In this Intermational Year of the Child, we should reflect on
our duties as mothers who have brought children into this
divided society, where the racist oppressors expect us to offer
tham nothing but our tears and our blood. Sincc 1876 our children
, detained and tortured in their hundreds for
ir rights, for following in the foot-
injustice. The
the United Nations are denied
As mothers we must encourage
of the youth in struggling for
sons and daughters to seek the
oppressors’ lies and distortions. We must
and sisters who have taken

children
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Africa, we need ONE
IC WOMEN"S ORGANISATION. Ther formation of such a
body should not be the task only of damocratic women and women's
It is the responsibility of all progressive organisations
in South Africa, their male and fawmle merbers alike, to help
initiate such an organisation by calling & national women's
conference for that purpose. The task of mobilising women should
fall on all those conmitted to our liberation, not only the women.
A national women's organisation would be a means of drawing in
more and more women into active resistance to their oppression by
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B Year of the Child, this %ear of the Spear,
Section calls on all patriotic women to come

on August Sth to prepare for united action in the battles
Only through struggle is our victory certain!

Again in the Ban ; Where women form such a high

e LU0 MADAGASCAR
shortuave, 49 metre band, 6135 Kz, & to 3 p.m. daily

RADIO LUSAKA

shortuave, 25 metre band, II, 880 KNs. Sunday 7 to 8 p.m.
Monday to Saturday: 6.I0 to 7 pum., iftduugy I0.05 to IO, 30 p.m.

RADIO LUANOA
shortuave, 40 and 30 metre bande; mediumuave, 27.6 metre band
7.30 p.m. datily

RADIO TANZARIA = Extemal Service (Dar as Salaam)
ghortuave, J9 metre band, IS,415 Kis

8.15 p.m. Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Friday.
§.I5 a.m. Tuesday, Thureday, Saturday.

Wiehahn & Riekert

THREAT TO BLACK UNIDNS

The democratic trade wiion movement and all the patrioiic [orces
of our cowntry have rightly attacked the nev legislation based om
reccemendations of the ime's commigeions headed by
tta loyal servants, Wehalm and Riekert.

Of course, any commission appointed by our oppressors was bound
to meke recomendations to strengthen the system of white
privilege, not to weaken it. Some circles would have us believe
that discrimination in employment would have been eradicated if
only the rogime had accepted all of Wiehahn's proposals as they
stand. This is untrue. The motives, spirit and basic principles
of the Wishahn report form the basis of the regime's White Paper
and subsequont Industrial Conciliation Amendment Bill, even if
they differ in some details. Indeed, Wiehahn limself declared that
he was satisfied with the White Paper. What is nore, he has been
touring the Western capitals trying to defuse the internatiocnal
campaign to isolate fascist South Africa, arguing that the Wiehahn
and Riekert Commissions herald the start of a new era - the
dismantling of apartheid by the racists thamselves.

Far from it! The new era of Wiehehn and Riekert represents an
intensified and more sophisticated attack on the forces for change.
While pretending to grant trade union rights to African workers,
tightening control over black workers

jobs. As for Riekert's pretence at easing the pass laws, he is
instead creating & more efficient system of influx control.

All these manoceuvres by the racists are part of their broad new
strategy to preserve discrimination and exploitation while appear-
ing to be gradually eliminating them; and to try and win over
some sections of the black population into the apartheid camp.
Other recent instances of the new-look policy in practice are the
relaxation of 'petty apartheid', especially in sport; the creation
of commmnity councils, advisory councils and ' t'
Bantustans; and the efforis to the Coloured and Indian
commmnities to become junior partners in an alliance to Suppress
the African people through the three-tier parlismentary scheme.

The need for this now strategy for survival arises from the
growing momentum of the liberation forces in Southern Africa and
South Africa itself, combined with the increasing internmational
isolation of the racist republic. Comrade Alfred MNao, Secretary-
Geperal of the ANC, sumed up the reasons for the appointment od
the Wiehahn and Riekert Commissions in a recent statement:

“They serve many purposes. One is to divert attention from the
scandal of corruption and fraudulent mismanagement of publie funds
in the wppermost eireles of government, imoluding the (former)
State President B.J. Vorster. Another i{s to give the regime’s
trading partnere, the industrialists, bankere and multinational
corporations of Westerm Europe, Umited States and Japan a plausible
pretoxt for resieting the growving pressure for boycotts and
sanctions agatnst the apartheid etate. Thipdly, ¢ hopes
that promises of reform will cool the anger of the exploited and
suffering workers whose maturing clase and national comsciousneee
is rapidly reaching boiling point. A fourth dimension {8 provided
by the stagnant eoomomy, mass wiemp t, pereistent inflation, an
acute seareity of skilled vorkers, a rats of ecomomio growth, a

continued on page 3
Nayibiyo b 7, pare 2, iy, Year of the Spsur.



NEC COMMENTS:
JUNE 16 & 26, 1979

June 26th statement by the National Exeoutive Committee of the
African National Congress, broadeast over Radic Freedom by
Comrade Thabo Mbeki, Political Secretary to the President.

Compatriots, -

It is now ten days since the oppressed pecple throughout the
ﬁ:‘ﬂuu:l&mlﬂmﬂinlmmhiuthmtu!mmm

third anniversary of the Soweto uprising.

On behalf of the National Executive Committee of your organi-
sation, we would like to take this opportunity to commend all the
patriots of our country who worked so tirelessly to ensure that
once more thousands of our people gathered to honour the memory
ufﬁhmmﬂdmmmth. I876 and in the subsequent
months.

It mas indeed no small thing that in places as far afield as
Johannesburg and Port Elizabeth, Durban and Pietersburg, Fort Hare
and Springs, Bloemfontein and Krugersdorp and other areas,
meetings were held to mark this anni .

The tenth day after the Soweto uprising is of course, June 26th,
South Africa Freedom Day. This also bel
the glorious calendar of our

o

1850, the same murderous
I6th, 1976, shot our people at Newclare, Johannesburg,
where our people come together struggle to defeat the
fascist Suppression of Cormmism Act.

As a result of these shootings and others

that fateful May Day and as & continuation

dowm IB
had

Thus was born South Africa Freedom Day in united
against the encroachment of fascism in our country
intensification of the offensive of the oppressed pecple to win
their om liberation.

Today we are marking the 20th anniversary of South Africa Freedom
Day as we marked the 3rd anniversary of the Soweto uprising I0
days ago. It is correct that we should spend this 29th anniversary
in quist reflection on the tasks that confront us as a people.

The message that cume out of the meetings to observe the 3rd
anniversary of the Soweto uprising is quite clear. In speeches,
songs,drama and in prayer, the masoes of our people continue to
demand what is their birthright, freedom. As Curtis NMwondo said
correctly at the memorial service beld in Orlando on June ITth:
“It is freedom that blacks want and not the changes people profess
to be chasing.'

Wiehahn & Riekert ;.
deoline in living standards of Black vorkers ond te, and the
reduced profi lity of important sectors of try and commerce.

Fifthly, there is wu<at anc deep discontent not omly

working people but also in business circles, which urgently need
a free labowr market, access to markets in Africa and large
inputs of eapital and techmology from Westemm oountries.

These eircumstances have led to the appointment of the two
labour commigei{ons and their efforts to provide relief without
changing the basic structures of apartheid and white minopity
domination. "

Wishabn and Rickert are yet another sign that we have the enamy
on the sggressive retreat, frantically searching for new ways to

us and disguise that oppression. One basic truth must be
absolutely clear: the enemy's retreat is solely due to the
people's of fensive, just as our liberation will ultimately be won
through struggle alone, including armed combat. We must never be
deceived into believing that the fascists can have a change of
heart and frecly hand over our rights.

We must carefully assess the epamy's new tactics so as to awoid
the traps he is setting for us - traps intended to confuse and
divide us, and dilute the revolutionary content of our freedom
struggle. By granting certain 'rights’ and privileges to a minority
of African people, Botha and his fellow racists hope to co-opt
some sections of the black commmity into accepting etermal sub-
ion in returm for a slightly more privileged position than the
of the people. The fascists hope to induce some of our people
turn their backs on the national war for total liberation. But
though there are always some traitors in any mation, the masses
a whole cannot be divided or diverted from the revolutionary
th by such miserable bribes, which are"an insult to our pride
black people in a society which denies our humanity.

Some African workers (i.e. some of the so-called permanent ones)
are now entitled to trade union rights of a kind, although severely
restricted. Coloured and Indizr workers already posses this
ege. The bulk of the African workers do not -

E.EEE
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To repeat: our first-task on this 25th anniversary of June 26th,
South Africa Freedom Day, is to pledge in our thousands, as
individuals, as families, in factories, schools - wherever we are -
our comnitment to genuine freedom, the freedom to rule ourselves,

struggle. Our next task on the occasion of South Africa
is therefore to reflect on the question - what must we
do to bring about the maxdimum unity of the oppressed people and all
the democratic, anti-racist forces of our country?

The demooratic world is with us in saluting Comrade Nelson Mandela

on his 8Ist birthday and in demanding FREEDOM FOR MANDELA AND ALL

SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL PRISONERS! In this Year of the Spear, IS

yeares after Rivonia, we rededicate curselves to the freedom

;ﬂt;ugghl:&iah will secure the release of owr isprisomed leaders
P-W . .

The question we have to address ourselves to now,is how to
combine the struggles of all black workers - African, Coloured and
Indian; the organised and unorganised; those in registered and
unregistered unions; those in unions led by patriots and those in
the hands of sell-outs.

It is the urgent task of the anti-racist trade union movement to
strengthen links with workers in unions presently controlled by
collaborators, and to expose the treachery of this lesdership. This
will assist the members of those unions to wrest control from the
traitors now at the top and rejoin the gepuine workers®' movemont.

The black trade unions are now faced with the regime's poisoned
offer of registration om fts terme- terms which are intended to
tameé the unions. Wmtever the decision of the unions concerning
registration, in the end it is the strength of the workers as a
,collective, organised force which determines an employers attitude
to a particular union, whether it is registered or not. If that
strength is great emough, employers will be forced to operate

ts with unions - even if they are not called agreement:.

In this difficult period facing the democratic labour movo.ent,
united maga aotion remains the workers' most powerful weapon. Mo
amount of legislative restrictions or brute force can prevent us
from striking a united blow at the spartheid sconomy when we sc
chose, as we have in numerous national political strikes in the
past. Even if the regime were ultimately to ban black trade unions
ocompletely, this would not stop us from acting together as workers.

The latest restrictions imposed on the black trade unions
underline the need for other forms of organisation besides legal
trade unions. We need to be crganised into small, secret groups
in our places of work, linked together into a natiomride network -
relevant moments. In addition to our open
of organisation we reqguire if we are to
of seizing state-power.

Mayibuye No 7 page 3, July, Year 'of the Spear.



In this Year of the Spear ve pay tribute to the great gemeral
and stateseman, Moshoeshoe I, who strove in the Ifth Century to
build a wnited o reatatancs apatrgt the tnvaders.

He tried to federate the various natiomz]l groups in his area
and offered security against the colonial plunderers to people
from for and wide. A major achievement was the establishment of
peace betweon his people, the Basotho, and the Matabele under
Meilikazi, which Moshoeshoe acorrplished by giving them food
after a number of clashes between the two armies.

From his mountain fortress of Thaba Bosiu, Moshoeshoe inflicted
a mmber of hmiliating defeats on the Doer and British forces
in defence of his Kingdom of Lesotho, whose frontiers were
defined in a treaty with the British.In 1849 the British broke
this treaty and handed over part of Lesotho © the Boers, but the
basotho in allisnce with the Tmung under Holetsane the
Boer occupation. The British led by Warden then attacked Taung
villages on Viervoet Mountain but were
came to his allies' aid. In an attempt to restore British prest
2,000 infantry and 500 cavalry set off to "teach the Basotho a
lesson”. Instead they were ambushed by Moshoeshoe's warriors
and forced to retreat after a severe mauling.

The Hoers ravaged Lesotho although they never succeeded in
congquering it. They had an advantage over
weapons obtained from the Dritish who banned the sale guns
Africans. Eventually Moshoeshoe was forced to sccept & harsh
settlement depriving his kingdom of much land in returmn for -
brotection’ from the British.

Moshoeshoe died in I870, leaving us with a legacy of unity
in

and resistance which should be an inspiration to us .
Year of the Spear. TIE SPEAR LIVES ON.

;

YEAR OF THE SPEAR
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At the meeting held in Pietersburg on June I16th, Mrs Kgware said:
“Let it not end here with this commemmoration. Don't go home and
wait for June [6, 1880 to gather again. Wherever you are, discuss
the bleck cpuse with your friends, your relatives and your

These are very correct words. The cause of the black psople -
cannot be satisfied merely by maorial m~tings, important as these
meetings are. Thesc meetings must scrve as a basis to fire us with
enthusissm to intensify the struggle. The call to all o1 us to
unite and dedicate ourselves to the struggle for liberation was
made ot all the ‘anniversary meetings. Our collective task is to
find ways and means of achieving this.

The black people throughout the country are confronted with very
serious problems which we pust tackle. We can say for certain that
ions of life of our people will be worse this time next
they are today. all know thut.
herefore is what we pust do aboul this. The answer.
must struggle. We nust fight. As Mrs.
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good start has already been made in that many forces united to
observe June I6th. Everybody pulled together to make all the

trade wmionists, students, writers, activists in the fleld of
culture, the yowy and the old, merbers of various organisations -
we all cae togetber to observe June 16th. This was indced a very
good beginning.

On the occasion of South Africa Freedom Day what we must do is
to reflect oo the quesiion - how shall we extend this process of
the wnited action of the It is clear that much
still remmins to be dooe. On the basis of what we have already
poatieved, wo nust build sore unity, more united action, drawing in
more forci= iuto active struggle including those which, though
aleo chesrrving Junc I6th, did so passively and not sctively. For
instance, it is quite clear that there was insufficient partici-
pation by the black tradec union movement in all these events. We
must find out why and correct this as part of a process of building
yp the united comtat strength of our liberation forces.
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liberate us excepl ourselves through our omn efforts.
L i

united strength, what must each
is engaged in struggle now - against mass removals, the Bantustan
asystem, a racist education system, low wages of
trade union rights, landlessness, high prices, unemployment and
all the other problems that confront us daily. :
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granted, did not prepare adequately
the call too late and therefore could not ensure that the call,
once made, did in fact reach all organisers and the msses of our
working people in both residential and working places. High
commendation is due to the activists who still put in a herode
affort to organise the sirike in the face of serious odds against
them.

Secondly, thc very military preparations that the enemy undertook
to confront our people, including the cancellation of army and
police leave, means that we ourselves must combine mass political
action, such as strikes, with military action designed, in part, to
make it more difficult for the enamy to use force against the

battle that is already taking place.

There sre soc of the lessons that we ourse]lves have drasn which
will help to ensure that on the next occasion, s revolut
we do not ropoat past mistakes and that our people will in fact
use the weapon of general strike successfully, whatever the

5

Lnited action also means solidarity. We must come out in solidarity intensity of enemy repression. From the failure of June IBth, we

with our people in Vendaland who are being forced into a state of
Bc-called independence which they do not want. The struggle against

iphepbu and his mesters should not be left just to the Venda people.

All patriots throughout the country must join in this struggle. We
le wio are be

mest therefore emerge stroager

¥han we observe the 30th anniversary of June 26th, when there is
another commemmoration of June I6th, we must be in a position
where we can positively say - we have brought ourselves nearer to

mﬂmmmhmlimitﬂﬁhmmhm the Winterveldt- our goal of securing genuine freedom for ourselves, the goal of

Mangope in the
erosls of his nlprfu-them MLSLETs. il sctize
» 0On the occasion of June 26th, Scuth Africa Freedom Uay, the

‘Mrican National Congress therefore calls on all patriots throughout

the couniry to reflect on this question - how should we deepen and
extend the wiity of 1he oppressed people? We must together find

solutions to ell obstacles blocking this unity in action so that the

millions «f car people should move as oné man to intensify the
struggle which will bring us the Treedom for which our people died
in Rewclere in IDS0 and in Soweto and elsewhere in our coumtry in

I97d.

e

transferring power to the pecple, having scored victories in the
continuing offensive against fascist and racist tyraony.

On the occasion of June 26th, South Africa Freedom Iny, we greet
you all in the name of the African Fatiooal Congress and the
people's army, Umkhonto we Sizwe. In their name we pladge that we
shall not rest until apartheid tyranny is destroyed and power is
in the ands of the people.

AMANILA NGANETHL !
MAATLIA KE A RONA:
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