
Cultural
imperialism
Many people in tho townships are famD·
;IT with youth dubund the ...,00 ..."'\<'
which they do in keeping children and
tile youth .....r fn:m tho WUlI.

All IOCial inltitutloos Il'e ., up rOf
furtherinl tho alma JIld ldeolOK)' of one
o. ow. ttction of the eommunity. We
Ihall ulle thiI tpae< 10 examine youth
clubs II1d the kinds of Il:tiYitiu they
orre •. as _U u where they belong In
term. of tho different f_1I c:orutltuMI
• 'community',

Fimly most youth clubs opelltt under
one or otM. umbrel1l body. n.e.. um­
breUa bodies plJ,y important fUWIcmg
IIld coolroDinl fu"l'Qou. n.. majority
of youth club. in ~to m cootrolled
and f"'lanced by WRAB. Youlh clubs
nol fallinl under thiI t&leJ<lry m mOlt·
If dfilliltcl of lho SOlJni AFRICAN
ASSOCIATION OF YOUTH CWBS

Though the AsIocillion tw I 101 of
infWcnce in <ktelJllinina lho oemit;', of
the clubs, youth dUM can, ...d do.
appeal 10 _althier OI'pI1i1ltiool fol

r",anciallUpport. Money ;'111""'1 tool
..ith which tho rlJllflCinJ CD dominatel
cbl.sel in Deed. The ....althy Orpnizl'
lion, do not jlll! pitt witll thelfmoney
- they only do 10 when they .re lUre
thll their money is put 10 'good .......

Some Orpnlzllionl lUch. Q the Group
Chain11ln', fund of Anglo American,
and Mobil, claim 10 pve donltions 10
cunmunily orpnilltions withoul Illy
$Imp lIIathod. But befo~ the.
orpniption. give ....1 Illy mon~y they
make I .riou. lIudy of the ~onstilUllon

of the youth club appeaUnl for funds.
l'hoy will then liVe out rrooney on the
basil or ....hll the conslilUlion uys,bout
1M wb. Clurly ir they 1m faced wilh
I oorutilUlion thll cllallt~ their
"I.IUI. they will not offer Illy ...ppon.
Some bill bulines. lund.D (Mobil fo.
uample) will 10 to th. lroublo or'miI­
linl' In d.......ina up I constitution, 80·
Clu. Youth clubs nted ..,_. (~nl),

eleclricity, equipmenl, .I~, they ....ould
nnd it lmP'*ible 10 operate without
IIIYon. lundinl them. TIley tho~ro~

~omply with the Ollpeclltiont of their
fUnden by $I"'Cturin, their propamme
JO thlt their attivilie. do nOI .mblfID
their fun~n. Instead or makinl y....th
~lIIbs oontrel for children of the wOllrin,
cl.. p,renll (by undert&king attil'i!iel
that will enable y tho to undenland
lheir poIilion 000"1 clq; YOllna
pooplo. IIId prepare them for challongill,l
the .yotem), youth ~lub, underuke n....·
Ind atlmliel a«:h as ballroom dlllc~

JUmbool <Un~" .. ,portt.llld 10 on. All
thete atliyiliel win 1l1i1fy tho funden
Ind In no ....Iy quellion their poIillon.

It iI obviou. in this repnl WI youth
~lubl operalinl under the ..$pi.,., of
WRAB or the communily oourocila,
whal..... they do, Ire alwlyollllbje<:t to
their ..pelio,'. IIIIction. This iI done
more directly through the ~mployftl of

"
WRAB (employecd .. full tim. youth
Ioad.n).

ThouAb lhoere mlY occur friclion bo·
t......n lhoe luperion and tho IllboniinlICI,
Iht .uperion alwlYS ~ld power IIId
IMir word iI n.lIl.

As ,uBB«l~d lbove. it iI nol only whtre
11M: money come. from WI will dele..
mine the dm dire~1lon III Olllllilliion
likes. The atl;"'il;'. undertaken by lIM:
orpnilltion hl\'O 11'"11 influ.nce and
.fT••1 on lhe pirticiplllll. W. ohalIlake
I .~ Iooll II"""" or the youth ~lub

actiY~i...

Ballroom dancing
Thi. activity iI forei8n 10 1he ~ulture of
tIM: I....nships. It illlM:.. rOre useful "'
pan or ~apilal'. WIICI)' of undennining
tlto ~ullu .. or the worldng ..... Middle
claallCtiI'~i ch IS thillre lntroduud
to make the o.kora doubl their own
cultu... 8&llroom dlnCinI in youth
dub. also depends on competition. 10
~xisl. With ~ompel;tion lri... lOll of
hOlliJity among ~ompeliton. If lhere is
nOI hOltility the.. is no compelili...
.pirit. This is I kind of emply hottuity
b...d llfI no genuine humlll f..Hnp but
only n«>e..'Y 10 ~rellC 11m 'spirit'.
Withirl this acli'fity, baaed llfI partn~•.
ship (malt and f~malo) there ariteI
among pUliciplll1l • cenain kind of



umell ",Ioliamtlip. The 1Inp'. lI3td

dottcmlllU IhiI; "'bliollIhIp. Well '"'
",fmld 10. 'wIndrll'Oll'llld WOllWlll.
'Win', n. litrm!MkIsY -.l... that
4ax>tn: '"' lIObk. Thao~ on:
... atffICled by Ibis litmliMlloo. and
Ilar1 lr)'llla to odjlllt 10 Ihrir lIlla.
tbueby uyJn& 10 peroriN .....Irls
dlIT,renlly. They SW1 to ",lite 10 DIll:

anoWt differently tOO _ "y load •
lif' bufd on titlel if buod on 10m!
v.....' mJddlo·dw tillf.

Festiwls
n..o~ '"' or. ' d .. that
youtll eU>s m.oy diIpIoy thrir day '"
day kd.idu., ltI. __ fndnk
md·_,t1 lrejwt 1 ~ofperf..
....- by yautll dubl ",n>Wn. The)'

dilplly _nl .ctiritiII - dnma..
danm. (..-.I Itk"b) Mol __.
Youth chibl "lll'n~IIndior \hf ",m
of \hf AIoociitioll - Thu_ Alex
bf~. OM or them - I.e diJcou~

rrom performin. dnml other than tri­
bal dnmu - thot It. thf ddld.en on:

diKou,.d ff'Oifl performi!'l ""if
up'rIonon. Dnmo& '-od on tribIl
tbnM&., • 0fIPClI'd 10 die ltrin. u·
periI_ of tht youtll, are _M to

QIIit&I "" thai ltwy ""' _tnt ""1
the .... 01 tho p.-nt.. "T1lfy do _
plO'JOb )"llU" childmI 10 1Iec:ornf
!IOlIiI or lIll)'IhinJ~in. Iikf thai".
On the ott.r hand thne ut>0I dnnlll
rd 10 opplOlcll Uly 1liJt0lk0i nmb
.rioully. They llIf.e1y confolll> 10 tho
mreotype of lribal/tflditlonol plo)'!' ­
they pre.-nt no u.-ful or IlfW w.y 10
IpplOlCh hino,y. They make uibol
h1ttory feeblo Uld .e4IIc, It to ••"'1
of e¥mI.I ,,"""inJ dnInt. dlifrl and
Ibn- Inch,,,. mpp.... won IIId
...... for .... plOd_,

Working-class
culture

Wanbfll of • YOlith Cenm do _
!hemIottn wuaDy inwnt theb oc:t1vtde1.
Thew ."' oIrudy ,It\W;bl1~d. Ballroom
dancln." perfonTlfd In I f-.hlon clllited
10lIJ 110, ~"'re ,1M. ow..u per·
hlpl. You don't make up the waitt,
yau Ium 10 obey 11$ NIt. Ewn the

kind or dnma put 011 by yaul1l chilli
110ft • p....rh<I fumllla: 10 tIIIt U
dnma featlvlk )'<IU wID ... thf ...
Ihlq tIm£ ..d timo opln _ ufbliI _.
_. ScneI oflifl 011. toomlIhlp IUftI

Ire IdIlIIIy forbidde-tl.

It " Qllite diffemlt with oc:t1v!t1fs thai
.... Invmted by workb!. cln yaulltt
WIIIIr1-.Illlinterfll'fd wllh by ..th".;.
ties or mlddle~ miIIe""n. In thiI
CUt It "youth tbfmRl_ who produce
thelt own ~u1tll",. which. If they are
workilltd- youtht. " 01", wOrIdnJ·
cI.. cWtllre. In thiloectlon of the uti­
do .... "teIld to diIc1lII certlln youth
I'O"PO thot '"' well kDooon In bIld:- ..
A re yeng
mapanlsuleng

Whal "lUll eon be made or PonISula
octlvlly and 11y101 It" not "'1Y_fIll
to t&lee the olfw th.1 th_ youthl are
me",1y pn.ten and Ioarm. E"n Iflt
we.. tNI that lII"y PlInttul••uDy '"'
too.IIh Mol ogmdw, thlI • 0IlIy ClIIf

ch&no;tetiltk, ..d II "not IItaI'f<I by III
yauthl wbo mJ&ht ell tbImIfhott I'ml.-
Clash van die jewish

1.11'1 eumlnl their Ityle of c1othln&.
They 10 for llO\IIli .. wl.em deUbfn.
Illy ".pflnt _ I ..fll 10 thote coIlfd
>'oopI - whlcll don't ftt under the
cl'OtclI, they '"' Ioo&e Il'CWld the wlilt.
.. that thf bell ....... dorm • If tI.
b\Il;kk .... re 100 "''''''; tbr. the trou.1
If. ore roBed Up... dwy~ tIllJHlJII
(1Ib-!Qyl;) Ih&I Bop 0'fU the ..... and
__ to ICtIpf ill the dull ..d .t

cauahl uadf. the bed. A u ....1littfI
ttw. JlIIllti Joob tIb he 1t,,"lba11
r............. kIuw on the ...._.
III 1l:au1 fld, be did _ *11 tllml. bul
l*d.totof.-y ........... mdbe
bfJII lbaII dlydrllMd II1II pfrfec1ly
~. He 1M)' IooIr ""tidy. but be
del!llltcly" noe. It" the _ willi l1li
Ihlrt: _II If It iii • Cuilitlan DiOI" COlt·

... tbly.bf wID. .....rlt with the~
100 Ion& Of an md haniln. OUI or hiI
liau..., HI'I tryln. to prove tomethin•.
Sbon the arne, Ir he .....n toJcklfl.
they w\JI be ""tied "'d Iha ICJtl&IIII In!

1oIIIn. aul lib two tIred dOlI - ",ally
IUltidy. Bul on the 0Ibe' hIIId the.
raktIa "" deul, dr.., dua. }k ubi
• tot ofca.e.

Contrasts
III \hue _!PIlI (eont>adIolbd) ....
CIIl .e.d me...... lbaut the conditIoN
or Ufe III III Urblll pliO. The P",!IldI
doeo not dhguilie hlI oriJjnl. -Hililtylo
bOilO'" openly from the Ityla of the
IIOtIi, wile. .cond bo'ld IlO\IIlin"an.d
Ihlrt ....... , ItIliUlfD after ....ntion,
r:owNd • IwJIIfY r..... IDd III Cl:1pi.

~ tblo wry an Boy.Boy w'­
cIodle:t ...... +", k .. Illd be hlneIf
_ lay, ill fId IIgkII w.-If bJ&bly
oIell. He" m.-m., wakUr, "Hy
kyk K bluI, dinner en dinIIO"p.., K

jare, toe die a- die.M 1iI_ to It
11111 he 1llma1n1 wI\lIlWlkI, and not I
motIO'. Unde. lib c10theI 11111 doIl't

nt, the Pontllll.l " tellll and "'adr.
Hy'l nllQ.

8101 thete l)'lllbult or the tIOtJI 1ft: 0IlIy
II&Ir thf 1I)'Ie: the otbn' h&lf Iboon
u!n'IInfI' IIId lIllIbib. r..tada..
cIodle:t ... lIot~ff,bv.1_"xpea·
...... do. md '......:Illd they Ire

WWII • ..,;h. Thqr lIhkIt, III thili tnt
tbeIf doI!IeI"", _ jat Ihln;p to .....;

they ""' S'~' "I'lJ tbe c:omp/Iex
Iloa of y~1hIi wbo ICCfPl that they
beloni 1ly clio ........, but don't boa·
foon 10 II. They Idmlt dill they ore
opp.-.:l, bill they docIIJ'I their free­
dom. Tbfir Ityle or dnlll comblnfl
opprealon "'d lIl1bltlon, Ihaptletln_
and 1Iy1e, 1hf plio Uld their mcx:lcny
of Iha p.iO. PlIntaiJ& Ilyla " • data­
maIll or WOItin& cI.. Ire in South

Afokl. In lUana aliItsadIolbd It tritI
10 bilin .... way .....liCIIIto '"""'"
cI&It pi t' III1l.


