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NON - PROFIT COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER TO ALL OUR READERS

This is our last issue for the year. We wish
all our readers a happy Festive Season. We
hope that you found Grassroots enlightning
for the year. Think of those imprisoned and
detained _for their ideals.
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BEKI WILL SPEA
14 DECEMBER
GOODHOPE CENTRE

L

A HUGE
WELCOME
FOR MBEKI

Govan Mbeki, a leader of the ANC, released aiter 23 years on Robben
Island, will speak in Cape Town on December 14

A huge welcome is being planned for him. Thousands will come to
hear the 77-year-old leader. Even in far-away rural towns, residents are
preparing for the big meeting. From tiny dorpies in the Karoo to
farming towns in the Boland, residents are thinking of ways to get to
Cape Town.

In Cape Town itself a lot of organising has already taken place
around the rally. Pamphlets have gone out door to door in most areas,
Posters have gone up on lamp posts and shop windows, everywhere.
Now busses are being organised to transport people to and from the
rally. This will be the first time that Cape Town will hear an ANC leader
speak.

The committee has also asked the commissioner of police not to
interfere by banning the rally. If they do interiere, the committee will

take them to the supreme court. Any banning will be challenged.
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Grassroots December

Defend, Consilidate Advance to
le’s Power

Peop

THE last two years have
been difficult vears in our
struggle for freedom. We
have seen the government
do evervihing in 1is power
o stop our march to
freedom. Thousands of
our people were detained,
from the yougest children
to the oldest grandparents

But the government
has not succeeded in its
plans. Dunng 1987 we
made many imporiant
gains, especially the lau-
nch of the SA Youth
Congress, SAYCO, which
has inspired our vyouth
anew to resist the evils of
the apartheid sysiem.

We have also won im-
portant victones. Just a
few weeks ago Govan
Mbeki, one of the greal
leades of our country,
was released. We have
won his freedom because
it is our actions that
makes it difficult for Bot-
ha to kecp our leaders in
jaul.

Today we can see that
the government 15 confus-
ed. It is clear that Botha
does not have any solu-
tion to the problems of
our country except for
more and more repres-
EATali

Today it 15 we in the
UDF, COSATU and ot-
her progressive organisa-
tons that are deciding
what or country’s future
will be. In 1987 both
UDF and COSATU
adopted the Freedom
Charter because we see it
as the polincal program
that best spells out the
wishes of all South Afri-
cans,

But we musi not wail
for democracy untl we
have won our [fresdom.
We must buildt our own
democracy aganst the
aparthesd system NOW,
We must organise our
youth into youth organi-
sahons, our workers into
Memocratic trade ynions,
our people into civic or-

ganisations, our students
intg SRC's, In this way
we learm how -to take
control over our own

lives,

When we look forward
to the new year it i1s vital
that we do not relax inour
opposition to the govern-
mént. We know that Bot-
ha will come with some
more dummy reforms,
while at the same ume he
tries o smash our organe
sations,

We must not allow
ourselves to be fooled by
these schemes. Let us re-
new our commitment o
fight for freedom and jus-
tice in our country, Let us
all joint one of the many
organisations that make
up the struggle for free-
dﬂ-m im our L'l'.llll'l‘l.rr'r'. Lt[
us join together with mil-
lions of other South Afn
cans and say in the words
of the Freedom Charter

These freedom we will
fight for, sde by side,
throvghont oar fves, ol
we fave won our liberty.
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Call adapting to

Every youth a
Congress member

THE launch of the South
Afncan Youth Congress
under the State of emer-
gency is a victory for the
liberation movement. The
renewed dedication of the
Young Lions 1s an inspir-
ation for the strugghng
masses of our country.

In order for the Wes-
tern Cape to play is role
within Sayco we need to
build a strong mass based
Youth Movement. The
buwlding of vouth organi-
sation will have 1o deve-
lop with the implementa-
tion of our programme of
action. Young Lions let
us build Cayco and the
mass democratic  move-
ment.

Let ws commil our-
selves 1o the implementa-
ton of our programme of
action which reflects the
hopes and aspirations
that are spelled out within
the Freedom Charter
which includes:

I. The unbanning of all
Progressive  organisations
and the weturn of exiles.
2. The release of political
prisoners and detainees
1. Save the Comrades on
death Row.

4. Police SADF and ';;t

curity Froces out of our
Townships. The Living
Wage Campaign, High
cost of living, Rent in-
creases and bus [ares.

6. Free complusory non-
racial BEducation.

Let us rededicate owr-
selves to carry forwards
our demands 1o 1988, Let
us organise 1000 youth
for each of our comrades
on death row.,

Revolutionary Cireel-
ings 1o all our comrades
in prson, from Robhen
Island to Pretorna especia-
lly our President, Whitey
Jacobs,

VICTORY IS CERTAIN

VACANCY: Advice Office Forum
Administration Officer
A vacancy exists for the above
position

TASKS INCLUDE:

I. Running office admin. of the A.O.F.
2. Liasing with A.O.F. fielworkers.
3. Liasing with member offices.

REQUIREMENTS:

e Ability to work in democratic environ-
ment

* Willing to work overtime from time to

time

® Typing skills essential

® A drivers license is useful

® A reference from your organisation.

PHONE: Anthorny ot 637-9060 or 797-
1225

e Bhskdlsaillsna FPoldiesss Oaad Bviands Esisls

Political

HOW the Call of Islam,
1987 has come complete
with all its ups and downs.
In one way repression has
made our operation diffi-
cult with the renewed State
of emergency in June came
the detention of Ebrahim
Rasool, our national secre-
Iurg-'.

In Transvaal and here in
the Cape some or our
members were detained
giving out pamphlets. Tt
was difTicult to hold open
mass meetings (o speak (o
the people. Buit when old
ways do not work we must
lind new wavs,

1987 has been the year
of Inter=Faith vigils and a
viear of culture for People's
Power. Vigils and culiure

conditions

became our weapons
against Apartheid. 1987
has also been the vear of
moving closer 1o working
chiss areas.

We have moved closer
with campaigns such as
Free the Children and cal-
ling for the Release of
Detainees and the soup
kitchens in Miichells Plain
and Mannenberg, Our
struggles and those of ot-
her organisations is what
forced the Government to
Release Govan Mbeki.
With united struggles in
the community the State
will have mo choice but to
Release  Nelson  Mandela
and all other political pri-
soners and detainees.

For 1988 we musi chal-

lenge the State with more
new ways of operating. We
will have to do this becawse
repression is more vicious.
We must work closer o
the ground in these times
and increase our areas of
work. We must educaie
our people and activists to
move o the fotwre clear-
Iv. In these times the Cu-
ran inspires us:

TRULY WITH EVERY
DIFFICULTY THERE
Is RELIEF. THERE-
FORE WHEN YOU ARE
FREE (from your imme=
diate stroggle) STILL
LABOUR HARD ANID
TO YOUR SUBSTAIN-
ER TURN YOUR AT-
TENTION. (THE EX-
PANSION: 6-8)

Women Uniting for

People’s

“WOMEN unite for peo-
ple's power!™ This has
been the bdea behind muoch
of UWODY's work this vear
It's been a year of decpen-
ing our organisationof
building national and re-
gional links. A wvear of
uniting many women's or
ganisations,

This vear we launched
the Western Cape region
of the Federation of South
African Women (FED-
SAW) al the Claremont
Civic Centre on August 29,
The crowds of enthusiastic
people present showed just
how much work had gone
into building participa-tion
in the Federation on ihe
ground: it meant we had 1o
develop new relationships
with other women's organ-
isations, nol only in Cape
Town but in the hroader
rural areas. Al the same
time much fime was spent

Power

pn working fowards our
Mational launch. These na-
tional and regional devel-
opments  have occupied
much of our energy this
year - as ultimately this
will strengthen our voice
and ouwr capacity to be-
come a uniled nabional
force.

LUWCO, along with
FEDSAW  (Transvaal),
NOW  (Natal), PEWO
(P.E.) and other political
WINTIEN'S  DrEanisations,
has also worked on uniting
the political women's or-
panisations into a national
body that can provide the
political leadeship for the
Federation that can be the
backbone of the Federa-
Lo,

But the state has made
sure it hasn'i been casv: a
number of ouwr members
speni  time in apartheid
jails. Owr previous chair-
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person, MNomaindia Micke-
to, spent 8 months in Polls-
moor Prison. At the mo-
meni we think especially of
Mama Lihlangu, President
of FEDSAW [Western
Cape), 66, diabeticyand
partially sighted. Two of
our members are being
held under the vicious Sec-
tion 19 - Jenny Schreiner
and Sorava Abbass.

Yet at the moment we
are flooded with requests
from new ancas wanting to
fiorm branches, which s
currently one of our main
tasks. It hardly needs (o be
sgid  that delention and
repression will nod prevent
waomen from coming fogel-
her 1o fight for a new
non racial, democratic amd
non sexist South Africa.
We are sure that the com-
ing year will bring even
more growih o women's
prganisation than this vear



