
AT LAST! Five months later, 
the Minister of Manpower. Fanie 
Botha, has finally appointed a 
Conciliation Board for the 
Frame dispute. 

During those five months, the 
National Union of Textile Work
ers has been forced to go to 
court twice to block Frame from 
recognising the Textile Workers 
Industrial Union. 

All this could have been avoid
ed had the Board been appoint
ed earlier, 

BRAKE 

It is likely, though, that 
Frame's opposition to the Conc
iliation Board acted as a brake 
on an early decision from the 
Minister. 

At a recent general meeting 
hundreds of Frame workers 
crammed into Kranskloof hall 
to elect their representatives 
who will sit on the Conciliation 
Board. 

This will be the first time that 
workers have ever effectively 
participated in any negotiations 
with Frame management. 

TESTIFY 

However it remains to be seen 
whether Frame will even agree 
to go to the Conciliation Board. 

If not, the NUTW will proceed 
straight to the Industrial Court 
with its unfair labour practice 
case. 

In this case, workers will 
testify how they were forced by 
management representatives to 
join the TWIU. 

The NUTW will also tell the 
court how Frame had initially 
agreed to recognise it mill by 
mill - when it had got a major
ity. 

Frame workers greet the news of the appointment of a Conciliation Board 

Frame C.B. at last! 
But the company shortly after 

this changed its mind and said it 
could not recognise the union 
because it did not have a major
ity in the entire Pinetown comp* 
lex. 

It then claimed that TWIU had 

that majority. 
Frame will deny all this* 
Meanwhile in the mills, work

ers are resigning from the TWIU 
daily and are joining NUTW. 

And last month workers from 
the various Frame mills travelled 

up to Pietennaritzburg to watch 
the outcome of NUTW's court 
case. 

In an out-of-court settlement. 
Frame agreed once again not to 
recognise TWIU at the Frametex 
mill until the dispute was settled 

either by the Conciliation Board 
or the Industrial Court 

NUTW organiser, Jabulani 
Gwala said the support for 
NUTW was 'high' and workers 
were 'eagerly* awaiting the Conc
iliation Board. 


