
IT'S tha t t ime of the year 
again 1 "he yearly tussle at the 
giant metal industry's industri
al council is due to begin. 

And for the First time all the 
unions affiliated to the Interna
tional Metalworkers Feder
ation, which includes the Metal 
and Allied Workers Union, 
have agreed to send a joint pro
posal to the industrial council. 

The joint proposal was drawn 
up at a meeting of the IMF's 
South African Council on 
March 8. The main demands 

are: 
# A minimum wage of R3.50 
per hour rising to a R6,53 mini
mum for artisans — with a 
guaranteed across-the-board 
increase of 50c. 
# The reduction of working 
hours to 40 hours per week 
with no loss of pay. 
# Four weeks paid leave for all 
workers with an additional one 
week's leave after four year's 
service and an additional two 
week's leave after eight year's 
service. 

# A restriction of overtime and 
overtime to be paid at double 
time during the week and tre
ble time over the weekend and 
holidays. 
• May Day as a paid public 
holiday. 
• The employer's contribution 
to the pension fund to be in
creased to 12 percent and this 
money to be invested in family 
housing. 
# Severance pay to be one 
month 's wages per year of 
service. 


