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Editorial

AlMS A....O OBJECTIVES
1. To comdenll... . politiclse and

moblli... Black workers Ihrough
the phl'osophy of Black Con·
oclousn"ss In order to strive lor.
thell" l~iIIm ate rights .

2 . To "lor:, IOWll.ds the establish ­
menlo! an educational syslem
that "1 .11 respond creallvely
low.,.d. -he needs 01 Azanillns.

3. To pro~ IO'e an Inlerprelatlon of

~~\:~~l:~y :'e~ev:nl t~~:~;~:~~
gle.
To p••·mOle and encou.age
re...arcl. lnlo vll.lous problems
.,ffecti"!l our people .

5. To expose Ihe Opp.esslve and
exploila ',ve system In which ou.
people ...e denied basic huma n
rights.
To wad. towards the unity 01the
opp.~... ," , 10. Ihe Just distribu-
tion 01 ' '' ellith and power 10 llll
people •.f Azanlll .

TI-lERf:: 'ORE RESOLVE
I. To fouro a political movement

which \'i~1 express and manifest
the aspirations 01 Ihe Black
People in Azanill .
To found a movement Ihat wlll
unile a ll ~nd liberate ailirom Ihe
e ~ploludlve and oppressive
shackles.

PREAMBLE

And whe.ellS the worker is more
determine<! to ...e freedom lind
Just ice . and desirous of occupying his
rightful place In Ihe land 01 his blrth; 4.
And lliso thai ills lin Inalienable righl
of llny community 10 orga nise Usel!
lnlo a polillcal movemenl to exp.ess
,nd mllnlfest lis .,spl.alions. Idellls
and QOZIIs;

And lurther believing thet Black
Consciousness be developed and 6.
maintained lIS II true philosophy for
workers;

Whe.eas we, the Black People of
Aum la . conscious 01 the philosophy
of Black ConscIousness lIS a Jiving
fore.. amongst Ihe majority 01 OUr 2.
people . and recognislng Ih.,t Black
Wo.k<i.s plll1icuJarly ere responsible
lor creating Ihe we.,l1h 01 our coun·

'"And whe.ellS wo.ken are sub-
jecled to the mOSI Inhum.,n and
ruthless Jaws;

And lurther re.,lislng Ih.,1 Ihe op­
pressive system In Its effort 10 .ender
the worker powe.less and perpelual.
Iy subservlent . <:rellte. lind utill...s
tactics of diulde and .uJe th.,t gave
blrth 10 lactlonlliism and tribalism;
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The Definition of Black Consciousness

Thle ,.... _ dlrilu• •oocI durtna • '*-deRhlp b'aIaI",~ .. In
o.:.lIIblf 1971 and tr_ lIIany ofrb<t"ndam""w ....... 0IBC. h
.'-ode . lbe t I'" Be.ttltvdor low.... I'" true workJ", da.1n SA.

WE have defined blollCks 4. those
...ho 4 ... by kJ,... or tredmo n political·
ly. economica ll y a nd 1~ 1 .1I \1

discriminated &gains! as a group In
llle Soulll African iOClI!ly and identi ·
fying them""1",,, 4. a unil In th"
struggle ,.,.,..,lltds the ,,,.Jiw,,Uon 01
the ir aspirations . This dri,n ilion d·
]"'''''41" .. number of t h ings ;

L EHing black Is not .. .....n... of
p;gme-nlallon - being black 10 ..
reflectlon 01 .. !nt'nlal "n"lOde.

2. Merely by dncribing you....1f 4.
black you ~"" 51411«1 on .. road
towards .....~. you have
comm,lled you. ...1f 10 loght
olIo9<'lf\tI alllorrn lh.at ......k 10 uw
your blacknns lOS /I ",limp til ...
ITlaflu you OIJI lOS .. wbwrvWnl.....

Fro m I h. a bove Obft'I\I/lt lonl
rtwrdore . _ un .... thal The ll!1'm
black is not~ 4II·inclu_:
I • . (he fad _ Iln' all "'" ",hik don
~ necnwrily mean thai _ 61" AI
Wo>cII . Non·...hiln do .... isI .ond WII
continue> 10 eJ<isl lor q uit. .. long
\)mot . If one',eopirahDn 15 whlll'AftS
bur one's pig,,~n""llOn ITUI,,"- " ltain·
fM111of Ihis Impolsi4lIoI .1twn one 11; ..

nOl'..." hll" . Any man who c.... ..
whil" man "&.u-. ""'II ....n who
""""" in lhe polic., foul' or s.c:unty
Branch is ipso foao .. non ·""'''e .
Black Pft'PIc - real black people _
are thaw who Can manage 10 hold
tht-or head. high In ddlanc.. .. IM
lhan willir>gly lUn ..nd.... Ihm _Is 10
tfw, wIlil" m.n .

Bne/Iy defined Ih....efor" . Black
Con""iou..,,,.. II In e_oc:" th"
reallsaho n by Ih" black m" n of Ih"
need 10 ,,,ny logelh.... wiTh his
brothers . round ,he ceu... of Ih"w
opp'essIon - Ih" blackne" of ' he..
skin - .nd '0ope," I" . S. g'oup in
ord", 10 tid the mselves 01 the
shockle, Ih.t bind them to pe,pelu,,1
""vitude . It seeks 10 demon'It. 'e th"
lie thilt black i, an . berrallon from Ihe
Mnorm. I·· which is while . II Is •
miln;!e, t.tion of " new r" all...llon
th.t by ..." klng 10 run . w. y from
th"m... lv"s end '0 emulale the white
m.n. bl.ck, . ,,, Inl ultlng th" In·
te lligence 01 whoeve, c,u t" d Ih.. m
black . Bl.c k C o n sc lo u sn",s
th",efore . I.kes cognlUloc:e of Ih"
delibe,a' ene" of God 's plan In
c'uting black people black. It ..." ks
10 infuse the black communily with a
new·found pn.;l" in ' h"m...lv" s. Ihelr

" ffor1s. Ihm v.lu. sysl"ms. l!w;r
cuhure . t.....1r ,e llgion lInd t!w;r
_ tlooll 10 hi" .

The In."",,Lrt;onthlp be1w<!en the
c:onsclou..,,," ('Of the "",If and ,he
....."oc:lpa,ory p1rgf"mme is of par. '
mount impor1 , ,, . Blacltt no longer
..." k 10 reform t syst..... bee.use 10
doirog Implies ""epI.oc:,, of iN
ma"" poin ts """,,nd which ,he
syst"m ' evolves

Blacks " .e out 10 completely
Ir. n !iform ,he tyIIem and 10 make 01
• .....twol lhey ...ish . Such a ""'}or
under1. king un only be r" afioed in
an " trnosphere wfwr" people ar"
convinced of 1n. 1 lrulh inher....1 in
I...... lloand . l..Jb..: .1Ion lherorlan! . is of
par.mounr imV rT.nc" in the con ­
c4'P' 01 Black Co ,,"d ousneu. for .....

~Wadr;"".' .. 01
P'I- - boIIflt Wadt
Ie • r rluo< of. med'" at-......

C. " noi be co<>scY-us of ourselve$ and
YO!' ,em.ln in bondage . W" ....nl to
. main Ihe enlflslo<>ed self which is •
fr"" ...If

Th" IUrge to...ards Black Con·
scIousn"ss is . pt ...nomenon I~I h.s
maml"sled ~self through Oul Ih" so·
called Third W'rld. Th....e is no

doubt Ihal di""ri•.,ln. tion eg.inst the
black man the w )rld over tetc bes il'
o .lgln from the ~ ~plon.tlv" ettttude
of th" while m"n . Colonisation at
white countrl" s by whlt"s eg . the col­
onisation of Scolland by Engl.nd ha,
throughout h i~t ory . n ulted In
nothing mere ,in ist" , than meT"
culTu•• 1 0 ' gecTaphlcal lusion at
wonl . 0 ' langu.,p basta,dl..' ion i1t
best It II I,u" Ihal the hislory of
wuh, nal lons :, sh.ped by bigge,
na tlonl. bUl nO"': .~T e In the world to­
day do we S<'~ whiles uplo~i"g

whlt"s on " I< '~.I" "ven ,emot"ly
simlla, 10 what Is h" ppenlng is Soulh
AlrIc:" Heoc:" . te ne It fcrced 10 con­
clude Ihal II Is to<.ot cotnd deoc:e thaI

l

hLrck people a.e nploit~ It ....s •
dellber. t" plan which has t ulmln. '" d
in .....en 1O~.lled black 'ndlf'P"nden.
tounhin noi " n"lntng . ny ' eal In ·
d"P"ndeoc:e

W~h th~ background in mind .....
aTe forced . therelore . 10 be""'" that
Ills . case of "0..... aga"'st~·noIs

wh...." willi", have be" n deIiber. ',,1y
mllde "0..... . nd blacks "o""' noI$
Tlwte is lor in""nc" no work.... In lhe
d . ....a1 sen"" " mong wh~", In
South Afn:• . 10< <'Yen The rtlOOl

down-lTOdden wh~" work.... ..ill has
• 101 to lose iI .he syillem Is changed
H" is p10tmed by _ill w.ws
again.. competition ill work from ,he
TTliIJO<iIy . H.r h.s ........nd he u_
iI to r"'urn the N,,!lOnaItsl Gowm.
menl ro poI/o'ft bee"""" he ..... th..m
as the only people who. through job
' <!WtY.1Ion Lrws. are bent 0Il 1oolting
ah.... his In l....esls agaMlSl tompel~1On
wilh t ..... MNal"""~ .

It should t""''''or" be· --..pfed
Ih.1 lIn " t>6Iysis 01 OW "'lliIlIon In

Ictms of one's colour ill ",""" . ,,~ '"

t are ' of~ealottf tingle det" ,ml.
nent for pollllCaI "'\!IOn - i" colou,
·while also ...lkIlN ribIng lhe
blacks as tt.. only r..,,1 k" " in
Soulh Afrit. u Immed...,.,I~ kdis "n
l uggestlOnS that t......" t ould " .... be
"ff...rov" ' i1pporl berw...." lhe r" a1
work...s. I ." . blacks. lInd th" prlvi leg ·
ed whne workers !II""e we h......
shown Ihal th" I"n.., . ,e tt:e great"..
support....s 01 Ih.. s~..m T,u..
enough . the system hilS "rto..."d I<)

dange,ou1 an ami·black i111 ltud" to
build up among' l whiles thaI It Is
tak..n as almost a sin to be blat k lInd
henc" the POO' wh it... . who " .e
..tOnOmic"Uy n..ar" .. to th" blacks.
d.. mon. t." te Ih.. d'lIan,,, bottw""n
themselv... . "d Ihe blacks by an U .

aggel" t" d tUcllo na.y alt it ude
towil,ds blockl. He nce th" gl" at...t
anll-blilck '..eling Is to be found
among.t the v",y poo, wh iles whom
the Class TheolY calls upon t<> be
with black wOlkers in the t1 ,u!l!lle fo,
em"ncip"tlon . Thi. il Ihe kind of
tWilled logic thilt Ihe Rlac k Con.
.ciousn.... " ppr o.ch n .. ks 10
....d ie,,'e .



"We do not apologise..."
In ter m. of th. Black Co n­

$C1o....... ...pproach "'" recognlw
th. exlst.nn of on. major forc . In
So...th Africa , Thll il Whll. Racism. It
Is Iht: on. fo,u against which aUof
.... ar a pined. II wort.. wIIh unnerving
loCalily, f..lwlr>g boch on .... o ff....
_ . nd In our dtfft'lC• . Ib gr.alnt
aDy 10 date hao t-1l ttw refusal by us
10 dub togalh.... bladto btca...... "'"
... loW to do to would be ,adsI . So.
whlla "'" progoa"""'v 1oM_1Yn
In I world of colourln.t>nt. and
'lfIOIi'hou. COm mOn hum.n ity .
....tuMt. .... Otrtw>g pIa:..... and
H'C&dy In tranchlng ...n.. r«lsm
and furtt- ~ '9 the mindo and
bodln of rtw un~ black
.......... . 1bn ..,.. are ......... pr• .
wnt .~ .... torllng UI that I II
Immoral to wlthdr.w InIO I cocoon.
that dlalogu. II ttw _ to our
problem and that • II unfort...nat.
that II whll. radsm In IIOf\'>t
quan bl,,1 . YO'" m ...st undtnland
that thlngo ... changing ,~

Provocation
Thesa In lacl . .. Ih. great".1

••d.,. lor they rel"'M 10 credi t .... wllh
any Inl" Ulgenc. to know what ....
w.nt , Tlwrlt Inl"nllon. a r. obvIo ;
lhev w.nl to be barom. teT' by which
thor r"st of tha whit. todety can
m. ...... leellngs In the black world .
Thll IMn II whal makes .... belle""
that. whII. power pr....nl' IIMIf .. a
loCaItty no! only proo.roldng us but
also controlling our 'np<>nM 10 rtw
prOIIOCation . ThIo .. an Importanl
polnIlO not.. bee I .. oft... mils-
ed by thoM who thai ther.
...... '-good whites, s... there ar ..
• I good ...toll.. "'"" as much ill

Itrer f bad bladto.

t ill ~er ""' .... CO"C'h~
"",. wIIh II group altltudn and
lPOUf> polIllcs. Tha .......ptIOo. does
noI .....ke of .... N le - 1 .........1y
subotanlllol I .

Tha _aI anaIysio ltwrkw• • bas­
ed 01\ IhaHegdan theory of diaI«bc
materialism . II i11101owo. 'Owol line.
the thnllil I whIIa .adsm there can
only be ..... ".lId Intllhnio I.... a
'olld black unllv to co...ntert>alance
the teale . H Soulh Africa II 10 be a
land woo. black and whlla IIv..
logether In ha.mony wlthoul fear of
gro ...p • • ploll . llon , It I, only wh..n
Il>esa lWO Oppo,Uel to.v. Interpl' ved
and produced I VlalM synthesis of
Id. a, . nd I modus 1OI....rrdr. Wa een
na"... wage Iny Iltruggla witho...t of·
fertng a ltrong counta rpolnl 10 th..
whita racllm thaI ~al.... our
toeIdy to tflKllvaly.

On.. mUlll Immlldlatorly dispel Ih..
thoughl lhat BWdt ConKioUsrM.. II
m...eIy I m",hodology Of . ..... ns
towards .... end , INhat Blaclr Con­
KIousnna _t.. 10 do II 10 produc..
at Iha 0I.<IpUI end of Iha ph..a. ft'al
black~ who do no! r~d

!he"""..... ill appt:. ldagn 10 white
toeIdy _ Ths Indh cannal bot revas­
lid. W. do :lOt nHd to~ for
this btca.... l • II InN !hal the w!'>iIIf
syst..... ha..... produced throughout
the ...ood • numbaf of paopIie who
..... naI ._.. Ihat they 100 ~

plit . Our "';hel• •_ to " that ......
WI !of O\Ir can Moo not be
rrnrwd beca II wIl be. k 10 ec-
cepl whir" ...a1"", ...... l 'llly the
best . Tha flcs thai. synthesis may be
attaIned only ",latn 10 adherenct: 10
VOW<" poltr"". 5crrneoM IOm......-t.er..
a long the ~". will be fOl'CCd 10 accept
th .. lrull> and h.... ...... blrllew Ihal
0 ..... Is Ih. !rulh ,

Concern
Th.. rut. ,. o f So...,h A.lrica In the

cue whe:-.< blacko adopt Black Con·
scIou""",, II the sub;ect fOf concern
..spec\lIilly among Inlllal...._ What do
..... do .....IMn .... h_ . rwn.d OUr
Conolou..--s? Do .... propose 10
IdcIc whlIes out? W. have ddlned
what "'" mean by InN tnloogralion
and ............. fad !hal ouch • def\nl­
lion ..~S don llIuotr. tor what our
st.r>c!JK*,t II, In any caM ...... are
much moo-.. cor>cernad about what Is
happen!nl now. than ....... .... hap­
pen In I." futur... The futur.. wiI
......ays bo shiIlped by !he wquence of
P'"""I-<l~ .........

Stereotype
Tha IrT>pOftanU of black ddaray

10 IN " 1 Ngrnan" of the black
comm...r m ...st no! be undersratlld.
Theta h.~ Ie t-1l In Iha pal' • Iol of
suggntlo 1S lhal ther.. can be no
.....ble "'NV lmongst blillCks bee.u""
they hoid ..ach oth... In conlam pt,
Colour..ds d..oplM Afrlc:an l because
Ih.y. (t"" former) by Ih.lr pro,dmUy
to tha Afrlc:anl , m. y 10M tl>. cbenc..s
01 aulmO.tlOn InlO the wh\to world .
Afrlcan t duplM Ih. Colour..ds and
Indlanl Ix • " arlely of r.iIIOnS. In­
dlans fIC'I only daoplM Alric. nl but In
m.ny ' ''st. nees also uploll the
Afrlcanl In job and shop liluallons.
AD I",",. otarllOlypol a ll\tudes ha....

4

1a<l to mo ...n'alna..., Inl.r-group
suopldons .rIlOftiSIIN blacks.

What .... lhould .. II..... look at Is
the fact that :
1. Wa . a all '.........__d by the same

systam,

2. Thac oppaMd to ...aryIng
degr II • ddborr_ daigr'llo
lIr'ltfy US naI only todAIy but
....In ....... of illJ*aI:lOnS.

3 . Thlfrafor. I II to be axpactitd that
In ",""I of Ihaanemy'l pIarl ther..
mUll be lhII " 'Ij"':kwl and lhiIll lI
"", •• comrnllltod 10 the problo!m
of ..~1Ion to rha ......
degr.. II II part of our duly 10 br·
Ir>g 10 .... IlIanllOn of "'" black
peopW lhe d.libera""- of the
..n..my·1 subjugallOn ldwrm.. .

WhIC.pcNftjll ,......

• totaJl1y not only~
.. but ... controlling OUI'

..~ goo,.. to tM ~tk>a_

4 , That mould go on with Olll
program attracting 10 II only
commllllld paopIa and no! jus!
those "19" 10 Ion In ..qullillble
dlsn1bullon 01 groups alTtOl>gSl
..... ,ant... ThIs .. a game com­
mon a~ 1Iberillls . Tha 0fM

allerton !hal mUll IIOYal'" all our
action II commllmant .

Furtt- Impllc~of BIad< Con­
KlousnnI •• to do wIIh con-ectItIg
f.... Imagn 01 ouneIYes In I~s 01
Cullu. . . EduCllIon . R..lIglon .
Ea>nomlcl . The lrnporlanc. of this
also must nor be u"""--I'd . !her.
II aIw.ys .n Inl..-play boolo.un lhe
history of • peopM I,e , the past • • nd
their fallh In themw lYes and hopes
fOf lhor.. ""I...,•.w. ar••w... 0/ 1""
torn1bla role played by our ..d l,lCiltiOn
. nd r. l\wIon In cu a" ng amongst us •
f.1se undtlrsl.nding of ou....lws . W.
mUslth. ..f",.. Ui(M"k out $Ch.mes not
only to correC! tl>ll . but furthn 10 be
OU' Own .u1horl!les rlllh.r tl>.n wait
to 1M Interpr..ted by olhe' s . While .
c.n o nly M. UI from Ih. o ...t.ld.. . nd
. 1 ,"ch c. n n..vn e.!r illCl an d
analyse 1he . 11los In the ~.com.
m unRy. .; ..:\1- •

•



A tragedy we can never forget....
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SowelO 1976 : Thous.and.. of black P\lpU. prolnl~ 1

.g.l....' A&lkaan. a• • mnlum of 1" ..trueUon I"
IIC hooI• • Th.. .nult .. hl"IOI1l . V'" Ihl' m t'rnoxy <:l
lhoM \liole1lt wft'lu conl ln..e 10 haunt black p.ople .
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lor whal Mgall •• • lWacf'fu1 b<>y<:oll of da..~
nuptH 1,,10 a bloody confl'o nla llon H '_ poli...,
.nd pu pil...



ThtoI~ _ ~ 't••1Id al& ze d_c:oa6wetlC'll " c...e T_ ..
~....ry \97\ . II •__ the &C, lilllel'peer.tloo> of -.. t .
..-.:I the ·oIe 01 the whII. "'l'aoo:IIcet' "'.."I.n......

White Racism and Black
Consciousness

MNo race posseues the monopoly
01 be~llly . InteUlger>ce , Imce, and
Ihere is room for all of us at the
,...ndezvous of vldory, ~ I do not Ihlnk
Aimf Cfsalre was Ihlnklng about
So"lh AfrIca when he ..id Ihese
WOI'ds. The whlles in this co"nl.y
have placed themsel....,s on a IHIlh of
no return . So bIalantly explojlallve In
lerms of the mind and body Is Ih.
pracllal of whir. racism 1"-1 on.
wondeR If lfw Inlerflls 01 blackl and
......il'" In lhis countr'y ha.... not
bec~ so mutu aD!I • .<duslYl' a, to
ndudt! .... pouIbWty 01 mer. being
"room loo all 01 uS al Ihe .endezY'ou.
of YicI"'Y• .

The while man', q..... loo power
hao led him to destroy wIIh "II...
rurhlnlnesl wMlewr .... stood In
his ....a\l. In an effort to dlYide lhe
bIacIr worid In Imns of &lPlrMlons.
.... powen that be ha.... ......Jved a
p1--.,nV ttu.r srr~ the black
WOfId ¥Id giYO!lI prn...enn.l ....a1.
_ to certain groups. FUlher , lhey
have b!.lI1II up _ .. IritNoI COCOO" ' ,

therq hoplIog to lncre _ 1n1...·1ritNoI
• .feeIIng and to d_ IN e '" ,gOes
'" !he bIacIr poropIor toward, alll\irllr'og
h,lse p r.Krib.d " h • • d oms" ,

Cocoons
.......~~~., . ...... hoptd . lfw black
peoJllor could beeff~ conlalned
In these various COCOOI '. 01 flOp'''' '

sIon , oruphemioticaly .efened 10 as
'homela nd, ' , Al lOme lIag. ,
however, the powers lhaI be had 10
IlarI de/;nlng lfw sphere 01 ectivlIy of
these apartheid lnItitutIons MOlt
black,~ Inlbaly the '*'-n,
ne5S 01 the pramlle and ha.... now
realised mal lhey "-YO! been laken
for a big rick . J UI! .. lhe NallY.
Repraenl_ e CotJnd1 bee..... a
po/itical flop lhal embarrassed lis
cre",lon. I predlr:! lhal a lime wiD
come ......n I..... Il<><>go! bod.. wiD
prove ""'Y cosdy not only In lerms 01
~ bul .100 tn lerms 01 lhe
credlbilily oI lhe I!ory lhe Nallorlalills
are lrylrog to feU . In lhe meanllme the
black, a,e beginning 10 reall... Ih.
need to ra lly around the cause of
Iheir suffering ·Ihel, black skin , and
10 Ignore Ih.. false proml..., Ihal
come from Ihe white world.

Then again Ihe p,og, eulve ly
. terne' legislation Ihal has lately lilled
Ihe Soulh Afrk:~n .t ~tute books has
h~d ~ !pnt effee! In convlndng Ihe
people of lhe e \lll Inherent In Ihe
'llstem of epenbetd . No ~moun l 01
propaganda on Rlld H) Banlu or pro­
mises of freedom being grant.d 10
som. d. sert hom. l~nd will ever con ·
vince the blacks thai Ihe government
mean. ",,,n, so long as Ihey ex·

P4'flence "",,,:lestallon, of Ihe \ack of
r.specl lor Ih • d~nhy of man a" d for
his property III shown dwing lhe
mau .emove" from the Ufba" a..... .
Th. un"":"uary harassment of
AfrIcan. by police , both '" ........s and
i" sIde 1(....m ·'lps , and lhe ruthleu
appllcilliion of that SCOUJ9" of lIM
people , lhe pass Ill...., are con.u>'"
..mind.... 11,;11 the ..mI . man Is on
top and IN ' the blacN. are onlv
lo lera l.d - wllh Ihe grealesl
. ....aIfl ... NJedIn& 10 "1/, anyone
flnding h/rnsoeIf .. the N«'i...ng end of
such dellbef_e (though ul'lCill!led lor)
c::ruelly m.... ullImately ask him_I
the question : wMl do 1have to lose?
ThIs .. what lhe blacks are begin,,1ng
10 ask !hem"""-.

To add .... Itlls , the oppotirIon
.anks he"", t.een thrown Inlo m­
and conlutkr 1. AI oppo$IIio-' partie$
N "'" 10 ..tbIy the basic demand. of
poIihQ. They wanl power and al !he

..me lime :hey ...._ 10 be /oit. It
......... 0«'1'" to them that the su.est
way 01 belog unfair. to withhold
power from the naI!Ye popuLallor'l .
twnce one ~mal,,1y comes to lhe
conclusion .foal Ihn e Is no ,...al dil·
f.rence bet"'"" the Unit.d Partv
(The Unlled Partv used 10 be lIM of·
Ileal oppo,,:b n to ,he NP 4lld con­
silled mos"y of Engllob·spealdng
whun. The UP II pr...nlly
fepresenle<i by lhe New Republic
Party (NRPl·Ed.1and Ih. NilllorIe1Ist
Party, If IMr e Is, a IlfOng pouibllhy
e. l,t, Ihat Ih. Unlled Part}l ls on lhe
right of Ih" Nationalists . On. need
only to Ioo~ al Ih. l. famoll' slog..",
MWhlle ,up",macy oy... Ihe ",hoi. of
South Alrlc~~. to real ise Ihe . "Ienl lo
",hlch Ihe .."el! for pow.r can cloud
• ven ouch ,uppo...dly Immort~1

ch~.acterlsl~ as lhe "Engh, h sen",
01 fair plny- . A/rk:afll long ago
dIsmissed lI,e Unlled Part}l ill a great
polillcal fra' ,d , The Coloured people
have slnee followed , ult. If Ih..
Unit.d Pert ... Is gaining any IIOt., at
a ll ll ls prec.lvlll beeause Ills beccen­
i" g more I'"pllcit In lb fadst policy. I
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wollid ....,ntu.e 10 "'y lhal Ih. m Oil
oy.,.du. pollilcal I!ep in Soulh
Afrlciln While pollllcs" am~. bel .
......n the Un ited and Na1lonelill Pa. ·
tie• .

The lltrtallor'l beI......n ,he Pro­
gr. ssIY. P~ny end blacks ....a ,
brought to a JUd. I!op by Ieg\slal\orl .
Som. black, erg..e lhat at lhat mo­
ment IN P1 0g0ewlou 1oסi: their only
chance of i11I1.sin1ng lOme Mmblonc.
of~ by no! chooaIflg 10
disband fatt- man Jow U- blKk
conslIl\lenlS . V.. I ar>not help feel­
Ing !hat IN Progr_ .meTgIrd
more pwilied from lhe orde-' . The
ProgJess/Yfl haw never be"" lhe
bIaclr marl" • • al hope . They .......
-'ways be"" a whir. perly aI heart .
fjghtirog Jar a more Iatrtng .....V 01
pr'"""'*"9 whir. v....... In IhlI
lIOUthem tip of AfrIca. a wtI no! be
long before the blacks ",leIe U­
powny 10 !heir~ In CCHilCHl•

•

lerms, Beca..... at the tradlllOn forc.
I'd onto lfw cou"tr'y. lhe poor people
shall alwaJII be black peCI9Ie . h Is nol
$Urpr;s;ng , the ..foI. , that the bloocks
should wish 10 TId lhem"'....... of •
",,",.m r\ill locks up the _alth oI lhe
countr'y In lhe hands at a f. ... , No
doubt Rick Turn... WaS Ihlnklng 01
this when he declared tha i Many black
gmtemm.nl Is lIh ly 10 boO' .odallsl ~ .

In his article on '"The Relevanc. of
Conlempora.TJI Radical Thoughl- .

W. now come 10 the group lhat
hu longest enJo\llrd confld.nce from
the black word · Ihellberal ntabll,h ·
ment , including l adical and Iehill
grOllPS , The b~est mi,t ak. th.
black world eveT made was 10
ass ume Ihat whoeve. opposed a.pa.·
Iheid was a" ally. For I long 11m. Ih•
black world hal been looki"g o"ly ~l

th.. governing party and no! so milch
at the whole pow.,. structure as Ihe
objo!d 01 thel••age , In a senM Ih4!
w l)I pol!lic~l lIOCabula.y Ihal Ihe
blacks haw used hal be. n Inh.-r1led
from the liberals. Therefore ~ Is nol
surpTlslng lhal a lllenc.. """,e formed
$0 easily wilh the IIber.ls.



Guilt

Soweto 1983: Pupils of Ibhongo Senior S econd",y S choul d.-s h for
sa fety fro fl ' b.a rgas ca onlsters t hrown a t Ihem during a boycoll .

How many ",hite people fighting
for thei r version of a change in South
Ahica aTe re"lly motivated by ge ­
nuine conce,n and not by gUilt ? Ob­
viously it is a cruel assumplion to
believe thaI all ",hites a,e not .incere ,
yet nJethod. adopted by .ome
gTOUps often do suggest a lack 01real
commitment. The e...nce " f pol itics
ISIO di,ect oneself to lhe group ",hich
wields po"'er . Most white dissident
group. are aware 01the power "'leld­
ed by the ",hit.. power .tructure ,
They a,e qu ick to quol e statistics on
how big the delence budget is. They
know exactly how eHeclively lhe
police and the a,my Can conlrol pro­
te. ting black horde. - peaceful 0'
o therwl... . Th..y know 10 ",hat
deg.ee the black world is Infiltrated
by the ...cu,lty police. Hence they
" re completely con~inced of the im­
potence of the black people . Why
then do they pelslst In talking to the
blacks? Since they aTe aware that the
pToblem In this country is white
racism , ",hy do they not add ress
themselves to the white ",orld?

and Iim~ed boy.:<.>lts and they hoped t"!lTated Circles are a soporific 10 the
the .est could be . alely left to lhe blacks while salVing Ihe conscience,
tTOubled conKie"ce of Ihe 1..1,- of lhe gullt-slicken while II wo,k.
minded English f"lk. hom Ihe false premise that , because

it Is difficult to bring people fTOm dil­O! COUrse this ,; tuallon could not
lasl. A new bte.d of black leade.. ferent race. togelher in Ihis co untTy,

achievement of thl' is In itself a step
w.o. beginning 10 take a dim vie'" of towa.ds the tOlal libeTation of the
the Involvement " ~I liberals in a st"'g- blacks Nothing could be mo,e
gle that Ihey .egard "s esse nlially misleading.
theirs , ",hen the polillcal movements
of the blacks were either banned Or
harassed into non ·exlstence . This left
the .tage open " nce more lor the
liberals to conlim", wllh their work of
"lighting for the ' ~lhts 01 lhe bl..cks" .

It never cccu.. ~d to the liberals
that lhe integ." ,;on they Insisled
upon as an effecti"e way of opposing
apartheid ",as ImroOSSible to achieve
In South Ahica, ,I had to be artificial
because It was be ing foisted On two
parties "'ho.e entire upbringing had
been to .upport tl-e lie that one Tace
"'as superior and "thers Inferior, One
has 10 oveThaul tt,e ",hole system In
South Africa beinre hoping to get'
black and while walking hand In
hand to oppose a «>mmOn enemy
A. it is. both black and ",hite "'a lk In­
to a hastily organised Integ.ated cir­
cle ca"ying with them the seeds of
destrUCtion of that Circle -their In­
feriority and 'Upe:1orllJl complexes .

The myth 01 .",tegratlon as pro­
pounded under the banner of the
liberal Ideology fT·" st be cracked "nd
killed because Jt m"ke. people
believe that some:hing Is being done
when in Tealily rhe ..rtilicl" lIy in-
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Who are the liberals In South
Africa? It Is tha t curiOus bunch 01
non-conlormlsts who explain the ir
participallon In negallve terms; that
bullCh 01 do-gooders that go under
all sorts of names - IibeTal. , lefti.t . ,
etc . These a"t the people who argue
thaI they a.e nol Tesponsible fOT
wh~e .adsm and the country's "In­
humanity 10 the black man" ; these
are the people who claim that they
too leelthe oppression just as ac ute ly
as the b1l>cks and th",efoTe should be
,Iolntly Involved In the black man',
struggle for a p1l>ce undeT the sun ; In
st>ort, these aTe the people who $<Iy
that they have black souls ""apped

• up in wh~e skins.

The liberals set about their
business with the utmost efficiency .
They made it a political dogma that
all groups opposing lhe Sfatu. quo
must necessarily be non-racial In
slrOOu.e , They matntalned that lf
you .tood for a principle 01 non­
rllCllllism you could not in any way
adopt what they described as racialist
polleles . They even delined to the
block people what the lalle r should
light lor.

With thts sort of lnlluence behind
them, most black leaders tended to
rely too much on the advice 01
lIOOra"' . For a long lime, In lacl , it
became the occup<ltlon of the leader­
. hlp to "calm the masses down" ,
while they engaged In hu ille. s
negotlallon with the SlOI". quo,
Thei. whale polillcal action, in lact,
was II programmed course In the art
of gentle persuasion through protests



Congr"", bll lh" "old guard" wllhin
Its leader .hlp . TheS(' young men
wer(' qu..st~nlng a number of lhings .
among whk:h W.S Ihe Mgo Jlow'" al·
litude adopted by Iha lud..,ohip .
and Iha 10..... wllh which lh<i' le.der­
ship . cc.ptad co . Utto n. with
organiMllons other lhan thole run by
b~k. . The ·P. ople' , Charl('"
adoplad in KIplown in 1955 was
<i'\lklenc. <II rNa. In II wnw one can
sail !hIII1hcM _ . the Iir-st , ('al Jigns
thai lila blacks In Soulh Africa ......
beginning 10 ..alIM the .-d. 10 go ~

alone lind 10 evohta II pNlo.ophll
'-ad on . and dJrllCll'd by . blaeks . In
other """dl, Black CO''\IdouSO<i'$$
...-11. olowIy m."d«ting _ If.

"mall be o.aId that . on !he broader
pokt;o:al lronl , blacks in South A/r;ca
ha.... noll thown 11I\11 <W<rrI signs of
n('w thinking IInce the banning of
lhn political partj&1; nor _'10 lhe
tlgn. of dlS9"'nllem. nt ....h lhoe
whrte world IiJIv('n • •n l chance 10

cryst.lh"" into • po"llllle . pproach .
Black studenl•. on Ihe othe, hand .
~an 10 relhlnk Ihelr po_Ilion in
bl . c k ·whU e c o . lll io ns . T h e
eme'!lt'nc(' of SASO and iii lough
policlI of non·lnvolvemenl wilh Ihe
while world ..., ~Ople'l mind_lhink ·
Ing along new Itne• . Thi, was a
cha llenge to thOi' age -old "adilion in
Soulh Af' lca that opposillon 10 apa, ·
theid was enough 10 qualilll white.
lor ""C('planc:. by the t>lack world.
Dnpir(' prOlftf and chllrges of
racialism from liberal·mind<od wh il.
stud..nl•• lhe blllck Sludenl$ stood
tum in lha1r ,.".mon of the pri~
of unholy ....ncn beI_ ..n blac:....
lind whlln

The cal lor Black Consdousneu II
lhe motI pooiIiw cal 10 come from
anll liJI'oup In the black worid lor a
long lime "is ..-.lhan just a reac·
bonary '.jKtlOn 0( whit.. by black" .
The quinl....nu of iI li the ,....
lion by lhOi' bLK.... lhal . In Older 10
lU lU,. "",U In IhiS ganw of powe1'

politics . IMy haw to uS(' II"" coocepl
01 group power and 10 build a strong
found.lIon 10 ' Ih i. . Being an
hlIlorlcally. pohhcamll. socially and
. conomlc allll dlsl nh. ,i . .. d and
disposr.e.""d group . th('11 have the
$I' OI\!lt'Il loundal~n from which 10
0 1"', . 1(' . Th(' phllosoph ll 01 Blac:k
Consciou.ne... the,('lore. "xp'e.....
g.oup p. lde .nd th(' del",mln.llon
by th(' black. 10 ,I... . nd allain lhe
('nv l",ged .elt . Al the h"lIr! of this
kind 01 Ihlnklng I. Ih(' realisalion bll
th., black. thaI the most pol.,nl
wupon In the hand. oi lhOi' op­
PleSlOT " lh" mind of th. oppre....d .
Onc.. the lalla hili be('n SO ('ff"CIllle-

black .n.'911 . Fot Ih. 2O-_""ar·oId
wM .. liba,al 10 l'Xpcd 10 be lICupl('d
with open . ,m. Is sur.lll to
o".rull ma t. Ih. p OW.1S of
forg;",. .... of tlla black Pl'OPle. No
man. , how v-nuln(' II lIbnars
mot!lI.llo.,j may be , he has10 aa:epI

thai . tho,:~ h he did noll chooooe 10 be
born inlO 1.orIIIIWgiI: . tlla black$ cannoll
bul boo IU ol his rnoIIvn.

Whaf I t 1rIird 10 show II that in
Sov.lh A/rk. poIinCIII JlOWft' has
a1WII'" raoted with wt.it. soddy. No!
only hall1 IN whit" bHn gullty 01
boling on the off........ but. by """'"
. killul manooo u"'u, Ih. 1I hall('
managed 10 conuol lhe ,. sponses of
IhOi' blac: 10 tIM proyou.bon . Not
only ha (hey kicked th(' blad< bul
th"l1 also told him how 10 ...act to lhe
kiork. Fo< a IoI>lJ u.... the black has
!wen li.lening with pati..nc:.. to Ih..
Ildlllc.. h. h.s be.n rec..illing on how
bl'st 10 r~.pond to Ih.. kick. Wilh
palnlul . 1:>Wn.... h.. Is now begining
10 ,how ~Ignl that it tl his righl and
du tll to r~spond to the kick in the
way he " 'eJ Ill .

MWe Culr>ured m('n , in this specilk:
""",,",nl . j hlstoric:al t'IIOlUlion. hall('
contdoutl" 9'......d in ~. ""m br....lh .
IhOi' noIIo:.r. 01 Ou' v«ubar uoi­
quen",". 1M norIon <II juSl who "'"
ar. and what ,lInd ",,"I """ III adll.
on CYft'j plano! and In ~r!.

nM11I . 10 _ ..... thor TflPOIltibilitln
which piou.d from thll corning InIO
consd<>unotM. n.. pecularcy 01 our
placil in It'.. world II noll 10 be confu...
<i'd _ h 1I"y<)N . '1. lh<i' pecubrt·
til of our ..able" .. whid'I ..en' 10 be
,educad 10 subordlnal. Ionns 01 anll
ott- problem . n.. pacubar;ty of ou,
h lslor ll . I.cad wil h ." n ibl.
mlsforlU..... which belong 10 nO oll>n
hill"'Y. lh<i' pecubrily 0 1 Ou'
c"~ ,,••. whk:h .... inl('nd 10 &Yo! and
10 make iIv. In 11I\ eva .('allef man­
..... ." (Aim' allll... 1956 . In his let·
te, of ' ' 'lgnlluon from the F..nc:h
Commu"'lII P. rtll.)

At . t o"t Ihe ",me lime d' al
Chalra ..1d thll . the.. w. s .,merging
In Soulh Alrk:a • g.oup of .ng.y
young bI.ock men who _,e beginn­
ing 10 "grasp Ihe notion of (th.,I,}
pac ullar unlqu('n('slw . nd who were
eeger I<:' rI('/lne who t.... 11 wer(' and
wh<ll. Tn~"" ",,'a Iha elem('nll who
war. d.. ;, unlled _h lhOi' direction
Impow« on thOi' AiTlclln N.lional

Terrible

In iIJl . Hort to "nsWO!1' It...... ques·
lions ooe 1\,0. 10 corne 10 the palnf,,1
o;oncluslon thai the librral 1$ In fact
4ppell$lng hiI own conlClenc.. . or ill

bnI II.~ 10d.mon.,..ta hlf Id.m.
IiIiaIion with the blIck~ only
10 I... . docs not _ all his bn
..m Iv. rNtivn on the DItwr 1ide' of
'm. culour .... Betrog while he
~ 'r1'ntl'o.N1.....A1 p" l"", totN
. d.osiw pool of while pri\IIIegn
!rom ...bIeh hot don not he_'" 10
ntJad~~ su•• him _Vet . sine.
he td.nliflft wilh the bl6<:u. he
lIIOWS around his wh.. cirdn
....... ..-only beaches. ,,... ..,, . /lnl$,
and~ • with .. Iigh,... load.
I" ling rh.al he II not ~k. lh.e . 1Ht. Yet
a' the bold< of ti ll mind 1$ .. constant
.emlnd... 1hal he II qu~.. comlOf1"bIe
41 things $land and thcrfto<e ohould
nol bolhe'T . bou t cha nge Although
he doe. !>Ol vote for th.. Nat ionalist s
(no,,", tha' the y a r. In th.. majotily
anyway!, h. feel. WeU'" ..nd... the
pTotedlon oU... ed by the Na1iOnfthlts
and subconsciou lly shuns ,he Ide. of
change .

n... limitations ,hal have accom­
panied th" Involve ment of 11b<'...I. In
the bl.Kk man', struggle have been
ITIO$Ily .npon"blc for the alTes! 0/
progreso . Because 01 thckf lnl.,..;omy
eornpLt. , blacks h"vlt tended to
Ibten MrloIlsill 10 "'~ I .... 1ibr,a1s
had 10 MIl. Wllh IN... cha,ac ter\slic
am:>ganct! of ......mIng II 'monopoly
o n Inl. lIlg.nC. a n d m o ra l
Judge........, theM wlf ·lIppoint. d
tN_ of bIaek inlorrfll. ha..... gone
on 10 WI lhe pannn ..... pac. foo the
...." 1'011 ol the black """,'.~a--I ..... noll~ III lhe I;brra\s
and thetr in~"""1 NeIIIwr.m I
~ lhal Ih.ry • • lhe _ 10
bIam<t lor the black man'. plight .
Ratt- I 11m d1u.u lllil>lJ the lun­
damcnlal fact lhal 1oIa1Id..nlifiC/lbon
with an "PP'.o.wd 9'oup in II sll"l..m
!hal fore ... on.. group to ..ni<>\l
pn...tJ.gn a nd 10 Lw on 11M ,,,,,,a t of
. n.otlwt , " Impossible . Wh~ .. socIe111
collediwlll_th. blacks $0 huge.
d..b4 lhat no on.. m..mb." ohould
.ulom.licali ll a~pcd 10 ..liCape from
th.. bl.nk..t cond" mnaHon th"t n....ds
mull com. /tom th. blac:k world 11 1.
nol a. If wklt(', . , .. a llo......d to ('njoy
privill'g. Onlll wkl'n Ihell declar..
I....ir soIid",111I with th. ruling pallll .
1h<lIl .or. born Into privllt>ge .nd a, ..
nourIsh"d by and nunu,.d In the
•1JIf. m of ,ulhle.. l'XpIoiIalion of

The call .. BIKk Contdouaneu III Ih. -.... ~I"" e-U10 cotne I
lronI atllI IIfO'4I ... Ih. bIadr. -W lor • Joo,.f time. ,
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ly manipulated and co nt.o lled by the
opp.eosor as to make the oppressed
believe that he is a Iiabilily to lhe
white man , then lhere w;l be nothing
the o pp,,,",,d can do lhat will .ea lly
SCare lhe powerful ,maste.s. He nce
thinking a lo ng lines of Black Co n­
sciousness makes the black man ••",
hlmsell as a being, enlire In h imself,
and nol as an extension of a b.oom
or add lUonal leve.ase 10 some
machine . At Ihe end of II all, he can­
not lolerale atte mpt. by an ~body 10
dwarf th e sign ifica nc e o f h i.
man hood . Once lhis happen. , we
shan k""w that lhe real man In the
black pe.son I. beginning 10 shine
through .

I have spoken of Black Co n­
ICIoUUleSS a. If it 10 something thaI
can be readily detected . Granted lhls
may be an o ve.-statemenl at lhis
stage , yet il io true thaI, g.adually ,
blacks a.e becoming mo.e and more
conscious of Ihe self. They are begin­
ning to rid their minds 01 Im p.lsonlng
nolions which ere the legacy of the
control 01 tbelt attilude by whites ,
Slowly , they have cast aside the
'moralily a.gumenl' which preve nled
them /rom going II a lo ne and are
no w Iea.ning lhal a 101 01 good can
be derived fro m specilic exclusion of
whiles from black Institutions . Of
course it 10 not surpri.lng 10 us thaI
whiles are not very much awa'e of
these developing lo.ces since such
consclou.ness Is essentlaUy an
Inwa.d-Ioo klng process . It has
become common practice in lhi.
country lor people to consult the ir
papeB to see what is said by black
leade•• - by which they und e.stan d
the leaders of the various ap.;rlheld
Inslilutlon• . While lhese bodies a .e
often explolled by Individual. In
them fa,- cand id la lklng , they cert" ln­
Iy cannol be laken serio usly as y" ,d­
slick. by which 10 meaSU'e black lee l.
ing on any topic.

The growth of " wa.eneS$ amo ng
South Afrlc:an blacks hes o hen been
....c .lbed 10 Influence I.om the
American 'Negro' movemenl . Yel il
$eems 10 me Ih"t this Is a sequel 10
the a ttainment of independence by
so many African sla les wilhln so
short a lime , In facll.emember Ihat
al Ihe lime I was a t high school, Dr
Haslings Kam uzu Banda wa• •,111 a
mililanI and used 10 be a hero 01 a
frie nd 01 mine . His often quo led
stalement was, 'This Is a black man's
co...ntry ; any while man who does
no! hke II must pack up and go' .
Clearly al thlo stage the myth of the
invincibilITy 0/ Ihe while man had
been exposed . When fellow Afrlcans
we.e ta lking like Ihat ho w could we

sll1l be hafbo uri..g Ideas o f continued
servllude? We knew he had no . Ighl
to be the.e : we wanted to 'emo ve
h im lrom 0 ... . Idble , . t.lp the lable 01
all l.app lngs Ol" l on II by him.
decorate II In t...." African style, sellie
down and Ihen 1M him 10 join us on
o ur own te,ms if he liked . Thi. is
whal Banda was saying . The facl lhat
American temln" logy ha' o ften been
used 10 express ( ,It lhoughls is me.e­
Iy because all n-ow ideas seem 10 gel
exlenslve publicity In lhe United
Slates.

Nallo nal consclou.neS$ and its
sp.ead In Soulh Africa has 10 wo.k
against a numLe. of laclors . Fi. st
the.e a .e lhe tredillonal com plexes,
then the emptiness o f tbe nallve 's
past and la.tly Ihe qu..stlon 0 1 black·
white depende'lC)' , The trad ITio na l
Inferlor-.upe. lor black-whlte com­
plexes a.e delilwrale crealions 01 lhe
colonialist, Thro'Jgh the wo.k of mis_
sio naries and Ihe slyle o f educallon
adopled , th.. black. we... mad.. to
fee l thai the w" lle ma n was SOme
kind of god whos.e word could nol be
dou bted . As Fa,lon puIs il: "Col ­
onialism is not Htis/led merely wilh
holding a peo pl" In ils g. lp and emp·
lying the Natlvc . b.aln of a ll fo.m
..nd co nlenl ; b~ a kind o f perv..led
logic , it turns leo the past o f the o p­
p.essed p eo ple and d is to . ts,
dlshg u.es, and destroys I!." Al lhe
end o f il all. the blacks have no th ing
10 lean on, nOlh,ng to ch..... them up
at the p.e.en t mo ment and Vi'ry
much 10 be afra"l 01 In Ihe lutu.e .

The attil... d.. 01 some .ural Alrlcan
folk who are al]ainst ed uca tio n is
often misunde.sl' oo, nolle... l by Ihe
Afrlcan intellectual Yet Ihe .easons
pul fo.....a.d by these people c....y
wllh lhem Ihe . ..a lisallon o f Ihei. in·
he.ent dlgnlly .."d wonh. They see
"ducalloo as the quickesl way 01
destro ying Ihe subslanc" 01 Ihe
African cultu .e . They complaIn bil­
te . ly o f the dlstur llon In Ihe IIle pal ·
tem, non -obse,,'allon 01 cus,oms.
..nd conslant deHslon from the nOn·
conforml. ,s whenever eny of them
go th.ough scho, 1. Lack 0 1 .e . pect.
lor the elde•• is, in the African h ..dl.
Ilon , an ...nforglv..ble and cardi nal
sin. Yet how Ct.n One p.evenl Ihe
10.. of respect of child fer Ietber
wh en the child ~ actively laughl by
hi. know·all whll<' tutors 10 d isregard
his family', teac;l':lg.? How can an
Alrlcan avoid Ios " g .espect for his
lrad ition when ir. school his who le
cullu.a l backg.o u' ,J Is summed up In
One wo.d: barba, :sm?

To ..dd 10 Ihe whlte -orlented ed uc­
tion .ece lved , tt e whole h i.,ory o f
the black peo pl.· Is p.esenled as a
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long lame n t.. tio n o f .epealed
d .. fe a t s , ~I r .. ng e l y en ou gh,
eve.ybody has Co me to accept that
the hl. ,ory o f South Af. ica slart. In
1652. No do ... b1 lhls ls to sUPPOrl the
often-lo ld lie thaI blacks ""'ived in
this count.y al abo UI the sam" time
... Ihe whites , Thus , a 10101 aUen tion
h..s 10 be paid 10 0 '" hl51o,y if we as
blacks wanl 10 aid each o lhe. in OU'
coming inlo co nscio usness. We have
10 '''Wllle o ur hlsto.y and d"sc. ibe in
It the heroes lhal lo.med Ih" co .e o f
resislance 10 the whit" invaders .
More has to be .evealed and st,ess
has 10 be laid on Ih" .uccessf ...1
na llon- build ing aU"mpls by people
Ilke Chaka , Moshoeshoe and Hlnlsa .

Our cullure must be dellned in
conCle te te rms . We musl .elale Ihe
pa.' 10 lhe pre..,nt and demonsl. ..le
an hislorlcal evolutio n 01 Ihe modern
African. We must re ject the attemps
by the powe•• lhat be 10 p.ojecl an
a rre.led ima!!" of OU' cu ltu.e, Thl. is
nol the sum to lal 01 0 ... . culture . They
have delibe.a le ly ....esled Our cu llure
a l the b lbal stag" 10 pe'peluale Ihe
m yth lh" l Af.ican people were Olea.·
cannibals. had no .eal ambilions in
hie, and were p.eoccupied with . ex
and drink . In fact the widesp.ead
vice often lo und In Ihe Alrie an
lownshlps is the .esull of Ihe in ·
terfe.ence of Ihe while man in the
nal u. ,,1 evo lullo n 0 1 Ihe l....e nativ"
cult "re ,

!l Is ollen claimed that the ad ­
vocales o f Black Co nsclo ....ne•• a,e
hemming themselves into a closed
wo.ld , choosing 10 weep on each
oth sho ... ld...s and Ihe.eby cutting
oul seful dialogue wllh the ." sl of
the world , Yel I I..el that the bl"ck
people of lhe wo.ld , In choosing 10

.eject the legacy 0 1 colonialism and
white domination an d 10 build
a ro ... nd themselve. lhel' o wn valo" s,
slandards an d o utlook to life , have a t
lasl e , ' abli.hed a solid base for mean­
Ing l ... l co -op e .atlon a mo ng . l
themselves In Ihe la rge , battle o f the
Thi.d World against the . ich nalion•
As Fano n puIs ll; "The con­
sclousne» of Ih" sell i. not the clos­
Ing 01 a door to co mmunicat io n
.. .. Natio na l consclo usnes. , which i,
nol nalionallsm . i. lhe only thing Ihat
will giv,; ... . an inlernallonal dimen ·
sIon." Th is is an encouraging sign ,
10 . lhe.e i. no do"bl that the black ·
while po wer slruggle in Soulh Ab ica
is bul a mic.ocosm ollhe global con·
fro nla llon between the Third Wo. ld
and Ihe .ich while nallons of Ihc
wo. ld which is manifesting ilsell in " n
eve. mo.e .eal manne, as the y"a rs
go by.

• • • •



H.. \II" lKC uoed 0/ conlradicling
his own "'WI, bu, his acculell we. ..
unable 10 OW specihc " " ..mpln
botealOW ttwy did nor: h.wt' o;opon of........

B«ause of this . and b«auw limo!
W" I . unn ing o ul o n Sunda\l.
delegat... agoe...:! 10 d....... furth ....
dIscussion on his paper to a Iyrn ·
pollu m of black co nsclo u l ne l .
organlsallon s.

All the delegatel w..,e ag.eed on
10m.. ba slc poinl l • lhlll the st, uggle
for land . e possOlw OII Will th", ov..r·
lidirlg factor . thaI ~kl wanl II
1OC1al11t Mt·up . and ll\at I wal
no pIac.. in then Ilrugg!a for 11...

M. Nku manll Kcu...d whil..
Monall of -.eIing UI 10 .....a t..
ou.......... from thorm"'""'"-' and had
a go at MlrBistI. whom be 1IoCC\I...d
of laying that blacks and whM" had
10 gd IOgt'lhO!'T 10 find a common
..nemy.

HO\ll to int..rp•• t bl/ICk con ·
scloUlnell a l an Ideology for hbere ­
lion II no w Ihe Be dll..mma In the
. arly dllys 01 bl/ICk conscloulness. tt
waf more a matte. o f co nsclentjsing
blIIC k$ llboul Ihelr oppressscn .

Now M is a q uest ion of how 10
galv........ blacks Into a vehicloo for
lIbtration, for ...... ueMlng IN land

Commm.... . Mr Curtll Nkondo . /lllI$
finr prflldt'nl _ Up I<) Ih.. tImt' , Be
was lnterprt'l t'd ... a phllor.ophy for
tt.. ptyd>oir.gical and phv*-al 'bt'ra·
Ilon 01 opprnMd blacIu.

But III , ... inaugut" congo.....
11vr.. wal a lignihcan' Iopm...,'
\r'I It.. philotoph\l. Dorlt'gal lnl....·
pr......:! t.... tlad< struggl. as a .ac.. ·
c lall lIruggt.., with blacks being o p­
prell'ld liS t CIaSI.

Blackl we.e c1alli!i..d """,.kelS,
wllh white """'.k being r..j<>c1..d
becau... th"Y 0' .egllrded III the
labou. lI' islrocracy \IIhlch kepI th..
Govemmmt \r'I po.......- 10 p"oted ill
own prhlt~t'd position .

ThoI .,...., .-\tapo const\Iution plac­
..d II.o ng .. mphull on black
....orkorrs . lJ.-l .ilor the blaele struggl. 10
repo ....... IN land from whM... \lllIS
delClitwd . ' the .aIying polt>t• •11«
w... dncrit:ed lIS a claw dt'lerminant
In Sc>ulh J\l.00a.

And • \lias this inl..rpr..lation that
was challenged by some de~at.....t
tbe co ng.ell , L.,d by M, VUII
Nkumanll. ch..l.mlln 01 the cuhu' lIl
gro up Md..u. th.. g.o up 01 d..ll'gates
Insisted thaI 'h", nat lonal ll. u.ggle wa.
solely for ' n.. .epossesslorl of th...."".

M. Nkum..ne , Mr lakn Moiok","9
and or........ 3"YI! .... Indicallon of thO'"
COOlTowny 10 cornt' when tIwy
ch.allt'nged He<liogio .. terms .......t in
a (Omp".hensiw. ana/ytlcal . eport
on oedllUllon p"ewnlt'"d by an Azapo
o;ommlHion ,

l.Indet ltw tit le ~~lum and
Iyllabus- , IhO'" ' epor1 said: -n...
domlnllnt k!" 111 0/ gov..mmenl and
m..anl o f enforcement th• •eof lind
thus II IIble to organl.. IOCI..ty 10 III
10 enlt..nch tt..,1f and k....p in l ub·
Juga tlon Ih.. oth cIaswI."

M. Nkum and hi' I\lPportO!1'S
Im tnt'd~ely challengord t.... COl\CO!])II
of doll In ~ Ienglhy debal.. which
ovenhadou.t'd the CommiloSlon'l f....
•eport tt...IL ThoIy obj«tt'"d to
"foreign Irk-ooiogy" being usord to in ·

1...-prt1 ItwI .. noggIe . •
T1Ic debAte continuord .... into the

nlght 0Wf '" cia. o;onc:..pb when
, .... Aupo natlorllll organiler , Mr
l.elliltsl M<.oWlIa, p......nlt'"d II p ..per
o n ~t"" c~ allenge of Iabou' In Ihe
1 980·1~ .

Al on. ~ oini, M. Mosala accu..,d
10m.. peoplt' 0/ ~.....lng communism
and Moocov,t whn Ih..y hea.d the
term clau.

llwI diff....."'n 0Wf lnt...•
p"d atlon ~ 10 a M ad I.... n. ,,1
m o. nlng ,..h .. n Mr Nku mll n.
p".......tlfd .. pa.per on '"Itw Inroads of

10

Idyllic setting for a tough battle
libetals into black conldou....n>~.

TM Imglhy. o;onhOYCl'siaI p.Ilper
look moll delegat", by turpriM.1or it
II<rw directly In the lac" of !he con­
stitutiOn emphasioing the Ilrugg:\e 01
WOfUrs ,

Mr NIr....""'''''' look the opporlunily
10 ,,,jed ~Marxist " nalyoll Of d orltning
d o..,.." . He called lor an application
to Ah1ca n (uk...,,, . quotlllg 1!'.1'''' siw­
Iy born II"d,ml. showing In.t in piI. t
c.",turln, African no ,ml In ~arlous

field. we... we ll ahead of oth... can·
l inen•• .

He called for " .e"lfn to lh.e posl­
lion prior 10 1652. wh..n whi''''' Ii..t
wtlled In the country .

But "'" paper wM 50 \englhy tha•
many dekgates I0'Il his Itlna<! lU
w at c~ on lIarioI.&S c:oN:q>ll .

and 01>" delegator said I>iIo pap<"!
. 0000nenle<! " shift 10 the ~... nghlR.

H" Wa$ accused of ....elud ing " $(I­

, alWd o:oIou.eds ..nd ",-called In·
dians" ff()fl'l hls defilliliOn of ,....bl.:k
"Tuggle . H" denied the cha,g<' , " " d
wid " Africa is for all who owe
allegiance to Africa . gi lle up'''SSI''"
to Its cultu. .. and i. nol confined to
blllCkl ."

Sam. 50km I>Ofth _$I of PIet",,·
rNttbburg , among the piau.e"'!.....
hIIr. and rock fO<1T\<OIlons nc... lhe
l.In/wnIry of the Nooth . tWMk the
simple, ''' I l k Krans;' . " SI..in
Lutlvr.... M>sslon Cenn• .

n.. 16yIo;wlling _ ml ... unlike·
ly WflIM lor a congr.... oj ~ploo

who ... th .." politicaJ gr<>I.Ip as an
~abovO'·board libe.ation mcv..m..nt~ ,

whoM d..t.a<:torllKCu,," lt1..m of be·
1"9 Int. nedual elrtills and loud·
mouthed .ad kals who vent ,age and
don 't do anything con.t.uct!ve .

But morO' Ihan 200 deklgale1 and
obwrwrl tUlTIt'd up al th.. c..nn.. In
J""uary 1981 for dw annual cOl>­
gr"" of tM Aza n;a.n P..o pl.. ·•
Or9arUMlion IAzapoI.

T1Ic\l ........ awa... that th .. 1t
organl...,lIon II und.., co n l lan t
~ by the authomiel . lor
ttwy ... the propor>entl 01 bWockcon·
ildouInf'sI . T1Ic1r r;o/leagu," have
W", bann..d , jailed and d...a ined ,
Son'\<! d it'd or chose .xil. ,

1'ht' form... Ministe. 01Jultlce. M,
J ,T. K.uge. , who decla.ed \IIa. o n
thO' black consclousnell o .ganl$lr·
lions by banning most 0/ them in
19n , dncribed Be as lhO'" point
.......... I.gitlmalQ dlswnl ancit'd and
g1mlnal actiYiIy began .

On anoI...... " ont. witll tM AfrIcan
Nallo na l Cong. eu and Pan ·
........... Congr.... opt'faring from
... all« bring banned In 1960. tt..
only 1nI111Ml. national black political
organiIarIon operating owrtly In
Sourh Afr;ca is~,

Atapo and Ih.. b lac k con­
SCIoUIn..1I movemenl have been
ce...lul In Iheir allrtud .. 10 \lla,ds Ihe
ANC and lhe PAC . Whtle .ecognls,
Ing th..1t hlsto.lcal '01.. . It ha l nellh...
..ndor..d no. criticised th..m .

But lor Azapo, anolh.., dlm..nlion
h.. bu n InlToduc..d . whal it.
m..rnbcfS Pt'f"t'iw .. an att ..mpt al
mfiIlr.oon by whil.. Iibotalo and
.adic.M. One delegat.. dna-IbId iI ...
.... "lotIII onslaught from It.. nor ·
thrm ouburbs~ ,

If w.. againIl this background that
Azapo d"~al'" galt-oed .. t.... mis·
sion Ct'Rt.., with a number of Impor·
tant papen on a wide . all\l<! ol sub­
lKt' up 10. di!ICullion .

Aupo was formed In 1978 Oul of
lh.. a.h of Mr Kruge" 1 banning. ,
and Jrn dlalely ran Into t.ouble,
Membe.. o f tts Interim uecutlve
w.... dt'lioln...:! , and two m..mben
wer"baniit'd .

In 5..ptemba-. 1979, Aupo w...
kw-.l lnauguraloed with the chair·
man 01 IN Sow-e!o Teadwn' Action



II ....with !his changor of .mphasil
IhaIlha _ brokI ..tlhln lha black
~ _man!. Though

Black thinking falls under the spotlight again
BiKk polItical thinkkng falls und..... .!wI colo.., q....S1ion .... no! .ejoecled , simply no! be ..bIe 10 enlr.nc:h i1..,1f

the S(lOIIighI again when Aupo a ....... j,I,_ ..,as plioc"d on blacks and maln la ln l h" I vs•• m of
holds the Iong·. ""utlfd sympo$ium _ tun Itw labour r.eld CapII6Iiom
on tuck conlidDUsncu wIIhln .. f_ no. probI.m liNt..! bK.I.... 1OnM The IWW"'" _ ks 10 " ncour"'9<'
....... , po OPO"",,11 bdhPd INl llnlns the .....~ Iir~ip boo....! on the poin .

,IlJ,• .,;Iy !Mr.... ...""'... dtobM. on IdO'OIogy focused on the mod,.l poo;t. cIpln of black contdou-.& -
dw """... 01 the I6cology and Itw b1vrn 01 labour re!.o.-;om .nct.. futuro! wor"-'r prid.lo in I/w lolCl thai he is
I!fIT"POIIutn .... go .. long w.v , ..~isaIIon . bade consdouon,," bl«k. unashanwd a nd t"",,d Ol'''
--.k clanfyIng tome oj the tNoo.ic would no! be <'lW 10 prnvId.e a n\l cHosefVlng .nped And he U n get
_ of 1M t~ulioonarll Ideology, ,~.m_ c:nhqu~ of u pllal\sm In.. 1ft{>«! .Ivough I" . colWctiw

W. hln .. ohort $paC' of lime black MOI'<!OW1' , this new vl<rw of black uM y In rrltd.. uniofl s . .... d" mand.
c:onoclousnu s virtuany ch. nged lhe conKlou.ne" "". bled black. to t.opKI . 1.., in mal """I , . " " o: bette•
• ntlr. foe" l of black pollCle1 per' posit , without e,'nlr. dlctlon, b1 l>( k pa y. bell e. working condihono, eq ua t
tolallng 10 all forms of II<:liuily - p r l nc lplu o f .. conom lc , e · f. d lil iu and oppo "uni'in for
from cultur. 1 o.g.nlsallon. '0h. d.. organlsalion and I.>Sert Ih.. vi..... ,hal d..v"lopm..nl and Ih.. l,k..
union. . ,he _ alth "-I.or>!r- 10 ' M wor""... F.om Ih,. morn"n' ..... issu.. 01

So llIi \/las its d""..klpm..n' lha, Th". , wni!f' m.Jnlalnlng .he Ih..ss ~dass~ It inlrod uct'd . Ir.o<W " nion
....... adhf'r. nlt found iI dlffk ult 10 on ~colout- , !he ~llialOf'l of lhe .....\/I "'ganiSlliOn is 1M Iog;cal lollow·up .
u..p P"C" with its _ Iu"'. No lhinlung ad&td ' 1M! dim..ru.lon of In ttld.. " niOn. , ......~n .... d,s-
__ had blac:k~ - class- 10 blac:k~, In to c.....nlt'd .u allin, Tlwir 5Iarwlard 01
.-I..d !he Id... 01 psychologal doing, Itwy r«<>gniMd thII iii blac:k IvIn.s """'.. 11",,,, inlO ......... ha5 bftn
.....1IIlon lind pnde in .,..,.'. bnIg Pf'CIPIot _ .. opprnwd bul_ fur· called oJ"1abouo- oIflSlon«y- . \IJh~...
wtwn . ..1l.IdcMnIy dw>giIod iI. ..m · 'h... in ,,-" anaIvsis by .ddmg ,hal do IlOl lIer 1M ~ indognilin 01
pt..- 10 bIKk """",""," , And ,hen, black """""'s,p~, lUll..."" blac:k Ih,.y do """ w.. In

IIw qunt\Ofl 01 .._anaIyaing !he ,1'1.. most oIClJl.. I",... of Up!oilallon . compounda, Ihf'y ..nlOV I"" .-;gh. 10
ldeoIogy lOOk f<)O( . panidpalion in II\,. po/Itnt proc..ss

O"..ng If. ..arly dlY'. Ilogan. like Along wIIh F,a',z Fanon, .he n..... -.u ."".... facio.. al"'MI.. black
~k .. be.ulifur and ·'Pow... vl..w look In.o ..;coun' Ihll ...h.." work.... from ...hit..s.
bolong. 10 .h.. black poi!opl,," lOO n libe.allo" occur. , 'h.. d.ng... 01 a In .he cI.ssic.1 Wnw of ..xploil. ·
g'\IC w'V, In U TUlln ci.cle.,'o midd le cI. .. Iwhll'" In black m.sks) . Ion, ...hit.. work.." beca",... rh..y
"POW01" bolongs 10 Ih.. blac: k \/101'10..," ... kzIng ,he 5I.re oJppa•• ,us would prod uce und.., rh.. l ysr..m o f

ha"" .....n pr.. ·..mpl"". n... growing capilali51 ...La,iOn...'.. «onom"..lIy
mldd'" c..... . mong lhe oppr.......d alto uplort"" . How........, ,heir 5I..n·
lhough IlOl COI'lSfiluling ....v lm- d....d 01 ~ ods a. a cushion
mf'dlal. Ih....1 1<> .....aIiOn . would 19ain51 ,..... iI-.. ffect. of ..opIoiI.sbon .

• The Race/class debate
IS .... eonllia In South AIric:• • rae..
....... bdwa.." black na'lonab....
and ......".. nallon.llsm? II If a da!;l
tlTuggle bet.......n owner. of capital
. nd 'h.. wor"".., ir....spoi!cllv. if , ace?

Or Is lIa combin. llon of cl.n and
•ac. ?

CIow on 200 d..leg.'''' , r('JIr..sen·
bng • number of black bodin sup·
P«tlng lha black eoosoou.......
~V, got toge!hll II • sym.
potlum In ApR 1981 10 g;v.. ttwit
.......; '*iI.

Tlw Azapo presidf'nl . Mr Klwhla
Mth..mbu. slrnsed that black cce­
tc:Io\IInn5 ..as no! on trial . -We ....
here 10 r....ffirm black conKloull>e..,
10 r..aeAn.. tom.. of o u, 'erms• • nd
glv.. dlllctlon '0,he "'''991.. ,

" Black consclousne.s.Mhe add..d .
Mis dvnamic - ..... shall ada p' .nd
mow ...1.1'1 th.. demends of Our
bmn.M

1l'Ia tymposlum WI out 10 show
thai Be w it IIiI a neculla'V ',,". In
South AIric.a as it mowd from Ih In­

ibII "'psychoo&c>s;o a! liblt-atIOn- "age.
lIu-ougtI the MIldivisl8 phase Inlo itt
plawnt '1dIoIogIcaI" p/'utM,

1l'Ia Iirst h.,o papen - both on
'1Jlack consOclt'sn.... and lhe cLa..
Slruggle" - tel rhe Ion.. for th.. sym­
posium , The fir., was by a for me.
Robbe" Island prlson..r, M. Eric
Molobl, and ,h... oth... bVMr QUIIIsh
Pat.. l, o f ,1'1... M..dla Workers'
Assocla ,lon of Snu,h A/rica .

EIght oommls>iOn' dIscussed qu... ·
tlonS arising /ncm thc papets. Som..
d..IIg.a'n we'" still unhappy aboul
the d.us .....!ys;. •.

But ..t lhe ..,.. ' of the symposium.
d..Wga'n 6CU;'1ed without diswnt
t ..... 'oIIowmg:
T h..l. com mitmenl 10 the Be
Ideology;
Th.. assenlon ' h.1 beea use the black
...o,k..r Is "th" hub of .1'1e South
Af. ican economy ."d vel the most
ellploi'ed and opp.essed" . black
\/I01' k.., conscso-.... .... boI p.omoled
In .uch a .... y tt'at the black working
cla.. be a _hldl t", changor In Sou.h
Alrb;
Raee Is • class determinant In lhf'
CUTI""t Soo.otll African cont..xt ;
Thf'rto Is no p1...u for ...nil in the
black consdow.ness movem t .

Acc..p'ance by Ih.. deWgal'" of tt,..
cia" .nalysis did nol Imply Iha.
Arapo had ..mbrac..d M..,xism . On
' h.. contrary, M. Pal..l polnled oul,
~Onhodox Marxi. ,. k>ok a' • doc·
tnn...nd mo uld i"o .eal"y , ...h .
black consciousness looks al , li'V
and mould. iI. dOC!rln.. accordingly ."

Wllh Auopo's focus on black
worker . ....ffi.m..d . II waslog;clll,h.,
wor..... orga,nlsa,lon be lak,," a 5I"P
tunn.. ,

nw Rf'Verf'ftd Bull T1hagalf' . of,h. Black Priesu ' Solidaslly GrouP .
deliwrl'd a papet in which ..... warn ·
..d black. lrad.. union"'s IlOl to regard
conc..sslons in Ih.. Labour fie ld as
..nds;n Ihf'm....lv... ,

h no... seem . d e ... lhal apa" from
baltles in Ihe ..ducalion.l, sporting
end Ideological . ph..,.., the t..n.lon .
in Sou.h African socletV ...ill b<>come
in" ...singly conce ntral..d in 11'1"
labour field

'" '" '" .



Black Consciousness and the Class Struggle
Black con""iousness in South

Afrlc~ Is no longer in it. infancy. A
decade haolliready elapwd since thls
IIOveJ vl$lon w iIS advocated. Despite
the inltial opllmlsm, the Herculean
task 01 eslablishing lin inlegrllied
conception of our reality remains In­
complete . But a system of tho ught Or
an ideology Is of llll].. value II II Can
only be delined as a response 10 a
particular period of histo 'k,,1 crlsl•.

When all Ideology Is able to reflect
the continuous process of change
and conflict, then thai ideology ha.
Ihe potential/or challenging the
dominant Ideas of the ruling cI..... To
say then th"t II set of ideas Is in­
complete Is to accept the per­
mane",,,, 0/ social ch ange which can
neve. be halted.

[n this conled, blac k ca n­
sclousneu 1$ Ihe ahempl to unders­
tand the matomaJ conditions fro m <II

pos.ition o f self-de le rmlnallon. When
black consciousness emerged, it did
so on a ~ci!lc level end for ..
definite purpose . Not o nly did it
describe lhe re ign of conceprual
blindness ..mong blacks, but it
IIimula\ed an lnlen"" period of
political opposllion, inculcating ..
new sense of exi. lence hom which is
grOwing an unpa.rralled unity of lhe
oppre..ed. However, one of lhe
aspeds of conAict which black con­
sclou. ne.. dk:l not properly ex"mlne
was t.... relationship of black workers
to the productive forces at lh ls stage
In history. Such an llnlllysis would no
doubt raise lhe connection between
black consclou.ne.s and lhe class
struggle.

The question is nol to view black
consciousness wilhin the cI.... strug·
gle but 10 find out the re l..tionship of
b1a.ck consciousness and the cI... s
struggle wilhin the pllitem of social
transformallon In the country , 1sug­
ge.l lhal black consclousne•• does
not conflict with the notion of class
struggle . There are In f..d no prac·
tical problems in thiS regard , To 5Ug·
gest otherwl... would be 10 Imply lhat
a b1a.ck worker does nol e ldsl as
~colour-blin d" orthodox MaTx lsts
wish to do . Theore ticlllly, It is
nftessary 10 partlclPllle In thiS discus­
sion If only for lhe sake of conceptu..1
clarity . My starting pTemlse _ One
which may Incidentally surprise or_
Illodox ..nd dogmallc Ma rXists for It Is
fro m th fou nding father hlm"",lf - Is
that : ~ll is not the consciousness of
men th..t determines theiT exlslence,
but , on the contrary , It is their social
n lslence tha i determines their con­
scIousness ." To this should be added

lhe Idea thet consciousness, In tum,
afled s social existence.

Il ls llgainst thl. background th..l
.. cu rsory ..nall/Sis o f black COn­
sciousness will N! made. Let us first
a.cceptlhal bla~k consciousne.s Is an
idea u...d to d escribe a who le se1 of
experiences - • xperiences revolving
around a ce,t '"n relationship end
slrUdure, It is .. ruler·ruled relation·
ship. The sltlldure formali"",s lhis
relationship where the ruler is nol
visible. The av'aTeneSS of bolh these
proce..es Is whal we Mve come to
call black consciousness. This re la­
llon.hlp and slr·,dure Inlluences and
dele rmines everyone - black and
while alike. ~t soclali...s all
leaching the elhic of superiority to
white. lind pe'1"'Iua l subservieoce to
blacks . In the formal structure of
pa lliament , leglsllliion like the Land
Act , Group Areas Ad and [nflux
Conlrol. relnk rCn what may have
existed only Iniormllily.

At the lime " hen lhe governmenl
ru led by fea ' alone, black COn­
sciousness en,erged as a direcl
ch..llenge to the dictalorship . At the
...me lime , ~ ad,Jre..ed itself to
blacks urging ,:eflllnCe In the face of
unrelenhng OPi>resslon .

The afle rm/,tll of S lIarpvllle IIad
dealt II devastatlng blow 10 black
politic al developm ent . T h e
unspoken tllr.-at, tile unseen om­
nipotent . e curl ly police, l he
memories of r,re-dawn swoops, all
thiS was Inte,nallsed becoming a
feature of the ;: sycho logica l make -up
of black pen" Ie. The government
had succe..f,,·,~ conditioned people
to accept thel' burden wllhout ques_
llon . This cO<ldlUonlng became the
nOrm of exlst~ nce In South Africa.
The psycho log ica l "dwarfing" of the
consciousness o f black people cloud ­
ed the ir perception of reality and
they were 'mabie to properly
perceive alle-m allve modes of op_
position. The 'a rge majority o f black
worker. Invo!'",d in the proc.... of
pTodudion wHe policed Into en~ur­

ing the conllnued well-being of the
economy ,

The sudden, dramatic expression
of revolt - , .' uch to the dismay of
dogmatic M... xists - came !tom ..n
unexpftled 5<-dlon of Ih" black peo­
ple . Those outside of lhe focus of the
mean. of pr>dUdlon and distribu­
tio n , the stud. n ts, seerchlng for Iden­
tity In an ereneted environment,
un lea. hed y. aTS of penl ·up hopes
and dream. by rejeeling the fa l...
black-white student unity . The
......ch for 'J entily coupled wllh
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polillcal opposmon began question ­
lngthe ruler-ruled re la lio nshlp and Its
related Institutions.

The age of poli tical despaIr was at
an end, and the ruler-ruled relation­
ship .tood under lhe imminenl lh reat
of collapsing, With this antidote 10
f" ar , a ne w process of de­
condillonlng srened to l..ke place.
Refusing to be defined in white terms
and rejeding while values, black
consciousness slre..ed the ethic of
creativity: th ink on your o wn te rms .
Define younelves, for you aTe whal
you want 10 be, and you wanl to be
free . In short , re -de fine your""lvesln
terms of your own reality, The
deude of fear began to disintegrate
and lhe event produced a sense of
discovery, an Inward severing of the
psychological shackle. o f slavery,

The fim condition for liberation
look root when black consciousness
ripped open lhe fa lse consciou.ness
of black people and allowed lhem to
experience re..lily on the ir term. ­
10 projecl a Vision of liberalion
without the aid of the white man.
The necessary condillon for libera ­
lion wa. realised In the lenel thai
p.ycliologic..1 de ·condlilonlng was a
cruclal preparatory phll"'" for In­
volvement in the actual change of
ctrcurostances which enslaved
black• . Black consciousness broughl
lhe promise of 'e-humani...lion ­
again on the black m..n'. term., In·
teleclually poverty-slricken. what
was lhere for blacks to emulate In the
West?

Before the government even had
time to react, while liberals, aggr;ev·
ed at being cold-shouldered. wagged
accusing fingers at a pllenomenon
thai they were unable 10 com­
prehend, "Raeisls," lhey shouted
f,om the steps of their expen.ive
homes, Slrange thaI when people of
colour experiencing varying degrees
of oppression unile againsl a prlvileg·
ed minority , tile label of rad.m i.
Aung in their faces,
8~lng bIllck Is not being a 'llce; It Is

being conscious that people of colour
a,e the downtrodde n, the wretched
of lhe earth and thai only they can
IIber..le themselves. We deCided 10
define ounelve• . According 10 the
white f,ame of 'eference, nO! being
while is non-white . That's thei'
delinllion . We said black.

He nce , black consciousness can
be given a two-edged definilion. On
lhe one hand, as the awareneSS of
people of colour of lhe problem. fac·
Ing them In the social, political and
economic slrudure llnd o n the other



hand. It Is the attem pt 10 ,e ·
humani... black people ",ho... dlgnl ·
1y hal bee n Ilrlpped a"'ay by the
ma51....·slave rela tionship and the in­
Sl~ution'lUpponlng Ihl. relationship
A. neg..1lon of ",hRe IUp<rrlortty ­
nol • n"9"llon of wh ltn III people ­
black conKlou........ is III the sam..
_ • p<>Iil!w a......non of Our being
...t.aI _ ",.nl to tor .

This II I.... hum.nlsm of blaek
eonIdou__. " wIshn 10 rnlore
ourbeng human....-.n If !he ","won·
mmI is hostM and Inhuman and by
proc-!.imlnll b1Kk IOhda rlly , it

pr~n ... b~ in !he
hill:orital _ t towards a free
1OCieIy. Bul to b<I prepared lor libera·
tion _ani nlabIishlrlg t.... basic
pr«ortclilionl b • r......,lul!onary
Id.ology ...tokh challenge. .nd
lIansc"nds t.... domlnanl one of Ih..
lUling dasI . n.n..lore blac k con­
JICiou"""ll c:an beconw a truly
llberalory Ideology wben R also
focuses on Ihe t'Conomk sph..... of
activity,

lIs main thru.t was on Ihe
psychologk aland cultu.al level but .
Ie'" yea.. ago jt bec. me obvlous lhal
unle!ll Ihe <!«Inomk lnl. a·It ructure
of IOClal organl....llo n ",as tllken Into
llCcount, black conKiou.n.." will be
confined to clenched flits and prolesl,...,

W. don'l .....d an t'Conomlc.
degr... to know thai of aboul 10
milion economkaQy adlve people in
!he country , 8 milllon .or" black.
Mar"""'...., I.... lop 20 pm;.nl of Ih.
popuIaIlon take 58 perc.nl of Ihe na ·
Ilorwl incom. whiW Ih. bonom 20
prrccnl gel only 2 pm;cN , If I ..asy
to _ Il\aI the IlWljority of I....

eco..omkaly IcttW workforce , black
workIn, produc. !he built of the
_ .... which 10 dlstributed among a
minorIIy. n... pride of bring instilled
by black co..Klou....... 10 only half
the " ory . For the opprnMd one of
!he moll .....,1IaI v.l....... _ beeau...
• is the moll concrt1e - lllal'lcl : lhe
land which will bring _alth and
Ilbove ai, dignity Bul blacks hardly
own any "'nd c..n "'" f~t how
t.... Lal'lcl Act drove hund...d l of
lhousandl of b1"",kl off Ih..i. land lor­
clng Ih..m Into Ih.. elll..s 10 b«om..
prolet..rlanlsed? So. one of th.. prln­
ciplu of bla ck censctcuse e es
revolv..s .round th, struggle lor lhe
repolM!IIlon of l.nd . A.nolher liIys
th. t slnc, .... .I.e Ih. maJor pre­
ducen 01 "'e.llh . _ h.v• • light 10
share In the ,e",a.ds. Wllhoul the Just
redlstribullon 0/ ",ealth, polilir:a1
power is munlng\eu - substiluting
• black owner of II.. mean. of p.o­
dudion b a ",hit. on. don no!

solve the p.oblem 01 "'bou. exploUa·
tion .

How can a b1"",k work.... feel eny
sense of prid. ,"'hen he is "'aging a
conllanl battle a }Oinll starvation? On
Ihls score , bW: k consdou....... by
cornmlltlng 1I..... to • •e-0rg4nisalion
of Ih. mudur.. '" society c&Tries Ihe
tmplic. tion Ih.t lIber. tion m"" also
Involw the dmlnabon 0( economic:
IXploiIabon. Why? Because In the
"'..y In ....hidl d.. economy is ....ng·
ed, the ownen 01 c:apital by e. II"", ·
ling SUrplul prof '" rob the work.... of
hll labouf . Blacll workers III victims
of coIou. pr. ;udlca . nd economic ex­
ploiI.bon ... lhe- fore. wilhoul which
capilal c:annoc !i''''''''' . 00 aceum ulal.. _

Since black eonKlousness n ·
presws the rea/try 0( life lor black
people• • is 1'101 a pr. -conceived doc­
trin. . Th. tav. of black con­
1dou....1I ( . n now be .d....ded 10
ame"lal.. tile probIcml of black
wo,kers. And ... ~atll the" main pre­
blem? E.plolta~ ,pn of "'bour. The
connicl bet....... " black worker. and
capital In Soulh Africa I. evidenl
almOSI dally . When Ihe conflict
r..aches breakl n l polnl , yo" Can be
sure of a strike ,

Where capital11m Is I""'ed with an
acule crlsl., R Itndl to mOve in lhe
dlrO'C!ion of a d;clalorshlp . Where a
dlctatonhlp IXIS,$, Ih.... 1/0" wiQfind
a ""'ere ..odal lTlsIs , And only thaI
class In"oI" ed ,,. victirm In the
capilalilt·work~ . ..lallonlhlp can
make . ny .e••1 :h. nge . In Soulh
Afnca , II is ' ho black work His
revoll again. ( .pita! is also a voIr
against a 1yIf.'" ...toleh denin him
I.... right 10 d ro.,minl his lu'ur• .
And, his prof'" against condrtionl ln
Ille l......ohIp. is also . prof", again..
the lySf.m 0( up;ralilm ....hidl hal
acIivIIy aided ... a.ating che..p......-n... lXiII.nc. '" a large number of
sIrikn involving: lolac:k workers attestf;
10 I.... lad of di iCriminalion On Ihe
basis of colou. In ,he economy. The
dMsion of I.... labour market along
colo" , linn. supplem..nl..d by Ihe
segregation in tousing and educa­
tion and 1I1nlorc...:! by the whit.. ethk
of ."periorily, perpe tua le Ihe 10",
cla... l«>Ilomlc It al'" of blacks.
Since the majOllly of bl"",k people
are wo.ke... I. e . wllers 01 labo"r 10
owne r. 0 1 co. .... lla l . blac k con·
sclousneu p•• ac hes black solidarity
and the po...... of labour tn Ihe
economy , What " II bul black worker
solklarlly thal Is damonstrated ",hen
black work,," oown tools In sym·
palhy wilh black worke.. In another
ind" srry? Is thIS ' .01 !he awaren.... of
black worke..\ ,nlly? Or. wh.. n
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studen ts come out on boycott w;lh
Iludent. from another universily' Is
Is this nol bl"",k ..tudenl un;ly?

The consdolJ l ne.. 01 the po",er 01
bl"",k worke.. Is gradually taking
rOOI . I. thl. conldousness of Ihe
power 0( black worke.s anyth ing
o th.. Iha n black consciou. ne..
opRrallng In the sphere of "'bou.'
This is merely • Iabou. ·d,,«t.... ......w
of black eonKlou__.

Inclden'ally , when ..... rorl... '0,....
- ",hil. working c"'u- we do no! in'
' 1f11d a class <l.-scrip(oon In lhe
da"'k al European ..,n... beeau...
whil. workers - wh~... who do no!
own c:aplla! - are by lhe wry ""I"re
01 South A/rlc:an h~ory a ""labou'
aristrocracy8. Since whit.. . adom .. .. ­
presws II ...H rn<>st clearly in the
workforce , .nd IInce black con·
sdou eu II regarded by whIle
wor as lhe chief anlagonisl, a
cladl Is inevitable . Those ",ho hope
Ihat blac k and ",h 'le work".. ",ifl
"nit. and light and d.eam of sohdari·
Iy bet"'een them do not real ise lh,,1
",henever ",hlle worke. s h"ve strug­
gled O' su ppo.ted a Ilruggle in thi.
country. It has nol been a . lruggle lor
liberation - but a struggle to get
so m eth ing lo r I hemselv e s ,
Mo.eove. , ",hile wo.kers "re a
privileged labour a. lsloc.acy. i.e
they enl<>1/ th. benll,tl 0 1 black u ·
ploRation , they ha ve Ih" vOle ..nd
lhe righl coIou•. The social and
political anange.......tl which make
",hUe ",o .ken 11'110 a la bour
ariIlocracy deckle 1....1 Ih"" Llbou• .
becau.. iI iI ",hll" iI wonh more
lhan black Iabou• . Wh~e workerl '
a"'ar......... of In.... sta lu, compa.ed
to blacks In"",e lhe.. superion!y

.'"When ...toll. workerl beeome
a",ar. 0( lhem..",," . 1 a c..... and
•__ that I.........alIh crear...:! by lhe
mapomy sho,,1d be shared among aD,
lhen only will II be pouible 10 l"e'Con­
sider ,he labour -orienlared vie'" of
black coniCiousneu. Unld then , Ihey
mull be ...d uded from ,he srrugg]e
of the true working c..." lor l....r..lion
from t'Cono mlc e. ploitation and
political opp'''l5ion , Bl"",k worke..
are Ihe historic.l lorce for 'he libe ra·
tion of Ihls country . Il l. rhe cless Ihal
holds l h~ future In Ihelr hand.

The only whiles who prole.. to
wanl to Join blac k wo.ker. are Ihos..
",ho are economically most secu re:
unillersily Itudenll , prOI~llion al ..
and II ha ndlul 01 Intellectu als - In ·
divldual. who rep.esent nO signlfi ·
cant ooc:lal force ,

Black work,," are conlined to
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direcl th" .truggle "'lth ln the
fUlmework of the la"" bul each lime
lhe muggle ."achcJ an ...pIoJlw
pilCh , more "","ken .." ~n 10
'1fC09I'I"" lhat the thingJ lhey Me
Iighling for cannot be achieved
""'hin the !JVIIem .

Among bla<;k~, lhorr" .." bul
" ml>rl> handful ",ho own som"
mugrl> form of m"llns of ",oduc·
tlon . Thlll lh"~ ..,, part of th" lI. ug ­
gle for !ibn.tton IJ beyond doubl .
8uI: by Yin.... 01 It>eir InYolvernenl
_h eapiUoland lis ea:umuLmon ,.he
bIacIo. COOtSdOu-.. mo . ... ...'" m ust
S1...-d againIf them Iah >g control
. nd •.mr1OCting tho! Slruggle .",a~

from the 1d"a1 of KOnOmic ,,,,
organisation In thl> Inll>' l>'" of Ih"
p.oduc"" of "'ukh.

11 bes ollen boo"n said Ih.t blllck
tonldou ss Is . "'.~ of 111• . Il ls an
an.mpl to eh lor a lost ld"'I.~ , ~

II • ' . ,ectIoI1 of a foreign v.'ue
........... and a bdel lhal unleu _ .
ly IS complef.ty otgan~ in It..- in ·
I~"," 01 black .....,,-ken , bbnatiOn
WII remain . n unanainable Ideal .

The mor" powerful the black
",orker' p,ole,I , Ih" mOr" Ihe~ will
mov" towards bl. ek solld••ity Ilnd
Ihe grl>at", Ih" ch.nc". of lh" ",hi l",
acc~lng Iarge·-e. 1e c....nge• . On
lhor "'..... hand , I..... more It..- black
prof"'" a n<! challe"9" is _akened
and d.ul~ by class coLboratoon
lblack end ...+lIle un de and f)ghll the
more chaone" I....... is of lhe ...nile
",o .ke n •• m,in lng c oun l".­
revolutio na,y .

Wh"n "'" ,puk about bl.ck con·
sclou"'l>SS in .e l. 11on '0 Ihe cia.,
lI. uggll> _ ar. ...fl>mng to the

WOlken 01 ccklUr who Ilve In thl>
.e~ . nd lowntlT;ps ...bject 10 lhe
daily humiliation of p"" rM' , in­
hu man 'i"ing eondillo n. , h igh
lransporl CO$I.AAd a barbarlc Iorm 01
t'dUC. liOn kw trn chiIdr... Al work ,
ds low wages , b«I .....arking wndi.
lion. and linle, W . ny, ba,galning
righls.
W~h h ll low w"9<" , Ihl>re I' Imle

hope 01 him ImprQlllng Mlhe qu alily
of his hI,, "_ CondiUon. tn Ih"
towntlTip also .............. him from "n·
joying lhe brnefitI, of ' lOI;I'. alion.
...... It he was paid .-noug/'I aI work .
Caught in Ihis _ circle• • 1I any
wond.... lhal """". problem. at work
be<:om" Meo",m unily iuIM. " when
worM" down 1001,?

I mak" bold to lugge.t Iha t Ihis " n.
I"" expe.i"nc. I, a desc.iptlon of
black con-elousnn. opor.allng in all
"'........ of bfe . I am not liIytng thaI
Ihla should 1>0' tho! ease IMotl>tlCaDy
be<:. .... II Is • dftu iphoh of the
pl..-nom.... thaI "TList. I only
detcnbe what • happening. ",h.1 ..
the c.... .

In so lIC«>f'lmod. ting I'" v. rIou s
1e" l>J.s of thl> l> lac~ l>~p". i..nc" , black
conSCio usnl>>s I, abl" to po, lt th"
COnlo u'l of l. possible . It....n.livl> . By
lJ.nscl>ndlng lhe e~isIlng Slalu, q uo
. nd prOjO!Cl f>g .he aspllalion. of
blacks into a oval>m in ...nIch _ ..~h
. nd power • • " q uitably d ibul t'd
black conoctou....... truly •• i u-,.;
r.c.p. of Ioborrl:lon .nd $0 eamn lha
.....d. of m"" lngfu l change . W"houl
thll projoeClorl of aR alt".nall"e , black
conSClo usn" .. would be. m••• ruc.
tiOR to thl> ..~tUI q uo .

Sine.. this .. not the besr of . U

possible world. , black eo n-eIoU' Rl>SI
must . 1 Ie... also provIdl> lOme
thoughtl on what if ",. ntl - not only
........ if: .erects The lItruggie D
........ion is oft.... dehned In 1"""$ oi
tho! a1tem.o1iYe - . nd what is lhe
ahl>mllhw 01 black consdou.......'

I don'l mll>nd 10 fool mIMI! by
believing Ih.t 1 c.n off. r . ny
• ..I".nu In thl$ reg.r d . But I do
know th.1 unle" Ih" alt".n. II"" in.
dud... th" deciliW! I".lu" of .....ark....
eon!Jol. Iibr' allOIl wilI ' lf!Tla1ll • m ..
catchword for .....anll'lglna .donn.

The sutge of • black ""OIi<ft con·
Iodousnns AppraB 10 be dornlr\anng
lhe poIrIJcaI op«rrum. When thai
con5Cio......... t>«om... po/IIic. r. II..­
d"m.nd, o f work..,., will go Wyand
w.ge" wo'klng condilions . nd I, ad..
union recog nition - lor . polil ical
bla<;k work... consciou,,"," m"an,
Ihal lhe produc..... of ...... lIh IIn.Uy
.u liw lhat 10 achil>ve • Iwn... Idl>
woukf in""""" iI dum struggle for
political power .

How black ""'"k..... .... then u...
thair «anomie muscle deprnd$ .
t1' l>ly on lhe black solKl••"y bu,lt up
In .n IhOW! hull> strike, ac..... the
co unlry, In Ihose boyco.." at those
m... me"'mg' .nd du. lng IhOW!
community plot."1 ag.inst rents and
mass . ........... ls

In lhe m..ntl..... . black o.g.nlsa.
hom ... """" I.... punx- of
popuIar-.g pen;noenl~.n<! ac ·
IW>g iI$ IJllIning ground, for buold..-.g
Ihal unlly . ..q uire<! for the ultlma'e
,nd concm l>d n.lionalSlruggl.. wag .
" d again't a ' egiml> that .ppears to
be plunging to w. rds It l own de...uc­
,~
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Trade Unions: Strength and Weaknesses

Concern

Values
h many scho'-. -.Id have. _

.nd _ agr.......!lh them _ the dorni·

....nl Ideas in .. y given IOdeIy Me
those of the ruli:--g dMI. and sections
of the ........kIng class in Ihls country
hOI"" .bscondorJ Imm l heir lun.
dam"ntal\VOrker r"sponslb/hlles and
,mbriloCed the valu"s of Ih" ruling
class .

Nay. they ha"" been bolstering the
lIatul quo throJgh the uerci... o f
I,," bou.geols democralic right
lhe vole .

n....~, .t mUll discard Ib
•d ormiol char6l :er, lhat Is,being
solorly cone""",,, with fildory-Iloor
grie"'"OCeS and turning I blind "V" to
beth th" exillenlial sltua tlonl In
",hieh th" wor~ "rs find III" m" I\I"' ,
arld tile malerlal condition. thaI
de l e r mt ne : h " lr r e ap e e ttv e
backgrOUnds .

II should ""'"liT be dlvorud Imm
d"v-to-day I'1g<>un and vagarWs of
IMng in a "ods! capll. society lInd .
for the dit«tion Jf ill progra m.......: iI
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mUll d law from lhe ethos and palhos
of lhe ............ e.perjmc... a l both
flldory--lIoor .,..",." and~ mass
and not k $ySIe....II·.

Wor do not cu w 10 be - or
to e• • - as people aft", downing
tool. a1lu'lOCking ..off nlTMO .

h Ihe poI il;ca l .....~er . Sotel. hlls
1iI1d, .... believe ·'Ihe ...., rking cia..
1IIon,," - bV ",ll1 ue o f lis be ing the
mOil do",n ·t,odd"n and opp, ,,ssed
people in o ur society _ has the
moral vln "". necellilry 10 ,,,juven llle
soclely , and Ihal lo perform IlIls mls.
lion iI mull ha"" fllllh In it ...11 and in

" purposes .
Ou. duty iI 10 .a_es revolu­

tIOnary consciou......... .
In condusion. on Ihil pol"nlilll

. evoIutionary phenorne-nor, _ the
labou. move"",..I , Gr/lmod has
Ieuons for any """"'SllC'bYisl or ",u­
del'll of sodel\l 10 pond.... upon wh" n
he .....h l: ~To nP«l lhat a mass.
." d uced to such Conditions o f
physkal and spi.ilu,,1 slavery. could
"mbody 1I .pont"neou . hlslorical
de"'elopmenl ; ta " xpectlhat it ",auld
l ponlllneously begin and COnt in ue
an iIoCl of ,,,vofuUo nary cr"ation _ Is
an Illusion of ideologills

"'To r,,1y on .... unique cruliw
capadv of such a mauand not ...."k
sysrematlcaly to organise a g.eill ar ·
my of disciplineod lind rontdous
milltants. relOdy for ew-ry saaific" ,
educilled to pul Ihn- slogans inlO
PflldlC" sim ultaneously. .u d y to
ilSsume "ffective , ,,sponSibility for I""
. " YOIution . rudy 10 be agen ts o f the
revolution - nol 10 do thl. il a ,,,,,I
belrava l o f til" "'orking de.. and an
uncon scious cvumor, ·revolulion In

ad"'a nc" . ~

Imbalance
n.... Aunian People. ' Organisa.

lion. Azapo's policy 11""''''''''1 on
trade unions ." ads: " Realning lhe
lr>'Ibalance of pov.er be!_ the
-..of u pilaJ and black work..... .
_ tdulowIedge Dade unions ill in ­

sInI....n.. ,hat can bring aboul lhe
.edisfrlbutlon of po......

~ln 11'1" unlqu" siluallon Ihat Is
South Afrk:a . lrade unions should go
beyond the pTOblem. of mllnllg".
m"nt and labour .

"We en\l ililge 1I persist"n tly mill·
tanl l ystem of trade unions ",hich ",ill
challen9" the d iscriminatory labour
laWi 01 the ",hite minorTly Govern­
m"nl lind lhereby bring about

""- "

•Dis card

We knowlhe rule of 0<1<1I c...... owr
anolt.", does ncI neceswrfy depend
on economic or p hyolcal p<>Wft

alone. bu.t .allw! on persuading lhe
.u led to accq>t :h" Iysl"m of beli"fs
of 11'1, . u ling ckoss and 10 sha", lis
social, cuhural lind moral valu"s.

In Our co untry. the labour union
movem"nt sho uld be InRu"nced by
",volutlonary C( nsclousn... tv tra ns·
c"nd lis hmllallons, th.1 w aight·
)lKl«r1 it 1n10 ....lUmlng -. prnsu."
group~ chilrildeo- that ronccms i1...U
wilh the amdoration of ......king
o>nd_

A .e YOlutiOn h... been de..... ibed as
- " dlill«tlcal progress of hiolorical
dewlopment- which Is "'the sum of
\lMied and dive mumstanul , of
m ultiple. """ IS that togetl>er IIdd
up and lead 10 the soIutOon . In a
given hiolorical mo<T>II1'li. of /I crisis
Ih.1 h.. slu t-bo.n . nd d ee p
economk: ( au"",.- .

WlIh t~t In mind . Ih, working
cla.. al l uch Is ','Jl lynonomoul ",ilh
a revolutionary " heno menon. 11 this
"'e", Irue . Ihe pk:ture of 11'1, lodl!ly
In o ur co untry would h ll"'lI been
~.........

tn Black Co nsciousness , we
believe In taking Inlo cognlwmce the
mlll"rlal condillons .

Radt.m In Ihl$ to<ln!ry 1$ no t Just an
altilude, bu l it exists in strueture' lInd
Inlltilullonl "'" haw to conlend with
on .. da\l'!o-day basi5.

TIww structures .... buill 10
enhlncot and fosl e. the 1.1$1'
supeilcdy of while poropIir In th is
-..ntry and ,,~. has shown
~. In any pattrwrship of blacks lind
.....m.n. white people 1«1 II: is lhorir
"""wal dUly to occupy potillons of
leadership , power and eoeecr.

Educat ion, and exposu•• to bo?ner
f.c i l il~s and life, are used to Justify
this pol ltlo n ,

Th, trlde union or labour move­
ITMOnl hill been seen by some al the
mOSI r. ",o ]ultonary mo v. me n t
CiIpoIbW of ushering In " nlN' sodlIl
ordft , ......k OIhen ~... dilmllsed it
ill " r. iICtIDn4ry product of I
capl-"" 1O'CWty.

BoIh IIIews ... lnac:cur" l. and
milll!ading .

WIlk . on the one hand . • Is true
Ih"t t." d. unionism Int.oc!uCltS
work",s 10 d. mocratic pecce....1 of
accepting joint responsibility and
joint dlc il ion.maklng , II 011 10
sharpornl the ir conscIoUln,.. to the
relationship t~1 ""isIS bet"'« n them
and the means of production and ec­
change .

This should not be mllconSlrued
ill " complete .eYOlutionary proe_
Ih" t needs eo d lre<tlon " nd
guidanc• .

MUCH ""ellemenl hu been
getlftated by the grOWlh of thot
IIobour _ rownl In thlo (OUntry
- SJfO'o"1h which hall boNn MCll ...
....~ .. new era In OW pok<c,J
.~.

Iu. to be aJ<Pl'Cl<td. thll_-
moonl booom ~ady Inn~ by
the dominanl polItlc:aI thoughts and .
es .. .n ult, II has d_loped In two
disllnctlY.. trends: the • nonracia l'
trade union s on th. on. hand and
th e black conscloulne u ·lnsplred
trad. unlons on th. othef ,

ThoM who raDy round th. luin"."
of nO,HIIddsm argue thai th. In­
............ of change should be ..m·
bodied In Ihe envisaged du.nge.
......... .. Ihosc under the Bikk Con·
IICloul n" u bann", bell"v" In .
_........ of change n..-.i ~
~ be embodWd ill the en·
vlwged d>ange_

False



CHEAP, BLACK LABOUR FUELS ECONOMY

O N STRIKE: BII'Ck workers o n .trike u... t h..lr ..conomic muscl .. al...
to ..xpress d issa t isfaction wllh the ir denia l o f rig h ts and e re becoming
a wa'" olth..lr collectlv.. s tre nglh to d..ma nd ch..nge.

Any Ideology has to come from
the expe. i,mces 01 the people and
the kind of oppression they und" .go
We find o u.w l" es In " capitalist
soc i<>ty today . But jl i. " ca p ita list
sod e ly wilh a rocisl twisl TI>.. Over·
whelming majo<ity 01 black pomple In
Soulh Afr ica are reduced 1o lo<IO,k....,
irrespecllve of whether Or nol they
would like to enle' Ihe ."nks of ih..
cap,ldllsl clas.

Capitalism thus ..ssum... a novel
cha'Mle, with the d istinction 001­
we.,n the haves and Ih.. have ·nots
being colou r. The working clas . is
splil in to a privileged while working
cia.. o r labou ,istocracy an d an ex-
tremely opp sed black wo,king
cia.. , Th is .t"tutory protela ,;an i$<' ­
lion of th.. black man in gene,a l is
well summed up by the past na ­
tionalist minister who said that ''It,,,,,~

is no " ..lion In Iif.. f01 Ih.. Mnl u
beyond th~l of alabou...r~ .

WIll>In tl>.. body polilic w" ag..in
find Ill..1 tll.. d ..m..,cat lng lin.. bet-
w n Ihose who wield powe, ..nd
Illo who do not is <olou' . Ag~in it
is tll.. black m..n 1" 1>0 i' d i...nf.an­
chi...d

Sod ..ll y th.. sam.. ,l ~t u to'y pro­
llib,lio n, ..pply . II i' bl..ck, who ..,e
glleltoi...d. ~ck, wllo ..re forcibly
' ..moved . black, who ..' .. fed guller
educ ation and black, wllo h..v..
"'I"',..le and unequal ..m..nilies ,

We c..n Illu, say Illat Bl..ck, a . ..
pohtically, economically and socIally
discrlmln..led ..g..in,1 ..nd ..' .. fo'ced
to occupy lhe IoWeSI .ungs o f th is
sociely ,

These "'" the male.lal co nd llio ns
exisling in society loday and any
ideo log y that does no t lake
cognisa nc.. of tl>i' i••I..rting hom Ih..
basis of lllSloric ..1f..lI..cy. BI..ck co n­
sclou.ne.. eme,ged hom Ihe boiling
point of Ihis sociely and the ex ·
pe.ience o f the mosl o pp 'e....d
S"jjmenlO of this soclely , It eme.ged
from Ih.. pain o f ou' deg,ad"lion . tll..
sh ..me of Our plight ..nd Ihe
visioll of au' ,estoralion to the rank,
of fr..e ..nd proud people of th IS
""rth

T..king Into accounl ..UIl>ese fac ­
to ,s. Ill.. futu.e society 1"" envis..ge is
One in whlcll Ihe'e will be no
d iscrimin..lIon o n Ihe ba.i. of colo u.:
where Ihe'e will be no economic ex­
p loit..lion o n tlle ba.ls of cI....; where
Ih.. w....lth of the nation is equ..lly
d isl' ibuted among ..II lle' people
Educ..tlon sllall be ent'enched in l..w
..nd the leade rs o f the people .h..1l be

of Ih.. people . elect..d by Ihe people
to serv.. the peo-,)Ie .

It sllould be o bviouS Ill..1 o nly tlle
oppre....d a,e ~apable of bringing
about the n..ce·.sary Ir..n.fOfmalio n
In ..ny soc iety , '--fow..v.., th i. does
nOI occ ur of Us o wn accord , 11 h ...
been said Ih..t a people can o nly be
opp,..ssed to the extent they ..lIow
Ih..mselve. 10 be opP'essed. S uch a
I, ul. m Implies Ih..t .. nationa l con­
sciousne.. ha. to be acllvated .

Proceed ing fro m the premise that
In our vasl nu ,.' ''''' ' is ou' .Irenglh
1".. h..ve 10 h.." ,,,.. Ih..t .I,..nglh 10
th.. be. t ..fleet ,

II is the eU "lQmy tllal is Il> e
b..ckbone of a 'y sociely ..nd Ih"
economy of th ;s co un try is ba...d o n
abunda", and d,eap black I..bour II
follows lh ..1 the bl..ck working cI.... is
the p ivot around whicll th.. liberal lo n
mo""men t revolve•.

The Bl ..ck wo. k", possess im _
mense ..conomlc pow.., but a . yel he
I>a. not .eali ...<I his full potential and
is nOl ..bl.. to ...e,else his eco nomic
strength on a c<ordin"led ba . l•. Our
focus i. o n acc~I..,allng realisation of
thiS pot ..ntial. ")f making him "W"re
that h .. ho ld ; .. pow..r witl> o ut
p..rall..1 in tl> i. co unt,y. W" h..v.. to
..mpha";... th.. ~hlical content of Ih"
labou' Slr uggl" . of m..king Ih.. . I, ug ·
ate of the wo,~e, lh" st,uggle o f Ihe
community, l :,e work.., and the
poli tical o' g..nl, at,on have 10 be<:ome
o ne ..nd indivi·.,bl.. .

W.. h.."" to ·..OI k lo w..,ds Ih.. ob ·
jecllv.. of Ihe wo,k".. joining th..
political organl-;atlon in e"'" inc, e..s ·

•••

ing numbe.. and th.. po litic ..1
org..niSiltion being .....dy . willing ..nd
..ble to lackle quesllo n. oj I..bou, and
nUfluring Ih.. asc«ndency "f wo,ker
I..adership ,

It is perhaps fo, runal.. Ihar f am
. peaking in a ,ural .., ..a be<:"use th is
i, whe, .. th.. ma jor ity of worhrs a.e
,ec. uII..d ho m , Ru, ..1 ........ hav..
been m..'hd " S va.t l..bo or
, ...... v and are the gran drie. of Ih"
country. Ev..ry hber..lio n mov..m..nr
In Sou th Ahlca h... be«o gUilly of ig.
noring Ihe workers In Ihe ru,..1are..s
..nd we m"st ensu,.. lhal AZAPO
d""s not pe' p"tu ..t.. this en or ,

We may ..dd th"'t stud..nts h ..ve a
role 10 pl" y in th.. libe,..lio n . t'.jggl.. ,
Fitotly th..y possess certain skills
which c..n be otilised for the fu, '
th",aoc.. o f Ou, .1r uggl.. /lnd second­
ly th..y lend to have an Inc,ed,ble
..mount o f I",.. rim.. Sl ud..nl s ~an

th". pl..y ~n aclivist role in Ih.. com _
munily , But ..I Ihi. point .. no t.. o f
C"ulion m usl be sounded: bec ..use
stude nts posse.. cert..in spedali",d
skills , rh..y C.. n be ...d uc..d into ..
comfortable ..ccommodation wilhin
th.. syst..m The,elo, .. student . hav..
to make an active and ..oth.. ol,c
commitm..nl ro th.. li""'ation srrug '
gl... Vigil..nce has to be thei' wat­
chword ..nd th..y h..v.. 10 be..r in
mind that Ih..y .., .. p"f1 o f Ihe black
communiry belore rh..y .., .. students

AZAPO commits ilself 10 Ih..
Ilbe,ation o f black peopl.. un de, Ih..
activ.. I..adersh ip of tlle black work·
ing cia....nd th.. guid ing phllo""ph y
of bl""k con""lousn.."

1R



Nation and Ethnicit in South Africa
The Immediate 90.'11 o f the n ~Honal

IIN .allan struggle now be ing waged
in Soulh Africa Is the destruction 01
the system of racism and capllallsrn.
Apa"held Is simply II part lculal
socia-political e~p.essjon of ,his
.v.tern. Our opposition to apartheid
Is therefore only II slartlog point for
our struggle again! the struct ures and
interests ""hlet. are Ihe real bUll of
al"'nhe ld

During the past 100 odd yea.. , a
mode.n Industrial economy hlls been
created In South Africa ",,,de. the
spur of the Cllplllliisl cless. The most
dive.... groups of p"ople (Eur0p1!an
settlers, immigrants , African and Eas t
lndlM slaves . Indian Indentured
labou r" " , Chinese Inde nT ured
Iabou,,,,, and lnd ige ,lOus African
peoplel ......,Te brought logethe. and
compelled to labour fOT the profll of
the dilferent capitalist Own.... of the
mean. o f p .oduction

No..... . during the 18th and 191 h
untories in Western and Cent.al
Europe. roughly . im ila. procesS<'s
had taken place , Butthe.e .....a. o ne
maiO' d iffere nce bet .....een Europe
and the colonies of Europe . For in
Eu.ope . In the epoch of the riS<' o f
capita lism. the up and coming
cap llalist class had to st. ugg le
again. t fe udal ari.t.ocracy In order 10

be allo.....ed 10 unf old Ihelr enlerprlS<' ,
Through unequal taxallon . •es!ric ·
tions o f freedom o f trade and
heedom o f movement and In a tho u·
sand diffe.ent .....alfS the a . lstoc.acy
exploited the bourg-eoisie and the
oth... toiling classes ,

In order to gain the benefit of their
labou.s. to f.ee the .apldly develo p­
Ing forces of produclton f.o m the fet·
ters of . elatio ns of p.oduct lon . the
capita list class htId to o rganise tbe
peasants and the o ther urban classes
to overthro..... the fe uda l system. In
the co urse of Ihese st.uggles o f na ·
tIonal unification thi s bourgeoisie
developed a nationalist democratic
ideology and its cultural values and
practices beco me the dominant o nes
in the ne..... nations , The bou.geoisie
be<;ame th .. leading class In Ihe na ·
tion and .....e .e able to st.uctur.. It In
aceo .danc.. with thel' class Inte .ests .

In the 20th century In th .. colonies
of Eu .ope . ho.......v.... the situation
has be..n and Is entlr..ly different . In
these colonie s. Eu. o p .. an o r
metropolnen cepuahsm (I. .. . Im­
perialism ) hlld become the oppressor
.....hlch brutally exploited th.. colonial
peoples , In some cases the colonilll
po.....er hlld llllo.....ed o . "ven en·
cou'llgO!'d a class o f colonllli Sllt..Uite

A "Pft'Ch d..I1"ered during .lun.. 1983: this contribullon _ out
~PO'llltlllude to ethnic pollllcs ",hic:h parad.. under th .. ban......
IlocIanl "non ·.aclallsm~ aMI Mmuhl_.ad alltlm".

lilll1y llntagonistlc groups . Divide and
Ru le. the ma in policy of any imperial
po.....e •• hll. been Ihe co mpass o f
every governmen t of Soulh Af.lca
.inc.. 19 10 .

In OIder to ju. tlfy these pohciO!$ th"
id ..o logy o f ," cism as elabo.ated.
SYS' emised and unlv a lised People
........ .. thro .....n Into a set· up .....he ... th..y
........e ca lego.i. ..d .acially . Th"y gre .....
up beli..ving Ihal they .....e.e Whit .
Colou.eds . Africans, Ind ians Since
1948. they have be..n ..ncou.aged
..nd oll..n fo.c ed to Ihln k o f
th ems.. lv .. s i n .. v .. n m Or ..
microscopic t...ms as 'Xhosa' , 'Zulu';
'Muslim' , 'HInd u" 'G.iqua' ; 'Sotho ' ;
'Venda' ; ..'c . , etc .

Th.. Ideal policy o f the con. ... vat ive
fad.t ·mind..d po litic ians o f the
capitalist class .....a s to k..e p these
'.ae..s' ... parat .. . The so ·caned hberal
e lement . trov.. fo r ·ha.monlous .ace
relatio ns In a multi·. acla l count.y·
B..cauw o f Ih.. d ..v..lopment of the
bio logical sci..nces .....h..r.. the ve.y
conc..pt '.ace ' .....a. qu..stioned and
because of the ca ta.l.ophic conse­
quences o f the .aclst Herre nvol k
policies o f HI,I..r Ge.many """io,
political theorl..s b......d on the co n·
c ..pt o f ' race ' fen into d i....pu' .. The
"""Ial th ..orists of Ihe .u ling class th ..n
re stored to the theory o f 'ethn iC
groups' , which had in th.. m..antlm..
be<:o me a fl.m ly estabhshed in. t. u·
menl of eco nomic and polil ice1policy
in the United States of Am...ica as
.....e ll a. e lse.....he. .. In the world . It is to
be noted that this theo.y o f erh nlcl1y
contlnu..d to be baw d on the
Ideology of ·rac..• as far as South
Africa Is conce rned . From Ihe POint
of vl..w o f lhe .ullng class . ho ver .
the theo.y of ' ..,hnO: g,oups ' as a
supe. io . In st . ume nt o f policy.
because , as I halle poi nted out , il
could ..xp la in and justify even g.eate .
f. ..gmenlatio n of the black working
peo ple .....hose uni ty held with in It. ..11
Ihe message of doom for the
c..pilallsl a pa rtheid sY"t"m in this
co untry .

The fact o f the m..ner Is that the
.....hile Nallo na l Pa rty u...d erh nic
theories In order to Justify Bantustan
slra' egy whereby It created bogus
'nlltions ' and Iorced the m to ecc..pt
en illuslona.y ' ind epe nde nce ' so thaI
the black working class would agltate
for politica l rights In ,he ir o .....n so'
called 'homelands' .

The Idea. a ......e ..n know. was to



cre~t. , r.vlv. and enl,encll ~n·

lagon l511c feehngs o f differenc.. bel ·
ween language g' oups {Xilosa, Zulu ,
Sotllo Tsw~n ~ , e lc . l , re ligious
gJoups {Muslim. Hindu . CIl . ;'lian
elc .I, cullu .al g'oups IGriqua .
Malay . CoIoured ..td , ~nd of ccuee
.ad4l gJo ups IAfrll:an , Coloured. ln ­
dian , m .l . I nlNd no! show h""e
how Ih is Ihorory was designed to
serve II", Inl...nts of tIl<I ruling class
by prnnving apartheid (grand and
Jl"IIYI and how tulhlnsly II was ap'
plied , Thor Iit",ature on apantw;d is
SO Iargir loday 1....1 no single po!J'SOO'I
could !IIudy .. of II In ltw lIP"" of a
~etim'I. What _ n-d Co do .. 10

lakt! a cardul bod, loolo. how
the librra llon nt con-
cno-t of Itw ddf encn ~
and Itw unlly of offldally daHifled
populalion r'"9i!ll.a lion groups, the
dlff...enl l" ng u. ga g ' oup' and
religious Mds Ihal c:onstltule the
Black na lion .

Those organllalions and wril..n
wlIhin the libe,allon movement who
u""d 10 pul lorw~rd Ihe view lh"l
Soulh Africa I. a mulll ·radal count ,y
composed of lour ·.ace.' no longer
do 10 for Ille u m.. r..alOn. a. til"
con""rvaUv.. and hbe,al ru llng·d ass
theo.!sls. They hav. b'lgun 10 lP"ak
more and more o f bUilding a no n­
..,ciol Soulh A/rlca For m05l people
who UI<I lh ls lerm 'non-.acial' it
mean. exaclly ltw ...me lhlng a.
m ultl·,acIal , Tlwy conlin"", 10 ceo­
c<rive of Soulh Ah1ca'. populallo<l as
conoisting of fo ur so-<a lled 'tac...•. h
h... buollM laohionitbM 10 Inlone Ihe
wo<ds a 'non·racla l democ. atic
Soulh Afnr;a' ... a kind of open
.......IIM lhal permllS _ 10 enl..... inlO

Ihof hatk-""d port"" of !he "..0­
greooiVO!' 'o..mocralic move.........I ' . If
WOO! do no! want 10 be d«~ by
WOfds _ Iwove to look behind the m
at Itw ~epI' and Itw actions on
which lhey a re blOIed

Thor word 'non·radlll' canno! be
llCCepied by • •aclaDy oppr......d
p"op1'Ibeeau"", we .e ject lhe concept
·.ae..•• _ d..ny the existence o f
·rac...' and thus opposoor all actions,
prlOdices, bel"" . and pohcIeo based
on Ih.. concept of 'rece'. If in p,aehce
land In Iheoryl we conlinue 10 u...
Ihe UIOfd 'non', acial' a . lhough we
believe Ihal So'ulh Alrica is inhabil..d
by lo u, lO'called 'race.' , we are still
l,apJ>l!d In m ultl·,aclallsm and thus In
' acla lism, Th. d.n lal 01 lh. exl.lence
01 races lead. on 10 anrl·raclsm which
9O"s b<lyond " M . ..... lh'l le .m nOI
o nly involv'ls Itw d.nlal of ' . ae.' bul
also opposllion 10 Ih'I caprtalllt ",,,.c.
lu.es lor tbe perpetual lOn of whleh
Ihe ideology lind lheory of 'r/ICe' ."­
lII , Word. /lie like n'IOr'ICy . Th'Iy ... 'I

ea . lly counl.." .. il~t1 and It Is o ften d lf·
Ilcull 10 1'111 Ihe "'al coin fro m lhe
lalse one , We need, Ih"'elo ' e . al a lt
lim... 10 find Oul w....lh'" o ur 'non·
r/ICiall. ls' a.e m ul!l·rllCialt"'. or anti·
r /IClIIs . Only I.... laner Yllriety can
belong In lhe ""Ilonal lib<>ralion
-~,

The Iheory .>l ..thnlcit\l lind of
dhnic groupo ~ Illun Itw place of
I......... 01 Tac." In lhe modem
-.rid. V""Y oIt"" .aciIII' I............e
Incorpoo-alcd In ethnic Itwoneo·. In
Ihls paper. I 11m no! going 10 d ilcull
Ihe ldenliflc vlllldily 01 dhnle
lheory .~ f'luralsm 01 _ kind
or anod_. TN.I .. a job thaI """ or
more 01 u. In Iha .....1l1ion """", .
menl m Ull do """y soon before our
youlh get Inf« led Inctrrllbly wirh
lhese dllnger"",s ldu. 1II unlwToitieo ,
ADI r>e'Id 10 po!n l oul ""''I Is lhallhe
WilY in which the tdeolog;es of Ihe
Nallonlll Plllly .. ... IN I",m '..thnle
gJoup' makes Ua lmost Impollibll! lor
IIny """;Ou. -mlnded person grappling
with Ih..... prol>lems 10 use Ih.. I",m
as a 1001of an ~lyols .

Il ha. b<>en Ihown by a number of
w,il,," thai tilt Nallo na l P~rty·. use
of lhe le , mlnology 01elh nlcily is ccn­
l,adlc1ory and dn~ned $im ply 10
Jusilly the t pa , l he ld/ Ba nl u. llln
policies Thus . for example , Ih" y
claim, among. ' olhe , things . Ihal :

• The 'AfrIc, n' p'l"Ple CQn5l!ll o f
bet_en 1:I and 10 differ..n l
'ethn1f; groupo' . all of whom wanl
10 allain 'national' I.• . BanIUltan
'lndepando- nce' ;

• Thor ·Cokoo..ed' paoploo~ 01
at Ie.... It..... dlffn enl 'ethnic
groupo' I""atay, Capa Coloured,
Griq... .... I pos.oibIy 'other Col·
our<l'd1 . C" lhe OIher hIII>d. 'Col­
ourH.· ... e IIwm...h.n an ethnic
group , but not • ' nabon';

• The ' Indl",' paoploo con!llllul~ an
d hnic grlJO.lP not • ' nallon';

• n... ·Whll.' paoploo pmsilt of
Alrikanen .nd olhe. ethnic
groups b.u conllllul•• 1IngIl! nil'
liOrl l , ~ . II>e while nation 01 Soulh
Alrioo.

In IIU Ih ls ,,,,gle of contradictitJnS.
lhe most Imp.:wt~nl poInl" thai eve ry
'elhnlc gJoup' Is pol..ntlally a sc­
called 'nlllion ' unle.. II is a l.udy
part 01 II 'n..'ion' as In the case o f Ihe
Whiles.

We hav.. 10 admit lhlll In Ihe
libe,allon ':'lovem.nt ev"r . ince
1896. Ihe t:: <lastlo n of lhe d lflerenl
populauon ,egblral\on groups h IlS
presenled Ul wilh a major problem,
ane whkh " '3S e lth", glossed o ve. or
evaded or "Imply Ignored . I Cllnnot
go inlO lhe hlllory 01 1"" mailer here .
We oh.alI ha... 10 contenl ou,...lves
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with the dlffe ,enl positions lake n up
by dilleleni le ndencl.. In the llbe ,a ·
lion movem..nlloday. These can be
summa. ilO!d briefly a. failing into
th,,,,, ca legorles :

(I) For some, the popula tion
leglllllltion gJoups 11.'1 'nlltlon lll
g .ou ps o r IIICIIlI g.ou ps . o r
IOm..hme. elhnic groups' . The posi .
tion of IheM p.opIeo II that ~ II II
'sell...,;denl lind und..nlabM! .eallfy
lhar t......e ...e Indl/ll\. , Colou.ed• .
Alrlc.n. and Whiles (nll'lonal
groupo) In our country . b II II . ealil:y
predsely M il /lCh oIltwo.. na ·
tionIIl groupo ~s own heritag.o ,
IangU'lgl' cullOmS .nd "ad.tion. '
tz.k Vacoob. IpHCh prnenled al
!he fnt ge.......a1 ..........;ng of the
Transvaal Indian Congr_ on 1 Mlly
19831 .'

Withoul debat",!! I ..... painl IIny
lurt....... 1<>1 me oay lhal th is II lhe
classical poortlOn of e thn ic theory. I
shllU show pr.....nlly thai the use o f
lhe UIOfd 'national g.o up' Is I,aughl
wlIh d ilrlg<'rs nol because it is a wo.d
bUI because It fI.es expression 10 and
Ihe,eby ,,,Inlorc,,s ..,pa ,allsm i1nd
di..uptrY" I"ndenci". In the body
polilic 01 Soulh Afrlcll Th.. ad ·
vocat... 01 th iS Iheo ,y o ut. ide the
libe.allo n movement, .uch as In­
keihe lind Ihe PFP. d,aw the condu·
sian Ihill a f" de," 1conslitullo na l IOlu·
lion Io lhe order oIlh.. day , Those In·
lide Ih.. lIberallOn mov..menl believe
conl,"dlclorily lhal even though th..
national groups wllh their d iff...enl
cultu. ... v.nlI conlin ..... 10 n lll thay
Clln IOlIMhow do 10 In II unita<y 11<11'1
as part of • SIngIa 1IIItlon.

W. ha... 10 "lItll clearly lhlll if
lhin<.P really ...'1 aSlhey appear 10 be
_ ....,.,.\d not ""oN! ....y IOitnc'I . If
Itw oun ....""" quit.. ~1j...~WknlJy
ITloOVed ..ound lhe earth _ """",Id
not requirll aItJOnOmy and "J"'Ce
,.......ch 10 IIKplain 10 uS1""'1 tIl<I op.
pooIIe is Iru<" , lhal lhe 'wlf ·~ently

teal' .. only IIPP"'....I. Of course
lher<r 0.... hl!llorlcally evolved dil ·
f.., lInclIs o f lang uage , relig io n ,
CU.lo m. , job spltCiali ...llo n elc
amo ng lhe drff...ml groups In Ihls
country , Bul _ have to 1I~'" Ihese
dlfl",enc... h l..orIeally , nol " al ically.
They have been enhanced and ar ·
lillcaUy engend ...ed by the delib.?,al"
ruling -class policY of keeping lh~

populallo n ,egi. I,allo n g'oup. in
sepa,al.. COmpa,lmenls. making
Ihem I..ad their lives In gJOUp eole­
lion n Cllpl In Ih.. ma.k,,1 p liICe . Th i.
ls a h l.lorIeal . ...llly . II Is nOI an un·
charlglng Illuallon Ihal "'and$ llboYe
Of oUlllde hlslory . I shall sho w JUIl
now how Ihls hlslorlell l .eahty hIlS 10
be .econd1'ld Ihrough clo£a w ugg'"
wirh lhe .eallty of a lingle "",Iron ,



The d.nger Il'Iher..nl In Ihis kind
of IaIl< Is qu~" limply lhat II m.akn
room boIh in tht!uy lmd in pr""­
Ike for th.. preaching of d hnw;
..paratl, m , It I. cla imed Ihat a theory
of ~atloNl groups' ad \lOCated In the
conlon" of a movement for NliOnal
libo'rariDn merely ...kJ:

"To heighlen Ihe positlw leaturn
of ""ch nallonal group and 10
_ Id Ihese logelhe, .., thet Ihe,e
.n..s out of Ihit process of
organltalion II .angM nationaol o;on­
"""",,~.

IV"""""
wheruslhe rullngclaH "relying upon
the n"9ll11w" fea lurn ' 101 ...ch na ­
IIoIIa1 group) ·emph.ulsa ethnicity'
Of ·u.... cul!:u,e In ordoel 10 relnlOfCe
wpll,a tlon and divi1lon' _ We can
,epeal Ihl. kind of Inlelleclualist
.alae.. unlll w.. fall aol....p . th.. fact , ,, ­
mainS lhal 'ethnk' or 'nallon<ll group'
II'PfO"Chn ar" the Ihln~ of lhe
IO'IIdge ' Of ""'PI"atlsl rn<>YO!fIIenll and
dvU wan lanned by greal-~ in­
te,ut. and su pplia" 0 1 aImS of cp­
porlunlSl 'ethnlc leadalt' _ThOll! who
_ the wtnd . as !he prophet SlIYS.
wII reap lhe whiolwind!. Don oot In­
ka,ha Ln..,me ways ...pr......nl a w.,·
ning 10 all of us? Who decides whal
are Ihe 'politille l"alures' 0 1 a na ­
IIona1 group? Whal ••• lhe boun­
daries Of ....its of a national group?
h . IheM del<tf!flined by the populio·
Ii<>n .eglster? Is a natloMI group a
",unled nation , one Ihal . given Ihe
appropriate soli , will fight lor nat ional
wlf .d<!lerminalion in its own N tion ·
st. ,e? Or don lhe word 'N loona/'
hlIve ..,me OI:he. mare sophl5licaled
meaning? These are .elevant qu..s­
no ns 10 ask bacause the edvccetes of
the four _Nlion or Ntional -grOUP . p­
proach mainlain lhal a libe<aled
Soulh Afou. will guaranlee group
Tlghl. such al '1h.. Tlghl of national
groups 10 Iheir cullure ' and Ihal "'"
have 10 acc"pl lhal lf IN exjstenc.. of
n.tional growps is a .eality and II
eech NIlonaI grCKlp has .. own.
cullur., . lradlliOnS. and problems. lhe
moweme nt 10 1 change Is b.. l t
lacilrta led by enabli ng organisat ion
around Iuu..s wlUch concern people
In lheir daily "'6. IssueS iSUCh as low
w~. high bllflSPOl'l CC$S and poor
housing , Or as od>er .epr......nlll\jyft
oI lhis lendency hawe blunlly said w..
n..ed ..paral., organlsatlons for eac h
of the ......tIOI'lal groups,' whk h
organlMtions can and should bI
brought toge1Mr In . n alIianc...

These ere _ Ighly conclullons on
which hillory liself (since 1960 and
esp<!CLaUy sinc.. 1976) hillS pronounc '
ed II negali"" ju<lgenwnl . To fan the
litu of ethnIC poli1ia loday Is to go

backwardl. oot forwards . II plilys in ­
10 lhe hands of the .....ctlonary
middle-class Ieadoelship . II is • reac ­
tionary. not a prugr"lSi.... policy from
Ih.. point 01 wi..w 01 th.. libe, atlon
mowmenl lak.m as a whole , Im­
agin.. u. adVOC:l-ling ' Indiom', 'CoI·
outed' . nd 'Afno: an' baG. unions or
studenl union. I >daY!

(ll) Th... .. is a dia melrkany op­
po, ile vl..w withIn the liberalion
movem..nt ..ven Ihough ~ b held by
• minorlly of peopIoJ. Accord ing to
this view , our stn>ggle • no! lOf n. ·
tional liberallon tl is • class snuggle
pure and slmple. one In whleh Ihe
'worklng clillS' ""II wr..st~r fromI"" 'capllalisl class' ,

FOf this reuon lhe wori<... should
bI organised .~less of what so­
called group they belong 10 . This
I..nd" ncy ""eml 10 say (in th..o ry)
th.1 Ih.. hlSloric ewolw..d dlll.., ..nces
are Ir"lewlant or at best of secondary
Importance.

I lind • d ifficub 10 IlIke this poolIlon
se riously . 1 suopec! Ihal in p.actic..
Ihe ac lMsls who hold this wl..w a,..
compelled 10 mllke Ih.. mOil
llCfOl>allC compomi$el with the l..aIi·
tv of rlldally pte,u<bced 'wori<om' , To
d..ny the real" ~ of prejudic.. and
p.",c..ille dlfler..nces what""er Ihe lr
o .igi n , II t e d Isarm one.e ll
.trllleglully . nd laetlu lly . 1.
becort'le1 ImpcKslble to organise a
mass moYOInwnl OUI*'.. the . llnks of
a lew thc usend studenl' ,

Ag. in . Ihe hjs ork.l el<perl"nce of
Ih.. llboeT allOn rr ,o""m..nl in Soulh
Afrlcll don no! f orrmil 10110 enl..rtain
this kind of cor..:luslon. Al lhe Iiltle
organisallonl and groups Ihal hllw"
al one lime or anothe, operaled on
Ihls basil h.ve lIan!sh..d lllt" . I..lling
the ~mple stOf" wlUch . though 'Iua
oflO\lnd and lury' , slgnifled oothlng.

(iii) The Ihlrd posiIlOII Is one that
hal bHn peov..d 10 be COIT"C1 by the
hillory of aU ,.ucce..!ul llberallon
struggles In Afrlo'• • nd elsewhere . I
ha.... found no wner desalpliOn- of
IhiS posItiOI'l tharo that oul1lned by
Ptesid..nl Samara Machllel in •
spe""h h..ld in AuguII 1982 In reply
to Gen..ral Ma:an'l lICcusallons th. t
Soulh Afric. w being ·d<!st. biIIsed·
by hostile ele nb In lhe sub ~ll-

nenl.

In thai ' po'ech MlICha..1 IlIld
among olhellh 'ng. Ihat:

·Out nalion II hktortcally new.
The . war..... II of bIIng Mozam­
bicanl _ with • common op­
pr<!S$lOn sur'..red by aU of UI

und..r colonia lism from Rowuma
to Maputo ,

F...lImo. ~l ih 20 yean' ""­
lsIence and II ' the path of struggle ,

"

lu. n..d ,... p'og. ...slw..ly InlO
Mo u mb IClln . . n o lo nger
Moconde and Shangaan . Nyan",
. nd Ro n ga , Ny u ngw.. lln d
B;longo. Chubabo . nd Nda u.
MlICu. and Xllsua ,

Frellmo tu rned UI Inlo equal
tollS of lhe MouJ,mbican nal'lOn,
....hether our skin W. I bl.Kk.
brown Of whll.. .

OUT nalion was nOI moulded
. nd forged by feudal Of bourgeois
S!"nllemen. liarOle' lrom our arm ­
ed struggle . II was carve<! oul by
our h a rd -wo .kln g UllOl.....d
h.ndl,

Th" s during Ihe nalionaillbol.a­
lion war . lhe Ideas of COUhrry and
lrHdom -.e clooa.... IOSIOdIled
wilh vletory of lhe working peo­
ple. W. loughl 10 l. ..e ,he land
and Ihe p.,opl.. , This Is Ihe ,..alan
lhal Ih.... . who at Ih.. lim..
wanled lhe Illnd and lhe people in
order lO ..xpIod lhem. \efr uS to go
and fight in lhe .anks of col­
onlalilm, Ih.,i. partn.,. ,

The un lly of Ihe Mozam blc.n
n a lion a n d Mo n m b lc . n
paIIiolism b found in the .........hal
compoJ>enlS of. • 1 we emphasise .
anli-racllm . soctalism . fr..edom
and unily·. (WlP no . 261

Thll Slal..menl is es.pedally signifi·
canl when one r..abses Ih. l lor m.ny
ye_ FREUMO lCCO!J'Ied rhlll '1here
II no . nlagonism bet""""n Ih. ""­
Ist..nce ct e numbar of elhnic group.
and National Unlly' . Th ll "" nl..nee
comes from a FREUMO documenl
enlillad ·Mozambican Tribes and
Ethnic Groups: Their s;gnilicance in
Ihe Sttuggle lor N. llonal lJberlllion'
wrinen et a lime whe n Ih.. mow..menl
ac lually was under .trong p...ssu, e
!rom poIitldans who were conscious­
ly manipulanng e11mlcity in lheir own
Interest' IJ Sa"': The dialectic of class
and lribel .

Ew" n ea, lier in 1962 a FREUMO
documenl s1. ..oud lhal ' 11 11 b"" Ih. ,
th<rr.. are differences . """"9 us
Moumb6ans. Some of us are
Macond"s, others are Nlanjal. at",,"
Macual , etc. Some of us com" from
th.. mounillins, o lhel from Ihe plalnl .
Each of our Irtbel has lis own
languag.r , ~s sp«ific u.... and
~ and different cullu r,,".
There are differ"""". among UI , This
If, normal. In all big counlrles there
. . .. d lff nc..s among P"OflIe,

AI of us MozamblcMs - Mac" llS.
MK Ondes. Nian)al , Changanas.
Ajual . etc . - _ want 10 be fr..e . To
ba free w.. have to fight united ,

All Mou.mbicans of . a lribes are
brothers In the strugg\c . Al lhe tlibes
of MouJ,mb6que mUll " nl'* In !he



common . truggle lOT the In­
depende nce o f o ur couo lT ~· .

(Quoted by J Stull.
The developmeot of the MOlam-

bicim N..honal lJb lion Ide<>log~

through th.. leuon 101 io str..ggle
shown cleilrl~ by PTnideo, M6chaer .
August 1983 III",emeo, Ih... ,

'Dun II no! • 50dety Irl ....hieh
•""'.... and coloun. IIibel .nd
,egionl con'" and ..... ha. ­
moniousIy lid. by lidot . We ","",0'
beyond thew Ideas d uring astn>g­
<;jc In whldl _ tomet\mCl had 10
10K. paocop... conKiooI.l........ In
order for tham 10 Ira. tham......
&om rompW.n and pre;udlcn to
as '0ba<;oma limply . _ ,..,..,..,
limply people' .

Every liI\1iOt1on II unlq.... The u ­
perien«' of FREUMO, while II m ..y
ha ..... m.oy InIons kw ... . canno! be
dupllc.led In Sourh AIrlca , Cer1ainly
tM populotlon .egllllrallon groups of
Soulh Africa . 'e netllwf 'tril:>et. nor
·elhnic group" nor 'nal'i<>nal group. · .
In 5OC1oIogic..1 th..ory . Ihey cao be
deKTibed a' colou•...:...te. or mOTe
limply a. o;olouT-group., So 10
descr;M them I. not unlmport..,,1
lillCe th.. word c..ptu'U th" nat ure or
the diT"dioo 01d..velopmeot olth"...
grouPl . But thl. que.tlon of wo.d. I.
not Te..lly Ih.. I..ue , Wh..t II Impor­
t.." t Is to d ..rlfy th.....latlon.hip Mt·
...« n cia... colou' . cultu.e ..nd n..­_.

The .. c onomlc , m erl .. l .
language. . ..Iioglou. ar>d 01 di!·
f"",nc" borr-.. MCIIons 01 the op­
pr..--d ill.. -eol. They lnfI....nce ..nd
Mtemt \IT' In whldl people
..... ..nd peTlence lheir "'". Reac-
tiOnary "'hnll: organisation .......Id not
ha..... beeo so ...,;ceufulln ,he hi$l:ory
of rtm counlTy had I...... dilbculhes
not beo.-n of .. certain order of ....aIity .
However , .heM d,ff ncn ..r..
l'IifII"'" perm.."",,' ~
divtsive II IIwy _ -esm.cn. d o..d
...di...m.d for .... pilIpOM' of lio:>rnd
hber.. lion and .hul In ord... 10 bulld
Ihe nalion , the ""I\ng class h used
language. ,e liglo... and " di!-
I..."nc......mong I'" worldr>g people
in ord... '0 divide Ihem d 10
disorg..nlse lhem. Any OIg lsalion
01 til.. people tll..t doe. not wt out 10
counl" r""" ....se dM.I\Iir Il",dencle.
wt up by the ruling-class str..tegie.
m..rely end...p by relnfordng Ihe...
. IreIegl" , The e..... of Gandhi Or Ab·
du rr..hm..n ..re good . ".. mples
Middle·cI.... aod aspiring bou.geol$
elementS qukkly selN! control of
• uch 'ethnlC' org..nlsatlon. ..nd use
them as power base. hom ....h lCh
they try 10 bargll in for .. la'9"r share
of I'" economic: cak.. . This is .ssorn·

ti..ny th" kind of thlog Ihlll Ihe e..n-
lust ..n leader nd th" Banlu.t.."
mlddle·cI H " doing today,

Bec..use theJ /lTe oppressed, ..n
black people d...... 10 be fr.... and 10
p"r1icipal" luLy lrl the economic.
politltal ..nd socllll llf.. of Alanla . The
mlddle~1as$n canl\O! be consislen'
.mee t""" !nteTeSl. ..r.. . gener..lIy
speaking ..nd Irl Ihetr own <;01\­

sdousn_ tied 10 .he capiI..list
syslenl , Hence only t'" black worlr ·
Ing class can :Me rhc !ask of c<>n>­
pletIng the de1noaalllltlion of lhe
country on III o.houIden.

II alone can ·.anll. aI rhc OfIPIu...,d
..nd . "pk>lred CilMI . 11 11 rhc iHdlr'lg
dltss In I'" build",!! of dw .....lion . II
has 10 .ede!lne "'" ,,1IIlon ..nd
abo/Ish 11M ...actionary definitions of
Ih.. bourgeoWe and of 11M ..../Iot­

hon..ry pelty brnirgeollle . The n"hon
ha.IO be _","'" by and In rhe in­
t..r....s oIlh.. black """,king cIau. But
it tan only do 10 by ch" r>ging l he ..n­
Ifr.. syst" m, A non ' r""'lal cllpit..llSm i.
Impossible In :inuth Afrk a The class
struggl.. ag..lo.1 c..pll..U.t ""ploltlilion
..nd Ih.. n..IIon..1 st.uggle ag..in.t
T..d . I appte••lon I><'<:om" on e .I,ug·
gle und" r It,.. gen",..l comm..nd of
th.. black ""orklng d .... ..nd ils
org..nisallon . AlAPO .

PoIltll:a lly _. In th...hOr! te.m ..nd
cukur..Uy (In l"'Ie long I..",, ) tile .........
in wh ich th...., Insights ..,e lr..nslated
into pr lltliclt ..' . of lhe gr....I".. mo­
m..nl . Althouogh no hard ..nd I....
rules ill.. ..v......bIe and I 01 .hem
..r.. ablOlule . t'" Iollowing oucW
polnll tn .eg.."" 10 the pracrical ...ays
Irl ...hich _ butId the nal ion of
Alania ..nd destroy I'" 1ItpilItiisI.
lende-r'odn arnonglll ... .

iii Po llllc.1 . nd economic
organllalionl of rhc worIo.ing people
ohouId Mias M pou tw be open 10
aM oppr..--d and .."pbled people
,egard.... of colour ,

While II II D'Ue rhar the Group
AreM Ad " nd or..... laws conlin""
to conc.....' ..11t people In I tw;,­
o.g..nl", IIo". _ geog...ph ica lly
speaJo:u.g _ la,geIy along "'hnic
hne• . It II ,mperall\lir and ~sibIe

thai Ihe Of9anlslltlon. th..mselves
should not N IIIrutlur"d ..Ior>g Ihese
Une• . The ,.m.. political organisa­
tion. should ..nd c..n lunction in all
the ghettoes lind group ..r....s. peopl"
must ..nd do Id..nllfy wlth th.. ....me
org..nisat lons ..nd not wllh 'elhnlC '
o rgllnl...tlool .

(ll) All .ruggl... (loclll, re-glon ..1
..nd n..tion..l) should be linked up .
No olr..gg;" .Ilo..1d be loughl by on e
sedktn of I~ e oppte....d aIon.. . TIt.,
Presid..nt'. C'..ounctl proposals. for
" l<lI mple••l;ould not be IInalysed
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and act..d upon as of In t..r"st 10 ·Col·
oured' lind ' Indlans' only , The Koor·
nhof Bills Ihould be c1"..,ly f'len ..nd
loughl ... alfecllng 011 the oppr......d
..nd uplolled people .

(iii) Cultu.aI org..nlsalionl th-at ..r"
1'01 1oc..lly or lI"09'lIphtcally hmlted
for valid communlly le.....nS should
be open '0 all oppr..ss.ed ..nd .." .
ploired people.

Th.. lOng• • sto.i.. s . poems.
dantel. m'lllt of one group should
MiN'''' lhe c<>n>rnon property of aM
""",n il I"'it tonl....1 has 10 be con·
v.y..d by mean. 01 diffe ...n l
language mad", . In " y . and In
manv oIher ....\IT'. by ns 01 cIa..-
Il1ugglc on the political lind on lhe
c .. II .. ..l Ir o nl . t h .. CUh UI .. l
"",hievc......,ts of the people will be
WOW" logortM Ink> on<! Aun;.an
f..brit : ln .h is .....I' ..... sltaB..hmniate
divill\lir ItIhnlt conidousness ..r>d
"'p". ..r,III b.... of division wlIhout
"Ilmln ..tl ng O.. r cu ll u . .. l
"",hlev..ment. ..nd cultu. ..1 vaO<>II'.
But II ...111 be uperwllt.d by ..lI ..s d lf·
l..r"nt 115P'ct. of one n..llOn..1cultu' "
acc.... ible 10 1111. So th..I. lor .."am­
pl•.•v"'y AZilnl..n child ...ill know ­
roughly .pellking _ Ihe sam" fairy
t..lel or chlldren 'l . to. ies....h..ther
th.... b.. of ' Indi.. n' . ·Xhosa'.
·Tsw..n..•• OT'Kholkhol' o rigin.

(iv) The liberlilion mo"" m..nt has
to . volve .. nd im pl . m.. n t II
democ.,,'ll: language poIic.y nol lor
tomorro... bullor lod..y. We need 10
dlltu.. serio..sIy how " can imple-
men' _ wllh lhe •....., C-d ill our
dllposal - the loIowing model
...hll:h. 10 my mind • •epr......... t'"
brsl po .tiIt soluhon 10 lhe p,obIem
of comm..nlCiIhOn In Aunia ,
• AI ""'nla... mulll ha\lir .. sound
kno ledge of Eng/IIh ....-heth.... ...
hom.. langli llglt or ... seco nd
10."...,.
• AI AliI........ mulll have. COIlver­
..Ilona! kno .. io' dgc of lhe 01"'"
.eg;onaly importaon Iar>gUilg<!'S , For
e. ..mpio' , In the Ealllenl PTO\Iinte .
rnry penon 101III know Enghsh.
AfrikaanS'lpIllklng pcrsonl will ha ve
• conv..T....lloo..1 knowledg.. 01
Xhosa ..nd Xhow·spe..ldng persons
wlll h..v... converlllhonal kt>owledg<>
01 Alrlko..nl . In ..n ..r.... like Nat..l, ..
kno ....lordge of Eogllsh lind Zulu
wo uld In ..11 plobabl1lty . ulflce.

Th"se IIr" . ketchy IdeII' Ihal heve
to be IllIed In Ihrough d..mocr..tlc ..nd
urgent dlscuuion In ..11 org..nisalions
of the people ..nd lmplem"m..d a•
soon liS 'oW h..ve e lll..bllsh"d th"
nece.....y ."utlu.... ..nd methods .

Th.. Black worldng d llss Insl~led

with a revolulionary conSCIOusness i:s
the drlvlrlg lorce of Ih.. liOOr ..lion



Wll9Sle in South Africa. It has to en·
, ure that the leadership of this strug·
gle .emains wlth it if our effcets are
not be deflected into channels of
disaster. The black W<I.klng cia.. has
to act as a magnet th"t draws all the
other oppressed layers of our sode·
ty. organise, them lor the liberation
""uggle and Infuses them with the
conslstent socla l1st ideas which alone
spell death to the .ystem of racism
and capitalism as we know It today .

In thiS struggle the idea 0/ a single

nalion Is vital bel -.U'" It represents
the .eal lnte.est ot the working class
and therefore 01 the future SOCialist
Azanla. 'Ethnic' . " ational group or
radal group ideas "f nationhood in
the fina l analysis strengthen the posi.
lion of the middle ..,lass or even the
capitalist oppre'sms themselves. I
repeat . they pave the way for the
Catast.ophic ...para'ist struggles that
we have witnessed in other parts of
Africa. Let us neVel forget that more
than a million p eople were

massacred In the Bialr"n war , let us
nOt forget the danger rep resented by
the 'race riots' of 1949. Today, we
can choose a different path . We have
to create an Ideological, pohtical and
cult ural climate in which thiS solution
becomes possible.

I believe th"t if we lIlew the ques­
tion of nation and ethnlclty in this
lrameW<lrk we will understand how
vital It I. that Our slogans are heard
throughout the length and b.eadth of
our country .

Idyllic setting for a tougt) battle continued /rom page 10

The BC dilemma was ,ummed up
byanothe r delegate . Mr Joe Thloloe
who talked of the "onslaught from
the northern suburbs on BC" .

He said white liberals and radicals
eccased Azapo and other Be bodies
01 boing "pOlity bourgeoi, " .

"They have also come up with the
•Iogan that " the st ruggle is
colourless' . Some years ago . people
beboved In African nationalism . that
their goal was a socialist .tate,'· Mr
Thloloe said . " It was a clear·cut
defin~lon,

"Now we are talking about BC,
We have to p lc k·a nd ·,hovel
workers, managers and other profes·
sIonals . We all agree - our goal Is a
socialist state , But the people who
are flghling to create Jt are the black
people of thts count ry. Do we call
them a nation or a class?"

He added , " If we say the struggle
II between black and white . Our goal
will still be a socialist Slate where
there lite no races o. classes, "

Tho... who believe In defin ing It as
I class-race struggle are adamant
thlt Jt has nothing to do with Ml rK '
!srn or any othe r theorle' a. , uch. but
merely a categorislng of the struggle
In line with the "SOCialist ethic" .

Thet. argument i. that the South
, African .it uatlon has to be inter·

preted along African nationalist and
, AfrIcan socialist ltne• .
! While the arguments may seem

facile and irrevelant In defining Its
ideological concept. it ha, to be
under. tood against the bac kground
that Azapo In it. present format Is
aimed at mobilising the black
WQl'ke...

The dlf/erenc... over ideological
Interpretallo ns te nded to Over·
.tladow other development, within
,Azapo, The educaton paper, In an
appraisa l crltlcal of the present
•ystem In South Africa. suggested a
far-reactllng co unter-system ,

Mr Mosala's paper on labour
IPOke of the Government's dlspensa ·

tions being ""en I" the light of its
policy of total strategy. and called for
a counter strategy.

He argued ttlat the Government
had set out to d""t.oy the political
potential of the blll< k labo ur force In ·
to a .....ml·white mode of eXlstenc,," .

"By allowing worke.. to hav.. ec­
cess to the offiCial ba,gaining
mactlinery. the Government has suc·
ceeded in restrict i~ e con trol on the
W<lrke' movement , Mr Mosala said.

A major move "'tllch emerged at
the congress was t ~e expanSion of
various secretarial> They will now
include health, spor:• •uraland urban
development. youth and culture,
education and labG-llI ,

By doing so. A:apo Is hoping to
play a blgge. role in the dally live, of
black people and countering accusa·
tlons that it is not Ir , t~rested In breed­
and ·butler Issues,

A controversial nlOVe du ring last
year was hardly discus...d at the can·
ference - the aKin } of M. Nkondo
as p.esld"nt . It was touched on brief·
Iy when the publl( ity sec.eta ry. Mr
George Wauctlope . said the national
eK£cutlve tlad come under /ire for
the move. and although differences
wittl athOl' BC bodies had been
resolved. SOme Q)ganisations had
given Azapo the cold stloulder .

Mr Nkondo . befne being banned
by the Government , was suspended
by ttl.. eKecutlve fut "violatlng prin·
ciples and policy~ .

The congress ended on an unex_
pected note - c nly one of ttle
outgoing national (CKecutive was re­
elected. Outgoing of/lclals and ttle
new prestde nt . Mr }/ hehla Mttlembu.
Insist ttlat the mov.. was aimed at
training new le·laer . hlp , f.o m
"preventlng le""erst ip from becom_
ing an Institution ' nd prevenllng
bureaucracy at all ko ",ls".

For some Ilme n<...... . Be organlsa·
tions have been mindful of getting
away from leadership cults and
allowing ttle personalities of their
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lead"rs to become assoclaled wllh
the organisations' image ,

The new presldent , Mr Mltlembu.
28, has a youlhful "cabin~t" under
him. Hi. immediate task will be to !l'"
the secretariat W<I.king , and then to
await the direction on ideological
conc..pts which I. to co me from ttl..
proposed symposium.

Personall y, Mr Mthembu has
made It c1ea' how he Inte'prets the
struggl" . "I believe in the In lerp.eta ·
tlon contained in our constitution ­
ttlat it Is a national black struggle wit h
land repossessio n as th e a ll ·
important faciOI'. but ttlat race is a
class determinant In our count.y,"

Contributions
for future .,

issues
welcomed.

Send all
contributions

to:
Frank Talk,

P.O. Box 19360,
Dormerton

4015



AZAPO's Fourth National Congress

SATHS COOPER _ D"""ty Pr.."",,,,

Unions

President , contended that NUS AS
provIded a recruIting ground for
white businessmen lind politicians
and a superb t,aining-ground for
security policem en . NUS AS's cur­
rent nirtatlon with the United
Democratic Front (UDF) was dubbed
pollllcal "schizophrenIa" beceuse
NUS AS Ieced "both ways at the
same time."

Cyril RamllphoSil, the general
secretllry of the National Union of
Mine worke. s (NU M) , saId that
1I1ignments of black and white
organIsations had nothIng to do with
"love and friendship" ,

AZAPO committed itself to the
ushering In of a Worker Republic of
Nanlll and it WIIS emphasIsed that
IIOOatlon de pended on the con­
sciousness of blacks. The A'ljnlan
Worker Republic would , in turn ,
establi sh a d assless society.

It was repeatedly emphasized that
In South Africll , racism was the soul­
force of cllpitalism, Ramaph05ll com·
plalned that there waS "a regrettable
habit on the pa rt of some people to
denounce and Igno.e the black
labour movement as irrelevllnt , and
to heap scorn on what they call the
'brelld and butler war." In fact , the
"black union movement has
educated and is educating blllCk
workers and is turning them Into
fighters, not only for the ir bread lind
butter Issues, but for liberation from
oppressIon liS well"

Rllmaphosa saId the black union

PETER CYRtl JONES Cap< Vk~ Pt-..ld~nl

WOI kers
Peter Cyril J " r,es, the Cape Vlce­
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On being n,·elected to the
presidency of AZAPO, l ybon Tly" ... ;
M" ba$ll predicte<. tha t AlAPD was
poiSlld to make il> mark in "Southern
Africa" history" . The Fourth NOlI '
lional Congress a' the Palid". Hall in
una.l" was allended by ou"r I 600
observe rs and d..legates on the 81h
and the 'JIll Jancary 1984. I! was the
largest (on9' ''SS ,Il AZAPO's hislory
and the II.., "v.., to be held in the
Witwatersrand "II " ,

The theme wa . "AZAPO on Ihe
March - f""ing the Challenges'
and all the speakers emphasised tha'
Be was a viln..nl revolutionary
ideology whose fundamental lenets
""...e as ' elevanTand as valid as ever,

M" bllsa recaned thlll when
AZAPO was lorm"d In 1978 . VlIrlouS
"prophets of doom and destruction
clamou red a,ourl~ singing dirges of
lAZAPO's) demiH." Many erstwhile
"comrades", motivaled by fear and
opportunIsm, "joined the popular
song" so that AlAPO hal learnt not
to consider affiliation to the pre-1977
BC Movement an "Open Se...me-' to ,
IlCceptance into AZAPO. There Is no
doub! that AZArO has maintained
its revolutionary ~onsistency and is
vigilant against ",eac tive, revisIonist
and opportunisti. polities" Maba...
Silid the results of the referendum re­
affirmed Be because they prove that
white people co, nlved al black op'
pression and exp'o itlltlon. The white
",adiellls" were the main pllrlicipllnts
In the containment of the Azanlan
revolution .

HLAK U KENNETH HACHlDI
Tru ,"u l Vk~ Prnld<nt



movemenl Wat ronfuNd ~wlthoul

any plan - tM • .hoot-term Of long.
l llflll b ....1Ilion.~ Ne-rthc... ""
wlIf: 1M bid. has !Men
u. lhlilep by )oInlflg ott- WClfl<m
In ."*4 '* union . IW has !Men
u. -.d step by bKoo">g p.1 of
the I.boui mo••IIW'llI:. .... Ie pr.WM·
)y ....ooklrog on .. Ihird step by
d.manding ...... dwr. ohouId tM on.
union . one Industry. lind "" will tIK'
cud Y. ry won on hil iourlh step by
lormlng on. con lOlldaled union
I.dftllllon for AanIa, HII fifth IIIld
" lttmlli. step II. thc IUIlty of III op.
pr...-l poropl.c.-

Studcmtl
~ Lcrill' ... 1t.. P" n1 of

the "-- Student Mo " ..n:
IAZASMl• •"'pL....od thc ck"f''''k
bo1-.n students and ...............
atglH'd IhIIt !he 1976 lind 1980
uprtslngs d.monrtrlliod tha i Isolal.d
Ilud.nl ItC!!IIlly lend.d to be mort ·
bund .

The CI'\ll< of L.eng.n.'. peper Wilt
tha i while • mighl _ thai !he
Gowrn....... pIIld b cdUClllion or

• ......lnclustJy pIIld b_lICMIon, ......
It.. billck ...00-. ' ...... pay b _
cdUClllion. Everybody hoes on ......
...... and blood, lnduding .
SimplII becauM lIwy do thor PII\Iln9.
-.II IoY.n of hUlll/lnlly mull find "
w"y of ploughing back wh,,1 1""11
took from Ilwm .~

Bl6ck studenls , In ord... 10 •• A1l,1.
thor oolkbrity bel_.n thorlllMlun
and 8lIIck ...00-., nHd 10 "'!ran• •
cenci lhn dill: jatn and
WOfk Aioo oglide thc _ '11 claM.~

Low
NMedI"- wid It.. "*'!I n­

mAde laws to IIownlldu..... /II'ld
..a Soultl A/rb'. laws _hoi "with
Ih• •ott ' url of IpoU1hcId ~

P I concIudod 1"-01 lhe pelnful
../lIlly Wat 1"-01 "th. "'WI mAd. by
OU. oppralOrl C"n ......, ...... Ou.
Itruggle for llber"llon~ bulltw thew111_-_ to fruotrate and.vert our
INI and 1cCIII victor}i.

Imr..n Meow . thor N.tiII VIce,
Ptaldenl. wAnWd ...... whiM laws
-.. d I, """ to __ n.*>g daM
Inlcrfttl. ruing et-. often cnMcd
legal fomw, wftIch 11I/I11 contInllOUlly
Impose . br.... up<>rl their own ..,.
b/lrCl'\l action. lind. bellow• •cvolu·
lIon.rle. lo IlIke l"tt adYllntoge of Ihll

, f/ICI .
Economy

• Cong.... "knowledg.d Ih. 1
polll lc:.1 ind.pcnd.nu wlthou'
ICOl lOmic~ Wilt I w m
and ...... blaclI people IIftd.d 10
P'ep... themwlucs~ to ....m....
tIw ,em. of power .

Jon•• nOiIOd: hln ....ming 10 con.
d ud lheir own slruggln, I"" IYIUSIOI
....am 10 ru n Itw . 11.1. lind lOCOIlOrTly
of lornorTow. n.,. pice.. It.. . m.
pham of struggle on people ~
lhe counTry, W.... noI lIpICtI'on.
che.nlng on Itw t..m .•.. W. m....
noI " ndftntlmal4 our people , No
small gm."p u n bring aboul Ilbn• .
lion on Irs OWn . EJcpiOTWncu must be
,hared and t/lh" 10 the pcopl•.h

Th. Cullu. A1 lI ~d Sporllng 110"'.
lion u mPAIgn Wat •• ·. ff\rrn,.d by
Congo.... Geoog,. W"uchope , the
outgoing s.a-IOIary. IIIld ...... thnr!
u mpalgnl ....... piIIt and p.ceI of
Ihor carnJ>III9'l to portIUadoI belgn
compan 10 di.i.1_ In 5 .A ,

Congo ....00.-:1 an ....... <lord-
lion by Coundl 1"-01 peopIor m'lI
le_ SA • • Iono-J /IS It..Ir acIl<>n,
ove-n.al do '101 ,'11111/11. 6galnl! Ihe
sI.uggle,

New Deal
Deputy Pl-nld. nl Saths CooJ­

.-ff«tiw ly put paicl lo ... 1IU99I1l1on1

...... AlAPO Mc<!1Od 10 •...- Be
bK'''M of lhe '"New Deaf'" ,." argu .
rrwnl which ...-ged from Ihor bra!
mNiAl by wytng ...... when Malan­
11m. opIod for I"depotncl.ncc~ .

Xhoaa·.p..king people were no! .x·
c1ud.d from 1M Be Movl m. nl
nellher w". IO-c/llI..d V.nd•• and
T . w ll n.. n clud . d , Ma b ll lll
.laboral. d : hAlAPO can n. y••
review .. ..lind and commitm.nl 10
Be becaUM of ~ IItloOfller pr.dle.
..... d. 1IdIon chown by d"mmy
Puppcl bodift IUCh /IS lhol I .....
Puty and II 6 . W. Iland on IOId
ground . nd commmlOd 10 our
poIde. 10I"" Idt..r .~

Bl6ck Sobdartry one. again . m. rg.
. d at AZAPO·. wllichword. Ih.
d.flnillon 01 Bl6ck lIuIOm.llc.ny ex.
c1udlng 1111 .I..m~"t, whom Ihe
1\IIl.m hIlS co-opl. d I " . Mellon , of
the middle clan and lhe col.
1abor1dOfS, MoblIW..1lof\ of thor op.
preucd on IOIhnIc .... _ ~
lit poiI<>no.,. 10 tho; libtrllllon effort
The .-gurncnI: tho.r riwc~ •
1Ir. " -south AfrIuro reaJlly lhct un­
flO! t.. wIIhcd ,wII"/- Will an_.d
by Nkosl Mola"': -Of courw . Is . BUI
tMn Ie no! dilcrlm,nalion lIgIIinll u, II
Soulh African r..:1Iy Ih.1 Cllnnot be
wished aWll y? [I nO! ou. explol1l1tion
II r.alIlylhal canlIOl be wIIh. d , wily?
If _ un fight ,ad and ...pIolta.
lion why u nnot flwht theM dM-
lIiorIsr' Trtlal chlm lind~"'" /ll'e
not 10 t.. IgnorIOd "'for lIwy ItI1I "",.
Itn.... to dupe a '-ge body oIlt1e op.
prnwd IhIIr mull be won onto thor
lid. of ltIe reuolulInrl ,-

es

Congo. u law Ih. ~"..w dllll" • •
on. 01 mll" 1I <>pprnslve m.II. U•• •
which don not WIllT."t being singled
oul. IIIhougn Congo....m~
Ihor~ Ie.- AZAPO 10 gwde I""
Black J>'"OPIot on It.. iMuIO of con­
k l ipllo.. Into Itw SADF.

The · NIIlIonai Forum c..mmil1«
INFCJ WII$ _n II' • poslIiw mou..
by Congr.u al it ..ekl 10 unh lhe
black peopl. lrrelpec!lY. of Ih.l.
pollillcal penu' slon , The NFC h• •
nOi conllilul. d 110.11 inlo.n O'gllnIS/l .
lion . but rlllh.,., prOYld.. for unlly in
~.

The UDF hIlS conohluled . ..If InIO
.. Of9""ilallon - with ayrnbok
Ieadcnhlp- and had -coacad ...p.
pori from CCfOM lhe po/rIIcal 1pI'C .

rrum .- The UOF Is . " Ad ·hoc
organilallon .esponding 10 • crIsI.
.nd b:k. all ad ·hoc organ iS/lIIon•• 11
wOI fac. "th. p.oblem of loI. d... .
withoul lollowersh lp~ . Munlu Mynll
AZAPO·. Pu bllcll ~ Se""'II.l'II . cII!led
the UDf /In hu" p' indpled amor .
phou. poI .poutTI of organlllliion•
wllh conflicllng Inl.....IS . .. H..
dcacribed the .n/ICQ on AZAPO by
ccrtM'l UDf .....rnbIOn /IS '1ulm;,.. ,
tl on, . . . o f o p p o rt u " i. li c .
1n1. lecludy·abb-e-uIIIled indaYldu.II
sam. of ....t.om h.vbou. grandoiw
n.potiorle nobon. ,-

Jon•• S/lid Ih. NFC-UDF chOice
""/IS a choice belw....n II uniled f.ont
lind II popuill' nO'll , The uniled f.onl
•• "",1Od . ny IIm. ne., bet.......n lhe
IIbnAl bou.gcoilie lI" d the work...
_menl .nd Ihu• .....,.....d lhe
conllic1 bet_ ---..n " nd It..
bowgiroisie . On lhol otlwr hand. lhe
popuI.- from t:.-oughl loge"'" 1M
---..n and It.. bou.geo;M In an
....-phou. gm."pIng which oubor ·
dinalad the work..·• lnle. ,,",. 10
IhoM of 1M bourgeoil ilO ,

Struct ure
Fou. p.oYlncllll VIce PI.side nll

I nd Ih. InlTod",lion of a PrO,",CI.
Co·Ordlnalor ........ Ih. only c"-o"9<"
In lhe lIrudu•• of I"" Nallorlal Ex.
ccullYe. flOW •• ·na ....-d !he '"Cenlfal
Committee- . The ...... SIJ'uCtut. WII.
found 10 bit 1>«. ery bee..... cA
AZAPCYI phe.-,....... grOWlh.

AZAPO·. I." ·pellon C."nal
Commil1.. comprtll. mosIly - pnlOn
grad ual.,- . The Commrtree iI :
Pl-elidenl - l ybon TIy.ni Mllba.. .
Dep uty·P. u ld. nl _ Salhas lvlln
·5alh. · Coope. ; T.an,y.a1 Vice.
Pl-.Ild.nl - Hlaku K..n".lh R/lChidl·
c.p. VIcc·Pl-flldent - Pd« C~
.aon...; FrH SI.I. VIce-Presldcnt _
FlkiIe QilhI; Natal VIcc·Pl-elidcnl _
Invann Meow: 5eaetary-Genaal
- snake Nyaka : Pubk1ry 5ealll"Y
- Munlu ka MY'"u : National



. 111 \!!r - Thabo Ndabenl ; Pro­
"' I o..o-Ordlnator - Zithulele Cindi

he ConstilUllon was amended to
,Ide for Regional Execunve Com­
ees and Ihe &anch E~eculive

nmlllees wiD aD have 10 Include a
eels DirecloT In future.
he Natlon.al Congress Is the

, l IT\\!! and highest governing and
II ....,aklng body of the orgllnlsa-

" r , ..fore , delegat\!!s must leave
,r<!l J with a sense 'of mission , II

,...1 " work and a clear sel of deec-
... for the yur. Congress must
vide cedresbtp with d\!!flnlle pro­
1\mn of 1Ictlon: revolutionary
Wle II based on ~nking theory
I prada: .
;ongr\!!SS 1984 can be desc ribed
,n unqua~fIed success only from
ubllc relations point of vew.
lie s.aml Clln hardly be said about

s.ense of purpose and hard­
oded Ivalullllon of AZAPO's

policies lind progress: these features
we.e sadly lacking ,

The long spe2Ches, nine on the
flrst day alone. ad\!!d a. a soporific
lind prevented maximum respon5<l .
Commissions ""ere ollen 5<larching
lor terms of ref 'rence - surely the
rellms 01 rhetoric in the papers
s hould p ro vide th e requ islt e
guidelines .

AZAPO should SOITiously consider
the following iuggestions for all
future congres.e"
1. The number of papers should be

at a nec.... lI'y minimum.
2, Two poin ts. of view should be

pres.ented 0' , conte ntious Issues,
e ,g. SpeaKer A Can jusllfy
AlAPO's sta:1d on Cultural Isola ­
tion while Speak\!!r B can attack

"3 . Ali lormatlons of the OrganlSllllon
should be given advance nOllce
of th\!! topics to be discussed at

Congress .
4. Speakers should refrain from

repeatedly "justifying" BC
AZAPO mu st move beyond
fighting .ear-guard battles ,

5 . Co mmiSSions should be assigned
topk s directly related to the
Pflpers presented .

6. Symposia must be arfanged at all
levels of the Organlsallon, par­
ticularly on the follOwing topics.
(AI The Nature of the Soviet
Union.
(BJ The National Question in
Azanla a nd the Role of the
Pea""ntry,
(C) Sc ientific Socialism ,
(D) The lsolalion Campaign.
(E) Economic " If-Sufficiency.
(F) Black Th ."!Iy,
(G) The Tre !e Union Movement
In South Africa , and
IH) Th \!! Specific and Multiple
Oppression of Black Women .

AZAPO ON THE MARCH
\ terrified ruling class dropped the
,ntlet on Black Consciousness
;) organizations on 19 October
77. The aim of the bannlngs waS
le-c.eate the posI·Sh.llrpeviU\!! era
en blacks stood In awesome fear
their while "masters"; In a word ,
aim wu to deslroy the Ideology

~lack Consciousness.

"'hat the ruling class reckoned
hout wa. Ihe vl"'l~y of BC alld
I It had grown from Ih\!! dally ex­
l\!! nce. of the oppres.ed people .

cannol be killed for II
lTact.-Ne. th\!! reslstanc\!! of the
:><>ssessed, I"" plundere:l , th\!!
Sdyanlllg\!!d and the colontud
,Inst an arfogllnl wh~e world, one
...hich t"" while man hllS tried to
)OS<! his yalue systems.

\s an Ideology Be WIlS firsl ar­
llated by a group of studen t.
ponding to problllms Ihat aff\!!cl\!!d
,m II. student. . Steve Biko ,
petla Mohapl, Onkgopolse Tiro
~ their counterparts In the South
rlca n Students Organzalion
\ 50) did nol proceed from any
lConcelved theoretical frame . In­
~d, the mOSI remarkable fact about
: 15 that it 15 a developing world
w; lIS Amikar Cllbral says- "I can­
t _,. pretend to organlle a Par ty, Or
<lruggle on Ihe basis of my own
'a. , I haye 10 do Ihls starling from
I reality 01 the country." Be does
l seek 10 construct conceptions of
n and his relation to the world
p-by-Ioglcal-slep bUI rather seeks
embody the fears . the frustration. ,

love. and hates. the need. ,

deSire. and the aspirations of the op­
pressed and the exploited in a
coherent a nd a re volution ary
Ideology,

When the BC Moyement first
emerged , the very menlion of the
word "polillcs" was enough to kill a
conversation; "lack people were in
the grip of a p":alysi. and they r\!! adl­
Iy allowed whll ~ liberals to misrepre ­
sent the cause of the oppress\!! d, a
C.l!use liber"l. c . n never properl y ap­
preciate beeau,., they do nol feel and
suffer as the oDpressed.

BC protagoni.ts In the 70's pro­
ceeded from I~.e reality 01 the coun­
try a nd procla'rned Ihat the first re ­
quirement wM fo, black people 10
shed Ihe psychological shackles of
slavery , to reje, 1the dwarfing of their
consciousness ",ld to stand up and
define them..··ves as people who
have every ri] ht to live , work and
love In the la nd of their birth.

The early proteqcntsts also suc­
ceed \!!d where every other liberation
movement had failed _ lhey
bro ughlall black people into sing!\!!
organisations ,

The lethargy thai had gripped the
60's was shaken oil, resulling in
renewed black rede union activity In
De<:ember 197:J , ln recurrent student
action at high schools and univer­
silies which climaxed in Ihe SoW\!!to
uprising 01 June 1976 and In a
plethora of BC organl""tions such as
the South African Students' Move­
ment (SASM). the National Youth
Organisation (,·'AYOl. the Union 01
Black J ournal!! Is fUBJ ).
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As a resuk of the 1977 bannings.
there arOse a vacuum In political ac­
tivity. But the spi.lt of pride and de­
fla nc\!! was carefully nurtured an d this
prevented the paralysis of the mOVe ­
ment.

The BC groups which survived the
banning, such as the Black Priests
Solidarity Gro up and the Teachers
Action Comml1!ee form\!!d th\!!
Sowelo Action Commitlee . chair\!! d
by Ishmae l Mkhabela , A sub­
co mmittee of the Acholl Commitlee
conven ed by l ybon Mabasa was to
In vesllgate " national possibilitie.··.
This sub-committee caned a conve,, _
tlon at SI. Ansgar's near W\!!lgespluit
In Roodepoort on 28 _ 31 April
1978: l ybon Maba sa delivered the
theme papo'r " Blackman. Whi,he,
Goest Thou?" . Flloth\!! r Butl T!hagale
gave a hinl of the neW thrust of the
BC Mov\!! me nt in his paper " A Fur·
ther Determ inatio n 01 Black Con '
sclousnes..·. Mebesa's volc\!! rings
with th.. proud BC spirit;

"Our peacefulne .s does not
pres uppo.e timidity, No timid
people con become 0 nolion , To
ougment o ur P<'ocefulne!05 we 01.0
need a militonl.pl'il. 0 <irong will
ond 0 desi.. to s"rvive in 0 vIolent
ond comivorous world. "

and llhagale hammers home Ihe
point thai the Black worker Is the
most oppressed and exploited seg­
ment of So uth African society and
must become the vanguard of the
liberation movement ,



TlwI St. Angtga. '1 Conv.... tlon
dedd.d tlwr.1 an Inhmm Commill...
under tM ch.innanlhlp 01~La
caD.d tM -AZAPQ InIcrtrn Commir: ·
1ft- t- charged wir:to lhelormallon 01
.an overt politic" .-g.an 'lId ,which
wtI provIcle • raIyIng potnr: iar tM
BIadt ......wI. MI<Il.abN and~
wer" banned afr... the Convtrmon
• nd .IM Interlm Commirtee .....
,,,loInl1eMly ha,MSCd . TlwI Intmm
Comm Ule" lucc""d"d In In ·
• u\J'U rallng Ih " AZANIAN
PEOPL E'S O RG A NIS AT ION
(AI.polln Sept"mber 1979 .

The lhe 01 \he Inaugural Con·
I...ene" - A Fum- Determlna·
lion 01 BLadt Comdousr- and ...
"mpA- • on tM wori<IIf'I' ...-- :
!rom lhe r.e< "y ernpftuie. on BC
being an - attitude 01 mind'" In 11M
70'1, AZAPO Nt about translating
Ihllattllud" of mind IntO an "n,pIrIcal
, 0nKlousn"55 10 ch.ll"ng" Ihe
sysl"m as a wholol . It must be "m·
phllsl",d thai tIM ".ploration 01
questions relatlng to lhe c1It5S 1lNg­

gle ...... logical d"""lcpmornl 01 the
BC loMoIogy: all... all. Soutt. Africa
... to a we- ""wnI boNn bu* on_.......

AZAPO held Is IlnI Congo.. ..
HOlJlbospoort In Pletenburg In
J anu. ry 1981 ......... Khang.slol
M. khado , In a paper enllded -BI«k
ConKlousneu as • DrivIng foKe­
u .mln"d Ih" deilnllion 01 and Ih"
Inlercon nectlon between the - elghl

cJaaa of sodety~ and eondud"d ,·
-H<I<>Jnll ...... the 111""- Jor
Ill"'" If ohjeaitoely II. BC offen
-If .. !he ono\I oIObIe and ap­
POP' J I ",,"de thai bIaciI pcopk
con ,. ... ji... ~ and
jr""don,.-

11'1 ",dar 10 dady CCh .....ptI.Ntir>g
10 the -cla.t.ace deba',,-, a sym.
poIlum ....s IMI<! .' Hamm.n........J
In April 1981 """"" Qw.ish Pare l
argu.d wllh dlMfmlng IImpllclty ,

'7h. eonodou.n,," oj ,he pow" ,
oj block worlr".. II grodutJJllI r.a k·
Ing rQOl. II lit_ consclowna.. of
,"" _ oj block ...orh ..
on~ of..... than bIoclr CO<l.

_ .. opot1OIing ... "'" spIr.ere
oI lc1bo<or' n- _..-.rly .. ..........
dJ-.:I ...'" of block eon·
1Idouuw.. -
AlAPO has tIlUI succ-.Hd In

worIrlng 0\11 ttwo d ..1edk: bo"'wun
rae" .nd , lalt: 1I argues lh. lln South
Afrk;a, ' ae" Is a cia.. d"termlnanl
.nd Ihall lwl wllll.. labou, .rlstooat is
an Inlegr.1 pari of the rul ing clau.
Furthnmor. , AlAPO~ 1....1 a
cardinal __ \I rhe r"P' . nllon of
Azanw, by 'he black peoploo . AlAPO
Wft black .......... okm .. ,he driving
force of lhe APniu\ Ilruggle . On the
InI.I 01 poltt!cal lheory, AlAPO's
ooah6or\ of the ~alional Quest10n
n.". tIM ....ution of national con·
tradictlonsl and III" SocIal Que"'l0...
(I.•. ,h" .noluhon of questlo .
,.laling to I.... cia.. "'uggl,,, hal

boo.n lho.ough and C"9"... t Indeed .
AlAPO'. lask II 10 mobilise ar>rI

consolldara ,he black masses around
lhe .wolutionary Idaology of BC.

To do Ihls, AZAPO has"mt-ked
on numerous .." agOn and ca'"
chAl< up ....umber 01 succ....., the
bu. and renI boyconl In the Non.......
T.a...svaal 11'I 198 1, the scunbng of
tIM SAB In,,,,,,atlonal Socc", TOur in
1982 and the launchlog 01 IIwI 1'1 • .
1I0....1 Forum Commln.,,, (NFC) I...
1983, to nam.. but. few.

As a .....h of the strides m.ad. by
11M peoploo's _ man' , ,het" ........
" merged coun.",·str. ,eg;.,. by tIM
s,ystam wilh Ib . nciIann, tIM ..mi·
sysr.m and lhe ....sysrl!fll . S.ms
Cooper ldent~ .IM " .. u¥ag ..
characlilfistic aI 'h" counl"'·llral"'llY '
• . ~lrnp<OYing 11M qualdy of III,,~ In

11M gherioas.
b. The ptomotiO... of - com munity·

ba...d M org.nloatiOns wilh ,,,fo r.
mist d vk; and civil dem.nd. ,

c. Th.. p.o morlon of """·...hlt.
la.adftShip ,

d. R" ·d ,,lIn lng Ih " co neap'
bIacIu>no in . acIIt , re~

Iermo , and
• . The '<Mv" of multi-.1IdaliIm

and bralism and the~ "n·
cowagemant 01 d hnicily.

W..h rhnc Varioul forctl$ rnaJung
InsldiOll. inroado into black hf" , the
challenges faelog AZAPO a,,, for ·
mldablol .

•••

\
CHATTING : Fmm left 10 right: Sallw Cooper. Idlm'" Mkh.abdoa, Ztrhw.&e OndI , L\Ibon
M.baM, R.makgop.tl , M_ru Milt, . , Let...,,, M.-t., P.ndh....n1 NeotoIoYodh_, K"ht.
Mlhnnbu, K....ny Rachldl.
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