
ID ASA harrassed r i 

By Wayne Mitchell 
National Co-ordinator 

RECENTLY members of IDASA 
staff, as well as people attend­
ing IDASA projects have been 

harassed, detained and beaten. 
Regional Co-ordinator Mr Monde 

Mtanga of IDASA's Eastern Cape 
office was detained on 9 December 
1987 under emergency regulations. 
To date Mr Mtanga has not been 
charged or brought before the court 
of law as would be expected in any 
country which claims to be demo­
cratic. IDASA has sought counsel 
for Mr Mtanga in an attempt to 
secure his release. Mr Mtanga, a 
well-known pol i t ical and trade 
union figure in the Eastern Cape is a 
member of the executive of the Port 
Elizabeth Youth Congress as well as 
being chairman of the Eastern Cape 
Youth Congress at the t ime of his 
detention. Mr Mtanga, a devoted 
Christian, has espoused the concept 
of non-racialism in working towards 
a democratic future for South 
Africa. 

The arrest of Mr Mtanga follows 
the brutal murder of Mr Eric Mtonga, 
IDASA regional director for the 
Border region, whose body was 
found dumped in the Ciskei near 
King William's Town during 1987. 
To date no arrests have been made 
and efforts to bring the murderers 
to trial have been superficial wi th 
none of Mr Mtonga's colleagues in 
the East London office even having 
been questioned about Mr Mtanga's 
movements on the day of his 
murder. 

During January two pupils, Son-
wabo Madikane and Mandla Mal -
gas, were returning home from a 
lecture session in Cape Town on 
democracy when they were arrest­
ed by police and assaulted because 
they were carrying IDASAI iterature. 
The literature which they were carry­
ing is freely available to the public 
and the meetings are open; in fact 
all members of the security com­
munity have ample opportunity to 
attend lecture sessions based on 
democratic ideals and debates. At 
the Nyanga police station they were 
subjected to electric shocks before 
being released without any charges 
been laid. 

A Kenilworth doctor, who con­
firmed having examined them the 
following day, reported that all 
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muscles of both, especially their 
arms, were tender to touch and 
pressure whi le their wrists were 
lightly grazed and swollen. Mr Mal-
gas had a bruise and swellingon his 
right jaw, while Mr Madikane had a 
bruise on his left chest, two ribs 
tender to pressure and a smal I burn 
on the surface of his right l i t t le 
finger. 

The three tragic incidents as out­
lined above must be seen in the 
context of IDASA being exposed to 
a campaign of disinformation and 
regular security police harassment. 
Members of staff are periodically 
being contacted by security police 
who request to meet with them 
under dubious circumstances. To 
date such requests have been met 
wi th the response that IDASA is an 
above-board organisation and that 
if the security establishment re­
quires any information regarding 
the work of IDASA it can approach 
members of staff openly to discuss 
any problem which it might like to 
raise. 

One must assume that there is a 
well co-ordinated campaign against 
IDASA and its staff due to its suc­
cess in exposing South Africans to 
the concept of a non-racial demo­
cracy as opposed to totalitarianism. 
Nevertheless, despite these set-backs 
those involved in working towards 
democracy in South Africa have no 
choice but to soldier on towards 
what they believe is just. 

IDASA 
OCCASIONAL 

PAPERS 
1 . D e m o c r a c y ar>d G o v e r n m e n t A Post-

Lenls t Perspec t i ve 
Or Charles Simkins. Associate Professor of 
Economics. University of Cape Town 

2. D e m o c r a c y and Law 
Advocate Arthur Cha&ka*sor\ National 
Director Leoal Resources Centre 

3. D e m o c r a c y and G o v e r n m e n t : 
T o w a r d s a Peop le s S t ragg le 
Presented by Mr Andrew Borame on 
behalf of the Untied Democratic Front 

4 . D e m o c r a c y and Bus iness 
Mr Leon Louw. Free Market Foundation 

5. D e m o c r a c y and t h e C h u r c h 
Prof J.W deGruchy Professor ofChratian 
Studies. Unrver arty of Cape Town 

6 D e m o c r a c y a n d the Med ia 
Mr J Let ak go ma Editor The Sower an 
D e m o c r a c y and E d u c a t i o n 
Mr M Ralawe Chairman. NEUSA 
(Eastern Cape Region) 

D e m o c r a c y a n d Labour 
The late Mr Eric Mntonga, Regional 
Co-ordinator IDASA(Border Region) 

7 . T h e Dynamics of R e f o r m A R e v o l t In 
Cur ren t Sou th Af r ica 
Or F van Zyl Slabbert 
A Three Part Talk as Tanner Lecturer. Brae* 
ncae Cc*ego G*fcrd Cttobcr/Novwnbw 1967 
LECTURE 1: From Apartheid lo Reform The 
ktootogm Preparation for the Total Onstought 

8. T h e D y n a m i c s o ( R e f o r m A R e v o l t In 
C u r r e n t Sou th Af r ica 
Or F van Zyl Slabbert 
LECTURE 2: The Dynamics o< Reform Co 
optivo Domination — Sharing Power 
without Losing Any 

9. T h e Dynamics o f R e f o r m A Revo l t In 
C u r r e n t S o u t h A f r i ca 
Dr F van Zyl StabOert 
LECTURE 3: The Dynamici of Reform: 
Patterns of Resistance and M m , 

10. Dakar R e p o r t B a c k 
Or AJe* Boraine. Executive Director. 
l DAS A Cape Town (4.8 8 / I 
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