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opment support, but please slay out of our 
domestic affairs. 

As a representative of Idasa I was only 
one of two people representing an NGO 
from South Africa (the other person was 
Frans Kekana from the Institute of 
Contextual Theology). There was at least one 
other South African - the very inspirational 
Shun Chetty who is now the deputy director 
of the High Commission for Refugees, based 
in Geneva, 

Shun was involved as a lawyer in numer­
ous political trials in the seventies before he 
went into exile towards the end of that 

There is virtually no African 
country that does not 

produce or receive refugees' 

decade. Shun uses as a barometer of the 
human rights situation in Africa the more 
than 5 million refugees on the continent 
today There is virtually no African country, 
according to him, that does not either pro­
duce or receive refugees. 

The conference also produced a very 
strange reunion for me - it was a surprise in 
a language environment dominated by 
French and Arabic suddenly to be addressed 
in Afrikaans* This came from Hazel de Wet, 
representing the Namibian government. 

Even more surprisingly, Hazel and I dis­
covered that we had almost met more than 
five years ago when I was chairperson of the 
SRC of the University of the Orange Free 
State and we were to meet the SRC of the 
University of the Western Cape. But, on our 
arrival at the UWC campus (all dressed up 
in our official university blazers), we were 
told that the UWC SRC was no longer will­
ing to meet us (being an establishment, "sys­
tem" institution). Hazel served on that SRC 
as the Namibian representative! 

Sharing the company of the likes of Shun 
Chetty and Hazel de Wet made me long for 
the day that South Africa would be able to 
take up her rightful place in conferences of 
this nature - after having confessed the 
atrocities committted in the senseless pursuit 
of apartheid (and, in many cases, also in the 
struggle against apartheid). I found myself 
looking forward to the day that South Africa 
would display a sincere commitment to 
human rights and democracy, and partici­
pate irreversibly in a movement towards a 
roore human society where there would be a 
place for everybody (even the Calvinists!). 

At the current pace of negotiations, how-
ever, it seems unlikely that we will be ready 
for the World Conference in June 1993. 

Kobus van Loggerenberg is a regional 
coordinator in Idasa's Bloemfontein office. 

Africa meeting drafts 
human rights charter 

By KOBUS VAN LOGGERENBERG 

PREPARATIONS for the second United 
Nations World Conference on Human 
Rights got underway at a meeting held 

in Tunis from 2 to 6 November 
The UN General Assembly decided that 

25 years after the first World Conference on 
Human Rights, held in Teheran in 1968, the 
UN Human Rights Programme needs to be 
reviewed to ensure its greater effectiveness 
in promoting and protecting human rights. 
The conference will thus chart the course for 
the UN Human Rights Programme into the 
next century. 

The preparatory meeting in Tunis consid­
ered the role of governments, individuals, 
groups, institutions and non-governmental 
organisations in the promotion and protec­
tion of human rights. 

The meeting also considered issues of 
particular importance to Africa, like the 
elimination of apartheid, new forms of 
racism, discrimination, xenophobia and reli­
gious extremism. 

The conference adopted the Tunis 
Declaration which reaffirms the African 
states' commitment to the principles set 
forth in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, two international Covenants on 
Human Rights and the African Charter on 
Human and People's Rights. Although some 
delegations argued for flexibility in the 

interpretation and application of these prin­
ciples, beyond question was the duty of all 
states to protect and promote human rights. 

Administration of justice and the inde­
pendence of the judiciary are crucial to the 
realisation of human rights, but it was felt 
that to achieve this end substantial invest­
ment was needed and African states and the 
international community were called upon 
to allocate more resources to this area. 

The Tunis Declaration also states that the 
principle of the indivisibility of human 
rights is sacrosanct. Civil and political rights 
cannot be dissociated from economic, social 
and cultural rights. None of these rights 
takes precedence over the others and politi­
cal freedom, when not accompanied by 
respect for economic, social and cultural 
rights, remains precarious. 

There was debate about the interdepen­
dence of human rights, democracy, develop­
ment (which was seen as an inalienable 
right) and international peace. Lasting 
progress towards the implementation of 
human rights implies, at the national level, 
effective development polices and, at the 
international level, more equitable economic 
relations. 

Racism, particularly its new forms of 
extremism and fanaticism, was identified as 
a serious threat to the protection and promo­
tion of universal human rights. 

Background to the event 
THE United Nations in 1989 passed resolution 44/156 requesting the "...Secretary 

General to seek views...on the desirability of convening a world conference on 
human rights for the purpose of dealing...with the crucial questions facing the 

United Nations in connection with the promotion and protection of human rights." 
Most governments and organisations consulted expressed support for such a confer­

ence, which comes at a moment where the UN has taken on a more active role in the field 
of peace-keeping, sustainable development, democracy and human rights. 

Initially planned for Berlin, the conference will now take place in Vienna, Austria from 
14 to 25 June 1993. Three meetings of the Preparatory Committee have taken place in 
Geneva. 

The next stage of the preparatory process was a meeting in Tunis from 2 to 6 November 
1992 and the Latin American meeting will be held in Costa Rica from 8 to 12 March 1993. 
A regional meeting for Asia is planned for Bangkok, probably in January 1993. The 
Council of Europe has decided to organise a conference with broad participation from all 
world regions early in 1993. 
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