HOMAGE TO0 COMHRADE NETO

O s R i " s D, N b et T e i oy ik

-~ Lucio Lara,
iember of Yolitbureaus
secretory Central Commi-

Comrade Pregident, ttee HPLA Workera’PartyS;

- Dear Priend,

. How naive we were when, in the incessant over~
coming of obstacles thet our struggle has been, we.
believed that you were invulnerable,

Under your command, Commsnder-in-Chief, we

became accustomed to not believing in defeat and
in forging victories for our people,

The certeinty of victory was you, who knew
how to smile in the face of dangex, who kiew how
to create with dry eyes, whc lnew neither fear nor
doubt before the objectives that were early laid
dowii, S |
From Bortuguese prizons in Angola, Cape Verde

and Portugal you knew how to draw the requisite
expexrience to turn them into schools ol struggle
for our people. From the bloweg of the PIDE you
knew how to learn that it is not men who hate, but
monsters, and that racism sgufiered in one's own
flesh can be trangformed into revolutioiary anti-
racism, into love for mankind,

You knew how to make of the medical science
that you acquired end prectised with zeal a weapon
to struggle against the exyloitation of man by man,
to struggle for dignity. How many of the young
people who passed through your consulting room in
the Bairro Operario became dedicated patriots -
outstanding leadexrs of the struggle of the oppres-
sed Angolsn people.
| You knew how to be the son who learned from
his mothexr - how to wait for the hour of intoning
anthems to freedon, - - |

You knew how to be the femily head who gave
immense gffection to his wife and children, as
the only compensation for endless absences which -
have now become permanent.. |

_ Iov knew how to be the friendly brother, the
kind relative, from whom a word of warmth was
always to be had, '

Uncontested leaderx J§5a heroic people, you be-
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came the father of all the Angolan children, the
son of &ll the mothers of Angola,

~ In the coffin in which you rest forever, you
‘will not have heard the clamour of the cries of
- sorrow that your passage unleashed through the
“gtreets of the city. Everyone, on their feet,
.wented to pay tribute to you and to cry out how
"their hearts revolted against your departure.

. Forgive us, Commander, for this momentary dis-
array, these bitter tears that we had waanted to be
.able to contaln,

: The gorrow is great and it is communicative.
The gorrow of the piloneers is passed on to the
mothers, end that of the workers is passged on to
~the soldiers and the peasants.
| But we shal7 also defeal gorrow, just as we
defeated the South Africans, and we are going to
continue to transform this beloved land into the
couhtry thet you projected for the future.

. Our people, your people, are discovering at
this moment that you were g gilant, greater even
than the image of you that we all had, And it is
with determisnation tnet we memorise all your guide-
lines, and here and now solemnly pledge that we will
implement them entmsizeticeally in organisging the
Party and the State, in the Hation's econonmic and
- gocial progregss.

We shall indeed fight without let-up for the
total libergtion of our people, foxr the elimination.
- of all the vestiges iunherited from colonialism. Ve
shall indeed, the whole people, drive from our
national 8011 the enemies who obstinately refuﬂe to
believe in our invincibility,

" We shall indeed respect and continue to
implement the gacred principleg of our socialist
option, which are already a vigible trxail in the
new society that we are forging here.

We shall indeed, Comrade President, inject
evey more worker and peasant blood into the Party
and Government apparatus.

o We shall indoed insgtitute People’s Power and
create the People's Assembly, yourlast concern,

We shall indeed practice modesty, austerity,
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auvdecity, so as to fulfill ycur incisive directive
that the most important thing is to solve the prob-
lems of the people.

e shall indeed strengtien the Defence and Se~
curity forces end the ODP, so that our borders be~
come inviolatle, so that our people feel security
and trenquility.

Ve sl.eall indeed, Comrade Frecident, strengthen
tPe Pertye sStrengthen its unity, strengthen the pn-
ity of the peonle, dignify iﬂgolan wonen, educate
ahd ses¢ to the future of our Pioneers, your Pions~

eers.,

We shall indeed, President Friend, intensify
the bullding of our Party wirichi, under the bananexr
of liarxism-Leninism, will lead unbola to Sociali%m,
wder the leadership 6f the woxking class.

Ve si:all remain Ttrue to your memory and your

achings, Comrade President, and we ghall seek in
you the inspiration to overcome tine mosv difficult
obstacles.

Dear Friends,
Comredes,

Our great deceased is not unkixwn to you, is
not unknown to the world.

The son of uegchers, lie was born 57 years &go
today, in the village of Kaxikene less than 100
kilomevres from Luanda.

e history of his life is ©truly the modern
history of our people's stvruggle for independence
and for dignitye.

A heelth worker, he succeeded in graduating in
medicine, & number of times knowing t.ie hershness
of Poriuguese fascist prisons in nis student days,

end t:.en geining great international prestige,
which led Amnesty Internetionel, in 1961, to make
him Political Prisoner of the Year.

& born fighter wiio was undaunied by any obst-
ecle, he was alwapys accustomed to achieving things
by dint- of wanting to.

He understood early on that only orgenisation
gives force to the struQEIE. In contact "with pro-
gressives the, world over, he was able to acquire a
truly marxist consciousness. He worked as a mili-
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tant in various youth and student organisations and
in 1952, with Angolan shipworkers, he founded the
African Shipping Club, a communication link between
Angolan patriots who were in Portugal, and those in
Angola who were laying the foundetions for the 1ib~
eration movement, which was going to give rise to
the People's [ovement for the Liberation of Angola
(MPLA) in 1956. The Shipping Club wgs already in-
strumental in the denunciation of the massgacres of
February 1953 in Sao Toné.

Alwgys seelking more effectlve methods of clan~-
¢estine struggle, in 1958, together with Amilcar
Cabral, lMarcelino dos Santos and other young people
from the former Portuguese colonies, he fouided the
Anti~Colonielist liovement (HAC), with the aim of
forging the navional conscicusnesg of a youth in
danger of elienation, and algo for the purpose of
denouncing ithe fagcigt nature of Portuguese colo~
nialism outside Portugal.

Iis busy life at the lledical Feculty and in
prisong did not prevent him from meeting the wife
end companion with whom he was going to travel the
tong road of the strugglée he gtarted.

After completing nis course he returned to
Iuanda where, apart from practising medicine, he
started to give impetus to the watchwords of the
Ianlfesto of the LA, which wes then going tﬂrﬂugh

& period of sﬁﬂucturlng.
s It was not difficult for the colonisl henchmen'
to find out that Agostinho Heto had become a pole
of attraction for both young end o0ld wio, on the
pretext of medical consultations, were preparing
with him clandestine work in organising and raising
‘people's consciougness.
| Prison once more and deportation to Lisbon and
Cape Verde made the people of Icolo e Lengo demon~-
gstrate peeacefully, upon which they were subjected
to violent repression which ended in a messacre.
o This was a time of the mass imprisonment of
81l Angolans suspected of political activities.

When the MPLA was regtructured, Agostinho Neto
was made Eonorary President.

. Then came the glorious signal of 4 February,
which started a new stage in our liberation strug-
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gle., The attack on the Luanda prisons by armed pat—“
riots armed only with machettes waeg going to start -
the Angolan people's liberation wer wiich, despite

the ferocious repression of the “ortvguese troops,

1it wup forever the flame of liberation in qur coun-~
‘IJ:L"}T.

From the dungeoms in Cepe Verde and Lisbon, he
entered the period of restricted residence which,
thanks to the co-operation between the NFLA and s
group of Portuguese progressives, made it possible
to plan his spectaculer flight to MHorroco, accompé-
nied by hig wife and two children. There Agostinho
Neto met the first guerrilla groups who were Leing
trained with the help of the Algerlan.thlonal L1b~l
eration I'ront, and from then onwards he agsumed = -
the leadership of the problems of the struggle, un~
til he wes elected President of the IIPLéL in Decem=
ber 1962, at the LEPIA'g firsgt ¥ational Conference. .
| The vicisgsgitudes of & struggle waged under con~
ditions of an extreme lacl: of means and without any
valid support from arroad, never for & moment de~
creased his unshakeable confidence in success, trut
on tune contrary motiveted titarnic effort to supply
the guerrille groups in the First Reglon wko were
grappling with enormous difficulvies as regords
WEeLPOIlS.

The crises provoked by The imperialist manoeu—~ -
vres, in 1963, led President Lgostinho Neto to cre~
ate the Second Politico~Military Region, in Cebinda,;
where were successfully forged such vallant cambat-
ants as the outstandln hero Hoji Ya Henda,

tgostinho leto's srraﬁeglc thinking early re-
alised,thaf,the Pirst and Second Regions were not
sufficient for the FPLA to advance the armed strug-
gle forcefully, |

The Third Region wes then opened in the centre
and east of thwe country, and thls gave fresh vlﬂourf
to tne liberation struggle.

Tnis wag the time of the audacivy that our
President always showed.

& Already with more support from socialist and
African countries, hundreds of combatants were .
transferred over thousands of kilometres, from Cab- -
inda and the First Degion to the Third Reglan,'where
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a new type of struggle was started, based on the
esteblishment of bases deep inside our territory.

This was a time of audecity in preparing and
sending in the big Cienfuegos, Kamy and Bomboko :
columns, taking war material to tne First Region,
clandestinely crossing hundreds of kilometres 1in
the territory of what was tlien Copga—nlnshasa and
on Angolan terrilory.

It was a time of audacify, using the success
of the first onslaught on the Fastern ront to ex-
tend the armed struggle To new regions of our nat-
ional territorye.

Tirelesgly, Fresident ago&+1nho Neto went to
the various military regions, eachh of which was so
far from the others, to encourage the combatants,
to see to the supplies situation, to correct neg-
ligence, to give impetus to action. "“"Action, more
action, ever more action®, was tlhe constant refrain
on his lips when he gpoke to the guerrillas.

The new regions presented new kinds of prob-
lems. Repeating rifles and small sutomsatic pistols
proved ineffective in the face of the material used
by the enemy. Cizemical warfare was devastating the
people's crops. President Neto realised that a
qualitetive leap was needed.,

The first concern was the men. It was necess-
axy to see to the men, to tielr improvement, in-
struction and politicel congciousness.

The second concern was the materiel. lore pow-
erful weapons, more effective means. And also hoes,
machettes and seeds to enable the guerrillas and
the people who supported them to develop a small—
scale self-supplying war economy.

Centres of Revolutionary Instruetion flourn
ished, and the peonle started to see the first text
books, the first medicines and the hereslding of a
new era.,

The firkt forms of People's Power appeared.

Thanlks to the effort of Pregident Neto and the
confidence hé inspired, better weapons and better
equipment started to flow to the guerrills bases.

The first artillery groups successfully enter-
ed the theatre of war. Enemy barrecks were already
heing attacked with more edequate weapons,. The con-
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fafdion that lmperialism generated regarding the
MPLA was heing dissipsted. -

Weto wag also an eminent diplomaet wino used as
his weapons truth, political coursge and boldness.

The MPLA started to be supported by the 0OAU.
And it was the Pregident himself who took an OAU
military delegation to wvisii{ the liberated areas,

At international gatherings, together with Frelimo,
the MLSTP and the PAIGC, the MPLA developed inftense
action against Portuguese coloniaslism, which was
already disintergrating. Thig joint action gave
tise to indestructible bonds which gave fresh im~
petus to the continent's Liberation Movement,

; The same is teking place with the liberation
movements of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Famibia,

President Weto was frequently chosen by all
1he African liberatvion movements to be their spékes-
man at OAU or Non-Aligned conferences.

Relationsgs with soclalist countries, the re-
liable rear base of the Mationsl Liberation liove~-
ment, were given constant attention by President
Yeto, who earned from all the leaders of the Par~
ties and Governmenis sincere golid friendship which
was going to coatribute to the establishment of |
close reletions after Independernce.

Heanwnile, at a time of cruciasl importance -
Eugust 1974 - the People's Armed Perces for the Lib~
eretion of Angola (FAPLA) were formed.

It was during the Second MNational Libteration
war, after the Truce Agreement with: Portugsal in |
October 1974, that the personality of Dr Agostinho
Neto as a statesman wag going to compel. the recog~
nition of the whole world.

The violent South African sgpressilon suffered
by the Angolan people on the eve of independence
led gome people to think that the only way the
¥PLA could safeguard its existence would be for it
go accept the propossl made by friends and exemlies

or collaboration witlh the puppets who had 2I1ied
themgelves with South Africa and interngtional #Himp-
erialism. The balance of power gppeared to be fav-
_burable to imperialsim which, in its calculastions,
Hid not reckon with the determination of s Iéader
who believed in his people and who did not fear
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the worst threats.

: Fully agsuming hig functions as Commeander-in-
Chief, President Agostinho lleto was alble to lead
‘the MPLA forces on the road to victory, using with
paerticular sagecity the weaknesces of the enemy and
our reserves, re-inforced at the opportune moment,
by the internationslist effort of the Cuban Hevol—
utionary Armed Forces.

After the pxoclamatiou of Independence, a new

re. opened up for tie Angolen revolution, wiich set
out to create a society in which the exploitetion
of men bty man would be wiped out.

Comrade I'resident was repidly to secure tle
helm of govermment,

After the South Africans were driven out, with
tlie covniry raveged by wer, speed was needed in ra-
pidly laying the foundations for new economic dev-
elopment aimed at meeting the interests of the
ma.ssess

A difficult task in a country destroyed ty wer,
without gufficient tecnnical cadres tﬁ run all the
enterprices in wilch an alienated peviy-bourgeoisie
tried at all cosis to keep the reins of running the
affeirs of Stave. |

It w=s a time of grea:; options. The Third Ple-~
nun of the Centrel Committee of the MHPLA laid dowm
new cdevelopment patinsSe.

Confiscations and navionalisations were start-
ing to transform the economic situation inherited
from the colonial period.

The creation of the nationel currency was a
new affirmetion of an independent 1l1life.,

.- The spirit of auvdecity of the uncontested
leader started to make itself felt in every snhere.
There were otstacles of every kind htut the

Zevolution did not stop.

| The factionelist coup attempt left a peinful
nmemory w ich Presgsident Agogtinho Neto never succ-
eeded in ridding himself of.

Eut the nevalvtlon advenced. It advanced with
the audacity of The leader.

And tlien ceme the First Congress in December
1977. And finelly came the Perty of the Proletariat,
A new gain, an eudacious gain waich had teen long
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planned but which it was only possible to implement
in the forge of the political, economic and social
gsituation of the first yeers of Independence.

Unanimously elected Fresident of the MPLA=-
Wiorker's Party, decorated with the National ilero
medal, Comrade Agostinho iieto imparted a rapid
pace to the building of the new TFarty, to the Rec—
tification Movement,

From the first militants vo the first cells

from the first cells to the first Party Committees
in places of work, there was & whole process which
wes going to btear fiuit in the restructuring of the
youth, the reorgeniging of the Orgaenisstion of An-

golan Vomen and the organisging of the first trade
unions in the FNational Urion of Angolan Yorkers.

In the countryside the co-operctive movement
did not cease developing.

The test path was sought for the netional ec~-
onomy aend it progressed, slowly, but it progressed.
But the lesder wanted to move faster, and this with-
out prejudice to an internationalist attitude to~
wards the libergtion struggles, towards other
friendly peobles.

Diplomacy started to play an active pert in
hastening economic development. Co-operation agree-
ments were sgigned with many countries. The field of
international relations was expended. Successlve
goodwill missions were received by President illeto,
and the retrogrede reservations sgome countrles had
regarding Angole soon gave way to sympathy and co-
oreration, even with regimes with a2 different ideo=-
logy.

It is in this painful hour that it is possible
to assess the enormous prestige that President Dr
Agostinho lieto enjoyed throughout the world. Moving
messages have come from &all over the world, from
eminent personalities. Thousands and thousands of
them from Eié, from Catinda, from Cunene, from Kiu-,
ando Kubango i from.Uige, from Koxico, from Benguela,
from Huambo, from the Lundas, from lialange, from
Zaire, fram Kwanza Norte, from Kwanza Sul, from
Huila, from Mocamedes &end from Luanda, but also
fru?.hongolla and from Britain, from Sudan.and from
Hex CO.
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ik s And for you, dlstlngulshed Heads of State and
‘distinguished delegates, who have come here to.pay
tribute to our beloved President, it will be easy
‘to "note the emotion of our people at this sad ev-
ent, but also -tihe emotion they Teel atv your friendly
presence, for wiich our people warmly thank you.

Esteemed kiother leria da Silva leto, iv is a
great sorrow vo lose a son. Our people, our Party,
are with you in youyr immense sorrow and undertake
to give you all the support you need,

Comrade Maria Iugenia Neto,
liario Jorge, frenes; Leda,

The Porty shedes your deep sorrow. The soluk-
ion of the problemg of our People and our Party has
robbed you of meny Wwours during wiich your husband
and your father waﬂ%ed to be with you, to benefit
from your love, to give you the warmth of his pres-
ence.

Such is the destiny of heroes.,

Our Party assumes the responsibkility of caring
for you with tie seme affection that our President
devoted to you.

Erotle:.s and sisters of fgostinho Neto, our
People and ouxr Party bow thelr heads before your
suffering.

Neto Friend!
Comrade Pregidenty,
Comrade Commander-in-Chief,

The pledge we “ave:made a short time ago will
not be in vain,

- Your fidelity to Ilarxist-Leninist principles
will be a living example to the youth and sll the.
Party members. Your concern for the protlems of our
pcople will be a priority in our action.
| The light of your example will shine forever
in the Angolen netion,

FParewell, Yeto Friend.
Farewell, Gomrade Precgident.

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES!
VICTORY IS CE:TATINI




