Hepnrt on recent AHC Youth Gﬂnferenca

-Lovejoy Karas
T should like to issue this appezl to the Youth of
South Africa, At this hour of destiny, your country and
your people need you, The future of South Africa is yours
and it will be what you make of it,

"Remember our heroes who are today sacrificing their
lives for the freedom of persecuied, terrorised and tortu—
red people., Our gallant and heroic fighters expect every
young SouthrAfrican to join the struggle for the frecdom
of our fatherland and our peoples... It is only through a
grim and bitfer armed struggle that the system of apartheid

can be overthrown by the oppressed people of South Africa.
We must fight",

- llalome Moses Kotane

The ANC Youth Confewence that convened upon Morogoro, at
the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College, from the 17th to the
23rd August, 19824 was a political event of immense signi-
ficances Its mood, business-like atmosphere and pitch of
deliberations were in many ways reminiseent of past ANC
conferences that have rightfully passed down into the annals
as great mileposts in the history of our struggle. In this
connection, this historic Youth Conference was part of a
long unbreakable trall of courage and de lLermination that has
today penetrated deeper into the wild fortresses of boer-
fascism, Viewed at within the conteaxt of 1982, the confe-
rence was a giant step in the direction of hringing to

fruition the objective of-- Unity in Action, our rallying
theme of this year's campaign. '

. __The convening of the fouth Confercnce was part of the
unfolding deliberate plan of heightening mass political
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involvement and the betterment of our striking ability.
The idea of finding ‘ime and a suitable platform whence to
formally, in the conitext of currenl developments inside
the country, relaunch the ANC Youth as an organised spear-
head of the entire militant Youth formation of our country
builds up logically from the aims of the Year of the Youth,
1981, and corresponds mogt appropriatcly with the overall
objectives of the Year of Unity in Action, 1982, Commenting
on the background of the confcrence, Comrade Alfred Nzo,
the Secretary General of the AlIC, in his opening address
to conference, pointed out, "The decision to hold this
conference in this Year of Unity in Action, was taken at
an NEC meeting in December of 1981 at the close of the
Year of the Youth, This was due _arily to the realisation ,
that, the convening of this conference, which was one of
our main objectives in declaring 1981 as the Year of the
Youth, needed maximum preparations to involve all sectors
of our Youth, both at home and abroad in order to achieve
the goal of the strengthening of the revolutionary Youth
section of our Movement, lmch still nceds to be done to
this end. The holding of the conference and the decisions
you will reach should therefore, be regarded as the nece=
ssary first step in r.sponsc Lo the call of the NEC at the
beginning of the y.ar contained in the T70th Anniversary
Statement .

Indeed the conference was a giant stride in the direct=
ion of implementing the directives of our leadership and
realising the wishes of eur embattled people as spelled
out in the 70th Anniversary ANC Message to our people.

In terms of all the flanks of the broad movement for
national liberation in South .ifrica, the attendance of
conference, especially its mcin Sessions, was highly
representatives Present were Comrades Alfred Nzo, the
Secretary General of the AlC, A, liasondo HEC member and
National Commissar of the AlIC, Joe Nhlanhla, ANC Adminis-
trative Secretary, lloues liabhida, General Secretary of the
SACP, L, HMtshali, SACYU Administrative Sccretary, and rep-
resentatives of all the auxillary wings of our movement,
Special mention of the lMasupaisela, the Organisation of
AlIC Young Pioncers, iz quite imperative vecause their
prezence not only em . hasised the broadness of conference's
representativeness, but also brought to light the great
4 ;
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potential possessed by the little children and their ama=
zing grasp of their situation and historic task.

OPENING SESSION

The opening session, which was attended also by repre-
gentatives of fraternal organisations and members of the
diplomatic corps representing friendly countries, did not
fail to influence the mood of conference., Added to this was
the many messages of solidarity cnd comradely greetings from
Youth Organisations in different parts of the world, ‘hese
helped reinforce the delegates' sense of internationalism
and the spirit of brotherhood and .solidaxrity with the
peoples that hung thick in the air throughout the duration
of the conference, lessages were received from amongst
others; the UJC (Young Communist League of Cuba), Polisario
Front Youth, Communist Youth of Denmark, AASU (All-africa
Student Union) Secretariat, Liberian Student Union, ISMUN
(International Student Movement of the UN), Democratic
Youth League of Japan, etc,

This session, as the initiation of the whole event was
a grand manifestation of the strength and sincurity of the
tremendous support rendereca to us by the peace-=loving and
democratic forces of the world, Here they shared a pliform
with us and we exchanged views. They saw us zather to get
down to serious work, ploiting and elaborating our methods
of struggle. They saw us sing and laugh during performances
completely engrossed in the rich variety of our insuppres-—
sible people's culture, And they must have thought to them-
selves; "here is a people that deserve our su.port" as they
settled down completely secure and at home amongst us. Com-
rade Moses Mabhida expressed the colleciive feeling of |
conference when, addressing himself to them, he said, "Dear
~ friends, please go and tell your people that you saw our
people meeting. They are singing, they aie haspy but not
happy, in captivity - they a’e fi¥hting back".

That the venue of conference was SOMAFCO was not only a
fitting tribute to our National Youth Hero, “omrade Kalushi
Mahlangu, whose name has come to symbolise the courage,
daring and the spirit of no-surrender characteristic of
today's young generation, but also an act of acimowledge-
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ment by the Yonth of the sreat historic significance of
this trailblazing school in whose life and milieu is
already manifest a striking outline of vhat education in a
South 4frica of the Frecedom Charter will look like., Indeed -
with this project, the AC and our peo.le have emulated

the youth thr.ugh its naming afier our hero, Comrade Solly
and thus blazoning a tribute on a tablet that will stand
the test of time., This must sexve ag a spur to a more ready
discharge of energy in the name of our country ond people,
as the spirit of conference clearly emphasised,

Summing up the purpose of the confevenae Comrade Joe
Nhlamhla, chairing the Opening Session said: "The ocentral
task of the ANC Youth Confercnce is the strengthening of
our fouth as an organiscd force under the leadership of the(;
African National Congres:i-.. The afvican Wational Congress
remains the vanguard of our struggle and our people, It
shovrld be stronger because our youthh have become strong in
terms of organisation, Leolitical maturity, militaoncy and
readiness to darc. Yur youth nust doe.en their political
grasp of the situation in our cowntyy, thw Fugion and inter—
nationally. They must unicrsitand thet they a-e a part of a
huge and invincible army of the santi-~imvevialist world, .
dedicated to peace, freedom and soclal progress, .,.Com-
rades this conference must consoclidace the place of the -
Afcican Hational Congr.ss as en alivihaiive power in our
land. We must come out of t:is cunferenca better placed to
acccmpllah our historic role of lib.rating our country and
pEﬂ'DlE- T P S ' R Y N '
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& The main task of confevcnce was guite tlté de and its
details even more challenging to the participants, Since (_
this conference was the first of its kind abroad, and the -
first after many years since the 1962 Lobatsi Cnnference o
which was perhaps the lest AWC Confe:cnce where the Youth
as an organised formation nade an unmistaleable impact -
that was easily discernible (these :-ore the years of ASA -
the Afric:n Students Associa ion) the confarehce had the -sf
extra responsibility of reviewing this history with objec— -
tiv. caution in such a way ce would beneiit our movement's -
. |
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current programme of action, This itrans.ircd most expres-—
sively during the mein working secsions - plenaries and

commissions during which the subject of conference as was
reflected in the 2 enda vas deliberated upon exhaustively,

These main deliberations vere conccecrned primarily with
the task of discussing and finally documenting the posi-
tions of conference on a number of topics of great import:
The Role of the Youth, their Rights and Obligations;
Structure and Organisation of the ANC Youth Seetiong
Education and Culture; Programme of Action; and Besolu-
tions on the Intermal Situatiom, the Intermational Situa-
tion, Southern Africa, Namibia, Lebanon,

fhe conference was able to accomplish 211 these excel-
lently, thanks to the scriousness and devotion of all
pazrticipants and the competency of its steering committee
and other auxilliary sub=committees. Hoething short of sel
pacrifice itself could have better expressed the fruition
of the late Malome Iloscs Kotoue's call to the Youth as
cited above in the introduction to this report. W.-uld he
was alive to see with his own eyes and hear with his very
ears the thunder and lightning thot is the Y. uth of Soutl
Africa of this height of our hictoric march to freedom,

BASIC DOCUMENTS

Amongst the many papers and documents worked upon by
participants, about four emerge oas the basic documents
constituting the synthesis ot oonference's whole proceed g,
These documentg pronounce nd rveflect in very unambiious
language the thinking of our Youth, their unfailing rcvo: a-
tionary devotion and lofty adherenc. to patriotic commit-
ment. In their gist is captured actuall, the spirit and
psychology of the wcek-long UGlle_aulGﬂE.

Unable to publish them in full text for want of space,
it is still possible to draw a comprehensive picture of
‘thelr contents through succint demriptiun of what they
entail.

a) DOCUMENT ON STRUUTULE AD ORGANISATTON

In the introduction to ﬁhﬂ'ﬂaﬁﬁméni conference poinis
out that one of the central aims of the atxucture is to
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unambigous distribution of tasks. This emphasises confe=
rence's full appreciition of the fact that the task of
leading a fighting youth, the dynamic flank of the popular
struggle, is as collective as it is arduous and lofty.

Herein is summed up, furuhermoru, the organs of the afri-
can National Congress Youth Sec.ion per oruer of seniority,
their functions, personnel o man them cnd the interrela-
tionship betwcen the di.fewrent levels oi the structure,
Indced the structure succeeds in distrivuting tasks una-
mbigously in a centralised democratic fashion therefore
guaranteeing proper limes of communication and accounta~
bility at different levels. Careful perusal of this
organisational structure reveals it as ideal for above-
board conditions and yet aduptable to clandestine circum- )
stances,

In terms of leacershi; the uighest eizecutive organ of
the Youth Seciion in betwecn National fouth Conferences is
the National Youth Cowpaiitce, whilst the National Youth
secretariat is the executive body of the National Youth
Committee (NYC) in between sessions of the NYC, The National
Youth Secretariat is in turn composed of Assistant Secreta-
ries in charge of several sub=-committees responsible for
specific tasks spelled out in the document.,

DOCUME’S ON RIGHIS alild QJLIGATIQHS

In this document a set of rights and pbligations is put
hovm to provide guidance to the youth in their effort to
live up to th31r expected role of dynziio of the popular
revolution in our country. This document, more than any
other, lays bure the preparedncss ol the Youth to serve and
to surrender themselves cntirely to the demands of the |
struggle, the rigours involv d notiithstanding. Thercefore
every young osouth afirican o .cec2ed:: ©o the recoruiendations
therein, will nave, by zo doin;, voluntcercd to be in the
front trench:s of our fi-nt, for our :corlc and our country.

FHQGRAHHE-&?,QGTIGH

in the light of the csealating 2oul-r offensive and the
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emergence of new challenges whose attendance ig ever more
acutely decisive, conference, recalising the im:erative of
the Youth responding adequately adopted a Programme of
Action, This programme seeks to respond to both the stra~
tegic and tactical demenis of our unfeldin: war of libdera-
tion. In this regard its hizshly political and well-
considered approach has not failed to recogni:e the place
of our struzgle in its prowner historic:l context and the
nature of the fuctors influencing its development. lience
the programme is not confincd solely to local aemanis dut
relates to and covers also the international sphere,

This document is therefore a fuide to oranised action
of the Youth in keepiyg with the lonz-term and short—tert
action prosrammes of the AlIC, It defines tasks for all
catesories of our Youthj the irovking youth and students
and recognises the nced for the Youth in the ammy to
better their skill and cipagity to destroy the enemy
whilst at the same time reiter:ies the urrency of the
swelling of the ranks of Umkhonto WeSizwe by more and
more youth.

The document deals in part with o short special pxr

e for the remaining munths of the Year of Unity in
Action. Here the conference specifically directs the You
at immediate tasks thet venain to be attended to within tae
framework of this year's camipuei me a.cngst others the T0th
Anniversary of the aihC, ihe 20th annive:rsary of the impri-
sonment of Comrade Nelson Mandela, Internmatiqnal mobilisa~-
tion for the UN-declared Year of Sanctions against South
Africa, Campai;n to expose ruacist ar:ressien against the
Frontline statcs, etc,

“nerein the conference swmed up the position of the AlLC
Iouth Section on almost all the ley noints in international
polities thet are running; conitial to world relzations to -y,
Tpis included a reaffimmation of the .wowing stren;th c
the world revolutionary procecs vhich is nade imrevers.
by the growth of the sociali.:: comramuuity headed by the
Soviet Union, and of the other peace and revolution.rcy
contigents; a condermaiion of the imerialist war-monge-
ring policics as fained up :nd £iected by the US Admini-
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stration of Ronald “‘eagan: aclinowlad cment of the successes
registered by the nationzl liberaocion movement in countries
of Asia, Africa and Lﬂtlﬂ-AmE*lCm, the 1mper1&llst ‘satanic
machinations to sabotage the UAU, etc,

e e e ™

Having pointed out that it was this internmational poli-
tical climate that influenced the liberavion at almost
every level, the conference concluded the document by once
again reiterating the resdincss of oux Youth to contribute
towards the conguest of a Dbetter world to live in through
the routing of the enemy and the irinning of freedom for
the peonle in our repion,

SPuCIaL usOLIMTIONS ,

The urgency of some aspects of the international situ~ )
ation, according to conference's view, warranted special |
attention and that ve declare our attitude specifically on
the issues involved, As a result the conference found time
to address itself in diccussion to the bouthern African
situa :ion, the crisis in Lebanon, and adopted relevant
resolutions explicitly stating our positions and condem-
ning the evil hand of inperialism that in resyonsibl. fors:
Preteria's brinkmenship and its dastdbiliainguruli in the
sub-contivent, particularly the
untold crimes of the boer—fas-
cist regime committed against
the goverrments and peoples of
the frontline states, with the
People's Hepublic of Angola
bearing the main brunt of these
bestial acts; the racist armed
occupation of Namibia and ma~
nouvres to sabotage the imple=
mentation of UN Resolution 435
through treacherous ploys,
conspiracy and deceit; the
barbarous invasion and occu=
pation of Lebanon by the Zio~-
nist Israeli cutthroats which I Tl
constitute an arrogant and Guarding the status quo outside
contemptuous violation of the Turnhalle
international lawand reveals a beastly disregard for human life,
10
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The resolutions were forwaried to theix appropriate
destinations which includec the PLO oifice, the SWAPO
office and also the presse. In this woy the positions of
the Youth of our country and their unflagsing solidarity
with struggling peoples especiclly- brother people of
Namibia were conveyed,

FRESH BAIWER

|

On finishing its vork the conference 'as in actuadl
fact unfurling a fresh baimner of rededica:ion and commit-—
ment, that the Youth of today heve hearkened to the call
of the late Malome Kotane and are lLastening, blazing a
new trail inspired by the examples of our forebears, the
heroes and martyrs of the AlC Y. .uth Leaue,

No doubt this historic conference will go down in the
annals as an impor.ant milepost in our struggle. The way
forward has b .en cleared by the ~rdous ;ork of the confe=-
rence and the leaders have becen appointed to their
responsibilities to steer the youth to our objective
without fail. What remains now is implementaiion of ‘he
ideas brought forth and wri.ten into documcnts and resolu-
tions. We trust thz. the youth will not fail our people.
We are confident that the Youth /ill make the vords of
Moses Kotane flower.

Let us-all youth pledge as our new lcad, Comrade Andrew
Mkhize pledged to do our best in the wursuit of the tasks
of the revolution. sdbove all let us vow to live by the
motto of our Youth adonted by Lhiis ¢ nference =s the

official metto of the ANC Youth Section: Fight, Produce
and Learn}

"Our aim is a war fought by the entire people, not only in

strikes and demonstrations but precisely in the field of armed
struggle. In other words, the role of the masses as the com-
bat forces isgrowing, and their political education isa prin-
cipal task which will facilitate unity inaction involving the
hHlack masses and democratic forces of our country.” (Unity n
Action - A Histony of the African National Congress 1912-1982,
Page 71)
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