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Cosatu ban: state

hopes to

smash apartheid resistance

COSATU has recently been
in the fropilhine of the anack
on the mass democrand
movement a5 the state
moves to iry and smash all
forms of resistance against
apartheid

Maonths of threms from
government! mimsters and
semor podice officials Tinally
culminated in the regtricton
of the federanon on Feb-
ruary 29 — 1opether with the

outright banming of 17 org-
ARISALNE

The banming under the
atate of emergency, effect-
ively bars the organisation
from involvement in key
areas of siruggle directly
affecting its one million
members

It comes at a time when
the country is facing one of
its deepest crises On the
economic lrony, the govern-
ment hag run 0o BErIOUS
problems as the country
staggers from one crisis (o
another with every year thal
passes,

And on the political fromt,
the mass democratic move-
ment has ensured that black
local authorities have losi
what little credibility they
previously enjoved.

Mass resistance camp-
aigos also decpened the
crisis that had been created
by yesrs of aparthesd rule.

The divisions beiween
mate and capital became
more gpparent as the gov-
ernment’s failure to address

the crisis threautened the
bosses’ ahility to continue
increasing profite

The government respand-
ed 1o the situahon by mov-
ing to smash all forms of
democratic resistance
declared the stute of emer-
gency, demmed thousands
of people and imiroduced
tough press curbs

These measures, coupled
wilth the wage freeze and
privansation, have bolstered
bosses’ confidence in the
governmen! once again

At another level, vig-
lantes Bnd clandestine hit
squads bombed trade umion

offices, anacksd and killed
workers and abducted lead-
ers and achiviss

VIGILANTES

Vigilantes and the clan-
destine hi squads have
proved 10 be powerful de-
stablising Torcex Winch of
the grassroots militancy and
organisaiionyl energies have
been deflecied away from
the siate and capital as
people are forced o form
defence commuitiees 10 repel
these atjacks

Street commuttees have
been smashed through

detentions and harassment,
which has forced many
achivists into mding.

The programme of build-
ing organs of “people’s
power” has been brought to
an plmost complete halt

Cosate was less vulper-
able 1o the attacks than most
wher organisatons As o
result, it provided an im-
portan! focus of resistance
under the cimumstances

The Living Wage Camp-
aign and the adoption of the
Freedom Chaner provided
the basis for joint action
with democrauc allies in
many areas. The best exam-

ple of mass resisiance 1o the
muddie of the state of emer-
gency was the musssive
Mav 5 and 6 stavaway

The response from the
siate was 10 ban the living
wage campaign, bosses re-
soried to maszs dismissals
and police lad tiege on
Cosaw House. Hin squads
resorted (o arson attacks snd
bombings 1o destroy Cosan
offices.

The combined effect of
the state of emergency and
the physical smacks weak-
encd orgamsation a1 every
level. But the government

What the restriction means to Cosatu

THE restricions make {1
clear that Cosatu can only
take pan in collective bar-
galning around narrow
trade union issues like
wiages and working con-
ditions

It cannot call for the up-
banning of baaned organ-
isations such ax the African
MNational Congress (ANC)
and the South African
Communist Party (SACP).

It cannot call for the
release of detainces or
political prisoners. Parici-
pation in the campaign for
the release of Moses Maye-
kiso, general secretary of
the MNational Union of
Metalwarkers (Numsa) and
chairperson of the Alex-

andra Action Commaitce
and four of us comrades,
s illegal

The federation alszo
cannot call for the release of
Melson Mandela and other
leaders  serving  life
seniences. Nor can it call
for the release of thousands
of detainees held under the
EMErEEncy.

REPEAL

It cannot call for the
repeal of death sentences.
In terms of this restriction,
it will not be able 1o
parucipate in the "Save the
Fatniots Campaign” which
was launched hy youths
and workers 10 stop the

killing of imprisoned act-
ivisis for their role in the
strunpple.

Cosatu also cannol res-
pond 10 the mumcipal elect-
ions due to take plsce in
October.

The commemoranon of
important days in the
history of the oppressed,

for example, Sharpeville
Day and June 16 is also

outlawed.

The federation cannoi
SUppaTt or orgamse rent
boycoits.

These are issues that
directly affect all it
members who come from
oppressed communities

It is imporant to oote

that the restrictions on
Cosate do not say anything
about its affiliates, There-
fore, while restricting
Cosatu, the banming does
not restnct the affiliates
which make up the fed-
eration

RESTRICTIONS

But the restrictions
directly affect the United
Front that Cosatu and other
progressive democratic
ofganisations were build-
ing. The resmictions, there-
fore, are alse aimed m
preventing unity and united
action among all prog-
ressive democratic forces.

was not sansfied and seill
conzsidered them a threat. It
banned 18 orpanisations

Amoag them are aational
striuctures such as the Nat-
ional cducanon Crisis
Committee [{NECC), the
United Democratic From
(UL} and Sayco

The banning: are viewed
as an admission on the part
of the staie of the limitatons
of the emergency as &
permanen! weapon o con-
ol

CRACKDOWN

And the crackdown is
SCEN 4% pre-cmpiive achon
aimed al forcing the rade
union o limin isell to
economism while destroying
the progressive mass demo-
cratic base that has been
buill since 1983

In this way the govern-
ment hopes [0 regain poli-
tical control

But the umity of workers
has not been destroyed by
the restrictions. This was
reflected 1n the massive
demonstration during the
Sharpeville stavaway on
March 21.

This also demonstrates
that while the government
has through lts state of
emergency and bannings
weakend the democratic
organisations, it has not
been able to win any poli-
tical support from among the
oppressed.

Attack on media:
Botha govt out to
silence opposition

THIS could be one of the
last copies of COSATLU
NEWS you will ever see

The Botha government is
determined to Stlence any
views that promote a South
Africa free from exploimation
and oppression.

To do this Stoffel Botha
has introduced a whole lot
of laws under the emergency
regulations which seripusly
restrict what newspapers can
say.

And they are using these
laws 1o ban newspapers
which, according to Botha's
judgement, are not obeying
his laws

Already The New Nation
newspaper has been banned
for three months. The New
Nation covered the kind of
isspes that the bosses’
newspapers ignore — like
the struggles COSATU
workers are fighting.

Because of that The New
MNation has a lot of support
among COSATU members
and in the mass demaocratic
movemenl. Botha regards
the combination of prog-
ressive ideas and mass
support as too dangerous —
s0 he banned the paper

A number of other papers
have also been threatened

with bannings. They tnclude
the South, Grassroots and
Out Of Step newspapers in
Cape Town, the Saamstuan
newspaper in Qudshoorn;
the Sowetan newspaper and
Work In Progress journal 1n
Johannesburg.

Long before the media
regulations were introduced,
COSATU's media was
under heavy attack from the
government. (n the period
between April and July
1987, the security police
confiscated literally hund-
reds and thousands of
copies of issues of
COSATU NEWS and other
COSATL publications. Two
issues of COSATU NEWS
were banned outright. Our
offices, our printers and our
distributors were all reguarly
raided by palice looking for
COSATU publicanons.

On one occasion the pol-
ice confiscated 200 000
pamphlels in one go

Because of the senous-
ness of the atack on our
publications — which was
costing COSATU tens of
thousands of rands without
COSATU members getting
the information that was
needed — COSATU stop-

blishing the news-

Paper on August bast year
Since then the publishing of
COSATU NEWS was
further delayed by a lack of
respanse from affilistes as to
their distribution needs.

Now COSATU NEWS is
coming out again when the
lights of the progressive
newspapers are being pul
out ong by one. It is unlikely
that COSATU NEWS will
be able to survive very long
tn this situstion — especially
when it 35 "illegal® 10 write
stories on most of COS-
ATU's policies and resol-
utions.

Mot satisfied with the
tilencing of progressive
newgpapers in the country,
right wing eclements are
conducting a massive disin-
lormation campagn.

Hundreds and thousands
of fake pamphlets are being
reguarly distmbuted on the
mines and in the factories
They almost always claim to
come either from COSATU
or one of its affilises Great
cire iz tiken to make them
look genuine

Their aim is to cause
confusion and division and
to undermine the cumpaigns
that COSATU is mobilising
around
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Workers siage a protest march upon hsaring the news thal The New
Netlon newspapar has been suspended.

COSATU workers will
need to be vigilant to guard
against the effects of the
disinformation campaign. In
A situation where ali avenoes
for reliable information are
being closed down, disin-
formation can lead 1o

dangerous rumour monger-

ing, slander and division.
COSATU is trying to
counter the effects of the

clampdown on our own and
the progressive media by
setting up media units at
cvery level of the argani-
sation.

These units will be acc-
ountable 1o the structures
they come from — &t local
and regional level — and
will be responsible for
communicating informabon
10 and from COSATU. In

addition, the media units
will be able to produce
medis and information on 8
more local basis

COSATU hopes that
through the media umits a
basis will be laid for a truly
grassrools workers media e
emerge in South Africa -
no matter how much

.repression there i agauns!

wirkers ideas.




