ARE WE IN EARNEST?

[N the last issue of the “Black Sash™ we were told

once more to “see that you are on the Voters'
Roll.” If you have not seen to it, then you have no
right whatsoever to complain about the legislation
and actions of the present Government, but appear to
approve of all that is being done. Without a vote you
have no chance of registering effective opposition.
Let that be very clear mdeed. If vou have any diffi-
culty in finding out what to do in the matter, even
at this late hour, any political organisation will help
Youl.

. The Sash Movement exists, because of the opposi-
tian of its members to the desecration of our Consti-
tution, and the taking away of ordinary democratic
liberty from our people, The movement has made it
clear that it is determined to help in removing the
E:‘:csc:nl_ government from power, and that its mem-

rs will use their votes to that end.

If we are to achieve success certain essential fea-
tures have to be born in mind.

(a) Alter an election the Governor-General asks
the leader of the party that holds the majority of
the seats to form the government, He can ask the
Leader of ONE PARTY only—or of a coalition of
course—to do so. It is quite uscless, from the point
of view of gsusun% the Government, if all the
opposing parties TOGETHER gain that majority.

Governar-General must ignore that. He can deal
with one Leader only.

(b) In the past “ghost voters” have appeared on
the roll, sometimes n fairly larze numbers. Every
Black Sash member in her own area can be of
enormous heip in discovering these, and having them
rﬁa_'nnvcd from the roll. A few examples can illustrate
this.

(1) A man has died but his name may still be
on the roll. It i1s essential that the attention of the
electoral officer concerned is drawn to this when-
ever such a case occurs, so that the name may be
removed. If not there is the opportunity for some-
one o impersonate that voter.

{11} There 13 a home in yowr neighbourhood
which could at most house 5 voters, but 14 are
registered there. Not an unheard of occurrence!
Whyv? A large number of voters has been known
to be registered on a vacant plot! The Electoral
Officer concerned cannot be expected to know this;
the people who live in the neighbourhood can.

(iii) You may say there has just been a new bi-
ennial registration which would have altered all
this. You mean should have altered all this. But
an enumerator who was too tired to visit all the
homes in the area allocated to him or her may
be one who took a chance, and did not make sure.
We raise our voices soon enough if someone forges
a signature on a cheque. Forging signatures on
registration cards 18 a greater crime, for it may
affect the whole country. Remember a seat can be
won by a majority of one vote, It may be vours!
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What can we do about all this, you may ask?

). Form pumerous small vigilance commilees—
especially in the marginal areas.

2. As spon as the provisional voters’ roll is awvail-
able have your committee WORK at the voters’ roll.
Please note the emphasis is on work. Any political
organisatipn will show you how 1o do this,

The members of the Sash have fearlessly demon-
strated theijr opposition to the deeds of the Govern-
ment. Now there 1s the opportunity for real sacrifice
and effort, for setting aside personal grievances and
excuses and helping to return a Party with a sufficient
number of seats to opust the Government. Nothing
clse will avail us.

Are we in deadly carnest and prepared to do
everything in our power to achieve this?

A WORRIED MEMBER.

The Voice of the Church

We have invited leaders of the major
Church groups in South Africa to declare their
Churches' attitude to the problems of race and
colour which beset our Society.

In the July issue the REv, DR. WEBB spoke
for the Methodist Church. This month the
R1GHT REVEREND AMBROSE REEVES speaks for

tle Anglican Church of the Province of South
Africa.

S a self-governing province of the Anglican Com-

mumon, the Church of the Province of South
Africa, takes ils stand in racial matters on the stale-
ment issued by the Bishops of the Anglican Com-
munion at the Lambeth Conference which declared,
“that all men, irrespective of race or colour, are
ecqually the objects of God's love and are called to
love and serve Him. All men are made in His
image: for all Christ died; and to all there is made
the offer of eternal life. Every individual is therefore
bound by duties towards God and towards other
men, and has certain rights without the enjoyment
of which he cannot freely perform those duties.
These rights should be declared by the Church,
recognized by the State., and safeguarded by inter-
national law." For this reason the Anglican Church
belicves that the only national policy which is
morally defensible is one that gives the fullest
measure of development to the members of all racial
groups. We believe that it is morally wrong to follow
a policy which has as its object the keeping of any
particular ethnic group in a permanent position of
inferiority, and are persuaded that racial discrimi-
nation in this country is directed to this end. Because
of these convictions the Anglican Church cannot
approve of apartheid,
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While it is truc that linguistic and geographical
reasons mean that many of our African and Euro-
pean members normally worship in different places,
this does not mean that we approve of the principle
of segregation. No one has any authority to exclude
any church person of any race from any one¢ of our
churches if such a person presents himself there for
that purpose. Further, those of every race are to be
found sitting together in our Synods and on our
boards and committees taking their full share n
framing legislation for the conduct of church affairs
and in shaping the policy of the church. Our clergy
of all races meet together regularly in our clerical
socicties, and from time to time preach in one
another’s churches.  The Bishop is equally the
Father-in-God of all churchpeople in his diocese,
whatever may be their colour. There are 750,000
Africans in the Anglican Church in South Africa,
double the number of white people. It is small won-
der that in such a church there has been, and still is,
an uncompromising condemnation of South African
racialism.

An examination of the charges delivered by the
Bishop in these last vears, as well as many resolutions
of both Provincial and Diocesan Synods shows

clearly that the church is very sensitive to the needs
of any who are underprivil¢ged, irrespective of the
colour of their skins. is is inevitable, for as the
Provincial Synod declared in 1950 *We are a multi-
racial chu,rr.-ﬁ." We know that when some of our
members suffer we are all involved, and are therefore
deeply concerned with the needs of our neighbour,
irrespective of the racial group to which he may
belong,

In particular the Anglican Church has been deepl
concerned by the constant stream of legislation whic
has discriminated between the white citizens and the
rest of our South African community, to the serious
disadvantage of the latter. This we consider to be
one of the most disturhing features of our times,
for we believe that one of the basic requirements for
any healthy community life is that all men shall be
equal before the law, and that men shall not be
discriminated against because of their colour. The
Anglican Church is firmly convinced that the day
must come when every racial group must have some
elfective voice in the government of our country, and
be enabled to make the fullest contribution of which
they are capable to its welfare. For the coming of
that day we shall not cease to work and to pray.
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REGIONAL CHAIRS AND

SECRETARIES

BORDER.

C. Mrs. D. Curry, 3 Carisbrooke Road,
Stirling Ext., East London.

5. Mrs. E. Wiggell, 4 Sandgate Road,
Surling, East London,

CAPE EASTERN,

C. Mrs. A. Pirie, 68 Westview Drive, Port
Elizabeth.

S. Mrs. Ollson, Box 306, Port Elizabeth,
CAPE MIDLANDS,

C. Mrs. M. Gilfillan, Glen Heath, Con-
way, C.P.

5. Mrs. 1. Southey, Manorholme, P.O.
Schoombie, C.P.

CAPE NORTHERN,
C. Mrs. M. Owens, 7 Howie Road, Kim-
berley.
S. Mrs. E. Hammond, 1 Solomon Street,
Kimberley,

CAPE WESTERN.
C. Mrs. M. Henderson, Cranborne House,
Salisbury Road, Wynberg, C.P.
5. Miss F. Thoerne, 1 Kildare Road, Clare-
mont, C.P.
LOWVELD.
C. Mrs, Sandenbergh, Eastry, Plaston, Tvl.
S. Mrs. B. Tracey, Pleasant Hill, Box 17,
White River.

NATAL COASTAL REGION.

C. Mrs. 8. Osborne, 626 Essenwood Rd.,
Berea, Durban.

5. Mrs. C. J. D. Harvey, 12 Manor Crest,
Manor Drive, Durban.

NATAL MIDLANDS.

C, Mirs. M. Corrigall, Midhouse, Swartkop
Road, Pmtermnrirzhuré.

S. Mrs. Q. Forsyth, 2 New England Road,
Pietermaritzburg.

NORTHERN TRANSVAAL.
C. Mrs. N. von Geusau, 44 Lawly Street,
Waterkloof, Pretoria.
5. Mrs. A. Rethman, 190 Lisdogan Ave.,
Arcadia, Pretoria.

ORANGE FREE STATE.
C. Mrs, H. O.Connor, Box 245, Blocm-
fontein.
5. Mrs. BE. Kruger, 4 Van Heyningen St.,
Bloemfontein.

SOUTH-EASTERN TRANSVAAL.
C. Mrs. M. Fourie, East Geduld Mine,
Box 212, Springs,
§. Mrs, E. Salters, 8 Excelsior Court,
Boksburg.

SOUTHERN TRANSVAAL.

C. Mrs. D. Hill, 41 The Valley Read,
Westcliff, Johannesburg. .
S, Mrs. Van der Merwe, 513 Saffric
House, Plein Street, Johannesburg.
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