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On 5. 6 and 7 May 1986 the 
Black Sash held a stand out­

side East London's City Hall to 
protest about the detention of 
Duncan Village leaders. Three 
members went each day: one stood, 
while the other two sal on a bus-
stop bench about 12m away. There 
was contact between members only 
when ihc poster changed hands. 

The police watched and look 
photos - as usual, when Border 
stands. On 7 May a photo was 
taken of four women at the hus-
stop before the stand itself began. A 
fourth member had come along to 

tell the others of the threatening 
calls she had received, namely, that 
if the Sash kept up the protest 
somebody would be severely 
injured. The four were not wearing 
sashes at the time but the wording 
on the poster, 'Talk to the leaders -
don't j a i l them', was clearly visible. 

The four were charged with 
contravening a section of the 
Internal Security Act prohibit ing 
gatherings between Apr i l 1986 and 
March 1987. On 19 December they 
were found guilty and received 
suspended sentences. D 


