
NANA SITA 
J^JR. N A N A SITA died on the 23rd December, 

1969 at the age of 71 . He was a former 
president of the Transvaal Indian Congress, a 
disciple of Mahatma Gandhi and a firm believer 
in passive resistance. He served several prison 
sentences for refusing to leave the house he and 
his family had occupied for 44 years when the 
suburb was proclaimed for white occupation 
only. 

The ideals he lived for are best summed up in 
the words he spoke at his trial under the Group 
Areas A c t in the Magistrate's Court in Pretoria 
on the 17th August, 1967. 

" I stand before you for flouting the provisions 
of the Group Areas Ac t , which for the reasons 
stated above, my conscience does not allow me 
to comply with. Therefore in obedience t o the 
higher authority of conscience I have decided 
not t o meekly submit to the provisions of the 
Ac t . Being a follower of Mahatma Gandhi's 
doctrine of "Satyagraha" (Passive Resistance) 
based on truth, love and non-violence I consider 
i t my sacred duty to resist injustice and oppres
sion and in doing so am prepared to bear the 
full brunt of the law and am willing to face the 
consequences thereof. 

If you find me guilty of the offence for which 
I am standing before you I shall willingly and 
joyfully suffer whatever sentence you may deem 
to pass on me as my suffering will be nothing 
compared t o the suffering of my people under 
the Act . If my suffering in the cause of noble 
principles of truth, justice and humanity could 
arouse the conscience of White South Afr ica 
then I shall not have strived in vain. I am 69 
years of age, suffering with chronic ailment of 
arthritis but I do not plead in mitigation. I ask 
for no leniency. I am ready for the sentence." 


