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For most black
students, the children
of the working class,
education is about the
acceptance of the
society,
hard work, and an
understanding of
routine ( doing the
same boring thing over
and over aqgain - see
article on alienation).

- JOBS

Students from working
class families are
expected to show
correct. attitudes and
behaviour. They are

expected to be obedient

to authority and their
place in the school
hierarchy. They are

made to be punctual and
to wait wuntil the end
of the year before they

get their rewards -
that is, being promoted
into the next standard.
If students do not
abide by the rules,

the-

schools,.

cbedience,

schooling prepares or
socialises students
into accepting their
position as workers
after school, since
workers too are
expected to be polite,
punctual, and expected
to wait till payday for
their rewards. Like
students are punished,
wor lkeya are fire-d

: . they are punished. All
a different function these aspects ° of
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RESISTANCE

[mpor tant lessons,
however , . have been
Jearnt. The  first 1is
that__the class that is_
capable _of effectively
transforming_soclety is_
the____working_ ___class.
student struggle - must
link wup and support the

leading role of
workers. This can be
and has been done in a
number of Wways.
Students have taken up
support work for
unionised workers, they
have also wor ked
jointly with their
parents on issues like
high rents and high
transport costs. Strong
grassroots
organisations, whether
they are unions,
civics, youth
organisations,

parents-teachers-student
s associations (PTSAs),

nust be built and
strengthened.

Secondly, many students
have realised that

resistance __must __be_ _
carefully __plaoned. We

must use our weapons
wisely. The boycott,
used indefinitely
("until liberation"),

can become destructive.

Serious people 1n the
liberation struggle §i
have al=o realised that §i
they cshould wor k
democratically and not
impose views and :
actions onto their
fellow oppressed. We Jiling
can’t afford il
sectarianism and e

in-fighting.

II".'Il__----|—l-—_-'l-"l-l'l-'I-'lll — -

Finally, students must.
grapple with political

theory and use it as a
guide to action. We
must under=stand the
nature of South African
soclety and then we RN
will know what to
replace it with. This
can be accomplished
through study groups
and alternative
education.

ALTERNATIVES
We realise that it is boycott indefinitely
only in the long-term, we'll be giving up the
in a post schools which belong to
racial-capitalist South us, to the enemy .
Africa, that we will Together with
have a genuine prdgressive teachers we
education. Yet in the can chal lenge the
short—-term. we can authoritarian teaching
attempt to turn the methods and the content
classrooms into centres of the present
of liberation. Schools educational system
are a site of struggle. which is aimed at
We must not surrender preparing our youth for

this area to the enemy the labour market.
without a fight. If we
An .:um‘bfc n} adtevradive education ofu-rEnJ the
liberution 5“::,3& v Dimbabwe . r
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