Widespread opposition

RANGE of players
in Natal have come
out in opposition
to the government's plan
to transfer some
1.2 million hectares of
state land to homeland
administration.

The Democratic Party
[DP) rejected the plan
and the DP's Mr Wessel
Nel said in a statement in
August that: "It is
incumbent upon the
government to consider
first any recommend-
ations of the Advisory
Commission on Land
Allocation, submissions
by the affected
communities and rural
development needs and
then to negotiate an
acceptable practical
solution".

Also in August, the South
African Agricultural
Union (SAAU) said it
opposed the planned
transfer and that it
believed no state land
should be given away
until land restitution
arising from claims by
people dispossessed of
land under apartheid
laws had been dealt with
satisfactorily. Mr Hans
van der Merwe, the
deputy director of
commodity services at
the SAAU said, "the state
has ample land available
for restitution purposes.
We believe this should
not be disposed of before
the legal claims have
been answered
adequately." The
president of the SAAU,
Mr JJ Fourie said his

union hoped the
government would
consult widely on the
issue before making a
final decision. He said he
believed the issues of
land, land use and
allocation of state land
should be handled in a
way which would solve
short-term problems and
also contribute towards
general long-term
satisfaction.

The Daily News, in an
editorial in September,
slated the proposed
transfer as making little
sense when a new
constitution was being
negotiated. Referring to
the possibility of
Clermont, which
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previously resisted
transfer to KwaZulu, now
being transferred to
KwaZulu administration,
the Daily News said: "If
bureaucracy has
produced a plan for the
incorporation of
Clermont, to complete
the apartheid blueprint,
somebody in authority
needs to publicly remind
the bureaucrats that the
blueprint is no more. If
no such plan exists, this

has to be made
abundantly clear. South
Africa has more than
enough potential
flashpoints.”

The Southern Natal
Region of the ANC has
also begun to put
pressure on the
government to halt its
transfer plan. On
September 9, a
delegation from the
region presented a
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opposition to the transfer
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to stop KwaZulu gaining
control over land that
was due to it. The
newspaper further
claimed that the 600 000
hectares of land was
being returned to
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1988 ruling.

Towards the end of
September, Chief
Minister of KwaZulu and
Inkatha Freedom Party
president, Mangosuthu
Buthelezi claimed the
land belonged to
KwaZulu. He was
reported as saying that:
"The land belongs to us.
We have been
dispossessed of it. The
land was taken by force
of arms." He was also
reported as having had a
"very emotional”
discussion over the land
transfer issue with FW de
Klerk when last they met.
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