All of Africa must be released from any form of colonialism.
What has been said here, however, should provide some insight
into the last desperate struggle being made by those who hate to
see the old order change. Nevertheless, the forces of history cannot
be checked, and though it may take more time in some places than
was anticipated, Africa will be free.

WHERE OUR RICHES GO

‘Our continent is probably the richest in the world for minerals
and industrial and agricultural primary materials. From the Congo
alone, Western firms exported copper, rubber, cotton, and other
goods to the value of 2,773 billion dollars in the ten years between
1945 and 1955, and from South Africa, Western gold mining com-
panies have drawn a profit, in the six years between 1947 and
1951, of 814 billion dollars.

‘Our continent certainly exceeds all the others in potential
hydroelectric power, which some experts assess as 42 per cent of
the world’s total. What need is there for us to remain hewers of
wood and drawers of water for the industrialised areas of the
world?

‘It is said, of course, that we have no capital, no industrial
skill, no communications and no internal markets, and that we
cannot even agree among ourselves how best to utilise our
resources.

‘Yet all the stock exchanges in the world are preoccupied with
Africa’s gold, diamonds, uranium, platinum, copper and iron ores.
Our capital flows out in streams to irrigate the whole system of
Western economy. Fifty-two per cent of the gold in Fort Knox
at this moment, where the U.S.A. stores its bullion, is believed to
have originated from our shores. Africa provides more than 60
per cent of the world’s gold. A great deal of the uranium for
nuclear power, of copper for electronics, of titanium for supersonic
projectiles, of iron and steel for heavy industries, of other minerals
and raw materials for lighter industries—the basic economic might
of the foreign powers—come from our continent.’

—Dr. Kwame Nkrumah—President of Ghana.
In his address to the Conference of Heads of
African States, Addis Ababa, May 24th, 1963.
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