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EDITORIAL

The year of 1979 has come and gone and it ushers in a new

And with it has gone 'the year of the child' - to be shelv
neatly in the dark recesses of some body to be brought out
when needed or when there are no other nice liberal prinei
to declare the 'year of'. But while you and I have heard

'the year of the child', the children for whom it was inte
- those of the third world and especially of india, azania
kampuchea and other countries - nc doubt dié not know of i
existence or grand design. (Children in Weenen in South Af
are still victims of slavery. It was reported that these b
children work for white farmers for up to 11% hours a day,
days a week, without pay. Certainly they have not knowmn o
heard about the year of the child. They were too busy worl

But we are in a new year, 1980, - 'year of the refugee'? -
things are beginning to hot up.

The cry of the West is to boycott the Olympic Games or to
switch the venue from MNoscow. (4o Pretoria, perhaps?). Let
exanine a few salient points.

If one casts back One's mind to the World Cup Football com
ion held in 19728 in Argentine, where there is a flagrant vi
ion human of human rights, there was not a whimper from the
western world simply because 'one does not mix politics wit
sports',

hen national sports teams are called upon to boycott playi



against teams from South Africa (where, incidentally, sports
policy is determined by the racist politics of the country)
the aEEWEr is the same; 'one does not mix politics with sports!',

But when the country under 'treatment' is Rugsia (Fh? comnun—
ist ogre) then it is perfectly correct to 'mix politics with
sports', HNow certainly Russian athletes have not gone t?‘ .
Afghanistan (I'm perfectly sure that they know.that the ﬁlnter
Olympics are in Americal!). Also Russian invas;on_or assistance
inbﬁfghanistan is neither determined by or determines the
sports policy of the Soviet Union,

How here is clear case of 'mixing sports with politics?,

In Azania the political uprising is continuing. ' The bannings
£ 1977, ‘1like the bannings of 1960, have proved not to ha?e
the desired effect. !fore political orpganisations are spring-
in3 up, there are more militant activities on the labour scene,
the people are asserting themselves. And vhile the peovnle are
rociting the system, the system itself is doing its utmost to
subdue the revolutionary fires burning within the people by
diszlaying and bringing into the linelight the 'puppet leaders'
lilze buthelezi, dHence buthelezi can quote landela and zet
awa;y with it; for it 'is in the scheme of projecting buthe}ezi
as “he person vho will achieve liberation for the Deople but
on the terms of his vhite political masters - which means
'indedendence/liberation' in the homelands,

Eut for these ploys and subteriuges, the people of Azania are
certainly aware of what liberation they want and who, indeed,
are their rightful leaders., The event of 25th January will in-
dicate to the people that the war has bezun in earnest, It
deronstrates the extent to which Azanian revolutionaries will
80 in order to liberate their czonle,

ITSHO! news analysis-our perspective

1980+ the birth of Zimbabwe

The Lancaster House Agreement is expected to lea
Zimbabwe to independence after free and fair
elections supervised by Britain., Already the Unj
Nations Security Counciil has had to denounce
Britain's handling of the cease-fjre arrangements
particularly the Governor's inability to act on
the presence of South African troops within Zimbz
we. It is not just the handful who are amassed G
Beit Bridge but, as Comrade Robert Mugabe disclos
the thousands integrated into the Rhodesian requil
army as honorary Rhodesians., They are the ones t
Governor used to murder 7 guerrillas who were on
their way to the assembly point. Again, there ar
Puppet-stooge Muzorewa's auxilliary forces who ha
licence to intimidate People to attend Muzorewa‘'s
meetings and bolster his dwindling fortunes. The
Zimbabweans go into this difficult task, this exe:
cise for peace, with the goodwill and Support of
all genuine revolutionaries,

But goodwill and hopes for peace and justice are

not enough. What will happen after the elections’
Will General Walls accept a Patriotic Front victor
pParticularly Zanu? Muzorewa is decidedly identify
ing himself with the forces of repression, parti-
cularly in calling for the South Africans to remai



and blowing his anti-communism pipe. Has he got
guarantees from Walls, the South Africans and the
British that he will be installed by any illegal
regime, set up after a coup, as their Prime
Minister?

As for us South Africans, what does the horoscope
read? Today the focus is on Zimbabwe but to-
morrow it will be Azania. Have we got anything to
offer the oppressed, toiling people except division,
strife, acrimony and jet-setting? The Zimbabweans
have done it through sweat and sacrifice in thou-
sands of human lives, though it is to be regretted
it was unavoidable. In individual pursuits and
egotism, all subordinated to the demands of the
cause of liberation. That is one many lessons for
us. Another is Unity. It is something we ought

to make the priority in our Agenda for the Revolut-
ion. We must submerge our parochial interests and
embrace the revolution and the quest for liberation
in its totality. The search for freedom begins with
the search for unity among all patriotic and freedom
loving forces of South Africans.

at home

Back home the revolution is being stepped up.

Three comrades died in a bank in Pretoria recently
and with them three of the whites they took hostage
(there could be more). It is fair to say that they
could not have expected to come out of the bank
alive knowing, as they did, the mentality of the
South African gestapo. But that was not the point:
that act clearly ushers in a further development, a
new phase in our struggle. We salute those gallant
heroes; through blood, sweat and tears we will re-
member them; in Azania, the new South Africa, their

names will command a place of honour. In every
the enemy must be harassed. Not only in polite
bate in the United Nations or denounced from afs:
in international conferences, but its very heart
must be pierced with the sword, where the heart-
throb emanates from. Again, perhaps, considerat
must be given to unsettling the extended arm of
South African oppression.

Last year ended with the success of very imports:
action by the workers of Ford Motor Company in
Port Elizabeth. Ably led by the P,.E. Black Civi
Association, whose chairman is Thozamile Botha.
The integration of civic politics, labour and tt
politics of liberation was demonstrated. We hax
always made the point that in the South African
situation one cannot draw a neat line, as the wt
gamut of oppression, discrimination at work, in
sport, at school and in the place where you live
demands a united approach. Again, the action of
the Ford workers underlined the bankruptcy of th
campaigns for constructive engagement. In real
terms the wages of Black workers at Ford never i
proved despite the fact that the company accepte
the Sullivan Principles. Another factor was the
solidarity, not only of the workers, but of the
community at large. When 500 workers were sacke
no one else presented themselves at the gate to
take jobs vacated despite the fact that the rate
of unemployment, in Port Elizabeth, is wvery high
All must have said 'power to the people' when the
management climbed down and re-instated all the
sacked workers,

But there may have a catch - through the co-oper
ion of the security police and the management.
For no sooner had the workers of Ford won their



fight, then Thozamile Botha, Phalo Tshume and Mono
Badela were detained by the security police. That
at a time when further action was, apparently,

being planned particularly over the question of the
resettlement of the residents of Walmer. Further
action agalnst PEBCO was the slamming of restriction
orders on Lizo Pityana, a vice-chairman of PEBCO in
December '79. Despite such actions the spirit of
the people has not been dampened and further action
against the system will emerge.

the willamson saga

Captain Craig Williamson is the name of the person
who was Deputy-Director of the International Uni-
versity Exchange Fund in Geneva. In January he
willingly unmasked himself. 1In the presence of his
real boss, Brig.-Gen, Coetzee, head of the South
African security police, the murder squad of the
racist regime, and Lars-Gunnar Eriksson, William-
son's superior at IUEF, he confessed that he was a
member of the security police. His position in
ICEF gave him access to the files of many people
and organisations inside South Africa and in exile,
who had applied for sponsorship of their programmes
from IUEF.

It was Capt. Williamson who masterminded IUEF‘*s 1978
withdrawal of support to BCM and a declaration that
ANC was the leader of the struggle for liberation
in South Africa. That move won him many friends in
ANC on the basis of which he could be trusted to in-
gratiate himself further into the bosom of ANC. 1In
that capacity he is alleged to have been a regular
visitor in the ANC camps; where some of us are not
allowed entry into some African countries unless
Cleared by ANC, he was allowed to come in and out

and lately he managed to install himself as the
'consultant' to ANC. 'Consultant' on what? What
is his authority on? Were there no blacks in ANC
to be trusted with knowledge and expertise in fun
raising or liaison with the resistance groups at
home?

As the dust settles down we are left with a chill
ing thought. How many more moles are there? Thi
is no prompting for a sniffing campaign but, by t
same token, we shall know other Williamsons. The
are some comrades of Williamsonfs in donor agenci
abroad here who have busied themselves in devilis
efforts to discredit BCM and to undermine its con
tribution to the liberation struggle. They are
still there. The motive is simple. There is no
way that such will infiltrate BCM because our pos
ion is wvery clear. All white people are the enem
of our struggle or have embedded in them the seed
of being one.

From Williamson, what about IUEF? There are fear
that Williamson will seek to blackmail IUEF by ma
ing discreet and selective disclosures of IUEF's
secret plans. There is grave concern that IUEF n
to restore her image quickly. But how will that
possible when the man who opened the door for Wil
iamson is still at the head of the organisation?
How could Williamson put as a condition of his go
into exile the guarantee of a job by IUEF?

How could Lars-Gunnar Eriksson, as late as Novemb
declare his confidence in Williamson when ZANU
comrades voiced their suspicions about the man?
Have there been any investigations? Although we
have great respect for Mr .Eriksson as a person, W
believe that he is honour-bound to resign his pos
ion & accept that his mistakes of judgement, in t



respect, are fatal. Then under new management IUEF
can set about the task of restoring its image among
South African liberation organisations.

At home we can expect now a whole series of arrests,
detentions and bannings. Trials will be stage-man-
aged where the 'new'Capt., Williamson will baffle a
pliant judiciary about his intimate knowledge. We
note that funds that were being sent by Williamson
to contacts at home always managed to go astray.
Obviously, Capt. Williamson was swelling the coffers
of the security police so that more informers could
be engaged. As for us, we are grateful that we are
not recognised by IUEF as a liberation organisation
as Williamson resumes his duties ignorant about who
we are and how we prepare to conduct our assault on
him and all that he stands for.

politics In sport=two cases

*Russia does not play games', says a Tory poster,
it conguers®, With that the world is urged to
boycott the Olympic Games in Moscow this year.
This is part of a compendium of retaliatory actions
or sanctions devised by the West for an apparent
invasion of Afghanistan. It is interesting to
note that the government of Afghanistan does not
say that its territory has been violated. A fit-
ting excuse is then found for the whipping up of a
war-psychosis in London and Washington. Mohammad
Ali, a parapatetic pawn of Carterism, is touring
the African capitals singing his one word song,
'Boycott®,

Meanwhile, the same Margaret Thatcher declared that
she was unable to stop the forthcoming British
Lions tour of South Africa. What protests there

m@ght have been were feeble and muted and not
signed to stop the tour. And in South Africa,
we are writing, men, women and children are pi
in the jails for expressing legitimate views,
others have been murdered and others undergo t
ure. There is no way in which they can buy th
selves into privilege because nature has wille
Esat they be Black. It is interesting to note
ese two studies in order to i
g o r see the hypocris

‘Don‘t play with apartheid', we say.

AEkkkkrhhhh

Thozamile Botha - Chairman of
Fort Elizabeth Black Civic Assoc.



TRIBUTE TO
JOSIAH TONGOGARA

amander of the Zimbabwe
-ican National Liberation

ny (ZANLA))

sehalf of the general member-

v of BCM within Azania, Europe,
; and Africa, we would like to
rass our sincerest condolences
you(ZANU) on the loss of

IADE GENERAL J. TOHGOGARA,

iant Zimbabwean son, fighter
hero of Africa.

is not only the Patriotic Front
ZANU, in particular, who have
+ the loss but also all pro-
ssive revolutionaries who have
+ a committed comrade, teacher,
leader of the revolution;
se example will live on until
ica is totally liberated;
se¢ example will be carried on-
d to victory by his patriots
Zimbabwe, and others in the
thern region of our motherland.

rades of ZANU, we give you courage; and let his death also
e you courage. Through ZANU, we extend to his closest
ily our warm revolutionary sympathies,

ternal greetings on your glorious, victorious return to
r motherland.

g live the Zimbabwean revolution! Long live liberated
babwe! HHay peace rain forever!
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BCM CONFERENCE

At a consultative meeting between representatives
of the newly re-organised black consciousness move-
ment regions in Europe, USA, Botswana and the UK,
it was decided that a conference of all black con-
sciousness activists in exile should be held as a
matter of urgency; that this would be a meeting of
all individuals who adhere to black consciousness
in the struggle for liberation in Azania and be-
long to any of the banned or active organisations
in Azania Wwho espouse the black consciousness
philosophy, and who have joined neither the ANC or
PAC in exile; further that conference be chaired
and be under the general directorship of Ranwedzi
Nengwekhulu, the External Director of the BPC.

It will be for the first time that black conscious-
ness activists in exile meet as a group. For some
time, sections of the movement have tended to oper-
ate either as individuals or sectarian groups.
Hence the urgent need for the conference in order
to resolve the major problems that confront the
black consciousness movement; to resolve gquickly
and collectively. In addition, world events call
for a spirited totality of involvement in the lib-
eration struggle by all patriotic militant forces.

It is with the full awareness of these responsibil-

11



ties that this conference is so urgently called

‘or; so that members of the black consciousness

wovement, collectively, can:

consider their role and participation in the

struggle to free Azania from an oppressive

regime;

consider the nature of their struggle how

victory can be assured.

», consider their relationship to/with programmes
for liberation that are being mounted by other
organisations;
help build on this relationship towards the
strengthening of all forces concerned with the
liberation of Azania.

. attend to the other needs of members in exile.

t is expected that BCM delegates and members from
he following countries will attend the conference;
lotswana, Central Africa, Europe, Kenya, Lesotho,
igeria, United Kingdom, United States of America &
anada, West Africa,.

lence, the conference will be considering various
roposals about the future of BCM and arrive at a
ollective decision.

riginallv. the conference was planned to held from
he 28th Dec.'79 to the 4th Jan. ‘80, in Kenya.
nfortunately, and this occurred a week before the
onference was to due to start, the Kenyan govern-
ent informed us that a Kenyan parliamentary ruling
orbids the holding of political meetings, by out-
ide political organisations, in Kenya. With that
t was back to square one and the cancellation of
11 previous plans,

S this meeting is of wvital importance to all con-

12

cerned black consciousness activists both in exile
and at home, the urgency for this conference to be
held has increased. Comrades in all regions are
busily workKing towards the securing of a place and
venue, and we are confident that the conference
will take place soon.

S e, v il v
® Behind the bush, is a mother cooking. Behind her in the single house, is her child. The k
sick. The cause, malnutrition.

The father works in the field of the White man they live in his backyard. He has no whet
go. No work in the BophuthaTswana area. What is the future of this sick child?
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AZANIA FOCUS

Several security trials have started in South Africa.

Thami Mkhwanazi, Kgokong Majatladi, Ephraim 'amoepa, Lebogang
lilokone, Petrus Senabe, Moeti Phala, Sekibela ilathe, HMapheti
Leeuw and a 18yr., old youth are appearing in the Pretoria
Regional Court on charges under the Terrorism Act,

All have pleaded not guilty to enticing, encouraging and
persuading several youths to undergo military training out-
side the Rep. of S.A. and then return to overthrow the govt.
by wviolent means.,

Thami Mkhwanazi is a POST reporter and the others are all fron

Atteridgeville.
SESFASEES LSRN
On the 9th Jan. Oupa Segone, of Soweto, was charged under the
Internal Security Act in the Jo'burg Regional Court.
HEXHFEFRFESESS SR
In the Durban Regional Court, on the 15th Jan,, 7 men were
charged under the Terrorism Act. They are:- Njenzabantu

Sithole, Mandla Sibisi, Thabane liajola, Ramatlotlo.iloses,
Dumisani Damoyi, Themba Mthembu and Sithembida Nzuza,

HEREEREEESE RS EEE

Adam liasal:e was charged under the Terrorism Act on the 15th
Jan., in the Jo'burg Regional Court.

et kX2 k- T kYT
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On Feb. 4th the Mapetla Mohapi civil action comes up in Grah:
town. Tenjiwe Mtintso has given evidence by commission in
Masﬂru.

LA 22 RS L EE LY T )

Aubrey Mokoena, banned executive member of the banned BFC, is=
charged with contravention of his banning order.

LA AR 2 E XS B L T

Elias Sana Nkumbi and a relative (17yrs. old) have been charg
with participating in terroristic activities in the Jo'burg
Regional Court.

LT PR EE EE FY

In another case of contravention of a banning order, Thandisi
Mazibuko of Dube, Soweto is alleged to have associated with
other people at a gathering in Benoni.

HEEHNERE R

Soweto's top actor, Bingo Bentley, and his son, Archibald
Mzinyathi, will appear in the Jo'burg Magistrates' Court on F
12th on charges under the Terrorism Act.

LS E T LR YRR

4 members of the Soweto Students!' League, Kedibone Mathabe,
Makgalo Kotu, Simon Mashigo and Elias Modiga, will appear in
Kempton Park Circuit Court on 25th Feb. on terror charges ari:
ing out of alleged participation in terroristic activities.

HEERRREERE SR

In the Vereeniging Regional Court, on 25th Feb., Sephiri Hlan;
ane, Tshidiso Phofu and Thabiso Ratsomo will appear charged

with sabotage. They first appeared in court 3 days after the;
were released from Robben Island where they were serving five-
year sentences after being convicted on the same charges., Lat
last year their conviction and sentences were set aside by the
Transvaal Supreme Court and a re-trial by a different magist-
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rate was ordered,

A S 22T TR TR

On March 17th, in the Kempton Park Circuit Court, Ali Lunkwane
will appear on a charge under the Terrorism Act,

LA AL 2 DL ST T T

Last year 32 people were convicted under the Terrorism Act,
according to the South African Institute of Race Relations,

S0 N

The newly formed Transkei Youth League has become the 35th
organisation to be banned in the Transkei by Matanzima, At the
conference launching the League, Mr. Prince Hadikizela, =
practising attorney and son-in-law of liatanzima, condemned the
independence of the Transkei saying that the course of colonial-
ism still ran powerfully in the country despite independence,

LR L 22 S TR T Y LT

Mystery surrounds the alleged attempted escape charge against
the President of the Congress of South African Students(COSAS),
Ephraim Mogale, who is presently being held under Sect.6 of the
Terrorism Act,

Police had said that a dossier on Hogale's attempted escape had
been handed to the A-G to decide whether charges shoulde be laid.
The Attorney-General's office have stated that no record of
Mogale or a docket on his alleged attempted escape is in their
Possession. Police stated, later, that it could not be said
vhen Mogale will be charged or released as investigations were
still proceeding.

RN R

A warder accused of helping 3 political prisoners escape from
the top-security wing of Pretoria jail in December was released
om R300 bail. Francois Daniel Vermeulen was ordered to reappear
in court on Feb., 11th.

The 3 prisoners, Alexandre Moumbaris, Steven Lee & Timothy Jen-
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kins were each serving 12-year sentences after being found
'guilty' of 'terroristic' activities & collaboration with -
banned ANC,

AN

A l9year-old matric student, Ronald Mampoena, charged unde;
Terrorism Act stated in his defence that in 1978 he had be«
arrested and detained for 54 days because he had been sellj
the newspaper, Voice, in Mamelodi.

BN RN

SASOL have sacked 11 Black workers at the Sasol 2 &. 2 const
ion sites when work began for the first time this year. Tt
reason given is that the 11 were believed to have played a
in 'instigating riots' at the plants in mid-December, which
caused damage estimated at R30,000.

FREREERERF LR

It is reported that an African trade union may be registere
under the Industrial Conciliation Act — the first in the 56
old history of the law.

The Industrial Registrar declined to name the union but the
Motor Industry Workers' Union was the first to apply when t
new law came into effect on October 1st last year,

HREEARERE RS EEE

10 African Unions have applied for registration under the
Industrial Conciliation Amendment Act; 10 existing unions hi
applied for permission to allow for African membership; 3 e:
ing unions have applied for coloured membership: and 3 unior
have applied for registration as mixed unions.,

*************l**
About 700 workers returned to work at the Sea Harvest fish
factory, Saldanha Bay, on the 4th Jan., after a 3-week dism

Oscar Mpetha, an organiser of the Food & Canning Workers Uni
said that the firm had agreed to an average wage increase of
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more than 50% for all workers. Wages, per week, have been
increased as follows; Grade 3 workers - from R17.00 to R25.60
Grade 2 workers - from R18,90 +to R27.60
Grade 1 workers - from R19,90 +to R32,08
The workers had demanded a fixed wage of R30 a week and an
hourly rate of 68 cents,
The settlement has ended a 4 month wrangle at the fish factory
which is one of the largest on the west coast, The workers,
all women, had walked out on 2 previous occasions over wages
which they claimed had been as low as R9 & R10 a weel,

b L E T Ry

pays some of its women employees R28 a month and somg of the men

R52. Uorkers also alleged that,

+ men sleep in single quarters 8 to g room,

+ a married family lives in 2 rooms,

+ Some workers on one of the company's plantation have had to
build shacks because there was no accomodation for them,

+ one of the plantations has pit toilets next to the cooking area

***'***I********

A police station in Soekmekaar, N.Transvaal was attacked by 3
men on the 4th Jan, '30, One policeman was injured,

The attack consisted of AK47 rifles and hand grenades, similar
to the attack on the Orlando Police Station in November. 1o
one has been arrested for both these attacks.

Earlier last Year Horolka Police Station was also attacked in a
similar manner. A former police officer was detained for this

attack, It was announced later that the detained man had
escaped from custody.

*ﬂ****i**ﬂ***iﬂ*

On the 24-25 Nov. '79,a:new student body was formed in S,Africa.

The body, the Azanian Students' Organisation (AZASO), aligned
itself with the black consciousness Philosophy. A S—member
interim committee vas elected in Pietermaritzburg, Natal,

18
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Among the universities represented were Fort Hare, Zululan
DurhenuWésﬂville, Natal, Rhodes, University of the Korth a
several colleges,

Interim cormittee members are; Thomas ‘lcoane(Pres.), Enoch
Whlapo(V/Pres.), Clifford Aungu(Publicity Sect.), Revell
Nkondo(Orgenising Sect.) & IMolefs Tsele(Treasurer),

REAGHBERBDEEERES

Black attorneys in the Transvaal decided at a rieeting in Je
on the 25th Hov.'79, %o forge links with black organisatior
which regard black conscilousness as their guiding prineinle
The agreement was made at a meeting between the Black Lawye
Assoc. (BLA) and the Azanian Peoplas! Organisation(AZAPO) af
the president of AZLPO, in a newspaper article, criticised
role of black professionals in the liberation struggle.

bbb b B-2- 11 F-T FTE
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the subsequent forced removal of Blacks from the
land to the mines, the purpose revolved around
land, its mineral wealth and the need for a large
mass of cheap labour. This also explains to a
large extent why the ma jority of Blacks had to be

uneducated or if they were, only qualified to ful-

£fill certain necessary functions.

3) Finally with the creation of Bantustans with
eventual °‘independence', the purpose revolves
essentially around the safe-guarding of the con-
trol of land by the white ruling class, by having
eventually '8' peripheral independent states, so
dependent economically on white South Africa to
the extent where the strategy of remote control
has advanced to a higher and more sophisticated

level,

‘independent’ bantustans

The position of workers in all the so-called
Bantustans is approxiately as follows:

More than 60% of economically active males are
employed as migrants in the cities, of this more
than 75% are employed in the mining, secondary
and teriary industries and the rest largely in
white-owned farms, and a further 40% of all
economically active males are permanently absent
from the Bantustan (excluding those already
legally in the towns).

With the changed status of 'migrant' to contract-
worker after 'independence', the wvalue of labour
power, especially of those permanently residing
in the cities, will be cheapened relatively by

24

reducing them to the status of con

It.is Fh%s tacit goal which lies atrzﬁg i::l
the 'c1Flzenship' debate, so unsatisfyingl J
ducted in constitutional and legal terms bY
spokesmen and imitators of the ruling clasg

In these independent states, a c

women are deliberately beiné creézzg 3icmﬁ?3
a vested interest in the maintenance of the

qou, and highlighting them as the 'leaders'

people, who will be willing to colaborate wi
rulers in the sordid business of Keeping the
cppressgd.people in various degrees of econc
?nd pOllFlCﬁl bondage. The XDC and BD Trust
its crucial and dirty role here. The Matanz
Buthelezis, Sebes and Manogopes fulfil this

ion, of offering to the various ethnic group
their 'homelands' the possibility of nationa
liberation sponsored by the oppressors thems

BanFustaps today represent the pinnacle of t
Natlo?allst Government's solution to the lan
question. Whereas in the past, liberation m
ments viewed the possibility of independent
with Scepticism, we are now forced with the :
al bglkan}saticn of our country, and this wi.
continue in the future, so it seems, with a 1
and more openly fascistic aspect.

The.rgling Class maintains that they are mere
?bllglng the specific request of the people «

homelands' for independence, as voiced throt
th?se .self—made~'1eaders' of the people., We
malnta:n.nf however, that the balkanisation of
country is not only the concern of those who
inhabit the homelands, but the concern of all
South African natives i.e. all those who inha
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- rv. The function of a state is to govern
Ih§¢§§235 gn behalf of ang ;n accordance w%th tbe
xpressed wishes of its citizens. The nationalist
jovernment has effected the idea of a rgferegdum
,nd has unilaterally, without c?nsultatlon with
he people, decided in the cutting-up of our
~ountry. The result of this action is tantamount
-0 committing the worst offence of a state 1.e.
~riminally ignoring the people. It is, therefore,
ap to us to consult the people and to demonstratz
the rejection of the Azanilan nation for the worl
to see. The conducting of a massive campaign to
re ject 'independence' is not only necessary for
immediate political consideration but also, with-
out the vaguest doubt in my mind, absolutely .
essential for historical purposes. Liberation is
no longer a pipe-dream, it is+som§tp1ng we can
relate to interms of its inevitability.

When liberation is attained we must be able to
show that the nation has at some stage rejected
the independence of the bantustans and, as such,
reserves the right to re-incorporate the balkan-
ised parts of the country into the common Azanian
society, by whatever means available. There must
never be any chance for anybody to say that at the
time of 'independence', the oppressed people were
silent.

The South African government would 1ikg the world
to believe that the different'nationalists' are
being given an opportunity to develop along their
own lines, in their own national interest etc.

It is a fact that today their is no 'nation' 1in
South Africa in terms of the generally accepted
use of the term, but rather a national society
that is characterised by different groups of
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people having different language and cultural
traditions. This is the same with the Bantustans
where one finds a group of people with a common
language and cultural roots.

I defined nation here as a historically evolved
stable community of people based in community of
language, territory, economic life and psycholog-
ical make-up manifested in a community of
culture. In terms of the development of South
African society we find that the oppressed Black
people have, since conguest, being exploited to
the extent where South Africa is one of the rich-
est African states today, its wealth having been
acquired on the backs and blood of the Black
people., It is a fact that our people, as a whole,
aspire to a stage where they will some day be able
to claim the fruits of their labour. In other
words, I am saying that today Black people have
national and not territorial aspirations and inter-
ests. Even the inhabitants of these Bantustans, I
am sure, will demonstrate their rejection of
*independence' if they fully realise the implicat-
ions i.e. denouncement of their right to the
wealth of South African society.

by Peter C, Jones — banned executive member of the banned BPC,

{this article appeared as a pamphlet distributed before the
lindependence! of the Transkei in 1976).
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.. .on BLACK WRITING

e o ©

An investigation into the trend of Black writing in this
country will show a commonness of thene, anproach and overall
expression that transcends style and the individual's manner

of thinking.

According to my witness, Black writing has the following

characteristics:

1. It brings into focus the complex nature of ghetto life,

2, It stimulates an awareness of Dositive values in indipen-
ous culture, which was in no way inferior to the Europesan
culture if taken within its owm context.

3. Tt draws lines between the traditional African caltatol
blaclks and the decadent Yestern cults such a5 the Satan
cults, nudism, the hippie cult etc.

4. It is not only concerned with racial oppression; but also
noints out the short-comings of orthodox modern awareness
- the inverted idealism in hankering after bourgeocis
securities, the purposeless desperation of shetto blacks
and (in general) the alienation of the black in apartheid
society.

There has been a change in the black writer's thinking for
which no one can claim credit. All those writers vho today
seel: a black influence in their writirg do not do so in order
to follow a fashion. They have simply gravitated into blacit
awareness. Not for literary purposes. Fut because this
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black awareness is their experience,

e cannot ignore the repress

vhich we must write. ﬂEd thiviriz::;tzzxuiéazegtfit S
racial issue cannot be ignored. Goneral social S ?ws.

?epicted by liongane Serote in What's in this Bla:;nsl?ct
in ?act exis®t, Comparisons between town and o i S

a vital challenge to the status quo. % SO

Although we must of necessity adapt ourselves to South
brand of western civilisation, we have by all meansu &
to assert our cultural past and our cul tural preseﬁtposg
the.n?n-existence of a national culture within the‘ o
soclety. Uhat's wrong with that? After all, some zgart
Eat unavare of the literary effects of hfrik;ans; Sip;:
:jpaﬂla efFEGtiv?}y sterts each verse of The Applicant w
a ueneer I qualify'; 'Ja Heneer I adnit'; Ja Heneer T .

'Ja Meneer I Submit!: 3
neer I Submit'; 'Ja Meneer I confess'; resnectivel:

hochan Dlack writingz currently be otherwise, when we ap
of those writers before us vwho have fallen ‘;to.fhe tr. ;
of a capitalist-inperialist culture? Alsoc *we aée aw o
those writers who classify Hegritude and Eiﬁck Fonscizzfr
as being racist. People who tamper with Blécﬁ ﬁons io :
and the Black Ixperience better watech it from now: E‘nuzf
paradisal innocence zre over. ® an Lo s

Anyone ﬁho has an intellectusl or noral quarrel vith blac
terns of reference within the given reality of white bass
?nd b{ack depravity is on the other side of the iine P;
therelore in favour of the status quo. bl

Black consciousness helos to fight the bourgeois, and at
nea—fau?%st, context of vhite terms of reference.within e
apartheid reality. Black consciousness also faces up to
truths that blacks must examine within a situation of soc
and ethical repression, Withou: calling people to aISﬂrm
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I do wish to point out that Black Ccn%ciousness §?as not mean
politics disguised as literature. H?zther does it m=an o
tanti-white' writing as some headshrinkers love to categnite :
Black Consciousness, to us, means the structuring of ?n alter
native context to the apartheid context. As Her?ert darc;se
aptly pointed out in his paper on Art in a ﬂneun1mensigna
Society; 'One must revoke the Ninth Symphony not ?nly ecguse

it is wrong and false (we cannot and should noF‘§1ng an ode ;
to joy, not even as promise) but also because it is there an

is <rue in its own right. It stands in‘our universe as ?h? .
justification of that tillusion' which is no lcnggr justifiable.
(From One Dimensional tlan). Apartheid is thgre; 12 its ofn "
right on terms deternined by a selfish minority. We revose 1t.

Black Consciousness is thus a true reflection of auF situstion-
2l meriod. 2lack writing as a cultural product strives to d?
awa? salse images of our black woman as in Serote's The Auntie
Gthér 5ide; of our working class as in Gwala's Winter; DE ?UT
ghetto youth as in Serote's Alexandra or Jigg's ﬂogrnfonwe1n,
of our socially secluded miners and of our cﬂuntry.olk§ ?f i
whon much has been put down on baper; and of young_politlsai ¥
barned student-youth leaders as in the poe?ry of Tlva lackay
and other young poets. Bessie tlead's writings on rural Bots-
wana are highly stimulating - and very Black.

e use English as a language medium. Our identity does not
rest within the English cultural context, thouch we are con=
scious of the English sub-gulture. llence Black Conscinusness
can be seen as a transient force, an idealism; but nov an
jdeology. &s part of national cunsciousne§s it can_cﬂly be_
subjected to the trend that nationzl conscicusness takes., b
South Africa one can say that black and white =re necessary
to each other. DBut the relation must be of a supplementary
nature. Ilo serious black writer can allow vhite values and
white expressions to override his black experience,
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It has been suggested ir some guarters that Hegritude and
Dlack Conscicusness in vriting have recist connotations, |
here I beg to differ. The upholding of such a viewpoint i:

not only absurd, The viewpoint iz an irperialsit and raci:
lie., Some people have Leen hoodwinked by forces of imperi:
ist thinking and racist chauvinism into thinking that hlac
vriters have no claim to their Blackness., Black writers d
have a Black Experience. Black writers did not choose to |
up in ghettoes like Ilkhumbane({Cato Ianor), Sophiatowm, Cle
Alexandra or Duncan Village. HNeither do they choose to be
pushed into so-called townshins and into bantustans, This
g sociological factor that black writers cannot aveid. In-
evitably they have the human right to claim s sociclogical
imagination that challenges their sociological locale. Th
is no third cholice: swin out of the muddy and polluted wat
of apartheid society or drown. As Cesaire has said: '"The
function of a worlt of art is to state a problem = that's a
(A Tempest - introduction to: by Line Cesaire). ECven lona
Lisa could have been 2 problem to the ane of da Vinei.

A socizal necessity manifests itself in most black writing,
The necessity is not just to cry agsinst avartheid. There
be more than that., And nrotest literature is not the final
ansver.

It is hard to make a clear—cul definition of nrotest liter.

However, there seems to be three visible trends:

1. UVhere the wwiter addresses the oppressor or whiteman;

2. Vhere the writer addresses the liberals and calls for °
attention to certain ecvils;

3. ‘here the writer addresses fellow blacks summoning ther
loock into their situation.

In all three trends, the poem or prose-work does not end
a note of directive towards the understanding and/or solut.
of the problem, Sipho Sepamla's The Annlicant belongs to !
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first catepory partly. I say partly because Sepamla's ironic-
al stance shows an underlying understanding of the problen.
Today's writing is rarely found in this categmory.

The second category can be seen in the short stories of Webster
italaza, Leslie Sehume and others; and in the voetry of Sepamla
as epitomised by his poem, Pimville Station. Here is a poem

so clearly addressed to whites that most blacks would hate to
hear a fellow black talk so vaguely of such a commonplace
experience as being at a ghetto railway station.

Thazel Johannesse nnd Christornher van vk have a poem fitting
im0 the third categor:y titled; A Dlacl: llan and His Conscience.
The concluding lines go thus;

I cannot help everybody ...

They can help themselves

Oh, you are 50 like your people

You cannot even heln yourself,

The poem The Question went as far as literature of the third
coterory can pgo. IV closes with:
At the funeral: the Tather wore black
the mother wore black
the priest vore hlack
the neonle wore blaci:
They all cursed their blackness
0 victory put on your coat e are losing
the battle to stay alive.

Tt has become conclusively clear to bhlacl:s that protest liter-
ature has no staying power in our historic moment, That is
vhy we ap ftting © T that as!: questions gi

vhy we are getting more noems that as!: questions and/or give

ansvers, directing thenselves o blaclis,

One of the major tasks is to brinpg out or explore indipgenous
values without assuning parochial zattitudes,  If such bringing
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out or exploration mean going 'the way of the hare', at 1
let there be hope for 'the stride of the lion', In’what-
one day be truly national literature, By then time will |
absolved most of us,

If Black writing, which is cultural expression, is bad - -
the socio-economic pattern prevailing is equally bad, On
other hand, if the cultural is part of the socio-econonic
pattern, then the blackman 'must not appeal to a culture i
the right to live' as Dr. Richard Rive told the S5.A. Indi:
Teachers' Association, in his discussion on 'Senghor and
Negritude!'.

Hanglenkosi Langa is cone of the few black poets who often
their strange way out of this society's suppressed express
His poem, We be our pardon South Africa, is a long one
an inverted direction at the powers—that-be; the poet turr
gpside down his alienation by stressing the claims of the
ing class, and making twists here and there.

This approach of Langa is akin to the traditional songs of
praise (Izibongo in Zulu) whereby the imbongi can freely g
town on the shoritcomings of the king and not: face punishme
For he shall be speaking the truth of which the king's sub
shall be aware,

People who expect we should uphold absclute significance i
our literary efforts are wasting everybody's time. Societ
awareness has no arbitrary boundaries; come Dantustan rain
come 'kragdadigheid' sunshine, We won't get bogped down i
the bundustan mud. Nor shall we bask in the ! ja=baas' sun

If the colour/'baas' issue becomes too marked in a black p
of writing, then the social eircumstance has been more det
nminate than the writer - - that's all. And he or she canno
blamed for it. It is only a sheer misunderstanding of the
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contradictory nature of prevalent socio

forces that makes some of our critics

—economic and cultural
misinterpret Black

writers, particularly the upcoming ones.

Let me conclude by S

blacks can be over—stressing, immature,

it definitely carries a world outlook
writers to shape that

aying that literatue in English written by

vhatever the case, but
It is the duty of the

outlook constructively without belittling

the legacy of the English language. our historical circum—

gtances may be unigque,
brace a universal character. Colonia

Finding ourselves in such a critical
move on a socially eritical plane.

(from STAFFRIDER, vol.2 Ho.3

as some love to repeat, but it does em-—

1 history is proof of this.,

historic moment we can only

mafika poscal gwala
July/August 179

**H*ﬂ**!**‘.‘.‘*ﬂ-ﬂ- i

Je beg your pardon south Afric

Some lines from l{andlenkosi Langa's !

We bep your pardon, sauth Africa
for the lies your enemies and the press

have heaped upon you

Detractors say you're oppressive

put that's just another lie

\'e apologise
for the man who caused such

an uproar

When he imagined he was a sea—gull

and flew out of a window
in John Vorster Square.

We beg your pardon, sputh Africa
for those who claim your time is running out

and that time is coming

for you to say to all people

'T beg your pardon'.
34

-J(SOUTH AFRICAN YOUTH REVOLUTIONARY

historical background

T?E South African struggle to- i
W1th.discomfitures, de%gats :ngagetgaiigony:
fascist regime has reduced the opprEssEd-
of South ﬁfr;ca to mere commemorators of Eﬁ:
gcieﬁ of their people whilst their neighbou
ede rating independence. Inspite of these
and setbacks, our people have once more gat!
strength to crush the pernicious system o
people are presently aware of the task Eef
Fhe taskioﬁ liberation. The philosophy nfa.
ion has injected us with hope, the hope whi
fast transforming itself into assuredness
EESagﬂz;rjzeupig are more convinced and sar
* o ; i
i lgngeﬁ ségé?al and economical struct

;t is under these hard facts of history tha
has to know where we come from and where we
;ngf to clearly understand the operational
uﬁg;:ltprgduﬁtlcn relations. Indeed we hav
stand the gualitative and quantitati
of a given situation. - el

?aking the s?bject *where we come from', on
orced to briefly analyse the events of pre
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The emergence of capitaligm brought into gx;stigge

w problems, problems which were to breed hatr /
ned bloody wars. The world ‘'after the capitalists
:gcendency to power' was thrown into bloody cataf—
trophic arena. Mother ﬁfrica.was part 3n§ pgﬁge
of this ugly development andrlt resulte 1n1E B
occupation of our 1and by whites. The Eeogf 25
South Africa fought relentlessly to war i ok
repel the vicious monster put unfortunately e
enemy was more powerful. The mllltgry strengnent
the enemy could not put our people into pgrg =
submission and strong resistance was wage v
people against the invaders.

The first major black reaction to the 1nvas§3?gwas
war. Over a period of hundrediyears, from ﬂt
no fewer than nine wars of r951sgance were foug
between our people and the fyontler farmers, i -
though our people were numerically greaterélt i
spear was no match for the musket and the ?ﬁe-
power was finally broken by the end of the ni
teenth century.

After all these wars our struggle assume@ whﬁt ggf
may term 'a conciliary pattern’. The mala.alm

ing to bring the white racist rulers tgdttﬁe T
negotiating table. This epoch witnesse

gence of black liberals §nd, henceforth, our
struggle assumed a political pattern. Howev§2; or
the whites were in no way prepared to surren e
even share power with blacks and this white ob-

duracy forced our black 1iberals to reconsider their

i j ture the black
approach. Indeed at this junc :
rgsponse was swiftly shifted to the left,

In 1887 Dr. Jabavu founded the Cape Native gogve?ii
ion; for the first time our people were politica v
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organised to face the enemy. 1In 1910 after the
claration of the so-called Union of South Afric
our people realised the importance of socially
organising themselves, this awareness culminate
in the formation of the South African Native
National Congress.

The only problem here was that our' leaders were
imbued with a non-action spirit and this gave t
enemy an oportunity to tighten the screws. The
emergence of the African National Congress(ANC ]
1912 injected a new life in our struggle. Our

people were again geared to positive action. 1
defiance campaigns were held throughout the cou
ry but the white government turned a deaf ear.

As the inherent contradictions of capitalism
sharpened, people all over the world rose up tc
ensure its speedy destruction. Black people ir
Africa were at this point fighting to free then
selves from colonialism. In South Africa the
struggle was trudging very slowly, the defiance
campaigns were once more employed. Towards the
of 1959, the youths realised the urgency of con
pletely eradicting the system of non-violence.
History had taught them one lesson; that passit
resistance was not a solution to the problem.
they realised that to bring the system down rec
mass participation. In 1959, the Pan-Africanis
Congress(PAC) was born, Her emergence on the
political scene was a boost in our struggle. 1
PAC was action-orientated than was the prewvious
political organisations. This finds proof in t
Sharpeville events,

The turmoil of 1960 in Sharpeville saw the leac
of these movements being incarcerated and both
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ANC and PAC banned.

The bannings of these organisations had great effect
on our struggle. A black curtain was put on our
face until 1968 when SASO was founded. SASO rose

in time to prove a historical fact that oppression
will always breed fresh resistance and history will
always punish those who try to prevent that resist-
ance from following its natural course.

Revolutions which were being waged around the
world and the fierce fighting waged by Frelimo, in
particular, rejuvenated our people with a million-
fold inspiration to stand up and fight. SASO, BPC,
BCP etc had a programme of action; the move to
conscientise the people far surpassed the enemy's
manoeuvres to manipulate our culture. Great lead-
ers like Biko, Tiro, Nefolovhodwe and several
others, then languishing in the notorious dungeons
of Vorster-Botha, contributed in no small measure
in reviving our cultural pride. Slogans like
Black man you are on your own were the ma jor wea-
pons used to gear the Black people to action, to
instill peoples' cultural pride and to rally the
people round for united effort.

Now the South African Youth Revolutionary Council
(SAYRCO), long-awaited and lamented for by the
people, has emerged. SAYRCO arises at a crucial
time to solve the puzzle of South Africa. SAYRCO
is arising and shining in the face of the Soweto
Students® Representative Council(SSRC). SAYRCO
is rising in the face of BPC, SASO, SASM & Medupe.
In short, SAYRCO is the rising tide of BCM which
is the language of the oppressed people of South
Africa. SAYRCO has been founded on the realities
of the South African situation. When you discern
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the t@de rising from 1968, the tide of people's
consciousness and cultural values, you find the
y?uth %n the lead. When you loock at the world's
hlEFGrlC event, 1976 movement and the workers'
strike, you find the youth in the lead, trudging
in solidarity with the workers against the enemy

There is no doubt, therefore, that the young
mll%tants, intellectuals and students of South
Africa, tempered and fashioned by the indignitie
meted out on the people, will form the poisoned
arrowhead of the South African struggle so long
they do not alienate the people, the workers and
the landless peasantry.

It %s on these that SAYRCO realised the urgency
re-inforcing the Black Consciousness movement .
Forme@ on a cross-section of the Black Conscious
organisations, SAYRCO seeks to strengthen the
unlted_effort of our people against the enemy, u
undgrmlnlng no effort by all forces that are eng
ed in the struggle against the minority regime s
lgpg as they do not contradict revolutionary asp
ations.

The formation of SAYRCO was after the people in
South Africa had decided that the ideas of the S
would be better served in a national organisatio
Therefore, a conference held in 1978, nationalis
the SSRC. A year later the constitution was ado
ed and SAYRCO declared a national liberation mov
ment . Khotso Seatlholo was elected the first nat
al president of SAYRCO,

Long live our revolution!
Ratsiraka Russell Ndzon
(U.K.Rep. for SAYRCO)
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Bl b W R A e FRS

... getting detainees to speak - beyond a
certain point is intolerable - aim.to.extracl
required information - several pelicemen
strike detainee at the same time - four
policemen around him hit him back and forth -
another burns his chest with a cigarette -
still another hits soles of his feet with a stick
those who have been tortured are our reference
injection of water through mouth accompanied by
enema of soapy water at high pressure (after such
enemas the mucous membrane of the intestine becomes
. the seat of numeraus ‘lesions. which provoke minute
i . perforations of the 1nEEst1ne - gaseous embolisms
% ©  and cases of peritonitis are thus frequently caused)
frequent deaths - frequent damage to brain - nerve
damages - 1ntroduct1ﬂn of a bottle into the anus

it got late
he still stood there

swollen eves 3
battered jawbone

what do you see
they asked

say it

they said

he could not

be silent any
longer

it got late

he is placed on his knees

arms parellel to the ground

palms of the hands upwards

body and head upright

no movement

policeman behind him administers truncheon

4 he still stood there
i his lips moved
E his jaws ached
what's on your mind

they asked
% you little commie
F‘ they said
i come cut with it
k_,r they ordered
g what have you got
ﬁ apainst apartheid
. they asked
e he stands with his face to wall
arms lifted
: hands against wall
kﬁu no movement
., policeman behind waits with truncheon =

they all stood there
it got late

his body sagged

they applied the wine
it was too late

his cracked skull

his damaged brain

his lips last effort
a frozen sneer

was the end of the littla
commie




