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PUBLISHING Q\"\\k@ @

It's a mag wo

A surge of activity 1n the magazine sector of
the pubhishing industry looks set to continue
well 1nto the second half of the year

Both major English newspaper groups are
launching new magazines and at least two
new independents are launching special-in-
terest publications

Times Media Limited (TML) produces 1ts
new glossy monthly business magazine The
Executive in June Modelled on America’s
Fortune and Britain’s Business, 1t will con-
tain in-depth analytical articles and s aimed
at middle and upper management

Argus comes out about the same time with
a colour magazine 1n The Sunday Star, to
compete dircctly with the opposition Sunday
Times Magazine

Penrose Holdings, which listed late last
year, has formed a publishing division and
has just launched the first of its new ventures
— a colour glossy magazine, Career Secre-
tary

Editor Ana-Marie Valente says imtial cir-
culation will be 20 000 nationally, but that
research has shown a potential market of
76 000-160 000 “depending on your defini-
tion of the position of secretary ”

Penrose will launch a second colour maga-

*

zine. Cover, in early May, aimed at the
imsurance industry

Insurance has spawned another new mag-
azine, tentatively called Imsurance Times,
which will circulate to consumers Produced
by Datawrite Publishing and making use of
new desktop technology, the magazine will
be mmitially distnibuted through mmsurance
companies to clients

All this activity underlines recent market
research into special-interest publishing 1n-
dicating that SA, traditionally a large con-
sumer of magazines, can support more titles
if they are directed at clearly defined market
$ECLors

Advertisers and ad agencies, who welcome
the surge in publications, say the strength of
a magazine lies 1n 1ts selectivity They feel
there 1s more potential than has yet been
recognised 1n minority groups, whose hfe-
styles could be profitably exploited B

Magazines ... plenty of scope for more
AN
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The National Party s
Ides of March 1n the
recent hy-elections cul
minating 1n the shatter
ing defeat at Randion

tein has sparked
unprecentedly shalp
criticksm 1n the  Atri

kaans press

In an editorial Beeld
valid bluntly that the
CP < victories wetre due
less to 1ts achlevements
than to the rejection by

Nationalists  of then
own party How else
asked Beeld could the

huge majority at Rand-
fontein he explained

The reason for this 1e-
jection Beeld beheved
lay i the overall admin-
i1stration ot the countiy
and more especially the
financial burden that an
enormously  expen-ne
and top-heaiy govern-
ment structure placed
on taypayers shoulders

Beelds own recent
complaints on this score
had drawn much public
support 1t said But
there had heen no reac-
tion ftom the guvern-
ment s side The fact
wds that the government
took little o1 no notice ot
the ordinary person-s
views [ts attitude was
that 1t knew best and dud
not need to Justifv o1 ex-
plain 1ts actions

This 1mage of self-
satisfaction 1s fed by the
excessive publicity that
TV especlally during
the past year has been
bestowing night after
night on NP leaders
Tnis has become too
great for flesh and blood
to bear and totally
counter-productive

Beeld’s pohitical col-
umnist Lood under-
pinned the editorial
with a blistering list of
the “children” spawned

P10 4w

Reas

by the SO e nmetit
Theste 1nciuded too
much ddministration
which saps the country s
lite Hlood 1ntlation de-
clining salaries 41id

laver upon laver of gy

ernment that made the
ordinary petson want to
shout ~top the world |
want to get oft’

[he NP sawnd Lood
had been 1n power so
long that 4 thatee
sheet had atcumulatedd
against 1t He descrihed
the sutcesston ol by

election defedts a~ the
patty ~  Ides ot March
and spohe ot ¢ Met-
gency mandage ment with
out 4any mdarhed  evi
dence of a political
VIS10N

T a mildel bul never

theless  ortfeal  com
ment [Die Burger attil
buted the defeat af

Randtontein to the  lLow
intensity ot the NP s
campaign  [f the NP
wanted pedte to o L
umph 1n SA 1t must not
be half-hearted 1n pres-
enting its principles

* * %
Commenting on the
State President s deci-
sion to halt the murder
trial of six soldiers 1in
Windhoek, Beeld as-
cribed the protests of
some legal experts —
*the usual little bunch”
— to their pohitical aver-
sion to the Government

ons for the
Randfontein defeat

e
JAMES McCLURG takes his weekly look at the Afrikaans Press

~aid the
1tself pro-
the ammunition
these peuple used s1m-
ply by neglecting  wor
even refustng to inform
the public about excep-
tional drastic  actions
like that taken 1n the
case ot the Windhoek
S1%

This was not the first
time such action had
been taken under Arty-
tle 103 of the Defence
Act  but that did not
mean that the public
shou!d be left entirely
in the dark

But Beeld
Governmeltt
vided

Beeld said 1t had tried
several times 1o obtain
more Information on the
matter, but 1in vain The
overnment vught as a4
matter of urgency, to

take the public into 1ts
« nfidence

W W

Dawie political column-
st of the Nasionale
group has heen looking
at ways 1n which the
Government might seek
to escape out of 1ts pres
ent dead end on the Nat-
1onal Council 1t has pro-
posed for political
participation by blacks

If black leaders per-
sisted 1n rejecting for-
mal negotiations, said
Dawie, the Government
might choose another
option, even 1f this was

on a iimited scale

*One such possibility
1s that the Government
could continue to talk to
those black leaders who
are available for private
discussions and even-
tually appoint some of
them to executive posit-
10Ny

“According to this the-
o, the Government
would then be pres-
ented with an opportu-
nity through 1ts actions
including the co-option
of blacks to make pro-
gress towards formal ne-
gotiations

Dawie admitted that 1t
would be difficult to
gain legitimacy for such
a step “But a start has
to be made somewhere
In this way at least a

foundation could be
laid

 * *
Seven voung Afrikaners

have given their views
on post-apartheid South
Africa in a book com-
plled by academics from
Unisa and the Unner-
sity of Stellenbosch

According to Freek
Swart 1n Die Burger
these young people have

finally abandoned a
racial approach to South
Africa s problems with-
out 1n the process for-
saking their critical sol1-

darity with fellow
Afrikaners” %

They  believe that |
‘w hites are 1ncreasingly
coming to realise that
the denial of political
power {o the black com-
munity 1s not only 1Immo-
ral but solidifies a black
resistance that can no
longer be 1gnored

But these same whites
are not prepared to see
power shared in such a
way that whites or more
specifically Afrikaners
lose control The 1nevi-
table result 15 a radical-

1sing of black resistance
politics

[t 1s imperative, s»a)
the seven that this con-
tradiction 1n the wihites
conception of power
sharing be not onls
identified and acknowl-
edged but alse aban-
doned "

||r|-
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A CAPE Town-based o
‘ community newspaper, W
South, may be facing a “,;;:,l; o
| three-month han after ! :‘1: P
' it received a second AP
: o

notice {rom the
E Affairs, Mr Stoffel

Minmister of Home L. -
o +

Botha, this week 4

+
South 15 the second 4'," A {rq
newspaper in  South ! %
Africa to receive such a '
warning after the closure PO N
of the Roman Catholic ¥ -, ‘ﬁ
Church weekly publica- q‘i;,, T
ton, New Nanon whose o
editor Mr Zwelakhe W g
Sigulu, has been in ”4,_1’1; J
detention for more than - f‘l‘!:' "
' 470 days % AN
:; The threat comes after R j-;‘i |
' the Deputy Muuster of gt ~ e
Information Mr Stoffel r spire
van der Merwe, warmned e
' that more publhcatons o
were being investigated g 11,
4.n
‘o g rr
.E_d-i-LO-.—r- L‘q-&"!‘1 o
The editor of Sauh, ! ,','f‘#':i
1 Mr Rashid Sena sad ¢

+ they received a second | i JO
notice from the Mimister
on Tuesday morming
This foltowed a gazetted L .
waraing to the fiews-
1 paper in December last
' year

“We see this as an

orchestrated atiempt by
the State to sience all

. dissenting voices  Qur
sccond warning follows
[ the three-month ban

imposed on NMew Nation
and the restnction of
several community

‘l organisations and
- individuals
] *Knowimng full well

that we may be banned

we pledge ourselves to

- sontinue to report the
news faithfully and
responsibly  As a
1ewspaper which  be-

. icves the people have a

. aght to know we can do

10 Other
He said the newspaper
vas consulting with 1its
awyers and would Ble
lectde on how to further
N espond to the Minister Vlrma I
A selected
Assault Jok
Anew ge
The president of the ! FUI"
Aedia Workers' Asso- ¥
iation of South Africa smukmg_.,
Ars Sandra Nagflaal,
esterday said  *We
chieve that the assault
_; ' n South 15 an assault on

|, ‘ress freedom '
She called on all
e S eople commutted to the
beration of the country
o stand by South o s
wour of crisis
The Sowelan has

1

[}
-~ —
i-l..-i-l--‘.-l-il -

r

. trongly protested
! ; gamnst the action and

LI aid “An attack on one

1ewspaper 15 not only an
ittack on all other
Japers, but dimunishes

he civd hibertiesof all the
. seople of the country |
—

—

|!!
e
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PRETORIA — The State president, Mr P W Botha,
called on the public and media yesterday not to

belittle the South African Polce hecause discord
could only weaken the force %.E.’_

Addressing a parade here to commemorate the
75th anniversary of the police, Mr Botha said it was
important that the security forces be united 1n
their action — and equally important that the pub-
lLic be untted 1n supporiing the security forces
\ “No security service could perform 1ts important

task with confidence 1f discord and {ragmentation
prevail among the people they serve

«1 wish to make an urgent appeal to all South
Afiicans, the media, and members of the internat-
jonal media 1n particular, to refrain from so often
casting suspicion on and bel1 e actions of
the South African Police "

The SAP was not perfect, just as no human being
was perfect, Mr Botha sald

He added that the police were the first line of
defence aganst the evil of international terrorism
which afflicted large regions of the world

The ANC used violence to promote 1ls a1ms and
had devoted 1tself to cruel and callous outrages, he
said Adding that the murder of innocent people
was an attempt to intimate the masses into accept-
1ng a marxist system

“The recent car bomb In Krugersdorp 15 st1ll
f;ESh in our memories and a telling example of
t 15 1

Mr Botha presented 75th anniversary festival
medals to several poiice generals, including the
Commissioner of Police, General Henme de Witt,
and four police students representing the force’s
ghite, “coloured”, Asian and black members —

apa
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THE trustees of SOUTH, at a

warning of the
Affair Stoffe] Botha, reaffirmed their

response to the first warning against

our newspaper, issued in
last year

At that time the trustees said in an
open letter to Botha

"It 1s true that your
& white minrority goverament which
does not represent the majority in
South Africa It s true that South
Africa 1s a racst oppressive society
that needs to be l‘undamﬂntally
changed It 1s true that our people are
eéngaged in 3 struggle for freedom,
Justice and human digmity It is true
that the ANC 15 2 force to be
reckoned with

"These are basic truths, Mr
Ister,

December

Min-

chatrperson of SOUTH's
trustees, Professor Charles Villa.-

Vicencio, said thig week "We can do
no other than reaffirm ths stance

"This newspaper has ap obligation

special
meeting called to consider the Jlatest

Minister of Home

government s
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By THE EDITOR BNU*\- )
A CONSPIRACY of silence an gineered ected

by the Nationalist government 1s slowly but surely
gaining hold 1n our country.

SOUTH has refused to compromise the truth But to I
the apartheid regime telling the truth is a crime

Especially 1f 1t involves CXposing the evils of apartheid
exploitation and brutg] repression

And for this reason we may soon be banned, becoming the
second paper after New Nation to be shut down

Last week we received from Home Affairs minmster Stoffel
Botha a final warning threatening ciosure of the paper Botha |
claims we have systematically and repeatcdly published material |
which promotes the banned African National Congress,
legititmises violence, stirs up hatred agamnsg sccurity force
members, and brings the Judricial order 1ntg disrepute

Victims of apratheid

We reject these allegations We know thar nothing 1s further from
the truth Through 1its policy of tllegalistng normal and accepted

prachices, the Pretoria government s NOW preparmg a case to shut
another newspaper

It 15 not SOUTH but the government's apartheid policies which have

not only legitimised but also Jed o violence becomng a daily feature
of Infe m our country

It 15 the hundreds of thousands of people at events Iike funerals of
victims of apartheid, who have through songs, flags, banners, and T-
shirts, reduced the banning of the ANC 10 2 de jure rather than a de
facto measure And this 1s comething the all-powerful National;st

govemment cannot accept

proiest

And it 15 the Unsavoury
lask of defending apartherd
that has stirred up hatred §

lowards the security
forces

The banning of the New
Nation and the impending
closure of SOUTH and the .=
swillness with which the
gentle executioner Stoffe]
Botha has acted JAs
designed to msull terror mn 3
the minds ot newspaper i
propnietors and editors '

Now 1t 15 left to be seen
how many proprietors,
editors or journalists, or
loreign correspondents for
that matter, will rase therr
VOres 1n prolest or remamn
silent and be gutlty of
being a party to this
conspiracy of silence

Let us recall the words
of Pastor Picter Niemoller
describing how the Nazs
gamed power

"l stayed silent - and
when (at last) they came
for me, there was no one :
left to protest”

* See pages 2 & 7 é,

to report the mews of the day in a
responsible manner The editorial
staff has done this with restraint and
courage We pledge our Sippurt to the
Editor and his staff and again stress
the need for SOUTH to address the
pulitical 1ssues of our time fearlessly
and without allowing itself to be in-
timidated by a Minister who 1s de-
tirmined (o silence 4l media that
refuses to submit to R dictates

SOUTH can do pe other than inform
Its readers of the news which the

government 1s  determined to
Suppress "

Vila-Vicencio sald Botha had 3l
ready acted apainst the New Nation
and there wag "lIittle doubt" that
sooner or jater he would act in a
similar way against SOUTH

"This newspaper will not, however,
do his work for hmm

"SOUTH will continue te report
what the oppressed people have 3
right to know It wil not censor or
restratn atself beyond what s already
Imposed on 1t by law The initiative
1S now with the Mmister,” he said
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=2 STOFFEL BOTHA'S C!
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. . THERE IS NO QUESTION OF THE

) /), GOVERNMENT WANTING TO
”/CONTROL WHAT PEOPLE MAY KNOW

IS ONCE MORE REVERSED BY HIS
LATEST THREAT TO SOUTH.

THE FAILURE OF THE STATE TO CHARGE OR
RELEASE OUR EDITOR ZWELAKHE SISULU
WHO HAS BEEN IN DETENTION FOR MORE
THAN 15 MONTHS ALSO DISPROVES THE
GOVERNMENT'S CLAIM TO DEMOCRATIC
RULE.

- . WEFIRMLY BELIEVE THAT THE REFUSAL OF
NEWSPAPERS LIKE SOUTH AND NEW NATION
TO BE PART OF A SILENT CONSPIRACY
AGAINSTTHE SUFFERING CAUSED BY
APARTHEID AMONG THE VOTELESS

MAJORITY, ISTHE CAUSE OF THE
 GOVERNMENT'S ACTION AGAINST US.

WE ARE CONVINCED THAT THE PAINFUL
SILENCE ENFORCED ON THE COUNTRY'S
VOTELESS MAJORITY WILL NEVER SOLVE
THE PRESENT CRISIS FACING THE
GOVERNMENT.

bt
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THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS
PUBLISHING COMPANY AND NEW NATION
STAFF COMMEND THE RELENTLESS EFFORT
AND COURAGE OF SOUTH TOWARDS
BUILDING ANEW SOUTH AFRICA.
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T'he Sowetan newspaper takes this opportunity to place its
support squarely behind SOUTH newspaper and its journalisgs A
who face the prospect of imminent closure P Y _
by the government. G

T AL T SV S Y S

, 4* -.f

SOUTH is the second newspaper after New Nation which may be X
closed for three months by a government that has become N

desperate in its attempt to muzzle and finally control the press. N

-~ NIRRT 0K b d PR, W S W M T P T M SO T e T '

Emﬁﬁ&mmw &33%@ a%&xmwN,Emmnmom%og:&Snwoxoxm
newspaper s not only an attack on all other papers, but diminishes
the ciuil liberties of all the people of the country.

T'here is no doubt that after the second warning to SOUTH every
other news media in the country, which fights for the right of
freedom-loving people to get information-on the country'’s
events, is under serious threat.

T U R e s T



TBE Government has

warned SOUTH that 1t 1s =

considering taking action
in terms of the Emergency
Regulations against the
paper for publishing sub-
versive statements

In a letter hand-delivered
to our offices lasi
Thursday, the Minister of
Home Affairs and Com-
munications, Mr Stoffel

Botha, accused SOUTH of

promoting the "public 1m-
age or esteem of inter aha
the ANC and the PAC
which »are unlawful
organmisations tn terms of
the regulations”

This warming follows the
gazetting of SOUTH'S first
warmng 1n December last
year

The regulations, as
amended in August 28 last
year, allows the Minister
to take "action” against
any newspaper if mn "his
opinion” 1l contravencs the
regulations

Lawyers acting
SOUTH have two weeks
to make representations to
the Mimister At the end of
that period the Minister
may gazette the warning

This will allow the
Mimster the option of ei-
ther closing SOUTH for
three months, or subjecung
the newspaper o pre-pub-
lication censorship

The second warning to
SOUTH follows the three-
month banning imposed on
New Nation last month

In last week’s letter the
Minister said he had stud-
ted three editions of
SOUTH, 3-9 March
1988,10-16 March 1988
and 17-23 March 1988

The following 15 an an-
nexure to his letter,

(a) The article by the
editor of SOUTH under
the heading "Why the
UDF can't be banned” 1n
the 1ssue of 3-9 March
1988 promotes the public
image or esteem of an un-
lawful organisation o wit
the ANC by giving posi-
tive publicity to tus un-
lawful orgamisation

(b) The same article
("Why the UDF can't be

banned”) promotes or fans
revolution or uprisings in
the Republic by publicis-
ing the legiimatisaton of
the use of violence

{c) On the same page in
the same 1ssue 3-9 March
1988 the advert by the
Cape Teachcrs' Profes-
sional Association stirs up
or foments feelings of ha-
tred or hostility 1n mem-
bers of the public towards
a security force by crgating
the impression that “there

10T ST

Stofiel Botha

1s no end to the brutahty
being meted out 1o chil-
dren”, that indiscriminale
“shooung” of people 15 a
normal activity of the po-
hce force and that police
action i the course of
thewr duty 1s condemnable

(d) The staternent vnder
the heading "Defiant spinit
will not be curbed” in the
1ssue 10-16 March 1988
promotes the public 1mage
or esteem of an unlawful
organisation in so far as
the ANC, also a self-con-
fessed revolunhonary or-
ganisation, 1s allowed to
use your publication for its
own propagandislic state-
ment

(¢) The report under the
heading "Lifl the curbs —
clergy petiion Vlok" 1n
the 1ssue 17-23 March
1988 promotes the publhc
image or esteem of an un-
lawful orgamisation by de-
picting imprisoned Jeaders
of the unlawful
revolutionary ANC in a
posiive light inter alia by
companng them with Jesus
Christ

(1Y The report under the
heading "Govt ‘'threat to

safety’™ 1n the same 1ssue
17-23 March 1988 funher
promoles the public 1mage

— e = el T W
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or esteem of an unlawful
organisation to wit the
ANC by projecting this
revolutionary organisation
1n a positive Light.

(g) The article "Double
date with sorrow”, 1n the
issue 17-23 March 1988
promotes the public image
or esteem of unlawful or-
gamsations to wit the ANC
and PAC by creating the
impression that the people
(as opposed to a faction)
of Sharpeville and sister
townships stll regard these
unlawiul orgamsations as
"their voices”

(h) This same artcle
("Double date with sor-
row") stirs up or foments
fechings of hatred or hos-
uhty in members of the
public towards the secunty
lorces by putting the secu-
nty forces only m a nega-
uve historical perspective

(1) The advert by the
United Women's Congress
(p 3) mn the same 1ssue 17-
23 March 1988 bnings into
disrepute the existing juds-
cial order which 1s a main-
stay of the public order, by
altempung to create the
impression that the woman
to be hanged was njustly
(sic) sentenced to death
merely because of her po-

—1—

pposition to the |
Government and not be-
cause of the fact that she
was convicted and scn-
tenced Lo death by an n-
dgpendant court of law for
aving participated 1in a
10lent capital offence

(3) Simularly the article
under the heading "Over
40 on death row for poli-
cal reasons” i the same
1ssuc 17-23 March 1988
brings mnto disrepuie tho
existing judicial order
which 1s a mainstay of the
public order, by nter alia
claiming that "(1)o remain
silent make cach of us a
party to each judicial
killing"

(k) The report under the
heading "Govt s putting
violence on agenda” in the
1ssue 17-23 March 1988
promotes or fans revolu-
non or upnsings in the
Repubhic by publicising

legiumatising cormunent on

dthe use of violence

(1) The leter under the
heading "Liberals at the
forefront” in the 1ssue 17-
23 March 1988 promotes
the public 1mage or esteem
of unlawful organisations
to wit the ANC and PAC
by giving positive publici-

ty to these unlawful
organisations

(m) The article under the
heading "Who's who'
changed her hfe” further
promotes the public image
or esteem of an unlawful
organisation to wit the
ANC by giving positive
publicity to lecaders
{symbols) of this orgam-
sdalion

The Minister's letter ends
with & special note "The
rcporis in the 1ssues re-
ferred to above are also
subject to being considered
conjomtly by me and with
due regard being had to the
cumulative effect thereof, |
in the process of ascer-
taining that they constitute
a systemalic or repcaled
publishing of matter or a
systemalic or repeated
publishing ol matter 1n a
way which has or 15 cal-
culated to have the effect
contemplated by paragraph
{a) of regulation 7A(1) and

whether the said clfect
such systematic or repeal-

ed publishing has or 1s
calculated to have, 1s
causing a threat to the
safety of the public or to
the mamntenance of public
order or 1s causing a delay
in the termination of the
state of emergency as

contemplated by rcgulauon
TA(3)

iy i, FR B R PR L e W G,
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W« of a free press

on erinia v amrs == i A e

From lsrael to Panama,
from China to South
Africa, journalists are
facing official restric-
tions and sometimes
physical violence as gov-
ernments decide that a

free press can be bad for
their health

The problem 15 as old
as the press itself, but
has been highhighted 1n
recent weeks by a series
of 1ncidents across the
world 1n which author-
1ities have tried 1o block
media coverage, mostly
of civil strife

The Israel1 govern-
ment clamped a three-
day ban on coverage of
the occupied West Bank
and Gaza Strip because€
of Palestinian demon-
strations there 1o mark
“Land Day”

In Panama City, police
burst into a hotel and
temporarily arrested at
least 20 journalists who
were about to attend a
press conference by the
opposition CiviC Cru-
sade

In China and the
Soviet Union, author-
ities have this month
barred foreign reporters

from visiting areas of

ethnic unrest, while 1n
South Africa a 21-month-
old state of emergency

has stifled coverage of

black protests

The New York-based
Commiitee to Protect
Journalists reported
that last year 26 journal-
1sts were killed 1n 10
countries, including 11
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etual chall enge

Patrick Worsnip: London

n the Philippines,
where government
forces are fighting com-
munist insurgents

The report said 59
others were assaulted
and more than 185 ar-
rested or kidnapped in

nearly 600 mncidents of

press abuse Both gov-
ernment and opposition
forces were blamed

The power of the
press, and especially
television, to sway pub-
lic opinion has made 1t a
major f{actor 1n politics
despite many journal-
ists’ claims to be neutral
observers Some mih-
tary men believe the
media can help to win or
lose wars

The South African
government considers
ts media clampdown
has been decisive 1N
quelling unrest 1n the
black townships The
moral has not been lost
on other governments
even though most, 1n-
cluding Israel, reject
comparisons with South
Africa

The Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists, a non-
profit-making group
founded by American
journalists, says “To
those who misuse
power, or who try to gain
or cling to power
through force, a free
press represents a per-
petual challenge "

Actions against jour-

nalists tend to attract at-
tention 1N countries
which boast of lhhberal
traditions Butin dozens
of others the domeslic
media are under total
state control and foreign
journalists operate
under tight restrictions,
when they are allowed
to operate at all

The Israel news
blackout on the oOCCu-
pred territories, the la-
test of a series of moves
hampering <Coverage of
the Palestinian uprising
there, has aroused pro-
tests from the Foreign
Press Association and
criticism by Israell jour-
nalists

Ar1 Rath, editor of the
English-language Jeru-
salem Post, said “This
15 really going to harm
[srael’s 1mage even
more People will draw

parallels more and more
with South Africa ™

In Panama, after
police had seized the
film of photographers
and cameramen and
later accused reporters
of collusion with the op-
position, the military-
backed government
sought to apologise and
blame their maltreat-
ment on the confused
situation

The two communist

giants, the Soviel Union

and China, have pur-
sued similar policies of
obstructing the media 1n

the face of unrest 1n out-
lying regions

Following demonsira
tions 1n Armenia last
month and bloody eth-
nic clashes

Sovietl

either republic

China ordered forelgn

correspondents out of

Tibet alter anti-Chinese¢
riots broke out there

last October

Britain, which sees it- 3.,
self as a bastion of free
speech, has not barred §
from |
iroubled Northern Ire- |
recently 1t B
forced the country's 1wo i
net- §
to give police
untransmitted film of [
two British soldiers be-

journalists
land, but

main television

woTrks

ing lynched by a mob

Independent
vision INews said

voked

material after a

with arrest

The networks had op-
posed handing over the
film of the March 19 in- |

they |

cident because

feared for the safety ol
Sapa- B

their c¢rews —
RINS

in nelgh-|
bouring Azerbanan, the|
authorities§
banned foreign report-g
ers from travelling to|

Tele-
Nuith- §
ern Ilreland polhice 1D- ;
apnti-terrorist }
regulations to obtamn the §
footage and the British §
Broadcasiing Corpora- §
tion handed over the |
news &
editor was threaiened

Iq1
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THE MEDIA WORKER'S
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH
AFRICA, AN AFFILIATE OF THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TRADE
UNIONS, PLEDGES THE SUPPORT

OF ALLITS MEMBERS AND
WORKERS IN THE MEDIA

INDUSTRY TO SOUTH IN YOUR
HOUR OF CRISIS.

SOUTH IS AN ASSAULT ON
PRESS FREEDOM. WE BELIEVE
ANASSAULT ON PRESS
FREEDOMIS AN ASSAULT ON
. THE DIGNITY OF MAN —
h WHATEVER LITTLE OF IT IS STILL
LEFT IN THIS COUNTRY.

MWASA CALLSONALL
COMMITTED TO THE
LIBERATION OF OUR LAND, ON
ALL WHO BELIEVE IN THE
INDIVISIBILITY OF FREEDOM TO
LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED IN
AN EFFORTTO STOP THE

GOVERNMENT FROM SILENCING
THE VOICES OF THE OPPRESSED.

|
g
E
WE BELIEVE THE ASSAULT ON § |
u

ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
MWASA
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Reports on Six ‘shockin

ACTING Chief Justice P J Rabje yester-
day criticised local and internationat
media reports on the “Sharpeville Six”
as shocking and disgraceful.

Speaking at the opening of the

National Bar Conference 1n Cape Town,

he said untrue and scandalous allega-
lions were increasingly appearing in
newspapers and other publications.

Ra}ug said anyone who knew anything
of SA’s judicial system would reject cer-
tain remarks about 1t with scorn.

He quoted a London Times article that
referred to the Sharpeville Six as “vic-

- o~ Een L Fl‘ur T— ruﬁ.d :
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tims of a disgraceful piec -
canery g piece of legal chy
The article said “Such a judicial sys-
tem hardly deserves the name It ig hittle
more than a charade designed to deter
and inimudate — terror tajlored to the
puéposes of the State”
ertain local newspapers had pub-
lished similar commentp on the cpase,
quoting a Wits Umversity professor as
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H Sharpeville Six reports shocking — Raiét

saying "“The Appeal Court has widened
the doctrines of crimunal iabihity 1n re- <:| ® From Pago

sponse to evidence of township revoit ”

In addition, a report by the US govern-
ment on human rights 1ssues alleged
that hearings invﬂlwni security legisla-
tion were sometimes held 1n 1naccessi-
ble places to »»ake 1t difficult for jour-
nalists and observers to attend

Simtlarly 1t was stated that the SA
government attempted to ensure impor-
tant cases involving security legislation
were heard only by certain judges

Rabhe said one could only surmise
South Africans — and others who knew
better — would hold such unfounded and
scandalous allegations concerning the
legal system n contempt

He also warned the legal profession to
guard against bringing about changes
which could lead to a lowering of stan-

dards ‘J\ Ao™) %\ue\.ﬂ'%

“And let no one say SA 1s a Third-
World country and that we must, there-
fore, even if only to a certain extent,
accept a lowering of standards Damage
caused 1n such a way cannot be recti-
fied”

Before weighing up any fundamental
changes to the legal system, there should
first be a thorough study and consider-
ation of the whole matter, he said

The topic related to a system which
had been 1n existence for many years
and the importance of the 1ssue demand-
ed calm, diligent consideration

Rabie said this was 1n the interests of
the advocates’ profession, attorneys’
profession, the Bench and the public



Getting together —

The merged publishing interests of the Argus
and Robinson groups in Durban are to ac-
quire a new headquarters

The company’s titles include the Natal
Mercury morning newspaper, the afternoon
Daily News and the Sunday Tribune

Planning of the three-storey, 19 100 m?
building on a 1,76 ha site, already purchased
in Block AK near the Greyville racecourse, 15
now at an advanced stage, according to
Natal Newspapers MD, Ed Booth

However, work on the new property will
only begin once the existing Daily News
building, owned by the Argus group, 1s sold
The asking price 15 “1n excess of R15m” and
Booth 1s confident that a deal will be struck
before the year’s end This would put projec-
ted completion of the new bmlding towards
the end of 1989

Meanwhile, the Board of Executors and
Ovland have bought the five-storey CBD
bullding housing the Mercury for R3,5m
Robinson group chairman Athol Campbell
says the new owners will take over the exist-
Ing lease held by Natal Newspapers |
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Buthelezi swipes at “alternative rags’

DAYS aflter 1ts silencing by the state,
the New Nauon has been attacked by

cwaZuiu’s Chief Mimister Mangosu-

Speaking 1n the KwaZulu Legisla-
tive Assembly, where he 1s protected
parhamentary privilege, Buthelez:

1gshed out at certain sections of the

edia — including the Weekly Mail

‘— for portraying Inkatha as “the
number one enemy of the people”

He went on to say he “regrets” the

action taken against New Naton,
hich 1s pubhished by the Southemn

African Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence, because such action by the state
“makes things worse for South Afni-
ca, (underscoring) the image of this
country as a totalitanan state

“I cannot see how we can hope to
achieve the black umty which we are

Co

JWeekly_MalI Hepo;l;r

all craving for 1n the foreseeable fu-
ture 1f the so-called alternative press
does 1ts damnedest to portray lnkatha
as the number one enemy of the peo-
ple

“We can 1indulge 1n all the formal
blandishments of leaders seeking
black umty but for as long as the
New Nation and the Weekly Mail
write as they do write about Inkatha’s

leadership 1t will have to be accepted
that the fight which has already begun
15 going to be a fight to the finish ™

Buthelez1 then launched an attack
couched in simular language against
City Press, calling 1t “a govermment-
sponsored alternative press endea-
vour”.

He asked, by implication, why the
state had not banned Ciry Press 100,

i — -—

—_—

saying he found it “hideously anoma-
lous” that the state took action agdanst
New Nanon, while at the same time
“government munisters sit on the

board of Naucnale Pers which pub-
Lishes Cuty Press”

Butheleziy also attached Gerhard
Maré and Georgina Hamlton, au-
thors of An Appetite for Power, a 1e-
cent book on Inkatha and Buthelesr’s
leadership

He described them as “alternative
academics” who have “a pathological
bias” against Inkatha and humsclf and
who give “palernalistic and uncritical

support for all that the UDF, ANC
and Cosatu stand for” He added they
had simply apphed their minds “to
give the ANC mussion-in-exile’s bla-
tantly party political propaganda a
semblance of academic respectabili-

ty”.
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GOEWERMENTSKENNISGEWING

DEPARTEMENT VAN BINNELANDSE
SAKE

No. 954 9 Mei 1988

BEVEL KRAGTENS DIE REGULASIES AFGEKONDIG
KRAGTENS DIE WET OP OPENBARE VLILIGHEID,
1953

Ek, Jan Christoffel Greyling Botha, Minister van Binne-
landse Sake, reik hicrby kiagtens regulasie 7A (3) (b) van
dic Regulasies afgekondig by Proklamasic R 97 van 1987,
500% gewysig deur Proklamasies R 123 van 1987 en R 7
van 1988, die bevel uit in die Bylae uitcengesit

] C G BOTHA,
Minister van Binnelandse Sake

BYLAE

Die voortbrenging of publikasie, gedurende die tvdperk
vanaf die datum van afkondiging van hierdie bevel tot en
met FO Jume 1988, van enige verdere witgawe van die perio-
dicke pubhikasic South word hierby geheel en al verbied

836—A

GOVERNMENT NOTICE

DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS
No. 954 9 May 1988

ORDER UNDER THE REGULATIONS PUBLISHED
UNDERTHE PUBLIC SAFL1Y ACH, 1953

[, Jan Chnistoffel Greyling Botha, Mimister of Home
Attairs, hercby 1ssue under regulation 7A (3) (b) of the
amended by Proclamations R 123 of 1987 and R 7 of
1988, the order set out 1n the Schedule
Minister of Home Affairs M

SCHEDULE
date of publishung of this order up to and incdudmg 10 June
1988, ol any tuither issuc of the ponodieal Soughs hore by

Regulations published by Proclamation R 97 of 1987, as
) C G BOTHA,

Ihe production or publication, during the period from the
totally prohibited )
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UNITED Christian Action, a church orgamsation
co-founded by the controversial Bishop Isaac
Mokoena, has welcomed the three-month ban
inposed on the New Nation, 2 Johannesburg
weekly newspaper published by the Catholic
Bishops Conference.

In a letter written to the Minister of Home Affairs,
Mr Stoffel Botha, the UCA said it welcomed the ban
as the New Nation was one of the “most standalous
manifestations of liberation theology i our country ™

The UCA said the newspaper promoted a value
system diametrically opposed to Christian standards
and beliefs
“The New Nation 1s not and never was a mouthpiece

Sowetan Reporter

for black Christians 1n South Africa There 1s ample
evidence that the authors of this publication
subscribed to the teaching of Marx, Lenin and Mao
Tse Tung which have caused havoc and misery in
many parts of this tragic continent,” the letter said

The orgamsation claimed m 1ts newsletter,
Ucanews, that the Government banned the New
Nartion after it was pressurised by “Christian quarters \
from abroad and throughout South Africa ™ \

Bishop Mokoena sparked controversy in 1984 when |
he clammed that he had more than four milhon |
Chnistian followers in the country He has not yet \
proved this membership
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Ciskelan security police
denied yesterday he was
demoted DY President

port Minister r
Namba Sebe ad
jumped bail and es-
caped to Transkel

General Fumbalele
70z} 15 SUing City Press
newspaper for R10 000
over an article by a re-
porter, Mr Benito Phil-
Lips, published 1In 1984,
which connected his de-
motion to Mr Sehe’s €S-
cape

He claims the article
is defamatory 11 that 1t
alleges he failed to keep
.‘ Mr Sebe 1n custody and

let him escape

Gen Zozi — NOW the
Caskeian assistant coni-
missioner of prisons -—
told the court he had
been embarrassed and
belittled by the article

Under cross-examina-
tion by counsel for City
Press, Gen 20z denied
he had been demoted
He said he had been
transferred 1o the ClD
and did not regard it as
a demotion — DDC




|

JOHANNESBURG —

Judgment 1s expected
today 1n a R10 000 defa-
mation claim brought
against Nastonale Pers

by the former head of
the Ciskelan security

police, General Fumba-
lele Zozi.

The casce arises from
an article which alleged
Gen Zoz1 was demoted
after Mr Namba Sebe
jumped bail

Defence counsel ar-
gued that the article was
not defamatory per se,
or by innuendo.
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MINISTER Stoffel Botha's second
warming to SOUTH — whuch could
result 1n a three-month banning —
has evoked outrage from several
organisatons
A spokesperson for the Western
Cape Teachers Umon (Wectu) said
the organisation viewed with
"profound concern and anger” the
attack on the alternative press as a
\.Qlwhnle and on New Nation and

Q\SOUTH in particular

"The only possible positive aspect

;% of this brutal attack i1s that 1t

demonstrates to the rest of the world
' emphatically that the Government's
claim to be a torch-bearer of

t\)\ democracy mn Afnca 1s a pack of

shameless lies,” he said.

Mr Jan van Eck, wndependent MP
for Claremont, said the Governments
action agamnst the media meant that
new ways of commumication and
mohhisaton would have to be
explored.

Oppressed

"By closing down newspapers such
as SOUTH that freely report the
feelings of the oppressed as well as
the éxtent and nature of the
repressive measures taken by agents
of the State, this minority
government is ensuning that whites
will become even less well-informed
about the realihes of South Africa
and less responsive to demands for
real change,” said Van Eck

The nanonal president of the Black
Sash, Mrs Mary Burton, said the
State of Emergency regulations which
empowered Mmister Stoffel Botha to
take drastic achion against the press
were more hikely to stir up anger and
resentment than to contnbute to an
orderly and peaceful society.

Mr Muntu Myeza, publicity
secretary for the Azaman Co-
ordinating Commuttee (Azaco), said
the orgamsation deplored the
increasingly repressive measurcs
adopted by the Government against
the press.
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MINISTER Stoffel Botha's second
warmng to SOUTH — which could
result 1n a three month banning —
has evoked outrage from several
Orgamsations

A w%owﬂmﬁnwmcn for the Western
Cape Teachers Union (Wectu) said
the organisation viewed with
“prefound concern and anger the

altack on the alternative press as a
/[Era_n and on New Nauon and

SOUTH n particular

“The only possible positive aspect
of this brutal attack s that it
demonstrates to the rest of the world
emphatcally that the Government g
claim to be a torch-bearer of
democracy in Afnca 15 a pack of
shameless lies,” he sa:d

Mr Jan van Eck, independent MP
for Claremont, said the Government's
action agamst the media meant that
new ways of communication and
mobilisaion would have to be

explored.
Oppressed

"By closmng down newspapers such
8s SOUTH that freely report the
feelings of the oppressed as well as
the é€xtent and nature of the
Tepressive measures taken by agents
of the State, this minority
government 15 ensuning that whites
will become even less well-informed
about the reahties of South Africa
and less responsive to demands for
real change, ' said Van Eck

The nanonal president of the Black
Sash, Mrs Mary Burton, said the
State of Emergency regulations which
empowered Minuster Stoffe]l Botha 1o
take drastc action agamnst the press
were more likely to st up anger and
resentment than to contnbute to an
orderly and peaceful society

Mr Muntu Myeza, publicny
secretary for the Azamian Co-
ordinating Commuatiee {Azaco), said
the orgamisation deplored the
increasingly repressive measures
gdopted by the Government against
the press

THE Government was promotng the
image of the African Nationa]
Congress (ANC) by refusmg to unban

\

SOUTH, APRIL 14 TO 20

the orgamsation and thereby test its
credibility and support it free and fair
elections

This was said by Grassroots Publi-
cahons in 1its representalions 1n re-
sponse to a warming from the Mims-
er of Home Affairs, Mr Stoffel
Hotha,

The newspaper received i1ts wam-
Ing on March 22 and was given two
weeks to make representations to the
Minster

In a letter to Grassroots Publica-
ttons the publishers of the non-profit
community newspaper, the Minister
accused the paper aof promotmg revo-
lution strrmng up feelings of haitred
lowards the secunty forces and pro-
moting the public image of an
unlawful organisation

In 1ts representatons, Grassroots
denied the newspaper was promoung
the image of the ANC

They claimed the Government was,
m fact, doing so by refusing to unban
the organisation Unbanming the ANC
would test the organisations
credibiisty in free ard fair elections
The publishers also claimed the Gov-
ernment s faillure to negotiate with the
ANC was also promoting the pnage
of the banned organisation

It was our considered view that
peace n South Afnica depended on
the government bemg prepared to
unban and negotiate with the ANC
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SOUTH this week hit back at the
Government's attempt to shut the paper
m terms of the Emergency Regulauons

Home Affairs Minister Stoffel Botha
stepped down from hus imtial refusal to
extend SOUTH's 14-day representation
period

SOUTH, under threat of closure after
having received 1its final warning,
requested the extension on the grounds
that 1ts representation peniod included the
six-day Easter holiday period

The Mimster's letter advising SOUTH
of 1ts final warning was hand-delivered
on Thursday March 31, on the eve of the
Easter long weekend

Editor Mr Rashid Sena said the

] newspaper applied to Botha for an

extention as the holidays effectuvely
halved the tume given to the newspaper
to make 1ts represeniations This request
was refused

SOUTH's legal representatives then
advised the Minister that an urgent
interdict would be brought in the
Supreme Court for that decision to be

reviewed The Minmister then extended

the period 1o Monday Apnl 18
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bions was aimed not at the secunty of

"Grassroots merelv reflects, mir

"This 15 not projecting the organi-
sation i a favourable Iight — it 15

staing a reahty we believe the far-
siphled among the present govemn-
ment acknowledges "
Grassroots  believed the
"arbitrariness” of the media regula-

The newspaper would make its
representations and then seek a court
rehief against the closure of the paper
subject to 1t getng a favourable legal

opmuon

"We have a commitment to other
newspapers under threat and to the
1deal that we all cherish — that there
should be a free flow of informaton

m thus country ™

SOUTH would be working closely

South Africa, but at the secunty of
the "pnivileged munority™

Insofar as secunity force action was
concerned, the newspaper submutted
that the secunty forces had been the
“authors of their own unpopularity”

with The Weekly Mail and the New
Nation 1n encouraging foreign
governmenl(s (o0 pressure the
government to "allow some common
sense to prevail”, said Sera.
Represeniatives from the three
newspapers had already met with
diplomats from mne couniries at s
special meeting 1n Pretona last week
Each newspaper would be
undertaking personal campaigns 1o

rors and reports the factual sitvatior
and that factual situation 15 that th
majonty of citizens are without ,
meannglul say in the nmnung of theny
lives, the publishers said 11 they
subrrussions to the Manaster

popularise at all levels of society the
threat to the alternative press
SOUTH would also be hasing
with tte Cape Town basec
community newspaper Grassroafs,
which had been served with its firs|

Another plan bemg mooted, he
said, was that of a major press
conference to be held in Cape Towr
later this month at which an appeal

PRESS |

IS a fundamental
riccht in anv

GRASSROOTS

Grassroots Educare
Trust believes
children & their
parents must be
free to speak, see &
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Ciskeian'paie
JOHANNESBURG __ The proprietors
and distributors of City Press news.
paper were yesterday held to pe 11-
able for publishing a “defamatory and

factually Incorrect” article about a
former Ciskeian police chief

Mr Justice R T van Schalkwyk
awarded damages of R2 000 to Gen- :
eral Fumbalele 2021, a former Deputy \ d he will decid
Commissioner of Polce In the Cisker, whether to lodge an 3
for an article published by City Press the decision Sapa
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Parliament '88

| 301 Tepo
| ‘potentially
subversive’

Political Correspondent

Government press moni-
tors last year identified
1301 newspaper reporis |
with a potentially subver-
Sive content, according to
the 1987 annual report of
jthe Department of Home
Affarrs tabled 1n Parlia-
ynent yesterday
“Reports that simply
amount to criticism of
he Government and of
provernment 1nstitutions
ire not branded poten-
lally subversive for this
eason alone,” the report
said
It added there had,
been a marked reduction
in the nature and scope of
reporting that promoted
or had the potential to
promote a revolutionary
climate, particularly as

regards the commercial
med!a

——
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CAPE TOWN — Rapport
newspapel s front page
colour piture of a man
blown apart 11 the Pre-
torra homb Liast has
drawn sirong reaction

Ved:i  spohesmen of
the (onsernauve Party
and the  Progressiie
Federal Paits both coun-
demned the newspapel
for the d1stasteful pie
ture

The MP tor 1 nsberg
and CP medla spukes-
man Mr Fanme Jacobs
ohjected 1O the por-
{1aval of "human de-
hris . the fact that 11 W% as
in colour and the effect
especially on ¢hildien

\ The PEP s media

X

spokesman WMr Dave
Dalling said

[ thought Rapport
was supposed to he 4
family newspaper Mot
family  memberns andd
children especially
would have been Te-
. nlted by that picture

1 don 1l know % hat 1t
W as suppo-ed to
achieve

Mr Dalling also ob-
jected 10 Rappoit pres
enting the dead man as 4
‘kamikaze homber

1t was clear from
other reports that 1l had
not been proved thal the
man shown 1t the pic-
ture had planted the
bomb he said — Sapa

————  —

criticised  overu
preture of blast victim

MR DALLING

'y



I‘ |
|

Staft Reporter l

ROGER KENYON, a
contributing editor of
Readers Digest, has told |
the Media Council he did
not claim to be a repre-
sentative of the Depart- |
ment of Education and
Training when 1nter-
viewing the headmaster
of a farm school.

He was giving evi-
dence yesterday during |
the council’s hearing of
a complaint by the de-
partment about an arti-
cle on farm schools in
the July 1987 i1ssue of
Readers Digest |

Mr Moses Thesiko,
principal of the Tsebong
farm schoo] at Viljoens-
drift, near Vc:eemging,
alleges that Mr Kenyon,
author of the article, 1n-
troduced himself to him
as a Department of Edu-
cation and Training offi-
cial

Mr Kenyon said. “It
would not be 1n my
character In any event,
I laid my bona fides on
the table with Anglo
American, owners of the
farm There was no rea-
son for any deception.”

FRIENDLY

Mr Thesiko had wel-
comed nm in a friendly
manner which suggested
that he knew about his
“mission”, Mr Kenyon |
said

Mr Kenyon said Tse-
bong farm school was
well run

Mr M A Diemont, |

chairman of the council

Would it not have been
fair to say so”?

Mr Kenyon Possib]
The pomt of the artlc]‘;-:-
was to show our readers
what the situation 1s like
In the rural areas. I
don’t think many of our
readers have ever phys;-

cally seen a farm
school ”

Readers Digest editor |
Miss Wendy Pankhurst
asked him if his article

was a fair reflection . of
farm schools,. 7'’

PROMISED

Mr Kenyon replied
“Yes, 1t was very fair, 1
believe the article shows
exactly what 1s happen-
INg 1n our rural areas as
far as the education of
children is concerned ”

He told her that he
had never promsed to
give Mr Thesiko a copy
of the article before
pubhlication

Readers Digest re-
search editor Miss Syl-
vana Dantu said she
read the article to Mr
Thesiko twice

Earlier, Mr Thesiko
said Mr Kenyon went to
his school on August 15
1986 and introduced
himself as being from
the Department of Edy-
cation and Traiming 1n
Pretoria It was only af-
ter the interview that
Mr Thesiko realised Mr
Kenyon was from the
magazine

The department and
Readers Digest agreed
to explore a possible

compromise

(Proceeding)
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\Many African < untr es believe
they do permit trecdom o the press
ahen an realitv 4P thiat s permitted
1~ freedom to acree with the gov-
ernment Zimbahwe 1s one degree het-
ter than that because 1t permits pub-
'cat.on of marter that does NOT
agree with the government  so long
«< such poblications do not seriiisly

flSagese wite the gernmerdt

Lre wpgree of aoountry ~ free press
15 always dritucult to measure br
thiere i~ vne basic test start up d
publication which advocates a change
In government d4nd see how long it
lasis

Esven non-demo tatic governinents
f they are coplostu ated aflow 0 1e
gri- of questionung of their adminys-
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hilhe democracy. is ' - 2rs

short supphy zround heie

less ¢ hance there 1s of freedorn 1his
An00e s universdlls — from Russta
anun despite oot s st i b
ice age of ideoluglear Tule - o
Amerta where gemodcraic p=actice
1 strong enough to allow reiatisely
open governmeni and often ciucial
questioning and debate

South Africd 1~ vne vf the most
fascinating of cases, and understand-
ahlv holds the worlds spotlight be-
cause 1t h s been through the whole
press freedom cvcle In a century
and a half it has progressed from
rigid colonial control of the press all
the way up to independently free
newspapers, and down again to gov-
ernment restriction

Kven very recently sections of the
so-called alternative press’ it South
Africa were able to propagate 1deolo-
gies that were anathema to an exclu-
sively white government, views that
were not only anti-government and

nllarniesiFioi

AeC 1 natest gainst and persecuted

tr 7 s e Mgl Botae dllerDative
pre Wi Mt eless ai oo rod
wipne o (LT ot IMae
I ol o LR - )
210 i by ' I.
Al o R L L2 VPR :

where eise i Atrid

Evep extreme mea ures by che
South .frican tovernmon’ suen as
tini less detention wathont trial jos-
tensibhy i Cpoliticia!  not editori-
1l groundsi of Zwelal e Sisulu, edi-
tor of Netw Nation did not prevent
legal pubhication of 1ts views

But that brief wd dubious exer-
(15e In limited press freedom i~ over
— long :fter the more serious sus-
pen~sion nf rile of 14 and the
South African press hds entered a
desperate critical stage which ought
to bring home to all perceptive free-
dom-loving people three unversal
home truths Thes are

I People surrender even themr hm-

ited freedom -- and jeoprrdie ther

jutore freedgm — the moment they

low a government to equate itself

with Lhe ~1sd
IS wth A e et o B e ot

of * “ |11 * { -

AL d L, otk e el Maia!

il - A TR o
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The radicd: « 11 vinturags » the
{0y € POTE G ~ sE T Tae i

gayerninent 't atgbe heguse 1t
ST TR Y b | Tt Sldte ahid
MU Je W sl T W iTile Nd
P atosts v o an S W i Ul guke-
NIge Nt s Sanide e 4l they
s { 1 ', o~ ht Slare (o proiet
T, (i w . nder SR

avermoaert thy e ss o epsanshp

ittt P flaly Tiar 10
tInL et 3 seer s kel
foocantinue undss oy faatie gusern-
ment whether + 0 wb o signe

multrrgefpe s o0 o

Y The olrmvee v e pabw ation
v & thre Crome e aapht
aros e potdi 4l <pearum More
(aportant h oo o oon one sinall
propaganda she

g o3t (I

te P~

whuch politic al group »ou support
For 1nstance

wsure of New Natiwom done with so

Little public protest, i o threat to |
The Citizen
Lurger

Once the process begins of closing
duwn newspapers for political rea-

e Beeld and Die

e

il i L — P -

S o direct threat to |
vour ndividual ireedom, no matter |

1t 1~ obyvious that |
when d racist conservdlive exirem- |
st publi ation such as Die Stemn |
(loses because the authorities think |
1+ voice 1s obponious or dangerous, |
then the voiwce of South or Weehly |
Mead or Beelid or The Star s also |
threatened It 15 obvious that the (Jo-

ims se does the process of gagging
<oty mde rduadly Your own political
Lide nomotier how

PLATT Jess Il may

TR AN Tt
' LR
*

Total censorship of the estab-
st d re ss credates a rash of inflam-
iy underground’ pamphlets

. erd oo searted But a good

o1 nome truth 18

F 1 b d

{ l w press s the lack-
v v~ ard ul .ndependent
RN [ nderground parti

PRI v owx e o flournish

(o osiire An estimated

oo eup v miaps uore than
" et beved By IE e pewspaps
ot southern Africa — are involved u
writing  printing and distributing
new<hapers that are ALL officially
e nnet

Remember them

We need to remember these hoine
s v T oon luae By something

o D sae beture 1nd wiich
T+  wovr w0 1g 0 long as | am
AT

Al 1w e pae of all colours

a1 ot politie al beliefs - need to be
i# o~ dded Lo Jullh it o ~tand on the
I g~ b greecom of speech

Fach owr oo meeds to d it for his or
hor oan <k whether that persen
bie o W' ' o bl k natronalist, a

COVETTINE O O d4r ant-government
« mporter

\nyone sno Jdoes nog nrntest at
the (nbostprergliv ot ot courty gag
niklve 1mion — whatever s
Doleml ~ must be made aware
that 1r o she e gndemoeratie 1o
deepest and correct sense Anv pub-
Te ponn thyy fais to stand up for the
(o ople ot freedom of expression —
o4t o ts rivdls — deserves
The enranent ot tor which we all
seena U stined
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PROMINENT ant:-
apartheid activists
yesterday appealed for
mnternational support m a
campaign to save

newspapers fhreatened
with closure by the
Government

“The pursut of truth 1s
being repressed,” sad
the Reverend Allan
Boesak, president of the
World Alliance of
Reformed Churches, ata
news conference held n
support of South Atrica’s
so-called ‘‘alternative
Press ™

The weekly, New
Nation, has been closed
by the Government for
12 weeks, and at least
seven other publications
have been threatened
with similar action for
publishing *‘sybverstve
propaganda ”

“If the alternative
Press disappears, ml-
lions of people will have
no way of making known
their feelings,”” said
Boesak

Threat

“No one 15 allowed to
say that this Government
has no nght to exist No
one 1s allowed to say that
millions of South
Afnicans would like to
have a democratic, non-
racial society,” he said
““Making the truth
known is a crime

The directors of South,
a Cape Town community
newspaper under threat
of closure, defended their
commitment to publish-
ing “‘basic truths™ which

might anger the Govern-
ment

Thev said South had a
duty to convey black

opposition to the
Government

In a letter to the
Minister of Home
Affairs, Mr Stoffel
Botha, who oversees the
censorship regulations,
the directors said *°It
reporting these truths is
offending you, then
surely the problem hes
not with the facts but
with those who cannot
stomach the ttuth > —

- AT LI = TV




st g o afETY .

oF TRl SN LRIREYE men

By DICK USHER
Labour Reporter

THE second larges
union federation 1n South Afr-
ca 1s heading for a confronta-
tion with the Government by
defying demands for it to de-
posit its published material
with the Department of Home
Affairs

The National Council of
Trade Unions (Nactu), which
has about 500 000 members,
said yesterday it had had three
warnings about depositing 1its

. material with the department

in terms of emergency reguia-
tions

The federation publishes Iz-
wilethu, a monthly newsletter

A statement from Nactu said
1t was clear that Izwilethu was
“targetted” just as the Con-
gress of South African Trade
Unions (Cosatu), the largest
union grouping, had been tar-
getted

Cosatu, the largest union fed-
eration, was banned from *'po-
litical” activities 1n February
At the same time 17 communi-
ty organisations were restrict-
ed

REQUEST IGNORED

“The Nactu central commit-
tee has decided to 1gnore the
request from the NMimster and
has taken legal advice No
warnings over the content of
Izwilethu has been received
yet, the statement said

Calling for “all forces, all
tendencies to be united 1n the
fight”, Nactu said that South,
the Weekly Mail and New Na-

ion could not fight on their
owh

New Nation, published 1n Jo-
hannesburg by the Catholic
Bishops' Publishing Company,
has been suspended for three
months

South 1s expecting similar
action soon Weekly Mail and
the Argus company newspaper
Sowetan have had letters from
the Minister warmng that they
might be listed in the Govern-
ment Gazette

Three publications had warn-
ings 1ssued 1n the Gazette this
month They are the Cape
Town-based Grassroots, Saam-
staan which 1s published 1n
Oudtshoorn, and the End Con-
scription Campaign's Out of
Step

SECURITY THREAT

A warnmng in the Gazette
that a publication’s material
contains a threat to the securi-
ty of the public or the mainte-

nance of public order or causes '

a delay 1n the termination of

the state of emergency 1s the

second stage towards a publ-
cation being suspended or re-
quired to submit to pre-publ-
cation censorship

The first step 15 a warmng
that listing 1s being considered
and at the final stage the Min-
1ster may suspend publication
for up to three months

State strategy was nNow
clear, Nactu said It was to at-
tack the federation on different
1ISsues, SOw suspicion and mis-

trust among members and dis-

unite members by engaging
them 1n separate strategles




THE National Confdc
Trade Unions has been o ed for

the third time to deposit copies of
their publication Izwilethu,

The Nactu central committee has

decided to ignore the warnings until

they had been advised by their
lawyers.

They said the State’s stategy against
Nactu was clear.

"They aim to attack the Federation

and to sow suspicion and mistrust
among members."

The State also planned to cause
disunity in the organisation by
engaging members in different
Startegies, the committee said... - - - -

)
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REPRESENTATIVES of ninc foreign
gosvernments this weekh heard Dr Allan
Boesak appeal to the world to take decisive
action to help save alternatin e new spapers
facing closure

Spething at a press conference at St George s

Cathodril Cape Town, Boceak sard pursuing the
truth and mak.ng the truth Fnown had become a

cririe 1n Syuth Afriea
c?.r\kn/\.k

kY uuﬂ n-.__l] T 1‘“ ..-.-.‘Tn_....nl.ﬂ.._...f.. -
"... f 4 i i il 1
T ﬁ ! m.ﬂf% y 3 Al u

The Rev Lione! Louw, the Weekly Mail's Clive Cope, Mr
Vicencio, Dr Allan Boesak, Grassroots Velswa Mhblauli and the N

'Act decisively to save alternative press

— ¥ L

@EJP&L.M

i
vl.\..ﬂﬂ.%ﬂﬂ 1#&..#“5&%@ ety

Boesak told diplomats from the United States,
Britain, Canada, Italy, West Germany, the
Netheriands, Australia, Austnia and Portugal that
protests at ambassadonal level were not sufhcient

to bring Preiona to ils senses

Several mdividuals and orgimisations have
undersigned the appeal to the world

Present at the conference were S A Counail on
mmoﬁ mqmmamﬂﬁ Frank van der Horst, W P Council
L

e

L

="/ (Y432

s Faneda Omar, Archbishop Stephen Naidoo, Professor Charles Vilia-
ew Nation's Gabu Tugwana at the press conference

-

of Churches' chairperson Lionel Louw, New
Nation's acting editor Gabu Tugwana, Weceklv
Mail's managing director Chive Cope, SOUTH s
editor Rashid Seria, Grassroots’ staffer Veliswa
Mhlaul, and Out of Steps publicity secretar)
David Green.

Archbishep Stephen Nadoo said "YWe need to
enter ity a dubate abeut our country as equil
partners "
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threats faced by other
ke SOUTH Weekly
G rassronis there Is still

jupwana, New
edltar

just an jsolated actlon
attack on our

speak ond Lo be heard
wapnd the closure

conference this week

WE cordemn in the very
strongest terms the high
handed and arrogant achon
agamst Lhe aliernative me
dia

It 15 a tegahsed act of
violence which we entirely
roject is a blatnd interfer
ence. and suppression of
the night of freedom of the
press

It 15 not only an atiack
on the aliermative media
hut 1 part of a major on
slaught being perpetrated
against the democratic
movement 1n  South
Alnca

It 1s part of the whole

Srate of Emergency on
slwght aganst the demo
cratw struggle

Lional Louw, WPCC ch

South tructeo

Apm on

threc months

Natlon's

grgans, OUr
mouthpicces, our volcez, our righl to

newspapers does nol end there T1hose

Silence tanta

WITH a mere siroke of the pen and the
publication of several words n 2
povernment molice the Mimster of
Home Affairs might withm hours ban
cur paper for three months SOUTH
editor Rashid Sena said this w ek
Speaking at 8 press conference 1O
launch an mtemnational appeal 1o save the
+ltcrnative press Sena sud
Monday we submitted o the
wMimister § office representaions o why
our paper should not be shut down for

We believe our Jrgal team has
molvated a strong case bul we have very
litle faith wn our representalions
succecdimg We beheve our paper will
be shut — and thercafier, quick

LalkIng

Threats not an icolated action

WHIL ¥ one can report enLOuUraging
sulidarity from 1he International
community following Uhe suspension
4 the New ™ation and <imllar

who saw the newspapirs scraving the
black tnasses In Transsaal in the Lasd
two weeks would ppndirstand whal [ m
ahouwt Lhey touk the

pewspapcrs  achlevements of Lhe black press Lin

Mall and

scting

years hack hy writing aboul mull and
a lot to be tokoloshe sturles
done at home, mecurding io Gabu censarship alms to achieve

Having said all this Perhaps we

lhat's whal Lhis

hould supgest what people can de Lo

vy showld be understood that the  save their
thrLats agalnst newspapers is mot

It is an

newspapers Juurnalist

colleapues should raise the lssue of
the suspension and overall effect of
this activn al their wark places, trade
uniuns, church people, or panisatluns

and people in peneral should U thelr

of these

From what we sec
around us gnd from what
15 happening all over ouf
country 1t 15 quite clear
that the millions of South
Afrira« masses are sick
anil pred of thas oppressive
regqume ond they have he
gun lo parlirapsic 1n 1
democratic mowement 10
bring about change

The alternative media
has atiempted n some
small way Lo tell the world
what 15 happemng n our
counlry

This news mu-i now be
cuppressed  The wortld
must not know what 15
happ.ning m our land
One area 1 Soulh Afnca
must not know what 15

SOUTH edtor Rashid Sena addrassing the press
conflerence Sealed alongside from left ara the Rav
airparson  Ghve Caope
Weekly Mall and Protessor Charles Villa Vicencio

explmialion

At about

{orcign medi

feclings ¥nown Lo Hume Aflalrs
minister Stoffel Botha

Truth must
e heard

The democratic movement and all peace ow
ralty 1n support of the alternative media to ena
Mr Abduliah Omar This is the full text of s speec

ng people throughoul the world should
ble the voice of truth to be heard, said
h, read on his behait at a préss

heppeming 10 another The
tegume 135 alicmpting Lo
impusce 8 blanhet of siluncd
over every single tovwnshup

and cvery single activ ity of
our people

The workd must know
that even though the pross
may be silenced and sup
orcssed  the democric
strugele 1 South Alnca
will go on

Without the eye of an
mdepndenl press and me
dia generally, the secunty
forces in South Africa will
be tolally unrestramed
The price we will pay will
be so much the jupher

Peace-toving

I1 1s imperative that the
whole democralic NNy €
ment and ndeed all free
domn and peace lovIng
peaple throughout the
world should rally n sup
port of our media so @5 (0
enable the vowce of rruth to
be heard — not only m
every parl of this land bul
afl over the world

Reprotiahly the ofbicnl
media and the commerenl
media will not Tullil this
role

To the oppressed people
and demooratic [upves 10
this country we say ihe
onus rests on you bo doehiv
er the apartheid regunc
wte Ui dusthins of history
and o bring about & free
and non racinl  South
Africa This will be the
only guarantce for a free
press 1n Soulh Alnca

mount
to acceptance

had the courage and souinh of nvchion Lo
speak out aganst apartheid mjuslice and

Just as Hiler mampulated the media
to cover up the hormlic detuls of the
holocaust so toa the gov ernment 1n Uis
country 15 SUppIessing news o hide the
evils of apartheid and brutal repression

Hence we found a siuatien in Nari
Germany where the Rew Spapers indd
a were sware of the horots
of the holocaust but did nol truthlully

mform the world because of threats

[n Scuth Afnca today we find a
situation where the m yustrcam {oreign
and local media are beng yntirmdated by
closure of papers and the withholding of
work permuts

cuccession action wiil be taken agamst
Cirssroots Saamstian Qut of Step ——
all of which have rTeecis ed formal
W aITUngS

We would bke to believe differently
_ hut the Tact 15 that the axe 15 out — 11
[l Lhe axe has been out since August
a3 1987 when thc most TeCCnl Press
curbs were promulgated

Our concern s now for all the other
newspapers in this country which have

If we compromise e tnith wn favour
of survival hislory may pass the simc
dreadful judgment on us as o did on the
media in Nan Germany

"The closure of any paper of any
attempt 1o snhfle the free flow of
mlonmabien affects each and cyery one
of us

If we reman sdent our sil il
be taptamount 1o acceptance eria
sad

-
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dded funding
found for South

Staff Reporter

ADDITIONAL funding has been found for the “gl-
ternative” community newspaper South, following a

“We had been expecting a loss of R450 90Q during
our first year on the Streets, hut lost only R310 000,
said Mr Seria

Home Affairs, Mr Stoffe] Botha
Mr Botha had ti]} Spm yesterday to announce
whether the Publication would appear on the
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council pr%’g
complaints ~/c

CAPE TOWN — The
South African Media

Council 1s 1nvestigating
rpumerous complaints’
against a dSunday hews-
paper, Rapport, follow-
ing the publishing of
pictures on the front
page of a man blown
apart 1n a bomb explos-
10n 1n Pretoria

The conctliatorregis-
trar of the ecouncil, Mr
Bob Steyn, said his of-
flces had received nu-
merous calls since Mon-
day He said 14 formal
complaints were on re-
cord

He had sent a telex to
the editor of Rapport,
Mr Bob van Walsem, and
was awalting areply

“It 1s the opinmon of
council that Rapport
had trangressed Article
i 713 of the council’s
code of conduct which
states that due care and
responsibility shall be
exercised by the media
with regard to the pres-

entation of brutality, vi-
olence and atrocities,”
AMr Steyn sawd

Mr Steyn said Mr Van
Walsem had seven days
to respond to the com-
plaints

Asked whether he
could respond in his
own paper or whether 1t
should be done 1n writ-
ing to the council, Mr
Steyn said his council
had received formal
complaints He had for-
mally contacted Mr Van
Walsem and the council

expected to receiwve a
formal written reply

Rapport could re-
spond 1n 1its own paper
as well as 1n a formal
written reply

If the response did not
satisfy the com-
plainants, the council
would start a formal 1n-
vestigation

Mr Van Walsem could
not be immediately con-
tacted for comment —
Sapa
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The Minister of Home
Affairs gazettes a ‘warning’
against Weekly Mail and
prompts a public OUICry ...

thy PAMI R FOH A CMHANGNG %

OUR enemies consider us ‘
one of the country’'s nois- |

ier newspapers. S0 do our |

friends.
For three years we’'ve failed to
keep our mouths shut Despite

various requests |
This week the Mimster of Home
Affawrs, Stoffel Botha, warned us,
in a special edition of the Govern-
ment Gazette, that our wailing |

threatens public safety. H

We deny the charge Our news-

paper kicks at COnNSCIENCES and |

tears down barriers It does not

-

throw bombs. }

TAMBI
The sm)t of

rrrrrrrrr

In recent months, the munistcr
has suspended one newspaper and
lined up six more before the guil-
lotine He closed the first paper,
New Nation, with minimal public
outcry.

The process of closing newspa-
pers 1s SO lengthy, so torfuous, SO
little-understood, that public inter-
est dies long before the chmax of
the wearying process of death by a
thousand pin-pricks.

Which is why we appeal to our
readers

DON'T LET US GO QUIETLY!

Carry on reading us Carry on
subscribing Make a fuss

iy Yl o =N




Wr -r—rw o
A ’ F -t }hhﬂ -
oy = Ty

T et 2RI,

DR Allan Boesak, right, joined Cape Town newspaper
South’s editor Rashid Sena, left, and the head of the
South press trust, Prof Charles Villa-Vicencio, at a press
conference this week to call for foreign pressure against
the banning of New Nation and possible action against
South and other newspapers.

Boesak, a trustee of South, told representatives of nine
foreign governments protests at ambassadorial Jevel were
not enough "to bring Pretoria to its senses”. Home Affairs :
Minister Stoffel Botha this week acknowledged receipt of
South’s representations against Imminent suspension.

Meanwhile, the End Conscription Campaign last Friday

became the tirst political organisation to be hit by the me-
dia restrnictions. Botha gazetted a warning against the
Cape Town ECC publication Out of Step last Friday, along
with similar warnings agamnst Cape community newspa-

pers Grassrools and Saamstaan.
~ e e — e L N R
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Decision %o
ban South
is deferred

CAPE TOWN — South,
the Cape Town-based com-
munity newspaper, was
told this week week that
the deadline to consider
whether or not it should be
banned had been extended.
Lawyers representing
the paper received a letter
from the Minister of Home
Affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha,
advising that the paper
had a further 14 days to
make additional represen-
tations, the owners of the
paper said in a statem
today. b,
The new deadline is
May 4. After this date, the
Minister can summarily
shut the paper down for
three months or appoint a
censor. — Sapa. S¥7 4 {yl»’
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In a publishing coup
this week Thomson
Publications acquired
control of the SA
Black Taxi Associa-
tion’s official menthly
journal Drive On

The acqusition will
give the Thomson’s sta-
ble one of the highest
circulation trade publi-
cations 1n the country
and marketing access to

45 000 Sabta members

According to a spokes-
man for Thomson Publica-
tions, there were 100000
black taxis operating 1n
South Africa at present
and an indication of the
‘““‘massive spending and
consumer power” of the

CHRIS MOERDYK

sector was that Sabta
members alone bought
800 mullion litres of petrol
each year and spent al-
most Rl billion on motor
spares

The spokesman added
“This new agreement will
allow Sabta to use the pro-
fessional skills of Thom-
son’s to communicate with
thewrr members on a range
of 1ssues

“Drwe On will also pro-
vide all sectors of the busi-
ness commumty with an
outstanding opportunity to
market their products and
services to black consum-
ers 1n the A and B 1n-
come groups ”

Black taxis in South
Africa transport more
than a million passengers
every day

The May 1ssue of Drive
On would be the first

under the Thomson ban-
ner

Inmitial circulation would
be 40000 and plans were
being developed to 1n-
crease this figure

The )ournal's exis{ing
editor Johnny Masilela re-
tains his posi.




| Rapport ‘meant ng offence’ (53

| Rapport's “kamikaze-bomber” front-page photograph was not 1p-
I tended to offend anybody, the Afrikaans Sunday newspaper said In
{11 editorial yesterday PR AR Y I | & %

| Reacung to public complaints to the Med;a Council about the
§ photograph, published on April 17, the editorial Justified the
| photograph as one of those that "say more than the proverbial
| thousand words” “Where we have offended, we g1ve the assvrance
| that 1t was not meant to offend,” 1t saiqd

ple generally veer away from the ugly face of terror Almost as if
| 1t will disappear 1f we whisper about 1t How can we know the et
1 1f we do not see its gruesome nature?”
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THE Media Workers’

~Association of South

Africa condemns in the

,strongest terms possible

the Government’s action
on Weekly Mail — one of
the more committed
newspapers serving the
public, Mwasa said in a
statement yesterday.

““We wish to assure the
Weekly Mail that Mwasa
will stand behind 1t n
whatever action it
decides to take to defend
tts rights to inform the
public on all issues
affecting 1t . . . after all,
that 1s the Weekly Mail's .
responsibility in the first
place™.

Meeting

Meanwhile, Mwasa
has decided to hold a
meeting at the Ipeleng
Community Centre n
Soweto at 7pm on May S

+Oon the government’s

onslaught on the media

The deputyv-editor of
the Soweran, Mr Joe
Thloloe, will give a paper
on the media restricuons
and what Mr Botha
hopes to achieve by
restricting the media, the
statement sard.

Iwo other speakers
will be announced early
next week.
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Bid to save ‘alterfiative’

Political Correspondent @"7

CAF%E‘TOWN — As the noose tightens around the
alternative press, the “commercial media” was given
the Government’s seal of approval last week

There has been a “marked reduction” in reporting
that could promote a revolutionary climate, especal-
ly in the “commercial media”, according (o the
Department of Home Affairs

RBut Dr Charles Villa-Vicencio, chairman of the
trustees of South, one of the alternative newspapers
under threat of closure, had a grim warmng for what
he called the “establishment press”

The world trend when governments changed had
been that the alternative press became the establish-
ment press and vice versa That process of transition
was under way 1n South Africa, he warned

He made this prophecy whtle launching a cam-
paign tp save the alternative press in South Africa,
which 1s under assault by the Government’s new
meda regulations

EXPECTS TO BE SUSPENDED

In terms of these regulations, New Natton has al-
ready been suspended for three months

South, a Cape-based newspaper, has had all the
statutory warmngs and expects to be suspended, al-

—_— - — ——
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though last week it was given a further 14 days to|
make representations j

Other publications that have recetved warnings arej
Weekly Mail, the Sowetan, Grassroots of Capef
Town., Saamstaan of Qutdshoorn and the End Con-
scription Campaign's Out of Step

Dr Allan Boesak, speaking as a trustee of South,]
said whatever action the State took against the alter-|
native press “we will do whatever 1t takes to makej
sure our people will he able to express themselves” |

POWERFUL IMPACT OVERSEAS

The newly launched campaign to protect the alter-|
native press has had hittle coverage in South Africa,
but will have a powerful impact abroad ,

There was a strong diplomatic presence at thej
launch of the campaign and the foreign media alsof
took 1t up ‘

Any closures of alternative newspapers 1s likely to}
increase the powerful effect the recent crackdown ong
18 organisations has had on stiffening the sanctionsj
campaign against South Africa

“The axe 1s out for South and the other alternativej
media,” South editor Mr Rashid Seria told a pressj
conference at the launching of an international Hands
Off The Press campatgn in Cape Town last week

“The Government is suppressing news to hide the
evils of apartheid,” Mr Seria said
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Newspaper: photo not intended 1o offend

JOHANNESBURG
Rapport’s “kamakazi-
bomber front page

photograph was not 1n-
tended to offend ans
body the Afrikaans Sun-
dav newspaper said In
1ts editorial

Reacting to public
complaints to the Media

Counci! about the photo
graph published last
Sunday the editorial
justfied the photograph
da~ one of those that ' ~ayv

more than the prover-

bial thousand words

‘Where we have of-
fended we give the as-

surance that it w2s not

meant to offend 1t caid

It arcues the 1mage
had been necessary 10
awaken a public already
insensitive 10 the patige

of terror (’l\\;l,
People gtxn%

veer away from the ugh
face of terror Almost as

if 1t will dicappearf we
whisper about 1t How
can we hnow the act i
we do not see its grue-
~ome ngtute’

This will ensure ter-
ror does not hecome
pdart of the patiern of so
c1e'y It said — S4apa
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LONDON — Leading British newspa-
ers yesterday harshly criicised
F‘rchldcnt I* W Botha's latest consti-

! tutional reform proposals as vague

and failing 1n their attempts to dispel

the impression that he remains

bogged down by the complexities of
the SA crisis

Said the liberal Guardian 1n a

d condemnpatory.gditakial,

€D
“His package contains new elements,

but 1S not a new departure There 1S
no-provision for black representation
" Parliament or Cabinet, an omis-
sion_so large that 1t makes the pro-
posals look like outright evasion of

¥

-~ the mamn 1ssue ”

The independent Financiai Times
credited Botha's hints of black pars
ticipation in the electoral college that
chooses the State President, black
places 1n the President’s Council and
the possibility of elected regional au-

Press slams n

L
ew policies &)

l KIM IRVING

thorities for blacks hving outside the
so-called homelands, as “a coura-
geous repudiation” of those who wish
to return to old-style apartheid
“But 1t did not dispel the impres-
sion that the President remains

10882 down,by the ,epmqleglines of

r
iy
|

-

¢

lus country’s cnsis” ,
The core criticism of both newspa-
ers was the jailing of black leaders
‘Within their ranks are the rpen and
women with whom Botha needs to

« discuss the options for SA,” 5aid the

FERC)

Financial Times  *

The Guardian said the supn of the
proposals “will satisfy nelther West-
ern mawnstream opinion nor that of
the black majority, while 1t will con-
firm the deepest suspicions of the
white right”
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Tian van der Merwe

Press

Staff Reporter

THE Government had
become “, victim of i
own Propaganda,* by in-
hibiting the free flow of
mfnrmatmn, Progres-
Sive Federa] Party Mp
Mr Tian vap der Merwe
said at g "Muzzled Me-

Was speaking i Clare-
mont at g meeting of the
Young Prﬂgresswes,
called to protegt agarmst
media restrictions, the
three-month closure of
New Nation and the
threatened closure of
other Newspapers

Cabinet decisions
were being made on the
basis of limited Informa-
tion, “where the State
President chooses to get
his Information from,
and interpreted by the
Security foreces”

CONVENIENT

Criticism of the Goy-
€rnment wag tolerated
“only as far a8 1t 18 polit-
cally Convenient” for
the Nationg] Party

The Government

to counter this criticism,
Mr van der Merwe sard

Informatiop
"INHIBITING"

The regulations paq
been “effective and tre-
mendously Inhibiting”
but more SO to the eg.

tabllshment than the ).
ternative Presg

N8 reporis Knowing that
évery effort would be
made to publish them
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Papery/
‘causing
threat

to public
safety’

The Argus
Correspondent
PRETQORIA ~ The
Weekly Mail has entered

the third stage of Gov-
ernment censorship pro-
cedures with a formal,
gazetted warming that 1t
1s “causing a threat to
public safety”

The warning — the
third to be 1ssued to var-

weeks — was made in a
Government Gazette
published 1in Pretoria
yesterday and signed by
the Minister of Home

tha

Mr Botha, the sole ar-
biter of whether a publ-
cation has confravened
the August 1987 Press
curbs, warned the pub-
lishers of the Weekly
Mail that i1ts contents
and the way 1n which
they are published ‘“in
my opinion {cause) a
threat to the safety of
the public or to the
malntenance of public
order or (cause) a delay
1n the termination of the
state of emergency”

Without warning

If, in terms of the me-
- di1a curbs, Mr Botha ob-
jects to further issues of
the Weekly Mail 1t may
be closed down for three
months at a time, or
censored before publica-
tion without further
warning

The warning to the
Weekly Mail differs
from others 1ssued to a
total of seven publica-
tions since the curbs
were drawn up 1n that it
was accompanied by a
teiex from the Mmuster
inviting the Weekly Mail
to discuss the matter un-
der certain conditions

These include no dis-
cussion of the case 1In-
volving the publication
New Nation now before
the Appellate Division of

the Supreme Court, in
which the paper chal-

lenges the Minister’s

right to warn, close or ,

Censor, newspapers

L e L T L I L. I T.I_mm kG-, S e g
e oy S P e
red - . AP Sl L
O - . o K]
. [ ]

10us publications m two |

Affairs, Mr Stoffel Bo- |

[}

“Astounded”

Mr Anton Harber, ed:-
tor of the Weekly Mail,
said he 1s “astounded”
that the Mimster issued
the warmng “before giv-
mg us the kind of infor-
mation we need to deal
with his objections” to
the content of the paper

The Weekly Mail re-
cewved a list of the Min-
ister’s objections to arti-
cles and photographs —
the first step 1n the cen-
sorship process — 1 De-
cember last year

It replhied with a 1’60-
page “representation” as
was 1ts right mn terms of
the curbs, and “heard
nothing more,” Harber

said

On March 21 the |
newspaper received a
second letter from the |

Minister, inviting fur-
ther representations,

particularly on the “cu-
mulative effect” of arti-
cles or portions of artl-
cles carried in the

paper

It again repled, this

time with a 10-page let-
ter In all correspon-
dence with the Mimster

the Weekly Matl has
asked for a meeting In
order to “understand his

objections”

® The Weekly Mail
plans to publish on Fr1-

day
W
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and other newspaper
feditors 1 influential
_"-lclrcles“
of Last December Mr
Botha sent the news-
o paper a letter warnng it
\4 about the material 1t
published The news-
paper responded to the
letter, asking for
clarification on the
accusations, but recewved
no reply from the
Minister

Mr Manown said the
Minister had moved a
step further now “by
publishing the notice 1n
the Government Ga-
zette’

He said *“We have
now reached the end of
the warning process The
next step 15 suspension,
which he can do any
time ”’

Rules

Mr harber said the
newspaper would con-
tinue writing stories as it
had done 1n the past

“As far as we are
concerned, we have
broken no rules because
if we had done so, the
Government would have
prosecuted us,” he said

The regulations
empower the Minuster to
suspend any publication
for up to three months at
a time

Last month, Mr Botha
suspended the New
Nation for three months

The New Nation 1s a

weekly newspaper owned
by the Catholic Church
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CAPE TOWN The
Government had become
a victim of 1ts own prop-
aganda, by inhibiting the
free flow of information,
Progressive Federal

Party MP Mr Tian van
der Merwe said at a

“muzzled media” meet-
ing :n Claremont, Cape

| Town, yesterday

The meeting, called by
the Young Progressives,

_was 1n protest against

I rﬂeﬂlau restrictipns;. ,the

reg month LE:IHSIH‘& of

F*_.fiﬂl '-'— .

Neu Nation and the
threatened closure of
other newspapers

Cabinet decisions were
being made on the basis
of limited nformation,
“where the State Presi-
dent chooses to get his n-
formation from, and 1n-
terpreted by the security
forces,, Mr van der
Merwe said

Criticism of the Gov-
ernment was tolerated
“only as far as 1t 1s pol-
tically convenient” for
the National Party

E%ihe (overnment want-

ed people overseas to see
some criticism of the
State so that they would
believe there was a {ree
society The State then
used its ‘‘massive con-
trol” over the SABC to
counter this criticism, Mr
van der Merwe said

One could no longer
speak of a furctioning de-
mocracy because people
could no longer make
judgments based on prop-
er information — Sapa



Govt cracks down on the Weekly Mail

HOME Affairs Minister Stoffel Botha
1ssued a gazetted vvarning to the Weekly

Mail newspaper yesterday in terms of
the media regulations

At the same time Botha sent the edit-
ors a telex offering to meet them

The Weekly Malil 1s the seventh publi-
cation to recerve a gazetted warning, the
penultimate step to a three-month ban

[ ROGER smITH |

or vutmg by a government censoi
Co-editor Anton Harber sald they did
not understand Botha’s objections and
needed clarification to know how to deal
with the situation
He would not say at this stage whet
they would meet Botha (7




By Claire Robertson,

Pretoria Bureag

The Weekly Mau entered the thirg stage of Govern-
ment censorship procedures yesterday with a formal,
gazetted warning that 1t was “causing a threat to

public safety”

The warning — the third to be 1ssued to various
publications 1n two weeks — was made 1n a Govern-
ment Gazette published in Pretoria yesterday and
signed by the Minister of Home Affairs, Mr Sioffel

Botha

Mr Botha, sole arbiter of whether a publication has
contravened the August 1987 press curbs, warned the
publishers of Weekly Mail that its contents and the
way 1n which they are published “in Imy opinion
(cause) a threat to the safety of the public or to

v

Tow-truck driver
.. shot dead
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A Johannesburg Traffic
Department tow-truck
driver, Mr John Cass (33),
was shot dead at point-
blank range in Doornfon-
tein yesterday after an
argument with a man
whose wife's ‘car was
being towed away

Mr Cass of Eldorade
Park died when he was
shot 1n the temple 1n
Pearse Street at 715 am

A man was arrested
soon afterwards and was
€Xpected to appear in
court soon on a murder
charge, said police
spokesman Lieutenant
Pierre Louw

Detectives have sejzed
a 6,35 mm pistol

Johannesburg’s Traffic
and Security Director,

Mr John Pearce, said he
was horrified hv tha L1
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Mr John Cass shot

dead in Doornfontein yes-
terday

Pearse Street to tow
away an abandoned car
which was apparently
hindering work being
done on the road by the
municipalhty

Residents and workers
In the area said the veh-
cle, which had been
parked at the spot for
some time, did not have

-

the maintenance of public order or (cause) a delay 1n
the termination of the state of emergency"

In terms of the media curbs, 1f Mr Botha objects to
further issues of Weekly Mai, 1t may be closed
down for three months at 3 time or censored before
publication without further warnmng

Weekly Mail’s warmng differs from others 1vsyed
to seven publications since the curbs were drawn up
In that it was accompanied by a telex from the Mins-
ter 1nviting the newspaper to discuss the matter
under certain conditions

These included no discussion of the New Nation
case before the Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court, 1n which the newspaper challenges the Minis-
ter's right to warn, close or censor newspapers

Mr Anton Harber, editor of Weekly Mail, said he
was “astounded that the Minister (1ssued the warning)
before giving us the kind of information we need ty
deal with his objections” to the paper’s content

Weekly Muail received 2 List of the Minister's ob-
Jections to articles and photographs — the firu step
In the censorship process — 1n December last year

It replied with a 160-page “representation” as was
1ts right 1n terms of the curbs, and “heard nothing
more”, Mr Harber said

On March 21, the newspaper received a second
letter from the Mimster Inviting further represen-
tations, particularly on the “cumulatve effect” of ar-
ticles or portions of articles carried in the paper

WARNING OF INTERNATIONAL QUTCRY

It again replied, this time with a 10-page let-
ter In all correspondence with the Mimster, W eekliy
Maal has asked for a meeting 1n order to “understand
his objections”,

“We see no rational way we can deal with the
Minister’s objections He has moved to a gazetted
wdrmng without giving us reasons,” sajd Mr Harber

He predicted an “mternational and local outery” at
the formal warning, similar to that which greeted the
lirst action against the paper in December 1987

At that time, Weekly Mai recieved telegrams
of support from publications such as the Duily Tele-
graph, The Independant, the Guardian and The
Washington Post

Yesterday’s action brought to seven the number of
publications which have reached at least this phase of
the curbs

ki

Govt is ‘still aoaingt’
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JOHANNESBURG —_—
The AMinister of Home
Atfairs Mr Stotfel Bo-
tha ‘vesterday 1ssued 4
gazetted warning
against the Weekly Mail
In terms ol the medid
regulations

At the same time he
sent the editors a teley
offering to meet them

The Weekly Mail 1s
the seventh publication
to recelve a pdietled
warning the penulil-
mate «tep to a thiee-
month ban o1 vetting tn
a government censor

A wo-editor of the
Weekly Mail Mr Iiwin
Manoim said that Mr
Botha would have a
fight on his hand~ 1t he
were to suspend the
newspapet as 1t had
wilde support trom the

m“_——_—__——m_——_—_—-p—_—______—-ﬂ
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business sector lavwers
and other 1ntluential
newspaper editors

Support for Weekls
Mall was demonstrated
it a4 meeting held two
weeks ago to which we
tvited 100 leadets 1n
soclety  including  ex-
ecutnes  frtom  major
mining hou-es  large
corpordtions and banks

A committee was et
up o save the press
and 1ndications at the
meeting showed that we
have a number of 1m-
portant allie s

(o editor Mr  Anton
Harber, said vesterday
they would do all thes
could to tight off the
banning or censorship
and persuade Mr Botha
what he was doing w i~
foolhards

Thev would be con«id-
ering all avenues 1n-
cluding tegal action but
would not sav at this
stage whethel they
would take up Mr Bo-
tha - offer to meet him

Thes Vi €re as-
founded at the vazetted
warning dJa~ thev had
made detalled represen-
tations to Mr Botha and
had not had a response
daside from the telex

They did not unde:
~tand M1 Botha's objec-
tions and needed clarifi-
(atron in order to hnow
how to deal with the
situation

[t appeared Mr Botha
wds detertmined to re-
sirict  all newspapers
critical of government

They started with the

. IO 2L

vow to fight as banning &g
looms after minister’s warning

P

hew Nation and have
moved on to ourselves —
thevy will move onto
nther newspapets '

The New Nation one
ol the «even publica-
tions to recene a ga-
cetted  warning, has
alreads been banned

‘The others are the
(ape Fown weekly
South a leftt-wing jour-
nal Woark n Progress,
the  Oudt<hoorn  com-
munits newspdper
Sdamstaan  the (ape
Town community news-
pdper GLrdssroots  and
the End Conscription
(ampaign publication
Out of Step

A numbher ot other
publications have re-
ceved written warnings
from M1 Botha — Sapa




POL are investigatl
of the emergency regu
arising out of the pu
End Conscription Campalgn.
The article was written by

officer for the Western Cape Region of the ECC, and
dealt with the ECC’s view on conscription and the
Angolan war. It was published on February 2 this

year.

Viviers declined.

The investigation 1S in terms of Section 5B (par b)
of the media regulations which relates to the mak-
ing of a “gubversive” statement.

' .
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for Weekly

JOHANNESBURG — The Minis-
ter of Home Affairs, Mr Stoffel
Botha, yesterday 1ssued a gazet-

ted warning against the Weekly
Mail 1n terms of the media regu-

sald yesterday that they would do

all they could to fight off the ban-
ning or censorship and persuade

Mr Botha what he was doing was
“foolhardy™

Nation and have moved on to our-
selves — they will go on to move
on to other newspapers as well ”

Fellow editor Mr Irwin Manoim
said Mr Botha would have “a

lations, at the same time as he

sent the editors a telex offering
to meet them

The Weekly Mail 1s the seventh

He said they would be consid-
ering all avenues, including legal

action, but would not say at this

stage whether they would take up

fight on his hands” iIf he were to
suspend the newspaper, as 1t had
wide support from the business
sector, laywers and other editors

In 1nfluential cireles “We have
now reached the end of the warn-
ing process The next step 18
suspension, which he can do at
any time,” he added - Own Cor-
respondent, Sapa

publication to receive a gazetted

warning, the penultimate step to
a three-month ban or vetting by a
government censor

Co-editor Mr Anton Harber

Mr Botha’s offer to meet him

He said it appeared Mr Botha
was determined to restrict all

newspapers critical of govern-
ment. “They started with the New

muwd ¥ W LFY

FAIEEEE?II, Mr Gavin Relly, other of permitting cross-border vioténce
ibican officials on the possible 1, , giatement last night, the Minister of Foreign
mpany in developing Mozam- Affaive - miL Dastn —orres- o
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people 1s why a govern-
&< t'] ment which has banned
— B & newspapers with a mere
— wurish of the pen should design
_: brand-new process to close
— I=spapers
We can now see why The new

gHAT PUZZLES many

vavein ensures that any public out-,

.y will fade to a whimper long be-
- & the climax of the whole tedious-
_, boring, excruciatingly drawn-out
ovess of death by a thousand pin-
I.Li’xs
Government has closed one news-
=ner, New Nation, and 1s on the
wige Of closing another, South
Jthers, including Weekly Mail, hover
~ step behind Has this prompted a
~ _bhie outery? Some, yes But not
+wy much
Internal Affairs Mimster Stoffel
Rntha has every reason to be pleased
with himself He has managed to

wicid the bludgeon without the

- bkl . .-

5 -uid cumplammg

i Ble introduced a new set of Press
vegulations remarkable for thetr bu-
ceaucrafic clumsiness The new reg-
uiations entitle the Minister to sus
nend 3 newspaper for a period of no
more than three months, and only
after a lengthy to-and-fro waltz of
wiiben “warnings’ from his depart-
ment, followed by responses from
(e newspapers, with araple oppor-

nrniy to argue their defence
___ The regulations also permutted the
-Mimister {0 1mpose a ¢ensor upon a
-« wspaper, although an editor was
cntitled to 1gnore the censor’s opin-
~1on, at his own risk The general im-
pression was of a procedure which
was slow and clumsy, perhaps, but
—not unrecasonable

" est of all, there was no talk of

ermanent banning the worst possi-
Ble penalty was the cooler, not the
h

angman

_ Near the end of last year, notices
were sent to a number of newspapers
announcing that the Munmster re-
qured a free copy of every issue
published These copies were for pe-
rusal by a faceless committee of ex-
perts, who, using criteria too secret
to divulge, would determine what

— was and what was not acceptable

Then came the warning letters,
which showed so little sign of a mind
actually engaged 1n examination of

__the contents of the objectionable
publication that they tended to pro-
— duce guffaws rather than alarm

The Sowetan, for example was

~ warned for a wire service report
which was carried by almost every

AN T e P Y e Dl = i R T

Behind government's attack on “alternative’’ newspapers lies a threat
to SA's mainstream Press: co-operate or 2ise. This is an extract from a
recent speech by IRWIN RMAMOIRE, co-Editor of the YWeekly Mati,
which this week became the seventh newspaper to have a Gazetted

warning in terms of the media regulations

RADA T L

other paper 1n the country, including
several staunch allies of govern-
ment New Nation was warned for an
article on Govan Mbeky, lifted word-
for-word from a Weekly Mall articie
to which the Mimster expressed no
objection

The Weekly Mail i turn was
warned for quoting Govan Mhek1’s
words at a Press conference broad-
cast live on SABC-TV and organised
by the Minister s own departme~’

The letters of warning nvite ihe
newspapers to make representations
in their own defence The Mintster
may accept these representations or
move on to the next step which s to
publish a notice 1n the Government
Gazette warning that he 1s consider-
ing action against the newspaper

This 1s what he has done against
the analytical journal Work in Pro-
gress, the community newspapers
Grassroots and Saamstaan and the
antl-conscription Journal Out of Step
This week he took this step aga:nst
the Weekly Mail, which has already
received two “warnmng letters’ from
him

?he Minister may then write an-

other letter to th : newspaper saving
that his warning has clearly had no
effect and that he 15 considering sus-
pending the newspaper

One publication has been suspend-
ed - New Nation a Transvaal-based
weekly owned by the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference There was no more
than a ripple of protest to greet the

et

[ STOFFEL BOTHA

frea papers

first silencing of an alternatine’

newspaper

New Nation was suspended for
1ust 10 weeks A mild enough punish-
ment 1t wolld scem There has been
no selzure of aswets, ne rdids from
the police but there 18 nothing to
prevent the Minister from renewing
that suspension the day it ends

New tation 15 fortunate its
church backers have satd they will
support 1t though the suspension But
other papers faced with suspension
for a few weeks may be less lucky
It s &4 rare newspaper which can sus-
tain 1ts staffing and rental bills 1ts
leases and 1ts other expenses with-
out a cent of income

Suspension will indeed mean death
— commercial death And the Minis-

ter will be free to protest “My hands
are clean I didnt close themn

The Minister has chosen « wark
out on the margins of the main-
stream Press where he 1s cast like-
Iy to be disturbed by angrv pressure
from white public opinion v buss-
ness leaders

He began his attacks with New
Nation, South Grassroots and Saam-
staan township papers whicl few of
the shapers of white opinion are like-
ly to have heard of let alune read
and which most, it they re. them
would almost certainly hate

Yet the repercussions affe« ted not
only the alternative’ Press Indeed,
while the current attack may appear
to be confined to the small papers it
1s 1n fact part of an attack on the
Press as a whole

The National Party has been at
war with the English Press since the
day 1t came to power

Ed
]

ki here has been a relative lull in
hostilities 1n the past 18 months, but
the Minister had other matlers to
divert hun the foreign television
crews, for one, the alternatir ¢ Press
for another

The foreign television crews have
heen blindfolded With the aiierna-

tive Press out of the way, the main-
stream Press 1s left once more with
its flanks exposed

The Minister 1s signalling to the
mainstream Press not oniy can {
silence the small papers, but 1n doing

so I can lean on you, too And thereis

- 1 1 11 - =

faces the Press

Tar—m I aial —_ - T -

more than a hint of that 1n the fact
that one of the fir:t papers to receive
a warning was th Argus< ecompany’s
own Sowelan

The Minmister scer~ 13 be a.ming
for two thungs F r~t to s leqice the
more peskv radical 1 'ess particu-
larly that Press with union and poli-
tical group ties second to extract
deals from the more moderate main-
stream

It 18 probably not mere actident
that at January s Parllamentary ses-
sion, the Minister chose to attack not
the New Nation or the Weekly Mail
but The Star and the Sunday Times,
accusing them myvsteriously of har-
bouring a new breea of advocate
journalists His attack was unexpec-
ted and couched .n tie » e lan-
guage usually reserved 107 tne alter-
native Press

génu 1t 1s hardly likely that the

Minister woild ¢ lose The Star and ‘t.

Sunday Tunes but he nas dalready
set up the machiners to aliow him to
pressure them He can xsue letters
of warming which stop short of cle-
sure, provoking alarm within &-
newspdaper but not rauch protesr
from outside

What doos 18 Moro e qepresen-
tative o F 5y il has
shown Ulth L '+ knglish
Press o4 se Wil roocont thie
Pross He tahs afr o0 - unpinig out

~yolutlonary  Jou na t v hut ac
know this s & (e

What he wait o~ oo peration

Gentlemer ra i~ hal cer
LALD 1ssuUe~ il Cte oo wd Fur
A0 indicaty vy o et C1isLer
NN oo Vv amiine o
CeTl) arha 1t Bivty cdVe tho
NMyag d2ine 1 te o N v st vear

Ehi‘ Miater Jdespite the protes-

tations that ail he snught was hal
ansed reportiing roide 't clear rhas
what worries im t n t{ac snrring
of revolution bhul acknowlie dument
of the depth of the (ri~is HA 1S 1N
The Minister 1+ not oking o

honest reporting he seeks partners
In government s grand deception

The task for us mu .« be to deny the
Minister this partrership He has
started his campaigi ot desiruction
out on the marg ns of the media, and
he 15 graduallv widening those mar
gins We must act now tv deny hir
his victery berore s too ldate fu
New Nation «nd oouth and befor:
those fmdrgins g0 W ue €nougn to
swallow i, ali

And above ail #e must not let hir
MakKe US parineis in hLis grandess
deception — that no crisis at a
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st By Claire Robertson,
o Pretoria Bureau

" Newspaper editors
around the country
have condemned as
“apsurd”’, “shocking”
and ‘“deplorable” the
warning 1ssued to the
Weekly Maal on Tues-
day in terms of Gov-
ernment censorsiup

. Mr Harvey Tyson, Edi-
) tor-in-chief of The Star,
said that the “ludi-
crous’’ accusatlion
made againsi the
Weekly Mail was a
threat to every South
African

. “Those who dreamt up
» this grotesque form of
censorship are doing

the country, and espe-

. cally white voters, a°
a major disservice”

be  Mr Tertius Myburgh, edi-
tor of the Sunday

- Times, described as
“obviously absurd” the
action taken against
newspapers with “no
explanation-offered”

Mr Aggrey Klaaste, who

1s to assume editorship

e, of the Sowetan next
ko week, said that al-
;o though the action
: against the Weekly
Mail was not unex-
pected, “it still leaves
, most people in the
* media and, 1 would
. suggest, the country
, rather shocked that an-
other newspaper 15
faced with suspension”

Mr Michael Green, edl-
tor of the Datly News,
said “It 1s hard to see

l the Weekly Maail as
any kind of threat to
public order ”

«  Mr James McMillan, ed:-
tor of the Natal Mer-
cury, said he “strongly
opposed the banning of
any paper”

ARBITRARY

He was particularly
! opposed to “‘arbitrary
action” against a paper

‘ where 1t had not been

-k

k
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gl Lhe ol uiere it sy
week, said that al-
though the action
agalnst the Weehly
Mail was not unex-
pected, “it still leaves
most people 1n the
media and, [ would
suggest, the country
rather shocked that an-
other newspaper 18
faced with suspension”

Mr Michael Green, edi-
tor of the Daily News,
said “It 15 hard to see

. the Weekly Mazl as
any kind of threat to
public order ”

Mr James McMillan, edi-
tor of the Natal Mer-

~ - cury, said he “strongly
opposed the banmng of
any paper’

ARBITRARY

He was particularly
3 opposed to “arbitrary
action” against a paper
! where 1t had not been
« proven in court that a
, i newspaper had “genu-
inely endangered the
- State”

~% Mr Mostert van Schoor,
4« editor of the Pretorna
' News, said “If his (the
* «+  Minister’s) opinion IS
. correct, then the
! paper'’s readers must

be dangerous revolu-

v, tionaries for putting up

| with 1ts news and

* views Clearly they are

. not a threat to the
State”

Mr J C Viviers, editor of

the Cape Times, said

- “The warmng to the

f Weekly Mazal follow-

mg the closure of the
New Nation 15 a de-

N pressing confirmation
of the Government’s
determination to si-
lence the so-called al-
ternative press”

Mr Khulu Sibiya, editor
of the weekend news-
paper City Press, said
the action was “‘expect-
ed, it comes as no sur-
prise at all”

Mr PW Kuhn, deputy

t editor of Beeld, said 1t

! was not his news-

paper’'s policy to com-

ment on ‘‘such mat-
ters”
| A similar “no comment”
. was made on behalf of
\ the editor of Die
| Burger
‘. Mr Ken Owen, editor of
\, Business Day, re-
Yy ferred The Star to the
y q paper's editorial head-

l.rq?‘l'l'll".ll'I'r.T"'

o
L6
s

——

lined “Witless action”
The editorial described
! as “quite bizarre” the
suggestion that the
Weekly Muil “may be

— stoking up a night of

the long knives”

@ The Star's formal com-
ment appears on Page
10
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Stoffel mum on why
Weekly Mail offends

ROGER SMITH

THE contents of the letter of warning issued to the
Weekly Mail by Home Affairs Minister Stoffel Botha 1n
December give the only indication so far of what he finds
objectionable in the newspaper.

In the gazetted warning issued this week, Botha had
only to state 1t was his opmion the Weekly Mail was
promoting or fanning revolution and preventing the end-
Ing of the emergency, without stating his grounds

But 1n the letter, published in the Wee y Mail on
December 18, Botha referred to several articles whose
contents he found objectionable

Articles which Botha said promoted revolution by
mustering support for revolutwnarly organisations in-
cluded those on. ANC president Oliver Tambo’s 70th
birthday; the release of Robben Island prisoners Govan
Mbeki and John Nkosi, and changes in the hierarchy of

the ANC’s armed wing, Umkhonto we S1zwe,
g7« In-respondingvto- Botha’s-letter “of - warning, Weekly

. out the articles cited all related to matters “extensively
and routinely reported by the entire media”,

© See Page 10
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Affairs Minister ..‘offe[

The Johannes burg-bas. ¢ %
NEWspaper 1s now 1n the [\\
penulumate stage before 3\
possible three-monh \
suspension, oy being \}\
subjected o pre- [
publication government c§\

| censorship,

The editors
Simultaneously received g
telex from Botha in which
he offered 1o meet with
them.

New Nation

Meanwhile, SOUTH,
which faces three months'’
closure or pre-publication
government censorship,
recewved a letter on Fnday
April 22, from Botha,
warmng that the paper hag
14 days to make further
I€presentations o prevent

aclion being taken againsg
1t

The Weckly Mail 15 the
sixth  publication o

Ieceive a gazetied warmng,
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IT was with deep indignation
that I took cognisance of the
one-sided report in SOUTH
(April 14-20) under the heading:
"Racism claims at Groote
Schuur™. In the report the Public
Servants' League was criticised
severely.

What bothers me is that your
reporter consulted the national
secretary on the whole matter,
but did not deem it necessary to
write about the other side of the
story.

You should bear in mind that
our organisation represents
44 000 members. I am sure
thousands of members are
regular readers of SOUTH. Our
head office has recelved several
telephone calls protesting the
line of your story. I am
convinced thousands of our
members share my views,

So far I have been very proud
of the undaunted performance of

SOUTH. You made it clear
many times, whatever the
consequences, that you will

stand by the truth in the interests
of the community you serve.

We reject the view that we are
a "sweetheart unfon” with the
contempt it deserves.

The PSL has in the past and 1S
still making a stand against
hurtful discrimination in the

L I -
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Groote Schuur racism: repor

public service. Allow me to
quote from the national
chairman's address as delivered
at an annual general meeting In
Port Elizabeth recently:

"We must help to determine a
future in the public service and
our country where everyone will
be happy and live peacefully
together. The present set-up in
the public service, as well as in
cur country, does not satisfy our
people.”

While it is our organisation's
immediate objective or priority
to improve conditions of em-
ployment and to bring about a
non-discriminatory public
service, it must be clearly
understood that we also want to
improve our political future.

Thus the Public Servants
League has quite unjustly been
given the image of belng a
"sweetheart organisation™ that
supports the Government and
apartheld. We stand for equality
in all spheres of life and,
therefore, we oppose all forms
of discrimination which is based
oh race and colour.

As a result of persistent

pressure from the PSL the
following goals were attained:

« A new employment and
utilisation policy has
materialised where equal

2 =
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opportunities on merit exists;

+« The Commission for
Administration and the Ministers
Council has complied with a
request- from the PSL that
preference be given to blacks
when it comes to appointment
and/or promotion to senior
posts. This will assist to reduce

the backlog resultant from an-

unjust employment policy;

« Parity in salaries as from
Emmnr 1, 1988; | -

-y - ~ -

Wk

PO XoX Mk,
SIR LOWRY ROAD

Hospital
» Creation of posts for those
employees who have been doing
certain types of work (drivers or
cooks), but were classified as
temporary. These people must

now be identified and appointed
into posts;

« Staff evaluation through
merit assessment also for
general assistants; and

« Immediate admittance to the
pension fund, The two-year

t 'one-sided &

waiting period has been done
away with,

The PSL is at present also
bargaining for: A maultiracial
Commission for Administration;
uniform retirement age of 60
years; an Increase im the
maximum housing subsidy;
safary increases of 20 percent
for all civil servants and general
assistants.

Some of the other negotiations
include: Extension of 100
percent housing loans and
housing subsidies to married
women officials; maternity
leave; and parnity on all levels.

You also reported that the PSL
was not recognised by workers.
I would like to know which
workers you refer to, The PSL is
a 44 000 strong organisation
and Is growing rapidly because
of what has been achleved in the
interest of our members., I wish
to invite members of the PSL to
report irregularities to us.

The statement that "worhkers
are forced to join the PSL" is
untrue. We respect the principle
of freedom of association All
our members have joined of
their own free will.

IJ DAVIDS

CHIEF LIAISON SERVICES

This letter has been shortened —
Editor . .

> T
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articles

refuse [
Political @ @

THE police h

down 45 of the 61 re-
quests it had received
since February last year
to publish articles deal-
ing with matters covered
by the emergency regu-
Iations, the Minister of
Law and Order, Mr
Adriaan Vl]ok, said yes-
terday

Replying to a question
from Mr Dawvid Dalhing
(PFP, Sandton), Mr Vlok
said permission had
been refused because
the articles or portions
of them fell within the
ambit of the provisions
of the regulations pro-
mulgated 1n terms of the
Public Safety Act.

He also told Mr Clive
Derby-Lewis (CP, indi-
rectly elected) that the
police did not ban any
organization and did not
have such authonrity

“When an organization
involves 1itself with sub-
versive activities, the ac-
tion 1s taken against
such an organization in
terms of the applicable
security legislation,” Mr
Vlok said.




gw@@p\sfs{
Gazettey

warning:
editors
no wiser

JOHANNESBURG —
The contents of the let-
ter of warmng 1ssued to
The Weekly Mail by the
Minister of Home Af-
fairs, Mr Stoffel Botha,
in December BIVE the
only indication SO far of
what he finds objection-
able in the newspaper

In the gazetted warn-
ing 1ssued this week, Mr
Rotha had to state only
that 1in his opinion The
Weekly Mail was Ppro-
moting or fanning revol-
ution and preventing the
ending of the state of
emergency, without stat-
1ing his grounds

In the December let-
ter, Mr Botha referred to
several articles he had
found objectionable

The articles included
those on ANC president
Oliver Tambo’s 70th
birthday, the release of
Robben Island pris-
oners Govan Mbeki and
John Nkosi, an Angolan
call to stop the war and
a report on the rent boy-
cott, which, according to
Mr Botha, alleged the
SADF was harassing So-
weto residents

weekly Mail editors
Anton Harber and Irwin
\Ianoim said the articles
cited all related to mat-
ters “extensively and
routinely reported by
the entire media”

In response to the ga-
zetted  warning this
week, Mr Harber said
they still didn’t under-
stand Mr Botha’s objec-
tions and had had no re-
sponse from him on
their detailed represen-
tations aside from a
telex 1nviting them to
meet him — DDC
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Weekly Mall Reporter
THE Minister of Home Affawrs’
warning to the Weekly Mail this
week has brought widespread con-
demnation and the launch of an inter-
national “Save the Press” campaign

A wide range of businessmen, edi-
tors, trade uniomists, and civil nghts
organisations — locally and interna-
tionally — have come together to
urge Minister of Home Affairs Stoffel
Botha not to restrict newspapers

“We are gearing up to fight the mun-
1ster He is not going to be able to act
against us without causing a local and
miernational outery,” the Weekly
Mail's co-editors sad

“So far the response has been ex-
traordinary — businessmen, mem-
bers of the legal profession, ambassa-
dors and editors are among those
who are working on ways to con-
vince the mumster that he shouid think
agan,” they saxd

Botha published a special gazette on
Tuesday warning the Weekly Ma:l
that 1t 18 publishing matter which, “in
my opinion, 1§ causing a threat to the
safety of the public or the mainte-
nance of pubhic order or 1s causing a
delay 1n the termanation of the State of
Emergency ™
. This tahes the newspaper a further
step down the road towards is possi-
ble suspension To date, the munister
has suspended one newspaper, the
New Nanon, and gazetted warnings

Y E————— i r————— = NV T TR L e il sl et mal LY L mommen el |
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Stotfel Botha

. warning
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against six others Weekly Mail,
South, Work in Progress, Grass-
roots, Saarnstaan and QOut of Step

The “Save the Press” campaign
grew out of a meeting of about 100
influentid] South Afncans two weehs
ago

Aspects of the campaign so far are

®&United States presidential candi-
date Paul Simon, a “regular reader of
the Weekly M”15 to rause the 1s5ue
1n the US senate He telephoned the
newspaper’s editors yeslerddy to ex-
press his concem

B A letter from the editors of Weck-
Iy Mail, New Nation and South has
been sent to hundreds of editors
around the world, drawing thewr at-
{ention to the situation

® An open letter to the State Presi-
dent, signed by writers and jounaj-
1sts around the world, was delivered
to the South Afncan embassy 1n Lon-
don this weck Signatones so far in-
clude former London Times editor
Harold Evans, playwnght Tom Stop-
pard, Lord McGregor of Durris,
chairman of the Bntish Press Coun-

o i |

o], Louts Blom Cooper QU, 1 on
of the Independent Andreas Wmt-
tam-Smith, charman of Kandom
House publishers Bob Bemnstean, and
Lord Avebury, chairman of the Brit-
inh Parbamentary Human Rights
Group

The London-based Index on Cen-
sorship group has already reccived
more than 100 signatures tor the let-
ter, which 18 the first siep 1n an ongo-
1ng international campaign to persu-
ade the minister 1o Lft the ban on
New Nanon, and to tahe no turther

steps against the alternative or main-
sticam press”

@ The Progressive Federal Party 18
to raise the 1ssue 1n parhiament 1
Cape Town

& Editors of major local newspa-
pers and lcading businesSsmen dre

meeltng 1n separdte groups to decide
what detion to take

There was swaft reaction this week
to the fatest warming to Weed /v Mail

@ Addressing a pubhic mecting on
Wednesday, former SA ambassador
to London, Denis Worrall, lambasted
the govermment for attacking the
press, accusing 1t of “immatunty”
and pohticdl myopia

Refernng specifically to Week:,
Mail's warming, he saxd “South Af-
nca needs as much information o
possible South Afncans are maturs
enough 10 determine therr future v

the basis of facts and a fice flow ¢ f
informdation ™

@1In an editonal, the Srar sad
“Today it 15 the ‘alternative’ media,
tomorrow 1t could well be others
What 15 at stake 15 not just an abstract
concept called freedom of the press,
but the very nght of all South Afn-

{cans to know what 15 going on 1n

thewr country”

©Newspaper editors around the
country condemned the warning

€& Messages of support were re-

ceived from media organisations
around the world, such as the World
Press Freedom Comumittee and the
Comruttee for the Protection of Jour-
nalists, from South African business-
men and from editors around the

world

M




Court hears claillr)n
o pl
of collusion by,

‘publisher, paper

against Forman

Daily Dispatch
Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG — A
draft article and inter-
nal memo from The Star
revealed the newspaper
and Caxton bout busi-
nesswoman Miss Reeva
Forman, the Rand Su-
preme Court heard yes-
terday

This submission was
made by Mr M Kuper
SC, acting for Miss For-
man 1n a damages suit
for more than R3 mil-
l1on

Mr Kuper said the col-
lusion tried to make the
information common
knowledge and avord a
court mterdict

The damages claim 18
against Caxton; Style
edifor, Miss Marilyn
Hattyingh, the author
Miss Lin Sampson, CTP
Web Printers, Central
News Agency and Nat-
1onal News Distributors

It arises out of an artl-
cle published 1n the July
1985 1ssue of Style, criti-
cal of Miss Forman’s
business methods

During his opening
address Mr Kuper said
at the time of the origin
of the Star memo and
draft article, Miss For-
man behieved there to

{ be a consplracy or set-

up between Caxton and
newspapers

j I

‘5

The memo and draft
suggested, Mr Kuper
said, that the Style law-

yvers sought republica-

tion by the Star of ma-
terial which would make
it common knowledge
and render the court 1n-
effective

The publication of the
article had been pre-
ceded by a long inter-
view with Miss Forman

Mr Kuper said, “that
never once, either at the
interview or thereattier,
were the complaints, or
charges, or criticisms
that appeared in the ar-
ticle put to (Forman) in
order to see whether
they were well-founded
or whether (she) had
any answer or explana-
tion

The suit 15 being
brought by Miss For-
man’s two companies,
Reeva Forman (Pty) Ltd
and Reeva Success Dy-
namics (Pty) Ltd

Caxton and the other
defendants are opposIng
the claim on the grounds
of justification and pub-
lic interest, They submit
any damages suffered
were made through un-
lawful business prac-
tices

The case continues
before Mr Justice Curle-
wis today

—————
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The Weekly Ma today
published a strong front-
Page appeal to its read-
ers to continue protesting
; agamnst the Government’s
protracted attempts tgo

shut 1t down %\; h)

A special edition of the
Government Gazette
thi1s week warned the
paper that its activities
could lead 1t to be closed

for three months, or re-
quired to submit all in-

formation for pre-publi-
cation censorship qé;
The appeal, domimateq”]

by the headline “Save the
Wail”, read S+~

“Our enemies consider

{ uUs one of the country’s

noisier newspapers So do

our friends Q|44 6%

“For three years we've
farled to keep our mouths
shut Despite various re-
quests

“This week the Mims-
ter of Home Affairs
warned us that our
wailing threatened public
safety ”

But, the appeal read, |
the newspaper denled the
charge

The process of closing
nNewspapers was so
lengthy, so tortuous, so
little-understood that
public interest died long
before the climax of the
wearying process of
death by a thousand pin-
pricks

“Which 1s why we ap-
peal to our readers Don't
' let us go quietly”, 1t said

“Carry on reading us
Carry on subse¢ribing
Make a fuss

“"Wail dammat "
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By Bruce Anderson and
Velanie Gosling

L e1s acung for Style magazine had sought and
ured the re-publication in The Star of aspects of
HNegedly defamatory article published by the
+i7ine a2 Rand Supreme Court judge was told yes-

1y

‘he assertion was made by Mr Michael Kuper SC,
. ng tor the plantiffs mm a case in which two
.11~ Reeva Forman's companies are claiming
'+ than R3 million for an alleged defamation aris-

irom an article published by Style 1n 1985

‘11 Kuper produced what he said was an internal
morandum of The Star newspaper and told Mr
icee D7 Curlewis that the anonymous document

e re-pu

had been found attached to an article written by Ms
Anne Quayle, a journalist on that newspaper

interdict proceedings 1n
resulted 1n the July 1980
being distributed wi
man entitled “Ques
to be so successful?
promotion {and a couple o

The re-publication of aspects of the Style article 1n

thout t
tion How did Reeva Forman get

Answer She believes in God, self-
f other little things) ™

ANONYMOUS DOCUMENT

He said The Star article had been published during
1985 which had eventually

1ssue of Style magazine
he article about Miss For-

The Star “was sought by Style n order to avold

the granting of
Mr Kuper
Style article 1

had raise

the interdict’”, Mr Kuper said
d the re-publication of the

n The Star and The Sunday Times,

1 after an explanation of

|.|.|._.|I|.|I..IIII‘.-.I“_I

+

the financial links be-
tween the two news-
papers and the defen-
dants

The plaimntiffs 1n the
case are Reeva Forman
(Pty) Ltd and Reeva Suc-
cess Dynamics

The s1x defendants are
Caxton Ltd, publisher of
the magazine, Ms Mari-
lyn Hattingh, editor of
Style, Ms Lin Sampson,
the journalist who wrote
the article, CTP Web
Printers, Central News
Agency, and National
News Distributors
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whose two companies are claiming more than R3 million for allege
defamation, and Miss Marilyn Hattingh, editor of Style magazine, outside court yesterda




Mr John Dlavuso, the for-
mer ANC member now a
member of the Transvaal
provincial executive
committee, failed to at-
tend a top level seminar
in Johannesburg yester-
day focusing on popula-
tion growth that he was
to have addressed

The other speakers
were the former Broe-
derbond head and vice-
' 1 rector of RAU, Professor
i| JP de Lange and Mr
« | Christo Nel Mrs Mara-
‘lgaret Lessing of the
1

Women's Bureau was to
have spoken but did not
because she was 111,

g The organisers, the
| Council for Population
* | Development, were un-
able to explam Mr hMavu-
so’s absence They said he
had contacted them 1n
the mornming to say he
would be late,

His speech was read by
Professor Pieter Haas-
broek, a member of the
Council, who chaired the
seminar It was attended
by about 150 people from

Africans see time
differently,

o e 2

|seminar a

Y SV

sentee

womens  Oorganisations,
enginering concerns and
the business commumty

Mr Mavuso said in s
prepared speech that
time was viewed in a {o-
tally different way by the
African tradition

A person experienced
time partly in his own
life, and partly through
the saciety which
stretched back many
generations before his
own birth

Time was thus seen as
a two-dimensional phe-
nomenon, with a Jong
past, a present and vir-

tually no future Actual
time was that which was
present as well as which
was past, so that this con-
cept stretched ‘“back-
ward”  rather  than
“forward”

In contrast to western
or technological societies
where time was a valu-
ahle commeodity to be uts-
lised, sold and bought, 1n
African traditional life
time was created by a se-
quence of historical
events

Pohce cef A
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Commissioner of the
SWA Police, Lieutenant-
General Dolf Gouws, has
warned newspapers that
action will be taken
against those that dis-
seminate lies about the
police

In a statement pub-
lished yesterday General
Gouws referred to a re-
port in the latest 1ssue of
The Namibian news-
paper

The report quoted an
Qvambo official as say-
ing security forces had
abducted about 30 school-
children from northern
Namibia and dropped
them in Angola fur
“propaganda purposes”

The editor of the Na-
nibian, Miss Gwen Lis-
ter, and a senior reporter,
Mr Mark Verbaan, have
been called to give evi-
dence before a military
board of inguiry to be
convened in Windhoek 1n
terms of the military dis-
ciplinary code

The hearing has been
set down for May 20 and
15 to be held at a military
base - Sapa
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ADELE BALETA and SAPA

Vit r ond has
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« | problom
P remalns
corrmniidted ko the sedreh
olutuoen which allows
e o gy of freedom
't b within the pa-
Cro v sting legls-
Conen oad ot due regard
Cf oA nhing riroum
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(iihson ~aid A statutory
¢counct! medns uitimate
Covernment control ot the
pross o mote and no gess
We frust that Mr Stottel
RBoth 1 will vet "urn awad
trom o toolbardy opedon
that will be doubly damag-
g

Ahtoad t will place
another purhaps a final
natl tn the  otfin ot South
Aftica s reputdtion dimnong
those who argie Sav whal
viou fihe about Soutit At
¢ a4 10 doe~ at least have a
vigorous press which does
not npw‘an* under govern-

ment licenee

At home o statutory
¢ ound il Ly HIE TO dppls
the ~eoret and whimsicdl
nortms of Vr Botha s de-
pattinent - wihl have U
pres~ hy the throat Fhe
throtiing process weli fall
the Caovernment and suhju-
Pt Lt Wspapels 16 b
“I hit (v w il also teed
naty mal 1gnotancy  despatt
and tersion

e Argus company had
recesved the news with
despondencs and
alarmy managing direc-
tor of The company s news-
paper division Mr Peter

Zapers will run risk ot closure

'he Reg raton of Newspapers Amendment Act 1S
hreatened by Home Affairs Mimster
nowspepe s WL be forced to create
R TIE afi ¢a 13 (L0 wnm’wd control body or
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Ly snesbiirg miedid 1aw-

ates a~hed not to he named was react-

o Lonts G dissatistac tion with the
et qne s wish to have intensive

A h e Newspaper Press Umon on the

1 ment this week that he would
o the amending Act into being

ill

1
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" Ameodment Act

real Lulued 101982 was held

by

nronent into effeet at -y

Hln fooy ”';”;}”]’ { i, -

cwsgaper which dogs not
LLETOSES T DKl re-
‘¢t mas have s -

o b oup the vmending (Act) lies n the
it b newspapers must sub-

T R i - — ol - b

1

Claire Rehertson

T '

Pretoria Bureaw

.

jed t themselyes for disciplinary purposes

The amerdment to the Publications Act which
the “inister threatens to bring nto force provides
that the body which will disciphine newspapers wili
be an independent and voluntary body {none of whose
members <hall be appointed by the (rovernment) striy-
Ing for the attainment and maintenance of the highest
possible standards by persons disseminating news

“The difficulty with the definition ts that it goes on
to stipulate that this hody must tulfill a further con-

dition — namels that 1t
ter

iv recognised hy the Minis-

The Muster will be i a position, i this amende-
ment ¢omes ihto force t reject any hody with which
he 1~ not <atistied eithey hecause 1t 18 not comr ried

(1 acceptahle members or be ayse 1t dio

not s ¢ foe

Lo plian 1fsell 10 an approprlate dashion
[t 1n reaction fo this the newspaper community

refuses to put torward a voluntars hody

then the

amendment will result 1n thermn all losing their hi-

Cefices

Vi lLean sand
~t et vomitol on the

press ioounnecessary It
imple mented  the move
will be seen oserseds 1N d
mehlv untivourable hgnt
rud turthe rocomplic ale re-

| ;tions with our trading
patners and triend 1n the

Western world

We belteve that the
Ve C ounctl has done an
Jdmirable yob Its aim 1~ Lo
bt ate the tree flow of
news i the spertton of
{ responsible press rather
thin to 44t as 4 CENSsoOr
Wb b whot the Govern-
ooty apts 1 tode

allinlive  -pypys, ——

———
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ABU Tugwa-
na, acting

cditor of i
Yot Nz SUIVU S o

HeWSTocIN where jour-
ndlists woth 1o pro-

duce a2 paper that oniy
they will read

Lhis scenie hias
Plaved ol 5 1t
Muareh 220 when the
South Atricdn Lovern-
ment gapped he™anu-
apartherd paphr *“_;rh a
rencwablc three-month
ban

“We sull produce a
mock paper for our statf
and stockptile stones tor
June 10 when we finally
hit the street,”” Mr Tu-
gwana added

Mr Tugwana remains
defrtant although the
paper’s editor, Mr Zwela-
khe Sisulu, 15 1n detention
and the publication ban
¢ould be extended for
further three-month
periods until the New
Natron’s Roman Catholic
Church backers can no
Jonger subsidise it

“We will not stop
fighting, we will not stop
protesting against Preto-
na’s unjust practices The
closure of the paper
would not be the first
attack on basic dermo-
cratic freedoms — nor
would 1t be the last,” Mr
Tugwana said

Meanwhile bored re-
porters hstlessly run up
huge phone bills to fiil
the -time 1n their down-
town offices and wonder
about their future,

The newsrooms of
every outspoken anti-
Government newspaper
in South Africamaysoon
look hke this as the Gov-
ernment presses home its
attack on the non-com-
mercial “alternative
Press” using tough emer-
gency regulations an-
nounced last August

The Government has
already 1ssued warnings
to the Weekly Mail to
South, a Cape Town-
based weekly, to the So-
wetan and si1x other
publications

According to Mr Tu-

Breen
Sally

gwana, the Government
15 using three-monih
bans to disguise the factit
1s shutting the news-
papers down for ever
*But that 1s what they
mean tq do,” he said
The New Nation used
to sell about 60000
copies a8 week and had a
much wider readership.
~«Mr Tugwana said he
+had received thousands
of letters from concerned
reacders and had scores of
sympathetic visitors
Last Thursday two
members of West Ger-
many's Greens Party
dropped 1n for a 45-min-
ute meening with Mr Tu-
gwana, after which they
praised the paper as the

¢lon, RMr Gabu Tugwana . . . we will not stop fighting agalnst
Pretorla’s unjust practices

true voice of voleless
blacks

What s it about the
New Nation that irrstates
the South Afncan Gov-
ernment?

*1 guess it must be s
stand against aparst-
head,” saxd Greens mem-
ber of parhament Wilh
Hoss

Pretona has praised
“the commercial Press™
saymng there has been a
reducion wm reporting
that could promote a re-
volutionary climate, one
of the grounds on which
the Government can
close a newspaper under
the emergency regula-
tions

But Professor Charles
Villa-Vicencio, chair-
man of the Trustees of
South newspaper, said
the commercial Press
could be next 1n line after
the Government is fimsh-

¢d with the alternauve
Press

Last Tuesday, the
Mimister of Home
Affairs, Mr Stoffel
Botha, warned the Week-
fy Matl it could be nextin
line to be shut for three
months under the
Government's Press
curbs I

P!
i

». Clean ,

-!,,l

——— |
Weekiy Marl associate
editor, Mr lryam Ma-
noim, said in an article
last Thursday that for his,
paper the three-month
suspension is the same as
a death sentence The
paper does not have the
same backing as the New
Nation ‘ a
*Suspension wyli n-
deed mean death — com-
merctal, death And the
Mimnster will be free to
say hl,é hands are clean,

Manoim said

Mr Manoim sais sup-
porters of the alternative
Press formed a commit-
tee last week to fight for
their survival

“If we are closed
down, we won’t go un-
noticed,” he said

In Cape Town, Mr Ra-
shid Serna, editor of
South, said he expecled
his newspaper would be
closed down this month

“The Minister has
given us ull May 4 to
argue, but we believe he
plans to close us down,
most definitely,” Mr
Sena said

He said Sowrh, with
weekly sales of 12000,
would have trouble sur-
viving a three-month clo-
sure “"butitistrue that we

arc getting a lot of sup-¢

port and; pledges of
assistance’”
Reuter /

—  Sdpd-

Lyl v irmapnn g
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Stoife!l hits

at media critics ,,

PRETORIA — The Min-
1ster of Home Affairs
Mr Stoffel Botha, yester
day rebutted eriticisms
of his handling of the
media accusing detrac-
tors of *misrepresenta-
tions

He said certain ele-
ments “refused to ac-
cept that, by means of
propaganda, publica-
tions are being used to
promote the cause of
revolutionaries’

He said a false 1m-
pression had been cre-
ated that he wanted to
close down newspapers
and restrict publica-
tions indiscriminately

It was also claimed
that the emergency
regulations relating to
the media were simply
to shield the govern-
ment against eriticism

“All that 1s untrue,”
he said

What was true was
that certain elements in-
side and outside South
Africa wanted to brush
aside the existing state
of emergency as being
unnecessary

It was his duty to act
In terms of the emer-
gency regulations per-
taming to the media 1n

cases warranting such
action

“As far as the Weekly
Mail 1s concerned, and
the organised outery
about the warning which
I have 1ssued to the
newspaper, the matter

*rests squarely with the

publishers of the
Weekly Mai] "

Replying to Mr Bog-
tha's statement. the co-
editors of the Weekly
Mail, Mr Anton Harber
and Mr Irwin Manoim,
sald “If there 15 a revol-
ution some day, 1t will
nhot be because news-
papers like the Weekly
Mail have promoted it
but because voices for
peaceful change such as

ours arc no longer to be
heard

“"We are an indepen-
dent, eritical news-
paper, with ties to no or-

( D:E'”E)

b ffky

ganised group We
believe 1n democratic
values, I1n non-racism
and 1 open debate

about the options for a
changing South Africa

"Mr Botha accuses us
of promoting revolution
He cannot surely be-
lleve this OQur real
crime 1s the telling of
awkward truths which
the government would
prefer not to hear "

They urged Mr Botha
not to dismiss the views
of those who had ap-
pealed to him to recon-
sider — Sapa
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Staff Reporter

THE Minister of Home Af-
fairs and of Communications,
Mr Stoffel Botha, said yester-
day he would continue to act
against the media 1n terms of
the emergency regulations
despite a “hysterical cam-
paign 1n certain circles”

In a statement he said that as
far as his warning to the Weekly
Mail was concerned the lengthy
procedure for acting against a
publication made ample provi-
sion for it to state i1ts case and
decide what 1t wanted to do

“Due to the organized outcry
about the warning I want to
state clearly and categorically
that the further development 1n
this matter rests squarely with
the publishers of the Weekly
Mail "

Mr Botha said he needed to
“protect the public against being
misied even further' by misrep-
resentations about his action
against various publications

“The false i1mpression 15 cre-

———r

ated that I want to close down or
place restrictions on publica-
tions indiscriminately, that free-
dom of speech and the free flow
of itnformation are unnecessarily
restricted, and that the emergen-
¢y regulations pertaining to the
media have no other purpose
than to shield the government
against criticism

“All of that 1s untrue

“What 1s true, 15 that there are
certain elements 1nside and out-
side South Africa which want to
brush aside the existing state of
emergency 1n an off-hand man-
ner as being unnecessary

“They do not accept that a sus-
tained onslaught 15 being direct-
ed against South Africa on almost
every front and therefore they
are also not prepared to accept
the emergency regulations per-

taining to the media as being es-
sential

He said 1t would be 1rresponsi-
ble to allow the promotion of the
cause of revolutionaries by posi-
tive publicity, and the govern-
ment was not irresponsihle

@ If there 1s a revolution some
day, 1t will not be because news-
papers like the Weekly Madil have
promoted 1it, but because voices
for peaceful change such as ours
are no longer to be heard co-
editors of the Weekly Mail Mr
Anton Harber and Mr Irwin Man-
oium, sald yesterday 1n response
to a statement by Home Aftairs
Minister, Mr Stoffel Botha, Sapa
reports

“Mr Botha asks us to state our
case We are an 1ndependent
critical newspaper, with ties to
no organized group We have a
point of view We believe 1n
democratic values, in non-racism
and 1n open debate about the op-
ttons for a changing South Africa

‘Mr Botha accuses us ot pro-
moting revolution He cannot
surely believe this Qur real
crime 1S the telling of awkward
truths which the government

would prefer not to hear

‘Mr Botha appears astonished
at the public outcry over his
warning to the Weekly Mail

-




If there were a revolution some day 1t would not be
because newspapers like the Weekly Mail had pro-
moted 1t but because voices for peaceful change
were no longer to be heard, 1§ cekl y Mail co-editors

‘I:;Jr Anton Harber and Mr Irwin Manoim said vester
ay

They were responding to a statement b, the Minis-

In a statement yester-
day, the Minister said
e \‘u*nam elements  obstl-

| ndately refuse to accept
| th 1+ by means of propo
| panay  publicaty as are
being used to  promote
the cause of revolution-
artes  Due to misrepre-
went ¢tions e garding the
VI T v fas b
COMIE  HeCe s~dlly to pro-
tect the public agqinst

(4nnot surely believe thy  Qur reas crime 15 the tell bewng nusled even fur-
ing of awkward truths which the Government would thee , 1
prefer not o hiedr Fhe faive tmpressie

Mr Botha appears istonished at the public out-| *° created that 1 want to

(TN OvCT IS Wdarning to the Weehty Viail It seems he | ¢ ] an ot plac ' ]
hoped (o act against the press without a murmuar of 1 ST Ues on publications

ter of Home Affairs Mr Stoffel Both dis ent Instead a wide range of pecple both in i TUnndt (hat
Mr Both dl SOUth Africd and abroad appealed to him to re-c: fterdon «f ~, ech and
We arEEJ y anle us to tate mur case, they ad - sider PO the tree flaw L antortud-
e to ii‘]gfla?n:l?pdmgiﬂg al:étlﬁjl neuSpapext: w1th "These include <enior business leaders editors of | ton dre unnecessdrily
L e d poit ob view — niyjor newpape i restricted  and that the
we believe in demwcratic vasues 1 no : jornewspapers professionalc and diplomat- .

L n-racism and These are CITie L Tic s 1 gulations

1N open dI¢ cautious respunsible people nov gy e B
SnutEAfriedhatE aboutthe options for chaneing  to either pogve I‘E(HE‘&H[HEHH o1 E}btﬁrn v el pertainng to the media
‘Mr B We utge Mr Botha not to dismiss their LI have no other  purpose
otha accuses us of promoting revolution He hghtly  Mi Horher +nd M Manoun said ST0T n t shield e G

—T ——

ernment  dgdinst  Criit-
cism All that 1s untrue ™

The Minister said
“there are certain ele-
ments 1nside and outside
South Africa which want
to brush aside the exist-
ing state of emergency,
{ 1n an off-hand manner as
being unnecessary”

ONSLAUGHT

“They do not accept
| that a sustamned on-
staught 1s being directed
aganst South Africa on)
almost every front and,
therefore, they are also
not prepared to accept
the emergency regula—'
tions, pertaining to the
meid1a s being essential - |

SWe. dare not allow
such people to lead us as- |
tray. -

.“They obstinately ref-
use “to accept that by
means of propaganda,
publications ‘are bemgt
used to promote the
cause of revolutionaries

Ly

Mr Botha said that
“due to the orgamsed out-.
cry about the warning
which I have 1ssued {o the
Weekly Maal, 1 want to
state clearly and cate- |
gorically that the matter’
rests squarely with the!
publishers of the Weekly
Mazl” — Sapa
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.0n warnings to

the
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HOME  Affarrs Muster Sioltel
Botha has rebutted crticisms of his
handhing of the media, accusing

detractors of “masreprescntations ™’
In astatement de thng with warnings

he has 1ssued to newspapars i terms of

the emergency regulations —  among
others the Beehfy Mud -— Mr Botha
sard certain elements  obstinately
refuse to aveapt that by means of
propaganda publications are bung
used to promote the cause of
revolutionaries

“Due to misreprescntations

regarding the warnngs it has
bucome necessary to protect the public
apainst being musled cven turther,” the
Munster smd an his statument
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he Dulse vmprossienm s v sted thot
I want to dose e
rTestmiclions publicition
indesermam ey thit sreedony of
spuedy and the Bree tlow o imtog s ation
e unneeessanly restrictod and th at the
emergenty regulations portaining to the
medig have no othor purpose than o
shitld the Governmeoent apun i
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‘Adl that 15 untrue

He sard wlist was truc s that there
dre urian cloments mside ud oeoside
South Anica which want to brush aside
the cxasting state of emierget oy 1 1 ol
hand manncr a8 boing unnuoess oy

“They do not accept th il 1 sust ined
onslaught g7 bang dowcred  ag unst
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South Afrc 1 un most
every lront and thorctore

F
]

pertaining to the media
ds being cssentl

| Revolution

We Jdire not allow
such people to Jead us
astray Thuy obstimately
refusc tor avept thit by
means of propagindi
publicabions  are bung
g used o promote the
d | cause of revolutiondrics
and to credte ¢ fivour-
Ahle atmosphae for the
viclent  overthrow  of
civilised  stindards and
poad  order in South
H | Africa
| “The end resualt of
what these poople are
promoling or support-
Ing s the replaccmont of
the emsimg order by a

A they  are  1lsa  pnol
L

d |prepared 1o weept the
d lemorginey regulations

I R TR TR

# | Marxst/communist -
gune
“We cannot allow
ourselves to be diverted
from our course by
gl naivity or reckiess
mmtcm " he said
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~.. [F there 1s a revolution

some day, 1t will not be

v because newspapers lhike

the Weekly Mal have

promoted 1t, but because

¢ vowes for peaceful change

’i such as ours are no longer |
to be heard, co-editors of

?’lhc Heehly Mail, Mr
N o Anton Harber and Mr

tp Irmin Manoun, said i
response (o a statement by
Home Aftairs Minister,
. Mr Stoftel Botha
7 * Mr Botha asks us 10}
S1ale OUT Ldase We are an
independent, critical
newspaper, with ties to
no organised group We
have a point of view we
behieve 1n democratic
values  1n non-racism
and '» opendebate about
ne  op ons tor a
toTE v S0 Alnka

Truths

A —

- e e e i

L)

N B0 mE acdaes Us
~-_ > g revolution
M: cannot  surely,
~z ave this Qur real
.rme 1s the telling of
awkhward truths which
the Government would
prefer not to hear

“Mr Botha appears
astomished at the pubhc
outcry over his warning
10 the Weekly Mail 1t
seems he hoped 1o act
against the Press without
a murmur of dissent
Instead, a wide range of
people, both 1 South
Afnica and abroad, have
appealed to him to
reconsider

“These 1nclude semor
business feaders, editors
of major newspapers,
professionals and
diplomats These are
caulious, responsible
people, not given to
etther ‘‘naivety’’,
**recklessness’’ ofr
“hysternia”

iyl iy — -



Staff Reporter m“"

THE deadline for the weekly
newspaper South to make rep-
resentations to the Mimster of
Home Affairs about 1ts being
banned for three months 1s
4pm today

In a front page editorial edi-
tor Rashid Seria writes that to-
day’s edition of South could be
the last

“The newspaper could be
banned by a Government de-
termined to cover up the evils
of apartheid "

By bannming South the Gov-
ernment would not put out the
ﬂafﬁﬁ: of freedom burning in
the hedrts of many South Afri-
cans, Mr Seria said

“”‘In an nterveety" Mr Seria

b ——

sald that South would hand the
Minister, Mr Stoffel Botha, its
final submissions before the
deadline

South had decided not to
“submit to censorship” should
Mr Botha decide to appoint a
censor rather than close the
newspaper, he said

After Mr Botha made his de-
cision South intended asking
the “courts 1f he has appiied his
mind as required by the law 1n
our case,” Mr Seria said

"h
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Media body,{

o hear Grosshop! complaints

AR IARE Y
CAPE TOWN  An investigation quo- The complaints stem from repotts

rum of the South African Media (oun-  on March 20 and 27 hcadhined  Mak-
cil 15 to meet 1n Cape Town tomorrow  Ing ot a terrorist  and  Grosskopf
to examine complaints by Professor amadzing story of scribbled notes and

the council said vesterday

H J Grosskopf of the University of Stel-  letters
lenbosch against the Sunday Timen, The reports were about the profes-
( "?,..\4,!7 vsor s son M Hein Grosshopt — Sapd




Weekly Mail t

Weekly Mail's co-editors expect to
mect the Mimister of Home Affairs,
Stoffel Botha, next week to discuss
his threat to act against the paper.
The meeting 1s being arranged 1n the
wake of an exchange of press state-
ments this week between the two par-

| hes — and as an international “Save
the Press” campaign gets off the

E

ground. ‘

As part of the campaign:

@ An open letter to the State Presi-
dent from promnent editors, wniers

| and media people around the world 1s

Weekly Mail Reporter

pendent, Mail on Sunday, and Ob-
server of London, Politiken of Co-
penhagen, Expressen of Stockholm,
the Tumes of India, the Statesman of
Ind:a, the Hufvudstadbladet of Fin-
land and the Mauritius Times

Other signatorics are Lord Avebury
of the Bntish Parhamentary Human
Rights Group, Peter Galliner of the
International Press Institute and Bob
Bernstein, chairman of Random
House publishers.

o meet Botﬁé this week

people to sign the letter and passaton
to five fnends

§ Stoffel Botha 1s about to receive a
flood of letters from businessmen

editors, ambassadors, and ordinary
readers of the Weekly Mail — all
calling on hum to reconsider hus threat
to the press

When Botha 1ssued a special Gov-
ernment Gazette last week warning
the newspaper that he considered 1t to
be publishing matter that was a threat
to public safety, he simultancously
informed the éditors that he was pre-

® The Black Sash has circulated pared to meet them under certan con-

1 000 copies of a chain letter, calling
on the minster to stop his action The co-editors,

aganst the press. They are asking eTo PAGE 2
T o e s

ha thi
Qhd, this,

f-hand

to be published m South Afnca’s
'l Sunday newspapers this weekend.
(| The letter has been signed by,
| among others, the edators of the /ndeg-

Weekly Mai

[rwin Manoim, replied saying they
would be prepared to meet the mim- _

T
= e

ek
A

TICT dS be o

me;t

From P‘hﬁ

UNNecessary
“We cannot allow ourselves to he

ster to discuss matters ansing from
h1s warning

A date 15 expected to be set for
sometme next week

On Sunday might, Botha 15sued a
statement “in order to alert the general
public not to be misled by the hyster-
1Icdl campaign in certain circles
against the emergency media regula-
tons 7

He said “certain elements obstinate-
ly refuse to accept that by means of
propaganda, publications are being
used to promote the cause of revolu-
tionaries

“The false impression 1S being
created that [ want to ¢lose down or
place restnictions on pubhications in-
discriminately, that freedom of
spcech and the free flow of informa-
tion ar¢ unnecessartly retricted and
that the emergency restnctions per-
taining to the media have no other
purpose than to shield the govern-
ment against cnticism

“All that 15 untrue,” he said.

He said what was true was that
“there are certain elements 1nside and
outside South Afnca which want to
brush aside the existing state of emer-

)

® The lights are fading fast for

South,

a Cape-based independent

newspaper, as they subimt their last
rcpresentations {o Botha

Once Botha has recetved and con-
sidered them, he could publish 2 pa-

zctte suspending the publication of
| the newspaper -

diverted from our courst by nanvit,
or reckless intent

“It would be mresponsibie to allow
the promotion of the cause of revolu-
tionaries by positive pubhicity The
govemment 15 not 1rresponsible

“As far as the Weckly Muail s con-
cerned, just this I have repeatedly
explained 1n public the provisions
and apphcation of the media regla-
tions The procedure according to
which action 15 tdk en against a pubh-
cation 15 long and makes ample p1o-
vision for such a publication to stdic
its case and 10 decide what 1t wants 10
do

“Due to the orgamised outcry about
the warming which I have 1ssued to
the Weekly Mail, 1 want to state
clearly and categonically that the mat-
ter rests squarely with the pubhshers
of the Weekly Maul,” he sand

The Weekly Mail co-editors 1¢-
sponded by urging Botha not to dis-
muss the protest voices too lightly

“Mr Botha ashs us to state or casc
We are an independent, criicdi news-
paper, with ties to no organisced
group We have a point of view we
behieve 1n démocratic values, 1n non-
racism, and in open debate about the
options for a changing South Afrnica

“Mr Botha accuses us of promouang
revolution He cannot, surely, believe
this Our real crime 15 the telling of
awkward truths which the govern-
ment would prefer not to hear

“Mr Botha appears astonished at the
public outcry over s warning to the
Weekly Mail It seems he hoped to
act against the press without a mui-
mur of dissent Instead, a wide runee
of people, both 1n South Afnca and
abroad, have appealed to hum to :e-
consider

“These are cautious, responsiblc
people, not given to ‘namvety’,
‘recklessness’ ©r ‘hystenia’,” they
said
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South Prites Tast edi form

CAPE TOWN — The
deadline for the weekly
newspaper South to
make representations to
the Minister of Home Af-
fairs about 1ts bewlng
banned for three months
was 4 pm yesterday

In a front-page edito-
rmal the editor, NMr
Rashid Seria, wrote that
yesterday s edition of
South «ould be the last

By bhanning South the
government would not
put out the flame of tree-
dom burning 1n the
hearts of mansy South
Africans, Mr Seri1a <aid

South would hand the
minister tts final <ub-
mi~sions hefore the
deadline, he said

S0uth had decided not
1o submit Lo

2_‘3)

tensorshiy  should the
State  President Mr
P W Botha decide to
appoint a censor rather

than close the news-
paper he said

After Mr Botha made
his decision South 1n-
tended asking the courts
“1f he has applied his
mtnd as required by the

law 1n our case’” DNMr Se-
11a said — Sapd




From a Weekly Maii reader

What right does Stoffel Botha

have to call our paper “d ¢

threat to the maintenance of

public order”? X
ﬁug\i‘/@/‘/& 27857,

None whatsoever.
And it’s fime we told him so.

Look at the
message I'm
sending him.

If you like it, send
him Q copy.

If you can word
it betler, send
him your own
message.

But do i
NOW.

NMrd C &G Botha
Minister of Home Affaus
House of Assembly

Cape Jown
8001

Dear Mr Botha

I am a regular reader of the Weekly Mol 1 am disturbed
that you are contemplating action which could lead to the
closure of the paper because mn your opinion, it "is
causing Q threat 1o the safety of the publc or ihe
mamntenance of public order or 15 causing a delay in the
termunation of the State of Emergency ©

| read ihe Weekly Mail because | want 1o know what is
going on, | ke to make decisions based on ali the
avalable facts To me, it 18 unocceptable that the
information at my disposal should be filtered through the
whirns of @ prejudiced party pokheian

if you do not ike the informahon the Weekly Maid cames
you shouid ook to the policies of your party which have
led this country to s present sorry siate  The people of 1his
counfry need all the nformation they can get to work out
soluhons to the problems you hove caused  They certanly
don { need you io tell them what 15 good for them

Hands off the press—it’s dong a better job than you are

Placed by Pluhip Machanick of 103 Vl:dﬂljak Heights, 36 De ﬁé‘é}"‘Sﬁ“eR Efaﬁrﬁfnntcm, 2553
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The Sunday Times had
transgressed the SA
Media Council's code of
conduct 1n reports which
had referred to a bomb
suspect as a “‘ruthless
car-bomb killer'’, a
“deadly terrorist” and as
an ‘‘ANC killer’” on a
“*mission of murder’,
Professor HJ Grosskopf
of Stellenbosch told the
Media Council 1n Cape

Town yesterday

OBLIGATIONS

Professor Grosskopf
outlimed his complaints to
an 1nvestigation guorum
of the council on reporis
mn the Swunday Timey on
March 20 and March 27
headhined “The suburban
wchoulboy who became a
ruthless car-bomb killer”,

Making of a terrorist”,
and “Grosskopf Amazing
story of scribbled notes
and letters”

In a signed statement

the editor, Mr Tertius
Myburgh, said s paper
belhieved 1t had 'aireads
fulfilled our obhigations
under the code and the
rules of procedure {(of the
counctl) by acting fairly
responsibly and swiftly 1o
admitting our error, Cor-
recting 1t and apologising
to the complainant

“In other words, 1t 1s
our view that the out-
come of the formal hear-
ing can only be that the
council orders us to do
what we have already
done "

Professor Grosskopt
wdas not prepared to ac-
cept this apology as it did
not reflect the true es-
sence of his complamnt

He said the paper "be-
came hysterical’” against
a man against whom not
a single crime had been
proved in a court of law

The Sunday I'imes ack-
nowledged the validity of

1:_.- | { ll

this wmplaml, and that
Mr Grosshopt was no
more than a suspect un-
le s and until convicled
ot a crime and apolo-
gised at the tivst opportu-
nity to Protessor Gross-
Lopt

His maimn cowmnpiaint
wds about the storv on
March 27 ahich daimed
[t was learnt this week
that Grosskopt once
made cuntdct with his
parents when a Soutb
African journalisl met
him at the Solly Mhlangu
college 1tn lanz inua
where e was a leavne -

FETTRER

(xrosskopf asked the
journalist o take o letier
to his tather in South

Africa ’
Professor (Grosshopl!

said 1t 1s stated as fact
that his son had made
contact with mim while
he and his wile had had
no contact with him and
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thev also did not receive
4 letter This fact was
also not checked out with
him

He asked the council to
reprimand the paper

The Sunday {imes saud
in a statement 11 was sa- |
tisfred that a lefter had
imdeed been written and
handed to 4 senior South
African journalist who
met Mr Grosskopf 1n
Tanzana

The only question re-
mawnmg was whether the
letter had been received
hy Frofossor Grosskopt
He denied this and the
Seenduy Frmey was ob-
viotsiy willing to put the
record straight in this re-
spect”

Professor Grosskopf
rejected this and drafted
an apology which was re-
jected by the Sunday
fimey He msisted that
the matter be brought be-
tore the council — Sapa
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Consumcr
Award IS

Nnow ope

C/lo]%y

for entries

The Checkers Award for Con-
sumer Journalism, ocne 0f South
Africa’s most prestige metha
awards, 1s now open for this
year’s entries

The annual award, now 1n 1ts
eleventh year, carries R15 000 1n
prize money and 1s aimed at
giving recognition and encour-
agement to members of the
media who have championed
the consumer cause

Past winners of the award
have written on i1nvestigation
into a wide range of 1ssues, in-
cluding contaminated maize,
life insurance rip-offs, and dis-
honest used-car dealers

Mazikayise Barnabas Edom
of the Sowetan won last year's
first prize for his wvestigation
into corruption 1o town councils,
Runners-up were Elizabeth
Clarke of the Sunday Tribune
for her investigation into crop
spraying in Natal, and Sy Ma-
karinge of the Sowetan for his
article on the use of debt collec-
tors

There 13 one stipulation re-
garding the prize money of
R8 000 for first place and R5 000
and R2 000 for first and second
runners respectively

It must be used to further the
winners’ careers in the consum-
er held

The award 1s to all full-ime
journalists or regular contnibu-
tors to the media and whose ar-
ficles were published or broad-
cast between September 1 1987
and October 14 1988

Entries shouid be submitted
not later than October 14

Winners will be announced at
a gala dinner to be held at the
Carlton Hotel in Johannesburg
on November 21 The guest
speaker will be Professor Wil-
lem de Klerk, head of the De-
partment of Communications at
Rand Afrikaans University and
former editor of the Trans-
valer

The judges panel, convened
by the head of the department
of journalism at Rhodes Unmiver-
sity Professor Gavin Stewart,
includes Mr Harold Pakendorf,
former editor of Vaderland,
Mrs Lyn Morris of the House-
wife's League, and Mr Jan van
Zyl, SABC’s former deputy
director of news

For information contact Ms
Adele Gouws at (011) 28-1028,
ext 2279
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VALUE OF RETAIL TRADE SALES BY KIND OF BUSINESS

WAARDE VAN KLEINHANDELVERKOPE VOLGENS SOORT BESIGHF!D

A tnal in which two of Ms Reeva
Forman's compames are seeking
the largest defamation claam
South Afrmecan legal history ended
its first week on Thursday before
Mr Justice DJ Curlews in the
Rand Supreme Court.

Ms Forman's two companes,
Reeva Forman (Pty) Ltd and
Reeva Success cs, are
claimung damages of over R3 mul-
lion from six defendants for an al-
legedly defamatory article pub-
hished by Style magazine m June
1985

The defendants are. Caxton Ltd,
the publishers of Style magazne,

Mrs Marnlyn Hattingh, the editor

Reeva office had

lT.t-""-»J

154 2

lie Oshry, QC, who appears on be-
half of the defendants, time to an-

alyse a computer print-out of Mrs
Hewson’s sales figures

On Thursday Mr Oshry began
his cross-exarmnation of Mrs Hew-
son and put 1t to her that sales fig-
ures for Reeva cosmetics had al-
ready begun to fall prior to the pub-
hication of the Style article as a re-
sult of a recession which began in
April 1985 Mr Oshry also suggested
that members of Mrs Hewson's
sales tearn who had left her after
the publication of the Style article

BRUCE ANDERSON'

to close, court told |

R N i 3
4

:

“Does the same apply to Thaba [1‘*

Nchu?” he asked Mrs Hewson
Eventually Mr Justice Curlewis i |
asked Mr Oshry to accept that the
seminar in Thaha Nchu was fun” '

Earlier, Mr Oshry had handed lr.
up a copy of an advertisement for : :
Reeva cosmetics to Mr Justice Cur- |
lewis Referring to a slogan Wh.lﬂh

appeared under a photograph of
Ms Forman, Mr Oshry asked the H
judge to note that the picture carme,
“not ‘From Russia with Love’ but
‘From Reeva with Love'”

The end of the trial does not
appear to be 1n sight

!
E
Just before the adjournment on ;

=

ﬂ

J o

of Style magazne; Ms Lin Samp- had been dissatisfied prior to the Tuesday Mr Justice Curlew:s asked { =
son, the journalist who wrote the publication of the article the Mr Michael Kuper, the leader E
article, CTP Web Printers; National of the plamntiffs’ legal team, and Mr &4 | _
News Distributors and the Central 10 @ slow WEElt‘SfEr &ﬂdegce‘ hu{i Oshry “Have either of you any 1dea ¥
News Agency mOrous comments by the JUAse and —y \w long this case will last®”

The only witness who testified counsel provided welcome light re- I
this week was Mrs Margaret Hew- Lief Neither of the counsel could give §
son, a former top distnbutor of  4¢ e stage Mr Oshry asked 2 clear answer to the judges ques- 47
ﬁeeva C”f“i‘;“ﬁ on tﬂ;R:lg E;E; Mrs Hewson about a Reeva se- HOP

o o0 - minar in Thaba Nchu m Apnl 1986 Mr Justice Curlewis then asked | |
forced to close her sales office M | =

She told the court that the semnar Mr Oshry if the case mught end §._
three months after the publicaton ,r5vided a reward for sales staff at before June 15 Mr Osh d he b
of the article 1n Style magazne Ore June P STy Said e g

On Monday Mrs Hewson said tn 3‘:‘ halfway stage of a sales compe- doubted whether the case would | ] =
her evidence-in-chief, which was on be over by then ’fi
led by Mr Jonathan Heher, SC, that  Mr Oshry told Mr Justice Cur- The case is proceedin g { v
the article had resulted in a drop n lewis that the semmar reminded  Appearances Mr Michael Kuper SC g
sales and had caused the morale him of the old joke about a com:- HSSEt%‘; by Mr Jn;éthaé] E;hgg HCNP;ET y
among her sales staff to drop to a petition where the first prize of- fﬂ‘é“a Eglg_?: Sehalf of the plglntlffs ?
“disastrous” level fered was a week 1n Wigan and g, Wﬁlhe Oshry QC assisted by Mr |

The court adjourned at lunch- the second prize was two weeks m Bobh Nugent and Mr John Suttner ap- =
time on Tuesday to allow Mr Wil- Wigan pear on behalf of the defendants
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First newsof Sunday Star’s glossy, upmarket

magazine i reaching the media industry

The magzine will boast 80gsm coated gloss
stock on 1t outer pages and imported 60gsm
paper for tk text — a specification which puts it
ahead of loal competitors and even some nterna-
tional ones

The ad préile 1s just as hugh, with Star general man-
ager Jolyon Juttall reporting “exciting response” from
major advertsers and agencies

ost luxuy product and service categories are al-

readly represnted in the ad mix — from hotel chamns to

jewellery ans from financial services to premium grade
hquor

Listened fo advice

The ad idustry launch of the upmarket mag takes
place bn M« 17 and 18 1n Johannesburg and May 25 1n
Cape Town

Mr Nuttal added “We went to great lengths to con-
sult advertiers and agencies in Johannesburg and Cape
Town BEF(RE we settled down to the planmng

“As a diect result of histeming to their advice, we
have been dle to come up with a format which will
occupy a wque niche and meet a growing, top-end
nee

“Marketes appreciate that The Sunday Star has suc-
cessfully esablished a special personality and position,
and that thy magazine will add considerable value, both
for advertsers and readers, to the total Sunday
package ”

LYNDEN WRIGHT

The magazine would run with a mmmum of 48 A4
pages, and Mr Nuttall said there had been no discount-
Ing to beef up the feel of the early numbers

“This 15 a premium product, not a discount product
and the only saving we offer 15 a better rate for multiple
bookings

"1 have turned down advertising which we did not
feel appropriate to the top people’s profile What we lose
In rands, we make up in credibility

“In fact, we're grateful to the advertising industry for
supporting us with the image advertising which en-

hances and justifies our ambitions for this upmarket
newcomer

“It’s not a question of who's 1n, but who's out ”
The strength of The Sunday Star in reaching the
innovative and self-motivated psychographic groups was

also a factor swaying media departments, he added
Another was the new readership research used by

AMPS, winch tightened the focus on print, particularly
magazines

He explained “Study of American and British trends
as well as the expected impact of new AMPS readership
measures have helped convince informed marketers
that the era of quahty magazines within quality news-
papers has arrived ”

The reassurance of a total Sunday Star weekly sale
now above 100000 and a subscription sale easily above
40 000 certainly looks capable of wiping out any media
department concerns about going ANY magazine route
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é;jt By Sue Olswang which these publications may now be |

P“f - The banning of a newgpaper and gazet. StOppEd, the fact that the Opmion of l
M | ted warmings 10 other South African Minister of Home Affairs Mr Stoffel
publications has sparked an appeal to Botha may be the sole basis of a ban-

President Botha by a host of overseas Ding order; and the fact that he does
writers and editors not have to give any reason for his

An appeal to lift the ban on New opinion, which cannot be challenged 10 }
Nation and put a stop to further steps court.”

against the “alternative or mainstream \
press’ was contained in a large adver- Some of the more than 90 signatories

tisement which appeared 10 The Sun- include Mr A Whittam-Smith, editor of |:
day Star this week. The- Independent newspaper 1 Lon- |,
Addressed to President Botha, it don, Mr Charles Glass of ABC News in |
read in part: “We are alarmed by the London, Mr Bill Kovach of the Ameri-

recent banning of New Natiow; by the can Society of Editors, Mr Harold |
gazetted warnings issued to Weekly - Evans, former editor of The Tivmesof
Mail South, Grassroots, Saamstaan London, Lord McGregor, chairman of
and Work in Progress, and by the the British Press Council, and Mr Don-
warning letter to Sowetan. ald Trelford, editor of The Observer |

«We deplore the arbitrary way in newspaper.




HEN the Mimster of

Home Affairs, Mr
~toffel Botha, announced
ough new measures
1gainst the Press last
»ear, which included the
yower to close publica-
lons temporarily or im-
w0se pre-publication cen-
.orship, there was a
reneral feeling that heads
~ere going to roll

In March this year Mr Bo-
ha exercised his powers and,
ifter the extended process
eading up to i, banned New
Nation for 10 weeks

S1x other pubhlications have
.0 far seen a warnmg pub-
1shed 1n the Government Ga-
ctte, the penultimate step 1n
he beheading process Week-
v Mail, Saamstaan, Grass-
oots, South, Out Of Step and
Nork In Progress

Others have also been
varned

They, .ncluding Sowetan, a
laily newspaper 1n the Argus
ompany stable, have had
etters from the Mimster ob-
ecting to certain material

And, earher i the process,
it the stage that may be re-
rarded as hefting the axe and
vaving 1t around a bit, more
yublications have been asked
0 submit coptes to the Minis-
er for scrutiny

At least one of these, Izwe-
1ithu published by the Nation-
t] Council of Trade Unions,
128 1gnored demands from
he Minmister that material bhe
leposited

The tegulations under
vhich these actions have been
aken came agaimnst a back-
rround of nearly two years of
| state of emergency and a
engthy campaign against a
'ress critical of the Govern-
nent
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Eminent international mo.,EUoH.m appeal to Botha to drop curbs

MINENT international editors and

other journalists have called on
President Botha not to take further action
against the South African Press.

Their ecall 1s contamed in an advertise-
ment which the Save The Press Cam-
paign has been placing in local newspa-

pers

An open letter to President Botha has
been signed by 20 editors of publications
in Britain, Scandinavia, the United States

and India.

They have been joined by 73 other
prominent foreign media figures ineclud-
ing several former newspaper editors,
publishers, broadcasters and members of

the British peerage.

Among those signing the letter are A

There were already at least
100 laws and regulations gov-
erning what the media could
and could not observe, photo-
graph and write about Bat-
tles against publications 1n
the 19505 had been followed
by more and more regulation
during the emergency years
of the 1960s and in the 1970s
the Government made 1its
first moves against the “es-
tablished’” media when 1t
banned World and Weekend
MEE_ forerunners of Sowe-

n

The present curbs were
preceded by a short skirmish
in which the Government
made 1ts intention clear of
dealing with what had come
to be known as the “alterna-

tive” media

The four main publishing
groups — Argus, Times Me-
dia Ltd (then South African
Assoclated Newspapers), Na-
sionale Pers and Perskor —
were offered exemption from
stricter regulations governing
the Press, »rovided thev vol-
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As the axe hangs over several publications, Staff Reporter DICK USHER examines the plight of the
Press in the first of a two-part series.

the Sowetan.

untarily adhered to certain
guidelines

When they rejected this, on
the grounds that the freedom
of the Press was indivisible,
President Botha made his 1n-
tentions clear

“I gave details of the prob-
lems caused by certain publi-
cations which were actively
promoting the revolutionary
chmate 1n South Africa and
indicated that I planned to
take action against such pub-
lications . » he said

All media, whether ‘‘re-
spectable” or “disreputable”
in the official view, were al-
ready bound by emergency
regulations which barred pub-
hhcation of a wide range of
matertal almost anything a
“security force” did was re-
stricted, we couldn’t report
about “restricted gatherings”
or the treatment of people in
detention nor were blank
spaces to indicate censorship
allowed

The new regulations also
declared a wide range of pre-

Whittam-Smith, editor of the Indpendent,
London; Bo Stromstedt, editor, Expressen,
Stockholm, Cushrow Irani, editor, the
Statesman, India; Lord Avebury of the
Parliamentary Human Rights Group;
Lord MeGregor, chairman of the British
Press Council; Bob Bernstem, charrman
of publishers Random House, and John R
MacArthur, publisher of Harper’s

The full text of the letter 1s:
Dear President Botha,

We are alarmed by the recent banning
of the New Nation, by the gazetted warn-
ings issued to the Weekly Mail, South,
Grassroots, Saamstaan and Work in Pro-
gress; and by the warning letter sent to

We deplore the arbitary way in which

he Argus, Monday May 9 1988 11

court.

these publications may now be stopped,
the fact that the Minister of Home Af-
fairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, may be the sole
basis of a banning order, and the fact that
he does not have to give any reason for
his opmnion, which eannot be challenged in

The South African Press and foreign
correspondents of the world’s media are
already greatly censored; in February a

further 17 orgamsations were effectively

banned. It now seems to be the intention
to cripple one by one any inconvenient
publication

We urge you to lift the ban on the New
Nation, and to take no further steps

against the alternative or mainstream

Press.

viously permisstble pomnts of
view — on matters ranging
from sanctions to national
service — to be “subversive”

Nobody could now make a
“subversive statement”, pro-
duce a publication containing
one or bring into South Africa
anything containing a state-
ment now judged to be sub-
versive

As The Argus remarked in
an editorial on April 20 this
vear “What offictaldom sees
as subversive statements pro-
moting a revolutionary cli-
mate are, to others, the ex-
pression of legitimate
concerns and ideals ”

But, as Mr Stoffel Botha
sald when the upgraded re-
strictions were introduced
“Even the emergency regula-
tions could not curb propa-
ganda”

The new measures were
aimed at curbing a “flood of
revelutionary propaganda”
from “publications who make
themselves gwlty of the sys-

tematic or ~enoatie o n by -

1ng of material” which, he
said, had certain effects

@ Promotion of revolution
or uprisings 1n the Republic,

® Promotion of the break-
ing down of public order,

® Stirring up of feelings of
hatred or hostility towards a
local authority or security
force,

® Promotion of the publc
image of unlawful organisa-
tions,

® Promotion of the activi-
nmw of unlawful structures,
an

@ Promotion of boycotts
and civil disobedience

“We have all been warned
by the Government that our
publications are contribufing
to these effects,” said Profes-
sor Charles Villa-Vicenclo, a
member of the board of trust-
ees of South, published 1n
Cape Town “But to my know-
ledge never 1 the warnings
has it been claimed that they

11r ™

|
S
B

-

| ._.rm__s_:_ﬂmq .n.w. _..n....__.m Af-

fairs, Mr Stoffel Botha.

Which highlights the fears
of the conventional media

Relationships between the
English-language Press and
the Government have never
been easy, and over the years
many of the accusations
made against the publications
now threatened by the axe
have also been levelled
against 1t

The grave fear 1s that, once
the weak have been to the
block, there will be warnings
and gazetted warnings to
those which continue to speak
out  followed either by sus-
pension or the imposition of
pre-publication censorship

The tool designed for con-

- trol of the Press 15 a complex

one, apparently clumsy and
wrapped in bureaucracy, but
in reality well-adapted to its
purpose

It gives the process the ap-
pearance of sweet reason-
ableness and the length of
time over which it can be
drawn out helps defuse pro-

| ]

* Special .
. report -

Although 1t maintams a su-
perficial semblance of reason
through its step-by-step pro-
gression and by giving threat-
ened publications the chance
to make representations, ap-
parently abiding by the judi-
cial rule of qud: partem al-
teram (hearing the other
side), none of 1t is subject to
review by any other party

The appearance 1s that
there 1s a process during
which publications are invit-
ed to make representations
The reality 1s that any sanc-
tions depend entirely on the
subjective opinion of a mem-
ber of the institution under
attack, while there 1s nothing
in the regulations to say the
Minister or anyone else must
read the representations

They could just as easily be
consigned to the shredding
machine, unopened Nor, as
shown by an appeal to the
courts by New Nation, may
the courts intervene 1n this
process

Another factor tending to
disguise the attrition 1s that
the Minister has the power to
order closure for only up to
three months Then the pubh-
cation is free to resume oper-
ations — under the same

threats
But any publication which

1s closed for three months
faces the problem of holding
staff and infrastructure to-
gether without imncome for the
period of suspension 