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JOHANNESBURG, —
Argus Company 15 shll
awaiting a Government
answer to 1fs application
for reregistration  of
Post Transvaal, the Sun-
day Post and the Sowetan,
according to Post’s man-
ager, Mr John Gittins.

Mr Gittins smid today .

that he had not yet heard
from the Department of
Internal Affairs.

Earlier this week he
said that if governmental
go-ahead came' ‘betwéen
now and Monday, Post
will be back on the streets
by Tuesday’

Mr Gittins also said
earher this week that
Post was making an appli-
cation to the Minister of
Justice to relax the ban-
ning order on a black
journalist, Mr Zwelakhe
Sisulu,

There had been no
further development m
this situation either, he
said.

Newspapers throughout
South Africa have criti-
cised the bhannings of Mr
Sisulu and of a Durban
journalist, Mr Marimuthu
Subramoney. Wide protest
about the bannings has
been raised both here and
gverseas

—_
—_——

TE

ntrue

m Minister of Internal
Affairs, Mr Chris -Heunis,
has taken exception to a
leader in The Argus of
December 30 in, which 1t
was alleged that the Gov-
ernment was ‘provocat-
ively dragaing its heels’
gbout allowing three biack
newspapers to print again,

and that the Government-
had effectively closed
these newspapers down,

Mr Heums said that
poth these statements
were untrue,

In terms of the Act, the
registration of the three
newspapers had lapsed
and there were no repre-
sentations from the prop-
rietors for cuqdﬂnatmn.

The first application for
condonation had been re-
ceived only this week, and
he would meet the
Aanister of Justice as soon
ag possible to decide what

action to take in respect of
the three newspapers.
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the 'eallsof
long .protest, , staged
'b}y Rritish joutnalists..

* London's " first  demot:
stration .of {he new year,
organisetl yasterday by the
Nationgl Union of Journal-

dsts (NUJ) was held outs

South Adrican

side the
Trafatgar

! just itha.ﬁeginu
of .2 CsmpAENn

nin 0
South

piotest against the

African Governinent's inti- .

the black

rmdation

| nhaliéia in Snuth: ‘Afriea,

— ‘Tnd the ban, papers and the use of
gouth African | .courts 10 SUppress
d newspapers’ , '

Press, sald NUJ deputy -

general secrctary, W
Jacob Feclestone, oiif of.
the severgl top Meet
Street journalis
took part in the demon-
stration

‘The governingni’s

ts who,

}

actions dlaprove 185’

clgim of Press ¢reedom in
, South Afrfca All fritish
journalists condemn {he
black jour.

. nawsnpapers

the closing of three NEWS-
the

them,’
he sad =

PLACARDS +

Carrying placatts saying
Gt bans on Sisulu and
Subramongdy’ and ‘British
journalists  say Tift the
bana,.’ the Frntﬁsters hans
ded out leatlets expressig
their support Tooth for our
colicagues 1 Sounth Afiica
and for the strusple
against apaitheld” to pas
BOrShY

They wars prafesting
ggamst the banmng orders
sorved on Mr Zwelakhe

Gisnlu and Mr Mutiniuthu

Qubramoney of the Med:a

Woilers  Association
Sotith Afriea which répre-
sents  black  journalists,
and  the Covernment’s
aclions against the ?nst

family of newspapers,
' Feclestone

a{terwardy the NUJ inten-
dJed ntensifying s <amr
patgn to get the hanmng
arders lfted and get the
hack ot to the

sireets.

of &

*Argus Bureat

LONDON. — Mr Ken. Ash-
ton, general secretary of
the MNational Unipn L of
Journaliets here, lenves for
Soulh  Afilca tomght o
prepate & report, on’
banning of two hiack jour-
nalists’ and the closure of
three NeWSPapers.

e said yesterday, ‘Qur
interest 15 In supporling
{he freedom of the,Press,
Not-many voices have heen
raiged  in protest and
hope that, when We have
more fitgt-hand nformas
tion, the protest il
spread’ \

During ms  weeklong
vigt, ‘he intends to investi-
gate the recent two-mabnih

strilke hy 64 black joutnal- d
wolg of the Media Workers

Assoclation.

The Guardian
published o letter
ithe lbam‘lta-.d Sonth Africarn
{ormer gditor,
Waods, on the SA Press
It 'was 10 veply to a Jetter
from Mr Jdohan Adler,

taday

 director of mformation at

African

the South

Tmbassy
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still waiting for the Gov-
| pypmeni s answer to 1its

application {for 1ihe 1€- r

wiration of Post Trapf;-
Li%l qunday Post and The
Cowetan says Posl’s mMalk
agel, Mr John Guttmns i
My (nttins  also sail
earliet  1his weelk fhat
Pasl Was apniying to the
vinister of Jdustice for 4
L elasation of the hanming
' L oicder on hiack journalist
{ W Zwelakhe Sisulu ‘
Newspapets  in South
Africa and ovelseas have
e1iticised the hHannings ol
'Mr Sisula and of Duibhan
joutnalist Mi iarimuthu

it
Suhramoney ;
[
- i
1
{ |
oI
-
f ¢ .
1
pr
L
b
¥
-
Y
1
.Y
I+ -
-
' 1T |
g ! Lo .
Ik 1 | -'
Wl
] ' Fr - | )
-t 1 gt |
5 i
t ol r
= g e -y 3 d
” h ‘ .f' F'h' L ] ! T
. T SO . :
' W a =%
1 - _l_,lri* +
A ¥ N 1
—_ 'I_-|||r [ llll.i{ 'u'..' 1 .{ﬁ' ; L I [ I [ 3 _
T - _
o - |
= s *:I = ¢ L -+ I
—_ j-f-' k.l- ri.‘u ol ls '.l. N r I‘!.I‘F" ) -—r H raa
- ]
* 1 r L
.....-H 1 1 |..1.-+ J;tfl' 4 i P et - 2 ] _
':-:':.I - . '-..I 'hl-?‘ L 1-15 ;‘_& '31-,,4_['1 .r-h w Lo
T LI ' : )
hid L B Fl'-.- L # 11 Py - )
—— e X B
w_ - b o P it i+ l'|I o 1 L] i
— 1 . :
7 f 4 | o
- ? .
-E'j‘ T AT HIJ.""E I
=t abgr T g G b ey — - —
e gt - P_Ej 1';,1'".. L ) T L
L . 1!' - nor '
“t | P T-' ]
] ¥ r ; .
HJLE%#&FL’ i H“'E‘T'l‘f Lo, Yipp A : ! + "h'-.
i f 1 4 1
. B I B AL
AN - ¥ I a i
™ Il.f""ﬂ%hl: 5 E-'r l ' y
Yy r ¢ .
o Lt b g W AEELR 1 'n
= y A
- i L,
mara 1 -~ \ b .
- "*E lr - I Fr F b
- _ : Lo )
e v?ﬁiﬁf*": mfs ¢t LI LR kg W
= _ ' -~ ¢ ;J
al .
- e 4 v oot - ; Fi
mra = oaw F BEY Soar  FER S LAY S -
- _n. - 1 "";"".I- ] 'Fr-rpr" -F#J-Il - r'r"l;_ -rT P
- — ™ d
PERETL Y FT‘L‘E ] i F‘
— L -~ -
— - L A ¢
Ry Y S Py
T e APy ’
Z_:'H'_ El ; - - jr ~l 1 |
i . .
"~ i . -
—— L ]
— e N T g i M
o am w o - ! %‘
AR A =@ ‘ |
mormaeme L7 2 "
e R LA o " 1/
WARFATCETI FT OV TTL ue 1 L. I
- - wdsm .
—_— — —_ '|l-"\-:'II I L i 'F
- % o
- - A7 § h - w3
X TR 4 l ‘E‘”‘ j-.i. |
_ - 'ﬁhﬁ“s ~ g A0 Z
= - a
- 1 ij"”d e T T A T 1y 4 4 I 1
Toad ! i [
il Lo i I : !
- w F 1 1 iy .
- r 1 4 1 . . |
- d ;P4 A Ve 0 a
":‘ o é‘r . , N )
~ i F
L . ! E i |, 0 { by B
M oarded PRy g r A A A g a r q -
r 3 §
] 4 4 i
¥ - 1 i ? r F]
= ""m..l‘"‘ir - HJ.J *1" -'.It i ] L4 . K
. ;-ﬁ#hl‘ L1 1 ].; ¥ g
[T 1 "- 3" 1 oot
L gf T 'L: ‘" £ " _
e M | LI . {_#.Ir B n "‘!.J‘ . . -
T T ! .:-'_11 l"h |I'|- L™ .“L.‘E r_ ¥ I.HJ LS |
qﬁ‘ 1 || .r.
TV I . 1
- - b ¥, ,. _
I =T H !
" T - |
. 4 -
mrgaana v ! } [ . ! : "E
1
- T J‘:’ M 4 Ty H# =
L
1Lk # o nit o r 1
o -
wnrre sdtnad ] Ll . Fr:{f! ) i‘!{ '
- 'Iﬂi 2 'F”. . 5]_ % t |
‘..L ? -;1 ﬂ ] r { 1
" T > 4 [
2 W o I P I B X -
- i L7 4I|_£' '_E’J. .|'|.'|' O 3 § P La 5 oL
il T ] IJ k i ; |_ -
" e r 11t "‘: !
o )
T YR ™Moy i | ]
! :
b
15 I !
- - 1~'f | q
wd PR B S ' W |
o I 1 r|| I 2 ;li !i
- L - t o o - i }
- NOF
n - o 5 r L .
y r 3 “ oy
- [ 1 1 %
- L ' 1 4 1 '] c | .
&F oo™ T i ;
4 1
+ | ber . oot Ty : | 5
4 ! |
1
_ 1 i 5
i 3 S T,J. L by _
- Vi o+ L
! T L e How Litah oA ?:
+ E 1. ! R 1|
— PR - Ve 1‘| -
r i ] "'.I- ' | T |IE 2
i Pt i §
5
R S II_ 1 ¢
o ¢ T LW Ly 4y b w o
]
) Ll ar .



|
: TERET 1R ON af tpL NN m _____
R 1 ¥ AR SRR N A A _:_.,__ P ol w_ 1 40
g . . v 9 1 X w _ wm W“. nmm___ _ | _ _m_mh_ NH_mmu __mﬂ i ) Lmnm A 1 T _w“_“m_ ““__“m : mw m":_ m_____m _a.___._._ I _nm,m | u ]
AEPRE D DL AN CRRR U B B A - BN RS TR BN AP (P T OSSN 11 7 S AR B
<0y , T . 2 LI i 2 3 N 3 B " | ¢ I e i i 3 BV L m " P R
o d ThITOR e “ “mmﬂ "w..m,:wu | _ LY Fai e m" A %u_ | s mwmm_,. ,“:T_ww = I h.,__ T_____w ! m,_n. T “r__ 2 X 1 - _._M._m o m.ﬂ _m_ m.f ______ . mm _m_"
VLT ah W RN N S N BN SEICTRANEE I AL B I HIRE. (NS *) N RN AR S S N ST Eoh
. - o - . Ry + # Poe i i i - L 5 L Lile i a 15 I g 1 M . 1 3
RN e e RN o MY P A mmﬁluzﬁfrhhﬁﬁmw, dOIBNEL weiE03 3 vEe. SJRGL L oS Egai e g g DLV L TR, I LR - SR TR W3
. - i o . - T
_ i tho Baa _ urnaliste.
%o, FC A/ /%)
_

Londer newsmen and iheir SLUPPCTiers proYest srains
-

ill - ..ﬂ . T _ Jr..l

-
——

e
o T - mwu.u.mU
Q. If:
Im|\N ¥ I'MM

= -

. UK newsmen
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" The Star Bureau actions disprove 1ts .. . Sisuli “and” Subram. © later the NUJ imten

§ LONDON -— “End the claim of Press freedom.. - “oney” sand “Briisn . Zwelakhe Sisulu  and ied ntensifying  iis
ban on black South m South Afres. AU ~ ~Journalisls say lift thé Mty Murnmuthu Sugo- campaign to get the
Afr:can newsmen angd British journalists con-

newspapers” was the
call of an hourlong
proest staged 1in Lon-
don by Brriish journal-

demn the “-harassment
of blaek “imfbiiglisis n

South Afriex < the plo-

Sing "of “Tour° news

-bans;”> the ‘protesterz -

handed ovt leaficts ex
- Pressing thelr support
! *“poth for our .cq-

ramoney, of the Media
Workers Assoeia-
Lion of Sguth Africa
whieh represents oplatk

banning orders lifted
and get the news

papers back on fo the
sircets

TEE T DL Mhrdd hialpdg " Wow', Landlp, g -

* " leagues- m  South Journzlists, and the ““We hope to co
15t u ) . papers and the tge of Africa and- fpr the gonvernment’s aciidios gra:nate our protest
London’s first dem- ihe courts to suppress - sirniggie against apart- 1 closmg down  fhe actron wrth other
onstrafion of the New them,” he said - . hed” to passers-by. |, ¢ Post family of news- Bod es such as Amnes
Yezr, organised yester- Carriing pPlacards N ,awamﬁm% were protesting rapers i¥ and thie  Ant-
mmwn by omﬁwﬂmwmﬂ_wmm saying “hift bans on -, 3 agamst-the banning or- Mr Ecelestone said hwwmﬁnm_ 4 Movemert
Mion 1I'n ! T T ow = - — et = = A _ ' -
: ; . . . o 4 . . We are also con
1 - - - A = ~ § . T S
..M.M.M mﬁwm .ﬂwwﬂﬁwﬁwmﬁﬁmw ’ "ﬁ%@w @w mm mwm L Nmmm.@ ﬁd sidering trving to help
.- n @m 4 s @ the Meuia Workers As
mmmﬂwmammow. " ﬂwmmﬁmww - - F N f@ .M = ?.w soviat.on financially
- “This 13 just_the be- .. Fhe Star Bureay - &

During his week-long visit, he “Frotest leqfiets w7l
intends to investigate the Tegent two- Ww wmuw%mﬁ MM HMWWEHN
.y . 3s neg I
monih sirike by 64 bhlack Eﬁwﬂrmp%& Britam and we expect
of the NMediz Workers Assseiatisn,

them to stage their
¢ The GGuardian todayw Rih- P own profests

lishes a letter from the banned "The NUJ will be

"~ Bouthr African forme. editer, Rir meeing in  London

' Donzld Woods, on the South African soon and it 's poss:ibie

Press. This foilsws an earlier letier that protest telezrams

from Mr Jchan Adler, Direcior of would be sent to the
Infermation at the South African

gimung gf a campaisn
1o protest against the
South Afr.can Govern-
ment's infimidat.on of
the black Press” said
NUJ depufy genersl
secretary, Mr Jacob Ec-
clestone, one o&f the
several {op Fleet
Street jomrnalists who
took part 1in the dem-

LONDON « Mr Feon Ashipn, gen-
eral secretary of the Natisne] Umion
of Journalists here, leaves for South
Africa tomzht to prepare & repord
on the barning of {wo black journa.
41818 and the Government closure of -
four newspapers.

He saigd yesterday’ “Cur interest
15 in supporting the freedom of the
Press. Not many svoices have been
rajsed in protest snd I hope when

South Afr.can Govern- |
.onsiration we have more first-hand information embassy in Londen on Press free- ment sa.d AMr Eccles- §.
‘The goivernment's the protest will spread.” dom, tone f ;
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The Burean

LONDON =The Inierna-
t1onal Press Institute
(IPI) has sent a strongly
worded telegram of
protest to Mr P W Botha,
over the banning of {wo
black journahists and the
suspension of four biack
newspapels

The telegram, sent yes
terday hy IP1 director, Mr
Peler Galliner, says the
Government’'s actions will
“portray South Africa n

an. even pooler hight than .
existing at plqbent&: o ),

It calls on the Govern.
ment to review the regls-
iration of the newspapers
as soon as possibie and o
111t the banning orders on
Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu and
Mr Marmuthuy Subram-
oney

The full
telegram 18

““The International
Press Institute wishes to
protest 1 the stiongest
possible terms at the sus-
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text of thel

pension of four hlack
newspapers and the han-
ning orders placed on two
nighly  respected black
jou naiists,

“During fhe past two
vears South Africa has
introduced some of 1S
most drastic Press Jawg 1o
date. whitthing away the
right of an already ‘half
{ree’ Press to comment on
matiers of 1mportance

“These latest moves
come al 'a time of,

renewed fears among ihe, .

world’s, frge -Fress of yet
furthers actiin by the
South African  Govern-
meni, aganst black and
white journalists and pub-
lications ™

Mr Gallmer added that
tcvrhese latest actions
agammst the Press give

added urgency to my sug-

over 2000 editor
nior journalists
wide,

In arother telegram

sent 'to Mr Botha yester-
day, the Metalworkers

Pederation 1n' Genevs also
protested at the hanning
orders and “closure” of
four black newspapers

The telegram, ‘sent by
Mr Herman Rabhan,
Geéneral Secretary of the

world-

“UNI0N, s}aui' v

M

#(ip. hehalf of 14-mulbion
métalvorkers ~protest
most ‘strongly at the ban-
ning orders and closure of
four black newspapers Re-
fusal to let the National
Union of Journalists’
general secrefary, Mr Ken
Aghton, enter South
Afriea 1s an action worthy
of a totalitarian state,

gested visit to your coun-

try to discuss lhe relatien “guch  hehaviour will g

only dishearten trade un-

ship between your
Government and the jonists who seel peaceiul
Press ” chande 1m Sou O e )
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| By CHRIS FREIMOND Security Act tp condone the
THIS Argus newspaper growp lapse i publication and permit
does not expect any 1¢action o immediate re-appearance of
| 1s urgent apphication to the the papers
| Minister of the Interior, Mr . In terms of the Act a muni-
Chris Heums, to allow three mum pertod of three weeks
| black newspapeis to iesume Must pass after an application
| immedtate publication until for re-regmstration 18 recejved
H next week by the Department of the Inte-
| rior before re-appearance
The newspapers, Post b
¢ manager of Post, Mr
i | (Transvaal), Sunday Post and John Gittins, smid yesterday
j The Sowetan, which were that nﬂthmg’had been heard
, forced to suspend publication from Mr Henni
j due fo a protracted strike b T oy g and that he did
r p © % not expect any reaction until
workers, lost theirr regstra- next week The new
e fewspapers are
tions 1 terms of the Internal not bemng published in the
Lﬁ Segunty Act because they did ‘meantime  Normal re-applica-
M Nol appear for over a month tiony had heen made
| When the Argus group lost a  Earhier this week Mr Heunis
1 court application earlier this  said that, after studylng the
| [ Week to allow continued publi- apphication m consultation with
k | cation, an urgent telex was sent  the Mimster of Justica, he
| to Mr Heunfs aslung him to use  would congider; 1t necéssary”
| s power under the Internal the re-registrations,
tt. . f |
\ , Ly i I
IlIll. o | N D !
" I
_j.:dt 1 & I - I , 1
Tr J 1 * vyt
t 5 r & "‘: "1
L vt bordot 1 v ;
ra ‘. - ¥ | T, a
v S T | L -
J“"‘ﬁ_”‘ltlglﬂ'll: g "~ . T3 :
w}ﬁh}{ jihwp..r‘_Jf!'\ \ L T ! -
. ['-I rir | " i
:_:f'ﬁh“; j, :’PT ‘ [ . _4} . ) :
LA
ke L
e 'H.l{t;u' ;:~_,|.l-P 4, bty I:"'*-L‘- -0
T, : ?'f I ¥t 11.4*:] 1,1-1 Thl G, Lo ;
mﬂl; "#' ;:;:':: :i "t?.-; ""E?F n-;:t i':} .i:.._‘% .-'i:l . .,L%
- o) #:L - M 1 4 - L,F N
i _:!"*:i‘:{ v op 1} 1-" -l: Fol ) ;e i " ‘
RS SRR I ILNIE ,
:“‘_‘“’Jt:i‘; :‘:’j 5o ™ T
- _...T ‘|'H 1r : T‘f.]-
- B :Lh‘jh Y l | 5 1 ¢ L
R =g EE I ;
T AN ’ 't AT
T ""u.;ﬂ: IiLn:‘E;ﬂ.'é'lcﬁ‘rz‘ t ) r:',_,LL : = Fri v,
—— ﬁb{"‘ - " ) ;"F i o :
R C e A
'_"'j'::..__ g o P T N }
A ""-..! 1_ I : T
- I, ! } | it
q{l;}ﬂ t! | t
‘ w L 1 I r J
.,:L il J ' Y - r 1
f ’ri I1 b ! ‘ hﬂﬂ; 4
- -:1..:2':1 _:‘r:"'ﬂj Ejfiil— Y L :- VI
. L i I| i !
t:'i: *f ¢ E“I__"J R Il'.__d p } : .H" - ,ﬁf’
) - v 3 " gi 7, "y i "
e R 1 t! et il /
cid O B L VT y
n ‘5 ;o ¥ 1
Ty o e tud AL {‘}‘ X -
POl E?E_r;} ! '1 H:Lip y I 7 ;b b
- i ‘Ir--*'rk“-:‘é“'] :;: . EI
SR SR NPT NS,
T gzt e 0
+ Erh oy seydeg !
" LIPS PR 1“ o7 .
BE= A f"!r!‘f s 11‘1' F k
R e A L
P 1 L:ﬂ ffr‘:J r
e . F,; o
,l': "? ‘qu’!'f' ¥
- b d
Al - e # e ;
. e b1 V¥ Pﬂ . 1}':"': ,.r:.ﬁ""Hf E:'";',_[ y Joa N ?i ) ' = '-.-“2;': Fang
e ' v

- 7

™

gy

1



~ar
N — [ T—

—tcar el _..r.n..r.ll___. _“.uHE.En Aeazh | 13 SENE e

1 K mea GEBIMRELLEED O F _ﬂEHWEﬂEEEEHHu I |

-, -

Fr - R i R ISR L SR 4 L IR, hﬂ.._m_nmnﬂﬁghwm m um_ﬁ,_nnaw —3 -
- _ L._.. . __....._......__. =t - v . __.l -¥ i o ...J.._.__. - - .._..u_. =
m% gpc mmmz * = - - o~ h.. 1Lu. 5 - H...._.....I .-._..u - - ..__# h.T.- - |. .nl.. - - .:. ] ............. - L |

GRIFFIN M
Now }m@mwmmﬂm

V EVEN the Afrikaans
Press has joined the
world-wide outcry at
Government action
against black news-
papers and journalists.

Editorials i1 both the ’
Transvaler and Beeld
guesfion the necessity of
closing three Argus Com-
prany black newspapers,

- 2 -

Press joins .| 4ﬁ\¢

papers banhing row
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while the Transvaler sayvs
the banning of two black
journalists smacks of ar-
bitrary action agamnsf{ in. l
mﬁmmmme“mMM mnmwﬁmnm Um‘qmu ; | - e Lo B0 belp
osures and banmngs as i s
part of a further attack by W # ﬁh@ = ; __H,%m Volksblad 1n Bloem-
the Government on Presg :F7 .m@ ﬁ M : & m __w& ein Wmmﬁﬁ:mﬂ heading
wwm.m%aﬁ Ewmnm.ww Afrva. : uqm_ﬂ m @ 58, ] WM hf M, = mﬁa.mm m..n hmw M %.._ anmmmmwmuw.
na ,ﬂwm . m_,.ﬁ u.mm” . ...W,H m..m.u M M.. ; Eﬂﬂ,etwﬂuw Eﬂ: “H...u n_m.niuga - SATERDAG E._.&E,Em H_.,mﬂ..mmﬂmm JHARGANG PRYS = Mﬂmwgvmﬂwm.mamﬁnmﬂwwwnﬁ .mﬁwmmm
Mﬁww.mﬂm%ﬂaﬁmmuﬁmm ww.m ; _* 3 T ) first moment the strike of
o v e Emﬁwmfan . o the black Argus workers
withdrawn in Decembe= at hewspapers during -{he . nalienal vice-chairman and  would protest to the South  circumstances of the  became world news.
the end of a ﬁ._a.,ﬁmuﬁ sirke Smmmﬂﬂwﬂ publica- WNatal regional secretary, African Government, strike and counter-pro- Beeld’s editorial said th
stnke by black media OB IN terms of the Inter- Mr Marunuthu = Subras Reaction at home wes  ductive to the agreements eeles e %%Mm Sala ine
workers. mwwm mmnuﬁﬁwh%nﬂ wﬂ.wp mw,m money. equally severe, mﬁw mmw reached between ¢ .s..ﬁm Mmawmwwmwmw mwwmadwwmmwwuw%
. ewspaper Imprint Act . Miller managing director 0f  nNewspaper managements >
ﬁwwwwummmwm ﬁ%mww Hm.mnwww. Mt Jusfice Coetzee turns »wWo.ﬁwgwmﬂmuMmmzmmwﬂ%wm %m nwwnﬂm ﬁcﬁwmw uw .&wwm wmm ﬂmm mwﬁﬂﬁm Jour- wwﬁwm HMEWW wmmm.mmw mmﬂ%
ers’ Association of South ) - r Llive Kinsley oX nalists.’ f—t
Africa 1o October. ended m_w mm%mjumﬁwmm mewﬁwm%_w wqmmmﬁmm% w%ﬁﬁ& and — poth of whom had They said there was Fégisuration — of the
Ol Hu e GEU er M"w., Uuﬂngm .NWH..Wﬂ.m nﬂaﬁmﬂuﬂ. .GH Cnsure aproa b x ﬁmm_ﬂ.ﬁwwwmﬂ. a._ﬁw.mw Hﬁﬁmmm — .ﬂﬂgwﬂm in HrHH. mHmﬂwﬂﬁm ﬂmfﬁmmum_umm.m as a mﬂﬂmﬂm.ﬁi
That day the mewspapers the act of publishing. fhe The Times of Londen 1ssed a joint statement conduct of the stnke that ment that tampers with
were closed down by the newspapsrs “within the ond the Guardian declared : calling for the immediate called for any punishment freedom of speech ang the
Department of Internal meaning of the word ” the acts further attacks on  lifting of the bans, war. from the State “let alone TYes& to thwart its op-
Press freedom, while Mr~ _ning that they would be & savagely restrictive ban. Position

Affairs for “faxling to ﬁ:w_-
1ish in terms of legisia-
tion.”

Argus

The Company

ended,
served three-year banmng

A week after the strike
security police

filed an application to the . orders on the nresident of

Rand Supreme Court that .ihe
Associafion

Zwelakke Sisuiu, and ﬁﬁ_

publication of one - sheet
copies of - the -three

POSSIBI
LABOUR
RELATI{
SYSTER

Medlia Workers
(Mwsasa), Mr

Oito Kiersten,

secretary of ﬁﬂm Inteyes
national Confederation @m
Free Trade Unions, calle® w« by the Government.”

r-.-H:_.P.n

for United Nations ateié

Britain’s National TUnon”
"of Journalists

said it

“bans
totally uncalled for m the

ceneral’, . seen here and abroad as

tanother dirept attack on

4he Press of<this country

Thair statenient said the
were “senseless

agreements-

nng order whichk now
prevents him from prac-
tising s jourpalistic

skills and ¥which Rvill also
effectively - nreveat him
reaching Ewmwme

e

from
with

State policy.

The Tiansvaler said the
Government’s action could
look like discriminatory
. practice against
newspapers which did not
toe the Ime regarding
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f”" o e iimoye bound, {0
M spark” freshfanigeﬁ at. the
Ay s{:u oA it Govern:

“méit, Mr A<nton was de-
tained and“‘dﬁestwned for

orties, af, .Iman SHitEs “pes—

" fore Belifg put aboard: the |
last andnn ﬂlgh‘t at 8pm |

:festerday

phone, but not to se¢ him,
Immlgraftmn officials at
Jan Smuts refuged to dis-

smid that the decision “was

+ fora™

"+ The Minister of Internal |
{ Affawrs, Chrnis ¢ Heunis, |
could not, be reiched /for §f

comment last mght

Eccleqtnhi}, fdéptity‘ general-
secretary efset Ut the NUJ,

E}}R r

i

treatment of black news.
Papers and the twn hlack
journalists”.

He added. "I thmk 1t is
a Very fnnhﬁh way to be.
! have. TurnAg: 'someone
\Zﬂce Ken Ashton away 15 @
Snark of fear Tt seams as if
the Sotith African authori-

| tieg gre afraid of what he

might find angd report fo
. the world.”

Mr Ecclestone said he be- |

heved Mr Ashton had also
come to South Africa as a
, representativer of the Inter-
national Federation ' of
' Journalists (iF-I) and of

ation of Free “"Trade Uniong
(ICFTU)‘ ’

the Internat1unal Conteders ]

m_'_.. Dt

A waltmg Bi‘ltxsh “Eme
bassy official;was told of |
the demslm ‘minutes be- ]
wfore | Mr : Ashton .was*sent '

%home. The ufhmalw:-.w*per- ,
thutted to speak te r Ashd 4
ton on an airport” tele.

dose on what' grounds Mr |
_ Ashton was depmteﬂ hut |

taken at high lavel in Pre- |

+ In Londbp qﬁ angiy Jake | |

said the bfﬁ"nng of Mr Ash- §}
{ ton suggested “the people |
f I‘E‘%;}nnqilﬂﬂ had gulty con- |
. sciences about thelr recent |

Wmpry
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E
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London Bureau

L.ONDON — Britain’s National
Union of Journalists held a
placard demo outside South
Africa House in London on New
Year's Day to back growimng
International protest at the ban-
ning of two black South African
journalists and the closure of

four black newspapers by the
Government

The NUJ joined the British
Labour Party in condemning
the bannings of the president of
the Media Workers’ Association
of SA, Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu, and
Mwasa's Natal vice-president,

back ban P

Mr Marimuthu Subramoney

It also added 1its voice to
condemnation of the withdraw-
al of the registration certifi-
cates of the Argus-owned news-
papers Post (Transvaall),
Saturday Post, Sunday Post and
The Sowetan

The NUJ called on the Gov-
ernment to reverse these
decisions

Mr Ron Knowles, editor of
the British Press journal, ‘‘The
Journalist”, said this week

“We are very deeply concerned
that the authorities m South

RAND DAILY MAIL, Saturday, January 3, 1981

Africa seem not to be learmng

ahout the extension of freedom
and justice for all people

“We have heard a lot from
South African pohticians about
& new era coming 1n there, but
so far there has been no
evidence

The NUJ wviewed the ban-
nmings as atiempts to shut down
a legitimate organisation
(Mwasa) that did no more than
represent 1ts members

“This smacks of the worst
kind of totalitarianism,” Mr
Knowles said

sl

On Tuesday the Lahour Pgrty
accused the South African Gov-
ernment of ‘‘directly attacking
Mwasa” and said the actions
were all part of the ‘‘savage’
attack on the Press”

It called for the immediate
hiting of the bannings on the
two Mwasa executives and the
recision of the restrictions on
publication of the four black-
newspapers

The International Confeder-
ation of Free Trade Unions has
protested directly to the Prime
Minister, Mr P W Botha, over
the Government’s actions
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BILL ASHTON
LOOKS AT

THE FADING
POWER OF

THE MEN OF

THE PRESS
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F M 'HE START of a new year, following close-
ly upon the closing of three newspapers —
Post (Transvaal), The Sowetan and Sunday
Post — plus the banning of two well-known
Black journalists — Zwelakhe Sisulu and

Viarimuthu Subramoney — provides a con-
venlent moment to survey the state of the
game 10 the Government’s sustained harass-
ment of the Press

The operative word 1s ‘‘harassment’” That 1s to
.ay, although there are many laws that could
iffect the Press, a good deal depends upon the
.1gour and intensity with which those laws are

._
._
M nvoked and applied to newspapers

In my view, the manner in which these laws
{ ire at times applied constitutes the kind of
& ;m_.mmmﬂmnﬁnm_nimﬁmaﬁcE_”_Eamﬁm.m:aSnc-

il

e ok Bk AR AR e e e e TR AR T

A kel gy e Ol e ekl

struct the free flow of news
One of the most perfect examples of this

nrocess was the prosecution of the Editor of the
w4 Sunday Express, just over a year ago, for crimi-
>4 nal hbel It would be hard to find a more far-
VY tetched, cloud-in-cuckoo-land prosecution than
that
“4 Not only did no reader of the Sunday Express
4 tnow who had allegedly been defamed, but 1t took
the State weeks, perhaps months, of 1ntensive
research to discover who the “vietim’ was who
had been hbelled And the full power and machin-
ery of State was invoked to bring a prosecution
tor ecriminal Itbel agamst the Sunday Express

The Sunday Express, at great financial cost,
was acquitted — and these appalling proceedings
<simply leave one with a sense of outrage

Before I come to Mr Sisulu and the three
recently closed newspapers, let me quote a few
more examples to show how the campaign of
harassment operates — a one-way campaign 1S
what 1t looks like to me

The Rand Daily Mail some time ago published
evidence (during the Information Scandal days)
given before Judge Mostert Within days the

paper was charged with contempt of the Erasmus
Comimission, _uﬂﬁ.ﬂm.w:.. to court Se i e _ T e T T e j
___I . "
I

and convicted (the Rand Daily , | _m
Mail was later acquitied on These manipulations happened three papers They were not the | ___w. awy m% ._—om—l _sm_ﬂ<—m
1 » ~

appeal) . quite a long time ago, but the victims of an “injustice’’ True, | AN .
The poimnt to notice 1s that no latest mformation we have 1s the strikes made things difficult, § S % A former Editor of the Sunday Express and .

time was wasted The State went  ‘‘the police are investigating’ but m fact, difficult or not, the |. Yy ) now South African representative of the Inter- _
%ﬂﬂwﬂﬂmmm it were, with all U b ouess that af it B oS contravened ; , : national Press Institute takes a look at the _.

was the Argus or SAAN which Mr Justice G A Coetzee, with | | : 4 Opposition Press and some of its _0:—.=m__mnm . 1
. The Eastern Province Herald had been up to that kind of mon- respect, gave a perfectly sound ﬁ_ | ______ﬂ__ ______7 _w | who are under siege as 1981 dawns. ,f N ] |

VA reported a speech made by an key business the State would Judgment in ruling that the three |
oA e , 03 An An lican hcwve »onneed alon time a o newsza * ¢« to meet the ® Zwelakhe Sisulu — under house arrest |
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bishop 1s a respected member of
the commumty — to report what
he says 1s the normal part of a
newspaper S business

Yet, for that report, the Fast-
ern Province Herald was
promptly prosecuted on a crimi-
nal charge of having contravened
the Prisons Act You will note
that no time 1s wasted 1n visiting
the law upon these alleged

transgressors

By contrast — and 1t 15 a most
remarkable contrast — we have
one of the greatest scandals 1n
the South African newspaper hus-
tory — the fraudulent manipuia-
tion by Perskor of the circulation

figures of three of its papers

One of the newspapers, whose
daily sales were nflated by sev-
eral thousand copies, was none

ar than Die Transvaler, wide-
?;h known as the official National

_Party, organ

‘in terms of the' same Internal
Security ,Act which deals with
the inmocuous formality of news-

paper registration and
publication- -

One of the chief lessons of the
ban on Mr Sisulu 1s that the
Government not only no longer
cares about Press freedom, but
it doesn't care who knows 1t

What makes the affair so dis-
tasteful and offensive to all nght-
thinking people 1s the fact that
Mr Swisulu’s alleged offence or
transgression remaimns a secret
-~ a mystery He does not know
what the charge agamst lm 1s
Neither does anyone else

In my view, that degree of
ignorance applies equally to the
people who have banned Mr Si-
sulu They don’t know either Of

(1 €]

That, broadly, seems fo be the
state of the game, and 1t brings
me now to the closing ef Post
(Transvaal), The Sowetan and

Sunday Post

As everyone knows, these
papers were bedevilled by
strikes, and on that account
they were unable to publish
regularly, or at all. They
were, m fact, forced to
close because their fatlure
to publish ameunted to a
contravention of the Inter-
nal Security Act

TR

ust 1n passing, it 1S Interest-
mg that formal rules govermng
newspaper publicaton should oc-
cur, 1 of all places, an Internal
Security Act — but that 1s by the
way

ot

Let me make one thing quite
clear about the closing of the

£ _ﬂ::‘:';"’}'- liq&hﬂ"“- N PW‘*'I""'TH'T::' TR T T e
1"1_,;':.! S I 1654 'n

R T TP dy @ it '
course,; they will claim that they  citizen (for whom I

think they know — but that 1s not
the same thing as actually know-
ing — and it just isn't good
enough

We have reached the sad
state in South Africa when a
man’s liberty, freedom and
civil rights often depend on
what some security expert
“thinks’’ or upon the so-
called “information” which
a security boss decides to
equate with fact or truth

SRR

It requires very little presci-
ence o foresee that, for newspa-
pers 1n South Africa, a rough ride
1s ahead in 1981

How does the ordinary average

requirements of the law . Fur-
thermore, the judge raised the
pertinent pomnt that durmng the
Argus company’s difficult prob-
lems last November the Argus
could have asked the Mimster of
the Interior to condone the con-
traventions, which were obvious-
ly beyond the Argus’s control,
but failed to do so

The Mimister might well have
granted the request, since 1t hies
n his discretion, after consulta-
tion with the Mimster of Justice,

to do so

But even if, m that regard,
Argus were at fault, I cannot
help wondering whether, 11 2 df-
ferent political climate, the Min-
ster might well have decided not
to wait for the Argus to come to

them for condonation
I cannot help wondering wheth-

er, in a different climate, the

- on

ol L TS Tl

developments”

Regrettably, there 18 a tenden-
cy to say ‘‘there’s no smoke
without fire” or to dismiss the
matter with the complacent re-
flection “I'm all right, Jack It
couldn’t happen to me”’

This may be the moment, then,
to remund all citizens that free-
dom 1s indivisible, and that when
somepne else’s freedom 1s arhi-
trarily restricted, your own free-

dom 18 necessarily threatened as
well

I can do no better, to bring the
message home, than guote what
Pastor Martin Niemoller said m
Germany 1n 1939 of Hitler’s Nazi
regime With each New Year 1t

have the
greatest respect) look upon these

Minmister of his own 1n1t1at1vf,
might not have said, in effect “1
see you are having great trouble
with strikes The law gives me
the right and the discretion to
intervene In tha circumstances I
shall be happy to do so 1 accord-
ingly condone your acts of
omisston ”’

But that would be expecling
altogether too much m the pre-
sent climate That view would
seem to be remforced by the fact
that Mr Sisulu, news editor of the
Sunday Post, has heen banned
and placed under house arrest —

™ , e Lo "
becomes more and ‘more appo-

site for us

““They first came for the
communists, and I didn’t

speak up because I wasn’t a
communist.

“Then they came for the
Jews and I didn't speak up
because I wasn’t a Jew.

‘Then they came for the
Trade Unionists, and I didn’t
speak up because I wasn’ a
trade unionist,

*“Then they came for the
Catholics and I did not speak

up because I was a Protestant

“Then they came for me —
but by that time there was no
one left to speak.”
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speed and satisfaction,
that the registration of
the newspapers tmes-
tion had lapsed,™ -

«Since  Goverdment
spokesmen tend to make
inegplicable ¢larmy
about thelr devotion o
Pregs |, freedom:  swhilst
simuitannusly INCreasing
tire stranglehold -on the
collective editorial neck,
1 18 worth recalilng
what powers the
Governinent &mlds, and
regntagly ¢ - evercises,
agamst the Press o
dria., -

Wa*all know, or ought
Y Rndw; T that  ‘the
vaerrnmenh has
unlimited power to,ban
newspapers, « as 1t did
Jjust over 'two years ago
m 4he ‘case "of the
neu{_spaper The Worlﬂ

A" more ;qsidinus
powdr, sice its esercise
15 usually unknown to
tne pPublic, 18 the power
to prevent the rems-
tration of new

WWMMHW__
Sy, e

" T

LI
newspapers by requiring

a deposit of up to
20 000 whiel: 13 hield by
the Governmenf as &
kind of guarantee of
“wnod  behaviom™  and
which 18 foriested if the
newspaper erts ui the
optmon of the relevant
ninister,

Quite o large number
of newspapels lhave
been prevented from
registering under this
provision

Doeonlion

Then, agam, the
avthovities can achiewc
control in less dramatic
ways than the bannng
of the newspaper i1tself
by banning the Jour-
nalists whose stories,
reports or activities the
offictals of Governmeit

dislike.

Tiig step has been
faken with great fre.

<

guency did, as alieady
abserved, hoes been used
Giice motre m the 1ecent
Mwdasa strike

The bannmyg of wdivi-
diual jJouinalists 1n  a
hatsh action whiell -
volves  loss of the
journaint’'s hivelihood
4nd the drastic restirice
Tiunn of his freedomr of
movement and e
pPression, (Uite apart
from the myury to frec-
dom  of
cencral

Nevertheless, ag harsh
as the banning of a
ournalist may be, 1t 13
probably  less feared
than the use of deten-
fion  powers  against
pressmen - especlally
the dreaded ndefimte
detention under Section
G of the Terrorism Act.
We should recall, in re-
{erring to the Terrorism
Act, that many of the
attivities which it covers
have hittie o nothing to
do with terrorism 1t any

speech’ m

v r“,tm;ﬂ'fww u

ordinary or acceptable
sense,

Fmallv, though {this
does not complete the
113t of controls on the

Press, there 1 the
posstbulity of prosecu-
tion under 3sweepinyg

laws such as the Qfficial
Secrets  Acl and  the
Prisons, Pohlice and De-
fenco Acts., “Navigating
through 4 minefield” is
an understatement of
the difficulties of
running a newspaper in

e . - p
; 1] 1'*! c ;ij -~ !f B ]
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By TOIY
MIEHTHERA

PROFLESSOR OF

LAW AT
NATAL UNIVERSIT

B

guyr coutliry.

It 1s bad enough that
such pouers eamst, but
what 15 worse 15 that
they may be evertised
m an  arbiary . and

. capricious mdJsdner
When a newspaper 1§
banned or a journdlist
detained or banned, the
responsible official 19
not legally requured to
account to anyhody for
hus action The persons
against whom the action
15 taken are not entitled

- ———
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to a statement of the
case agamnst them, to a
hearing before an Inde-
pendent body o1 to an
opporiunity to put their
Owil case to some impar-

tial adjudicating
authority. r

The law has been so
framed as to deny the
right of  procedural
justice, 1 the eve of
the law the muusier's
word is justice The
words of Gilbmit and
Sullivan sum up per
fectly the situation in
which the law has put
the minister.

The low 15 the true

embodiment

Qf everythwurg that’s

ergellent

it nas no hind of

ittt or flaw,

And I, wmy lords,

e—mbady the law,

These words are
worth remembering
when ministers ghbly
assure us that they are

acting 1n the mterests of
the public or (wath

-=l.'t

¢. Tripint

more brass) that they
are protecting Press
fieedom when they res-
trict journmahsts  or
Newspaners

R M-
wsuciale Press
What 15 truly signmifi-
cant 15 that these same
minisieis Hre net
preparad to submit theit
decisions {0 mdependent
scrutiny, even by the
judges whose mtegrity
they advertise almuost od
nauseuwn:, Ir needs to he
ashed why ow coults
are not trusted 1o do
justice where  Prass
ireedom 15 involved
oes the Government
fear that they nught get
to the heart of any mat-
ter subnntted to them?

Readers who have
travelled abroad will
know that while our

Press does criticise, and
sometimes sharply, 1t 15
by Western standards a
very mid and moderaie
one, Apart from the
need 1o work under
legal restraints which do

Second, the Press
tends to focus on the
moral shortcomings of
Government policy and
actions. It 15 a kind of
moral nurror in which
the Government can see
is own image, and the
sight 18 frequently not a
pretty one, Thiy etpltum
the irrational outhursts

Airamst the newspapers

‘they produce a discom-
fort of conscience which
15 Irrationally countered
by transformmng  the
Press mio a uaitorous
(nemwv aanking with, f

nat beyond, the com-
mumsis, the ANC ¢t
cetera,

Two inore journalists
have become victiins of
this kind of response.
Themr fate, and that of
the Press, 38 a sad one,
H 11 1ronmie, however,
that by this action the
Government wealkens 1i3
power 10 achieve a
peaceful accommeodation
with rvals and harms
1ts nternational position

to a degree that its peo-
ple can 1l afford.
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The Star Burean
LONDON - Mr Ken Ash-
ton, general secretary of
Britain’s WNational Umon
of Journalists, wained m
Lopndon of a enewed
Governpent  attack  on
Press freedpm p Soulh
Afiica

On g retnm to Brfain
vesterday affer bhemg re-
fused entry to South
Africa, Mr Ashton said
fhe Press was coming un-
dor incieased Government
pppLEession

There were 40 South
Afiican journalists facing
possible jail sentences un-
der laws such as the In
ternal Security Act, he
sald,

Mr Ashton went 1o
South Africa at the re
auest of the Trades Upion
Congress to help the ‘e
tha Workers Associatiun
of South Afiica which
bepregents  black  journal-
Isty

]

—_—




——
e o —— e T aT il
.ﬂ.—I-L. skl i I sle— L e— a dear rim. s Tel.

¥ ! TP RIS G LR =
Y/ SRS &8
?ht WOl o

ST B

o strike

On the surface, the

3-week strike by

he Riediz Workers’
. Assgciation of

~

—
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3otk Afeice Arong editorial execu-  on  Dallag nrght  ended  jonrnansm” shouldm’t tam- Now wiat? Was BMwasa which dees not belleve in moil znd agony they-we!
D0wike: AITVICS tives the prevaihime feel-  early by request) per with facis or aceuracy  zeiunally {akirg ;i serious- objectivity at all goes  being rlunged mto oOW
ﬂwmﬁﬁmmv was me was that Mwaez was * % % at all but that 1t really l1y™ down about as leadenly as  the question of how far |

) . s pat hiwaza Much of Mwasa’s hostility means lecoling those aecu- Vell, ves the suggestion thst they  support a rival orgamis
mzinly te do with tryig te destroy the libe- o o o 1 Tiberal Press &€ facts withia a frame- “Tre ve challenged the Should —submerge thewr ton winch had made

‘he unusual
deinand that
“trikers be paid
“irike payv. But
‘here was clearly
101 o the Press
trike than mct the
~ve, §ite firsl
rompreliensive
weonnt of the
sackgrounnd
zppears in the
current edition of
Frontiine rraga-
mﬁ.w_ﬁmmﬁ
XEFPECES are
renublished from
at article. which
is by the editor
of Fromtiine,
Denis Beckeit

AR

el

ge

N not )
For years fhe>s have bagn

ral Prégs, for the sske of
removing the prime ¢beia-
de  to  polarisat.on and
clearing the groungd  for

that muech-predicted clash

of opposiug patonalism
from <which in the long
run thers ¢an he onl ore
wIinnceys

Thar seems yniitkely, f
‘for no othe, reason thaz
fhat the strikers hed
mouihy {g feed Eul 1t 18
witheui  foendotion

mutteringd amppg  plack

-journsl sts that fie Lberal

Prese igmorez ifsuss: of
nat.ornal Felevohice for the
sake of offering rrelevant
fitaflaiidp to whrics

In this respec: the
strize could hardly have
come a2t 2 more apposice
fire The- gragt Who-
Shoi~ R hystem f2853
the middle * ging 1ine
point z top.cal edge way
bevond what could hav
been exzpecied

“I couldn’t beglheve my
eyes,” sald one  striker.
“The employers keep tell
g us how thedre on eur

was aimed at the lijberals
worship of

obiectvity
The essence of the com-
plaint wgs that ‘oblectiii-

ty’" zs seen thioush white

gieg 15 really a bias i
favonr of continuity

= Jaherzalism 1 2n ideclo-

gy whenrn a liberal
speaks from his  ideo-
logical platferm he can by
ig siretch of the polincal
vorahulory ol dp be
chjeriive,” said a lezding
article” 1 Rwasa’s bulle-
un )

- t

M -

Cled?]y, the idea of “com-
mitted jJournshsm’ foes
noi make tae Hest bedfel-

“low with the stgple mazm

of the establishad Press
that “comment s ftee but
facte ave gaecred 7 - )
" Howrever, there 15 _room
for doubt as o guite how
sacred the facis ever are,
evenl 1 the guarters
which pay the most enthu.-
glastic irpeseryvice to the
maxim  And 1t may be
that the two Dprincples

are not wholly wrrecoaci~ -

iable ~- .
Within Mwasa there are

scme pecpie whio hbelieve

that facts whith damage

wers of the overall quest
for liberzstion

you ol <
Therzr was gome effert o

bring out the few biack
journalists emploved -b:

™ pther companes, with hit-

tie cucress At one black
agazine, knovwn for LS

“nigh payv, repcoriers tentof-

-

-, - £ = o -
ive:ry gsuggesier thial iney

snould regpord to the
nat.cnol ezid
“Fine.! said the editor,

“vou’re welrome 1o sinmieo
i support of the rzies
the Cape Herzlg 1m  de-

mand.ng We'ild reduce
¥ycuyr salzries io those
Tates” T he repgiters

staverl &t work
W S

it was not Tiew 10 anvone
in thke profession  that
many blacks had scorned
the greal irmumpns of the
Fress — the Info Scandal
and &0 on — s1ce they
aldnt change the system
Neor that there were
blaecks who hagd =zero
interest i those vears of
wellineanimg bt mmeffec-

hberals who 2are always
talking a2bout blzck
rights’. says one of Mwas-
a’s legd.nz Lights. “and
thevy™e turred and run
They went to go on ed:-
tor.alising about change
They dont want t6 ses _t
happen”

'S~ e

1809 Were aspeg's which
weld have made a log-
cian we?p At the Rand
Darly Mail severn! white
joursatisis vent on strike
In protest against the Post
dizimissals {wiceh hzd n

any case bpegez promptly
followed v by a *“re-
engagement’” gifer)

Here were the staff of
On8 Company stmiing 1n
protest against the uncer-
tain sacking of erxgpleyees
of ansther ecompany Who
hagd been stmiung in sob-
damty w.th & th.td lot of
str.gers who were alrezady
long since back at work

* e
Objactivity and “balance”,

(which 13 the official Ley-
WOrd In the Argus come-

staadards of efficienier ior
the sake of providing a
decision-making role for
blacks

Whith 15 exactly svhat
fthe cther largze underlying
185ue amounts t

If change 15 tn 1nean
anything, Mwasa people
argue, If Iust mean a

black role 1 making decl-
siens and formng

dozs change boil down te”
A more benevglent form
of white control, with
duly trommed ang educafed
blacks slowiy sictiing inte

top 10bs in tweniy oo
forty wears nme”?

oy yty e
The Dbesses espceuse the
cause of neon-racal.sm
To many of the black
Jjournalists norn-racialism
18 a dirty word Toat 1s

net because they hate
whifes -~ the actuiial level
of gut racism among the
militants tends to be less
than among many of the
people who present z ja-
baas exterior -~ bu-c
hecause non-racism wourld
in practice leave whites as
the leaders and biagks 2s

direc.
t1ons Withoot that, whot- .

regular practice of kicksy
them 1 the festh, ar
had for a loag while tric
to have their unisn, no
tha open one, expelis
from the Internation
Yederation of Journalis
to leave sole represent
tion to 1iiself, the racial
exclusive one

The white journabs
nad grown so used fo ti
official  black consciov
ness line that lLibers
were irrelevant, getting
the way of black se
exXpress.on, h¥pocritic.
and so ¢, that many he
come {0 bhelieve this w
Just moerale-boost
beating of rituwal drurn
Now, 1t suddenly seem.

that mayvbe the blac
meant it after all *
* % &

The root of the proble
i1s the demand fth
change he locked &t w1
the impailence of the v
lims of discrimmaty
rather than the measur
telerance of its mo
ethical beneficizries,

How far this stretelu
who knows? Even with

X - e
s:de, and doing theiT best  he  oapse must be sup-

pany’s editorial policy
for the black man, and 50058 But this 15 by no

. Bive leadmg art.cles., Nor
fowards race 1ssues) clear-

that black journalists

—

Mwasa there are ma
who sesk nothing mo

followers  °
Laberal journalisis de-

erery 1ihe 1 open & PRPeY  meanc a bhaliet ‘unique to  reiected the 1dea of hav ¥ Iook somewhat it $
e 15 a lot . of A ject 1€ G: nE - = nounced Mwasa 1n itones _than speedier progre
u_m..d.._ﬁ,uwﬁ_ﬁ..,Hﬁm.,J ece G Mwasa, althousm when g the black readery’ con- f®rent irom the diming- ¢ hostilrty  previously  withun the existing rul

rooms of Sandion to what . A . ]
they do from the queue at .teserved for the govern

the pass office - . ment The'  dormant wiite

you're +twisiing facis In
oider fo support the stat-
us guo it 1s a8 lof easier to

cept of change direected
by people with swimming
baths

of the game and who he

roETalime
PIogt np desire tg sfart elect:

*That 158 the real prob-

T

and servants and ratdieal resentment of _their own bosses A
,._muﬂ; For the ﬂ?wmmm apart- ﬁmamrmmm yourself that - the benefits of whiteness In the edrorml c¢on- bhlack consciousness M@Hﬁmmm ttself has a certs
heid is just one 0f many  youre being objechive than  and wealth. But all that, ference rooms, though, became épen. .- 'Mwasa’s ~difficulty in sustaining
toples fo deal with For it 18 when youre twisting - too, had become old hat, the i1dea that the profes- . name was

punned . into Emrﬁ to be the represc
“Medioere”™ Workerg Asso- tative of the ideas of t
_aafion. -, - B . .° people Vangnard, mayt
~but what 18 representasta

s 1t makes eeverything

_ x u them the other way taken as a stock exercise
. <.else mmsignificant.)’ | .

5 ¢ S . rmw any casg, there are  which was gaod for grum- _craws should diltte therr
< - {(Evadently not.everyone  oiher Mwasa pecple who i:bling amd °blowing off own iGeas of obhjectivity
- . agreed A Mwasa meet:ng say that ~ “commitment o steann. ’ - ' »favour of an ethie

sionals and the wmerio-

. Many whte journalists
+ strongly -resSented “the tur- . -15 difficult to pmn down.
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' Debets oh/ Hars

Staff Reporter national president, and Mr

THE Southern Transvaal Re- Marimuihu Subrimoney, Natal
gion of the Media Workers' As- vice-president, with three-year

sociation of South Africa wiil Panning orders wm terms of the

meet m Soweto tomorrow mght Internal Secunty Act
to discuss the banning of two of  1Wey were also placed under

Mwasa’s leaders housze artest
Tomorrow’s meeting will be

Last week the Government held at the DQCC, Orlando *
- served Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu, East, at 7pm
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THE Argus Group 18 still wait-

ung for the Mimister, of Internal

*Affairs,” Mr Chris Heunts, to

{3écxde-the fate of three black
{

publications.” |

-2 After a court action faled to
“¥rn' permission 1or contmued
publication -of Post . (Trans-
'yaal),, Sunday Post and The
-gowetan, the group telexed an
. urgent, message to Mr Heuns
on Dedember 28 to allow imme-
@aftje resumption of publication
W %.The janager ‘of Post, Mr
3 Jobn Gat ins, 'said \yesterday.
é #Wé have not had a word from
N thE*l\‘{[lmEtEr yet |’

Wyt ,
. “Mr Heums was asked to use |
\"hig 'power 'under the Internal
+ Securit . Act — the same Act
. under which the three publica-
&:b itiuyg’ registration lapsed”— tul
. ‘eondone the lapsing and set
\ dside the rieed for the'statutory
Y Al-day period before newspa-
{ pers’.can re-appear after!
- pe-registration “

*.‘

;. The ' Government action
qgalpst the papers has caused
an mternational outery
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. venders |
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ﬂ L ralse
" : Own Correspondent )
AR # / CAPE TOWN — The Sociely !
i | for Social Workers (Western
st i | Cape) 1s concerned aboul ser-
' i
oo, ot ., I vice cenditions for newsSpaper
. ; ) ~ | venders
N S f In an open letter to employ-
* . r | | ers, the society said’ “The
'L * question of child vending 18
4 1 | part of a much greater gsue |
b L 1 involving such factors as the l|
: " ¥ | povertv cycle, effective imple- |
RN C . e i\l mentation of compulsory edu-
P T N ' cation and the ethmcal 1ssues
s T e 2 mvolved In a system which
N uses chiid labour ”
SR ; ‘ Regarding accidents, the s0- |
1_-. * ' ‘ , (| cletv said its representations |
L T 11 about the safety, 'ventilation |
Ty, * and mstallation of exit doors i p,
” S L x vehicles had not been effected |,
TR , | The seetety’s surveys showed |
L venders had to provide thew 4
R . own food and were required to ||
P S o huy unsold newspapers The so0- 1
(N L ciety clammed insurance cover- i,
g reT e T age was not explicit The socl- ||
- . ety called for the proviston of 1|
o ! shelters, subsistence in the &,
P S r form of hot soup and sand- }|
,, ) e wiches, protective clothing and |
. AL ) 1 1| msurance coverage lm
ST {1l 'The provincial manager l
| L . " (Cape) of Allied Publishing
.o CoT o Limited, Mr J A Rayner, said |
G g most of the vehicles his com- |
- pany used were open-ended and
T Lo fitted with emergency exit win-
N dows on both sides
C A | He said 1t wa$ not company f{,
For oy . policy to employ youths under
AN L } 15 and that free msurance cov-
;o L ering death and injury was pro-
2 ) Sy e "u: X Vldﬂd for venders ,
.,*r" . o — o Lt
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ZIMBABWE PRESS
l@pm% ﬁ‘fgg il ﬂg. 2\

The Argus gru can take some comfort
from the forced sale of its Zimbabwe
newspaper interests to the govel'nment-
controlled Mass Media' Trust (MMT) Giv-
en the circumstances, the price (R3,2m)
1§ fairly reasonable and the money 18
payable 1n SA where 1t will be available to
help finance the heavy capital expansion
costs Argus faces in buymng new presses
and ntroducing electronic editing

For the rest, only the Zimhabwe govern-
ment can be happy [veryone else —
journalists, Arpus, the Zunbabwe pubhe
and southern Africa as a whole — will lose
In one way or another The Zimbabwe
press will now become an instrument of
official propaganda — in the same way

that radio and TV already are (and were
under the Smith government as well)

sentor white journahists face losing
their jobs, jumor ones the prospect of
curtailled careers: while black journalists
face a future n which 1deblogical recti-
tude rather than -journalistic excellence
will be the likeliest path fo promotion

The Argus press emgire ~ which once
had papers in Zambia and Swaziland, as
well as in Zimbabwe and SA — has been
severely circumscribed *‘We are,”” Argus

chairman Layton Slater admiited to the

'['F

FM this week ‘‘back in the laager ”

How much better 1t would have been if
Algus had found a private buyer for its
40% of Zimhabwe Newspapers (1980) Litd
(formerly Rhodesian Printing and Pub-
lishing Co) Slater assuies the F'Al that
they tried, but no private buyer was
forthcomng, and the MMT was the only
aliernative

Slater pomts out that the Mugabe gov-
ernment cannot be blamed for objecting to
the major shareholding n the country’s
press bemng 1n foreign hands — particular-
ly when those hands are from a country
they ‘‘regard as grosslv racist ”’

Unscemly haste”

No doubt he 1s right, but there seems to
have been an aura of almost unseemly
haste about the negotiations Working
journalists n Zimbabwe have claimed
that the first thev knew of the deal was
when they read about it in the Sunday
Mal

Slater, however, says that senior jour-
naltsts were kept informed — particilarly
at a meeting on December 15 1980, attend-
ed by, among others, Frank Capon, chair-
man and MD of Zimbabwe Newspapers,
company secretary Gordon Simpson, and
the aditors of most of the company news-

papers Heads of departments were

-y

briefed at a separate meeting, Slater says
The situation 15 a traumatic one for
people (both journalist and non-journalist)
who have built their careers in the Zim-
habwe press Argus 1s only guaranteeing
not to desert those who are fired as a
result of the takeover — basically mean-
mng editors and others mm policy-malung
positions who, the Mugabe government
has said, will be replaced by blacks
Others, who choose to resign rather
than accept the situation, have no guaran-
fee of jobs with Argus Slater says i1t will
depend on circumstances 1n each case
Most sentor policy-makers (particularly
edhitors) cannot be offered equivalent posts
in SA Eric Richmond, editor of the Sun-
day Mail, has already accepted a down-
graded post with Argus in Durban —
probably with the Sunday Tribune
Slater savs Argus 18 happy with the
price paid by the MMT Basically Argus
receives the book price of assets which,
Slater says, several exercises showed to
be fair and which accountants appointed
by government also apparently accepted
as fair
However, 1 April last year the F'M
estimated Arguss share of Zimbahwe
Newspapers ¢1980) Ltd to be worth R3 5m
(on current market capitalisation) which

was about R300 600 more than the com-
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pany received On the latest available (hut
shll outdated) figures the FM estimates
Argus sold at a discount of about 22%,
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Thls may be a cheap price for Argus to
pay for getting itself out of a difficult
pohtical situation with a reasonably hefty

oy UL

-t-,|'

shice of capifal payable 1n SA But from

every other pomt of view 1t 1s a most
depressing deal
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!« DPolitical Staff
A third executive member
_of the Media Workers’
: Assocration of South Airica
was today placed under
1 house arrest and served
# with a three-year bannmg
+ order by Security Police,
.~ He 15 -32-year-old Mt
¢ Mathata * 'I'sedu, genelal
frcecretary of Mwasa's far
' north region and a repor-
. ter at Transvaal Posi
7+ ‘The banning order was
}' gorved at his home n
', Seshego, near Pletersburg

% Mr  Tsedws banmng

~eomes-~-on the eve 0f 2
" Mwasa™ executive council
“meetmg where the ban-
. Ring orders of Mr Zwe-
‘lakhe Sisulu, national pre-
sident, and Mr Manmatu
. Subreymoney were fo be
" discussed and their posi-

Another

. tions filled.

Mr Tsedu was to have
aitended the council
meeting but his banning

will now appear on the
agenda.

In terms of the hanning’
order he is restricted to
Seshigo Township and has |
to obtain permission to g0
to FPieteisburg or any-
where else.

A member of Mwasa's
constitutional commitiee,
Mr Tsedu jomed the or-
gapisation i 1978, the
year he was appoinied
Northern Transvaal
Bureau chtef of Post.

The publieity secretary
of the Azanian Peopile’s
Organisation, Mr George
Wauchope, said the ban-
ning must be hnked with
Mwasa’s recent strike
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By DIAGO SEGOLA

ANCGTIER member of {he ex-
i ecutive of the Media Workers’
I Assoctation of South Afrca
(Mwasa) was banned for three
i years and placed under house
arrest yesterday

The banning of Mr Mathats
Tsedn, secretary of Mwasa's
Northern Transvaal region, fol-
lows the bang imposed last
weelt on Mwasa president and

S
—

Sunday Post news editor }Mr
Zwelakhe Sisulu, and on My
Marimuthu Subramoney, a
BBC correspondent and
national vice-chairman and
Natal regional secretary of

Mwasa

In terms of his battning or-
der, Mr Tsedu, a reporter for
Post newspaper, is restricted
{o Seshego, near Pieterghurg,
on weekdays and will be ynder
house arrest over weekends
and on public holidays

He 13 restricted to the magis-
tertal dwstriet of Seshego and 15
required to obtamn permission
to go to Pretershurg

Hig banming order prevents

mm from entering any newspa-
per office or educational insti-
tution and also from attending
soctal and polifical gatherings

Mwasa and the Azanian Sty-
dents’ Organsation (Azaso)
yesterday condemned Mr Tse.
du’s banmng

Mwasa said n a statement
“The banning of Mathata Tsedy
leaves us m no doubt abont the
tntentions of the South African
Government
+ “The mtention 13 to destroy
Mwasa hy mckipg at the lead-
ership Mathata Tsedu’s contr-
bution, hoth as a journalist and
a sentor Mwasa member, obyi-

1 ously did not go unnoticed by

the Security Police
The stgtempnt gald the latest

" banming "had followed events

which began with the banmngs
of Mr Sisulu and Mr Subra-
money and the refugal to allow
Mr Ken Ashion (of the British
National Union of Journalists)
entry into Scuth Afrieq

In its statement Azaso sald
‘“The natwonal executive of
Azaso condemns n the stron-
gest possible manner the ban-
nmng of our comrade, Mathata
Tsedu
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f Argus meet €04
; 6 0 o Q/’
Minister on &

r— J—

Staff Reporter allow mmediate resumption of

hlication
THE Argus Group management DU
has :mutﬁtg the Minister of Inter- " Mr Hi‘;“ﬁﬂ‘-;g? %ﬁf%ﬂﬁrﬁﬁ
' nal Affairs, Mr Chris Heums, to 5 pOwW

Security Act — the same Act
; digenss the fate of three black e Y hch the three publica-

i
% publications tions’ 1egistration lapsed — to
| The meeting took place after o100 the lapsing and to set

a pertod of almost two WeekS o040 tne need for the stattory
Government sijence onwhether o0 woak neriod before news-

publication of Post (Twans- Lo an re-appear after re-
4 vaal), Sunday Post and The Eegmmtmn

Sowetan, could be mmediately Y1 "aan take such a decision

resumed after consultation with the Min-
; My Hal Miler, managing di- igter of Justice, Mr 1 J
| rector of the Argus Company. Coetsee
: qaid vesterday a ‘‘firm” an- The Government actiop
| swer could be cxpected from  aganst the papers has caused
Mr Heums within a week sn international outery

istration of the then in a siatement, 1ssued yes-
strﬁ:eeg-hlt papers lapsed at the terday, Mr Miller said ;
end of November because they “1 have yesferday dlscuiqse
I had not been published for with M Heums t?e app l(fla-
mote than a month tions by the Argus Company 10T
After a court action faled to  registration of the th:ree news-
win permission for continued  papers and also the Lunipar?yé
publicationt of the newspapers, application for cnndnn? 1?1 A
the Argus Croup telexed an {he lapse of their regf:is ra 01
wigent message to Mr Heuns “We now expect a firm reply

it
' on Decernber 20 asking him to  within a weelk
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executive
| member of {he Medig
Workets' Assoewation of
South Afrtea (Mwasa) was
banned yesterday for
three years and house

Another

L]

arrested
¢ He 18 Mr Mathata Tsedy,

secretary oir Mwasa’s
northern Transvaal
region  His banning
follows closely bn the bans
mpnsed last week on the
Mwasa president, Mr
Zwelakhe Sisulu, and Mr
Marimuthu Subranfoney a
vice-president

Mr Tsedu, a reporter on
Post, 1s restrieted to
Seshego, neal Pletep-
stuirg, on weekdavs and
will be under house arrost
| over weekends

Mwasa condemned the
- banning, saying it lett
- them 11 no doubt about
. the Intentions
government

“The intention 1s to
- destroy Mwasa by prcking
at the leadership.” —
DD,

Keorchnot wins

MERANQ — Soviet exile
Victor Korchnoi won the
woild chess eandidates
final yesterday when West
Germany’s Robert

SI2qUIBW 050007 : ©

t:if} the

'SlaCuBW OROZZ : SUC

Heubner gave up after
elght completed games

Huebner pulled out
becauss he was exhatisted
from the strains of the
three-week-old tour-
pament - SAPFPA-AP.
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press coveraget®?

JOHBANNESBURG — The
fajlure of some news-
papers to report certain
evidence heard by the
Steyn Commission in-
vestigating the media may
be consitdered tn the com-
mission’s final report, the
chairman, Mr Justice M
T Steyn, said here yester-
day

Judge Steyn said at the
start of a public hearing
that newspapers had 1g
nored a lengthy debate
between the commission
and representatives of the
Southern African Society
of Journalists (SASJ)

The press chose to
reflect only certain issues,
he said

SASJ president, John
Mr Allen, said yesterday
the SASJ was not opposed
in principle to the govern-
ment openly owhning news-
papers as long as a diver-
sity of opinion was
allowed. It did oppose
political control of the
mecdha

While the SASJ believ-
ed 1t too early to judge-the
effects of the Zimbabwe
Government’s take-over of
the press, it opposed the
move 1f 1t lessened press
freedom

Mr’ Allen said of jour-
nalist strikers, there was a
difference between stopp-
. ing the “press flow of in-
formation’’ and the
government closing down
a newspaper

Dr H P Botha, Chief

Director of Health

Promotion, said an\ st
departments should strive
for closer ties with the
media

Dealings with the press
had proven them general-
ly reliable, clear and ac-
curate They avoided sen-
sation and most reporters
were responsible in their
approach to health
matters, he said

Mr Ton Vosloo,editor of
Beeld, warned the com-
milssion that the
government's “excellent
opportunity” to present
1ts case favourably to the
Rea%an administration
would be lost 1f press
{freedom was curbed

In the US, Press
freedom was an indication
of the freedom of a
country, he said

In South Africa people
were agitating, within the
press, not for an
overthrow of government,
but of the Western
capitalist system, Mr

Vosloo said
He > suggested the_ex-

isting Press Council be
given additional powers to
protect people against
“unbridled” reporting, to
protect the media from in-
terference and to in-
vestigate alleged
transgressions of the
Press Code

The commission’s next
public hearing with sub-
missions from the new.
spaper Press Union, will

be 1in Cape Town on
Wednesday — DDC
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*IDBA PITYYL man of the Media Workers,

Association of South Afrl-:
ca (Mwasa), has been coll-:
demned by the . Mwasay
execufive and the, SASJ.
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Mr Phillip Frederick Mtim-
kulu wag yesterday clec-
ted acting president of
the Med)a Workers Assg-

clafion of South Africa |
(Mwasa),

S TME7 Qﬂﬁld o

|
" IDOA The decision was taken at :
. 10 & national couneil meaef.
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“'MR PERCY QOBOZA' -

: ;\ir Percy 'Qoboza has re-
!rl signed as editors of Post A V¥V ¥

| Transvaal and ~Sunday:
1 PUEt- JJ - -" :}

: J PEITYl
| \ Mr Hal Miller, manag-j, -
ing directown gf the Argus 1} 104
. Company, said he "had) uyop

recerved' a telegram from
Mr Qoboza in Washingion
today: .Ar Qoboza, who
{ had been ‘on- sick leave, d Hd
left . Johaunesburg-sudden-
Iy at the Eveekend.ﬁ o rxpad

11|, His telegram read:
) “Recent , Government :ac- Li?_il.
; tions on' black Press and NOGS()
" hanning.of blagk: journal-
15t | have forced: me .10
. tepder-my resignation, as-h y o
%ditur L of :P?ISt' . gﬁfgﬂlﬁ
. 'S have liked to, discuss mat-
JUSPNLS . ior with: youldn detal last fr 0
5z 1.1, Wednesday, bui' consulta- Fr=m
' ‘, tior’ with my Jawyers;took 99
. longer than, expected,:An
" rushing foif to. conferénce
:'in-8ierraskeone A
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resigns

JOHANNESBURG ~— The
editor of Post Transvaal
and Sunday Post, Mr
Percy Qoboza, 'yesterday
resigned his position after
shipping quietly out of the
country to the United
States at the weekend

Mr Qoboza’s dramatic
move caught even his
employers by surprise. Mr
Hal Miller, managing
director of the Argus Com-
pany, said he received a +
telegram from-Mr Qoboza
In Washington yesterday.

'The telegram read. ‘‘Re-
cent government actions
on black press and bann-
mmg of black journalists
have forced me to tender
my resighation as editor
of Post. Would have liked
to discuss matter with vou
in detall last Wednesday
but consultation with my
lawyers took longer than

expected Am rushing off
. to conference 1n Sierra
Leone.”

Mr Miller said Mr
Qoboza, who had been on
sick leave, left here
suddenly at the weekend.
He declined to comment
further.,

Mr Qoboza 'returned
home from a three-month
stay in the US about a
month ago, where he was
editor-n-residence of the
Washington Star and also
Howard Marsh professor
of communications at the
Unriverstty of Michigan.

On hus arrval home, he
was greeted by the
protracted strike by jour:
nalists at Post and other
major newspapers 1n the
country. A state{nent
from LIr Miller at the time
said Mr Qoboza ‘'would re-
main on sick leave at least
until the end of the year to
give full _effect to the
remedial treatment he
received overseas.”

In the meantime Mr Joe -
Letakgomo will continue
to act as editor of the two |,
newspapers.

Both Mr John Gittins,
manager of the new-
spapers, and Mr
Letakgomo declined to
comment. — DDC.

-—




This ‘bastion

o o W
—

- -l

.-" -

emocr

VARIOUS Nationalist
Cabinet ministers at
various times have
found great joy 1n
lambasting the Eng-
lish-language Press 1n
South Africa, accusing
it of being unpatriotic,
one-sided and gener-
ally destructive. They
have advanced a Iittle,
though not much, from
those bygone days
when these newspa-
pers were deseribed
too, by earlier mis-
sionaries of Afrtkaner
nationalism, as the
‘tools’ of an 1mperial-
1st power — Great
Britain

Recently, or not so long
ago at any rate, the
Prime Mimister said that
if a country faced a total
onslaught, ‘then 1t 1s not
only politiczans that must
be disciplined The same
applies to the Press’

Way cleared

The politicians, 1t appears,
have so far done nsufficient
to 1mcur s re but not long
thereafter he appointed not
one, but two successive com-
missions of 1nquiry under Mr
Justice MT Steyn The first
was into the reporting of se-
curify matters affecting the
South African Defence Force
and the Police and the sec-
ond, the way having been
opened by the first, ‘to 1n-
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quire 1nto and report on
whether the conduet of and
the handiing of matters by,
the mass media meets the
needs and interests of the
South African community and
the demands of the times, and
if not how they can be
improved’

Among the observations of
the first Steyn Commission
was that ‘a partnership
should exist between the me-
dia and authortties so that
they can eo-operate in the 1n-
terests of survival in South
Afriea’ and that the ‘State
has a right to protect 1tself
Press freedom 15 not an un-
assallable holy cow’

Steyn, Mark I, gave no 1ndi-
cation of whose 1nterests
would be served by this co-
operation, whether 1t was the
policies of the present party

in power, whites only, all
South Africans or whatever
party was 1n power at any
particular time (the State in
perhaps a general but more
exact sense)

Portents

Perhaps we will have a
better 1dea after Steyn, Mark
II, which resumed its hear-
imngs this week and wvisits
Durban early i February,
has reported on our
shortcomings

After all that has been
said, however, one would
have to be obtuse to the
point of stupidity not to
recognise that Mr P W Botha
and company feel the Press
should be diseciplined and
placed in a leg)slative strait-
jacket to serve the national
(party?) interest in s ‘total
strategy’ to overcome the ‘to-
tal onslaught’

The theme 1s pretty well

that the media should serve
the State, a philosophy
which has tn its chorus most
of the Third World, Russia
and the Eastern bloc who
have been campaigning 1n
Uneseo for almost as many
years as the Nationalist Goy-
ernment has been 1n power,
for what they see as a need
for a New World Order of
Information

It 15 an attitude which 1s

asic freedoms

by

JAMES MCSMILLAN

political, economic and cul-
tural dominance which 1s
alien to the countries con-
cerned and therefore de-
structive of their social
traditions

Individual freedom, along
with freedom of the Press as
an 1deal for society 15 scoffed
at as a form of ‘cultural
imperialism’

Cornerstone

Black governments, some
following their Soviet men-
tors, are making it a corner-
stone of their poliey to take
over and ‘reform’ the Press
as a tool 1n their task of
‘nation building’ One of the
most recent examples 1is
Zimbabwe, where there 1s
hitle doubt that instead of
disseminating objective news
and champilonmng the rights
of the 1ndividual, the four
newspapers recently ac-
guired by Mr Robert
Mugabe's Government will
soon be playing an 1declog:-
cal role 1n explaining to the
people their part in bringing
about the new social order
he has 1n mind

Shortly before the take-
over the Zimbabwean Gov-
ernment’s Mr Enos Nkala
attacked the newspapers as
‘imperialist’ and ‘anti-goy-
ernment’ and called for the
very action which followed
His Prime Minister, too,
reintroduced work permits
for non-Zimbabwean-born
journaiists 1rrespective of
how long they had been res:-
dent in Zimbabwe The sys-
tem, not much different from
the register of journalists he-
Ing suggested 1n some quar-
ters in South Africa, allows
for the immediate cancella-
tion of a permit and the
holder’s expulsion, within 24
hours, 1n the event of a re-
port being held to be offen-
sive — by a mumster, not a
court

. Resnite

EDITOR

and the concept of the Press
as a tool of governments’

He might have added that
the line between one and the
other clearly grows faint to
the point of being oblifer-
ated altogether when a state
legislates (or even threatens
to) for the Press to serve any
interest other than the truth
— fairly, accurately and de-
vord of malice but with its
supreme concern the legiti-
mate welfare of both the in-
dividual and the community
as a whole

It 15 this freedom, no
greater than that of the 1indi-
vidual, which responsible
newspapers seek to preserve
and dictatorial governments,
regarding it as a pnivilege,
desire to manipulate

The fervent hope of all
fair-minded South Africans
should be that after the
Steyn Commission’s final re-
port the Government will
reaffirm ifs commitment to
Western concepts of the free-
dom of the mdividual and
the Press, and stop giving the
impression - however angry
1t might at times become -
that 1t favours Third World
Interpretations of this basie
freedom Mr Botha cannot
continue talking of South
Africa being a bastion of
Western democracy 1f he
does not

——
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cand all other democractes
Gaining "ground
What il;e developing eoun-

tries have in mund has been

|gaining ground ' steadily at

the United:Nations, with the’

"blessings of the majority,
and to a disquieting degree
‘bears some resemblance to
.what has been happening
here Among the ultra-Right

itn South Africa even some of
the language has a famihar

ring )

The Third World leaders
concerned have heen argu-
Ing that just because parlia-

‘mentary democracy, an'

.independent judiciary or a

free Press support individual -

rights and Lberties against
the powers of the State, this
does not mean that they are
untversally desirable They

mainfatn that the ‘foreign"

Press’, international news
agencies, radio and teleyi-
ston which 1s not homegrown
— and therefore subject to

Government control — 1s hy-
percritical of their -

shortcomings and under

then ‘imperialist mantle! °

niteuSTates, ffeerBuFope= " STHa TNew  Information - Or-

der, like the Third World's
sought-after New Economic

"'Order which calls for a re-

distribution of wealth, turns
long-accepted values upside
dnwp ;

. At the mnst‘reueni confer-

ence of the United ' Nations
Educattonal, Screnfific and
Cultural Organisation
(Unesco) 1n Belgrade 1n Octo-
ber the Umted States and
Britain only just managed to'
head off, temporarily at any
rate, the latest Russian and
Third World demands which
would have had the world
body policing the use of me-
dia’satellites, drawing up

+ codes of conduct for journal-

ists and, even regulating the
contents of ther reports

Free-world countries main-
tained that this' would
legitimise politieal control
over the Press and under-
mine any respect. for iis
truthfulness and lack of bias

The chairman of the Inter-
national Press Instifute, Mr
Cushrow. Irani, told the, con-
ference "“There 15 no synthe-
s1s possible between the

“coricept of a‘free Press woik-

.there 15 1imposed on the-de* ‘' ‘ing independently. of..and of-
veloping world: a pattern’'of : ‘ten‘in ‘spite of, governments
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Conflict between blacks
and whites m South
Africa would escalate 1f
restrictions were 1mpased
.on Press fieedom, the
Steyn Commission of In-
. quiry mmto the Mass Media

was told 1n a memorandum

from the South African
Society of Journalists

“The Praess 15 nothing

more or less than a me-
dium of communilcation i1

society,” the Southern
African Society of Jour-
nalists said 1n a memoran-

dum submutted to the
commission n Johannes-
burg.

“If we shut off com-
munication conflict will
escalate, not diminish.”

If the Government 1i-
mited communication be-
tween blacks and whites
nobody should blind him-

* self to the conseguences,
. fthe SASJ warned.

Dissatisfied blacks _were
becoming moire insistent
that their voices be heard

e

o
™

-

T

—_—————

Extracts from a memorandum submitted to the Steyn Commission.

1

Reports by Kevin Murray and Tony Duigan

This was evident n the
number of disturbances,

strikes, and people who

had left the country for
military training in 1976

‘¢*We have a choice.
Either we shut off avenu-
es of talk, wath the Inevi-
table consequences, or we
open them to encourage
tough but nonwviolent
forms of communication:”

One of the gravest prob-
lems facing the South
African community was
an 1nadegquate force of
black journalists able to
articulate the asprrations,
opinions, strengths, weak-
nesses, merits, problems,
pleasures, frustrations and
achievements of the black
community, said the
SAST,

According to SASJ esti-

¢

e L

mates there was one white
journalist for every 1171
whites, but only one black
journalist for every 51 861
blacks

Among the reasons for
this were 1nadequate edu-

cation, Inadequate frai-
ning for blac¢ck journalists,
and lack of understanding
by newspaper ma-
nagernents and editors of
the problems facing black
journalisis.

When whites came ac-
ross strong feelings among
blacks their mmediate
reaction was a desire to
suppress them, to pretend
they did not exist,

“We are not concerned
with the content of black
opinion We are concer-
ned only fo ensure 1t

reaches the ears, eyes and
minds of the whole com-
munity,” said the SASJ.

Only 1f black opinion
was freely articulated

would those in authority
and the community be
able fo identify the needs
and demands of the times.
Unless it was, the
authorities and soclety
would not bhe able to
respond to those needs

and demands.

The SASJ submitted a
quote from Harold Evans’
book *“The Half Free
Press”: “The cleverest sec-
ret agents of the pohece
state are 1inferior to the
prodding reporter of the
democracy ”

South African Ministers

Ll e e e, e

often complained citizens
did not understand the
extent to which foreign
organisations and agencies

were working against
South Africa’s inferests,
miernafional opposition

and the gravity of the
total onslaught aganst the
country

“The GGovernment can-
not have it both ways.

“I South Africans don’t
appreciate the extent of
the “otal onslaught’ there
are two reasons,” said the

SASJ.

First, the Press wasg not
permilited to give them
the information they
needed to make that -as-
sessment.

Second, the SABC in 1ts
desire to project “positive
news’ constantly told the
public how well South
Afrjca, South Africans
and Government policy
were received abroad,
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Mr John Allen .
president,

. SASJ

My John Baitershy . . .
SASJ) vice-president for
Western Cape
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Conﬂict a

"
f There wag an herent
and necessary conflict be-
tween Government an d
the Press in a democratic
+ order, the Southern Afri-
can Society of Jourpalsts
+ (SASJ) told the Steyn
. Commnussion of Inquiry
1nto. the Mass Media

R tﬂdaﬁrr

1 in a memorandum 10
1 the comrssion, the SASJ
. submitted that 'govern-
., ment depended on con-
- sent and co-operation.

‘" But, democracy depexn-
" ded on debate and disas-
reement, and the Press
| was the agent of those
fiwhe disagreed with the
government, the memor-

andum sad.

“Tt 1s mherent In dé-
mocracy ihat while ’Ehe
government of the day 1s

_gomng about the business

* for' which 1t was elected,

there ‘'are open moves

. 'within' the community to
—persuade the electorate
not to renew the govern-

. ment's mandate next time
1t 'gets-a chance {o.vote.

~ “Ope of the most effec-
tive -ways of downg this 18
to criticise the' manner in
i,,z*whl ch the government

| exefcises-the power which
.1t ‘'was given last:time {he
i people had -a chaneer, 0

:“ﬁ','ﬁtE.r 1

¥

[

| 15-doing.’

w1

“The .whole puri‘mse of °
the democrafic system 18
to'.enable ‘the Dpeople 1o
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MR JUSTICE STEYN

)

change their government.

. “That -is ‘why it «has

“been recognised for cen-
furies that the ultmmate
authority of'.the: govern- .

' ment:must lie,m-the -con-

« wont of the. people,” the

; SAST sizbmitted:

— L

t ! i
“. Mt/ I8 therefore quite
“ipevitable ' not. only that
there wiil/be disagreement
_about, the way the govern-
i:,zt?;bent goes abouf s bust
ness but that there will'be
« subjective,” prejudiced and -
biased criticism of what'it

o

PRESS ROLE
The SASJ felt that the

‘ Prime Mimster did not -

fully comprehend the role
‘of the Press m a demo-

. cratie society.

“Without a free Press
to report on the circum-
stances which necessitate
. changes, mneither public
<opmion nor those with
the pohtical ability to
change laws will know
that the relevant circun-
»stanees have atisen,” the

SAST saud..

The socielv also disa-
‘greed with recent
‘statements by the Prime
"Mmister ecalling for “justi-
fied, constructive” crib-
cism. |

“Crmteism does not
have to be ‘justified’ be-
fore it.can be freely publi-
tshed in a democracy.

t«*Nior does criticism
have 1o be ‘constructive’
hefore 1t should be publi-
shed.

“I is sufficient that the
eriticism 18 lawful

“If 1t 18 newsworthy, a
newspaper 1s entitled to
publish 1t ”

The memorandum said
a government which mter-
fered with the Press was
no different to the mon-
arch who heheaded the
bearer of bad news and
rewarded the bearer of
good news

DISTORTED

In each case the mes-
sage hecame distorted to
“satistyl* the receiver, —-
u{l 1t was not delivered at
all.

“If a room 18 too hot
you don’t attack the ther-
mostat You look fo the
causes” v .~
. Thiws it-'was 1n the
interests . of ~the , society
that. the Press reflected
society’s athtudes so that
the. government was In a
position ' to seek out the
causes of those attitudes.

It was not the function
of journalists to assess
news by any standards
other than 1ts mnews-
worthiness and the lawful-
ness' ofi publishing 1t, the
memorandym said, .

“Freedom of speech 18
not an end 1n itself. It is
the means by which free-
dom is preserved and
protected.

“For that reason any
attempt to it freedom
of the Press — which 1§
hut ane dimension of free
speech — 15 the concem
of all members of the
Enuth African communi-
F-"

There would be m-
stances of Press freedom
bemng abused but that did
mot mean the Ireedom
1fself should be curtailed,
the SASJ submitted,

K
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Press must

push justice

-——Dug a]:'d

PROFESS0R JOHN DUGARD

The Press: in South'

Africa has a special
duty to. promote Jjus-
fice by'means of publi-
city, Prufessnr John
Dugard, Wits Umver-
sity nternational law
expert, says in a sub-
missiogn made hy the
Southern Afrecan
Society of Journalists
to the Steyn Commis-
S161.

“In a country such
as South Africa where
the parliamentary op-
position is numerically
weak and the power of
the courts to mmtervene
in the interests of jus-
tice 15 severely res-
tricted, a very heavy
burden is placed upen
the Press to advance
the 1deals of democ-
racy,” Professor Du-
gard said.,

The director of the
Centre for Applied Le-
ga]l Studies at Wits
University was giving
his assessment of the
pohtical and social ph-
losophy advocated by
the first Steyn Com-
nission — also headed
by Mr Justice Martinus
Steyn — which last
vear 1nvestigated re-
porting of defence and
police matters.

RIGHTS

The first Steyn Com-
nussioh’s report was
premised on the asser-
tion that South Africa
was a democratic
society, Professor Du-
gard said. “But the
commission’s view of
democracy does not ac-
cord with generally ac-
cepted notions, particu-
larly in the emphasis it
placed on: the
sovereignty and safety
of the State and on
the obhgations of " its
citizens.” ;

Himan nghts were
seen.’ by the commis-
ston as heing a “gift of
the law” and therefore

cnnferred or tolerated
by Parliament The
State rather than the
mdividual was seen as
having “malienable
rights,” Professor Du-
gard added

In several places the
commission emphasised
the security of the
State as a prime legal
value and subordinated
the rights of the mdr
vidual to those of the

group.
DISTINCTION

The commission
drew a sharp distine-
tion between the rights
recogmised hy the law
and basic human rights
that may not he recog-
msed by the South
African legal system.

“There 18 no reason
why a commission
should not endorse

political authoritarian-

ism. But when 1t does
so it should acknow-
ledge that its philose-
phy is out of hne with
the Western deme-
cratie tradition.”

The Steyn Commis-
sion repeatedly des-
cribed South African
society and 1ts own
philosophy as “demo-
cratic” but none of the
values of a democracy
— respect for individu-
al rights, equality, con-
trol of government by
the people and the
rule of Jaw — recerved
the unequiveocal sup-
port of the commis-
sion, Prof Dugard said.

This made it mcom-
prehensible that the
comnusssion should so
adamantly proclaim 1its
adherence _to denioc-
racy, he added.

The - commssion’ de-
nied any immdividual had
any... fundamental, in-
alienable rights but
claimed he only had
those rights conferred

im by law.
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Govt plan-for a

f*;‘ "“ﬂ:; :1:‘ F:'..;, Lihi! ‘ ‘ | |
professional role
T b4

Journalism in. South
Africa would grind to a
halt 1f' 1t were 'tg ' be
recognised as'can‘ estab-
Itshe'd profession, the
Southern: ' African”’ Society

of . Journalists ‘warned . -

tﬂday 1

To he regarded as an
established
such as law or medicine,
‘minimum academic ‘quall-
flcations would: be, requir-

ed to enter Journalism, the

SASJ told the Steyn Com-
mission of Inquiry into
the Mass Med:a

““That , ~requrement

would have ,elminated

some’ very ‘emunent jour-
nalists from the- field 1h
thEpﬂStu 4% Er (R | i-[T r

“What  1t, 1s.:ir*.::mﬁlﬂ do. to .

Journalism.. - In¢ 'Soluth

Africa; today 1s beyond.
contemplation, , o

r 1
“Journalism’ would
grindito a-hait!® .

b
4

Thejrstandarﬁ f;}f jour-
would -be des-

nalism
trayed if 1ts ranks were to.
be closed except.to those
academically qualified or}
1if local 7journalists were'
denied _the stiiudus of
working with foreign cols
leagues

-~ A register for Journal- .

L At i

* profession .’

i

1sts ,would create - utter
confuston, because' the

- question, “What is a jour-

nalist?™ must then be

.asked IS
i I Foae 2
' . Recipe compilers, regu-

lar' writers . of letters to
editofs, and ®book re
viewers would be among
those affected.

i

" The, Government al-

ready had absolute power
over newspapers In‘ terms
of the Internal Secunty
Act, !

Newspapers' and jour-
nalists would be silenced
overnight -

“In our opmnlon the

- raising  of questions of
+ registers and- a regulated

Profession from which mn-

. drviduals ean ‘be disquali-

fled manifests a frustra-
tion In certain quarters at

'the Government’s inability

to. bend the, Press’to its

I"’.F.:IH” T o
' "The SASJ urged the

Ccominission to insist that
any proceedings resuiting
In the mposition of any
form'of penalty’ on'a jour-
nalist, mcluding disqualifi-
catton from working, be
subject tp a right of full

dppedl, to the Supreme
Court

T
e — gy A —
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South -Africa’s essentially
raciahstic  attitudes, and
not the Press which mir-
rored the atfitudes, 1t saw,
had made the country an
1nternational parigh, the
Southern African Society
of Journalists told the
Steynh Commission '

“If ‘the essential. <attl-
tude of South Africans 18

. one of racial’ intolerance

and at times hatred, .then
that atthitude will 1nevitab-
ly be murrored in FPress
reports,” .fhe. SASJ’ sub-

[ ]

1

rétPhe argument that
world .opinion 1s against
South Africa because Of
the methods used by the
Enghsh-language Press
over the years 1s entirely
invalid,” . i

Anti.South African feel-
ing rested on the rejec
tion by the free world of
a political system which
.appeared to enshrine’ rac-
1al superiority .

Racialistic comments
over the years by. several
leading , political figures
i the country helped con-
firm the view, held by the -
West that South Africa’s
polictes were based ‘on

| | white superiorsty.” . it
1° + But world opinion did

and would :continué- .to
respond to evidence .of a
change '1n ,South Africdn”
attitudes 1F TV G

" “n *.1979" South -Africa
received ' a@ morg' " favour-
able, Press than..in% any:
other-year 1n the previous-u
three .decades, simply ,on-
the: strength..of  an< aps
parent change”of attitude
as " revidenced 'by
statements of the=Prime
Mimster,” the SASTsaid °
. “The’ gverseas Press had
responded’to ¢hanges and
had encouraged signs’ of.
increastng racial 'toler:
_ance 't would’ be’ naive!to
fhink, that- attitudes.‘could

be' changed, except
through publicity and ex-
o posure. ..

OPEN DEBATE '

“Paradoxically, while
many South Africans
blame the existence'of ‘a
relatively free Press- for
South Africa’s poor image
overseas, , 1t .1s - this, {free
Press’ that creates respect

for' South Africa mterna-
{1onaily. .

“If a political - dispehsa-
t1on acceptable ~to'~all™
South Africa’s. peoples is
to be worked out, 1t wili
be achieved only if the
maximum -, possible ‘free-
dom 1s allowed within
society for the propaga
tron of ddifferent viéws
and open and vigorous
debate,” the SASJT said

But there seemed 'to he
a growing bhelief that not
only “inflammatory;,
speeches” but hard news_,
should be suppressed

Details of racial and
industrial unrest and eons
flicts between police and
public had become 18-
creasingly difficult .to re.
port beécause access to
facts had been restricted
by the authorities.

Restrictions on ' .reports
on facts could never be
Justlflﬁfi without clear
proof of material® disad-

vantage to the public. |
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. By Kevin Murray

T The Southern African
"~ Qootety  of ° Journalists
. {(SASJ) today protested at
> the appontment of a com-
‘.yission  Of  Inquiry 1nto
+, the mass media

[ P |

.. In & memorandum han-
" ded to the (omimission n
‘. Johannesburg, representa-
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- tions  bemng

twes of the SASJ sad
they objected to the 1n-
quiry because circum-
stances mdicated an wnten-
tion on the part of the
Government to extend its
control of the Press 1rre-
spective of the findings or
recomimendations of the
( oI nsslon

The memorandum Wwas
compiled by SASJ pre-
sident John Allen, attor-
ney Mr Kerth Laster, and
SASJ Transvaal vice-
president Mr Chis Smith

“We record that it 15
with extreme 1eluctance
that we are participating
at all in the pioceedings
of this commussion,” said
the memorandum

[Five reasons were given

for the SASJ’s obiection

to the commission

@ The SASJ felt the
Government would extend
1ts control of the Press
niespective of the com-
miss;on's findings

& The COMmISSIon’s
terms of reference werc
“blatantly political issues”

& The SAS] did not
believe a judge of the

Supreme  Court chould
have been chosen as
chairman

Regulations had

heen declared to be appl-
cable fp the commission
whien would prevent free
debals about the pohtical
iseues  which had been
referred to it

& [t was ‘“‘nonsensical
m our opinan” ta suggest
that a <mall groip of
mdividuals were capable
of making scientifically
valid findings on 1ssUes
such as those which had
heen referred to the com-

MISSION. . L s
The SASJ stated 1t felt
fthe commssion should

-1ather deal with the mat-

ter as 1if the {followine had

been its terms of
reference {(The hold sec-

terms) “To mguire o
and report on the ques-
tion whether the conduct.
of, and the handling of
matters by, the mass nie-
dia is econsidered by dif-

ferent members of tLhe
South African eommunity
in meet the needs and
mtere@s of {the communi-

——— . r— — r———
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SASJ addw,
tions fo the presgut’
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report on different views

which are held within the]
community as to how they
tan be improved ” |

Page % Friction will
grow “if Press is restrict-

ad M _
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- Hertzog complaint
ROM 155 [

to Pre

By JEREMY BROOKS

A COMPLAINT against the
Sunday Times by Dr Albert
Hertzog, a former Minister and
leader of the Herstigste
Nasionale Party, was consd-
ered yesterday by the Press
Council

The complamnt arose in con-
nection with an article printed
in the newspaper’s ‘“‘Hogarth”
column on August 31 last year

The article commented on
the achievements of the Post-
master-General, Mr Louis
Rive, on the eve of s retire-
ment, and paid tribute to his
restoration of a telephone ser-
vice previously “reduced to a
hopeless mess by former Mims-
ter of Posts Albert Hertzog"

Yesterday’s hearing was
under the chairmanship of Mr

Justice Osear Galgut, assisted
by two assessors The Sunday
Times was represented by Mr
Kelsey Stuart

Dr Hertzog, in a letter to the
council, said he ‘ objected most
strongly to the fact that my
name has been dragged into an
attempt by the columnist to
praise Mr Rive and, in addi-
tion, to attack me with false
allegations”

Dr Hertzog said the Sunday
Times could easily have estab-
hished the true micture by con-
sulting the relevant Hansard
passages durmg the debate of
the Post Office Readjustment
Bill in 1968, when his successor
as Mmmster of Posts and Tele-
graphs had set out the correct
facts and paid tribute {0 him

The Sunday Times refused to
publish an apology or a correc-

L]

®

L

ss Co

tson, but altered the words “‘re-
duced to a hopeless mess” to
‘“left 1In a mess’’ It added that
during the year of Dr Hertzog’s
retirement the waiting List for
telephones was 60 000, with an
official estimate that the back-
log would take five years tfo
overcome

Dr Hertzog said the reasons
why the Post Office was exper-
lencing problems had been set
out 1n Parhament all income
went to the Treasury and only a
small portion was reallocated
to the Post Office

Mr Stuart, arguing for the
Sunday Times, said that if the
council was to take regard of
landatory passages in Hansard
made by a fellow National Par-
ty memper, then it should also
pay attention to other passages
quoting the shadow Minister,

RN

cil

Mr E G Malan, which were
severely crifteal of Dr Hertzog

Quoting from articles and
surveys written shortly after
Dr Hertzog’s retirement, Mr
Stuart saxd 1t was common
cause that the telephone ser-
vice had been “‘in a mess”

He said 1t was obvicus that
the Post Office was suffering
from a critical lack of capital
during a crucial business hoom
and that the Mimster had not
been forceful enough in getting
sufficient funds for his
department

‘“Whether through mertia or
through msufficient support the
complainant was unable to
obtain the necessary funds
which his successors were later
able to do,”” Mr Stuart said

Mr Galgut reserved
judgment
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EVIDENCE TO THE STEYN CO

IN ITS evidence yesterday,
the Sothern African Saciety
of Jeunaliste (SAST) listed
five majcor reasons for its dig-
approval of the Steyn
Commission
o The ci~enmstances leading
ta the commission’s appoint-
ment 1mdicated, 1in the onimon
of the encrety, an intention on
the part of the Government to
exterd its control of the Press
irrespective of the findingg of
the cornmission,
o The commission’s terms of
refecrence related to blatantly
political 1ssnes,
o The SASJ did not believe
that a judge of the Supreme
Court should have been cho-
sen to chair the commission,
o Regulations were applicable
to the commiszsion that would
pretent {ree political debate
about the political 1ssues
v bich 21 been referred to it
IMonhors of the commission
were given artifieial protee-
ttana which vere not enjoyed
by those who offered them-
geh cg for electon to partici-
pate in the cut and throst of
potitical debate, and
e i¢ wan ponsersical, 1n the
ophuon ¢f the SASS, to sug-
pest that a small group of
individua's were capable of
mating ccienhifically valid
frings on issues such as
thoce which had been re-
fer: -1 to the commi<sion

© ~ character of a political
gqu. ° 1n was not changed by
ags.~ ! non-politicians to an-
gwer 't Nor was it changed
becau-e¢ a Supreme Court
judge was asked to answer it

“Wien he does so he steps
‘Into the political arena He
cannot do otherwise,” the
SASJ said

While the practice of ap-
pointing judges to head com-
mi13sions was designed to sat-
1sfy divergent political
punen no judge couid re-
Tiam above politics if “‘the
rery essence of his task s to

MMISSION OF INQU
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It seemed that the commis-
sion had been set {he task of
decrding what conditions had
to exist to enable a free and

. w ¥ dernocratic soctety to grow in
@ g South Afriea
xn\ ' Such conditions had been
N %%W@% /e

\ | debated for centuries and -
U S +  dividual members of the comn-
/ \\ mission would probably differ

_U.w on the many conflicting
/ views
\ \\ “The suazestion that the

Comission should declare it-
gelf able to reconcile the con-
flicting views of some of the
great mnds of the past and
present in order to deter-
mine the precise ‘needs and
interests of the Sounth African
community’ is bad enough
The 1dea that individual jour-

Judnas Stevn in the political ar

| ——= T S ——

mz*e a political judgment”

A Jtdze was zecentable to
the public ag the chairman of
a comrmniseion because he was
trained and respected for his
ahiity to be mmpartial He
was not gelected and frusted
for other quahties which he
may or mavy not have

"We mean no disrespect to
the Chairman of this Comms-
sion or to the office which he
holds as a judge of the Su-
preme Court But we believe
that 1t vrould be wrong for the
Chairman to believe that his
abilities as a Supreme Court
judge quahify him in any way
to answer the worzﬁmm gues-
tions which will have to be
answered by the Commission
in fulfilthing its mandate,” the
SASJ said

It rejected the view that
additional weight would be
given to the commission’s

nalists and editors should,
thereafter consider whether
publication of the news of the
dav vnll or will not mest
those neceds and interests is
piaced In one or other of two stmply absurd,”” the SASJ
categories the catepories sa1d
of those who lean towards the It did not believe that five
nghts of the State and the i ndiniduals, however objec-
category of those who lean %Y tive or talented., could seri-
towards the rights of the * _ously consider themselves ca-
individual pable of reaching an
The SASJ felt 1t was onti- authoritative and secientifical-

findings or recommendations
becauce the chairman, as a
judge, was better able as an
individual citizen to asnswer
questions with ‘‘explosive po-
htteal”’ overtones

“Ifurtherrnore, we are duty
tound to inform the public

tkat we reject 1t and to ask tled and obliged in the public Iy vaiid conclusion as to ‘‘the

(e to reject 1t as well,”” 1t interest to ask  “‘Into which x needs and interests cof the

£a1d category does the Chairrman | + South African community”’ or
_.H.m._.mm.-m._ wasg _ﬁﬂﬂm._.ﬁm.m-mmu”—m _H_H Hm.:m Gﬂaammm.—ﬂz m_m.w._m_ﬂ.: ._ ..JA :gm ﬁmmamﬂ&m __UM ﬁwwm _“Hamm:

The exercise became
“more absurd’ when an as-
segsment had to be made of
whether ‘“‘the conduet of, and
the handimng of matters by,

There was a danger that |
the judicial role of the chair-
man may be confused in the
public mind with the ‘‘essen-
tially poimtical role”” which, it
seemed to the SASJF, he had the mass mediz’’ meets those
been chosen to play needs, interests and demands

In the seciety’s opinion, the “By the fime the third
appointment of a commssion stage of the 1nqguiry 13
consisting of members of the reached -~ 'how they can be
same ‘‘population group”’ sug- improved’ — we believe that
gested that it was the entitle- any pretence of objectivily or
ment of that particular group scientific precision is mtellec-
to determine the interests of F fually grotesque,”” the society
all South Africans - said

anthoritive reference to the
prejudice inherent in all peo-
ple, 1ncluding Supreme Court
judges Their legal trammng
enabled them to supress pre)-
udice and preference, but 1t
did not disappear

The SASJ quoted from the
autobiography of a former
Judge-President of Natal, Mr
Justice F N Broome, who
wrote ‘‘Nearly every judge
who has anything of a judicial
personality may be
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Commission’s ‘authoritarian® outloolk

“

THE “First Steyn Commis-
sion’' which reported last
year mvestigated newspaper
repo~ting of police and mili-
tars nmatters The SASJ com-
rissinned Professor John Du-
gard, Dircetor of the Centre
for Applicd I epgal Srudies at
the I'niversity of the Witwa-
fererard and ong of the coun-
try’s foremost logal authout-
ties, to acsees tha philosophy
bohind tre report Ihs cri-
tigpie was cubmilted to the
“feeond Etoyn Commmession”
1esterday as pait of the
SAST s memors~dum

P> Derard accused the
(fit *v ecrimnigsion of follow-
ing . 1 Y& thoritori 'un and po-
e1it 15tic’” philesophy which
wis fererm to the philosophi-
ca’ heritape of Yestein
de norracy

Ir= philosophy was ‘‘au-
tho.t 11a1” in that it depict-
ed a et of society i which
th: abscrute govereignty of
tha State was emphasised at
the exper 2 of th2 prime vai-
1 0g of a ¢ s)mocracy —- notably
thz need for the conssnt of
the gove. ¢d, respect for in-
div.duatl hberty and equality
before tt 2 law

T'as w3 apparont from a
number of {eatnres of the
comIniseion g repott
o Jioman 11,7hts were geen as
the “‘gift cf the law’’,
o The Stite, rather than the
individo~l, was seen as pos-
seseing ' (malienable rights’”,
o KEmphasis was placed upon
the security of the State as a
prime legal value,
o The subordination of the in-
terests of the individual (o the
interests of the ‘‘group’’,
which in context is synony-
nous with thas State,

The “crude positivist mes-

sage’ of the 19th Century
which saw law as the com-
mand of the sovereign to a
political inferior coupled with
sanction had been discarded
by modern jurists who es-
poused the positivist creed

“Nevertheless it gtill seems
to to find favour with the
Steyn Commgsion which
draws sharp distinction be-
tween the rights recongnised
by the law -- wviz positive
rights — and basic human
rights that may not be re-
congmsed by the South Afri-
can legal system,’”’ Prof
Puegard sard

While the commission re-
peatedly described South Af-
rican society and its own phi-
losophy as “democratic”’, it
did not uregqumivocally support
any of the four basie principle
legal values of modern
demoreracy
o Respect for the rights of the
individual,
o Equality,
o Control of government by
the paople, and
o The rute of law

The commission denied
that the individval had any
inalienahble, fundamental
rights, but claimed that he
had only those rights that
were corferred upon him by
the Iaw It insisted that there
could be no “right’” without a
nnﬁﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂ-u

it complained that an over-
emphasis on “rights’” and dis-
regard for the individual’s ¢b-
ligations to s couniry and
commumty undernmned (he
task of the Defence Force

The lack of concern shown
for individual rights made it
difficuli to give credence to
the commssion’s professed
support for democracy It

|
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claimed that the ndwvidual
had only those rights that
were conferred by common
law or statute law and totally
1ignored the doctrine of natu-
ral rights, Prof Dugard said

Such rights were recog-
mseced in the three most nota-
ble B.lis of Rights m the mod-
ern world, the US Bill of
Rights, the Basic Law of the
German Federal Republic
and the Canadian Bill of
Fights

The comrmission’s assertion
that individual rights could
not exist wrthout duties was
“jurisprudentiaily unsound”’,
he said

While it is true that moed-

ern social democracies place
greater stress on social obli-
gatton than individual night,
thia shift in emphasis has oc-
curred i the interests of so-
cial and economc justice and
not i order to stress the
‘duties’ of the citizen towards
the State — as suggested by
the Steyn Comimssion,”” Prof
Dugaid said

The commussion was hghly
eritical — and cyncal — of
the concern for human rghts
shown by the United States 1in
113 foreign policy and by im-
plication for the protection of
hum.an nights by international
means

It rhowed disregard for the
‘genuine and well-inten-
tioned” attempts by the inter-
national community to pro-
mote respect {or human

-r1ghts  through international

treaties

““Had 1t consulied these
treaties the Steyn Commis-
sion would have discovered

| that ail emphasize freedom of

expression and the right of
the mdiwvidual to recewve in-

formation through the media
as mmportant human rights,”
he sad

While no demoeracy had at-
tained ahsolute equality for
ifs citizens, they did at least
asptre to abolish man-made
(as opposed to natural) differ-
ences in the treatment of
their citizens

“Certamtiy the allocation of
civii and politteal rights on
the basis of race 18 seen as
incompatible with the legal
1deals of democracy,”’ he
sald

The commission did not
deny the need for equahty in
a democratic society and sug-
gested 1n fact that such equal-
ity -— at least m the form of
equality before the law — ey-
1sted 1n South Africa

““This assertion, baged on
the common law 1deal, com-
pletely ignores the statutory
law of apartherd It 1s hardly
necessary to ligt the vast ar-
ray of discrimmatory laws on
the South African statute
book which have brought the
South African legal system
iitto disrepute,” Prof Dungard
said

Government of the people
did not exist m South Africa
The vast majority of citizens
had no say in the law-making
process of the central, spver-
eign parliament

“It would bave been wiser
for the Steyn Commission to
admit this ohvious fact rather
than to attempt to disguse
it,”’ he said

A number of Socuth African
statutes — notably the Inter-
nal Security Act and the Ter-
rorism Act — elearly violated
the Rule of Law

In his conclusion, Prof Du-
gard said 1n a eountry such as
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South Africa where the par-
Hamentarv opoosition was nu-
merical'v weak and the pow-
er of the coumty i{o intervene
in the mmterests of justice se-
verely restricted, a very
heavy burden was placed on
the Press to advance the
1deals of democracy

““As the Steyn Commission
on the Afass Media is hkely to
consider issues substantiaily
simmlar to those raised in the
report of the ‘First Steyn
Commussion’, 1t 18 essential
that the Second Commission
be persuaded to adjust s
views on the nature of South
African society so that 1t may
see Press Freedom 1n a truly
amﬂgcnamzn perspective,” :L
sa1
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By CHRIS FREIMOND

nESS freedom wag an issue
" coneern to all South Africans
' Was not something to be
--wed out between tha Govern-
- and hewspaper owners,
.= Steyn Commussion of Inqui-
mto the Mass Media heard
Johanneshurg yesterday

A memorandum submitted
the Southern African Society
Journahsts (SASJ) saxd any
femnt to himit the freedom of
- Press — which was only
dimension of free speech —

_ the concern of the whole

||||| Lr

tNEre was an “immherent and

-=x2aty  confliet between
»muent and the Press i g
“Zrauc order and there
2 always be thoge who
—~ the confliet Intolerable
the views of or 1n t,hel
== did not comeide with
* OWN ’

HETE Was, In fact, no such
5.5 “‘freedom” of the
-=" Eather there was free-
or there was not Freedom
Indivisible If the freedom

- Press was threatened, 1t
the freedom of Speech that
the victhm Jf the freedom

“-u disappeared, demoo-
‘e3avneared with it
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be a recognition by the Govern.
ment 'of the essential role of
the Press mn'a democratic
sociely !

“We do not believe that the
Prime Mimster™fully compre-
hends this role,” the SASJ said

The Press played a ‘‘yita]
role” ' 1dentifying grievances
and hardships and bringing
them to the 'attention ‘of the
public and the authorities

“Obviously this Ivolves the
constant erthieism of laws,
(Government and of mdividuals
This 1s how the demaocratic pro-
Cess works,” 1t said
- The Press-reflected society
Its task was not to analyse the
motives of people m the news,
but to publish reports subject
only to newsworthiness angd the
legality of doing so, the soclely
said

1t disagreed with the Primg
Minister .that eritieism had to

I £

' stractive” before it could, be

published. It could appeaf”ag '~ Perience of the white

long as i’ was lawiul news
The SASJ hsted four “cop-

stantly FeCUrrmg consequences

of the conflict hetween the

Government and the Presg”

* Complamnts — particularly

from Government members
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Government protested that it
valued a free Press, but said |

Soclety could not afford '
Inaceuracy |

* Atfempts to control the “spir-
t” of reports — jt was com-
plamned that although the letter
of the law (or of the Press
Code) was not brokep by the

Press, the “spirit” was and had
to be controlled

It had been saig that 1n the
Special circumstances”
which South Africa found 1tseif,
curbs on the public’s right to
certain Information was

ii

- essential

But if the public wag demnted
the ‘““mental ammunition’*
which only a free flow of wfor-
mation eould provide, 1t would
be left defenceless

““The greatest threat facing
the South African community
at present 1s that vitaj deci-

'De erther “justified” or “con.- |SioNS may be made on the

wrong mformation The ex-

popula-
tion of Zimbabwe 1llustrates
what can happen when relevant
information 15’ kept from the
public,” the SASJ said

This was already happenmg
In South Africa to an extent due

to a ban on the publication of ‘
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selective reporting

-

Staff Reporter

THE South African Govern-
ment’s “excellent opportumty”
to present its case in a favoura-
ble light to the incoming Rea-
gan Admimstration in the Unit-
ed States would be lost if Press
freedom was curbed in the Re-
public, a leading Afrikaans
newspaper edifor warned
yesterday.

Mr “Ton’* Vosloo, the editor
of Beeld, told the Steyn Com-
masston of Inquiry into the
Mass Media that in all sectors
of the US, Press freedom was
an indication of the country’s
freedom

*“The Steyn Commission
shonld be the medizm to rec-
ommend to the authorities a

N he sag‘d

M= -
‘Press reflect:

By CHRIS FREIMOND

THE FAILURE of some news-
papers to report certain evi-
dence heard by the Steyn Com-
mission investigating the media
may be considered 1n the com-
mission’s final report, the
chairman, Mr Justice M T
Steyn, said in Johannesburg
yesterday.

In what was seen by report-
ers as severe critisism, Judge
Steyn said at the start of a
public hearmng that the com-
mission had noted that all the
newspapers they had seen yes-
terday morning had ignored a
lengthy debate on Wednesday
between the commussion and
representatives of the Southern
African Society of Journalists
(SASJ)

The SASJ should not be sur-
prised if this fallure to report
aspects of the proceedings was
referred to again in the com-
mission’s final report as an ex-
ample of how the Press chose
to reflect only ceriaimrissyes,

revision of existing statutory
limitations on the free Press ”’

Because of the circum-
stances in South Africa in
which “sly opponents’ tried to
use the Press to destroy the
free capitalist system, an ideal-
ly free Press could not be
achieved,

One manfestation of this
was the clash between black

and white nationalism Black
nationalists wanted to overth-
row the present State and es-

tablish a Marxist regime

Yesterday's reports of the
SASJ evidence seemed to 1ndi-
cate that they had been pre-
pared beforehand from pre-re-
leased memoranda,

The judge asked" the SASJ
president, Mr John Allen —
who was giving evidence — to
convey the commission’s com-
ments to SASJ members,

The evidence to which Judge
Steyn referred mainly con-
cerned a discussion of SASJ
cntisism of the report of the
first Steyn Commission which
investigated reporting on police
and mihtary matiers and an
assessment of the philosophy
behind the first report by Prof
John Dugard, a top legal au-
thorify and Director of the Cen-
tre for Applted Legal Studies at
the University of the
Witwatersrand.

Most of the discussion was
devoted to the reasons for in-
terpretations by the SASJ and
Prof Dugard of certain sections
of the first report and a de-

fence and explanation of the

advocated one man one vote 1n
a unitary state were preparing
the way for a Marxist takeover
‘“‘of the Zumbabwe recipe”

‘““There are such media oper-
ating 1n South Africa and I will
give them the benifit of the
doubt that they are doing so
through ignorance without seri-
ously considering the implica-
tions of such a system (one
man one vote),” he said

He was convinced the Media
Workers’ Assoclation of South

“Agq an Afrikaner nationalist Africa (Mwasa), to which most

I have no illusions it 1s us or black journalists belonged, was
them In Zimbabwe the daysof a “tool” of forces such as the
the free Press are numbered bamnned African National Con-

No free media exists mm Mo- gress (ANC), who were aiming
zambique or Angola " for an overthrow of the present
The South African media that order

-

report by Judge Steyn and a
fellow commssioner Mr Klaus
von Lieres,

In evidence yesterday, Mr
Allen said the SASJ was not
opposed 1n principle to the Goy-
ernment openly owmng news-
papers as long as a diversity of
opinicn was allowed The soci-
ety did oppose political control
of the media, |
While the SASJ beheved it
was too early to judge the ef-
fects of the Zimbabwean Gov-
ernment’s take-over of the
Press, it was opposed to the
move 1n principle if it mitigat-
ed against Press freedom.

On the question of journalists
striking, Mr Allen said he be-
heved there was a difference

between strike action stopping
the “free fiow of information”™
and the Government closing
down a newspaper.

The commission’s next public
hearing will be in Cape Town
on Wednesday when a submis-
sion will be heard from the
Newspaper Pregs Umon,

ountry’s freedom’

It was precisely because
there was a reasonable degree
of media freedom in South
Africa that a situation existed
in which there was evidence of
people agitating, within their
democratic rights, not for an
overthrow of the Government,
but for an overthrow of the
Western capitalist system, Mr
Vosloo saxd

He suggested the existing
Press Council be given addi-

tional non-satutory powers to
¢ Protect the commaunity

against ‘‘unbridled”’ reporting
and also to protect the media
from interference from, for ex-
ample, the Government,

e Initiate investigations of al-
leged transgressions of the
Press Code
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crnnent Salus compmenaarate vith re-
cpomctentie s Apph Tl Medtor, Arpus
Lroan Pead Gftree Sl Siroet
[INTRESARTAL b g
Lhic advcrbicement hae not artually an-
peared, bot the Adrpie Groan 1o 1nakim for
the g1n® decertt oo fa'tov ing the < den,
thoush vaenrprivng, reamition of Perey
Ouboyd
Mot thaf Oobo71's departuie 1s Iikely to
" be preath mawmpe i erther hv Atpus, man-
apraent or Poct « poren ity
As far as mamy Back jeurnabists ate
concerned, he ha, fallen fat sinee the davs
of hvs praate trepntation when The 1 o 1
tras hamned and he was Jocked up by the
»povel ninent
., Fot 1ts part management has man-
 tained a <fif silence about some of Qoho-
7a’s activities, hoth journalistie and non-
Journahistie, over the Jast year
1t industiy sonrces are to he believed
i that silence masked a growing irritation
with an editor whose mternatinnal reputa-
tion made him  firepront  So. cavalier
though (nhoza s method of resignation
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' was (by cable from Washington), it 1s

ject to a white “editorial director’”) the banning of his paper

likely to have been received with relief
In a way 1t 18 a pity. Whatever the
pressures of the job and nflated interna-
tional adulation may have done to Qoboza,
he remains the first black editor of a
major paper to have shaken off white
editorial control (his predecessor was sub-

He also judged (correctly) that the
black community was ready for a hghly
political newspaper and he fashioned one
for them by wrenching The World from
its earlier *‘sports and crime’’ approach

He was rewarded by zooming circula-
tion and pumshed by impnsonment and

Whoever succeeds Qoboza will have a
tough row {o hoe

Argus 1s already said to be hunting
around — although where they will find
someone with the tact of a diplomat, the
political nous of a Machiavelll and the
courage of a martyr remains to be seen
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By Mike Derry
The Steyn Commission of
Inquiry mto the Mass Me-
“ dia should be the medium
to tell the authorities that
- the existing legal restrie-
tions on the Press should
be revised, an Afrikaans
newspaper editor said yes-
terday
Mr Ton Vosloo, editor
of Beeld, said freedom of
gpeech a8 embodied in a
free Press should be an-
trenched by Pariiament
It was his opinion that
there should he a diversi-

. Stand

-+

-

ty m the media and in

)

-

‘The Department of Health
" had a generally good rel
ationship with the. Press,
the Steyn Commission of
Inquiry intp the Mass
. Media heard vesterday.

]

!Dr H P Botha, the depart-

. ment's chief - director,
health promotion, told of
“wonderful” ecosoperation

|

from the media during

Entrench Press

law, Afrikaans editor ure

media ownership

“The electronic media,
such as radio and 7TV,
should also not ke the
sole possession of the
State, but should be grad.
ually disconnected,” he
said

Mr Vosloo said the
Press needed an ally to
enable 1t to better carry
out 1ts task.

This ally could be a
Press council with greatly
strengthened powers

Such 2 Press council
could protect the pubic
against unbridled Press

the cholera sutbreak.

The media, by putting out
information on symptoms
of the disease and pre-
cautions ta be ftaken, had
plaved a big role mn
getting the message ac.
YOSsS$

“The standard of medical

reporting 1s very high,” The
Dr Botha said. While 1t * 11

reporting, while also act-
Ing as an ally of the Press
against the attacks of
those — 1cludmg the
State — who had no true
understanding of the ex-
tremely 1mportant task
the medra had to keep a
community healthy

Mr Vosloo urged that
the powers of the present
Press Council be extended

to start investigations into

contraventiongs of
Press Code

The Press Counc;l ma-
chinery only got into gear
when there was a specific

the

was felt necessary and
desirable that certam
media representatives
specialised in medical re-
porting,: his department
understood the media’s
problems. ¢

TRUSTWORTHY

edla’s. handling of
rmation affecting his

Sty

complaint, Mr Vosloo said.

“I Eknow from ex-
perience that one of the
greatest complainants

against certain media 1s
the Government

“The machinery of the
Press Council has :been
changed to make i1t easier
for complaints to be laid
before 1t, but I have the
mmpression that the State
does not make use of the’
machinery, either because
1t 1s too much trouble or
because the Council 15 not
1ts own creation ang
therefore must be 1g-

department was, on the
whole, trustworthy.

Facts given to the media
were usually correetly re-
ported.

Considering that informa-
tion was usually given by
phone, there were very
few imaccuracies Where
they occurred, .. editors
co-operated in correcting

— q]?l

1d Dy 1

reedom 1in

nored,” Mr Vosloo said.

He hoped a strengthen-
ened Press Council would
fill the role of an ombuds-
man between the public
and the media he said

He said 1t would not be
in the national interest, 1n
the broadest sense of the
term, to institute statu-
tory control of the Press.

But absolute freedom in
the hands of the media

+ was cut of the question

The Press machinery
alone was not developed
enough to handle 1t, Mr
Vosloo said.

ard of medical reporting is ‘very high’

them

He said sensational report-
ing on health matters
could cause mass panie,
but the media had eo-
operated m  reporting
calmly and factually.

The commission’s next
public sitting will be 1n

Cape Town on Wednes-
day.
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The Press was vesterday |
*98JIN02 SSIBBP 9yl JO juspnis criticised for failmg  to E
report un a debate he- |
I08A -[__DL{T:} 1594 9yl 104 tween represeniatives of
9ZTIJ UbYopIlg obacen the Southetn African So-

ety of Jominalists and the

Steyn Commission of In-

amry nto the Mass Me-

aUYOoY M Y d)a
At the start of the
AD9A Yl1aIno hearimg vesterday, Mr Jus-

tice Stein salid the ap

parent farlure of some
ﬁugr ap mormng newspapers to

Epflect the debate might
e considered 1n the com-
109 )\ p.‘['!.'ql misston’s final jeport

The newspapers had ap-
parently wnored a leng-
Sauol" ¢ 9 thy debate on mmterprel - |
ftons of the report of the
103 U fuust Stevn  Cammisston,
A P 0365 which mve<tigated report-
Ing on polue and nnlitarv

matters

uowdoyy Jy He said vesterday’s re
ports seemed fo have

108A 31SIT4 been prepiwred from “pre- 1
’ released memoranda i
|

el = T S —
-+ —————— g iy il S e T P — _r

During a lengthy dehate
w.th the SASY repre<enta

*3SIN0D ﬁ
tries AL Tustiee Sten
oaxbop ayz jo Apnis jo xpek and Mr hlaus von ieres
reacted sharply to an o
Yoba UT juspnls 1s9d syl 104 mon — comnbcopned b
the gsociety — by Profes !
S8ZT1d >oog sm Jobn Dugard ot the f
A sSNpu BuT Ing 9 10 Unmiversitv of the Wit-
+SNpUl tPLING 943 3 w atersrand |
|

pun q-uemao'[gha(] TPUOTIDN The profescor accused

the first Stevn Commis
510n of adoptine  an
authorrtarman and “positi- |
vistie” philosophy alien to

SSON T d W the heritage of Wedlern
demoviafy 1
*ubTsSep pup 3INIONILS The ~— commussioners |
repeatedh chalteneed
ut 3osloxd 3saq sy3 o Protescor  Dusrd’s
JIDMY sAdan statements, emphia~ising
P V qq '-]-S H there ecould be ng i1'ghts |
without dunes ] |
Mr Justice Stevn saxt
umu:-lx'g}i 9 f‘ the ntenlion of the lirst
Stevn Commnission report
*3IOM UBTSQP was wvervy different from
' how 1t had heen mteme
9?” UT SADTEG 3O 91 3554 hﬂhe FIMTHSSHONC TS (00 :
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Prot Mroard that the
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port had ‘ dicmissed™ hue |
man rights

SPHDTFPHDS 4 W SSTH Thev alsve disputed that
the 1eport had dttesapted
*IDBA 3SIT} to “disguise the fau fhat
* the vas<t majority of (1tizens
U'E )].IGM :[.SQq Bl.{fl. 40 4 had nno «av 13 the itaw
making protess ot Pa
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| 'CAPE TOWN. ,— The:Steyn-
Commission of Inquizy’into:the -
. Mass, Media will hear,evidence-.
| by Cape. newspaper egitors,
| politicians and others, including
1D’ Danie Craven, president: of

‘the” South African Rugpg]‘

r

"Board, when it, starts a tyo;
week: sitting in Cape Town on
Monday, - ' ..
v Among those expected to tes-.
tify are Mr John Wiley,
‘National Party MP for Simop- |
‘stown; Dr Jan, Marais, Nation-
|.alist MP for Pinetown; Mr
Vause Raw, leader of the New’|
Republic Party; ‘Mr Harry
-Schwarz, , chief . spokesman; of,
the. Progessive Federal Party
.on defence and finance, "and
Professor J B Du Toit, profes-
sor of sociology, at the Univer-
sity, of the E‘r;estgrniCape. .
. ~The .Cape’ Town. sitting will |.
'be in open session except where |
directdd otherwise by the
chairman, Mr Jusiice,: M T
Steyn..: 4 & v b ! .
¥ Thes firsts two:-days-.of.’ the 1
: seggion, Monday and Tuesday,
have been set aside for visits to |
local 'newspaper , offices. The
formal hearing of évidence will |
‘hegin on Wednesday.
.~ Spokesmen for- the Newspa-
‘per Press Union .(NFU) are
‘gcheduled to give evidence on
“Wednesday and Thursday.
“The commission: willnot sit .
ot Friday, as Judge Steyn will
: be attending the formal opening
‘of Parliament * .
I~ Phe Cape Town sitting is
'scheduled to last until Febru-
ary 4. -
sAnyone wishing to testify
may , approach The' Secretary,
Mr J H Cloete, at' Room ‘602,
Provincial Building, Wale,
Street, Cape Town., '
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KIMBERLEY -- Mwali
my Beaumont, a Johan-
{ nesburg journabst’ jon se.
condment to the, Diamond |
Fields Advertiser, was ‘ar-
rested in KimbBerley today
in connection with &

charge under the Official

¢ Secrets Act. .
* The warrant of tayiest .
’ was 1ssued in Wimndhoek

and fhe hearmg 1s set
down for April 7 in Wind-

| hoek

Bail has been sef .at
R1000 by the Windhoek
public prosecutor The ap-
plication will' be heard at
the Kimberley Magis-
& we trate’s Court later today.

No detarls- of fhe
charge were given' in' the
warrant of arrest.—Sapa.
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GGREPRESSION in a

Iand . that has al-

-: yeady experienced de-

mocracy and freedom
is a hitter admission of
failure.” That is what
we wrofe when the
Government elosed
down the black newss
paper World less than

1 four years age. Today

the Governmeni has

prevented the publica. |

tion of Posi Transvaal,
the successor to the

| banned World, Iree-

._ I:Ill‘tﬂﬂed.

dom has heen furiher
Bitterness
amoung sophisticated
blacks has increased.
Putting Post on ice
will not freeze the pol-

| itical turmoil in the

townships, nor will it

i mive apy Government

more time to find solu-
tions. Instead the Siate
move_ wﬂl Aid  extre
“mtﬁL; il ﬂiscnmi‘uft
Iﬂﬂnj H’I{ﬂnﬂ 1 ." 'J'm "

We only Lepe

f that the words of @

gg‘lwam.‘iing cuknli!;eﬂ jour-
nalist, Jnn“m}*‘ Atk;ns’*‘

f do nntmnma :true. 'AS
' he elwﬁgmted: ‘sadly to

Canada™ last® year, he
saidf. “Yoii-people had
a Schanee: with the

) nfuﬂerates‘ You are

ﬁw welcome to the
litanis.” The silence

B of Post dims the hght

“$or reasonable men

'. annd dimmshes the

: ’achances

"ment

of dialogue
anﬂ piiblie dehate,

Why did the Govern-
decide that,

| whatever happened,

L
{
t
I
4
t

Post would be hanned
if ¥ tried to re-
register? As with the
banmng of World, and
the detentmn Wlthuut
trial of its edltur, 1:10
reasons are given. Post
has not been a *“‘tame”
mouthpiece of Soweto
and it has nof preten-
ded to be a paper
giving the halanced
view of all sides’ of the
population, ~

Post is a papér ex-
clusively for blacks —=
just as Die Transvaler
was onee a paper eXxs
clusively for active Af-
rikaner  Nafionahists,

' such newspapers, Post
. has mnot only stayed
w:.ﬂun {he law. It has
- gdespite aumbers of
pelifical squabbles
w.:.thin 1s own ranks
, = Ppreached the
4mmlerate policy of all
Argus Group news-
' papers: reconciiiation
and peaceful progress
through negotiation,

Now Post is sient.
' PUnhke World, il may
' not be silent for ever,
But so long as the
Government gags 1it,
for sg Jong will South
Africa’s reputation and
the credibility of our
eptire Press stay on
ice, We can only
_repeat what we said
when the last Argus
newspaper was bannped:
“The West will ask
«»e and every South
African should ask ...
do the newspapers that
continug {fo operate,
' publish only because
the Governmment ap-
Prﬂvﬂsqﬂ
., The answer js no,
+ The Star with others
' will continue fo speak
. ot on behalf of all its
» readers = white, black,
* English, Afrikaans —
" exacﬂy as it has done
in the past.

~ The Editor

Conrrebn by
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Grovernment’s effee-

The
tive banning of Post
Transvaal and Sunday
Post drew criticism fiom
kall sectors today

Professor D van deor
Vyver of the University of
the Witwatersrand’s law
faculty *I can only ex-
press my absolute dispust
at this flagrant attach on
the freedom of the Piess

. “In a sense it 1s not
unexpected betause the
Groverniment has fo1 some
time now -~ In fact, as far
a8 I ean reeall, since the

time of Verwoerd -
threatened {0 1mpose
Press censorship 1n this

- country.,

“The Governinent has
, become impatient with
certain newspapers and i1s
perhaps testing publie opi-
nion hy this oppression of
newspapers (which, 1in ihe
mind of its own suppori
ing electorate, may be re
garded as of little import-
ance) bhefore ntroducing
an  elaborate system of
tight control of the news
media ¥

“It 1s hardly four vears
since the banming of The
World and Weckend
World raised an Iinterna.
flonal outery ”?

My Phillip  Mtmkuly,
acting ~ president of the
1Media Association of South
Africa, went on “This
“detion shows the extent

“tn whirh tha Cnuvsrnmant

15 prepared to go to stifle
hiack opinion

“We view the action
agamst the newspapers,
coupled with the 1ecent

bannines of Mwasa readers
as a declaration of wor
against black aspitations ’

“CONFRONTATIONT

“he  Government's  ap-
tion, which amounts to
hanning the papers, 13 an
myitation to conirontation
and disaster,” saud I
John Allen  npresident of
the Southern  Afriesn
saceiety of Journaiists

“Unless South Africans
ale exposed to A free flow
of Information they will
be tnable fo identify, let
alone respond to, the chal-
lenges facing them

“Post Tranyvaal and

Sunday Peost are wvital
(omponents of that free

flow
‘They Dhave mirrored

black society and repmted
on asprrations angd  grie-

vances of people playing a

cruewnl role 1in 1the eoune
iry’s history.

“Stoppimg therr publica-

mav shatter smirrors
distasieful

t1on
1eflecting
mages”
Bishop Desmond Tufu,
general seciclaly of the
Sottth African Counel 0f

Churches, said the closinte
of Post Tiansiaal under

fhreat from the State was

in lraPninio anthh what hoin.

E,_F.
|‘
g
2%
q -
. 1
I
i L ’
[ : i i
[ l'l I
l.f:i,' 11

pened fo The World news-
papel in October 1077

He said bhlacks welre
pioud of Post Pransvaal
and its banming would not
han the thoughts and {feel-
1ngs of the masses

“We are not suiprised
at this action The onhy
thing 15 that we are dis-
froessed  1hat  they  (lhe
Goveinmeni)  refuse 1o
leain,” Bishap Tutu sand

My Goba Ndlova, chair-
man of the Southern
Transvaal regmon of the
Media Workers’® A<snela-
tion of South Alrea
(Mwasa) said Post had for
a tong time heen reparded
as a maotithpiece of hlachs

“Hs disappeaiance
from the streets,” he said,
“will leave blaclts stran-
ded without any volee ”

Mr Dave Dalling, MP
for. Sandten and Proges-
gimre Dedeial Party media
spokecmnan sand dosing
down  these o avenies
of Iree eapression  and
profest by dand for hlacks
uwnuid  Jurthey itadiealice
the oppoution fo while
tacism  and further nol-
arise the peoples of Sunth
Alrica

The eclosuie of the two
newspapers ntreduced a
new eoscalation of  con
frontation m South Afrea
andd the hiame Tar 1t mnst
he  cquarely o the

chinttlelnre Aaf dha annsy i

P
i ,»W@ ( f‘%

i it A% B

b

ment, the Ieader of the
Opposition, Dr ¥ van Zyl
Slahbert, said

D Slahbmit said  this
was a typieal case of “kill-
my {the messenpelr because
vou do not lihe the mes-
Sage .

“The reality aof bhlack
feelings, ¢demands, aspira-
tions and 1eaction will npet
disappeay  hecanse peoplc
cannot 1ead about them .
They will simiplv be com.
municated undgei ground
and one half of society
will not know what the
other ha'" 15 thinking or.
teeling 4

The leader of the Her-
stigte Nasionale Paity, Mg
Jaap Maawrs, smd hLe
agreed with the QGovern--
ment's action In preventing’
the two newspapers from
being published o

“Bul of course it 15 part-"
ly the Government's own’
fault for creating hgh ex-
pectations among blacks,

"This allowed the news--
papers to cieate a revolu-
tionary citmafe

Mr John Rees, director.
of the South African Insti--
fute of xRace Relalions,
said  the mshiute  way |
‘shorked " !

“The State has chosan-
fo close one of the most)
respected and widely read
mouthpieces of the black
coimmmunity  m  South

Africa, This actinn 15 sech
as,  shoil sichfed and ne

T
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“Any country where 4
government walks in and
pulls down the shutfers on
- 1 a newspaper cant have
- ' afy 'pretence at freedom
15 of expression,” Mr Tertius
* » Myburgh, editor of the
| :Sunday Times, sald today

g _He was reacting to the
1.Government threat to ban
* ﬂPpst:,an_glf Sunday Post 1if
|56, 5, Argus . =Company at-
|5 tempted.,  to.  I® register
zﬁﬁﬁ_&mz; [y

3

Y My} R Coleman, aching
' editor 'of the Argus i Cape
j.,Tuwn,fsald that for once
'the ayms of the Govern-
_ment gand of black ex-
{ fremists comcrded  —
: nerther favoured the exis-
“tence of Post,

Tl

— Enm

T TR M TR, BT — e g4 o

the concept of Piese {ree-
dom

nfr  Harald Nakendort,
editor of 1he Vadaet land,
cq1d “My fnst pasiined 16
{hat the Covernment  1ias
made a misiake’

NMr A de V Marats, art-
ing od1tol at The (111701,
qard  “This attion et ely
In(reanys pur smnieiy ahout
(he Govermmeni’s 18lC-
{iong lowaid the Press, o5

Fditors voice Outrage

to deal with {he 50 raflod
wwhite newspantis.

“We aie now, i apprars
spching ab o a danges v
cpeed 1OV 93¢, thal v 1!
fion "

Tleet Sirent has 1eacted
gloomily 10 the news

“Oine 1egiets any oonp
f1v  that rostricte T re ©
frecdom,” s Mr f1it

»Wpght, acting edilor. of
“the New Standard. i

neepatlv_ the gy ==

when 1lie Sieyn ( OImmis-

Gon 18 conducting N

108 inte lhe Prese

“This acQel should he
seen as having heen 1lak-
pq apanst 1he enfiie News-
paper mdustry,” he said

Mr Joel Mervis, former
The Sunday

and n Guardian ©x
e commented It A
nity It seems the vinna
nd of decision to e f o
of newspapers whid). al
lowed biack people <one
freedom 0l eXPTESEIONN an |
news and infoymation on

i »If 18 especially stupid  editor 0f thetr own te1ms’
| because of the role plack  Times and official repre- - e
l“; _ newspapers Dplay 1 ex senlative 1 bouth A}‘}}nf‘a P .- l
,k\ pressing the views of a of the Intermi‘lmnalq ress
S *:lﬁrgel}r voiceless populd- Institute, said (be (3‘{“'{'11‘1-
- v {>lation, The role of Post menl's action was a Se156-

Mand_._“,bl?.iﬂtﬂ S Would lﬂﬁmgihf}}l:__“_ et T -
, 1 I(I:.ﬂ:{lﬂhtwas lgfan;;,ned)\ had a a‘;il:t reveals ifseif _as, -
moderating ‘force _in _the .. fwﬂfu%%ﬂlﬁ&ﬁ*pﬂﬁﬁfllﬁfﬂ"
eountsy ‘Ié which the (Govetnment 18
| Mr Coleman and Mr Rex

determined 10 sitlence the
| Cabson of the Sunday Ex- * Press By cHectively ban-
press regretted that the

mne Post and other black
| threat of the ban came ;

n

newspapers, by banning
during the Steyn Commis-  Mr Swsulu and others, the
Government sends ,out a
clear message that 1t 18

starting on the black news-

! | glon’s Investigations Into
| the Preéss
. Mr Gibson said that “the

B l fact that this outrageous
. step has been taken In ad-
vance of any report by the
Steyn ;Commission, shows
_. | how /uile store the
Govelmment places both
on its own commission and

papers first
“We have to,remember
- ~that freedom 18 wndivisible |
and that when the black |
newspapers are crushed ‘
and silenced, the Govern-
ment will then move o;t/
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ARCHITECTURE
(Continued)

,  Argus Correspondent

KIMBERLEY. - MNr GS

Jimmy DBeaumont, 22, a

J nhannesbtirg Tournalist

on secondlment to the ! :
Diamond Fields Advertiser | m
I Kimberley, was dires- has made
ted today 1n connection ' . .

with a charge under the 1N his
Offie1al Secrets Act,

, A warrant for his
| airest was 1ssued 11 Wind.
: e | hock, and the hearing 18 |
} set down for April 7 in
* Windhoek,

r t * An application for bail |
was due to be heard at @ .,
the Kimberley Magistrate’s |'|: LN
Court this afternoon, |

-~
-

- - S— v e J

MR I Ness

BUILDING National Development Fund
for the Building Industry

Book Prizes

For the best student in each
year of study of the degree
course,

d

First Year

J A L Chapman

e Second Year

SR C S Jones

Third Year
B de Jong

Fourth Year
R W Kohne

- George Strachan Prize
o For the best final year

student of the degree course,

* ! R W Kohne

. TA Prize
For the best student obtaining

‘ a first class poss for a
dissertation in Building
- Management. |

. S F Richardson

v , N . ammee M 0 & o
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Anxiety

f;\:;w QOI' gl
over black
news ban

Political Correspondent

THE banning of two black newspapers
introduced a new escalation of confronta-
tion in South Africa and the blame for if
must lie squarely on the shoulders of the
Government, the Leader of the Opposition,
Dr F van Zyl Slabbert, said today.

-~ He was reacting to an
announcement  that the
ﬁl Government would bhave
hanned Post Transvaal and
Sunday Post had they
—— Dbeen reregistered as news-
papers
This 18 a typical case, he
sald,: of ‘killing the mes- .
senger because yout do nof
like the message.’ S
——  Dr Slabbert said ‘“The
A0 ability of black feelings,
demands, aspirations and
reaction will nof disappear
because people cannot
read about them, ‘They
will symply be communic-
It ated underground and one
half of society will not
know what the other half
1s thinking or feeling.
| SOMBRE: . .
aaxﬁap 2yl jo /(p ‘Is {reedom of the Press
fo become a white pre.
4OoRd UT JUSPNIS I serve as well, such hittle
freedom as we have?

“This 1s one of the most

ZI:I-SHPUI BuT P-[' sombre notes on which to

start a session of Parlia-

i

n

un uamao oA ment,” Dr Slabbert said.
pPand 3 I Mr Dave Dalling, MP ONIQ1INg
for Sandton and Progres- tion closer’, Mr Dalling

sive Federal Party media
spokesman, said the Prime
Mmister (Mr P W Botha)
was ‘bringing the revolu-
- tion nearer’ )
‘ubtsap pL b*The Botha political
osses have Iike pocket

ut 139!01‘1 3 Napoleons litfle realising
par they are bhringing our

whole country into total

disrepute 1 the outside

sad,

L
Mr John Allen, prasi-
dent of the Suuthempﬁff'l—-
can Soctety of J ournalists,
sald the Government’s
action was an ‘mvitation to
disaster.’

Mrs Joyce Harris,
national president of the
Black - Sash, said ‘It 1g
absolutely essential that

world,’ he sad white people in  South

‘The banning of Mr 'Africa shoutld understand

Sisulu and his journalistic the thmking of black

« colleagues made big and People . . . and there 15 no

black news in the outside way they can even tfry

STY UT $)0TIq world without - authentic black

. . ’ “This latest fascst step newspapers’
opbWw SBY oyM JUBP will do the same. Mr« John Rees, director

‘South Africa can look of the South African Inst-
9ZTdd UOTIDTV0SS 4 nave few friends mn the tute of Race Relations,

outside world,
‘No matter how P W
SPUDTTIPUDS Botha 1s_represented 1in
his own Nationalist Press
as a man of enlighten-
‘ment, he and ‘h]is Guqexi';n-
s ment are no less auto-
Ul I0R 3 cratie, dictatorial ann:? -
9ZTI4 93TYM UO tplerant of gpposition than
) - any governmenf, io be
In 2 panana, re-

LN BT Y

DISASTER
‘ “There is no doubt that

Tavr antivma~ inn Fhio wrrarr e

found
public,

L

1
{

said: “The State has cho-
sen to close one of the
most respected and wide-
ly-read mouthpieces of the
black community 1m South
Africa, This.action 1S seen

as short-sighted ]
credible,’ and

FANLIFLIHOEY
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KRHAPS the Government has helieved that,

hv eliminating Post 1n the wav 1f has. 1t
will avosd the oduin and damage of Oclober
1977, when o banned the newspaper's predeces-
sor World Tt maught even he ity enough to
have hoped that the roundabmit pature of the
cxecation was going to pass hy largely
innoficed
=== If such heliel and hope existed, 1t was
_Ez——ZEEEi wronglv tounded For no one, whether at home
= ————" or abtvad 15 goiny to be fooled by {he manner
s = 0} Pos!'s opnd

Taking advantage of the problems which Post

has becn expertenemg and proventing ifs re-
publication by holding a gun to the head of the
owner, the Argus Company, 15 exactlv the same
as kihng ofi the newspaper m mid-<tride.
Advising that banning under the Internal Securi-
Ly Act will fsllow if the neaspaper appears on
the streets apgain 15 the same as actually mvok-
g the terms of that far-reaching law

The banmng 15 a banning, however it has

been done That makes 1 an action which will,
and must, evohe the strongest possible reac-
tions of outrage and protest

What we have here 19 an aet of contempt hy
the Guvernmernt

The banming 15, firetly, an act of contempt
agamst the most elementary rights of people
aid organisations No finger of guilt has heen
pomnted at Post Neither the new Spdper nor s
staff members have been hrought hefore court
to angwer for their dongs With the overwhelm-
g armoury ot “securitv”’ laws available, the
Government would have had no difficulty 1n
bringing such charges — if there was the
remotest substance to the existence of
misdeeds

But no Instead, Post has been the victim of
rnisterial decicion So arrogantly has it been
done that no one has even deigned to offer any
kind of explanation for silencing the new<paper

Secondly, 1t 1s an act of confempt against the
Government’s own current mquiry — the com-
mission nto the mass media under the chair-
manship of Mr Justice M T Stevn The Govern-

ment hasn’t hothered to await the outcome of
the commission’s mvestigation and fimdmngs It

« has prejudged the commission and gone along

Its own wav
Thirdly, 1t 15 an act of contempt apainst the
freedom of the Press That freedom 15 alreadv

i
[

¥ |

T "

woraly ciweamsenibed A network of laws has
been created over the vears to prevent the
Press from providing full and frecs topeforn
analysis and con rieny cther faw bave given
the Government o power to 150 hets, an and
when 1t pleases  and not only have these heen
applted over th 4rs, but thot have alro heen
clearly inten 10 -tighten the nonse of
mtimxdation
~ Fourthly, the banmng is an act of contempt
- agamnst the readers of Post They are manly
. blacks and what thev are m eoffect hemng told 1s
. that thev cannot exercise a normal market-
- place dectsion 1 choosing what they wish to
, read, but that the Govetnment will decide for
 them
. That 15 msulting It 1s not going {o aid the
‘cause of race reiattons Nor 15 1t gowg to help

the Mationalists i then efforts to persuade
‘hlack people that some kind of a new c1a has

dawned

And fmally, it 15 an act of contempt agninst
the 262 people who work for Post, whether as
journalists, managers, piinters, messengers or
clerks The Government is telling them that it
does not care what happens to themn The
problem has stmply been dropped m the lap of
the Argus Company

Of course 1t 1s nontcal that it was a sirike DV
journalists, bv members of the Media Workers’
Association of South Africa (Mwasa)., which
gave the Government the opportumty to destroy
Post in this devious way The Government has
made permanent the action by journalists in
tprnporarlly mtprrnptmg the flow of

information.

That, however, does not in the shghtest
Justify what the Government has done The
action agamnst Post 1s as wrong and 1ll-con-
ceived as the recent bannmgs of three Mwasa
leaders

We are all affected by these acts of authori-
tarianism All of us are that much the poorer
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IN a special statement
to the Steyn Commis-
sion today, the News-
paper Press Union
(NPU), which repre-
sents the proprietors
of South Afrca’s
mMajor newspapers, ex-
pressed deep anxiety
over the Government’s
aetion to prevent pub-

lication of the coun-
try’s two leading black

newspapers.

The statement was read
at the start of the com-
mission’s publi¢ hearings
on the media 1n Cape
Town by Mr Dawid de
Villiers, managing director
of Nasionale Pers

Mr de Villiers said the
NPU delegation which
was giving evidence to the
Steyn Commission today
had asked him to make
the statement °‘so that 1t
would be apparent thaf it
18 being made on behzlf